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MEZTING, MONDAY DECEMBER T

The next moeting of the Mpuntaineering Club of Alasko will be on Monday, December 7
gt 8 puim. in the Willew Park Recreation Holl, 9th and Fairbanks. The slides showm
¥ill be Those of Hans Mets, showing glecier climbing in the Alps,

Future Mountaineering Club mestings will be held on the first Mondsy of the month as
k2§ been the custom for the pest year. The first Mondsy seems the best day for the
most people and the Willow Park Recreation Hall also is avai leble,

FATCHES ARE HERE Lt 1 %

The MCA is very grateful to Leona Wilkerson for the design and re-design of the patches
which have finally arrived. To quote 2 notable woman mounteineer (enyone went to Euass
wha?): "the patch is cne that every MCA momber will be proud to wear on hats, coats,
pirkas, jackets, ski pents, ice axes (?7) snd please be sure to keep some spare in your
imapsack. They work beautifully to patch the hole after you sat on the crampon. (Hence
the neme pateh)”

The patches will be on sale at the meeting on the Tth for $1.50, so come with needle .
tnd thread and the money. |

CLIMBING SCHEDULE [y

form Pichler explained over the phons thet he was plamning & snowshoe trip sometims
ia December (weather being the determining factor) in the Mt. Behind 0'Malley Read
trea, There will be more infermatien about this and other scheduled climbs for the
¥inter months ecm the Tth.

"o §ays Climbing Season Is Over?"
by Helps Bading

The meunteins are still hare, and so are we. Let's not stay near the fireplace just

because the old sun is low and frosty around its rim. Who's scared of frozen earlobes,
oot ugl

‘isten wha' s telking, RHemember the trip on the Middle Glacier when the rain was pouring
“"_"ﬂ and the wind lashed us and we were as wet as herrings and everybody had fun
i gtill wented to go on? Everybody but Helga? I've alweys beem a great talker.

Eﬁr‘;uusiy, though, winter trips can be fun. I've made them, On skis, on snowshoes,
¥ dogiean snd on foot I have travelled around and up the mountains. Many times I was
Mzerably cold and meny times I was not, and it was always fun,

¥

M don't have to be B good skier to go out on winter trips. You don't even have to
lat all. You know we are dickering with the boy scouts to get the use of some

Mewshoss for club members. They will be svailsble soon. Let's see you use them.

::’“Shuuing uphill and downhill is tricky, but cem be learned. Don't throw away your
Ppelling slings. Tie them around the bottoms of your snowshoes and they will provide
&"*Eh traction for you to negotiate the average steep hill.

:“"' Bhould you wear? A quilted perks is ideal, but you can get by without it. Always

l{rr.':" 8 spare sweater besides the one you are wearing. Wear long johns, ski pants
h: sarmuff= and always have spare mittens, spare socks, waterproof matches, some Tood “**§
hb‘* flashlight in your packsack. Anywsy, the psychologists say being cold is a

B of stiitude.

%
‘::T“ is only oma problem: boots. For snowshosing mukluks are ideal, TFor climbing,
i beany boots or "Horean" boots.{ B & J Surplus and other surplus stores have them
g B few bucks). But they don't come in ladies sizes, For you girls I suggest talking
i"'-a: hubby or boy friend into buying bumy boots. Then uss his climbing boots with
b Yy of socks (3 or 4 pairs). It worke well, For skiing ... saffer cold feet,

¥ worth it.
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Let's see you come out on some trips with'us., Just think of all the advantages of
winter: the brush is covered with smow. Mosguitoes are asleep and so are bears. Lakes
gni strezams are frozen over, Crevasses are nll covered up., And when we come dowm the
aounsein in the afternoon we watch the long, red sunset of the Alaskan winters.

WOTES FROM JOHNNIE

L circular from the British Hountaineering Council reports %= the desth of two climbers
g¢ue to the feilure of & EfB inch circumferende waist loop, It broke at the carabiner
ghen the leader fell, I've noticed the use of parachute shroud line and %- inch diameter
nylon rope as rappell slings smong cur local climbers. 1t might be wise to use nothing
less then 1-‘,,*’15 inch nylon as waist loops and rappell slings.

Aoscue Alert Procedure

1, Primery team member contected by sutnorities will slert recnining primary
tpam end relay oesembly and aquipment instruction.

2, Leader will immediately report to authordties for instructions and estimata
ol ‘situation.

3, Leadsr will relay available informetion to primery tesm members, designate

members who will participate end appoint & secondery team leeder, if
necessary.

4, If necessary, secondary team leader slerts and orgenizes secondary team,
5, HRemaining action dependent upon situastion and wishes of authorities.

B. Primary team members are:

Kaorman Fichler
H. Erik Barnes
Rodman Wilson
Hans Metz

P. B. Crews
Johnnie Joknston

4 Report:

Reports issued by the Rescus Coordination Center at Elmenderf AFB for the
Eonths of Aupust snd October itemize their search end rescue activities thus:

TIFE MILITARY CIVIL
ksdical evacuation 1z 15
/e nocident 3 12
/s overdus 1 3
Secuntion 1 5
S
&fs search 0 I
B
False mission 1] 1
-'-—_

VAIBIT CREEK ROAD TO INDIAN HOUSZ TRIP., Sunday, Wovember 2lst,
by Helga Bading

T

‘P was a dark, cludy morning when I stepped out of the house at 5345 a.m, determined
£et rid of Ski-Rally heedaches the easy way,

1% it wasn't until 8 a.m. {after s frustratingly slippery end unnecessary drive to

I""L':"_-lﬂn House) that we turned off Rabbit Oreek FRoad and pointed the jeep uphill.

wiide were Paul Crews, George Wichman, Bill Ivay, Boscos and myself. We roared past

": &ric! 5 Homestead" and continued uphill for ancther mile and & half until & stubborn

Ti;“""lrif': halted our progress. Out we stormed with pick and showvel, but no luck,

o8 n swamp buggy come uphill behind us, manned by moose hunters snd they attached

:Eir winch to our rear end and with & mighty heave we were free again., We decided
try walking,

L3
%, nete: Bosco is Ealga's blue-eyred mountein olimbing cenine.
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The rood winds beck into & beautiful high velley up te the pass with only = zlight
uphill grade, We were south of the "Hi. behind 0'Malley" and enjoyed = rather hazy
vigw of the city belaw, The pn:l.'rfa arcund us were shrouded In elouds and it ‘un,ﬂ;un tE
mow ealtly. There isp't enough snow as yeit for good skiing, but in order to regotiate
iha sneowdrifts we donned the smewshoes, 8ll but Bosco ond Geerge. The latter demenntrat
pie nbility to oubrun us on his oerose country skis, end Boseo outran Georpge. The rest
of us woddled along with legs spread apart and muscles gelting sorer by the minute,
{1t like horsebaci riding), The last pert before the pass is steep &nd we olimbed to
pags on & small rock ridge. It was here that the snowshoers outran the oross-country-sk

O the pass at I2 moon {Zé hours from the jesp) we were hit by an ioy wind. By now we
mre socked in, but az nrdent akiers we welcomed every snow{lake. And who can eat a
view anywoy?

fe 38% under a rock and had luneh, Paul woluntesered to drive the jeep back if we others
wantod to go down the Indian Creek side. We wanted,

At 1l pom, we started out apain, headed into & strong wind and snowfall, The first

1000 £ty downhill are really nice and should be goed ekiing leter on, tut scon we ran
inte difficulty. On the wind packed gnow gur spowshoes slid from under our feet.

For Bill mad myself it wes n matter of spowshoes off, on, off, on, off, Soon the slope
wns too steep for mowshoeing, the snow too deep for walking. We fliurndered dommpill.,
felow us was what looked like kiles and miles of valley with no end in sight and only
1# hours of daylight left, Wa rushed on, sometimes using the snowshoss “or o toboggas,
A%t the 2000 £t. level we got baok onto the road wiich wns almost bare of snow and would
pave béen mice wmalking had it not pointed straight downhill and had it mot beem covered
vith & sheet of ice, Our rete of degcent was satizflactoryl At the 1GGC &, lavel wa
deve into toe timber and followed the read for about § more miles with thres uphill

ttretohes. In the fading light we gkidded out to civilizaticn mrd resched Indimn
House just as Paul drove up,

It it wasn't the end of the day for us, for we went to soe Digney's "Third Wen on the
Hountain". In herrer we watched what " Reel" climbing ia like. I want to stay alive,
20 I'11 just go on olimbing my way,

3 CONCLUSION
BGT DOW'T FORGET DECEMBER Tth
We'll bo looking forwerd to seeing you.

"*M“inaering provides good exercise in pleassnt surroundings, B sense of zatisTecotion
s overcoming difficultiss, the joy, skin to dencing, of controlled rythmic movement,
t stlmulasing contact with danger, A wealth of beautiful scenary, and & release from
the tiresome restrictions of modern life. The sxpert likes to practise or display his
%ill, Some confess to having besn drawn to climbing by & physical inferiority complex
mgendered by their failure at sohool to hit a ball atraipght and far ..... In tho case
i mountainesring it is 8 kind of personal identificotion with the hills themselves,
"ich comes of imtimate understeanding ond strenucus contest and which brings with it
Ewalth of philosophicel eentent. Abeve sll, in my view, the attraction lies in the
"ory of those rare moments of intellectusl ecstasy which cceur perheps on & mountain
Hemit, perhaps oo 8 glacisr at dawn or in & lonely moonlit bivouac, and which appear

5o

ed

the
ier.

% b the result of & happy colncidence in the rythem of mind snd scens .... mountaineering

*“*a0s Tequires a combination of technical skill, knowledge and experiencs.”
ERIG SHIPTCH

fromt "Upen that Mountain"




