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§EITHG, OCTOBER 5, 1959

The Moeuntaineering Club of Alaska will hold a mesting on Monday, October Sth
gt B pefa 8%t the Willow Park Hecreatien Hall {9th snd Fairbanks).

The election of officers for the noxt yenr will teke placs at this meeting.
pfficors to be elacted are: President, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, and one or
em members of the Board. Nominetions will be mode from the floor, Those elipible to
prte pust have poid their duss for the 185560 year, Dues can bo mailed to Helge Bading
'efe Jonos Bros., 700 - Gth Ave.,Anchorago, Alacke) or may be paid en Hooday tha 5th prier
w the meoting. Dues are $5.00 per person or 7.50 a family ineluding children up to
ga of 18. Junior members poy 2.50.

It iz hopad that all the pressnt ifpuntaineering Club members will went te join
,upin for mext year, The Bpard is interested in sny comments members have ta moke regare
ding elub activities, the elimbing schadule, G&eree, entertainment at the moetings, ete.

EETING, OCTOBER &, 1858

REDOUBT

First Ascent of ount Radoubt (10,197') ..... Aleutisn Renpe"
by Jon Gardey

Prior to the climb I was able to teke n flight areund the mountain and determined
that the only fessible route led up the glacier emensting from the WE face, This glacier
trtually ends up in a southeasterly direction end the river coming from its snout, the
Bedaubt Rivar, procesds for sbout. 10-15 miles east and empties into Cook Inlet sbout 12
Elzs i of Polly Creek. This was the route we picked. The other ridges are sither too
fteep and narrow or end on felse sumnita,

On Sunday, August 23rd, we were flowm in two loads to Polly Cresk end the
*eond load was deposited on the beach st Folly Creek by 2 p.m, %e were four ... Gene
"fs-:ntt and Charles Deshr of the Alaske Alpine Club in Peirbanks, Finley Kennell of
Ulinpis and ma.

The first leg elonpg the beach toward the Redoubt River, about 8 miles, was
“mpleted by 6 p.m. with the tide at its mexioum and large breakers running, thus fereing
U apaingt the rocks at the base of the oliffa,

: The next day we entered the brush and with an aversge speed of 1 mph we reached
t"‘? Fiver sbout 1 p.m. The river was very high since the freezing level was near 10,0000
24 the sntire mountsin was thawing. We procesded upstream, staying on one side at first;
Et wist desp wading and the brush forced us to oross. The crossings, although harrowing,
'l ensble us to make much better time and we camped for the night ebout 10 miles from
glacier,

H Tne lollowinpg doy begon with a light reing but being sosking wet from the
_,;"E“'- the rain was irrelevent,. Good progress was made up the river bar end we camped
iul.jt.hc moraine by 7. The morning was & grey ocoging fog thet abscured all beyond 100 ft.
i “nted we groped our wey smenp the moraine hills not knewing exectly whers we were
,r"}E = Just thot it woo Up e.e this was important. After s couple of hours of this dismal
E.r"*.ﬁﬂ-:t we stopped end consulied the nearby rocks but they told us mothing, 5o we ata,
h'a'*'l_ the clouds drifted apart and we could cee that the ice we were on didn't even appeat
rﬂtn;; map end that it turned abreptly snd thence upwerd in a series of unclimbaeble ice
10 Tl did see though that a route was possible over to mnother glacier that would

In: 48 £o & lerge smowfield belew the east face. Then the clouds returnsd. Climbing on
SWuments we mode it over an intervening morsine and %o the othar glacier and up to
Mﬁf'—‘lﬂﬂfiald. 3y this time 1t wes 7 pette ond the clouds hed lifted so we could see the
10'.3{); 1000 of Redoubt i.e. to 5000' from our ventage point of 4000*. This perticular

locked very bad.
y The nex® day we had allotted to the elimb ... only cne day, but the extra day
e dslegated to possible bad lying weather for the flight to Anchorage, Thus the
L day had to be clesr. It was,
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Whern, we awoke in the morning blue akies ond the entire mountain greeted our sase,
ng the thing thoreuzhly revealed no complete route to the top, Each possibls route I
nparently halted by an icefall or avalanche dangor. Wevertheless, off wo went,
Ritons nnd all,

As wa throndod cur wey omong the soracs and crevasses the routes' intricacies |
il feoinating. Every apperent stopper had a way either through or sround 1t, sand we
yery food time in the continuing wonderful weather., The views acrose Cook Inlet of
j cnd Homer as well as the mountgins boyend were excellent, As wo continued upward

d & large avalanche debris area under a huge icefall. Even though the time of day
rong - noon ond the debris was recent - wo went ecross snywny, always casting snxious
ees upward, Up survived and reached the surmit ridge at about 9500, The ridge
jmoed upward and abgut 500" from our position wes crossed by o crovasse. At this point
plizbing bocame too steep for crampons and we cut = few steps which brought us to the
sarmit about 2 p.o,, 6 bours and 0000 from ocur bese camp, The descent wes made slong
ise intricate route, still ip good woather, and the baso camp wng roeached by 6 p.m.

Ug emesuntored idesl snow conditions which mede the olinb possible in the tHime wo
The snow wog perfect for crompona all tho woy to the top. Thore was no new snow,
route should Lo marked on the ascent L the weanther iz ot all questionable, =nd it
ps vary dengerous under avalanche condilions more severe than those we encountersd, W
jy & third of the reute lies merose svelepncho debris.

The return along the river was made in clear weather with the river lowsr. Wy
$ed many mony enormous bear and moose tracks but the only animal we saw wos one moose
). Se errived at Polly Creek 7 days after we left it, Bad weather hald up the return

an sextra day but we were able to stagger back at 300' over Cook Inlet,

I¥G, OCTOBER 5, 1959
v MARGUS BAKER
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Mount Marcus Saker Expedition! by Helga Bading

Tris was tha fourth time for Ppul and Johonile te meke plens Yo climb Marous
{13,176 o Thoir Jmowledge of tho unmapped ares cbisined on provious attompts
greatly in shaping plans for this trip. It wes planned to have an mirdrop sbout
¢k up the Hatenusks Glacier near the foot of the morth ridge of Harcus Beker,

W ol five would start up the gleacier from the Gleme Highway en Aupust 23, 1959,
d walk the entire length of the glacier and then try to climb the mountain wia
orth ridge.

But it didn'®t work this woy, The first blow came when Johmnie was called
Hde" snd could not go with us, This lef't Paul Crews, Gregg Erickson, Hans ietz and
I, Sacond, the neatly packed airdrop parcels (155 lbst) didn't go up the glecier by
They wont on our backs, Twice our pillet, Dyight Robinson, and Pgul tried to get rid
but the woather was too poor %o fly in,

MEY, August 26th: We left town at 6 n.ms Then everything was ready, asll but my
ok woighed over 70 pounds, I was earrying better then 50, At Mile 102 a cable is
& over the Matanuska River, The owner, Mr, larshell, has o house near the ki ghway, but
oot ot home. So we helped ourselves to his facilities, Once across, late in the
oon, wo started up the termins] moraine, After an hour and a half of ups snd dowms
ied tho ice and made good headway for a while, At seven it started to rain, Vs
Wt 3.4 milos from the read, A rocky nost betwesn two ice ridges served well for

vi Up &t 4 a.m, MNo rain, but it was ocold, At 6 we had brenlcfnoted and hit the glecier
“rey fnother hour's wulk tock us to the "Motenuska Glacier Highway". This is &
“fiaine that windo all the way up the glaclier right to the BIG BIND ... o distonce
Wt 20 milea, Dy lunchtime, we woro & food 10 miles up the glacier and eelebroted
ot Jelle ond cheoose, ¥ild sheep prazed on the east slopes, ond o hawk winged over
Fi2 ilnjooty, Wb, liarous Bgker, wop well hidden from our wisw, It hod only been climbed
in 10ms by Bradford Yapshturn, The Hatanuskae Glaclier is the moat foasible routs to
“intein, but alse the longost ..ee 30 miles as the crow fliess, We'd hove to welk

t 40 miles on the zround, one way, and wo lmew ws were the first poople ever to

4E placier's full length, By 5 we wore about 1£ miles up the glacier,

: It tokos a lot of enerpgy to got out of the sack at 4, Particularly wiih all bones
Lf inside and a damp, heavy fog linpering outside. Soom wo wore off, Tollowing
firections, detormined from the compaas he held in front of him, The compass route

F Yory well. "Thean the fag lifted wo wers exaotly where we wanted %o be ... right at
BID closo to the foot of Hount Sphnaps (nemed for Johnnie's dog). Byt we wers

L & mess of crovesees. After threo hours we menaged to get untongled, On we

P in weary determination, Ahead through the elouds loomed & raclky ridge, Hhather
the one we were to climb to the summit om or not, we hoadoed for it anyway hecausa

61l directly up the glscier in magnificent snd the ridge was an sasy way through
Thpg,
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as 5 before we ot to s foot of the ridge. Hans stars . chopping steps up the icy
. one by on3. I% wes olmost dorlk when we reached the top of the ridge end it started E‘

inge Ahcod we saw o smoll messy plateau. It wes Soo inviting to resist.
sday: en I owobo of 4, the temiwalls were sagging into our faces from the weight
prs goocte But at U a.m. I felt o ray of wmarmth, Within secomds, I was out of the
« (the ontranes was right over a 40 ft. cliff), shaking powder snow off me like & poodlae, | §
was alroody apt  The world around ws shome like diamonds. One by one the mountains |
d, In their now snowy robs, thoy seemed to rise vertically from the glacier bottom,
Grtzp (Ehe sleasper) cmerzed Irem the tent to see what ell the "ah's snd oh's" were
= ol he ezelalned: "Where olss but in the Chugach and the Himalayss can you find
gipntt ]
Povl end Frms ran up the snow covered ridge (we had 9 inches of it over night)
gt their first view of cur mountain. They came back with the news that we were on the
¢ ridgse The right one vms up the glacier. mother b miles at least, ¥Ve lost no time
ing Wp €oTn. First wo climbed hipgher up the ridge, then dropped down to the glacier,
new snow h;hl:l covered a1l but the lecgest crevasses, Bvery foot had to be probed with
ige 2. The late afternoon found us &t the foot of o steep ridge. It was almost
fizm wo fovnd tha idoel campsito for Camp IV at about 900(F elevation. While the r gt
gmts woid up I stnried the stoves. e had hordly gotten inte the tents whem the wind
locity dncronrod Even with all the hetches closed it would blow out the primuses, Every
minutes Gregg would prob the ctove, shield it with his body while I opened the |
simnel” Yo coood up more saow for wokes, Bach timo sn icy blast of snow would hit my
frre. It Tooll hours to cook suppos and mait snow for the morning, e fell asleep to the
patintcus rodr ol arclenches,

¥i Altlicugh we ctarted the stoves at 4. it took until 7:30 to pet resdy to leava.
o o VoOts 2 frozen Selid ond they hod to be thowed out before we could aven get inte
The stom uu"-s'-..r_d- 1t wao very prey and "i[r,h"l. gnow fell, We started up ‘.:.hs
kicking stegi, This 5 the samo route Bradford Jashburn took whem he climbed !
Bals er 21 yeors cpo- Washburi ond party were landed on the glacier by Bob Heeve B.J:ui

% 2z owp %o M0Lo00%, From thero, almost o month and meny storm leter,
neck Yoo wore now ottompting,

Waon going up the glecier the previcus day we had debated taking mnother more
tiroct ~ouSe thoo the ridge we werc now on. But the new snow was deeper the hipher we went
ed vz feczed that having to probe and plow overy step we took would teke too much time, i
% chese the ridpgs, though lenger, hoping it would be windblown. It wasa't, About 10 1}
¥eleek ths woathes cleared, but only for o while., We strapped on the crampons to climb
BTy %oop 1oy sleps (ebout 40 degress), Troversing the slope with nching anlkles (the
®y they wore bont) woe begon feeling the effects of nltitude, Two breaths for svery step.

Tbad o hosdachs, By moen we pot to the saddle on the north ridge ass. now ve were looking e
b the Failk LuJ_.;cI or. I% wus like being on top of the world, Hgpuntains were sticking out

o the clouds end 21l woara lows: than wo were. There were heavy black clouds belew us

i enother clevdloyer nbove uc, rometime the visibility would be only 1C0 fi, Wea

fotinucd o -~ mew in £ couthecstorly dircotion - using willowsnds to mark our trail

Wy 100 4. s froversed on the 2ofih side of tho ridpe in deep powder sancw, then welked
Umnd the seuth sice ond headed straight toward the iorth Peak. The snow was so desp

D placas that vary shep wan nn effori. Trery few minutes we stopped, penting. Finally,

Bon the ridge Lo tho Herth Peak wo wore hit by an iey blast of wind, Mithin minutes

TeEE's besrd wws frozon- Ppul was the first one on the peak and we shouted to him, "What \
E"_}’D’.: cray ® tut ho zoved silmtl,ﬁ. Hg crowded onto the narrow ridge that forms the peak <
%4 thers. tios miles south =nd ninc hund-ed fest higher was the main psak, barely

Meiblp ip the pray light snd drifiing clouds.

: TuTes whole miler of decp povwder gnow lay between us snd the south peak,
ft'-’n: sk T ju"‘" &7 hours of daylight left, Tomorrow is ancther day, we thought,
" fursad becl. fol lcru.nh the willowondc end our trail in the rising wind, It took much
ﬁ"f'; o mot dma the gtoap icgy slope. Pgul's crompons broke. In the last remaining
hl"—t;.‘:i: w2 relurood %o enmo, Tired and cold we slipped inte the sleseping bags. |
=
CErafzes T4 gnenrad 1ipht all morpings but at % a.m. the sun broke through, Thers could
E"'ﬂ* thoupht &l = ;L.::mng; to the peal, Pgul'py crompon was beyond repoir end Hens hod
-5" Lttch: a0, Tho slies were doep blus when woe climbed down the ridge in the aftor-
» Uneo boois aa the glacior we could soe Barous Bplor. The north penk stood out sharply.
'r : =1 gives its elevation as 12,2500, Tho main peak (13,175 ) is not visible
o tn.].'l PUINS awe _oae haos to be further down the glocier to ses it rise abowve the
Shean, Tho vle Hareus Bul-'lal Hpmtain is an elevated snow platoau of huge dimensions,
;“ iz whor: our b placicss ero made ond you con actually see it happen. Te the north
';1 fouth tho pletoou broaks cff o1 almosy 5000' high walls and the ioce hongs over the
ﬂ..;“" o onormouz pale blue chunlza. ©ll chopped up end ready to fall down. Thile on
l%kflncj'“ wo eould sso and hssr tho svalancher roar down the eliffs day snd night,
g brelr, ot ousr mountein. we begon feeling the satisfaction and we knew it had been
ML vorth while.

tg Tollowod our ovld tracks rather than search for a new route, even if it meent \
10 reundebout woy. Agoin wo ciimbed the rock ridge on the side of the glacier and 1
PRGN, oy ol 2 pao Locs relnohon,
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[~ari nizht on sur trip it smowed and almost every morping the sen ceoe out
apaifs At B w2 had eamp pocked and Yelayed each other down tha stocp slopa to the
Jagior cnd headsd struipht o the foot of ilount Sehnaps, roped in two end two, of COuUrse,.
mith luchk and Hane' " gocd nose” wa aveided the mezs of crevagses thalt haod previously
gaken 3 houra of our time. Mg were woy bolew our Cpmp IT aito and hod travelled on the
top moruine for sovernl miles befora we "drepped dedd" and pltehed the tents.

sstirdays The last dayl 1% didn' © matter if slesping bags were damp from condensation,
swee thourh we had sllowed only 11 1bs, of food per men per day, we still had scme to
gpare, 5O WO chuso tho tidbits: checsa, paln=i ond choecolate to take back cut, The day
ey bosutiful, W eould see how the hille had changed color while wo were gome, ond
pow the snow line had dropped, But for the hurting fest and shoulders the day would
puve boon porfact, e orozsed the river abeut & in the afternoon, 'Tg hed walked end
sligbad ot lesst 80 miles en iss snd snow, With the heavy pecks it was no picnies

nt Lb was grest, And whers, really, would you find such sights ond scenery it in

the Himaloyos and the Chupach?
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