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oF LAXKE EELTTHA, 2,.5 & 4 JULY

This trip is =cheduled to stert either on the evening of 1 July or very early in
porning of 2 July and will end 4 July late in the afternccom.

To aveid & 5 mile hike from the end of the jeep treil which is & way up the shore
the leke, we Are depending on boat transportation to get to base cemp at the heed of
laxe. Inasmuch 8s boats appesar to be scaree so far, it is necessary for those inter-
¢ in the trip to indicete their intentien ne later than 2% June, There will be & small
ge per person to defray expenses of beat rental,

Anyone willing %o lend or rent an extra boat nndfor motor to the Club for the trip
01l those desiring te meke the trip should contect Hownrd Schuck: Duby hours tele-
¢ 114-8K 3-2115, after 5 p.m. 114-5K 2-9448.

There will be no MCA meeting other than the 4th of July outing.

@elf RIVER HIGH COUNTRY (PICHLER'S FOLLY) by Lois Willard

If 1l excursions go as the firet few ineldents i,e., vunning out of gma, our trip

14 have been & flop. A5 i%f tumed out & pood time was had by Werm Pichler; Howard

ik, Steve Foas, John Dillmen, Gene Horming, Irme (Sherps Tag-s-long) Duncen and
btz [Sherpa Teilend) Willard. Leeving 7:00 p.m, Friday (Juns 10) we followed the informa-
tim provided by Helen Wolfe end & couple of homesteaders, Pullen and Basterly, and conti-
eleng the raed up the Bagle River valley taldng the left fork and olimbing almost up
tinberline on o rood that was not yebt two weeks old, The cars were left at the Basterly
stesd end the seven of us elimbed for about half an hour to our Friday comp beside a
hing stream in & high meadow,

Our morning route teek us Through this high velley om & center ridge some four snd
E1f hours to the ecnd of & morsine of a dead glacier, our Seturday camp. On the way up
t tried glissading with pack losing his sleeping bag into the stresm. Several snxiocus
tz went by before recovery, The afferncon was spent climbing up to & nesrby ridga
Boward cov 1d spy on the sheep in Feter's creek. This aslsc erebled us to get a glimpse
the mountain yet to be nemed for Anton Anderson, Betwesn this ridge and the mountain
& glacial moraine, lots of snow at thiz time of year and & high jegged ridge which
B more study. Descent by the seat of the pants, glissading down & long snowfield,
#d things up end Howsrd made himself the star of the show with his rubber pente brought
for this purpose,

From cooking over a cozy Primus came meny verieties of mixtures but let it not be
that anyone went hungry. ODuring the night, weter froze in the cantesns so to warm us
forn led us up n 6500 fi, pesk nesr camp. We stopped & few minutes at Bear Pass (so
becouse of the bear tracks coming up from Peter's oresk over a cornice ond sliding
Eagle River) for snacks, Howard, John, Steve &nd Gene climbed upnearby tookout pesk
tBrvey more shesep and find out what was on the cther side towmrds Feter's cresk, while
led the two Sherpas up the hirhest peak, dubbed Mt,Pleassnt because it wns pleasan®
Lcknamed Pichlers' Folly by the mejority. The rest of the-party joined us for more food
picmras. Views to all directlons through rapidly moving clouds made it a worthwhile
8 In forty-five minutes we were down via glissade and pecked up camp reburning to the
Viid the plessures of civilisation,

.Thﬂ eres 1s a hiler and climbers delight with its emsy access through the rosd to
*line, Perhaps with more time and & more repidly moving party the mountain we wish to

“uld be reached for we found it very possible. Thers are meny good campsites and
is water throughout the valley.




Ascent of Mount McKinley Scuth Peak
May 1Tth, 1960

Paul Crews, Dr, RKed Wilsen, Andy Brauchli, Chuck Metzger
all of Anchorage, Alaska

Daily Account by Paul B. Crews

y 7, 1960

Rod Wilson, Helga Bading, Andy Brauchli and I left Anchorage on the B8:30 A M,
leska Railrosd northbound, arriving at Talkeetna at 12:15. We were met by Don
ldon, our pilet. Chuclt Metzper, 5th member of our party, who hed preceded us on

Hednesday P.M. train and had checked through our climbing gear with Kr. Bohlin, the

ithief Park REenger, had been flovm in to the 8200-ft. level on the Kehiltnm Glacier
the dey before end sent up cemp., Don had rRise taken in our air drop to the 10,200
ilevel, 50 all of the preliminaries weres out of the way. Within 15 minutes of arriving
F et Talkeetna I was on my way vie Sheldon's supercub te our first camp on the Kphiltna
L where Chuck was waiting, The trip was routin and by 7:15 all five of our party were
cassembled on the glacier, "shaking down" equipment for use during the next few days.

Mey A, 1960

Got up at 6:00 A M. - weather calm and clesr, plus 10 degrees F. Did not get
mderway until 9:40 becmuse of adjustments to packs, smowshoes, etc. Because of
welimatization problems, we did mot arrive at our airdrop (10,200° ) until 3:18 P.M.
¥e tpent the rest of the day sorting ocut sir drop items and packapging them for
*transport to hipgher cemps.

Tho two Japanese parties (Meiji and Yeseds Universities) had cstabliched
bizo comp nenrby and while all members were &t higher camps they had laft gquite
tlaborate, well-stocked camps.

The weather closed in at 7:00 P.i., with 10-15 mph wind from the north and
Hus 14 deg. F.

iy 5, 1980

It snowed all night with temperature at 7:00 AM. of plus 12 degrees. The

®ither clearsd at 9:00 AM. and almost immediately the glacier becoeme almost unbearable

fran the heat (about B0 dagraas}, without n breath of wind. We put on snowshoes

bl tur packs ond trudged up the well flagged (by the Japanese] trail towards Windy
er, Wg wers sweltering victimsof "glavier lmssitude"., At about 11,500 feet we ram

i of new snow and into hard packed snow and ice. Ue cached our snowshoes, put on

Wmpons and continued up the glacier to s fairly sheltered spot overlooking part

! Paters Glacier where we dumped our loads at 2:00 P.M. at en estimated 12,000 ft,
ked until 4:00 P,M, leveling & spot for tomorrow night's camp, then headed back
the glecier for out 10,200' cemp. Weather at 8:00 P.M. calm, clear - O degreas F,

¢

10, 1980

Viind picked up and blew all night with gusts estimated %o 40 mph., Wind stopped
Bun came up at T:00 A.M. - plus 4 degrees, sbsolutely cloudless. Ye packed camp
% the 12,000 ft. site and put up the tent by 1:30, Helga was not fesling well, so
® fest of us left her at camp end carried the extra loeds up to 13,000 feet where
Clehed them next to & pile of Meiji University supplies; then back to our
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,000 ft. camp where Helga had supper waiting. To bed at 7:00 P.M. Clear - calm -
. minus 10 deg. F.

&

11, 198
It warmed up during the night to plus 17 degrees, calm snd snowing. Ye did

qot start packing up the slepe until 10:00 A_M. Helge, Rod and I were all suffering

fren 8ltitude (headaches mnd upset stomachs). Helga was especially bothered, but

g 811 managed to get packed up. Cirried camp up to 13,200 feet where four members

of the Yeseda University Group were cemped, Ve decided to make ceamp here because

of their roport of avalanche dangers just ahead. Leaving Halga behind to make camp,

e rest of our party returned to the 13,000 ft, cach and lugged the supplies

g o gbout 14,000 feet beyond Windy Corner where, because of visibility and

gow conditions, it peemed advisable to meke enother ceche, We retummed to the

15,200 ft. cemp ebout 5:15 P.M. end had a tea party with the Jgpanese, then had

gpper 8nd to bed at §:00, Tleather cleared snd wind started about 8:00 - 30 mph gusts,

plus 10 degrees.

sy 12, 1960

Left with camp sbout 10:00 A M, Clear sky end plus 4 degrees. We encountered
%5-30 mph winds rounding Windy Corner, but were through it to relastively calm
mithar in the big bowl by 10:45. Helga had been heving an upset stomach for a
euple of days snd I decided when we reached our 14,000" cach at 11:45 that she
m: in no shape to travel, e pltched the two-man temt, put Helga in it with
ber sleeping bag end carried the rest of the ceamp on up to 14,400 feet where we
wrived at 2:00 P.M.

Chuck and Andy immedistely went back to get part of the cach and to bring
Beips bmck with them, Hod and I leveled a campsite and made camp below tha ice
Ell and ocut of range of avalanchaes,

Chuck, Helge end Andy arrived at 4 K5, Teather at 9:00 P.M. clear -
md 10 mph #nd minuse 2 degrees F.

by 13, 1560

Day started at 7:15 with weather ¢lear and plus 4 degrees with gusts of wind
% 10 mph, wlthough at night we estimated gusts to 40 mph.

Bod end I went down to our 14,000 ft. cach and brought up the rest of our
Eppligs. Andy end Chuek left at 10:00 up the ice wall for the top of the Vest
E’ilhlre_gg (16,2007 ) with light loads snd reached it at 4:45. They used the thousand
% of fixed rope the Meiji University group had installed, and estimated a saving
& time for our party by et least two days by the use of it., The wall was about

:?"ﬂer-r of snow snd the step cutiing in the exposed blue ice would have bemn
Sendoy 5.

i Andy and Chuck returned at 5:30, at the same time that we received thres
l:l;tnrs from the Heiji University group. Ve _had snother tea party, then to bed
"B130, Teathsr calm, clear snd minus 1 degree.



Hey 14, 1980

Rod, Andy, Chuck and I left for 16,200-foot level on the Yest Buttress at
5:50 with the rest of tho supplies. Ve stopped at 15,000 feet to visit with the
Heiji's at their camp, then went on to the top of the ridgs, reaching cur cachs
et 2:00 P.M, Heturned to osmp by 4130, had supper, then carried csmp up to
15,500 fest just below the fixed rope, "e carved cut a site on the lower 1ip
of & huge crevasse, had tea and were in bed by 10:30. After her day of rest, Halga
seemed To be in fine spirits, Weather starting to blow - clesr snd minus 2 dezress,

ey 15, 1980

Toke up to & noiey tent, The wind was blowing in gusts up to 30 moh Helga
ms bobhered by altitude siclmess, so after getting all packed, decideé against
glinbing todsy becsuss of weather snd sickness,

Andy and I dropped down to the Meiji camp for & vigit snd lesrned That ths
stire high camp (Meiji) is being brought down today - mmotber reasse for nmot climbing;
they will went sole use of their fixed ropa.

Don “helden came over about noon snd dropped s lot of ftems on ths glzcier
below &% 14,400 feet, Later in the day four slimbers arrived from the dirsction of
Tindy Corner and started gathering up supplies, Ve knew it must be the John Day party,
who were golng to try for & speed record in climbing the mountain.

Our present camp was the first where we felt wo had line-of-sight with the radie
reley station atop Mount Busitna, Prier to this we had been hidden from the station
by Hount Hunter., Accordingly we gob out our small portable Motorols, warmed up the
betteries and made contact almont immediantely, I called up Betty {my wife) at eur
chorage residence via phons patch, and pansed em all of the news of our trip o
te . Went to bed at 8:20, Yeather) onlm, moattered elouds - minus 4 degress F.

Started up lee wall at 10:00 A.M. with cemp, arriving at top at 1:00. Andy
d Chuck started up the West Buttress ahead of Helga, Rod mnd me, as Halga did not
1like climbing very fast. They were scon bnok down again, however; they had had
some unfortunsate luck - our oook kit hed somehow come loose on one of the packs

4 wis now half-way down Peters Glacierl Fortunately we carried & secomd gtove,

it the loss was still disheartening, By the tims we had recovered from the logs
digoovered that the Day Party had overtaken us,

After a short rest they passed ue and went on up the ridge, where they camped
sbout 16,6800 fest, Because of Helga's altitude sickness ws mads camp at 16,4000,
jost below their cenp, Weather; Clear, calm, Te=perature minus 17 degrees.

y 17, 1980

Got off to & late swsmit atart. Helgs was still suffering from altitude
icmess. She could definitely not make the mumait in her prosent condition, =nd we
ther four decided to make the sumnit try while the weather is good, lesving Bslgs
cémp. Ferhaps in & day or two, if she were to propery acclimatisze, we would try

in, Then the decisicn was reached to climb without her, it was 10:40, As we Ieft
mourpfully took plotures of our departure,

—




We passed the empty Day camp about twe hundred feet above ocurs. As we reached
17,000 feet end looked acrogs the snow field we saw the Day party about half-way
up Demeli Pass, We climbed behind them, perhaps by an hour, They were following the
Moiji markers, and adding some of their own, so we had no trouble in following., At
ghout G:00 P.M, we reached snd passed them, just below the finel ridge and took our
turn kicking and chopping steps. We finally reached the South Summit at 7:15, with
the Days right on our heels. The weather - clear, calm, minus 3 degrees F.

Susumo Takahashi of the Meiji University group &nd one member of his party had
previously carried s two-men Meads tent to the Sumit and had cémped overnight., They
bad 8ls50 erected & new plastic pole at the summit, and hed flosn from top to bottom
flags in the following order; U,S., Japanese, Alesken end Heiji University. It
mede gquite a colorful display at the top of tae continent.

After numerous pictures were taken we started the descemt at T:45 P.M. The
Doy Party stayed behind for more pictures. Ve were back to Deneli Pass at 9330 and
were on the 17,000 foot snowfield at 11:00. We noticed that Day's party was parhaps
40 minutes behind us; descending & steep, crevassed section of wall.

Shortly thereafter Rod looked arcund snd found that the entire Day Party was
heeped up in & pile at the foot of the slope. Thoy hed just tekem & fall of about
E00 feet, Ve wero sbout 3/8 mile from them, tut ty shouting were able to establish
thet they were in trouble and wanted & tent.

Our party ( as epparently was Day's) had reached a point of slmost complete
exhsustion. Andy Brauchli end I were at the moment spparently the least exhsusted,
so we hurried down the ridge to the Dey camp and took down their tent, packing it da
e toard, Then, while Andy went on dowm to our cemp %o werm up the radio batteries
in case we needed communicetion, I sterted back up the ridge with the Logen tent,
t sbout 16,500 feet I met the Day party (without Day) descending the ridge. They
were roped, but were suffering from head injuries smnd frostbite. Lou Whittaker seemsad
to be in good shape, but Jim Whittaker and Fete Schoening were apparently not aware
of mach and were in & state of shock.

In view of the fact that they could travel and that I had their temt, I suggested
% Lou that they pick up their sleeping bags at their camp and drop the 200 feet to

cemp, Lou said they would but it was too much fer them., They finally crewled

to their sleeping bags (without tent) st their own cemp.

¥hen I got the tent up to Day, I found him in & sleeping bag, dressed warmly
in dewn clothing and prevented from sliding dewn the hill by a packboard and two ice
28, I leveled a tentsite arcund Day, slit & hole in the tent bottom and set the
et up over him, rebturning to our camp at 5:30 A M, Weather: clear, calm,
inug 15 degress, '
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y 18, 1980

I awoke at 4:50 to find Rod getting ready to go up snd see his patients., He had bean
gxhausted the night before thet it was physically impossible for him to do more than
to cemp, Now, with about 3 hours sleep bshind him, his hypocratic oath took over
i he was impatien” to be off, Ye discussed the situstiom and, as hs left for the upper
dee, Andy, Chuck end I sterted petting the redic ready for an emergency call to
srege. The call was made about 8:00 AM, snd resd as follows:- All members John Day
ty suffered fall 11:30 F.M, May 17. Day injured seriocusly, probable broken leg.
¢de Bir evacuatiecn, Fresent location at 17,000 ft, level top of Vest Buttress 200 yds.
om £18% ares, Cen pack to flat area. Bring fresh batteries for Motorels Medel E23-1 Hendy
r i1l stanby your messege st B:;00 AM. and every 2 hours. Repsat, send batteries.
L CRERS, The first call wez made to Joln Johnston, chairmen of the newly formed
bnly 1 month old) Alaske Rescus Group. Subgeguent calls were handled by Hel Sherman
p coordinated with the Military Rescue Coordinetion Centers st Blmendorf{ AFH,

Halga did not feel wall At all and wo did not feel that she ghould be laft alone
j the temt. Chugk and Andy, thersfore, went up above to help the Day party, while I
prt redio schedules every two hours,

Hod and Chuck returhed st 12:00. Rod's report of casualties:
John Dgy =-- fractured lelt leg
Fete GSchoening - severe head injuries and frozem left hend.
Jim Whittacker - head injuries and frostbite
Lou Whittaker - possible frostbite,

, In the mesntime I had learned by radic that an Alr Foree or Army helicopter was
bo pick them up in the afternoon, Chuck and I immediately cligbed up to the Day camp
% 16, 600" and were able to get the Whittakers and 5choening to climb (despite injuries)
ek to 17,000" to their tent, the only logicel helicopter pickup site. It toock them about
hours to meke the elimb, Andy, Chuck and I stoed by waiting to loed John Day when
b helicopter arrived, We knew that we would have to carry him about 200 yards from the
bt to the level landing site, but were afraid te move him until the last minute because
Ms broken leg. About 4:00 P.M, we heard the chopper but it flew by with no attemphb
® lid, 20 minutes later Sheldon flew over snd dropped batteries and medical supplies,
B chopper never retumed and at 5:00 P.M, Andy and I started down the ridge. Andy
fpped et the 16,600 ft. camp, loaded up and returned with the Dey party's sleeping bags,
wre, fuel, ete, while I went down to radio Mmchorege of the situsntion and see what
keeping the helicopter away.

A% cemp, Rod was guite perturbed over Helpe's condition., He felt that not
LF the Day party should be evacusted but thet Helga should also be teken to & lower
fitude immedietely, Apparently the shéck of the news of the accident gbove had not
Ped Helga's condition, This information was duly radioced in, together with a reguest
T tnother tent and stove at the upper camp.

In the meantime Rod packed up his sleeping bag and sterted the climb up to
# 17,000 camp to stay the night with the Day party. At the next radio schedule I was
ed that a givilisn "Alloustte" helicopter would be over at 6:00 A.M. , Shalden
M ehow him whers to lend, and then he would shuttle the injured to the base of the
Wiain where Shelden would ferry them out, I was also told that the Air Force would
P bnoair drop yet tonight.

] Rod lmew nothing of the air drop when he left our csmp snd Chuck snd Andy left
*the lower camp when he arrived in stead of waiting, and missed it., Twe tents, a stove,
! "Aygen and other suppliss were dropped at 17,000' thet we were unable to utiliza

¢ - Morning when we refumed to the upper site. Chuck snéd Andy got down to the lower
Sl 12:'&]0_ dend tired, Whem they had left the upper camp at 11:30 P,M., Rod and

!
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od and all from the Day party were in the Logen Tent cooking. The sirdrop arrived
pbout midnight, I mede & hot supper for Chuck end Andy and in bed by 1:00 A.M,

Got up At £4:00 AM. so that Andy end Chuck could be up the ridge by 6:00 AM. for
the scheduled landing for the first helicopter. I called on radio schedule a8t 5:00 end
things were pretty much as planned. Sheldon went overhead at 6:20 with ®'copter in tow.
¥othing further happened until 8:00 ALM. when I discovered (by redio achedule) the
tgopter hed & portable radio #320. Amy ' copter tuzzed lower cemp for about 45 min

t would not land because of altitude end turbulent smir. Tried to contact the chopper
on 3320, but ineffective, Chopper buzszed our cemp then went to upper cemp ebout 5:30,
mede a pumber of passes but never lended. Netified Hal Shermen of this, 1 also told him
that if the Army helicopter would stand by on a 24 hr. basis we would notify them of
favorable landing conditions, I went to upper cemp at 11:00 right after Chuck ceame down
too cold to stay longer.

Before Chuclk céme dovn he and Andy pitched the 2-man tent received in the airdrop
the previous night, Peter Schoening wanted to get out of the larger Day tent, so Mndy
| end I helped him move over to the small Z-men tent, Andy took Red's sleeping bag from
the big tent end steyed with him all night. Adjacent to the 2-men tent and received in
previous night's airdrop was & completely equipped inhelator. I tied it to Hod's pack-
board &nd started for the lower cemp. Arrived ebout 4:00 P.M, and Rod spplied the entire
1000 liters top Helga., She sbsolutely refused to wear a mesk so we covered her head with
her parke and dropped the oxygen inside b er sleeping bag. Rod felt it wes helpful,
bt was dubious of any great results, The wind came up strongly about &:00 P,M. although
it had been gusty all day. All night it blew, diminishing by morning. I didn't sleep
ell night waiting for a lu¥l to get & chopper in. The wind also broke our only thermo-
meter. Helga head become progressively worse. She was no incoherent and coupd keep
gothing in her stomach.

ey 20, 1960

About 3:30 A;M. the wind had died dowm so0 I walked to the edge of the ridge with
the fadio and ealled Hal Shermen. I asked him when he could send the chopper as Helga
ghould be evecukted immedistely. He stated that the small chopper (that had attempted
mn earlier landing) hed flown back to Fort Greely tut that they were converting sn
H-21 to skis snd that it mld be here in sbout 5 hours. I called beck at 4:00 A.M. end
wis told to got ready for an air drop in sbout 30 minutes. Sure enocugh it erriwved
it lower cemp &t 5:00 end we received sn ekja, betteries sand medicine for Helgs in free
fall, We also received a parsdopped packsge that landed scmewhers 1500 ft, down on
Poters Glacier, I was told it as plasmae for Helgs that Ome Daiber had brought for her
from Seattle., A similar drop was mede above at B:00 to include 2 skjes, and radic
batteries which hdy brought down just in time to help us evacuate Helga,

Az soon es we received the sirdrop at the lower cemp I called SBherman on the

Tudio and asked about the choppers. He t®ld ms that the ' copters hed been cancelled
fnd that pletmz hed been included in the drop. We were to administer it to her
hmad‘a.tal;r. He also smid thet there were now 50 men on the glacier below, being
® upported to 14,500 ft. by helicopbers, Hod said it loocked like the end of Helge unlesa
* "o pot her down the ice wall immediately, It was probably 1500 £t, down to the paradrep
End would take 3 hours to recover. It wae alsc mbout 600' down to the akja. Rod
“id that in his opnion getting Helgs down the ice wall was the only answer to seve her.
The plasma would heve to be thawed and &t best conditions were bad. I radiced
Shermen that had better get the choppers up to Day to save him snd the frozen limbs
of Schoening. 1 then informed him that I was going to bring Helga down in ths akjs

view of the fact that we hed chopper cover to 14,500' and directly below us.

Chuck and I dropped down to Peters Glacler to the akja and dragged it to camp.

|
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s loaded Helgoa snd our sleeping begs in it and with Andy's help (he hed just returned
grom 8 night above with the Days) ¥Uhuck and I started down the ice wall to 14,400"

yith Helge at 10:00 AWM, We got off the wall intoc softer snow at 15,500 feet and Andy
gtarted the tiring climb back up to camp slone. The wind was dead calm during tha
jescent mnd it was extremely hot on the glaecier. Helga, in her heavy Beuer sleeping

pags was suffering from the heat. She started to show signs of consciousmess at 15,500 '
pd indicated that she was het, Chuck and I tried to cool her off as best we could,

md then continued on down the mountain., At the fixed rope we lowered the Akje, using
m ice axe snchor wherever possible, or with a garabiner brake anchored to the fixed line
¢t & piton, or with a prusik on the line itself. Ve moved down 8 rope length at & time,
mchoring the akja between rappels with & prusik to the fixed rope. Below the rops

gus softer snow end wo used ice exe belgys entirely,

At 14,400 ft. we werse mat by Joln Johnston of the Mountain BReseue Group ood
pae Sheldom who hed just landed his Pipter Supercub for & new high altitude landing
records Ve loaded Helga into Sheldon's plone and he immediately took off ( 3:00 P.H.)
or ln:*.'.'?r pltitudes and & hospital. (Helge subsequently mede & complete recovery within
g weaks, }

Crouek ond T were flowvm te 10,200" lefsl for the night. About 9:00 P.M. Link
luexett, & contract chopper pilot, in his Hiller helicopter wes ebles to land and

. gracuete John Day from 17,000 feet, We alsc learned that a Cessna 180 with two aboard

md erashed and burned &t 17,000 lest,

Egy 21, 10ED
Chuck and I were flown Trem 10,200 feet te 14,400 feet, arriving at 8:;30 to find
the ground party encemped end preparing to climb.

Tie tied into a rope with Dee Molenasar of Seattle and left 14,400 feet at 9:30,
Te were to bring the Whitt eker brothers and ocur cemp. Link Luckett had picked off
ithosming in the meantime). Ve reached 16,400', our old camp, at 12:00 to find that
Bod and Andy had already brought the Whittakers dewn this far, (For an account of the
pevious 24 hours on the ridgs see abteched story by Dr., Wilsem).

After ten, Molenasr &nd three other rescue members who had climbed behind us,
scorted the Whittekers down snd off the mountsin., Rod, Andy, Chuck end I broke camp,
lar pecks, including salvageable items of the Day party, weighed around 75 pounds each.
bdy' s pack exceeded 90 pounds, in addition he was towing Pster Schoening's pack like
teled, It must have weighed at least 50 pounds, With the lcad it was a slow descent,
ln mpected storm hovered over us as we started dowm the fired rope with blowing
mew { visibility 100 feet). Ve arrived at the 14,400 ' rescue cemp &t 5:15 in the midst
48 plizzard.

- Holenaar, several of the rescue group snd the Whitiackers had gone on dowm
we 1(;;55'1. camp but there was & total of %en of us remaining in two Army tents and

¥ cimped out the storm at 14,400 feet, ( See attached report of this evacuation ky
‘2 Gardey, )

Yy 22, 1960

The storm blew all day with gusts to estimeted G mph and temperature about
Hus 20 degrees. Ko one left the tents.



jay 235, 1960

—_—

Storm let up about 4:00 P,M. after dumping two new feet of snow, There was one
pair of snowshoses in cemp, so as & party we were trapped. 1 climbed back up to 15,500 ft.
yith the radio in hopes thet we might request en air drop of enowshoes. Also for a flight
aut for one of the Seattle climbers, Ron Priebs, who as also & wictim of altitude
gicimess and too wealk to walk., This time we had ne radioc contact,

¥sy 24, 1960

Snow was too soft to travel, slthough stiffening & bit, We hoped that by May 25
the smow would bear our weight. Alsoc the avalanche danger ab Windy Corper would be
ginimized, o hoped to pull Ron Pribe out on the seme Akja we had used to get Helga dowm
the ice wall,

oy 25, 1860

Don Sheldon flew over and after returning to 10,200 Teet flew in snowshoes for
gs and flew Priebe out. We packed up cemp, leaving 14,400 feet at 10:00 and arriving
g 10,200 £+, at 2:00,

hn Kir Force H-2R helicopter took Rod to Telkesinma at about T:00 P.M.

Eny 26, 1960

Threa Army H-2K's evacusted the entire rescus camp at 10,200 feet and -the party
wrived in Anchorage at 6:00 P.M.

The retrest from the mountain wes not in the script but at least everyonw
ws of I the mountain.




Bupplement to the account of Mt. McKinley ascent
by Feul Crews, Anchorape.

by Rodman Wilson, M.D.

Mey 20, 1960

About 5:00 P.M., I was informed by redioc thet an airplane had crashed
et 17,000 feet smd wes asked to look for survivers. Andy returned into our
camp &t 16,400 ft, very tired from having sscended the ice wall for the fourth
time. I then sscended the ridge to the Day camp. The Whittekers had already
determined that two men hed been killed in the crash of a Cessna 180 about
260 yards from their cemp at 17,200 ft, at the top of the West Buttress,

I eleo learned that Luckett hed lended his Hiller helicopter near the cemp
and hed left & radio with which he later gave instructions to Schoening for
gatting markers, fleres, etc. for his return.

Luckett landed again in & gentle westerly breesze efter several passes at
about 5:30 P.M, We quickly slid Dgy in an gkja to the 'copter spd stuffed him
in next to Luckett. Day wos abviously in great pain tut did mot complain,
Luckett then quickly swept off down Peters Glacier to Base Camp, I remained the
night with Schoening and the Thittekers, all of use in high spirits,

ey 21, 1980

Apdy errived at 17,500 ft. &t about 8:00 A M, to tell us that he had a redio
report that s storm was gathering., A few minutes later Luckett fluttered in
ogain in his stripped down ' copter and picked up Schoening, who wae recovering
rapidly from his head injury but whose lef't hend was seriously frostbitten.
Andy and I went over te inspect and photograph the Cegsns wreckage and the bodies
in 1%, We then packed quickly end with the Whittakers walked down the ridge
for the last time to our camp at 16,400 ft. About am hour later, shortly
before smowfall began, Crews, Metzger and Molensar arrived in camp.,



Page 10
of report

Experiences on Mount HecKinley
Hey 19 24-, 1980

by Jon Gardey

Initially I was flown to Summit in a C-123 along with the second group of
gout 40, most of whom were from Seattle. Ve arrived at Summit about B A.M. Thursdey.
from Summit we were transported in m helicopter to & send ber awey from the terminus
of the Ruth Gleeier, Soon after our arrival at the sand bar Sheldon made two flights
tn 8,400 ft, on the Kehiltne, Further flights to the glacier were provented by
squirrly winds over the upper portion. About 10:00 P.M. Sheldon returned with three
gthers end took four climbers to the Maiji bese camp st 10,200 ft, Sheldon &nd the
sthers then returned to Talkeetna,

Friday continued clear with relatively light winds aloft and the first load
fnoluding mydell of about 10 departed the sand bar in a Sikorsky twin engine
| melicopter. A hovering lending was attempted at the 10,200 £t. camp but proved
mssocessful and the aireraft crashed heavily inte the snow shearing the downlock
pin en the left gear, The strut was forced imto the mide of the fuselage
md the helicopter samk inte the soft snow. We quickly betook ourselves and our packs
frem the machine end, lightened, it menaged to hobble off down the glacier.

At the Meiji eamp we joined Molenaar smd the others flown down the previous
erening, A& group of about 10 immediately put om packs and started up the well flagped
treil up toward the “Jest Buttress., e lelt the mowhoes at the base of the first steep
piteh above the cemp and continued in the tracks of a group of Japanese who were on
t picture toking jaun%, During this entire day the sky had only scattered cirrus with
& ealm wind, Sensible temperatures were extremely high particulserly along the trough
bolow Vindy Corner.

About 400 £, below Vindy Corner the Japanese decided to turn eround and Eeith
Brt end Hens Metz took over for & hundred Teet or so. They had rushed up to overtake
ut and after this help they returned to Heiji bage. The effects of little or mo sleep
ud scenty end eporatic eating combined with the sudden rush to altitude continually
tlowed the party and stops beceme more and more freguent reaching a freguency of
trery 10 to 20 ft. as we approached the cache at 14,400 feet., - An &ttempt at making
t camp for the night was even started at 14,000 f4. as we were extremely exhausted
d didn't know how far the ceshe wes, But someone mounted a rise and ssw the boxes
¥ the party staggered on reaching 14,400 £, in early ovening,
The night continued clear, but by morning & thin eirrus overcast had moved in

Bd some alto cu were piling against the 19,000 fi. ridge above comp, During the
rning a group from the camp whe were joined by Crews, and Metzger flowm into camp
% fhelden, Kitche n and Wilsem, climbed to the 16,000 T+. ridge north of cemp.
Bey returned in the early aftermoon with the Whktakers, By this time the mountain was
theeured down to 16,000 Tt. by alte cu which showed wiumca of being driven by a south-
Yt wind, The top of Forsker had also disappearsd. Sheldcn and friends tock off
m'ﬂ: nocn in & light seuthwest wind te evacuate the Japenese cemps. The Whitskers,
"'E’“ﬂ'm!lﬁlﬂd by 4 or 5 of us departed the 14,400 f%. camp ebout 4 p.m..At the time
o our deperturs the sky had en alto ou to slto stret overcast at 15,000 ft. bub
"“-Ptrat.arca were mild, winds were light and no gloves were needed. Ths winds continued
ight #s we procesded alomg the wall toward Windy Cormer, but as we rounded the Corner
™ wera met with a blast of wind and blowing smow., Visibility was soon dowm to
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1f2 =ile in blowing mow. Alresdy by this tize a Co-op Z-man mountain tant had beem
ripped spart by the wind, It had been sot up just below the ridge at the Cormer,

Tie made our wmy to & group of tents about 500 ft. below Windy Corper. I was informed
sk winde had been blowing at this strength all day at this camp, During the night the
wind continually increased im velovity, but direction remained constamt ... from

firdy Corner dewn the trough,

About 9 AWM. I atimepted to reach the large 10 man Army tent from the modified
lsgan wire T had slept and wes blown down several times, "hem 1 reached the lse
of the Army Tent I found it to be o virtual wacuum; 1 couldn't breathe and ran back
to the Logan, The distanoce between the two tents was sbout 20 i, Visibility at this
time was about 18 ft. in blowing snow with possibly soms snow, although it was vary
gifficult to mscertain which was which, By this time the pole hed worn through the top
of the Logan nnd after cne attempt at a fox it collapsed, 'l tried to stay im it lomger
wut ware unable to keep up with the drift. I reached the Army tent on the second attempt
wd found 4t alresdy brimming with the cccupants of A downed Itisa tent, e Fremch
Isothermic and a Keith Hart creation. We joined them which made a total of 15 in
the tent, About noon two went out to reinforee the outer well and tighten the guys.
Tha tant had € ration boxes and snow plled along the windward wall, with two climbing
repes to the top of the center pole. Two lce axes anchored the maln guy: other axes
prthered from the fatlen tents helped cut along the other guys. lnside seated climbers
lined the walle and two in shifts stood agsinst the windward wall in an stteapt to
relisve the strain oo the top of the center pole.

During the afterccon gusts sanaged to 1ift the windward mall off the rround in
spite of tha people and boxes. During the day coocking was moderatsly successful but with
W.climbers nobody got or seemed to want much to eat, Towsrd evening the storm
inoreased with the wind tearing around the temt in a most fearful menper, About 8 P.M.
m altimeter we had reached its highest reading snd held stesdy, Our situation at
thin time wans very serious as it 1s doubtful we could have survived had the tent gone.
It would have been impossible te descend, two of the other tents were drifted full,
the other two would have been habitable but net for 18, Agtunlly throughout the storm
ma climber did survive in the downed Hart tent by a quirk of the drifting snow.

NHoene loft the tent during the night for fear the wind blowing in the deor would
renove the tent from the mountsin, The constant vigil with the pole was meintained all
ight but by 6 A.M, the storm continued with undiminished foree, By 7 A.M, tha alti-

ter was falling and the wind boceme more gusty with longer quiet intervals. By 10 A.M,
peakc gusts were much less and the Whittakers and a fow others left for the 10,200 It
« By 1 P.M, contact was made by redio with the 14,400 ft., cemp end ss our
tzonce wos no lmger needed cur cemp was evacuated, Uy this time seversl rips were
sewing up in the tent mnd it iz doubtful it would have laatad ancther night. The
had eroded swny & total of § ft. of snow ,.. 3 ft. of powder and 2 ft. of old
The descent in still swirling snow was made to the 10,200 ft, ecamp in about
bours, with the wind dropping considerably as we rounded the commer at 12,000 ft.
ires £t. of new spow had fellen at 10,200 f£t, during the storm,

Departure from the mountain was made by helicopter mnd Sheldon Mondey evening,
in my cass by helicopter Tuesday morning.
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MOUNTAINZERING CIUB OF ALASEA
CLIMBING AND HIKING SCHEDULD

JULT 3-L-5= SHOWHIRD CABIN: This would be a nice place™for a 3 day weekend: There
are te a few climbing and hiking possibllities in this area. IFivae
to Palmer continue on the Glenn Highway for about a mile beyond Falmay,
turn left on the Fishbook road to the Fishhook Bar bear right and
continue on to the Litile Susitna Lodge, Bayond tHe lodge tha Fodd
turns to the left and starts climbing,about 3/L mile about the lodga
thare is a road gnihgoff to the right continmue on this road as far
as you feel like driving. At the fork in this read continuwe right,
and this may be as far as you can drive, Af the very end of this
road near the metal barn Fou'!l? find a smalT "house®, this is the
Snowbird mine cabin. Call Kiester's ILL-18L if interested.

, JUIT 3e.11 CBOWS NEST;  Thi= can be a cme day trip or on overnight. There is
Technical c¢limbing in the area for those initerested. The cabin is
reached by a hike from the end of the Girdwood road. The grada is
steep in a few places, but not difficult. OCall laog Hannan 277-LTLB

. JULE 2 'etE PIONEER PEAK: (Technical e¢limb)} This &5 a 6,398 foot peak located
befére crossing the Enik Hiver bridge on the Olenn Highlway.

0al1 Oary Hansen 272-11.45 if interested (Sunday July ‘r§

JULY 17 EXPIORAT ION TRIP IN THE EELUTNA AREA: There is a valley abouf half-
wey in on the Lakd Eklutna Road that leocks quitse interesting, This
valTey is to the 1eff or NW of the Leke, (Non-Technical)
Call Theresa Overfield 277-30L0 if intarestad, If you can't contach
Theresa call Marge Prescott 277-2000.

JUTT #5 WOV LVERLIE PEAK: (Non-Technical) In the Anchorage Area.
Cal? Gwynnath Wilson 272-6219 if interested.
JUIY 25 O'MAIIRY PELK: Maybe Galye Nienhusser will e agreeable ts leading

8 ¢limb Up this peak.

Aua A MCHUCH PEAK; Can be reached from Rabbit Uresk Valley or M@Hush
Creek Pienic Ground. (Non-Teehnical Caell Bil' Hague B62-0136

AUG 7 er & JEBYESKL FELK:S” Climb wp the ridge’ frbmrihe chldr 1ift to €he peak

ATR 7 or B POWER LINE TO INDIAN: One or two days, this is a non-thehnical 4wip
and it also needs a sponsor

AUG 1k TWIN PZiKS: Eklutna Area, Dave Meyers ( Teehnieal) o

AUG 1L JUNEAD I&KE: This lake is on thHE Eanai Peninsuld™so we %ilY Yeavs the
Safeway Parking Tot 9th & Gambell at T,00 /M, Call Marpge Prescett
277=2001 if interested

AIG P22 SHEEF MOUNTAIN: There 1s a trail about mild 117 that goes back to
Sgquaw Creek and thisirail is about & miles Yong. It might make and
interesting trip for those interested in this area.

AUG ;m-22 EEIUTH. CABIN: Climb wp the Bklutna Glacier te the L-Frame cabin,

LD 28 or 29 THIRD MOUNT.IN BEHIND FL.TTOP; Technical

ADG 26 or 29 EXPIORATION TRIP TO HOPE;

ot for overnight trips and sdfe techmical clirbs a11 trips will leavs frem thd
way Parking 1ot (9th & Gambe11) at B:00 AM unless otherwise spacifisd by the Yeader,

Phén traverse ‘to the Sewmrd Highway. Call Cale Hapen 3LL-1783 if imterested/




