7]
L]
&
L}

. gors: -elza EBading & Mountainecring Club of Alaska
L rrescott, Jox 2037 Sox 2037

;mrgz apms blaska Anchoraze, alasks 99501
: f. July, lﬁgﬁ

next 1.CA meeting on July 20, 1964 will be held at AILU at tae usual
ﬂwa f p.mns Ye are featuring the rock climb:.ng sciool ( see Delow), show
ti:dés of tae Feril Feak ascent and talk about safety in tie mouncains,
sl rsons interestec in the climbing scaool are urged to attend and
registers Memberships available.
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Iuli 20 - Registration: To be eligible, persons must be [,CA nenbers and

must sign a liability release.

!Elr_g? = Introcuction: 7:;30 p.un. at AMU, Introduction to tihe course and
equipment,. Available for purcaase: Manual "Ropes,
.nots and S5lings for Climbers" at club prices,

Aug 8/9 = Reck School: This will be held at the south east end of Eklutna

Lake, Camp at tue new BLM canpground about 2 miles
from the lake., School will oe held on tihe rocks
near snout of EkTutna Glacier.

petails for transportation, list of clothing and equipuent, etc, at the
July 20th meeting, The school will cover subjects listed belew, though not
pegessarily in this order. There will be demonstrations followed by prac-

tie®.

1) Climbing free 2) The climbinz rope
a) walking and route finding . a) what it is made of, uses, sizes,
b) Hand and footholds length, strength
¢) Balance b} Never step on itl
d) Counterforce ¢} Coilinz it
3) Enots and Slings 4) Rope team climbing
a) Types: over-handed bowline, a) waen to rope up
bowline on a coil,middlesan's- b) traveling in unison
butgerfly- square and others. ¢) waen to belay

b) How to use the knots

5) Selaying with the rope
a) Selay positions
b) Rope handling
e) Signals
&) Rapaeling
7) Survival and First Aid = geaeral concepts

MCA CABIN CONSTRUCTION TO GET UNDERWAY - EKLUTNA GLACIER

After a winter of anxious plapning, h-rd work, and frustration our
lutna Glacier cabin now appears destined for at least partial completion
tis summer. Inspection of the site earlier this spring revealed that during
‘@ winter our plywood had either been shawen or blown off its perch Loo?
bove the site and, for all practical purposes, lost on the glacier below,
¢ precut beams and joists, however, survived; with these we intend to
tart gonstruction over the weekend of July 18/19, continuing the 25th and
th. Anyone interested in lending a hand over these two weekends, please
ntact Faul Crews at BR 58661 or FA 23643; or Gregg E“ickson at FA 2-1378
ter 6 pm., Required will be normal summer caap gear, cra.ipons, ice axe,

& minimal anount of ice experience, If you are in doubt about your ex=-
Fience, give raul or Gregs a call,

BOARDOF GEUGRAFHIC NAMES has accepted all names proposed by MCA

th the exception of Hook ltn, The names were published in the Decomber 1963
Bue of Scree

o \
“BIRD CASIN TRIP June 13 by liarge Prescott

':"t“lﬂ people turned out for the hike to Snowbird i:ine which is located
rr Little Susitna Lodge and East of Independence !.ine, Julius poor had

:r‘d the NCA a cabin near Snowbird iine and the purpose of the hike was
%k it over,
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gince tizere was a big washout pear Little Susitna Lodge we left taa
and hilked about six miles along the old mine road. The cabin is at
nd with & good stream nearby. It has a living room-kitcnen, 2 bedroom

nd an attlic as well as closets. It even coues equipped with stove, sink,
2t funf- and 0old running water”, "electricity", "bed" and "easy caair" ..ees
a good clean-up will put it in zood shape for use by ..CA members,

cars
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. The cabin gives easy access to Montana rfeak and was used by Vin Hoeaan
and party last year when they made this climb. There are several other
pesiss in thne area, one over 5000, as well as good hiking country.
ABNOUNGERENTS: July 18/19 - Clesan-up party at the Snowbird i.ine cabin,
i : rain or shine, Bring rags, clcanser, broom, mop and pail, food and

s ' gvernisht gear, liset 7:30 a.m, Safeway parking lot, 9th ana Gambelly
call marie Lundstrom for further information. (BR 80922)

MT. MARCUS BAREH ATTEMPT June 18 te 23 by Lelga Bading

i : T The highest peak in tne Chugach Range, MNount mArous Baker - 13,176' -
ijs often visible from our local mountains. But because of its ipaccessibi
1ity it has not of ten been attempted. Unless one lands a ski-plane on

a broad smowfield literally under the summit, a whole week of hard backe
packing is necessary to get to ¥arcus Baker and bacl to civilization,

Taus far, the main peak has only been climbed once ( shame on us) and

that was in 1938 by Brad Washburn. The lower Morth reak was climbed in
1959 by Faul Crows and party, of which I was a member.

Last month, John Zouscan came back to town and with him were Aaron
(o and Ruth Setneider who had left toeir home near Valden sond for a sumier's
clizabing 4in Alaska and B.C, It didn't taxe tuen long to convince ma to
| be toe fourth member of a week-long expedition to ,.t, sAarcus Haker., I
gad looked over the proposed route bLefore and the other three flew the
route two days before our departure, It involved a Supercub landing at
tiny Grasshopper Adrstrip and then to work our way for at least two days
up the very rugged lower portion of the unik Glacier to a smooth sSnow-
field beginning at about 7000'., From there it is still about 10 miles to
the foot of tiie steap sunmit itselfl, We allowed 8 full days and took
soowsioes with us, hoping that perbaps we would have time to climb
Lt, Goode as well,

Our pilot, Dick Lhanilton of Falmer, had never seen a"real "mountain
- climber®, “aen he left t.e last passenger at Grasshopper | elew, 1200')
Tuursday noon he sald he'd fly over us sone time during the following
geys Just to see what we were up to, It began to drizzle as we heaved
our loads and slowly worked through brush and swa.:p onto the moraine,
It looked aost uninvitingl e decided to cross onte the zlacier ice itselfd
+»» but spent many hours zig-zagging around and over crevasses, Late at
night, in pouring rain, we still hadn't reached solid Zround, Instead,
we travelled Iin a foot of slush, Snowshoes helped some to kKeep us abowve

water, but wnen we found a spot of 'just' snow we mads caap and sacked
aut,

At poon the next day we took off azain. The rain had stopged. In June
We bave no problem with the lizht and it i3 possible to travel with the
Weather regardless of the time of day. A very creovassed area took us nours
. | o cross and it was late afterncon when we orawled up the very steep
i brushy nose of a ridge that had ssrved as headquarters for a Hfescuse
training session in the spring of '62, At that time, everyone landed
by helicopter! Ah well, stooped under my much too heavy welty I could
at least appreciate the solitude. Beyond and above this ridge we found
SNgother ground and wore snowstoes every inch of the way. “ithout them
¥¢ may never have reached high camp in Kdnra.

During the following two days we literally suffered our way up a

be Ual snowfield, We found ourselves 'surrounded' by an oven and our skin

28n to sizzle and lips blistered, But Aaron knew the perfect answer,
drh.d made food sacks from old diapers and these were used to make head
En““' the way Bedulns wear them when riding camels across the desert.
nr"‘-"‘? it rained in the lower Chugach, but up there we were afraid
‘mshnutroknl In the afterncon tnat Sunday we had gone as far as we wanted
Bai Pitehed high camp at 10,500" below a subsidiary sum:it of [Lit, iarcus

®r'. The route was clear ... up the headwall of the cirque, around the
300" peak, and to the foot of the REAL thing ... a 12 hour round

e £l ko tﬂ.p, no more,
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ye felt tired and worn out by the infernal heat. 2ut at night it
1d and extremely windy. Socks and boots would have frozen, aad we

£ oo
ggt taxen them into the sleepings bags. londay morning we were still

"n a swirl of clouds, but the wind appeared to decrease and the weather
;alﬂ' us looked promising.

At 8 a.ms We were ready to go, taking all spare clothes and socks
g well as a bivouac sack. New snow had fallen and drifted deeply into
pur cirque. The terrain, though, was too steep for snowshoes and we left
¢hem to hold up the Logan tent, e started breaking trail through fluffy
deep SNOW. Last in line, I drop_.ed trailmarkers in our tracks,

suddenly I heard & shout ... looking up I saw two figures where three
shﬂ“ld be. Ruth had disappeared inte a crevasse, Later she told me she
was just stepping forward to take her turn in breaking trail as sae felt
the snow give way. She thought it was just more soft snow yet and wanted
to turn to make an angry remark ... and suddenly thers was only air,
an ice ledge caught Ruth before the rope did, and nit the inside of her
trighs. We wasted not a minute to drop two rope-eads with loops in them,
one for each foot to svand in, but Suth called up her leg was hurt,
Looking down inte a crevasse tiat nad no bottom, she never panicked a
second., Instead she told us how she could best help us get her out.

out 10 minutes ( tuey seemed very long indeed) she appeared over

ghe rim, covered with snow., We laid her on the bivouac sack and wrapped
down clothes around her, No bfne seemed broRen; so with help Ruth inched
her way bacik to camp where a closer examinatlion was made, Ruth's left
lgg was one blue bruise from the knee up and her museles near the dia-
phragm were pulled, She was in no shape to make the long rugged trip
baclk to Grasshopper Valley.

After tea and lunch we packed camp. The wind had stopped and again
the furnace was with us, A toboggan was made, using a plastic tarp for a
sliding surface. Ruth sat on ensolite and an air mattress and was tied
in securely ... the arduwis trip to the lower snowfield began, On snow-
shoes we pulled like sled-dogs, belaying from behind over the steeper
pltches, Partial white-out conditions made slow gzoing.

- Dpposite [ t. Goode, at 7500', we inade camp. The area below is heavily
ecrevassed and the three of us could take Ruth no further., We planned to
leaved Aaron and Ruth camped her with 4% days food and fuel, John and
I would leave Wednesday morning for a two-day walk to Grasshopper
apnd our rendevouz with Dieck,

Tuesday morning was brilliant, kKarcus Saker winked and us and grinned.
And with Ruth resting on the air ma :tress and a whole day to spare, the
three of us cast wishful zlances at unclimbed . t. Goode ... but then
we heard the plane, Dick circled over us | the third time during the
trip). With our four boddies we made an X | s5ignal for'unable to proceed!)
and then the three of us stood up, poeinting at Auth, The situation was
obvious, Dick circled fgr altitude and started the radio, Ve could hear
tne volees through the glear air. But as he circled for more—than half an
hour, we got worried. (What is the signal for "go away"7) 3

An hour later, t.e Army chopper arrived, Out jumped a doctor, bag
in hand. Without discussion, Ruth was snatched off the snow and placed
into the bird. Sut wait a minute -- where are you taking her}7 At last
We succemded in having them switch off tue noisy wind-machine and settle
down for a pow-wow. Ruth had indeed no place to go and it was best to
send someone along, "We've got room for all of you®™, was the reply, " but
Burry up, we don't have all day", So while Dick STILL circled overhead,
We packed camp in haste and left the lovely spot without a chance to look
back, We squeezed on top of our gear, a door fell shut =- and we soared
O9¥er the terrain we had worked so hard to cross on foot. It was kind of fun,
Sut back in Palmer we all felt dazed, Everything was unreal. e had come
from 7500' to sea level in 15 minutes and the trip was over - just like
hat] Ruth flew with the chopper %o Anchorage to see George Wichman,

. 2nd wa others drove the cars back to town, only to find we had made head-

tinﬁi without climbing the peak I had wished for years to stand on
¢ of, But I have a hunch this was not the last "attempt" for me,

P "
*5. Ruth's injury was not dangerous, but very painful, and after a few

:EYH' rest in my home she was able to walk around, in a fashion. They
en left for McKinley Park and B.C, Ruth writes she is doing exercises
® Perhaps do some moderats climbing at the end of the suumer.




