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MOUNTAINEERING CLUB OF ALASKA
p,0. Box 2037
anchorege, Alaska 99501
EVENTS TO COME
mARCH MEETIMG: Willow Park Community Center, 9th and Frirbanke, Merch 20, B p.m.

guth Schmidt, consulting geologist and Community College lecturer, will talke=
and shou—about "Tha Rocks You WUalk On and the Rocks You Grab On To."

L S

ERECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: Tuesdey, April 4, 8 p.m. 3404 W. 30th.

= ® #* % #
HIKES AND CLIMBS: See Hiking and Climbing Schadule.
* 5 BB
NORDIC SKI CLUB TRIPS coming up include the following:

Cirdeood to E=sgle River. Mareh 18-19. Overnight trip, Call lesder Marv Hathorn
277=5000 sbout preliminary session and othar detells.

Eagle River Velley Tour. March 19, Meet 8:30 .a,m. Safeway lot, Sth & Gambell.
plamond H Ranch Trmil. March 25. Meet 10 es.m. Mile 3, O0'Malley Road.
Ski Day ~t Johnson Pasa. Merch 26, Meet 7:30 a,.m. S~feway lot, 9th & Gembaell.
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WHAT'S HEEN COING ON

MODSWA PEAK 5020 (7?) =~ Firet Ascent Nick Parker
Bith a tempesrature of -20° F, it beceme obvious th-t this was to be a cold
climbing dmy. Bab Spurr, Bill Hauser, snd I had come down to Jobnson Pass to try
to climb this hichest unelimbed mountein in the immediete srea. Tha S020-foot

peak is loceted at the beginning of » creek about two miles off the Sewasrd Highway.
Ie used skis to the base of the north ridge. The extrems temperature spurred

{ro pun intended) us onwerd and upward. The north ridoge was in idyllic condition,
hapd=pack snow with m little frozem scres. The wind came up as we welked higher.
There were no technical difficultiess, and we ogsined the summit about 2 p.m. A small
tairn was built and & register left. The name "Mooswa" is a French derivation of
"mose." lie decided on tha neme beceruse this animel was in evidences on the climb
i because of the peak's locertion near the passss to Seward.

is the deys grow longer, it becomes obvious that the Johnson Pass aree is a grest
Place For the weekend climber. There rre many paeks worthy of a day or tweo of
hiking because of their centrml location and e=asy accdssibility.

# ¥ % A ®

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, scheduled far March 9, was cancelled at the last
Ulnute in Favor of attending = "critinue” of the Winter McKinley Asscue operation,
t wes desirable to hold the criticue while events were still fresh and also to
%in from the commentary of the still-present membsrs of the Mountain Rescus

uncil From the Seattle area., Hopefully, 8 report on the rescue will be aveilable

::T the next issus of Scree. A substitute Executive Committee mesting was held

rch 13 to approve the summar climbing mnd hikino schedule.

& & B % % ®
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agn gl =% b sTED MOUNTATN Februsry 19 Bab Seurre

februsry 19th. Bill Heuser =nd I mede =~ one-riry sscent of Kickste~ Mountein,
- v, Kickste~ lies nerr *the herd of Tincen Creek =nd is ~rominent to the
she=at Trom the Johngaon Peas recractione]l sreae. Stenrino into skis =t 7 ~.p.,
peoen the Four mile four. cortourine g bove Tincen®s deenly indented me=ndars
til == gained the broad valley floor. Ra the sun roms highsr in clouvdless
""1.,. I recalled with vengeful emotion a Nee Your¥s weskend attempt which sxpired
th bad weather. Our march led to a bowl below the small glecial basin which
1icks the mountain'a northwsatern slope.

prter attaching skins, we mecended the bowl and gained e corniced deposit of moreine
gre WA-~cached our skis. The moreine line led to m snout hemvily laden with snow,
a.l'F“"d only by m solitary blotch of blue ice. After roping up, we treverssed the
in rim to » point below the northwest ridge which wes to be our route. A short
climb put ue on tep of m broad spine on which we moved cantinuously on good snow
por several rope langthe before it narrowed to o step of rock which Bill led.
two more leads up a corniced, unduleting spine brought us to the beee of a protruding
- Flake of rock, partislly meaked with snow. The only certein route went over ite
top which Bill emrefully led, cleaning snow-Filled holds s he went. One mors lead
gt us at the base of the summit cone. While lesding these lest Few rops lengths,
1 reflected that ths mountain was named, no doubt, For this portion of the route.

tha summit was sharply pointed mnd so badly corniced that we took meparats turna
gtonding on top. It wes now 3 p.m. After descending the cone, we decided to move
glrsctly down the southewest Fece to s point where we could traverss back to the ridge
pelow the rock pitches. Aftar eix lesds of cautlous lesp~froggling mcross sun—
grenched snow, ee regalned the northeest ridoe. We retraced the route to our skia
and trekked out, concluding our climb at 5:30 p.m. under bright moonlight.

@ 8 B B B 5B

O'MALLEY PEAK January 14 Helen Uoffe

g laft ma daen was bresking at B8 a.m. from the wan der Learne' after = half hour
er 82 in their garage putting on end adjusting skines,with mutteringe From Gary =
pbout & missing marker toepiece and Dick abaut missing skins. The group consisted
of Gary Hanaan, Leader, Hans uen der Leman, Halen Wolfwe, Peter Vlmaveldt, Malcolm
tyera, and Dick Koshn, Wa mrde good time up road, mlong mnd scross powerline,

snd part uay up valley lesding to the back of 0'Malley, whan we ren out of snow
{dus to windswept conditions) end had to mbandon skis. We continued on foot. A
bit later Dick decided it h~d been too long since he had basn out snd that it was
time to ruit. The rest of us forged shead or straggled on, respactively. The

o summit was resched between 3:30 and 4 p.m. and wa left »= new register. The descant

w3 in sporoaching derkneses and we skied out in sbsolute darkness. WUs returned to
the van der Laana' st @ p.m. for & thoroughly welcome dinner.

PASTORAL, 4765'(7), FIRST WINTER ASCENT January 27-22 Nick Parker

The besuty of en Aleskan pesk in winter is unsurpeesed by mny other terrain, be
it uplend or lowlmnd. Soms of us sre mble to enjoy this Besuty while others
remain cabin=bound in Anchormge. Bob Spurr, Gerry Garland, and I were sble to
taks advantage af this high mountain world on January 29 mnd 22,

Llear blum skies grestsd us ms we emergad from our car into the snowy world of
Jhnson Pasa. The Taylar Creek valley, our route For the day, rose abruptly From
the road to o col about 2% miles away. Bob, Gerry, end [ ruickly deperted From tha
™ad, wishing to tnke mduantage of the superlative weather. The wind had done most
o our work for us, and we nruickly geined altitude on the crusted snow. Two hours
o wark brought ue to ®» point balow the col, necessitating ths sbandon mant of our
Bicks, an unfortunste loss indesd.

bs lere gur camp mt approximately 11 a.m. and procesded to the col on skis. Our

:‘* loomed mbove us, remoteness only bringing it nearer. We descended sbout 200
%t and followsd n medinl ridge =and smell gl=cier to the bewe of our routs on the

:tth ridge. Eesy snow end rock led us to the susmit, where/found sun, eind, and
itne, all in liberal smounts.
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fesE s _. W depoeited & regieter, unofficislly naming ths mountein "Pastoral ™
i ® _rerring to the sxcellent conditions wa had, We returned to the cemp end had
i< : Z - :"uprﬁl dinner, compliments of Bob Spurr.

ys opent a comfortable night, whether you sre suppoeed to or not in winter,
Sundey we lounged around until sbout 10 a.m. The ski run out wms
‘Ihunratinm blue skiss and tremendous snow edded to the plessurs. Arrived at
g road sbout 1 p.m., whers we were grested by & most disheartening scene:
car wa had left for only 30 hours wes mitting forlornly on the snow, minue
pirasy whesls, windows, mnd most everything elese necessary for travel in an auto,
gne of our prrty hitchhiked back into Anchorrge and returned later to retrieve us.

: In_ The pesk wa climbed mnd the weather we climbed it in were nice in retrospect,
put it's too bad the trip wee merred by some unruly tourists.

"R

MISCELLANIE

fesuss of tha American Alpine Club Journsls still needed for MCA pressntstion
to the AMU' librery ars noted as Followse: 1929, 1930, 1931, 1933, 1934, 1935,
19%6, 1937, 1938, 1940, 1961, 1963, 1964, 1965, 1966,
L O
B pountain silhoustte on page 1 of February Scres is Ffemilier 9'Malley Pesk™ an
e the Anchorage skyline.
* W W
gane Ven der Lean and Gary Hensen cross-country skisd from Arctic Valley to Bill
Long'e homestead near the South Fork of Esgle River. Callis Uan der Laan
sttempted to drive up the South Fork lower roed to meet them, Recant thawe mnde
the roed impasssble after two miles. Callie and Fimlotta walked in to mest Hana
gnd Gary, snd thay all three visited the Longe and Elizabeth Carroll before selking
prck through four derk miles to the car. (Sunday, March 5)
&= ® # &
NOTES OM MCA DIRECTOR #1t Gary Hansen, born and sducated in Englend...architect...
e bacams interssted in climbing through "Outward Bound" progrem...since leaving
prt g2 e Ty England, has lived, treveled, and climbed in numerous spote but has stayed longeat
) AL in Aleska, whers ha has lived since 1963...climbs in the Chugach snd Talkestnme...
is presently chairmen of the Alasks Rescus Group, and hese recently been very busy
' wlth that job!
1 5 / P
b ' The April Fireside will be held at Hane & €allis ven der Lemn's house on April
el g . g e 7, Friday, B p.m,
o TR R

Thirty Hikes in the Iu% Chugach, published jointly by the MCA and the Seattle
Bountainoers, should bo out betweon Juns 15 and July “st,
& % 8 B B S B
* The Executive Committes met at Caynnath UWilson's on Barch *3th. Diescussien centered
. on the summer climbing and hikino scheduls, rock ond glecier scheols, end the merits
of various tente being conaidered for purchese.
& % 8 % B B B BB
- M In tha late afternoon of *1 March, Grece snd Win Hosmen took Sesttlo visitors
LTI —— flenn Kelsey, Jerry Neugard, Dick Porgster, and Al Rendall for their first climb in
fifmes ol the Chugach, Flattop Mountain, 35257,
18 f - EREEREEEN
Gk M ARG BENEFIT POLEA DANCE will be held April 44th at the Westward Hotel. Music
by Denny Zantek, donation only £2.00. Proceeds will help the ARG to poy some recent

- : billa end beef up the benk sccount, hopefully. Thero may oven be oxotic door prizes,
: - ®
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&m is published monthly by the Mounteineering Club of Alsske. Scres staff:
| "ris Lundstrom, Marge Maegoe, Cmllie VUyn der Lean, Cerol Delloe. Articles on trips
" other material to nppesr in Scres should be sent to Marie Lundstrom, Box 4=964,
Mtug- 99503, or call 277-08456 (homa) or 272-0554 (work).
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4 P“ﬂm MOUNTATN, 4544 Fabruary 11 = 12 Vin Hoeman

gueing his reconnaisnnce of tha f-topuoks Coalfislds in 1905, Or. G.C. Ezrtin of
e USCS recorded the nome Pinmacle Bountcoin as the loeal neme of » sharp-topped
posk acrosa tha Matonusks RAiver. In the ensuino 62 years Pinnacle has shared with
Lazy and Kinga Bountnine the distinction of being one of the fow nomed Fentures in
the portheeatern Chugach.

{n the susmer tho BEntanusks River le o Formidablo berrier, ond winter mountzinecering
s only now recoivinn the intorest it doserves in Alaskm, 8o no ottempts on this =p.
ain had boen recorded when Grece and I decided to teke adventngo of the river
gn to climb it, We eroosed tha river and pitched our tent in o moome bed neath the
,gttummh tha night of *1 Fobruary, and inm tho morning esound our way throuoh thick
pldar ond dovil's eclub (tolornble ot this se-son) en snowshogs to tho SU ridee of
tpinnecla, Five fonrless goete snd m Flock of enow buntings we Found onjoying tha
gouth alopo-sunshine sbove timborline. The towsre on top wore o rottonish rhyslitic
s but a route wee Found up mixed rock and smow of e southwosterly gqully to the su
genit of the nosrset towsr, which sesmod to be highost. A colrn wes built on the
guell epece aveilsble snd o record loft. Despite its diminutive olevetion, we feel
gure this was a first oscont,

L B R

CONSERVATION COBMITTEE REPORT Ceynnoth Uilson

i special Committes on Consarvation, sppointed to conslder what, If ony, part the
mA should play in this offort, met on Farch 13th. Prosent wero Callie ven der Loen,
palen ®olfé, Prul Crows, Sr., Bill Dovis, Leo Hennen, Cery Hanson, Vin Hoemen, Bnde
peynnath Wilson, Chalgmnn, = representative cross-section of club memborship.

A letter Ffrom the Feaderntion of Western Outdoora Clubs urging MCA to apply For
pecborehip wna the prime order of businesas. It wes the consensus thet MCA should not
ot this time jeim tha FUOC.

However, tho committoo expressed unonimity in Fooling thot MCA should undertoke a
firm role in conmarvotion. Therefore, this Committos recommonds to the club memborship
thet o Mountain Conservntion Committeo be sppointod and that ite purpose be the
eonservation of mountoine ond their environs. Furthor that this Committee should
promote activelyi
(1) preoervetion of mountains in their noturnl states »
{2) educrtion of tho public to the oconomic mnd other
velues of preservction,




