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~A will mee t he ncef orth on the THIRD l~onday of each month ~1hich i s 1-.ond<ly next , April 15th 
.• same time 8 p.m.; same pl ace !Jillow Par k . 'tic ;rill see you t here f or the slides of I'.t . 
·,rdine . 

\Je were sadd~med to l ear n of the accident al 
~ile climbing with the Americ-:ln :Wer ost ,;xpedi t i o n. 
d some hCA meet ings t~hile in Anchorage sever al year s 
'Jlllbc r of us •,lith f o nd ness and respect. 

death of 
Jake and 
ago . He 

Jake Breitenbach on t•!arch 2) 
hi s t he n future wife att end ­
wi l l be remember ed by a 

1'\E.SIDE SSCTh.N: Hill mel)t Friday , AprH 12th at 8 p . m. ;,t the home of Dave DeVoe : ) 11 
Juth Par k . At this t ime plans will be made fo r tho ski trip from I ndependence throu gh 
:.t.che r Pass to !•li llot1; sli des of t he Eluns Glacier Trip will be shown; and the r e will be 
jscuss ion of possi bl e futur e hikes a nd climbs . Do bri ng your i deas I 

.1iUNES? I = Under t he banne r of the Ches t er Creek vutfall Sewer Yach.lb Cl ub harines tMo 
:mber s of the EGA took part i n t he recen t assault on a certain Point ~loranzoff . Details 
~ l acki ng at the present moment but all accoun t s indic~tc t hat ou r members comported them­
;lves in the high t raditi ons of ou r or t;ani zati on , l eadi ng a landing pa rty up a cliff t hat 
; repor ted by reliabl e sources to be i n some pl aces steeper than 89 degrees. He hope tha t 
~eso unkno~rn heroes t~ill s t ep f ontard to receive their deserved accol ades . 

:CJtiD A'l'TEriP'l' o- I''JT . GERDHIE ( 12 ,600 ' ) by Rod '>lilson 

The f i rs t try ~t llt. Gerdinc , a peak 100 miles \~est of Anchorage and the h i ghest un­
.imbcd peakJof the Alaska Cl.ange south of J•<cKinley Pa rk, didn't really get nea r t he peak 
:self (Sc ree, Sept . 1961) . This attempt '"as stopped by steep ice and l a ck of daylight 
~ut 500• from the summit. 

1.~eather was perfect f or the five days of the climb, ~J..~ rch 18- 22 , 1963 >li t h clear or 
.;;y skies, little ~ri nd , ::tnd temperatures f rom -6 degrees t o + 20 degrees F, but tho party 
: s i x (Paul Crews, Leader, Dave Kimball, George \·Ii ebman , K!ul CreHs, j r ., Lo~rcll Thomas , Jr . 
·d Rod •.~ilson) made some tact i cal e rror s which cont r ibu ted to the failure to find the top. 
·c first Has n f·llse s ta r t up s t .:>ep s noH gullies on the right of the lar ge ice fall 1~h ich 
'irS off t he iast face of the mountain bctl·lecn 6000-8000 f t . '_.lc thought the way was saf e, 
.t tvhen on a rock spur at the end of the first day 1 s climb He ;1ere sprayed t-li th clouds of 
'J part icles f rom ice a vJ.la nchcs roaring do~rn the gul ly, l·re had to dig i n . He s pe nt a 
nfortable night in a 3-rocm s ncv1 c:.lve .~nd rctr~ted about 800' do>rn t he 40 deg r ee s l ope 
~ next day . vic t he n vmund ';u r ~lrty on skis Hi th climbers up across the i cc f a l l tc the 
! t (south) s i de of' the fall a nd found a n C3. 5Yf routc up to a boHl abo ve . Her e we 
·:imi stically m:.lde our "high" camp :~t about 7500 ', thinki ng the top ~1ould be ours t he 
:ct. day , :·iJ.rch 21 . 

I t Hont t~ellfor most of the day . "''" cached our s kis at about 10,000 , put on c rampons 
i kicked up a steep H<lll due east uf t he peak and t opped out much to our sur pr ise in a 
~.ble of c revasses , n bergschrund and icc cliffs , i n tho araa betHe8n the l oHer s outh 
imi t and t ho higher, el usive no rth peak . After f umbling about fer a t~ay up, ;rc turned 
~k at 5 : JO p .m. at a point on the north peak hi ghe r th~.n the south peak . It ~~as· 0 degrees 
and 110 di dn ' t reli sh the thought of a bivouac . Sack tfe ~ren t t o the skis and thon a 
!i\br c 3. t ttmtpt to ski in starlight do>~n our >lillotv wand t r ail tc camp. The expert s fell 
'hding s t ock still thinking they ~rcro moving ! Fl ashlights helped i n thi s ha zardous 
'rcisc. Fort unatel y this area vras not much c rovasscd. llc Her e :.llmost t oo tired to eat 
ct night ~nd slept so late the next morning, ~1e decided not to try to move c-3mp up for .,. ... -- - ... " 
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So , down tho south side of tho icc fcl.L we went on ~rch 22. At tho bottom we strapped 
~c skis onto our Korean boots and slid on down tho gentler part of tho glacier to Lowell's 
·lane at .5200' . George a nd Lo•rcll had not dono this kind of climbing before and proved 
~t students . They should j oin the club! Lowell's glacier flying in his Cessna 180 •r2.s , 
;s usual , faul tless . 

~~'l!vN GLACIER AREA by Gregg Zrickson 

vur one day climb in t he Byron a rea tiarch 2Jrd was bl e ssed with oxcellont weather from 
:M• start. Those reader s who wore lucky e nough to be outside t hat day will r emember it as 
:oe of blinding sun and moderato tcmpernturo . At least trot i s tho way rrry companions: 
John Halkup, lliko 'lopkins, ll!Y brother Tryg , a nd I sa1v it os 1~0 started from Anchorage at 
•:00 a .m. Tho nnstor plan , formulated the night befor e over glasses of Scotch, called for 
: 5:30 a .m. departure. Saturday morning I was ready (believe it or not) at the appointed 
,ur but John slept through his alarm. 1\"otwithstarding, the good woathor and tho extra 
l)llr and a half of sleep put us in e xcellent spirits as we started down tho Highway toward 
¥ron. 

ArriVing at our jump off point, tho end o.f the Portage Gl3cier road , wo debated the 
1rious possible routes. Not being equipped with snowshoes o r skis we st<lrted di rectly 
:,ward the right, or west, ridge where hopefully the sno•r would be Wind packed. .:or the 
;irst two hours •re battled moderately detestable alder o.nd increasingly deep sno~r , gaining 
.ass than a thousand feet . In our struggle ~tith tho brush we ' d worked our way slightly to 
:be left (SE) . 1\s •re br oke out of tho t hicket •re could look do•m n t the snout of fly ron, 
.ooking sleepy in its blanket of s now. 

Judging from the depth of t he snow we had encount e r ed everyone >:as gl ad we hadn't 
:aosen t he normal route. But neH problems confronted us; o.head was a huge pile of 
valanchc debris . ~lhat lay above? 1·1ora of tho same? \·lhilo t hinking tho problem over >re 
J\'lnk from the grape juice jug , munched on sandwiches , ilnd listened to liike grouse about 
);c disutili ty o.f knickers for 14intor mountaineering. Hi s complaint was at least par tially 
;stified for he surely presented 3 sorry sight as he stood thoro With socks bunched over 
~nt tops and 3 liberal amount of saturated longjohns shoWing between anklo and knee. A 
~"i p<li r of socks , however, considerably improved his disposition . 

Tho a~lancho fan, however, remained f o reboding. A short traverse to the right, 
:~~ard tho ridge, seemed to put us on solid footing, so solid that we found it necessary to 
~mpon up. Aftor about twenty minutes of steeper and steeper slopes o.nd ice chutes, 
rudonco got tho better part of valor: He broke out tho ropes . Precipitous ice can 
lmetimos mako for hair ro.ising horror , or it can e ndow an otherwise merely pleas<~nt cl imb 
!th a bit of true adventure . I t is hard t o soy Hhat makes tho difforonco betHeen tho two 
mditions . The e nchantment of the risk? Th€ expanding vi e•r? '- r merely sunshine so 
:ight tha t it assumed a liquidity on •rhich our confi dence seemed t o float higher a nd high­
:! ~lhat ever it wo.s it >-las the re f or us. As •1e neared tho crest of tho ridge, the 
JUgach seemed to burst toward the sky in o. cataclysm of light . Needl ess to say ~<e ate our 
mch at the top e njoying the viol~ . 

To say much more would be anticlimactic . 'Tho l o ng slide dmm ends all too soon a 
:rfGct day. Art! as wo drive to~rard tho city I rcsncrober the 1-tvrds that iMpressed me so in 
: English classroc01 long ago forgotten: 

I live not in ~self, but I become 
Portion of that around roe: and to ma 
High mountains a rc a feeli ng , but the h~ 
uf human cities torture. 

'!'on know what he was tc'llking about • 

• 
:~ HE!1BERSHIP LIST, follo•1ing t his p.lgc , is tho ;rork of Lloyd !•.orris. liCA is i ndebted to 
.n fo r t h is noedod r oster. 

I' u.":.1.1. ;..no popu.1.ar rouce ro tne currJ!IJ. t . 
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