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-~red that the shortest distance bet ween two point s in not a straight line, &B he 
dl'cobl ed up the hill on breaking crust and in t high deep powder. 
s.:.rBI"' 

t tb~ homestead skie vere certainlY a help tor a short distance, but Ni ck &nd Gayle 
f8.6 both without and I parked mine at the base ot the cliilib as the snov was very 
liCte .,1 e.nd vind packed. 
c,o.-1lS .. 

toOk a route up the west ridge until ve encountered very hard glazed wind packed snow. 
\ft,., b&re ro-ck route acrose the gul.le.Y t o the .south now looked very attractive and v~ 
~ ... t 20 minutes cutting our way across the ice , I foolishly forgot Ul)' cra.apons. 
speD 
t;bell ve wert! e.cross • 

8 
nt a very pleasant hour on the top eating lunch and lookins out across the e1ty. 

we ._.:: one of those uaemor&ble days when t~1e sky is so clear and blue that diat&ncea are 
!1..i.lluhed. Mckinley, t he Alaska Range and the volcanic peaks of the l"ertinaule were 
&,La&05-t at anna reach. Th.e t~mpera.tu.n: vaa aroUDd 20° F. 

ere vas certa inly no indication, just one week away f'rcxn ground-hog day, that UJ¥ 
:irY m.a,nnot was about t o stick his head out of the ground up here, tho he vould have 
bOd a stronz derk shadow if he 1 d dAred. 

81 
2:·30 we were down and guest s or Dr. and Mrs Bach tor coffee and again relished the 

.ognit 1cent scene. 

jl)a deY was perhaps a little Jaded by our spendi ng the following i'our hours digging a 
·Ttell Alaskan'1 out of a sno\ol' bank twice and by Ni ck loosing his ski ns to a.n opportwlist 
v!lo had followed h is tracks into the bush. Otherwise very vorthwi le. Where vas 
e·:ery!lody else thet day? 

By Vin Hoeman 

!l<! good fortune i n Visiting the highest state highpoint, our own MeKialey, and the 010st 
"'""'te one (Hawe.U •s MAuna Kea), led me to consider atto,.pting to be first to vi s i t all 50· 
so my girl fr i end and I atter & day ot -rockclLnbing &t Seneca Rock {where ve ran into 
r.on Stockard, our Sevard friend) c l1o11b ed Spruce Knob, 486o, the highpoint of West 
Virginia. Then on our vay south to her hC>M for 'lb&nksg1ving we walked to 5719 Mt. .....,...., 
llodgers, Virgi nia and drove t o 3548 Sassai'ras l~tn., South Caroline, to 4784 Brasstow 
!lal<l i n Georgia, and 2407 Cheahe Mtn. in Alabama . Continuing down to Pl.oride we visited 
the lowest state highpoint at 345 feet e levati on • 

~'rem M18i.D1 I flew alone to Barranquilla, Colombia passing over CUba and Jamaica. My 
objeet!ve was t he Santa Marta uplift which rises nearly 19,000 feet just 30 mile s i nland 
froll tbe Caribbean, the greatest auch rise from an qcean anywhere on aarth. Busses took 
•• across the Rio Magdalena and up to Velled\lpar wnt@ I hired a Jeep to take a e t o 
At&nquez. where the tr-aU s began. !lhe:re I hired a Oo1 vho spoke English, Spanish, and 
Arhuac: to accompany me i nto the mountains, and ve set out on t rails t hrough prilfli t i ve 
Mian villages. At one ot the villages t h e voungest wife of the chief wanted ;ne, my 
lnterpreter told o.11e, but I didn't stick around long enough to f ind out if ber i nterest 
v.ss procreative or ga.strono~n1c . A rattlesnake barring our way about 11,000 t'urniiS:hed 1Ae 
& batband and a m~&l . iVo days' march brought us to a spot near 14,000 on the upper 
Rto Donachui thet I considered suite.ble for m;y highca;•P• 'llle next day (8 Dee) w left 
••rly Vith light loads • 

In&dv~rtantly, ucy ax.e and cr~pona had been left in MiMi, so I had to t1nd a roek roUte, 
&.nd to add to my trouble~J, m-y companion gav-e up about 16,000 due to unaccustoaed Uti tude 
an:l sno\1. SO only the Andean cond.ora kept me company as I sought out the fine grBDite BE 
r1dg~ of Pico La Re i na, 18,160, t he J1-t h highest &UI&Ilit in the range . Part~ up this 
r :dse the angle or d1f'ficult roc:lt becawe too great to justify solo el1mbiQ8, but luckily 
a hanging glaciel' on t he east lace was available to vork t'DY way up on till I could rejoin 
~e rid&e when its angle eased. Weather, snov, and tQY ow physiea.l conditi on were per­
iect , l'.ad any of t he1a not been I ' d hav~ had to give i t u p . Aa it vaa on the snow crest, 
. bad Only time to shoot a roWld of photos then hurry dow in order not to have to 
;.1·10\lac on my mountain . I spent a few more days on the t raUa of the i ntriguing Sierra 
>art&, but t he only other climb I made on t his ~'South American .Recon" vas a rather uninter­
esting hill in the Ba6tero A.nd.e& near Bogota • 

~ illy ~ay back to W""hington at Cbr1Stma.o t U.re I rejoined Tina Cobb in Alab..,.. and we 
~~;ke~ off the 806 1 higllpoint ot Missi ssippi, Woodall Mtn. 1hen New Years weekend ve 
ot '~0 to ~cton to lneet Da.ve J'oh.nat.on and Pete Robinson a t the la.tter • a holl)e and the 4 
tl \la vent up into i\lckerma.n Ravine on Mt. Washington 1n Nev Ha.mpahire on 1 Jan. and 
,.::bed to 6288• o\llllmit ot New Englend the following day. 'l'emp. -6°F, but we enJoyed a 
~ caloo j ust hours after ll2 U1ph winds: By the way, 'l'ina ie now my 1'1ance and I 

to bring her home to Ala.ska vi th me next swamer. 


