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LoA meeting will be held on Tuesday, Movember 27th at 7:30 p.m. at Willow Park Re-

1 Hall, Hans Fete will show olides of the Hans Fote Ski Sclhool's Ski trip up

fit. MeRinley last Fay. It is of passine interest to note that the Hamm Fatz
which was exactly two years to the day

rived on the sumnit at 7 p.m. on K&y 17ih
¢ pirutes of ithe time that the Paul Crews' party reached the iop in 1960.

FCA will meot instead on Thursday,

e fouwrth Tuesday in December is Christmast
This should be & real Christmas treat since the planned program is Hans

sshar's film, "Wagabonds of the Fountain®.

i CFFICERS:

the anmual meeting in October the fellowing oificers were elected:

President: Ed Fisher
Vice-Prasident: John TH1lman
Secraiery-TrsASuror: Herriet Kioster
3 I Tony Bexstabler

Eermber ol the Doard:

To the Hembers of the Fountaineering Club of Alaska:
Thas issue of Scree starts off the yesr for your newly elscted officers. They are
1L of hope that this wear will be the bigest and best that the Club has ever Seem. Th
this it 45 of utmost importance that each and every member gets his or her five bucks
In & club of this type, there is only ohe way that this can be done 2nd that is to

BTICIPATE. It 45 up to your officers and directors to ses that there is something to do.
Jur plans for this year include top rate speakers and films &t our gener=2l mestings,
izcted to be entertaining to the entire Club membership. A Director of Schools whose
&3 include the esordination and programs of ski touring, smow, rock and glacier schools
been established. The Director will alsc be responsible for the schedulinz of
Gropd At which specialized ficets of climbing, camping and hiking will be discussed
i practiced, Ve are very fortunate that Johnnie Johnston has agreed to accept this
r Job,
Tho trail marking to Lake Ceorge has high priority as & project for this year. The
il arfopds the Club the cpportunity to participate in a very worthwhile project with the
nea of cbtaining lasting publicity. Jim Messick has woluntepread his very capable
Elities to this project. :
fur standing cormitiees for the yedr are the program committee chaired by our vary
mziastio Scott Hamilton, The climbing commitiee will be headed by Dave DeVos who is
2 chairman of the Climbing Section which assures us a close and friendly association
2lso the miximm number of climbs of all classes for the membership. The hiking
ites 15 ledd by Karg Prescott who did such 2 fine job as Secretary-Treasurer of the
& last yeur. Harg and her crew promise plenty of interesting hikes for those who are
% inclined iloward hiking than peak-bagging.
Cer aims for the year are threeflold: to provide the membership with interesting pro-
and activitlies; io encourage new members and provide them with an integrated train-

program and to help the Mountaincoring Club of Alaska grow in stature in the public's

Ed Fisher

Zaa T
Ziy following possible climba are suggested with plans to be made by ithe climbing
“ttge for those which the merbership at the Movember-meeting find mosi atiractive:
(1) forth Fork of Campbell Creek to Elliott Peak - 2 days, could be
either a ski tour or summer outing.
¥CA Shelter Cabin to Summit Wt. or Raven Peak wia Raven Glaciar

(2)

(3] Blid Fountain

%)  Pioneer Peak

(5} East Twin or West Twin or Coat Rock

A8} D'mEllsy Peak

{7)] Suiside ¥3 or M
{8) lontana Peak which would be 2 or even 3 days

8 will lead & Ski Tour from Independence lMine up the Willew Road sometime beatween
The details of this will be established at the meeting.
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TAEY 0¥ SKIS . by Hans Mets

"

I have nad gquite & bit of climbing experience in the Alps besides three times
nding iwo-woek Guide Schools (climbing school}.: Before I came to Alaska in 1958, I
hoped w climb Ht. licKinley. Before attempting it, I made several climbs here in
io gzt experience in getiing contact with American climbers (Marcus Baker; first
2 1the rorih ridge of Pold Ki.; [irst ascent of Casile Ht.; south face of Byron Peak
s stherst. 1 was impressed with the companifmabip spirit of American climbers. I eould
ovs dopend on thes,

i is rot easy to climb a big mountain here because of the matter of time. Fot
rroody can take off four weeks Trom work and climb & mountain. Finmally my instructors
i I decided to try this spring (1962). But we wanted to do something that hadn't besn
vz belorc. Ye decided to make a climb on skis end to welk in from civilization. Head
Co. provided short skis (6ft.) and since we couldn't risk the climb with regular ski
t5 we had 1o figure out how to use Korean boots. We depided o use the Army cross-
niry Binding. Lo _

I wes hoping persomally to teke Dr. George Wichman along but it wasnh't possible.
After preparing al1 the equipment and food supply, the main crew (Eanfred Schober,
g1i Sechmidt, Sepp Weber, Helmut Tschaifert) left Anchorage by train on April 24th to go
s Talkeatna. They stayed svernighi in Don Shelden's havger and started walking sopril 25th
gfids fron Talkeetma, ‘They crossed the Susitna River on a2-small iee bridge and went

{:7g the old post road to the roadhouse 26 miles north of Talkeetna., After crossing
mer's Oreel, they went past Peter's Hill, along Dutch Hills to the base of Kahiltna
- NSy S#iec a2long the moreine on ithe rortheast side of Wehiltine Glacier up to
WhLire & Dase Cemp WEs estsblished. It took one week to gel Cfrom Talkeeinz o
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ey Y8t, I ledft Anchorapge for Talkeetna, and the next day Don Sheldon {lew me in to
L 5,000 fi. level to meet the rest of the climbing crew, Fay Jrd we elimbed up to
EC . level where we expecied an 2ir drop. During the day the temperature was about 85
Z dropped down o 10 below at might. Because of high wind Don Sheldon couldn't {1y too
= and had diffieulty placing the &ir drop. The &ir drop was scatiered over & fairly
Lge &rea.

Hay 4th we left food, snowshoes, and extra clothes in the Air Drop Camp and started
pia D800 f't, to establish a new camp. In three hours we were up. It took us fifty
‘Ztes to ski down. In the same day we carried the rest ol our equipment up to the
etltna Pass Camp.

Fay 5th Mt. HeKinley was hidden by clouds, but we moved food and supplies up to
LH0 below Windy Corner. The snow conditions were excellent, and we had much Tun skiing
&n in 20 mimuteas. In the aftermcon we took the rest of the camp up to 12,400 where we
“red, Clouds came up. Until this time, the weather had been excellent. That night the
td came down from the mountain, and we Wuilt & snow wall. During the night the wind
Lned and it was very cold, a temperature of about 20 below.

The next day the weather was cloudy and snowy, but we decided to move the camp above
idy Corner{13,200). Cn the way, a strong wind came up, and we had difficulty getting
kind the icey spots on Windy Corner on skis. This was the Tirst day we couldn't make two
EZnz because of the bad conditions., It was very fogey and we couldn't see. We built a
i wall completely around our tents to protect them from the wind. The barometer was
‘ling slowly and steadily. Wext day was snowing but by noon the visibility improved a
“ile bit., Ve skied down to our food cache at 12,400. We were surprised that birds had
Bien into our food. They took mostly cheese and meat and had spread it in quite an area.
‘pathered noodles and things together to save them. In the meantime it started snowing
%l agein and only the use of the trail markers placed the day before gave us the right
“ecllion.

Dering the night a very strong wind ayakened us.- About 3 0'clock the smow drift was
“desvy coming down the mountain that in a short time it came over the smow wall, and we
la see the snow rising fast up the sides of the tents. We had to make a fast decision,
-2 sugpested building, as gquickly as possible, & snow cave. In one-half hour all the
L5 were covered completely with drift snow. One man stayed in a tent a bit too long
®had to be dug out of his tent. It took at leaast four hours to build the snow cave.

t one tent [ree from snow and took turns working. Later on in the afterncon the wind
own 2nd we had much work to dip out our tents, food supply and eguipment all of which
: pompletely coversed with snow. We moved everything into the snow cave. However, we
some of our food supply and our snow Saw,
ay 9th the barcmeter was still way down., It was 10 below zero, &nd lMeKinley and the
* Buttress were in clouds. £ 10 a.m. it loocked as if the weather would improve, and
Tade a decifion to move our food and supplies up io the West Buttress. At 11 a.m. in
“reasing cloudiness partly sunshine, we climbed on skis up te the bergschrund. From
o we used crampond and for the first time we climbed on rope. Above the bergschrund
T West Butiress we wero surprised 1o find a Tixed hemp rope in very good condition
® pairtly covered with ice. About 16,400 we cached our food and supplies. We had a very
5z wind and it was foggy on top of the ridge. On the way down the weather completely
®ted in. I added about 00 ft. of fixed rope % replace the rope covered with ice.
s congitions were geod for skiing down to the camp but we had almost no visibility. We
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L.n: to stay in the snaw cave until kFay 13th.
weathor wes rot ideal but we decided to move the whole camp to the West Butiress,
¢ hobudy roped up elimbing up the ice wall on the Mest Buttress, and we carried the
j:i6 Up To our camp at 16,500, Surprisingly, £lso, that this time, again, birds had

ten. 7, into seme of our Jood. We prepared for the final ascent bul the barometer
a5 5till falling and there was no sign of pood weather.

Iay 17th the barometer rose rapidly, and by 3 a.m. we were preparing to go. However,
he food we had prepared the day before was inedible so we had to spend time preparing more.
he temperature was 15 below, We departed for the summit at & a,m, and at 7:30 a.m. reach-
d 17,230, the highest point of the West Puttress. Ht. MeoKinley was in clouds again and
rfly for a very short time could we see Denali Pass, Ue skied over and tried to climb up
n skis, but oceasionally the snow was wvery hard and we found it easier to climb on
krempons. e carried the skis on our packbeards. UWhile we e¢limbed up te Denali Pass a
Ltrong wind arose and we were completely in fog with no visibility. At noon, we reached
fthe Pass and stopped for lunch. WWe were hoping the weather would change but it didn't.
ifeop had traveled with his partielly broken skis, but he was afraid to use his skis for
tlimbing. Since Fanfred and I didn't went hizm to go alone on crampons, we left our skis

1 18,3 their owm to go from the West Butiress along the
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t 18,300, Willi end lelmut docided onm
ddge towards the summit carrying their skis. At 19,300 fi. level balow the Archdeacon'as
fwer the pariy reunited. At ithis iime wo were abowe thg clouds, M) five of us reached
e Sumli - Helwmut and Willi on skids = &4 7 pem. )
i o et mot cuch wind, Ve remeined on the summit for 7 hour just be-
¥ nenese tent left in 1990 still remeined, I had an
% an slaskan flag with the louniaineering Club patch and 3 German wimple.
Wiad pressed snow - mot the bost condition for skding - made it difficult to ski
#owr from the summit. But they made it without incident, thile we welked behind on
Apons. Because on the map it looked shorter, we went arcund the Archdeacon's Tower
7' ine other side {rom the one ordinarily used, but it wis steep and there was a partial
#efall on the rorth side, Because of overcast and fog which made the visibility poor, I
dacided to walk mot ski down the Demali Pass while Helmut and Willi skied down to 16,400
Wrriving two hours ahead of those on crampons.
As I left the rock ridpe and stepped onto the glacier, I slipped on a loose rock,
flunged past the camp, and fell 450 below where I was firally stopped by powdery snow. I
®m: stunned. However, I was able to climb with my equipment back up to where I could
ach the end of a 30 meter rope.
Luring the night there were wind gusts of 60 mph, Ny tent was almost blown away and
b securing it the tips of my fingers were frostbitien, Helsut also had {rostbitten fingers
kenired on the ascent to the summit, Shortly after roon on Kay 18th, the wind died down,
2i ye left the high camp and reached our 5till usable snow cave by & p.m, Snow eonditions
®re very good for skiing on the lower part of the West Buttress. After digging out the
mirance to our srow cave, we spent a comfortable nmight,
Fext day we lelt camp under cloudy conditions with & moderate wind but good snow
un o Windy Cormer,. Below the snow was completely windblown, We found the camp {rem
Bz 1560 Rescue Group and several C-retions at about 12,500, We left the rations intact.
Boy a 1ittle rock ridge at 12,000 fi., we reached powder snow and had excellent skiing
buin 15 aimost 9,500 whesn we had a very heavy fog and 2 £, of new, heavy snow. It was
Weszary te break trail down to our Adir Drop Camp where we had left food, snowshoes and some
Wipment. Herc wae mada camp,
izy 20th we moved down to our base camp on skis In extremely heavy deep snow, It
kus more time to go down than to come up because of the snow conditions,
Izy 218t we lelt all eguipment except bare necessities at base camp for Don Sheldon
Y pick up by plane., Since no change of weather was forseeable, we decided to start
'._‘l'ﬁir-g ocut the szme day., We lelt base camp in heayy fog at 9 a.m. It was difficudt to
I~_-':.1 the best way out. About & miles beyond the berd of Kahiltna Glacier, we stopped at
_hF'-?-_- and rested for about 2% hours because thers was wet snowing, We moved on until
h:" the next day when we came to an area with wood and water where we made a campfire for
."l_’-iﬁﬂ and warmih since I was the only one carrying a sleeping bag, At 2:30 we contimed
E}rq: and crossed Hidden, Granite and Dutch Creeks making camp at 7:30 p.m. The next day
*had 1o fight thick brush which was diffioult with skis, But {inally on May 25th, I
:";h':.-sd Talkeetna. The rest reached Talkeetna & day later because they stayed lor one day
the roadhouse,
. hecording to Bradford Washburn, The Hans Metz Ski School Climbing Pariy was the first
tlizh “the West Buttress route up and back all the way from civilization on foot." And
!"'f"«b-:rn writes; "I am certain the two members of your party who skied to the top were
first two people ever to reach the summit on skis.®
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