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pea Labor Luy is CLhe first udonduy in Septesber as usual, the MCA will not meet until
,f_;_.:m 1Bth which is pnpsual. The third Mondsy in .;e,.rtn:ber, the 18th, is an arbi=-
a7 dote Cictated by the aveilability of Willow Park Recreatlon Hall. The MCA will
lgst 8t B p.g. &nd Dr. Bill Devis, late of Colorsdo,  presently and fortunately for us,

of the Alaska Lathodisi University facilty, will show his slides of "First Ascents
;the Northern St. Elias Rznge'.

In Qetober the Club will revert to its nsuel schedule, the first Mondsy - October
Fj Thia will o2 the annual meeting = time for paying dues and eleseting new officarsl

[BING SCHEIDULE

resher 16=17 - Juneza Lake - A falirly lonp drive but au the ride's end e & mile
hixe over a good treil. There is 4 cocforiacle cabin,
i pobt alrezay occupied, for the ocvernight camp.
Howeprd Schucic 134 S5 29458

prtasher 30-October 1 - Robklt Creek Area. This will probably be 2 one day
affair. Coatact sither H. Schuck or Gwyn Wilson

ewill be determined et the September lBth meeting.
.Y ORE DAY HIKE or Wiy Intreduetion bto the MCOANM by Willlam E. Davis

It started one Setprday alternoon. 48 I rested from the week's hard lsbors,
‘Iul,JT-:l of lasy relexation filled my imagination. The telephone reng. "This is Red
sn¥, 1t said. “YHow =bout an easy one day hike to-morrow? Nothing very hard - just
X "’-!.ns. to Keep in shape.’ My mind wos still filled with visions of loafing and
80 I hesitated; bot scon the ldea of an eapy stroll through grassy meadows
ceina my laziness and I sgreed to go. An easy one day hike would be just the thing
telp ee to forget the woss of tha world aad the lsbors pone by.
I supzose the answer to gy aext gquestion should have given me & hint. "Fhen do we
gtn I asked. "COh, about 4 o'clock tomorrow corning," the telephone replied. nL
" was all I could enswer. ©0.K. I guess I'1l mo. See you then." The thought of
i agprly departurs was vagusly distressing but, sfter all, it was just a one day hike
2 it wos golnp to be essy.

So the next moruing (July 16th) = promptly at 4 - I met Kod. The informality of
% dayta nrra.nbammt.a. socon becams apparent: the rest of the party, Gregg Erickson
47 Pisher, didn't arrive until helf-past four. Trua to the spirit of the hike,
2 had slept until sbout L:20 whan Bd's grest ratt]_:l._ng of doors and windows had
I'“2ipd him. Once we wore assesbled, we consclidsted our loads and all took off in
'z Jeep.

Our first interasting event occured near Fort Richardson. We noticed & young lady
.""'":LE down the middle of the road. Just 8s we psssed her & horde of Military Follce-

F\B:nrpﬂ.qd on us and her. lNot belng used to hmng engulfed by police, we paused but
-/ Zoag enough to find they were not interested in us but in her. The rest of tha
¥ tn-,: ingldant provided food for thought. Several theories were proposed but no cne

% dpolde whet the mest plausible coe was. Everyone agreed - poor girll

M:cnut. thies tire, I began wonderlng where we were going. After all, I only knew
"Ha to be an essy cns day hike, 'ell," I was told, "to Bold Peak, except that the
¥ calls it Bdlutns Mn., and it r«ufl..;:,ar doesn't heve a nama." WThat'a nice," I re-
g, nJust like al_‘i the other Alaskan mountains.”

Spen we turnod off the Pelmer highway and stzrted the climb te the lake. Along
':‘ Ay we chased & moose and two calves and a single moose. I was intrigoed with
= drivinb. Brery tize & torget such as the moose would appear he woull go even
I er, I elss noued thet whea the road becase £ tank track it was a signsl for more
7%, You ean i-agine whot happens nhen we lelt the tank track and started up the
trail to the snow wsasuring station.
Our leader noted thet this was @ different spprodch to Bold. 'How nice,” 1
.E‘Héhh Mo make cur one day hike an exploraticn, too." The jeep trail finally died
L;,m:'t' until we were sbova tipberline, Everyone mows the advantaga of this and we
weeipted 1t all the mors lster in the duy. Mo bush.
S0, sbout two hours aftsr ve left Anchoripe, our easy sirell began in earpest.
U5, we wandered up & iovely alpine volley. Theres was nothdng wrong with this ex=

f 4 will be & Sundoy cuting on Byron Claclier under the direction of Bill Davis. Tha
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cept that after & while it began to rain. At the head of the vallsy, thers waa a
short but steep clich to 2 pass. In Keeping with the Himalayan tradition of nasdng
geographical features in the native tongue, we christened thls place the Hoo La.
alsc in keeping with the Hicslayan traditicn, we found this to be the windiest spot
on the hill. ;

Vo vere on whet 1 suess 1o a porth-running ridge. At least what we could sees
af the ridge seemed o min north and north-east. The trouble was that above the
posd evelything was in clouds. Thia didn't seem to discourage anyone, though, so we
pushiod on. Yhat I should say la pushed dovn. We had to break the Number 1 ruls of
sountoineeriang sad lose altitude. Skirting around the flanks of the ridze, the
gaipbong bersn in esrnest.

Flret we had to cross a couple of snowslopes. MNothing wrong with that execept
they were steep and there wos no run out at the bottom. Just rocks. Then we had to
rzrtin the ridge. Scres, telus, loose boulders, fog, raln and wind. 4 typical
slzskan hike? I begzan to wondes.

After a wnlls, we dissppesred into the clouds and never were guite sure whers
H =3 wers going. Bul we seemed to be on the ridgs since what we were wallfrg an and
:limsing ovor dropped off on both sides. Of course, the higher we got the colder 1t
g0t and soon the rain torned to sncw. So did the tarrain underfoot.

Slowly but sureiy we made our way elong and pot wore and more disenchanted. A
gouple of times we sent Grepz on &head to see what he could asee. Of courss, he
eouldn't see anything but once he halloced back that the sumelt was Just 15 yards
shead. It seemed too good to be trus = and it was, It was @ summit but just of
wnother point aleng the ridge.

Finally, cbout 3300 p.m., we decided to give up. We knew we couldn't be too
i from the top but the whole thing just ceemed too much. Besldes, the only reason
elimb mountains is to lie on the top and bask in the sun and socak up the view.
nera would have been no besking and sowking that day so we turned back. Looking
k on it now, we are all soe wo wore 15 yards from the top = but then 15 yards is
yards and sometimes they can seem like 15 miles.

And so the descent begén. Neturally, it was just like the ascent. Slippery,
wet, cold, telus, scree, boulders, and snow. Then, too, there was the clish back up
ts the Hoo la. Don't forget we lost altitude when we came over the hill. For scma
reasan Oregp kept apolopizing for not getting us to the top - as if he were respon-
sitle for weathar. Ve kept apolopizing to him for belng oo elow - es if wae had
htown what we wers getting in for. The only sensible reamsrk made during the whole
tazcent came from Red who scid, "Let's go homs."

By tha time we pot back to the Jeep it wes sbout $100 p.m. &nd then we had to
coEx tha Jeep back down the treil, negotiaste the tank track, and get back to
swhorsge. It was getting on to midnight when we fipally mede it.. Good old Gryn,
follouing her husband's orders to come looiing for us if we weren't back on time,
22t us on the highway with srare parts for the Jeep. We didn't need them.

And so ended cur easy cne day hike - end my introduction to the MCA. About
5,C00ft. of altitude gained, 14 hours of ualking, another 4 of driving whers no car
thould ever go, rain, snow, fog, and wind bot no sunmit. Of course, I had been in
the Alaskan mounteins before so this wasn't an intreduction to Alaskan climbing.

Just the way the LCA does it. Hereafter when I settle down for a nice sasy weekend
of loafing, I think I'11 try te aveid any easy one day hikes which are advertised as
Just the thing to help relexation aleng.

CROV PASS - August 20 "4 Sundsy Strollw by Jackie Horning

Cur mission - %o examine the old miner's shack in the pass and determine what
Mpales would be reguired to make it a habitable MCA sholter.

_ Sunday morning 7 of us - Anne Bebski snd her son Bil1L (pewcomays to MCi), Irma
«rean, Lois Wiliard, Rath Schaddt, Elinore Schuck and Jackle Horning left
kchorage for Girdwood.

Tha westher conditions wera parpinal as we left and grow steadily worse the

tlogor to Glrdwood we got. By the time we parked the cors on the Crow Creek Tid, it
d terted to rain- wo resipnod cursalves to a damp outingl

Vo followed the road (It's passsble with L-wheal drive clear up te the old
Hag ruins) then took off wlong the narrowing vallay into Orow Pass. As we scrambled
Up the lust scree Blope beneath the cabin, we ecaught sight of two more MCA members.
Ty were Hosco and Belay above us = starting down - they had already given the ocabln
helr inspecticn. So had Helgs and Owyn who weras following not far behind. They
9elga and Owyn - not thelr climbing canines) greeted us with the flat statementi "
Tere's nothing left of the cabin but & pile of junk and lumber". TWe continued o

lock ourselves. The "pile of lusher® turnad out to be Ji walls with & partial
2! - to be more specific - three walls are in pretty good shape (me boards miss-
“g) - of the fourth well only the 2xi studs resain. The roof is intact except for
"linnd.nz boards.

In my estimation, & & to 10 man party could convert the cabin into s hebltable
Selter with orly cne weekend's work. Ths minimum investment in materisls would be
;"’ﬂﬂl yoards of roofing paper and about twenty 1mxl2rdl0' boards = and somebody's
"Whesl drive vehicle to haul the materisl as far as the old mine ruins.
be About the biz problem - vandalism? It would eeem that wanton vandaliam would

tore likely to ocour whers there is no evidence of ownership o use - "who cares

(&
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¢+ 1 dastroy an abennoned snaschTh - Howover, o building in pood state of repair mipht
t invite such vandalisui (or oz I just a dreamer?) At any rate, a sign on the side
# the cebin with a ZCA eoxblen should convey the idea that this building was &
reitor = 1o be used but not sbused.
I'c in favor of piving it a try. Let's see what will happen. i

GACIZR SCHOCL August 25, 206 and 27 by Bob Hall

nz Glzeier School started off with a moonlipght hike up Byron Glacier and ended
teh & desonstration of how to evacuste a glacier in a-rain and windstorm. Send-
sehed in between was an abbreviated course on glacier clisbing for the beginaers

i novices attending.

The zdvance party of Faul Crews (School Director), the 2 little Crews, Bill
rris, Grezg end Trygva Ericicson, Bob Hsll &nd John Dillian left the parlking lot at
30 p.m. Friday, snd alter Kiking 1 hour 20 minutes reeched the camp area and set
tents oy flashlight. This night climb was one of the highliphts of the trip, but
ch climbs obviously should be linited to the less dangerous aress of a glacier.
ctaze Glacier Like sesed to be at ousr fest, with the ice bergs , glaciers end
wxfields so bright they almost glowed. reul Duncan and Bill Davis arrived at 1:30
g. and had to leot everyone now it.
Faul Crews Zot everyone up bright and early Ssturday morning. After a heart
elra Dading speciai” (oatmeal), toe 2 Fanl Crews, John snd Gregg went down to fetch
rest of the Tunzen family, Fovard and Elinere Schuck, Jackie Horning, Marjorie
escott End Lois Tilierd. They ended up carrying the extra gear of theas people.
¢ others remaining in camp chopped out a tent space, found a latrine area out of
tt of cazp (no cean fest oa a wide open glacier with & mixed party = no bushes
a8 g,la:'..‘.e:'g, and wert for a strolli on up the glacier.
wfter an eeriy lunck the School started in earnest. Paul was given & real assist
n 3111 Davis turned out to be @ top instructor snd made good use of his Knowledge
peycnology as well. He started out with a brief lecture on the whys and hows of
t tying and rope wanapement.
faul had surveyad the route a couple of weaks earlier end planned for a simple -
& over the lower ice falls Seturdsy to pet pecple use to crempons, ice axes, ropes,
I arrests, etc. Sunday was to be 8 litile more technical. This is what he
rnied, but the constently changing charascteristics of & glacler were shown when on
irday we found our route cut twice by new crevasses. The last one reguired set-
up a time consuaing rappel to get down. Although it was the first rappel for
s end the first on ice for others, everyone did well once they were coazed over
edge - Bill Davis agsin. Te got back to camp just in time to oock supper befars
e
Helpa Jjust missed the spaghetti, arriving in camp gbout 9:00 p.m. Saturday,
ing with her lantern to esp from felling into one of those "desp blue holes".
ilso brought an snd to the besutiful sunny westher we had been havingz. Sunday I
ing a rein &nd mindstorn sosked come of the tents and caused us to abandon any - - |
her trairing erd also the glacier.
We found the new Club tent#® tec be & good cne and-fine to have on overnight
2. Te had 5 people in the tent at cne tice, with several stoves going &l.coce.
people alsp. legrned tents laak when touched during a rain storm. 1
Uther things learned: | |
] Glacicrs are wet, - |

K

Giscier clivbing is .not very tiring beczuse of the slow cautious pace

reguired.,
3. CELDOO0 are necassiry anytima out of the tent. |
L. Food requirements |l
N

Movinr on or off steep and dangerous parts of a.glecier is pessible -
but slow and requiricg placning. ;
Althocugh wiather shortenzd the course, everyone seemed to feel it was fun and— - | |
while, and thabt thsy wers now a little better qualified for glacier wliching.
Gved soma of the mantal barriars.

Llub voted to purchase 8 light weight Logan tent at the Aupgust T meoting. Tt
ved in time to be christened at the Glaeciasr Schecl. Fram the reports of the
ier the now tent wos well doused.




