BOUNTAINEERING CLUB OF ALASHA

GITOR SCREE SECRETARY

yrs, Gwynneth ¥Wilsan, Mrs. Helga Bading
l 1215 = Bth Awvenue, ¢/o Jonas Bros,

pehoroge, fleska T00 Fifth Avenue

phonst- 2BL53 Anchorage, Aloska

' Phone:- TTBZEZ

e

Yol, 1, Wo. 10 52,00 per year July, 1859

—

\GETTHG, AUGIST 3, 1959

The neéxt mesting of the Mountaineering Club of Aleske will be on Henday, August
srd 0% 8 pum. in the Yilleow Park Recreotion Hall, locoted at 9th and Fairbanks Streets.
yembers Bre asked to consider whether the first Monday of the menth iz the best day
ror MCA meetings. Eelth Hart will show color slides,

(LIMBING SCEEDULE
Bold Mountein: Johnny Jghnston, home ph. 54016, Aupust @nd, 1853
All persons wanting to make this trip contact
Johnny (54016 or T0251) by Friday, July 3lst.
You'll need & lunch, sweater end wind parks, ice ax will
be handy, but not necessery. We'll need & d4=wheel drive Jjeop.

LY
Mountain behind O'Malley Road: q\al "1‘ CAer 7 August 9th, 1959

a3y
Hock Climbing in Talkeetnas: Rod Wilson, home ph, 26153 August 16th, 1959

Tehneta Pass; Dusne luedtke, bus. ph. 45101 August 23rd, 1959

L THE VALDEZ GLACIER EXPEDITION by Charles Warren.

The DC-3 taxied to the end of the main runway at Anchorages International Airport
iod after a brief engine warm-up Cordove Airlines' 10 e.m. flight was on its way %o the
F coastal towvm of Vgldez, On boerd this sircreft were three men starting summer vacations «mse
wiich had beern many months in the planning. Their intentions snd anticipations were as
big as the mountains over which ther wers now flying, for it was to such challenging
Bmntains as these they were hesded. The Valdez Glacier Expedition was underwsy,.

. The perscns flying to Vgldez were Dr. Lawrence Nielesen of North Wiltrahsm, Hass,,
e expedition's leader on his sixth trip to Alasks for the purpose of mountain climbing
ied for glacier research; Ralph Morren of Albuguerque, W,M,.; snd myself from Elmendorf
fﬁ- The fourth member of the party was now in Valdez after hitch-hiking up from Harvard
‘niversity from which he had just graduated. He was Boyd Bverett of Winnetksa, Ill..

The purpose of the expedition wes twofold: first to olimb a few of the peakes
fround the Veldez Glacier which so far have remained unclimbed, and second to retrace the
dstoric route the gold miners used in crossing the Valdez and Klutine glaciers which
fres 1898 o 1900 was the only means of emtry to Alaska's interior goldfields from the
pary of Valdez.

Thie 15th day of June wes bright and warm. We immedistely purchased our food

Pply and & bit of equipment, Since we would be flown to the higher portion of the
tlecier and the heavy back-packing would be generally downhill, we did not limit our
Milonz ¢o dehydrated end lightweight foods, Cgnned regetables, maats and fruits were
i’f’?Eﬂd welocme treats ot the main cemps eafter o day or more on o side trip or & summit
“4mb, A corrugated aluminum roofing sheet, 2' x 6! wes improvised inte a sled by which
™ would transport our food and equipment while sbove the snow-line. We plamed to be
™ the ige for about 2 weslks, Two tents were used, The "Logen" wes pure comfort comparasd
ta ﬂlﬁ‘&ping in Larry's small, two-mm Germean tent. Two primus stoves and five gallome of
LEtaline proved ©o be adequate but kept us very busy when snow had to be melted.

(n Jyne 18, our pilot, Layton Bemnett of Haines, arrived with his Super Cub,
Elplﬁf'.fint; a ski=-wheel landing gear. Early the noxt morning he started to shuttle the
Wr of us plus equpment to the pass between the Velder and Klutine glaciers. Ve
*3tablished eamp at 5,000 f't. nearly 20 miles up the glacier. The sun was bright and
™Y warm so we pitched a tent and rested until ewening. By then the snow had formed
a, Crust which made sledding feasible. Before long we wera four miles and helfway up
upper arm of the Valdez glacier which ie about a mile wide in this area. e set up
EEEP I on mid-glacier between the mowntsin wolls, the pesks of which are about 2000' highs
e are the highest mountains in the immediate area. The north slopes were greatly
:2:213&1 ond smmewhat placiated while the south slopes have a goodly emount of exposed
Ll
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: Kext morning we started out on the longest, highast snd most difficult
gspant of the trip. GSnowshosing feouwr miles Tarther we came to the head of the
Yaldez and had & splendid view of the high mountains %o the wests On almost all of
gur roped elimbs we used two ropes and tied into them by a means which effectively
pade us into a single rope.

A= we moved off the snow covered placier snd cnte the mountain proper wa
guickly noticed the type of rock we would be dealing with - the seemingly inescapable
potten rook. Our route was, more or less, along o ridge which had s precipice on cne
size and an avalonche slops on the other. By 7 p.m, we were at the sumit eating
ghocolate and reisins while viewing the multitudes of mountainsg in all directione .
Larry had forgotten his altimeter when leaving the snowshoes and pack at the col,
but the elevatien here wos around 9,500 {4, Since some beleying was done on the
up=climb, we realized it would be B long, slow descemt. With enough of Alsska's
midnight sun we had no trouble olimbing down the rest of the night and at 7 a.m,
wo were back on the glacier and an hour later in ocur sleeping bags at cemp,

Wa mede enother first ascent from comp 2 end snother from bass camp, Oypr
seventh day on the ice was spent on 8 six mile trek down the Klutina Glacier, This
is & surprisingly "smooth" glacier, i.e. very little diffieulty encountered in
traveling as thers are few crevasses of significant size, Below ths snow line we found
sy relics left by the prospectors of 158 such es old snow shoes, showvsls, parts
of mowshosa, tents, ete. We alsc found meny more such relics below the pass on
the Valdez where the miners stoyed in small tent towns to rest before and after
teking their sleds, laden with supplies, over the pass.

Where the second branch glacier meets the Vplder we established Comp IV
and from here made s round-about but successful climb of a 6800 peal, Since our
sxpedition was so far from help we didn't dare teke uncolled risks . Towards the end
of our trip we succeeded in getting to the old Egmsay-Rutherford geld mine. Before
the 1930' & the mine wae supplied by horses which sledded end packed loads up the
glecier, then fellowed a treil slong thes mountainside for several miles to the mine.
In 1928 they disceontinusd use of the pack-horses end had supplies {lown id as the
ice level had dropped so far that it left the rock slopes much too steep for the
horses. Wa kmew, from talking to a past owner of the mine and 8 pionser of the ares,
that the ice met the horse trail at a horse stable, We loceted the remains of this
old building at sn altimeter reeding of 1,720 feet. The elevation of ths ice below
this point is mow 1,450 It,

Om Fridoy, July 3, we made the final march off the ice, two wesks exaotly
sinee we wers flown up. The weathor had been exocellent which is unusual for the
Chugach Mgunteins. The expedition was a success and its members thoroughly enjoyed
ite larry Nielsen is mow writing & story deseribing owr sdventure in greaten detail
which he hopes will be sccepted by & leading magazine. Thers are many pesks in this
eren, although not high by Alasken stenderds, which offer a tremendous challenpge
to eny mountaineer,

RAVEN PEAKS by Red Wilson

Three 6,000 ft. peaks &t the hsad of Reven Glacier near Girdwood were
climbed by & group led by Paul Cpews on Jyne 28, 1558,

Seven of the party, Paul, Paul, Jr. amd Dyvid Crews, Jackie Cote, Lois
Fillardy Helga Bpding snd Joe Hill comped at the Girdwood Mine the previcus night
and were joined early next morning (in time for breskfast) by Joe and Norm Fichler,
Wiyne Rhoades and Rod Wilson,

From the mine the Seward-0ld Enik Mail Trail was followed for a short

distence and then abandeonsd to cross a ridge to Raven Glacier. We roped up and
Proceeded without crampons on the snow covered glacisr to the upper wesbtern cornmer
of the pleeler. A+ this point Jackie (bte decided to cool her heels en the placier and
fike friends with a curious goat while the others, led by Helge @nd Pgul, kicked their
Wi up a long steep snow slope to the first of 3 peaks, where & calrn bailt by

g Motg snd Mat Hitsch o woel before wae found, We then traversed eastward on a ridge |
L & socond snowy summit whore & smell cairn wes built, Then down into n pass between
Baven Glacior and the huge Eggle River Glacier arca and up a rocky ridge to the |
Bastormost and hipghest {we thinl) of the Roven Pamks where a lar-e cairn was
Blmirably constructed by the enerpgetie Crews boys to house a club register can.

A leng glissmde followsd by & descent down & steep slcope on 4 ropes end-to-end
(to aveid felling into & crevasse at the bottom) brought us wrain to the glacier
nd Jackie, Then back to the mine, weary after 12 hours of walling, but pleased with
*he fine weather, good company, bnd the superb views of the Chugach,
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GURVEY FOR CLUB CABIN by John H. Johnston

Parsonnel: Jon Gardey, Dusne Lyedike, Jeoe Hill, Jphn Johnsten
Leave Parking Lot 7.30 p.m., July Bth = arrive parking lot 11 p.m. July 8th, 1959

Walked up and down Byron Stresm. Determined best place to cross was near
Portege Lake, Followed Lake shore and moraine around to point just before where centar-
line of ridge joins lake, At this point we struck up through brush for about 200 feet and
gtarted up feirly stoep hill. After about 100 feet of this, the hill becaema stesp enough
to require climbing with handholes. We searched several localities for safe end sasy
passss through this area, but found none. Another pess ebout 300 feet farther around the
leke shore was surveysd from a distance but not approached.

The entire aresa consists of rock covered with moss end alders, Many boulders offer
steep climbing faces of 15 to 20 f't. high., All holds slope down end Bre moss covered.
fock is extremely slippery when wet. In the ares we attempted, there is almost a so0lid
ring of those high boulders at about 1000 ft. level. The rain and darkness made looking
useless so we came off and started down at about 10:15 p.m.

S0 far, we can recommend that the trail start at the Lake Lodge end follow the
moraine &nd lake shore as far as possible. From there, it appears that extended dynemite
work is necassary to make a trail of the easy hiking type. Further reconneissance is
required to determine the smount end appropriatemess of this.

Will also recommend that the next trip be made so & full day can be utilized.
Take waders or extra pants, sghoes and socks. TWould also say that a rope would be
useful in o place or two and a definite advantage in coming down =-= also sling line
&5 all the alders slope down and out.

. BASHFUL FBAK (BOSO ft., July 17th to 19th) by Helgs Bading,

"I think you're nuts" was our pilet's remark as he climbed into the plane snd roardd
eway. We wholeheertedly egreed. The weather was lousy, the forecsst evem worse, Heavy
¢louds threatened to break losse any minute,

It was B p.m. Friday when we pot under way at the south end of Ekluima Lske to
hike up the valley (no name) towards Bashful, This peak has been on my list for more
than a.year. Jerry Nelson used to go up that valley in en gttempt to reach thes pesk
believed to be the highest this side of Leke George., He called it "Bashful" as it hides
behind snother tall mountain.

Wa were five —- Psul Crews, Jgohnny Johnston, Rod Wilson, Gregg Erickson and me.
Iwo hours fast march along and through the cresk and alderbrush tock us to the foot of
the mountain. It also took the skin off our tows as we had to wear tennis shoes to wade
the water, It was dark when we bullt cemp and hit the sack.

Saturday at & B.m. was reveille. Miraculously it had not rained. Bashful was very
bashful under & cloud, Above us a steep slope was coversd with luscious alderbrush, Two
beautiful weterfells ~ side by side = tumbled down the rocks. At 5.30 am we shouldersd
the packs and headed up that slope, Two hours later re reached & high walley basin nerth
of the mountain, In the middle of this "rubble" we dumped camp snd by 8:30 were ready
%o start the "assucult." It was still cloudy but off and on we could see part of the
tidge leading towards the peak. At least we hoped it did. Climbing was pleasant end when
%e reached the west ridge of ths mountain we were 5000' high, We kept track of our
rogress by Jolnny's altimeter.

To our left (north) we saw Bold Mountain appearing as the clouds slowly moved
Gray, To the south we saw another high mountein snd a tremendous honging glacier, It
ippeared quite hiph ... itz pesk hidden by clouds so we couldn't tell ... but we hoped
it wouldn't be higher thaon Beshful., Rod fittingly called it "Baleful", so that's how
it'11 be known from now on. We pregressed well up the west ridge in new snow and rotten
Tocks, When we reached a stesp, snow filled gully we roped up. I deshed ehead but found
I couldn't 1ift my leps ofer the piles of looee mmow. Peul and Johlnny could, though,
Bod, Gregg and I skirted the gully to our left end presently found ourselves crawling
:ﬁ ice-govered rock, storing straight dewn to our camp on the moraine ... & drop of

it

Vie resched the top of scmething in ths fog. Was it the peak? The altimeter said
Bo, Suddenly it cleared and above us rose the peak of Bashful goergeously oktlined apgainst
blug skies. We climbed on. At 3:30 pu we reached the pesk. It is about the size of o
Pencake, The five of us barely fitted. Altimeter reading: 8050 ft. We found neither a
teirn nor beer cans, 50 We are sure we con cleim & "First" on this one, By now the clouds

1 moved entirely end we enjoyed a tremendous view towards Mt, Marcus Beker, Witherspoon,

Goode, eto, We also hed a good lock at "01d Balsful", It appearsd to be lower, The map
Bays its BO20 ft. It was very cold and en ioy wind blew, With frozen glives we tuilt a
tairn (trying not 4o push each other off the peak) snd left a bright red rezister cam
Uith the data of the c¢limb in it.

Our descent to camp took %hmn"a. It hed been A& lenpg climb and we began to
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1d soup. The evening was perfect ... calm and clear and still. We saw numerous
1 the praossy slopes,
lay morning we basked in sunshine, heppy mbout the perfect climb., At 11 we

off' the moraine, We sat in the [lower dotted meadows snd studied the wvalley

up to o huge snowfield in the Bagle Glacier area, Im hot sunshine we walked to
2. Gpegg and Rod decided to walk it all the way. We other three stayed with the
o coateh the plame, and Jeohnny and I received & lesson on how to make a fire by ,
two oubcles together. It takes mbout an hour] I learned one lesson ... matches
ierful, And so is mountain climbing.
TEAMN

An organ’ zational meeting was held on July l4th, A telephoning pyramid was
shed, Training is held at the rocks every Thursday. All climbers interested
ited to contact Johimie Johnston. Eric Barnes has donated a new climbing | |
» the team. This rope is not to be wsed for practise. [}
MO
HOUSE MOURTAIN
Horm and Jos Pichler, Joe Hill and Hons Metz climbed that mountain behind Ipdian
I 13. Thoy feol a batter route could have been talken, os the bush wos
e climbers rated the trip as an easy one suitable for a hiker.

lone Hots, Mat and Forin Witsch, and Werner Hpnnhausser climbed two pesks in the
3 riea «» Swmnit (6500 £t.) and Goat (6003) epproximoteli a week before the |
tnescing Club scrled the three Raven peaks, The Dapily Times printed some excallent
Mot Hitsch of this olimb in tho June 23rd edition.

raphs oy

JIH NOTES

i_n'_}f_gn'i-a:r'c Op Juwae 13th, four membars of the Mt., McKinley Sputh Face Expedition {
che summit. The iinal ¢limb wes made from & cemp esteblished st 16,800 feet on the |
af tne south fane; This camp was the eighth in & seris set up in 12 days from the '
ft. level of Kghiltme Glacier. The members of the party felt that the unparalleldd B
woether of the first days of the expedition made -.. possible the difficult rock and ild 118
limk of the 10,000 ft, south face, The route required 4000 ft, of fixed rope. Becausse Tt
1 weather ofter the return from the summit, the group traversed off the south fmoes - h

the west buttress at 16,000 ft and descended by that route, The party included: H

Corbet of Jacksen, Wyo; Pete Sinclair, Werfolk, Conn; Jacke Breitenbach, Ssattle, ’ i

{leader) and Bill Buckinghsm, Jackson, Wyo.

OO Seven olimbers (Jyles Bichorn; Dy. Horton Bemner, Richard KEpuffmen; - all ‘
Tof Hilluborough, Calif; Williem Blenchard, Bishop, Colif; Clarence LeBell,

dy. Moss; end Dovid Bohn, Portland, Ore,) led by Major Williem Hackett of Ft, s
@y Va. asornded Mount Logan (19,880 ft.) in Juns, The perty wos landed on Quintine 5 I
& Glaeier at the 90CD ft. level and started up the mountain on Jusne 11, It established I
1 comps cleng the route to the summit. The climbers tested several items of cold |
wr souipmens for the Army in temperatures which reanged from 20 to 30 degress below
et the summit. lloclkcett and Blancherd climbed both pesks of the mountain which are
100 feet different in elevation, This was the fourth successful ascent of Mpunt

"
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Moont Griggo: The United States Board on Geographic Names has changed the neme

ho Bighest pesk in the Ketmei section of the Aleutisn Hange from Knife Peak to
fwegs, The 7600 f4t. mountain will honor Dr. Robert F. Griggs, professor of 1

oy &t the Upivercity of Pittsburgh. Dr. Griggs started an exhaustive survey of the

&i Nationonl Monument country in 1951 leading six National Geographic Society

ditiens inte the ares,

t Grizes

't ali. Glad we maneged to crowd it all on four pages. With so much elimbing
oy oga, maybe we'll heve to print SCREE more oltenft!l

2 you at the meoting on August 3rd. Bring some cockies along and we'll brew some
flee to g with them,




