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OCTOBER MEETING . . . Ben Crawford Memorisl Park, 3rd and Eagle, Monday, October 13,
8:00 PM. Election night . . . Pay your dues . . . Dick Sayder will show slides of the
Canyonlands and Glen Canyon areas, Utah.

The Homineting Committee has selected the following slete of officers for the coming
year. Nominetions may also be made from the floor st the October meeting.

Pregident Rendy Renner
Vice President Bteve Hackett
Secretary Margeret Wolfe
Treasurer Dick 8nyder
Director (for Frank Nosek

a 2 yr term)

Bill Davis will continue being director for the second year of his 2-year term.

The Climbing end Hiking Schedule will be announced at the October meeting.

* * * # * * #* #* * * #* * * * * *

PARADISE FEAK 6050 June 29, 1969 DAVE JOHNSTON

(Paradise Pesk is on the Seward B-6 quedrangle, Range 1 East, Township 2 North,
Section 13, Seward Meridian. Our approsch, via the West Ridge, 1s on the Seward B-7
quadrangle. Peak locetion 60° 16'4" N., 149° 11' 30" w.

The sun was an orb of opajue magente fleshing psychedelic pinks from Turnagain's
high tide. On the trip, behind the tinted windscreen of Fred Cady's Yellow Bubmarine,
were Grace Hoeman, Hans Van der laan, Dick Holdaway, Dave Johnston and, yes, Fred Cady.
The Submarine reached Moose Pass despite the oppressive 11,000' overburden of forest
fire smoke and there, sbout 0832 hours, June 28, we added Herry and Dub Blubworth and
their patriotic VW to our perty. At mile 13.5 North of Seward, we parked and donned
our packs. Fred donned some neck-high waders too that had us sneaker-clad river
croseers feeling ill-prepared and a bit jealous till we found our route across the
South Fork of the Snow River was only enkle deep. (Bear in mind that I'm 6'7". I
think 1t cape up to everyone else's knees. )

Paradise Peak was named for Paradise Valley over which it locks, but the name fits
the peak tco. EA Cooper's fine B X 10 of the pesk, which inspired us to try the climb,
would convince you too that the name is appropriate. It was good we had the photo in
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mind as we sloshed through the river, Tor the barely discernable mountain cutline six
miles away through the smolie was anything bub paradisacal.

Mossy fTorest of hemlock, a covey of spruce grouse, and then & deep slough. HNo

“GFTS, no sneakers now--we cached them at the river., Bub loogk, just upstresm, & great
2% diameter cottonwood log bridge! We parade scross and march on to the next stresam;
and agein we're pared wading by & cottomiood 1og.

The Snow River pinches us occasionally out of the bottomland cottonwood groves and
up a2nd over spruce and moes pidgslets Now snd then we utilize a gection of moose trail.
It's a hot humid day and our two or three rest stops &b streams still running through
the parched forest are mosh welcome. We contour southesstward toward cur peak and find
five eggs in the nsst of & Wilson's Warbler at Ca. T0O'. The yellow parents flit sbout
worriedly. At 1000' we make the usual hopeful deviations in route trying to outwit or
pukasl-irt the solid green alder jungle shead. As always, the inevritable occurs and we
find oursslves dangling along by our erme. Dick and Fred inspire us to hang on tight,
veminding s thet pumas may be lurking in the. crevesses below. This particular alder
patch hes the usual dusty dead bark in the eyes, devil's club prickles, evil oaths and
shredded skin, but is unique Ferhapa with its cobwebs fnll of little white ihchworis.

T later pick fifteen out of Grace's hair:

e S , quite some time later, we escape like refugees to the stresm boulders and
procesd on foﬂt (es opposed to arms) to the glacier tongue at 1700'. We balance up the
steepish glazey ice on not-~too-wsll-cemented cobbles to where the glacier levels out and
Lecomes rubble coversd. Here we ftraverse up left off the glacier at 2200°, over a sharp-
erested lateral moraine and down o camp at 2350' in a show sully We 11:.::]: the tents
on enow, then sit in little scree neste in the moraine being served a 2g-hour Tive- |
course banguet by Dub., Whet a [feed. i

4%t 0330 the stove starte up. I burrow deeper. Three minutes to four, Fred's
ratiling our tent. Ten after four we've back in our scrse nests mechanically pobbling
oatmeal. And about 4030 we've waddling up the heather ridge, still asleep, really. The
ridee narrows down and becomes knitey at L800' so we drop down the left side and contour
around on a 2' wide ledge. It's exposed and I wake up despite the warm sun. Above,
rotten rock demands close attention, especially fopr the fellow bolow. Grace le&dszﬂgi
does a fine job of step-kicking on the snow sectilons, some of which reach perhaps 35
These snow humps on the ridge slternate with rubbly sections of rock from 5000' to
5600' . At 57007, the ridge becomes knifey sgain and we belay cne exposed ten-foot deep
notch down which ong can jam wicely in & solid crack. Only solid rock of the climb!

We elimb the last 300' on the glecier that descends from within 50' of the summit,
giving wide berth to the huge cornice curling over the ridge to the north and wary Di}
the hanger -sized crevasee below to the south. And at 1050 hours; we gather on top.
It's warm and sunny ag Dick adds rocls to anke one of his famous "carrotons", but
“isibility is disappointing: less then ten miles through the smoke.

We descend the ascent route (west ridge) extept that at 3900', we lemve the ridge
and descend a 1L00' couloir of almbst continuovs gnow 8o fast our ears are plugged at
the bottom. It's a bit suncupped for a statding glissadé, but fine for heel stepping
and skating. A skate traverse carries us right into cemp where we drink gallons,

Grace, Herry end Dub elect to return via our well-in reoute. Dick, Hens, Fred and
Dave cross the glecisr at 2300 and climb a couple of hundred Teet onte . a besutiful
shelf that contours around the north side of Pk. L502'. Huge bulldog-like centurions
whistle, alpine flowers bloom, happy meltwater streams cescade under convenient (for us )
snow bridges. Birds sing amoung gnerled timberline homloek, and best of all, the alder
down below us! We malis good, easy progress. Our'birdseye view is advantageous and wve
déscend through the alder barrier guite easily, soon hitting a8 section of corduroy rosad
crd sawed-down hemlocks The cutting was probaily done over 20 yesrs ago and the logs
lig wnere they were felled. We drop etraignt on dcun ard hit our approach route with
1% miles ©0.g0, which we follor baclk It takes g hnurs out From camp versus | hours
in, &nd wo take far niors reste coming ocut By 2000 we've back at the Yelloy Submarine
gipping our well earned celebration beers. Elocdy niece: climbi
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PIONEER PRAK July 26-27, 1969 FRED M. CADY

"Hear ye, heer ye. The court is now in session. Standing before this court, the
henor~hle Judge Pioneer presiding, is Fred Cady, charged with cruelty to dumb animals.
It is zcputed that the defendant, with hardly any forethought at all, led twelve people
estray in the wrong wvalley of Pioneer Peak. It is slso reputed that the defendant
caused sald dozen pecple to bushwack and side hill for the meost miserable seven hours of
their lives, going up, and an eaually miserable period of Tive hours descending., What
do you plead?"

"Guilty, your honor.'

"Humm, do you have &n:,rt-hing to say for yourself?"

"We did make the summit."

"Which summit?"

"0 well, the counterpoint--but we did build & cairn to try to make it higher; esnd of
the eleven people on the summit, later joined by George Mark, who soloed up the right
valley, nine had hard hats. As for the Devil's Club, it was decided by the group that
that is ell a communist plot.”

"Isn't 1t true that by your rash act you led Dave and Sally Johnston also up the
wrong valley and caused them to climb the south peak of Pioneer?"

"Yes, your honor."

"Well, we will leave it up to the jury. Clyde Martin, lLotte Kramer, Martin
Priedrichs, Peter Vlasveld, Buddy Jaldinger, Deve Albert, April Allen, Chuck Peese, Jim
Kross, Ketie Hammond, Randy Rerner and Chuck Gaste, what is the verdicti"

IlGuut}'*ll

"And the sentance?"

"Make him run naked through the Devil's Clubt"

GLACTER BCHOOL August 13, 16-17, 1969 FRED M. CADY

Fichler's Perch was inyaded on the weekend of the 16th and 1Tth of August by 21 ’
MCA'ers during the snnual glacier school practice. The previous Wednesdsy many of the
f. .. _>thered at the Bat Cave at AMU for a theoreticel session. Helped by Steve Hackett,
Russ McInnes, April Allen snd a few assorted ex-cavers, Fred Cady explained the use of
crampens; lce axes, glacier clothing and prussik knots.

The weather report and the skies looked forbidding but as the mob, seven ropes af
three, trudged up the glacier (See "Thirty Hikes" #6), the sun broke through the clowvds.
We elimbed for about six hours to reach the eabin, built by the MCA to honor Joe Fichler,
Aftar a short rest and a bite to eat, we went back to the glacier for a workout with
el .uptng and ice axes on some of the ice slopes below the cabin. Axes glashed in 'the
gl a9 the group attempted to reduce the gleacier to chips. We returned to the aabin. ,'ror
the usual glop feasts and by nine PM, everyboby hed gone to bed.

Bundey morning found the group reedy to go about 9:00 AM, so Steve, Grave Hnemn,
Drve Albert, snd Fred demonstrated boot-ice exe belays, both static and dynamic, and
ice axe arrests on the steep snow below the cabin. The group cheerfully joined in to
practice the techniques and at one point, a perscn could see five or six climbers gleew
fu'ly leaping over the brink to test their belayer's skill. Ice axe arrest practice
elso went well end soon we started down the glacier to find a suitasble crevasse for
roscue practice. Steve, Dave and Fred demonstrated the Bilgeri and then the group
found out that managing the ropes was not as easy as it looked. Two "accident" sites
were scon in action with a third rope set up for prussiking practice, Those eager beavers
not on & rescue rope started chopping ice and some of the group even chopped & message
in the ice well for the trip leader. "GO FRED -- they d4id not specify where.

At the close of the afternoon, 8teve, Dave and Fred demonstrated the pulley haul,
pointing out the "Z" form to be remembered.
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Those taking part in the practice session were: Grace Hoeman, Dave Albert, April
Allen, Chuck Pease, Randy Renner, Carel Fhillips, Buddy Jaidinger, Steve Hackett, Francis
Henry, Brigitte Ressel, Ivan Brudie, George Mark, Charles Kibler, Barry Kircher, Ken
Martinson, Bob Sites, Art Ward, Mike Finnagen, Dave Hunke, Katie Hammond and Fred Cady.

BIRD FEAK 5505' September 1, 1969 CHARLES ETIBLER

Larry Swenson, Trent Swanson, and I originally had a two-day cliob plannsd up Koro-
husk apd Kiliak, but the weather was cloudy on Sunday, and still partly cloudy on Labor
Dey. ©Bo on Mondey we just rode down the Seward Highway until we foumd & mountain with
fairly good weather conditions. We selected Bird Teak (5505') loceted at Township 11
Morth, Range 1 Fast, Section 33 on the Anchorage A-T quadrangle, gince it is the highest
mountain in the Bird Creek arca, which then seemcd to have the best weather--partly cloudy

We rode gbout one mile on the dotted road up Bird Creek Valley shown on the map.
From there we walked across a partislly collapsed bridge, followed a trail through wel
grases along Penguin Creek Valley and followed it sbout two miles to its end. Then we
climbed through wet grass, 8lder, and up rock to about the 2500' elevation, contoured
above timberline about 2 miles to the face of point LBLO' then climbed it from ite west
face, from vhich we saw a beld eagle. Point 4BLO' had a ceirn on top, which diminished
our chances of a first ascent. We added a reglster, then continued along the ridge to
Bird Pealt: This area congists of a thick layer of shale and scme conglomerate in which
we believe we saw some leaf fossils

Atteining the peak at sbout 5:00 PM, we Tound no evidence of previous ascent--a
first ascent after all? We were about half finished constructing the largest cairn ve
had ever seen (which is on Matanuske Pealk) when to our grave disappointment we suddenly
noticed a cairn about 20 feet below the pesk. A cairn that far away could easily have
been missed completely. HNow we have made & mere sccond ascent--the first being made by
Vin Hoeman, Dave Johnston, and Cliff Lewis on June 9, 1963. We moved the register to
the new cairn--sbout 5 feet in dismeter and T feet high--which can easily be seen from
point LOLO over a mile away. About this time the weather cleared up, offering us an
excellent view *

We figured on getting out in 3 or 4 hours, but the hour we spent on the peak, the
hours wo spent rolling boulders by the ton down the mountainside (maybe that's why ve say
no moose, bear, or mountain goat!) and our general slow pace brought us to Penguin Creek
at about 8:00 Pi. Ve followed gawme trails for about g mile. The other two miles to the
end of the logging road could have been a pleasant hike through large spruce timbers;
howewer, wa had ‘2 seven-hour nightmare fegling our way through it at night. In another
hour we arrived beck at a lonely SBewerd Highway.

BOLD PEAK 7522' Septenber 5-6, 1969 BILL STIVERS

On September 5, at 8:15 &M T started up the trail paralleling the North Fork of the
Eklutna River. ' At 9:05 AM, I reached an area open to the north. Two waterfalls were
on the right and a gorge on the left. T followed game Trails through grass and a Tey
alder to the gorge

At about 10:30 AM'T deposited my camping ge&r in a small grassy cirgque at sbout the
3000 *level in the gorge. The gorge becomes guite parrow and steep a few hundred yards
beyond thie point, so a gully to the right (east) was climbed. Upon reaching the top of
the gully, I paralleled the stream running down the gorge by traversing grassy, dirt,
and reck slopes For about é'mile.

... Just before reaching a grassy cirque (about 4000'), the floor of the gorge can again
be Tpllowed. This eirgue would make a good campsite Pfor a future climb. There are
grassy:areas on each side of a swall stream, and the view is magnificent in all directions.
I sew. an eve and laanb on the high walls above on the Tirst day and on the cirque Tfloor
the next day.
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Beyond the cirgue the gorge bends right (northeast) and walking is fairly egsy over
laterael end terminel moraines.

Just beyond the moraine, the stresam bende from northeast to northwest. The stream
wae crossed to the east at this point and Bold's southeast ridge (about 5700') wes
quickly resched. This ridge was climbed to the northwest until intercepting Bold's NNE/
88W ridge at about 7000' and sbout $ mile south of Bold Peal.

It was then 4:00 PM and I hed decided to roturn to camp at that time. I reached
camp at 6:30 B

On Saturday, September 6, I was up at 5:00 AM. I ate breakfast and broke camp,
leaving my pear resdy for pick-up on return trip that afternoon.

At T7:00 AM T was on my way, covering the same route as the day before. 1 reached
the T000' ridge and climbed north a short distance to reach the pesk at 12:30 PM. It was
8 clear, besutiful and windless dsy. There was about 2 feet of snow on top of the
mountain.

Ofter scraping off some snow, I found the cairn and register. I pleced the register
in B new contalner,

At L:30 PM T had returned to the cempsite where I rested briefly. I reached by truck
at 7:00 PM.

I believe the clinb described was the [irst ascent to Bold Peak from the North Fork
of Eklutna River.

TRIDENT 6050' * 50' (Kenai Mts., First Ascent) BOB SPURR AND CHARLES McLAUGHLIN
June 30-July 2, 1965

With & belated deperture at 1:00 PM on 30 June, Bob and 1 left Anchorage in the
"Green Gander" to make another attempt on 6050 located in the Paredise Lake-Snow River
area approximately five miles east of Ptarmigan Lake. The previous sttempt was made on
June 7,8, and 9, but typical Kenai weather turned us back after an eppetizing; albeit
brief, viev of the impressive gendarme-studded ridges and glacial ice falls of this
massive peak (ca. 1l syuare miles at base). A rough and steep mining roed succumbed to
the b=vhecl drive, but approximately 3 miles in Falls Creek we reluctantly left the
truck at k:30 PM. Ascending to 2900' to the headwaters of the Falls Creek, we located
a grasey knoll to erect the logen mnder a blanket of valley fog at 5:00 FM. An early
start (for us) of 7:15 AM on July 1 began the 15-hour ascent day. Firet up the snow
field to the col separating Falle Creek and Ptarmigsn drainege, down the steep east elope
to Ptarmigan Creek tributary, up to the col at the origin of the north ridge of Trident
and around to the 4500' level on the glacier which lies ageinst Trident's north side
A duick lunch was consumed before starting the slog up the glacier. Ominous clouds urged
us on to the most rotten rock imaginsble just west of the saddle in the east ridge. Bob
led precarious rock and one ice-spow finger to the broad ridge produced by the joining
of the east and south ridges. Three obvious gendarmes competed for the title of "The
Summit" and none of the three appesred easy; hence, the name "Trident." A pause that
refreshes end enother snack gave us time to consider silently to ourselves the sanity of
continuing having cxperienced other than solid rock formetions below. We prepared the
plings, carsbinsrs and rope for olimbing and scrambled along the ridge to the base of
the first gendarme., A traverse on the south face and up the broken, but often fainrly
solid rock, led us over the top of the most easterly gendarme and toward the middle one
wvhich eppearcd to be the highest. Bob peaked over the top of the sumiit block at
approximately 5:30 PM. Reaching this relatively lofty but rather sccure height required
seven rope belays (onc with anchor) and a sling on the summit plus the three belays up
the snow-ice finger and rotten rock on the north side of the peak. A shakey ceirn was
erected but a register left in the tent won't be found. A long retuwsn trip brightened
by the sighting of sheep, goat and bear (with three cubs!) completed this rather tiring
day We returned to the truck the following day shooting pictures of wild flowers which
colored the verdent velley floor.



SCREE 6 OCTOEER 1909

MINT GLACIER 6550' - 50' (First Ascent) CHARLES MeLAUGHLIN AND WAYNE GEHMAN
July 20-21, 1969

A banker's start of 8:00 AM Sunday morning commenced what became a rather extended
Aay of clisbing and hiking. Weyne and I lefit Fort Richardson and drove the infamous
"Goeen Gander' to mile 22 on the unimproved Little Susitna Highway (mostly traveled by
four-footed bovine). The weather was marginal for rock climbing but we hustled on in to .
Just below the leke near the Mint Glacier, After the rush in through ofter impeding
brush, & rest was in order before pushing en to Lry Ho readh the summit before the
weather ruined another weckeni. We trudged off from "base camp" at the 4100' level at
exoctly 3:00 PM hoping to ses how 6593 locked from the top. Boulder hopping and scree
scrambling led us o0 the south ridge which runs to the east side of the 6550' spire
marked on-the Anchorage C-6 guadrangle (spire just south of 6693). Upon reaching a
bresk in the ridge beiween pendarmes we climbed into the paraphenalia with which climbers
insist on cluttering their bodies., Then the fun began. Wayny sod I ran the ridge,
alternating leads, to finally traverse oul on the east side of the pesk just below the
summit block and then up om to the north ridge and into the fog of the swirling clouds
hanging in the sky at an r titude of sbout 6LDD'. We happily arrived at the summit of
the unnamed spire, thinking that it waes 6693, at an hour generally reserved for such
activities as nightclubbing (11:00 PM). Well, while congratulating ourselves for a
rather superb climb, the fog lifted briefly to show us that there exists a peak some-
what higher to the north of where we stood. 6693's virginity was not acousted at that
late hour by these two very tired climbers despite thoughis of such an edventure.
Reaching 6550 (one of the Three Bell Spires we assumc) had made for the most sustained
rock climb thet T have gver done; so the pleasure was greet despite the slight dissppoint -
ment suffered in the clesring fog: There were approximately seven rope leads of class
five (5.1 to 5.7 approximately), several clase four and a little class three on the lower
levels of the ridge. It was deiinitely pnot the esasiest way to the summit; very enjoyable!
The descent required what I call fifth class down climbing to reach the large and
hazardous scree gully which runs to Mint Glacier from the col between 6550 and 6693. The
mountains in this area take obvious joy in frightening yock falls much too freguently.
The evidence of these avesome pamce wes scattered slong our path to the camp at 4100'--
boulders as large as small houses wers not uncommon! We stusbled (in the true sense of
the worlt) into the sleeping bags at 2:00 AM (it was & tad dark). Rising at 10:00 AM
revealed gathering rain clouds which urged us on down the valley during s refreshing
r2fn shower. and into the cab of my patiently waiting L-<vheel drive truck.

+* #* * * * * w * 3 +* #* 3 * ¥* 3 G

BITS AND PIRCES

FAREWELL TO . . . Bob Spurr, who did a wonderful job as president of MCA this year. He
will be missed by all of ug Bob is now at the University of Alaske in Fairbanks. His
address is Eé-Milc Farmer's Locp Road, Fairbanks ©G9701. He welcomes MCA'ers teo drop in
anytime. . . TFred Cady who took over as tresurer this summer. He is now studying for

a Master's degree in electrical enginecering at Cel Tech in Pasadena. . . Lotte Kramer,
who is spending the next few months climbing fn Feval. . . Dave and Sally Johnston, who
believe in endless summers and S0 are spending this "Ju=—21" in New Zealand. They plan
to come back next spring

Dub Bludworth writes from Moose Pass that Harry's eddress is now 516 Sixth Street FNorth,
Nonpa, Idsho 83651. Dub wants clisbing pertners -- he plans to be climbing in the Moose
Pree and Seward sreas sbout every other weckend and invites anyone to join him,

Steve Hackett and Karen Courtright leit from the second Reed Lake at 6:30 AM Sunday,
fvgust 2hth. Three hours later via the 8W ridge, they ascended Lynx Peal (6536') in the
Talkestna Mountains.
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K-ren Courtright climbed Baked Mountein (3695') after a 16-mile hike into Katmai
Cational Monument.

Ca August 2, Weyne Gehman, Larry Swanson, Charles Kibler, and Alex Alexander made what
appeared to be the second ascent of Little Matterhorn, 6410'. They ascended the south-
west ridge to the summit =-d descended down the south face and walked out along & small
creck that dreined into Mirror Lake.

T~ "Trajl up valley south of Eklutna Lake" Tony Bogckstehler describes his interesting

coloration of the east fork of the Eklutne Glacier runnoff etreem. This valley has
wuweacted mory hikers, huntera, and climbers and it would be nice to have a name for
it, which in wldition to accurate geographic description would ldentify it. Tn the
past "Beauty Creck” was proposed and submitted in appropriate form to the Alaska State
Board on Geographic Fomes. The Board rejected this name as another feature had been
given this name (200 miles mway). Maybe the name "Bovntiful Creek” would satisfy the
Toard, and we are plenning to submit this name. Pesk 6810' at the heed of the east
fork was climbed for the first time by & group of us on September 21, and we propose
the name "Bounty Peak" or "Bountiful Peak" for it. Everyone with ideas on the matter,
please make them knosm. [

ECREE is published monthly by the Mountaineering Club of Alaska, which is affiliated

with the Anchorage Department of Parke and Recreation. Editor: Liska Snyder, Typist: _
Marty Corcoran. Staff: Carol Devoe, Josune Merrick, April Allen, Setsy-ihiedeen Chuck Yease..
Flease send materisl for the %emher SCRER to Liskae Snyder, 2806 Alder Drive, Anchorage
9950k, by Gutober-2h. ecembes
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