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EETING, JULY 6, 1959

The next monthly meeting will be held July Sth at 7.30 p.m. at "the Rocks". & room
s recerved at Willow Parl, but meny MCA members seem to prefer meeting outdeors. Let's
ve your opinion &nd do come te "the Rocks" July Gth, Bring tenmis shoes and "bug juice",
gebers wanting to eat a picnic supper prior to the meeting should bring food and
o 8t 6.30 p.m.

LIMBING SCHEDULE

ATTEMTION: Want to olimb on the July 4th weekend?
Woyne Rhoades is back in town emd raring to go up B mountain,
He will lead B glocier climb on Byron om the Tfourth of July
weekond, Crempons and ice axes are & necessity eand only those
who have some experience on & glacier should go.
Fhone Wayne at 69914.

ha Glacier School wns postponed from June 1Eth,r"lith and will meet when ice conditions
# it possible. Probably sometime in July. This is for beginnersl But they must be
Quipped with ice axes snd crampons which are available at Gary King's.

b3 will be ag follows:-
June ETWEBth Girdwood Area., Bring ixe axe, crampons., Good ridge .
ing, too. Leader: Paul Crews, bus,ph., 38625, home ph. 44731

July 4th Byron Glacier. Leader: Wayne Rhoades, ph. 53914

July llflat.h Work Far‘lii. Bring sxe, saw, elbow grease, yourself and
pleonty of food. Leader: everybody. Contact Helga, ph. T7822.

July 19th GOAT MOUNTAIN, Lesder: Gregg Wickson, ph. 42234,

July 25th Picneer Peak., Leader: Andy Breuchli, ph, 76074,

Knik Trail: This trip will be postponed wmtil after
Lake George breslup.

5T ASCENT OF MOUNT ILIAMNA (10,016 ft.) by Helge Bading

Well, our suntans ceme off in the wash. But the memory of & wonderful and
Blting trip remains, We were four: Paul Orews, Erik Barnes, Gregg Erickson and
8 ole me, On,. June lst our pilet dumped us on & sandspit at Chinitna Bay, 100 miles
Bth of Anchorgge. It rained and we were many miles fram owr goml, Mount Iliemna,
Foided in clouds, We repacked our gear (it seemed like tons) and went to make the
MEintance of Gregg Brown, a fisherman, who tock us across the Bay in his boat. He said
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1d pover Seen 4 mountain climber. About 10:30 a.m. we sterted off across the swemp,
ng our "wading clothes"; tennis shoes snd jeans, Climbing boots on top of the
ks added to the weight. We crossed swomps, sloughs, lakes, It geemed alright for a
of Erik's height. But whem you're only 5 f£t. short ,... well, after T fell into .
t lake up to my shoulders it didn't really matter. We finally came to the river ---
erful walking on the sendy beach, except it always geemed to be on the wrong side of
the river. On our side were the alders. You ever crawled through elders with a heavy
pac? Sure, bub with snowshoes on top its murder) After a good supper of Knerr Soup
by wont on. We wore in swamp up to our Imees. Above and beside us alder end devilselub,
fgreund us mosquitoes, No end in sight. We didn't spesk much, just went on in desperatiom,
oqur thoulders aching, At 9 p.m. we stumbled omto the gravel bar of Umbrells Glacier
~ preck. Ve dropped dead in our tracks,

Tugeday morning. Momns ond groans! My lege were like jello. Wo view of Iliamns,
just clouds. Agnin we hit the nlders, but in the afterncon we had it made. From them on
it was only going up the moraine in ths usual menmer "two steps up and three backwards".
it 6 we made cemp, Beside soup ond rice we had hot jelle, Have you ever tried it? Its pood.

Wednesday morningi:- rain. We packed camp. Again chesrful snnouncements from all sides,
"1111 take a tent, or the pitons; or the ropes.” Two hours later:- "Who wants en extra
tent?" Silemce. We climbed on. About neeon we reached the ideal cempspot, a rocky ridge
sticking out batweem two glaciers, 3700 ft. we estimated. From here we werse going to
pake the "assault". All we could do was eat and sleep and walt, Erik end Paul cooked
supper in the tent. We studied our photographs mnd Jmew we ocould meke its At 6.40 pam.
Foénesday wo started oubt, still in the rain. Daylight was no problem ... it was keeping
dry that bothered us. We took all the spare clothes, some food, climbing gear and
tredilmarkers,

Paul and I climbed on one rope and so did Erik end Gregg. We took turns kicking steps.
It was not difficult but for the "holes" which we periedically fell into. Some crevasses
bad to be skirted but we did neglect to fall inte those, It started to snow end blow,
¥e wore pretty hungry, but who wents to stop and eat when its cold? So we just kept poing.
By midnight we were in dense cloud end couldn't see more then 50 feet, Grepg kept marking
our trail with the willowsticks., I romsmber seeing the dim outline of a ridgs to my
Fight and the rest was just nothingness., 7 ~-lly, directly above, I caw the "ocornice"
% kmew wns just below the summit. Ths wind scemod te have resched pale force and snow
wi blowing ond it made it evon harder to sec enything. I shouted to Paul to give me
& balay and "folt" my woy arcund the stoep snow boank. Then the mountain flattened ocut.
e were an top, I remembor distinetly thinking "lets get the heck out of here", but there
food the others, just &g cold os I was, ctudying the photo in the dim light. "That's it",
Paul smid, "Let's go." We necdsd no other invitotion. Erik stuck the last two trail-
markers inte the snew on the summit, Blessed bo the trailmerkers that showed us the way
back, In my state of malnutriticn I had visicas of getting onto the wrong glacier.

At 5 a.m. we got to the temtc. They were covered with wet snow. Everything inside
W damp, But in the sleeping bag the whole world had a differemt outlock,

About 11 I opsaed my eyes, Lo cnd bshold g ray of sunshine! I dashed into my psnts
&l out the tentdoor. The clouds woare breaking up. An hour later sunshine poured over
the camp, Uhe whole world was brillient. For the firet time since we started out we saw
the mountain, our mountsin, snd ths penk we had just climbed, All round us tremondous
fvalanches were coming off,. Some we loosened by shouting and we watched them tumble down
ta the glacier below, We built & lerge ceirn at the campsite end left our register cen
Wih the story of Iliamna's first cscent in it.

In the warm evoning light we packed up comp once again and by night we were camped
by the river below the morains. I liks cempfires. They have scmething reassuring about
thes, Primusses are so impersonal.
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Fridoy morning. We decided "never to bushwheck apgein”. Instead we crossed the
jacier ctream by means of rope. This is a sport for tall people only. When the icy
mter gets above your waist it censes to be fun, At this peoint, too, our trip ceased
to be & glimbing expedition, Instead, we built the "Ilismma Queen” and floated dowm
ke Tiver. There is no room here to preise the seamanship of Paul, Epik and Gregg
(a1l I did was hang on lor dear life) but perhaps there'll be an account of the river
cruise in & loter issue of Scree.

Sundey, when we flaw out, wes the only smooth end sunny dey. We flew over the

j top of our mountain, The merkers hed blown away, but we could see every smell landmark
of our route: the crevasses we crossed, the "sornice" and the flat, snow-covered top.

gme hour's flight took us back to Anchorage .... thanks to the airplene and some good
planning the whole trip had taken us only 6% deys,

YORE ABOUT ILIAMNA

The Anchorage Daily Times really geve excellent coverage to this climb. On Monday,
June 8th, the Times ran a frontpage article with big hesdlines: "4 Area Climbers First
to Reach Iliamma Peak." This was reprinted in Tuesday's paper on en inside page and
later in the week o spread of pictures wae also published.

WARY'S ROUNTAIR

Nn Sundsy, June Tth, Joe Pichler tock five members of the MCA up Mery's Mountain
thich iz the lowest of the Plcneer Pealks. This is a long end steep olimb but there is
no bushwhacking. Although the day was clear there were clouds surrpunding the top which
served as & screen of the pesk for the less certain hémbbra.of the party and which
siowed the climb o bit since it was diffiocult to find the route, Once on top, tha clouds
lifted mnd there was a wonderful view of the Matanuska Valley ond Pioneer Peak.

The group - Betty Clement, Lois Willerd, Gwynneth Wilaon, Chuck Warrem, Joe Hill
ind Jge Pichler = left a red MCA register can cn the summit, complete with a history
ef the various successful c¢limbs up Mary's Mountain,

This was a good climb end with Joe Fichler as leader to encourage and to guide it,
15 recommended for hikers who aren't sure of how much rock climbing they want to do tut
would like to get up into the mountains,

I v MOUNTATN BEHIND O'MALLEY ROAD Oipna I _?D
An impromptu group orgenized iteslf to climb the "mountain behind 0'Malley road" om _

()
view from the swmit was mede hazy by the smoke from the Hemai forest fire, Joe Hill

felt this was not as arduous g.-climb as Mary's Mt ... snd the group found several

fnew fislds to glissads down which helped the descent. The group informally nemed several
tatural features, For the exact meaning of the meadow named "Larry's Locker", check

with Larry Johann,

PATCHES

Sometime during the next month the members will be contacted via telephone to see
bow many patches each individunl wishes to order. The patch, chosen by the Club which
uces Mt, McKinley ss the motif, will sell for §l.E0.

CLIMBING PRACTISE

How that the Climbing School is out, it has bsen decided to continue practising

ot "the Rocke" on Thursdsy evenings, meeting between 7 and 7:30 p.m. There are a
Uumber of experienced climbers interested in continuing snd some novithtes as well,
Interested begirmers are urged to coms down (mile 23 of the Seward Highway). It is not

LT
[iithe 14th, Joe Hill, Larry Johenn and Dr, Rod Wilson hed a fine clear day although the o
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- jate to get instruction in climbing techmiques.

pIVLEL :
acoording to the Ancherage Daily Times of June 10th, four young men will attempt
4 olinb lickinley this summer. The leader will be Jphn Breitenbach who climbed the

tpin o yoor age, and he will be accompanied by Feter Sinclair, Bill Buckinghem and
HIJ"[T Carbot.
I:Ih'll-l I8 WORLD
The Loussac Lihrary has o copy of the MOUNTAIN WORID 1958/59. (756.52). This is
g fuscinating book, well printed and illustrated. The pictures especially rate comment
pepause there are so many excellent omes with routes superimposed om them. There is
o article sbout Mount Logen which is of local interest.

In & report about Mont Blanc, the author remarks that winter climbing has been
gttempted since 1832 but that with new techniques and the successful assaults of so many
ridgas end faces, winter climbing will become meore commen, Incidentally, the first winter
sscent of Hont Blane was made in January 1876 by on Englichwoman who woo greeted on her
return by fanforesl

There is & long, detailed sccount of the verious attempts on the Eiger north face
piich certainly mokes clenr the part geod judgment has to play in moumtnineering.

Finally, though it is hard to choose with so many good articles, s deseription of an
gttempted climb in the Karakorum Renpe of the Himalayane on Chogolisa in which one

pm went through a smow cornice, and the editor adds a taut footmote that in the classic
view the protection of rope on corniced ridges in bed wisibility would probably have

provented this.
If you like mountains, this is the book for you.

CLIMBERS FROM OUT OF TOWH

Larry Wielsen of Ngrth Wilbraham, Mass. gave old Johnnie a call last Sundey
{14 June} evening, He'd hit town Saturday night and was leaving for Valdesz Monday morning.
fa came out te my cabin for & enack ond we spent the time talking climbing and viewing
tlides of Marcuzs Beker. Larry is heading an expedition for research and exploration
on the Valdez placiers, Our Charles Waprrem is climbing with this party,

" BfPLORER GLACIER

Paul Crews, Charles Warren, Gregg Erickson and J.H«J. spent Moy 30;"'31
taking Explorer Scouts on their annual glacier trip. Paul and Charles led the
wxporienced group up another placier and over the ridge onto Explorer Glacier
where they met the first timers led by Gregg end Jgimnie, There are several promising

tandidetes among these young men,
That's all for now. See you at "the Rocks" on July 6the




