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¢ slides taken by the MCA party which nade the lst ascent of Mt. Spurr. Helga Bading
i1 narrate. George Herben®s pictures, tsken from the air over Mt Spurr during the climb,
jl alsc be shown.

pcs PROGRAN:

pbrusry & Meeting: It is believed that a factor deterring grester perticipution in
pping and wilderness travel in Aleske is the lack of widespreod knowledge as to the
gpar types of feotgear for the varlous situstions znd types of terrain to be expected
this ceuntry in the various secsons. To help to disseminite such information the
pruary Indoor Program will consist of o Penel Discussion on Footgear. Ye hope to have
or & experts in Rock, Eountain, Cold lesther, Snow, ond Generol Vilderness travel present
ir cbservations as to pros and cons of the types of footgear for the many conditions;
llowad by & question &nd answer period cnd general discussion. It is possible that the
i members' comments will be tape-recopded, and cssembled in written form for further
presination.
Howard Schuck, Retiring Indoor Frogram Chalrmin

t Iuncan will serve as Indoor Progrém Cheirman beginning with the March mesting.
LEING SCHEDULE:

Peak = February & & 5: Norm Pichler, leading. (BR 8~7951) MNorm encourages in-
terested persons to contact him, but he reserves the right to selesct who
will go. The party will be limited to 8.

(G AWD CROS3I_CCUONTRY PROGRAM:

It is thought thet sbout 2 4rips of the trail-hike, snowshoe, or cross-country type

bild be scheduled per month as officisl club trips. More will be schedoled if partici-
on indicates they ere desirible. If there is & trip of this type thst you would like
sse scheduled, cell Howard Schuck (SK 2-%448%¢ pass the word to any club officer, or

fing it up at any HCA meeting.

ary 1 - New Year's Day: Hike (or snowshoes, if snow fulls between now and 1 Jan) the
trail from old villoge of KNIK to 3 Mile Lake and return. Ice fish at 3 Mile
Lake for 3 hours before starting back. Drive cars to KNIK. keeb at junc-
tion of CGlenn Highwey and Bonifsce Foad 7:30 a.m. on 1 Jan. (This trip is
sesmingly designed to separste the Hew Year's Eve partiers from the party-
poopers.) Leader Joe Plchler, FE 3-210l. C&ll him if in doubt, or just show
up with car and -equipment. This is an easy trip, within the capabilities of
8ll, inclading children. NOTE: You should have a 1961 Fishing License, or
&t lezst heve epplied for cne if you wish te fish. Children under 16 noed
no license howaver.

Wiry 8 = Snowshoe School:  Assuming there will be cnough snow. Time: 11 a.m.; Flaces
Ooose Lake Recreatlon Hut; Lewder: Joe Pichler. Coll him if in doubt obout
snow conditions = FIE 3=2101.

iry 14, 15 ¢ 16: Eegle River to Glrdwood vis the Eagle River Old Mail Trail, Raven
Glacler end Crow Fass. This trip will require some planning as to cars at
either end, so it wlll be necessary to contact Joe Pichler or Howard Schuck
by Jan 7 if opne wishes to go. It is also suggested that only those with the
proper equipment, some experiences and endurance, ond the willinpness to
cover 25 miles of various types of terrain, and sleep cut 2 nights should
consider trying this trip. For safely of the individuals, and success of
the trip itself Joe Pichler will decide as to who is qualified to go. Note
that this is for 3 days, Saturday, Sunday & Monday. !

NOTE: If westher conditions permit putting vehicles well up on the Girdwoed
Mine Rosd, it nay be possible to cover this territory in 2 long hard days.
However, we must plen on taking 3 days.
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ruery 11 & 12:  Arctic Valley to Indian via the Ship Creek 0ld Meil Trail, Indian
Pass, and down tb Indian on the Portage Road. This is a repeat of the
highly successful trip of last February. Leader will be Gene Porning (BR 8-
9395). Contact him for details.

NOTE: This is not an easy trip, and reguires proper equipment, endurance,
ard some determination. The perticipents will be decided by Gene.

inary Exploration of the Eagle River BEnd of the Girdwood to Eagle River Mail Trail
by Howard Schuck

It was decided, along about 21 December, that some outdoor activity should be scheduled
¢ the three day Christmas weekend if for no better reason than to counteract the large
mnts of turkey to be consumed. Also, it was thought that before scheduling a Girdwood to
fle Fiver winter expedition, we should know & little more about the Eagle Hiver end of the
g Bail Trail.

8 ) small group (6) thus made this exploration the day after Christmas. The word was

reed by telephone to most of those who had expressed earlier interest in this type of trip.
pegret it if some were not contacted whe might have liked to have gone-

Ie met at Eagle River Store at 9 a.m. and Gwyn Yilson very capably drove her jeep in
e the lcy Eagle River "Hoad". {Ed. Mote: ¥hat Howard means is that the jeep made the

dtrip over the icy read miraculomsly without mishap inspite of the sex of the driver)
et Tommy and Gwyn Vilson, Louise Voelker, Joe Pichler, Howard and Elinore Schuck. We

ghle to go only about 10 miles without chains, even with 4 wheel drive, due to extreme
fing of the road beyond this point. At this point John ¥olf came out from his homestead
sarlier he had very kindly volunteered te do), and trensported us to the very end of the
med" in his 4 wheel = all wheels with chains - truck. From here we jumped off at 11 a.m.,
nd the continuing treil, and hiked up the valley (on and off the rather poor trail) about
mles. The walking conditions were most unusual for Alaskan woods, with the trail, and
l low and most high spots, & solid sheet of ice. Earlier melting of almost all the snow

d frogen into ice. Snowshoes had been left in Anchorage in anticipation of a lack of

, but we should have added crampons to our packs, as the going was very slow without
6, and there were several almost serious falls on the slippery trail.

It was not & good day to be traveling through the. woods, but we all enjoyed the outing
| consider it a success. It has also led to the definite scheduling of the Eagle River to
rinood trip.

fe are grateful te John ‘.olfe for providing advice as to navigable portions of the road,
{ for transporting us beyond where we were able to go in the Tilson jeep. Enroute John
% 05 up the side of the mountain to his homestesd, and we briefly visited Helen lolfe,

dlso Ruth Schmidt, another MCA member, &nd the Volfe's Christmas houseguest. The Volfe

8 ig a very attractive 2 story log cabin with an outstanding view of the upper valley.
wre all happy to have the opportunity to see it, (The Wolfes at present are the
hest-in" inhabitents of the entire Eagle River Valley.)




