MOUKTATEEERING CLUB OF ALASKA

pitor Secretary

syaneth Yilson Lois ¥illard

715 = Bth Avenue SCREE 1607 - 14th Avenue
ehorape, Alaska Anchorége, Alasha

By 4 =78%3 B 6-853L

fol. 3, No. & ’ February 1961

[EETING, ACNDAY MARCH &

he Mountaineering Club of Alaska will meet as uwsuzl on Monday, March 6 &t 8 p.m. at the
ow Park Recreation Hall. Since the ballots for voting on the change of the meeting night
pave just been sent out, no decision hes veen made as yot sbout changing. Persons who have
preferance for either the first londay or the fourth Tuesdsy in Lhe month should return
marked ballot-postcards promptly. The next issue of Scree will announce the results.

fepp Yeber who recently jolned tho Hans Metsz Ski School as an instructor snd who comes Lo
jlaska [rom Austria by way of Canade will show his color slides of two exploring expeditions

Gregnland and Lapland. This should be a superb opportunity te see something a bit
gifferent peartaining to the outdoors.

[The last MOA mesting had & highly suceesuaful symposivm on Foolgear. The psnel consisted of
orgs Vichnan, W.D.; Jobnny Jolnston, Keith Hert, Hans letz and Nerman Fichier with Howard
Brhote Serving a5 asderator. A tape wis cade of this discussion, and Scree hopes to publish

i sumpary of the symposius et & later date. It was agreed generally that footgsar is a
peraonsl matter in regard to the particelar kind of boot or shoe although certsin conditions
early demand & specific item. The range of choice was ¢covered very well by the participanta.

hopes to have more symposia as valuable &as this one.

[LTAGHA

ere will be an attempt on Mt. Iliamna (10,016'} at the end of March. Bob Gogdwin will
ead &nd the following MCA members will make up the party: Bob Bailey, Steve Foss, Chusk . _
ttzpar, Norm Fichler and Yayne Rhosdes.

LBING ~CHEDULE:

EANE -
Suicide Peaks - Merch & & 5: Leader, Paul Crews (Home: BR 4-W731 or Bus.: BR 6-3455) |
Leave Sat. Camp ot hesd of Babbit Creek. Till sttempt both Suicide
Peaks on Sunday. Paul, prior to the Fur Rondezvous Snow,w:s con=
sidering opening this trip to snowshoers. If interested, please
contact Faul by March 2nd.
pd Pasgss-
A Joe Fichler Speclal - March 5t This will be & snowshoe trlip up the Exlutna lake
Road toward Goat dountain. Joe's telephone nuober is FE 3-2101.

Independence Mine - March 18 & 19: This will be & repeat of the marvelous outing
the Club had in February (account to be printed in the March Screa)
Details will be discussed on iarch éth &t the neeting.

Ps:
free Mile Lake-Knik Willage Trip Januery 1 by Elinore Schuck

At 7:30 a.m. on New Year's Day, fourteen people left Anchorage for a combination sight-

ing-fishing trip. In the group were Gwynneth end Rod 'ilson with their five children,

i Fighler with his three grandsons and thelr friend, and Howard and Elinere Schuck. After
ffaching ' easila, we turned onto the side read that goes to the old village of Knik. Ve had
Lirned on driving to Knik Village and from there hiking about three miles to the lake. How-
"er, Jos found that a pew rosd had been built, so we were able to drive within about a hall
Hle of the lake. vith the aid of a Swedish auger, holes were 8Soon cut through the ice, but
¥ & few small fish were caught. After enjoying lunch eround a campfire, we packed up and
it on to Knik Village, where we saw the remains of a once busy village, inhabited now by
Tem Indisns. 'e returned homw, having spent another enjoyeble day in the Alaska out-of=—
FOTS .

Ponshoe and Dog dled Trip January 7-8 by Irma [uncan

Leader Joe Pichler, Elinore &nd Heward schuck, Jim dessick and Irma Duncan shared the
0 end besuly of this adventurs. From the cars bto Clarke's Homestead was an easy crunchy

on & snow-plovwed road. 4 sled and o boboggan leoaded with gear for luxuricus camping
® Pulled by seven of Dr. .rik B arnes' dogs. The dogs! arrival was delayed because of
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e
viils truci ond Joc's piclup). In the meantime Flinore, Irma and Heoward
clove to the end of the soed and down spain before plans and dops were
e ocbting officially bepun.
iphiness above the fog hiding Anchorage. =il {named by Jog),
! Fo hed cdopted us, found ruoning with the dogs great sport. Luckily,

b dogs accepted him too. Down & dip in the road raced the dogs: snowshoes, packs, tents, |
eping beps, keitles, stoves sng food Scattered in all directions. "hile we were repack-

e and sbheking ncavy non-essentials heside the road, the dogs ran away (fortunately uphill).
er order was restored, we were quichkly at the end of the road where we attéched curselves
snowshoes for the mile to a pover line cabin. The pear was unleaded, the dogs untangled,

g we said "Good bye" io Erik and the team. )
Construction work was in order for vandals hed removed the windows, door and some of the |
8ling insulation froa the cabin. The openings were blocked with sheet rock, debris chopped |
pn Lhe Tloor, wood sawed for the stove, end & fire started. Refreshed by hot tes and | |
vwichow, we snowshoed scross the velley &nd up a slope where we left the snowshoes and
irbed to the ricdge beside *The .ountaln behind The Jountein behind o'kalley Hoad'. Ve
fsturbed one palloping moose, wany ptarmigan ond @ lone creaicing raven. The snow pinnacled
snt us ahuffling back to the shelter. Another |

g4g wore Lacvve and golden just before dusk ge
=5 our taler :,--_.;:;..y:l &nd pot luck unrivaled by the Chart

ot o
o bype cenine

vy fire, hot drisks (msited snow sis
5 vare pnjoyed. DJoubie sleeping bigs end winy layers of clothing proved cozy thét night =
ile the gtars scone brillizntly in & bBlick sky, the forthern Lirkts danced, &nd the lipghis
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vroal vae sunsiees Wb. Spurr, -Sasitna,

‘ oo blue of whe Znloct ond oreinst a pile blue zky. Uelore oressfast was
ted, we groeted Shil ond two.dog tesws, tne sccond team driven by Dr. Scsti, Erik's
rtner. This gave us twice a5 wany dogs to pat, admire, untangled and chasc. oonehow, the
ir did get losded, the dogs untapgled, turned around, &nd slieds, dogs and drivers were
apulted across the snow and down the mountain.
"& snowshoed towsrd the mountain we had clisbed the afternoon befere. The wen again
lithed the ridge to take advantage of the bikIght light and the superb view for picture
Then back to the cabin, a snack, 2nd to the road where we loaded the snowshoes on 1

Vg E'
be Ltobogzpin. Tobogran rides edded to the fun on the way down. Iliamna was splendidly
rple and arber in the sunset. 'aiting et the cars was BEmil. And &t home was central | |

bating £nd hot showers!

lyeska Skl Area February 12 by The Bockstahlers

&n intrepid band of five chose Sunday, February 12 (a beautiful day!) for an impromptu
~and-snowshoe Ltrip to the Alyeska ki jirea. Promptly at 7:30 a.a. Betty and Tony

stahler in their car and Guyn %ilson and Howard ochuck in Howard's car arrived simultane=
Bzly at Joe Pichler's house &s he emerged laden with his gear. Everybody consolidated inte
ard's car and procepded south on the icy highway.

T.e arrived at Jtl,gesl-:a (wnich is several miles {rom Girdwood, LO niles south of Anchorage

b the Seward Highway) &t about %9:00 a.m. Vell ahead of the crowds, we rode the chairlift

Bl the way Lo the top. There the “Sun [eck" lodge provided shelter, coffee and snacks. The

perature was about zero, but it was a sunny, windless day, end the view was magnificent.
The snowshoers proceeded to the top of the nearby pesk over gentle snow-slopes. This

fs & plegscant climb 2nd vory soul-satisfying, elihouprh not the type to win the participants

By scuntain clicbing laurals. However, this is real Alpine country, with many steep slopes

d {vhich are cvoided, of course, in the .inter due to svalanche danger). Upen returning

the 3un Deck, Gwyn tnd Howard roce down the chairlift to trade their snowshoes for skis

M to join Tony in some skiing. Beity and Joe stayed at the un Deck for some picture taking

i general loafing in the wi rm sunshine.

I The slopes became guite crowded in the afterncon beceuse of the good weather and a

PPecial daily chsir lift rate of 22.00 (regulsr rate, 05.75). The skiers waiting in line to

Bteh the chsirlifb at the intzrmediste locding pletfora were treated to an unscheduled

Bping exhibition at one point in the afternocon, when Howard scared from the loading plat- |

trm, triggered by & gentle shove from an oncoming chair, apd nade a beaatiful landing (with-

L injury!) from the ten foot fall. He tells us he had decided to postpone (indefinitelyl)

piriher training for the Olympic 90-meter jumps.

Lesving the area at gbout 3:30 p.n. we arrived beck in Anchorage a little before 5:00.

fa were well impressed with the Alyeskz ki Area. The upper slopes are wide and timber-

t7ee, nedium grade, with excellent snow. Further down the slopes become steeper and are more

Clentifully supplied with trees. In this srea is an internediate loading platform on the

Sairlift. ost of the skiing was being done on this upper section of the hill because of the

3 ter snow conditions. Skiing to the bottom was feasible but rather difficult due to icy

POLs znd exposed tree stumps. The snow conditions at the bottom of the hill are not very

" @t present, but with some more snow the skiing should be excellent from the top all the

¥ down by many differeat routes. At present the skiing is excellent at the top and down to

e intermediate loading platform, altnough considerzbly beyond the beginner category.

Tne new chairlift worked finc. There is @ shelter lodpe at the bottom of the lift with
Snace bar in cddition te the Sun Deck al the top. Althoupgh the arsza is, of course, primari-
for skiers, it twes well patrenized the day of our trip with sightseers who rode the 1ift
¢t Lue vieu at the top -- and then returned the sawe casy way. i
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