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s noxt mesting of the Mountainesring Club of Alaska will be on Monday, March 7 at
§ p.m. in the Willow Park Recreatiom Hall, 8 L)

swring the Club’s first year of operatiom, several items in the Comstitution have zeemed
., require modification to allow for flexibility. Instead of taking a multitude of

| periments into the existing Constitution and Bylaws, Johnny Jommston rewrote them to
uclude the changes. A copy of the Constitution is emclosed with this issue of Scree,

s 15, the revised items ars underlines. At the next meeting, acceptamnce or rejection

4 this version will be decided. We are counting om you to help discuss the Constitution

4 i5 stends now and to bring up any suggestions, corrections or questions conceraing
it on March Tth.

joovie will be shown following the business meeting.
EETING, MARCH 7, 1960

me last meeting of the MCA was a Potluck supper held on February lat., The Club is
pratly indebted to Leona Wilkerson for orgenizing a committee of Elinore Schuck and
sigria Wilsen who set up all the innumerable and necessary detailas which made the
gaaer run smoothly. There seemed to be plenty of pots and lots of good things in theml |
ssarwards the Committes was assisted with the clean-up chores by Jackie Cote and |

flides were shown of the attempt last Jeptember on Marcus Baker with Paul Crewa commenting.
Harcus Baker remaing a goal for the Mountaineering Club since poor weather prevented

Zns Metz, Helga Bading, Gregg Erickason and Paul Cruws from making the highest peak
o the Chugach Range in ' 583,

IMBING SCHEDULE

HMarch §5-6 Pioneer Pealk: Paul Crews leading. Telsphone: home - BR 44731
office BR B3455

Carpathian Peak: date as yet undecided.

ZZTING, MARCH 7

wppy E0%h Birthday on March 15th to Joe Pichler! In homor of this occasion the
irch Scree will carry Joe's sccount of the trip he led over the 0ld Mail Trail, Ship
Cresk to Indian House. The officisl version of this trip will appear below, but this

bing the best organized and most successful of the Club enterprises to date a second
w.ling seems in order,

AITOF", ANOTHER TRAINING TREK

by Chuck Metzger

Sun., Jan. 31, 6:00 a.m. A windy, rainy, overcest and perfectly miserabls day
it anyone to be outside, let alome would-be mountain climbers.

A hardy group of MCA climbers, namely Helga Bading, Psul Crews, Andy Brauchli
i I met mt Henson's Service Station on the Seward Highway. Objective: To climb
oittop Mountain,

Some of us, notably me, entertained seriocus doubts as to the saneness of climbing
= i day such ms this. After long and serious consideration, while driving back to

wi's to retrieve a forgobton pair of climbing skins, we decided to climb, weathar ok

" weather, Some people just plain love to get wet .ues

: ifter picking up the skiris we headed out the highway again, stopping at Hanson's
. et 1 could get the "Red Beast" {large red pickup), and from there proceeded up
“illey Rd,, turned right at the top onto Habbit Creek Rd,, and thence left up the

“4 laading to Clark's homestead. We mads it as far as the "short cut”, where the |
"M became a little too deep for Paul's Ranbler.




-

Here it was, "the moment of truth", (ut ceme the skis, gkins and packs (the packs,
.uupnnd.lar extre heavy becsuse of the nature of the |::1:|.m'b]l. Lfter ssid packs were donned,
#is and Eking odjusted (curses on 1 r:rg;--rmng_s} we started up the hill. By this time,

-'ﬂ.:h to my relief, the rain had turned to snow. Onward and ever upwerd we climbed, through
|« repidly incressing snow cover with & fresh breeze (gals force) at our backs.

l The road seemed awfully leng that da)y, mainly because we could see only & very faw
tapt ghead of ue, tut at last we reached Clerk's homestesd, where a&s usunl, we were
gwvited in for coflee.

After spending & very pleassnt hour end helf inside their beautiful little home,
irying out end consuming copious mmounts of their ocoffes, we &gain donned our equipment
wmd started over the hill,

A short climb took us to the top of the ridge above Clark's where we stopped for
lunch because Helge wes on the verge of starvationy Upon spelling finis to numerous
sandwiches, hendsfull of puts, etec. we continued scuthward alompg the ridge, crossed a
windblosn gully (%ry skiing dewn hill with skins sometime) and climbed the mmall buttress
shich leads to Flattop,

The top of the buttress meant the last of our skiing for awhile, so we shouldered
the gcis and welked across & short hoghack to the base of Flattop's north flank. A
zen minute scramble over snow covered scree And another tan or Fifteen minutes up a
reletdve steep snow face put us on top.

We had conguered "Flattop" (the mighty puardian of the ridge above Clark's) and
t: mike the day complete our friendly cloud leyer lifted for five minutes to give us
s view of the "flatlisnds” below.

The climex of the day was the run out, deep (hesvy) powder down the gully to
flark's and hardpacked road from there out to the EHEebbit Creek Rd., Ve were back in
the gity by 3:00 p.m., satisfied end full of contentment from & day spent smong the
peaks gway from the noise snd harassment of town.

IEIDIH MAIL TRAIL, SHIF CREEK T0 INDIAN HOUSE

# By

by Jackie Cote

; —-‘h!ﬂ s = o deylight was just bresking over the Chugsch . . «
*Hm“ in comménd . . . the party, 6 snowshoers and one skier, assembled at the
of  spot, Arctic Velley ski bowl. Howard and Elinore Schuck with their
"sitrmarkers" wers seasoned snowshoers, heving had & chance to practice their
ing on an earlier MCA trip. Bob Laymen using bear pews, Eill Atwood with one
st outsized packs I've ever seen (he had everything but o bed in the thing),
looking like & refugee from & surplus store, on snowshoes, and myself on

handa-d for Indian House and would take the ul‘____E_ﬁ_mJ.a mail treil up Ship

t as we were about to teke off, Sgt. Hernhendez, U.5. Army Fish and Wildf]lower
tative spotted us. He had been called out following a report thet a wolf had
ted prowling arcund the ski bowl ledge. Seeing ne wolf, he settled for us.
were off limits, Joe pleaded ocur ceuse trying to explain the expedition, tut
0 no eveil., Sgt. Hernander was & man of the rule book, and his book made no

i for mountaineers. We were g£till off limite. He sllowed he would check with the
tMarshsl's office, tut he warmed us that we were to stay put until he returned,
fEe this could become an "incident" and closure of the Ski Bowl FRoed to all

8 might follow.

panwhile down &t the Provost Marshal's office & jeep was dispatched to help the

i "oscort” us down the Mt.1'! Down we went .... ths dangerous mounteinesrs

| @rmed guard fore snd aft, When we got back to the Provost Marshal's office we

our trip opce again, Finely o sympathetic Co, picked up his phone and made

55 contacts to get ue permission to continue, He warned us though that any
seditione through the military preservation would have to be clearmd with

pagar &od then the Base Commander's Office. Mountainesrs, take heed if you

Bt to share our fatel
this time the sun was well up in the sky. We bad loet % hours ... well, maybe
ke that extra push and make up our lost time, Back up the S5ki Bowl HRoad we
ihis time we got off. -
st half mile 1..1':: 4 peries of stops: packs to be mdjusted, jackets to be
s retied, but at least we were on the trail. It was pretty lewel going, not
~to trip us, =nd we were making good time. Jos hoped we'd be able to get
1d roedhouse the first day. But with derimess coming on, Joe thought
& halt, make camp and get sn early start next morning, evem though we
of cur goal,
’ laylight left, we hustled about making & camp. Joe and Bob
d and Elinore stringing up theirs, While Gene snd Bill went
. x“ﬂcttlm—h.ﬁnwiph;tnhrﬂlhorlmt

‘boughs for : mn-%rﬂmmm{ﬂlw
ath: for n mnr'} ’Eyth- time darimess was completely upon us, we had a roaring




i

sipe uilt ond dinner cooking ... no dehydroted mush for usi Tomight we were going first
MBS .. Steazst (Helpa will probebly went to expel us from the v::lu'b:l However, it's so
-Junh etsier to forpget obout those sore muscles when you've put oway 6 steak, mashed
sotatoes ané gpinach digner,
3 After dinner lor two of the members, onywsy, came the climax of our trip: The
gaouncement of Gene's and my engepgement! A toast wos proposed., It should heve besn to
%A, which wans responsible for the whole thing sinee we met ot the MOA rock climbing
sigsges ISt s5pring.

Sumday morning dewmed gray, but with & hint of the clear skies to coma, We ate a
casty breskfost, but inspite of all cur good intentions were not oo cur way until B8:30,
Je'd hove to mointain a good fast poace to meke up for nll our lost time if we ware to
rench the pass by 3:00 thet efternoon, We stearied off well., The going was still easy
singe the rise in elevation wos steady but so gradual as not to be noticeable. By noon,
howewer, we were o pretiy tired bunch, cnd eech step wae becoming more of an effort.

Tould we never get oround that bend so that the pass would at least be in sightl Finally,
ot B200 o' clock when we realized that the pase wasn't "just overthat next rise", Joe
iseided we ought to stop for lumch, " Pooped-out-hill" we colled it, e& we gratefully
took of f our packs and flopped. Even &fter & half hour's rest and some food to spur us any
it wms only the thought that we were getting close tc the pnse apd from there it would be
"a1l downhill" thot made us even consider getting up. Our shoulders by now were crying
mut@n protest ... still snothsr mile or so ... then it started to spow., The last part
wns @agony, Lach time we got cleser, the pass would teBse us by moving further swoy
{agywmy that's the wey it seemed). When at last we reached the pass, none of us had the
mergy to do much celebrating, We just stuffed ancther handful of raisins in our mouths
and started off sgain, At least we were on the "ull down hill from here" side. We had
reached the pass about 3:40,

¥ow, st last I wouldn't be teil-end-drag-along. The rest of this trip was going to
be fun. Oply I hadn't conditioned my tirsd refllexes to the impossibly flet lightl With
e 'tf“ you leter, slowpokez", I skimmed past the plodding snowshoers. This wos fun, Next
thing I knew, both skis were buried clesr to my boots in an unseen snow drift! dnd Jackie
on her facel Have you ever pitched straight forwerd over the tips of your skis with
a7 &

er the snowshoers dug me out, put me back on my feet and hslped me on with my
pr the second time I decided caution would be the better part of valor and main-
& much slower pace, It wes thus we pushed on, with darkmess hastened by the mow-

ar  beginning to overtake and emgulf us. Would we never reach thet durned rosd?.

heny it got so dark that we could no longer see to take our next step, Joe decided

gp for the night. To go on in the darkness would be foolherdy. The next big

8 we pessed would provide us with shelter for the night., Making camp that night,

& sorry locking Bunch. A1l of us were stumbling over our own feet from cheer

1 Thet night the menu was pretty biszarre: chicken noodle soup with ostmeal (omly
¢ enough for soup hadn't been scraped clean of thet morning's ortmenl), bacon,

fmigins, hot dogs, stesk scraps, nuts and candy. Meybe not the balanced diet that

ritionist.would prescribe, but it sure tasted good to us.

or any remaining food for breakfast. There was still some tem left, snd somewhere
be bottom of his pack Bill Attwood pulled out 4 frozen hard beiled eggs. We thawed
g them, along with the remaining nuts and raisins. Everything wes fine, until we

| £het someone's sock had fallen into the tes. Two deys on the trail, though,

ned us., We merely pulled out the sock and drank thetea anyway. No time to brew
i po tY We were overdue snd femilies would start to worry, We started off, but .
on before we finally reached the end of our journey. The Gewerd Highway st last]
i pare a8t Indian Hougel! We were 6 tired snowshoers and one tired slkkier ....

we do it again? You betl Just as spon as the blisters on my heels go away.

, MARCH 7th

enics Jackie Cote snd Gene Horning for the first scope of its existencel
teinsering Club of Alaska sxtemds best wisghes on their engigement,

T3 tn maks two gorrections. In the January Scree the~Irip at Arctic Vallay
t took phm*ﬁ Sunday, Japuary 24th, Aleo in the briefl Eccount of

'm wis too cold even for ice sketers, not mountaineers
J - sub-conscicus sttempt on the Bd.'s part to reduce
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