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'l'hc n6xt ::teeting of tho Mount&incering Club of Ala ske. >rill be on Nondo.y, August 
Srd o.~ 8 p.m .. in the l'.tillow Park Recrea.tion Hall, loco.ted at 9th Md FairOO.ni.:s Streets. 
)!oberG o.re o.:l.ked to consider whether the first 1{0 nday of the month is the best day 
~0:- t.tC.~ r:eetings. Keith iio.rt \'till show color slides. 

CUJ,!BniG SCP.ED ULE 

Bold t<otmt8ino Johnny Johnston, homo ph. 54016, Auguot Znd, 1959 
All persons wanting to mnko this trip contact 
Johnoy (M016 or 70251) by Friday , July 31st, 
You•ll need a l\U"'ch, S\teater and wind parka, ice ax will 
be handy, but not neoeGsar,y. We'll neod a 4-wbeel drivG jeep. 

ldountain behind o•llalloy Road, ~.t~i- ~}\~~7] August 9th, 1959 

'\-')._ ~ 3 tf 
Rock Cli~bing in T~lkoetoo.G: Rod Uilson~ home ph. 26153 August 16th~ 1959 

Duane Luedtke~ bu~. ph. 45101 August 23rd, 1959 

W VAIDE2 GLACIER ElJ'liDl'l'IOll by Charles 11orron. 

The OC- 3 taxied to the end of tho main rum1ny at Anehorago International Airport 
&o:~d aftor a brief eng.ino l'ltlrtn- up Cot'dova Airline~' 10 a.m. flight was on its \to.y to the 
C<l~,n.al to,·m of Valdez. On boo.rd thiD aircraft were three men starting sumJOOr va.co.tions .v'k~ 
whlcb hod bae.n oo.ny months i.n the planning . Thoir intantions e.nd anticipe.tions t"lere e.s 
bi& a$ tho moWltO.ins over which the.Y ware now flying, for it we.s to such cl'.allenging 
lOunta.ins o.s these they Trere beaded. The Vu.ldaz Glacier E.xpedition wAs unden-.ay. 

The poraons nying to Valdez were Dr. Lawrence Nielsen of N0 rth Wilbraham~ U9.s&.~ 
the e:-:p.cdition1 s lea.dar on his sixth trip to Alaska for the pu.rpoGe of mountain climbing 
a&d/or glacier r esearch; Ro.lph lfo.rron of Albuquerqu.e~ U . 16.: and myself from Elmenctor f 
trs. fhe fo\lrth roecber of the party was now in Valde' atter hitch-hiking: up fr om Harvard 
Gaiversity from which he had just gradu,at.ed. Re onas Boyd Ever ett of Winnetka., Ill • . 

The puypose of the expedition was ~'lOfold: first to olirnb a !'e-rr or the poake 
trc~~d the Valdez Glacier which so !'ar have rem.nined unclimbed~ and second to retrnce the 
~atoric rout& the gold miners used in crossing the Valde~ and Klutina glaGier8 which 
fr(Q 1898 to 1900 "N&.S the only ae.a.ns of' entry to Alo.ska's intorior goldfields trom the 
port of Vo.ldez.. 

'i'hi • 15th day of J one woo bright and worm. We ilrmediotoly purcba sed our rood 
"'Pply ond a bit of equipment. Since we would be flOI'Ill to the higher portion of the 
tl~eier and the hO"-V'Y back- packing, would be generally do,·lnhill., vte did not limit our 
~a·ttoh.s to dehydrated tmd lightweight food~. Cannod vcgotablos, molltS o.nd frui t s were 
~eOd. welcome treats at tho main cat'l.p5 aftor o. day or mor e on a s id& trip or a. wmmit 
~~:tb. A corr~o.ted alu."'Xinwn. roofing t:heet~ 2' x 6 1 wa~ improvi$cd into a sled by which 
- 'rf~uld tron5port our food and equipoent while abovo the sno'fl- line.. l'te plCinned to bo 
((1 the ice for about 2 v;eelts. 'l'wo tents ware used . The nLogon" was pure comfort compared 
to t.:le~ping in L!n·ro; •s small , ~ro-man German tent. Two primus stoves and i"iva g:o.llons of 
ta.tolinc pr oved to be ada(!uate b'>.tt kept us very bluy l".'hen snow had to 'be oett cd. 

Cn June 18~ our pilot, Layton Bonnett of Ilninas~ nrrived. vtith hit Su.por Cub, 
~lo:rinr; a sY..i- whool lAnding gear. ~o.rly the noxt morning he sto.r tod to shuttle t."'u) 
~U!' of uo plus cqupmcmt to th~ pass bot'rteen the Velder. and Klu.tina glae!orr; . l1e 

• 3t.blit:hod camp at 5~000 ft. ncnrly 20 milos up tho ~;lo.cier. Tho sun was brir)\t o.r.d 
"'9!)' v:arm so ·ue pitched a -tent tL"ld reGtod until evening. By then the sno'" had formed 
~r~.t:;t which mndo s lodding foo.sibl e. Before long we w&ra £'our mil oG And holfw~y up 
Citt; 1.1pper arm of' tho Vo.ldcz. gla.eier which is about a rnile wido in thi$ a r oa.. no stlt up 
~pI on mid-glacier between the mountain T.olls, the pcokG of which arc obout 90001 high. 

roe e.re the highest mountains in the iui'J'Iedie.tc area. T'ha north slopes wore greatly 
Corniced o.nd sxunewhnt r;laci nted while the couth slopea hnve A goodly Qlllount or exposed 
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Next mornin~ we cta.rted out on the long&st ., highgst o.nd most difficult 
ascent of the trip. Sno\'tahoeing four miles farther we came to the hco.d of th& 
y(l).dez and had e. splendid view of the high mountains to the west. On almost o.ll or 
ou.r roped climbs we u:;od t>.vo ropes and t ied into them by a m&anc vthich effectively 
;ntldO us into a singlo rope. 

33 

As we moved off the snow covered glacier ond onto the mountain proper we 
quickly noticad t he typo of rook we Tlould be dealing with- the seemingly inescapable 
rotten rook. our r outG ~o.s, more or less, along 11 ridge l'lhich had a precipice on one 
sit& and c.n avalAnche slope on the other. By 7 p.m. "110 were at the S\U'l'Ol)it eating 
chocolate tmd raisins while viewing the mu.ltitude ot mountnins in all directions • 
Lo.rry had forgotten hi$ altimeter YJhen leaving the snowshoQ;S o.nd po..ck at th<1 ool, 
but the <~l&~ntion h<~re wns around 9,500 ft. Since Game belaying was dona on the 
up-climb, we realized it would be o. long, slow descent. With enough or Alaska's 
midnight sun we had no troubl e olimbing: do'm the rest of the night and at 7 a.m. 
we were back: on the glacier and o.n hour later in our sleeping bags t'lt camp. 

We l!".ade o.nother first ascent from camp 2 and another from bo.se cornp. Our 
seventh day on the ico 7Jtl.S spent on a 8ix mil& trek do7m. the K-lutino. Glo.cier. This 
is a surprisingly "smooth" glacier., i .. e. very little difi'iculty encountered in 
traveling as there are !'e\Y orevnsses of significant size. Below the snO\'\" line >If& found 
r,!tr'.y r elics le.i't by ti"'..e prospectors of 1 96 cueh o.s old snovr shoes , shovels, p.l\.rts 
of snowshoes,. tents , etc .. We Qlsc found roe.ny more such relics belo•r. tho pas~ on 
the \taldez ·.~here the miners sto.yt;;d in smal l tent towns to rest bat"'ore o.nd o.ftcr 
"V~ir,g their sleds, laden ·with supplie-s, over the p ass. 

vrnere the second branch glacier meet ::; the 'lnldez we established Co.mp rv 
t\.>;d fro:n hore made a round-about but succe:a1'ul climb of a 6900' peak. Since our 
expedition -no.s so for from holp we didn ' t do.re to.ke uncolled risks • Towards t he end 
ot our tri p w~ succeeded in gett ing t o the old RO)llsay-Rutherfor4 gold mino. Befor6 
the 193o1 $ the rnino was supplied by horses 1'1hi.ch sl edded ond packed loads up the 
~lacier, then followed a trail along, the mount.ain~ide for several miles t o the mina. 
In 1928 they discontinued use of the pack-horses ond had supplie~;: flo,•m ili a.s the 
ice leYel had dropped so far that it lett thG rock e lopes much too steep for tho 
horses. VIe knew, from talking to a past ovmer of th& t:)in.e end a pioneer ot the area, 
that the ice met the horse t rail a.t a horse stable. We located the remains of this 
old bui l din& at an a l timeter reading of 1,720 feet .. The elevation or t he ica bolaw 
this point is now 1,430 rt .. 

On Frido.y, July 5, we rnade tho final m.aroh off the ice, two weeks e)Caotly 
sinoe v:e were f lO\\'Il up. 1'he weo.thor had 'been excellent which is u.nusunl l'or the 
Chugach t<0 untains .. 'l'he expedition wns a. succeGs tmd its members thoroughly enjoyed 
it, Larry liielsen is now ,.;riting e. story describing our adventure in gr eaten d&tail 
'tr:hich he hopes will be. a.ceeptad by a l eading magazine . There are mo.ny peDJcs in thie 
area, although not high by Alat:kan stnndo.rds., ,.,hioh offer a tremendous challenge 
to any mountAineer. 

by .ROd llilaon 

Three 6.,000 f"t. peaks at the head of' Raven Gl acier near GirdVIood vtere 
elimbed by a group l ed by Paul Crews on June 28, 1959. 

Seven of the party, Paul ,. Paul, J r. and David CreTts., Jack16 Cot-o. Lois 
f.'"ille.rdr. Helga Bading and Joe Hill comped at the Girdwood lJ.ina the previous night. 
&..'ld were joined ear l y next morning. (in ti.ma tor 'brefikfaat) by Joe and llorm Pichler, 
Wayne R hoadea and Rod Wilson .. 

From the mine the Seward-Old Knik Mail Trail wa.s follOTred for a short 
CUstance o.nd then abAndoned to cross a ridge t o Raven Glacier. We roped up and 
Procoeded without orsropons on the sno\v oovered gl acier to t he upper 'l'fefrt:ern corner 
ot the gl acier. At this point Jackie Cbie decided t o cool her hoel s on the ~;lacior end 
tullco friend& wi tb o. curious goat -while the others, led by Hel ga o:nd Paul, kicked their 
way up o. l ong Gteep snov! slope to the first oi' 3 peo.ks, where o. oa.irn built by 
fi!Qla Motz tlnd J.lo.t liitCch a. wook bei'oro wo.a found. We then t.-raversecl oo.sb.<mrd on a ridga 
to a soeond snOl'(f swrunit whore a cmall ~irn was built. Than dovm itlto a pass between 
Ra~tcn Glaoior o.nd tho huge Eo.gle River Glacier a roa. !1-nd up a roek:y ridge t o thl) 
ea.stf)rrnost Md highest (vro think) of the Ro.ven Peaks where a lo.r.:-e cairn vras 
adJai.rably oon~t:ruetGd by· tha <~nergctio CreVTs boys to houee a club register can. 

( 
A long glissade followed by e. descent down a steep dope on 4· ropes end- to- end 

to avoid falling into a crevasGe e.t the bottom} brour,ht us u.~A.in to the glc.cier 
0..1'td. J ackie. Theu. back t o the m.inc, weary o.fter 12 hours of walking, but pleo.sed l'lith 

1 

the fine \WHI.ther, good company~ o.nd the superb viewc of tho Chugach. 



'· 

- 3-

sUIIVE'l FOR CLUB CABI!I by John H. J.,h.~ston 

Personnel : Jon Gardey, Duane Luedtke, Joe Bill, John Johnston 
Le o.ve Parking Lot 7. 30 p.m. , July 8th - arrive parking lot 11 p . m. July 6th, 1959 

'R'o.lkod up o.nd down Byron Stream. Determined best place to cross ·wo.s neo.r 
p0r tago La...~o. Followed take s hor e and m.ornine around to point just before wher e centor­
li:n& of rid~;;,c j oins lake . At this point \'tO struck up through brush for about 200 feet and 
started up fc.irly stoep hill. After about 100 feet of this1 the hill became steep enough 
to requir o climbing \ri.th hand.holes . We searched several l ocalities for sa.t'e and easy 
gcsses through this o:rea~ but f'ound none . Another pass &.bout 300 feet ft:Lrther e.roun.d the 
ieke shore was surveyed from o. distnnce but not approached . 

'l'he entire &rea ooneists of rock covered with moss e.nd alders . ).tany boulder s offer 
~ep climbing f aces of 15 to 20 rt. high. All holds slope down and are ~oss covered. 
ilo-ek is extremely slippery \'then wet. I n t he o.roo. wo att.omptod, thare ia almost a solid 
rin~ of those high boulders o.t o.bout 1000 ft. level. Tha rain and darkness mo.de looking 
useless so we came off' tmd started down o.t n.bout 10:15 p. m. 

So far, we can rooocunend thtl.t tho tro.il st.o.rt at t he Lake Lodto and fol low tho 
~o.ino and lako shor & as far o.s possible. From t here, i t appeO.r $ that extended dyn~ite 
work i s necesso.ry to make a t r ail or the easy hiking type. Further reconnai s sance is 
required to d e"t.Grmi.ne the G!Jlount and appropriateness of this. 

1.l1ill also reco..."11!1end that the next trip ·oo made so a fUll day oan be utilized. 
TaT.o waders or oxt ra pants~ shoes and 3ocks. Would also say that a rope would be 

u.seful in o. place or two and a definite advantage in comins dcnm - - - o.lso sling lino 
t.!l &11 the aldct-s slope <io'"ll and out • 

. BASHl'UL PBAK (8050 ft., JulY 17th to 19th) by Helga ilading. 

"I think you're nutsn was our pilot's r emar k as h~ climbed into the plane and roar4d 
any. TI'e wholeheartedly agreed. The vJoo.thcr l'taS lousy., the forecast evan worse. Heavy 
¢louds threatened to break l oose any minute. 

lt WO.!; 8 p .m. Fr i day ,.;hon we got W'tder way at tho Gouth and of Ek:lll'l:na Lake to 
hike up tho valley (no name) towards Sash1'ul. This peak has been on my list for more 
than a.year. Jerry Nalson used to go up that valley i n an ptt.empt to r each the peak 
believed to bo t he highest this side of Lake George. He called i t 1'Bashl'ul" As it hides 
~hind Dnothcr tall moWlte.in. 

We we.re i'ive -- Paul Cr ews., JohnnY Johnston. Rod Wile:on# Gregg E:ricJcson and me. 
two hours .Cast march along and tl'>.rough the creek and alder bru$h took us to t he toot ot 
the mountain. It also took the skin off our tows as we had to wear tennis shoes to wo.de 
the water. I t ·nas dark when Tte built camp and hit the s e.ck. 

Saturday at 4 a_m. was r eveille . Wiraculously i t had not rained. Bashful was ~ar,y 
bo.shtul under a c lou.do Above us: n steep slope wa$ covered. with luscious alder brush. Two 
beautiful t1aterfalls - side by s ide - tumbled down the rooks . At 5. 30 am 'rte shouldered 
the packs and headed up th&t slope. T~ hours later re reached a higb vall ey basin north 
of the mountain. In the middle of this " rubble" we dumped cup and by 8 : 30 were r eady 
to start the 11 asS\.t.ult. '' It was still c loudy but off and on we cot.Ud see part of the 
ridge leading towar ds the peak. At least we hoped it did. Climbing was pleasant end when 
•::e r eachad the wast ridge of the mountain we wer e 5000' high. \'l'e kept track of our 
~rogrcss by Johnny' s altimeter. 

'l'o our left (north) we saw Bold t.fovntain appearing as the clouds slowly moved 
&:tro.y. To the south we saw another high mountain and a t r emendous ho.nging glo.cier. It 
IJ>?ee.red quite high • •• its peak hidden by clouds so ,,.e couldn 1 t tell ••• but we hoped 
it \·:'luldn't be higher thlll'l Bnsh!Ul. Rod f'ittingly called it ,,Baleful" • so that's how 
it'll be known f r om now on. We progressed well up the west ridge in new snow and r otten 
rocks. 'ffllen we r eached o. steep, snow f illed gully we ropod up. I dasbod e.hot\d but found 
I coul dn't lift"'¥ leto oi'er tho piloo of looso onort. Paul ond Johnny could , though. 
Rod., Gregg e.n..l I &kirted tho &ully to our left o.nd precently found ourselves crawling 
~er ice- covered rock, staring straight down to our oamp on the moraine ••• a drop of 
~ rt. 

Tie reached the top of something i n the fog. 'lias it tho peak? The &.1 timoter said 
~o . Suddenly it clo~red dnd above uc r os o t ho ponk of Bachful gor goou&l y ottlin ed ngainst 
blue skies. We climbed on. At 3 : 30 pm we reached the -peak. It is about th& ai zo o f a 
Plnco.ke. The five of us barely fitted. Altimeter readinga 8050 rt. We found neither a 
04irn nor beer co.ns, so we are sure we con clail!l a "First" on this one. By now thil clouds 
had moved entirely and we enjoyod n t r emendouc view towards ut. Warcua Baker, Wither spoon, 
Good_e, eto. 't!c o.lso had o. good l ook at "Old Baleful". It appeared to be l ow&r. The map 
••ys its 8020 f t . It was very cold and an icy wind blow. With fro ten gliveo we buil t & 
t a.i rn (trying not to push eaeh other off the peale) ond loft o. br-ight rod ro;ister can 
,,i th t he data of the climb in it. 

Our descent to camp took 4?r hours~ It ha.d been a l ong climb and we begar. to 
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1d so~p .. th1 avenine; was p&r.Cect • •• calm and clear and etill. VIe saw numerouc 
1 t ho c r::~.a$y elope$., 
l::ty morning ""·'e b::~.skod in sunshine,. happy about the perfect c limb. At 11 we 
off "'.;he mo1·aine(' ll'e s:1t in the flower dottod meadows o.nd :studied tha valley 
up to o huge snowfield in the Bdgle Glacier area. In hot sunshine we wAlked to 

o.. Gl:·eg& and Rod decided to walk it all the \Tay. Wo other three stayed with thG 
o c.:.tch tho plano, and Johnny ar.d I received o. lesson on how to make a firt~ by 
t-';'0 :~!leks ·~ogethar .. I t takes about an hourt I learned one le#&on ••• ma.t ches 

.i¢r1'Ul .. And 3 0 is mountain climbing. 
~s· • ·-- . 
TiWA 

An organ:'.za·i.:ionc.l meeting w;:~.s held on July 14th. A telephoning pyramid \tas 
shod. 7:-o..ining is held at the r ocks every Thursday. All climbe.rs interested 
'itod t o contact Johbni<!l .Tohnston. Eric Bo.rnes hal'i dona.ted a new climbing 
l the tao.m. 1'hio rope i s not t.o be used for practil'ie. 
INOII'otJ 
HOUSE iMOUilTAIN 

l!()l·m ru::.Q Joe Pichlal·.- Joe Hill a.nd Ho.ns Jdetz. climbed tho.t mounto.in behind Indian 
m Ju.l)· ~.Sl:l Th.:y l'col o. 'b3~ter route could have b6Gn truc-en., QG thao buzh was 
,¢0 'l'!:.er.E cli.mbllrs rated the trip as .n easy one suitable for a hiker . 

~:R"~~A 
llc.ns Uct:: .. Mo't: and Ko.rin Nitsch., and Werner Ko..nnhAussar climbed t\:.'0 pen.ko in the 
'~ ne> . . S~:;m t ( 6500 ft.) nnd Go~t ( 0003) o.pproximotol ;j: a week bel' oro the 
i no<" .. ~·in.l Club sc~lcd tho three Ro.vcn poo.k.c . The Do.ily Time4 printed sooe exe~llent 
't:tph.c "Jy U:~.t iii tseh ot this climb in t ho J une 23rd edition. 

hKinlo;r. Cn Ju:.te lath., four memb Jrc of the Kt. McKinley South Face Expedition 
~st.t:ltiit~ .'l'h~ final climb wns me.de f:rom a, CMlp established at 16.,800 feet on the 
Jf t~~ oouth faceo This camp was t he eitbth in a aerie set up in 12 days £rom the 
~- l•vol of Kahiltn• ijlooior. The members of the portf felt that tho unparallol~ 
Kot.the"~· of the first de,ys of the expedi tion made .. .... possible tho di fficult rook o.nd 
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~b of tho lO, OCO f~) couth fnco. The route required ~00 ft. or fixed rope. Becausa 
:1 wcnth<!!'" c.rt~1· t h& r&tut-n f'rom th() su,·nmi t., the group traversed ott tho south face .. ~ 
tho mst buttrosG at 16.,000 tt and desconded by thnt route. The party included: 
Corbet of Jacl:scn., Wyo; Pete Sinclair, llorfolk, Conn; J.ac'ko Br&itonba.cb, Seattle, 
(loodor) and Bill Buokingbom, Jackson, Tcyo • 

.ogon~ Seven (l}iabo~·o (Jules Eichorn; Or. Nor ton Bonner , Richo.rd Ko.ufi'rn.an ; - all 
- O'rMillui>ot·ou&)\1 Cttlif; VUll i om Blanchard, Dithop, Colif; Clo.ronco LBB&ll, 
<ly, liMe; e.nd Devid Dobn, Portland , Oro.) lod by Major \TilliMl Hockott of l't. 
~~ va. a~o~nded Moun t Logo.n (19,850 ft.) in JUno. Tho ~arty wns landed on Quintina 
.o. Gl~oier ~t th~ St~O tt. levoi 6nd $tarted up the mountain on Juno 11. It ostablishad 
1 c::wtps c.lcng; the route to the summit. The <:1liobers tested severo.! ite:as of cold 
)Jr c:qtoipr..C':\·;; fo-: the A.rmy in temperatures which ranged from 20 to 30 degrees belO'\T 
rot tb: sur.::rai·t.e l!o.&cett o.nd Blo.nehe.rd climbGd both peak:; of the mountain which are 
100 fee \: differ<:nt in elovtl.t ion. Thic wns the fourth suecesstul ascent of Mount 

l, 

UO\~nt Gti.gga: 'The Vni ted States Board on Geographic N&rn.os has changed tho name 
ho hi~h13:st peok in the Katmai eoction of the Alautio.n Rang.e from Knif'e Peo.k to 
t G;:.$gt> . 'i'he 7600 tt. mountain will honor Or. Robert f . Grisgs, pr ofessor of 
O(;.V c.t the Univercity of Pittsburgh .. or. Griggs star ted an exhaustive survey of the 
.:U lh: ... .:oionr.l Nonuu~AUt coW'lt ry in 1951 leading six National Gaogrnphie Society 
Jd1t ion.s into the arer.. 

tt al£ .. GJ.a.r!. roc manar;ed to crowd it o.ll on four pages. Vlith ao much climbing 
~b c~. ma)·be "'e ' ll he.ve to print SCREE more often11 

~ you at tho meot.irtr; on August Srd., Bring some cooklos along and we'll brow totna 
ftec tc IP ,nth thom .. 

-


