
"ountainec ring Club or Alaska 
3ox 2037 
Anchora ' e Alaslce. 01 
Jul 1 

n•s:t ;.CA rneetif16 on July 20, 1964 ttill be held e.t A.i- 0 at t:nc usual 
1'18 

8 8 p. ~n. \fe are rea turing tbe roclc olio b ""':-.g school ( see ;,elott), sllow 
t!;d;S of t~le i'eril Peak ascent Dnd taltc about seaf'ety in t t ... o moun~a ins . 
5

11 
persons in·tereste(! in tr..e eli~bing sedool a rc urgod to attend Af"'d 

:egister. Member$_hips available. 

avc)t CJ..It.~lt~G sc .... ooL -,l!!lY 20 - Registration: To be eligible, persons must be r .CA ;t:e:)bers and. 
must sign a liability release. 

luly 27 • Intro~uction: 7:)0 p •.• 1. at AMU. Introduction to ttle course and 
equiptnent. Available for purc.-lase : ltanual "Ropes, 
. . nots at'ld Slings for CliQlbors• at club prices. 

A""· 8/9 - Rock School: - This \/ill be hold at tho south east end of Bklutna 
Lake. Camp at t t--0 not., BUt oar:.r.ground about 2 miles 
f'rom the lake-. Scbool wi l l oo held on t h e rocks 
near snout of etrtutna Glacier. 

oetails f'or tra n s:?o r-tati o n, list of clothing and equipcnent, etc. at the 
JulY 20th meeting. 'nle school will cover subjects 1is ted below, though not 
necessarily in tb.is order. The.re h'ill be de:nons tra tions followed by prac-
tt ... 

1) Climb~ng free 2) The c llmbina: rope 
a) ual!cing and route f'inding a) ~hat it is :nado oC, usos, sizes, 
b) Hand and footholds length, strength 
c) Balance b) Never step on itl 
d) Counterf"orce c) Coil inS: it 

J) Knots and Slings ~) Rope team elimbing 
a) Typos: over-handed bot'lline, 

bowline on a coil,middlo~an 1 s­
butterfly- s~uare and others. 

b) Hot! to use the l"no ts 

a) u.1on to ropo up 
b) traveling in unison 
c) w~en to belay 

,, aelaying with tne rope 
a) Salay positions 
b) Rope lll\ndling 
e) Signals 

6) Ro.p.>eling 
7) Survival and rirs t Aid .. ge., era l cone opts 

CONSTRUCTION TO GET UNDilRiiAY - EKLUTNA GLACIER 

a winter or t\n.:t ious planning, b ... rd t'lork. and frustration our 
llltlu1tna Glacier cabin n0\1 a p pce.rs destined £or at loast partial completion 

Inst>ection of the site earlier this s pring revealed tbat during 
our plywood had either been s h.& lten or blown off its perch 400 1 

site and, Cor all practical purposes, lost on the glacier below. 
ut beams and joists, h.owever, survived; with tt~ese we intond. to 

construction over the weelcend of July 18/19, continuing the 25th a nd 
Anyone in teres ted in lending a hand over these two wookends, pleas& 
t faul Crews at BR ~8661 or FA 2J64J: or Gregg E~iokson at FA 2-1)78 
6 pm. Required will be normal s~lbcr ca·Jp gear, cra...Jpons, ioe a.xo, 
m,inimal a nount or ice e:tperlence. If you are in doubt about your ax-

ence, give raul or GreJg a call . 

90ARUOF GEOGrtABHIC NAMES bas accepted all names proposed by MCA 
tho exception of Rook t•Jtn. 'lbe names we re published in the Dooomber 1963 
or Scree 

TlUP June lJ 

people turned out for the ttike to Snowbird i·"ine which is located 
ttle Susi tna Lodge and East or Independence f.ine. Julius Noor had 
the NCA a cabin near Snowbird i·1ine and th.e purpose or- tho bike was 
l.t over. 
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sinee tcore wos a big washout near Little SusitnA Lodae we l•ft tue 
and hiked Gbout sl% miles along t h o ola ~u1no road. Tbe cabin is at 

cers ~ w1tb a aood stream neacby . It bas a li•inc room-kitcnen , a b•droom 
1!: :n attlo as voll as closets. It. •••n coAea equipped td.t'b stoYe, sink, 
~ ot 3 na colO runn1n8 water•, 1 e1ectricity1 , •bed• •nd 'easy c~~ir' ••••• 

b _. .3ooci oleon-up vlll p ut l.t in g :::.od st1a.>e tor use by 1.CA :ne!Dbers • an... ~ 

1b• cabin s1Yoa easy access to Montana ; oak and ua4 ueed by Vin Hoe~n 
nd party last yenr when t hoy made this climb. There are several other 

;.,3~5 in tne area, one over 6000 1 , as well •• a:ood hit<106 country. 

A}iliOUNO£(t;JiNTSs July 18/19 - Clean-up party at tl:l'l* Snowbird ~. ina cabin, 
rain or shine. Brins raga, oloan$er, broom, mop Dnd pail• food and 
overni.sht gear . tioet 7,;30 a.m. Saftn.,ay parl<ins lot, 9th Ana Gambella 
oall ~~rie Lun~strom ror rurther informa~ion. ten 80922) 

!o!T• ?;ARCUS BAKllR A TTtiMPT June 18 to 2:l by Lelga Ba~ing 

'The bigbeet p•al< in tne Chugach -Range, Tt.ount i<.aroue Baker • 13,176' 

1~ often visible froo our local ~ountains. But becau•• ot its inaccessibi­
lity it baa not orton been attempted. Unl••s ono land• a ski-plane on 
, broad snowtlold litorally under tbo su.m1t, a whole week of bard back­
pocldr\8 is nec••••ry to get to ;~arcus Baker and back to ci-vi1i&ation. 
Tvus far, t h o main P••k bas only been c~imbed once ( anamo on us) and 
that was ln 1938 by Brad t1asbburn. The 1over North feak vas climbed in 
1959 by Paul Crev e and party, oC ~hlch I was a momber. 

Ul$!:1 month, J'ohn .:ooust.an oaa:Je bock to town and •t i tb bim were .Aaron 
and Ruttl 3 Ct:'loidor wbo had left tnelr bom• near \talclen 7ond for a suRI.i.er 1 s 
cli.;.~bing in Ala•k" and S .C. It clidn 1 -t t"lH<O t L.o::1 long to con vince Ill& to 
bt tne f"ourtb member of a week-long expod1t1on to .~. t . ... arcus 3aker. I 
n&cl looked ov6r the proposed route b o.fore and tho other tbreo t1ew the 
route two dAya before our depart ure. It involvod a Supercub l&nding at 
tiny Grossboppor Airs trip a nd then to "'ork our t·JOy for at least two days 
up the vory ru~aed lo\ller portion of' the 11.nik Glacier to a s ·.nooth snow­
fiel d. beain.1it16 at obout 7000'. From there it is still About 10 mi.los to 
th.e foot ot t a o steep su;n.;""ni t 1 tself. \1e alloued 8 full days and took 
s.lOlt'·Siloea ~itb us, hoping tnat perhap.s we would bave timo to cli.mb 
... t. Goode ea well. 

Our pilot, Olck hauilton of Palmer, had never soon a•real 'mountain 
climb•r•. ~fnen he lett t •• e last passens_er at Gr asshopper ( ole,... 1200 1 ) 

r .:.ursdey noon ho said h.e 'd f"ly over us so.zao timo aurlna the following 
oays just to ••• wuat we were up to. It begen to dri~~lo as ve heaved 
our loads and slowly worked througb brush and swa~p onto the ~oraino . 
It looked .no•t unlnv1t1ngl 'le decided to orosa on to t h o :;-liicier ice 1tsel8. 
..• but spont eony hours z.ig-r.aggi..ng arounc:l eno ovor cre.-asses • .Late at 
nioht, in pour1n& rain , we still hadn 1 t reat::bed solid ground. Insteacl, 
~e travellea in a foot of alusb . Snowaho•4 helped some to keep us above 
~ta-cer, but wn en wo round a spot of' 1just 1 snow w• made oe..i'lp and sacked 
out • 

At noon th.o noxt clay we took off a .sain. Tho rain nad stop,,ed. In June 
ve have no problom \tlth the li.;ht and it is po••ibio to travel with. the 
veatl'ler resardlesa or the time of fiay. A very orovo.a.sod area took us hours 
to cross ana lt was late af"ternoon waen wo oro.wlod up the very steep 
btu$b.y noao ot a ridge tl'la t bad served as hoadquar tors £or a R.escue 
trainins sossion in the s~ring of '62. At that time, everyone lan4ed 
by balicoptorl Ab woll, stoopea. under my mucb too boavy ~~.elty I could 
at leaat a ppreciate the aolitude. Beyond and above this ridge we ~ound 
uootber 6:round o.ncl wore snowshoes eYery inch. of tbo way . .. !1 thout them 
1ta may never haTe reached b.:igb c8Jtlp ln 4 day a . 

During tbo followinc ~o days we literally auf£ered our way up a 
:,:&dual •nowf1ald. tie t"ound ourselves •surrounded.' by en o-.en and our skin 

1 gan to •l•z.le and 11ps blistered. But Aaron kno\1 the porfoe t answer. 
~had ~de rood saoka from old diapers and those voro us~ to make bead 
s ea$es toe way Beduins wea.r them wh en ridlng ca:uela across the desert. 

0~-0Qay it rainod in tb.e lover Cb.U,gaob, but up there ve were af'r-aid 
, su~s~rokol In tho al'ternoon tnat Suoday we had gone as tar as we wanted 
ean: l>ltched high oamp at lO,,oo' below a subaidiary sum..: it ot h t. I.arous 
1~ •.r. The route wo.s clear • •• up the nead.\ofall ot th.o cirque , around. tbe 
tr-i.soo• tJeak, and to the foot or the REAL tbins ••• • 1.2 bour round 

P , no more. 
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~e felt tired and ~rn out by the infernal beat. 3ut at nigbt it 

t cold and extre.ne1y l'findy. Socks and boots would have fro.,en, .'lad we s:t talceo them into the sleepi.ngs bags. h onday onorning "e were s t111 
0 a ~wirl oC clouds, but tbe wind appeared to decrease and tbe weather 
~:low us looked promising. 

At 8 a.O'I. ve were ready to go, tatcing all spare clothes and .socks 
s ~ell as a bivouac sack. New snow had fa1len and drifted deeply into 

• ur cirque, 1be terrain, tbougb., \·ras too steep for snowshoes and \f& left 
:b.etn to bold up the Logan tent. !1& started breaking trail through Cluff'"y 
do•P snow. Last in line, I drop.~ed trailmarkors in our tracks • 

Suddenly I neard a shout looldn.g up I saw two figures where three 
should be. Rutb had disappeared into a crevasse. Later sbe told me sne 
was just stepping f'orward to talce her turn in breakin~ trail as sa.e felt 
tb• snow give way. She though.t it was just more soft snow yet and wanted 
to turn to make an angry remark ••• and suddenly thero was only air. 
An lee ledge caught Ruth before the rope did, a~d hit the inside of her 
tci.gb. t:fe wasted not a minute to drop .two rope-e.1.ds with loops in them, 
one tor eaob foot to stand in, but R.utll. called up her leg was hurt. 
Loo lcing down into a crevasso tt~at had no bo t tom, .she never panicked a 
second. Instead slt e told us how she could best belp us get her out. 

!lD minutes ( tuey SO£med very long indeed) she appeared over 
tb.e rim, covered with snow. We laid her on the bivouao sack and wrapped 
down clothes around her. tfo b8ne seemed broJton; so ,.,.i th help Rutb inched 
nor way bac!c to camp wb.ere a closer examination was made . Ruth 1s lof't 
leg was one blue bruise from the lcneo up and her lnuscles near the dia­
phragm were pulled. She was in no shape to make tho long rugged trip 
bacl< to Grasshopper Valley. 

After tea and lunch we packed camp. The wind had stopped and again 
tbe furnace was ,.,ith us. A toboggan was made , using a plastic tarp for a 
sliding surface. Ruth sat on ensolite and an air mattress and was tied 
in securt'lly • • • the arducu.s trip to the lo,,er snowfield began. On snow­
shoes we pulled lik& sled-dogs, belaying from bohind over the steeper 
pitches. Partial white-out conditions made slow going . 

- Opposite i t. Goode, at 7500', we made camp, The area below iii beavily 
orevassed. and the tbr6G of U$ could take Ruth no f'urther. '~'e p lanned to 
leaved Aaron and Rut-h ca~:aped her ,.,i til 4 days food and fuel. John and 
I t1ould leave Yecinesday morni.ng for a t-wo-day walk to Grasshopper 
and our rendevouz with Dick. 

Tuesday morning was brilliant. ;.:arcus daker winked and us and grinned • 
And with Rutb resting on the air ma ; tress and a ,.,hole day to spare, the 
three o1' us cast wish.ful glances at unclimbed .. t. Goode .•• but then 
we h~ard ttle plano. Dick eire-led over us ( the th.ird time during the 
trip). \Hth our f'our bod.d.es we made an X ( sie nal for 1 unable to proceed 1 } 

and then th.e thre• of us stood. up. pointing at Ruth. The situation was 
obvious. Dick circled f'cjr a lt itude and started. t h.e radio. ~:e could hear 
tn.e voices thrOU,g;h. tile clear air. But as he circled .fo r..._..'D.O.L:e-~l..t-.a.o 
hour, wo got \torried. (Vhat i.s- the signa l for "go away • ?) 

An hour later, t.~e. Army chopj,.,er arrived. Out jumped a doctor, bag 
in hand. !·lithout discus.sion, Ruth was .snatohod off tbo snow and placed 
into the bird. aut- wait a minute - .. where arc you taking her?? At last 
we succeeded in having t h em Sl11 t ch off t~'le noisy wind-maclline and settle 
4own tor a pow-wow. Rutb had indeed no place to go and it was best to 
seoo someone along. "lie 1 ve got room for all o-r you• , ,.,.as the reply, 11 but 
nurt-y up, wo don 1 t bave ~11 day" • So 1-1hile Dick SnLL circled overhead, 

--

we Packed camp in haste and l eft tb.e lovely spot without a chanc-e to look 
back. \'/e SQUeez.ed on top of" our gear , a door Cel l shut -- and we soared 
?•er the terrain WG ~d lfOrkeci so hard to cross on foot .. It W'as kind of :fun. 
~ut back in Palmer we all felt dazed. Everything t'las unreal. tie b.ad come 
trom 7..500 1 to sea lev,el in 15 minutes and the trip 1\las over - just like 
batt Ruth flew with the chopper ·to Anchorage to .s-ee George Wichman, 

;nd we others drove the cars back to toWn, only to find we had made head­
ines without ,climbing the peak I had wish.ed for years to stand on 

top oc. But 1 have a hunch t h is ~as not the last "attempt• for me, 

P.s. Ruth 1 & injury was not dangeroUs, but very painful, and after a few 
ct..y., 1 rest in my home she tta.s able to walk around, in a i'ashi.on. They 
t~en left f'or McKinley Park and a.c~ Ruth writes sne is doing exercises 
to Jlernaps 'do some cno<!.Grate climbing at the end of the su.:.omer • 


