
Peterson  Tape # 7 ,  Side  A 

(Uncerta in  of people t a l k i n g .  May have some l i s t e d  i n c o r r e c t l y )  

LHAEUE; ePlhIW4Te2Z , AWqCA F e e ,  1 qBo 
s e c t i o n  house loca ted  a t  Girdwood on highway. F i r s t  g r ave l  road 

passed t h e  t owns i t e  of Girdwood going t o  Anchorage. Up t h e  g r ave l  road,  t o o l  

shed on l e f t  and o ld  s e c t i o n  house on r i g h t .  

A. Sec t i on  house,  fed t h e  t r a i n  crew. 

S. Like a  mess h a l l ,  huh? 

C. Th is  was a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  camp he re?  

A .  Well, I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  was; I t h i n k  i t  was j u s t ,  w e l l  i t  could have been 

bu t  I don ' t  know but  when I came h e r e  i t  was a  c l o s i n g  s t a t i o n ,  kind of a  

yard because they  had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t h e  branched end t o  Whi t t i e r  and were 

using it so  t h i s  was kind of l i k e  a  t e rmina l  p o i n t .  

S. S tag ing  a r e a  l i k e ?  

C .  When d id  you come h e r e  Cha r l i e .  

C. Working on t h e  r a i l r o a d ?  

A. Yes. 

C. Was t h i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r o u t e  t h a t  w e  a r e  on now? 

A. R igh t .  

S. Has t he  bed changed t h a t  much over  t h e  y e a r s ?  Do you know i f  t h e r e  h a s  

been a  l o t  of s t r a i g h t e n i n g  t o  i t ?  



A. Well, n o t  a  l o t  but  we have had t o  r a i s e  i t  a  l o t  you know. 

C .  Because of t h e  ear thquake? 

A.  Yes, would'd be r i g h t  down i n  t he  mud h e r e  you know s o  a s  years  we 

keep r a i s i n g  i t  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  

T. Somehow t h i s  doesn ' t  even seem n a t u r a l .  

C.  One of t h e  laws of n a t u r e .  

S. A camper o r  something? 

A. Tha t ' s  a  r a i l  saw. Lots of fishermen come h e r e  and ca t ch  rainbows, 

d o l l e y ,  and with those  po les .  But t h e r e  was a  crew i n  

t h e r e  t h a t  were bu i ld ing  concre te  c u l v e r t s  and they b u i l t  24 inch  up t o  5 

f o o t  diameter  and they were used a l l  along t h e  r a i l r o a d  and r ep l ac ing  o ld  

wooden s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  were r o t t e n  ou t  and f i n a l l y  they got  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  

o r  saw i t  was more economical t o  buy corrugated metal p ipe  so  they  s t a r t e d  

buying those  and they shu t  t h i s  pipe making ope ra t i on  down. 

S. Pipe,  round, r e g u l a r ,  round conc re t e  p ipe ,  huh? 

A. Yes, j u s t  l i k e  t h e ,  j u s t  l i k e  d r a i n  t i l e  o r  you know. 

S. Like two f o o t  s t u f f  o r  

A. O r  t h e s e  were fou r  f o o t  d iameter ,  they were fou r  f o o t  long. 

S. Great b i g  s t u f f .  

A. O r  f i v e  f o o t  long o r  so f o r t h .  

T. There never was l i k e  a  roadhouse s i t e  o r  anything.  We don ' t  have any 

information a t  a l l  on Spencer. 



A. No, I don ' t  ever  remember being a  roadhouse t h e r e  o r  no t  even a  s e c t i o n  

house. 

T. Is t h i s ,  former water  s u p p l i e s  1919. 

S. What was t h e  s e c t i o n  house a c t u a l l y ,  j u s t  housed t h e  r a i l r o a d  crews. 

A. When I f i r s t  came h e r e  t h e r e  was a  s e c t i o n  foreman, u s u a l l y  h i s  wi fe  o r  

t h e  main occupants of t h e  house, she  cooked f o r  t h e  s e c t i o n  crew and they 

r a i s e d  anywhere from two e x t r a  men t o  fou r  e x t r a  men and sometimes i n  t h e  

b igger  ones l i k e  where t h e r e  were l o t s  of problems t h e r e  would be f i v e  o r  

s i x  men. But she  was t h e  cook and he  was t h e  s e c t i o n  foreman and t h e  

s e c t i o n  foreman and h i s  wife  u sua l ly  had a  bedroom and a  l ivingroom and 

then  t h e  k i t chen  was more o r  less t h e i r s  un l e s s  she  l e f t  t h e r e  sometimes. 

Prepared the  meals and fed  t h e  crew and she  worked seven days a  weeks 

i n  t h e s e  i s o l a t e d  p l aces  t h e s e  people appear  a l l  t h e  t ime s o  i t  

was a  r e a l  good job,  you know, man and wife  both making money. 

S. Did they ,  then t h e r e  was a  bunkhouse s e p a r a t e  o r  something f o r  t h e  people? 

A. Oh, sometimes t h e r e  were,  l i k e  when they had t h e  b i g  crews. There was an 

e x t r a  house o r  bunkhouse t h a t  a  l o t  of t h e  ca se s  l i k e  Kern, Girdwood, 

Ind ian ,  P o t t e r ,  they l i v e d  i n  t h e  house, t h e  same house. 

C .  Oh i s  t h a t  r i g h t ,  t h i s  is  a  permit  a r ea?  

S. A r e  t h e r e  r e a l l y  old-timers ye t  t h a t  know a l o t  about t h i s  s t r e t c h  of 

t r a i l ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d ?  

A. I was kind of l o c a t i n g  someone t h e  o t h e r  day t h a t  knew something about 

t he  Mat anus ka . There ' s  one guy t h e r e  i n  Anchorage t h a t  was 

working on t h a t  crew but  he  must be on vaca t ion  because I t r i e d  t h r e e  o r  

fou r  days t o  ge t  him a t  home you know. No one ever  answered t h e  t e l e -  

phone. 



A.  This i s  t h e  grave l  p i t .  

S. Where was t h e  s e c t i o n  house and such? 

A .  I don ' t  ever  remember t h e r e  ever  being a  s e c t i o n  house. 

S .  Oh, t h e ,  j u s t  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  s i t e  on ly ,  huh? 

T. Water supply and cons t ruc t ion  s i t e .  

C. When was t h i s  used, ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  It 's  been off  and on. It was r e a l l y  i n  use i n  1948 when I came he re .  It 

was t h e  main source  southend. 

S. Never had l i k e  a  s i t e  engineer  shed o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  huh? 

A. No, no t  r e a l l y .  They had shovels  and t h i n g s  f o r  loading c a r s .  I 

th ink  t h a t  t h e  fe l lows  t h a t  were working these ,  bu i ld ing  these  p ipe ,  they 

had o u t f i t  c a r s .  

S. Oh, I s e e .  J u s t  p u l l  o f f  and l i v e  i n  those .  Terry do you have any i d e a  

how they used t o ,  you know when they would come i n  of f  t h e  I d i t a r o d  how 

they made t h e  connect ion h e r e ,  would they j u s t  load every th ing  on t h e  

t r a i n  and go, o r  would they a c t u a l l y  run t h e  t r a c k .  

T. (Cannot understand most of what was s a i d . )  

S. J u s t  wondering i f  l i k e  they had c o r r a l s  o r  anything a t  t h e  o t h e r  end 

where they keep t h e  ho r se s ,  dog barns  o r  anything.  



A. Fellow t h a t  used t o  work on t h e  br idge  crew, name was J i m  Larson, he used 

t o  d r i v e  a  dog team on t h e  I d i t a r o d  back when he w a s  a  k id .  H e ' s  r e t i r e d  

and moved t o  Redding, C a l i f o r n i a ,  I don ' t  know, he  was p r e t t y  o ld .  They 

made him r e t i r e  a t  72 and t h a t  was 20 yea r s  ago s o  I imagine h e ' s  passed 

away by now. 

S. Saw t h e  Rainy Pass s e c t i o n .  

A. I don ' t  r e a l l y  remember where but  I ' l l  . 

S. b r idge .  You have t h e  made he re .  Is i t  loca ted  on t h e r e ?  Cast  

i r o n  br idge .  

A. G l a c i o l o g i s t ,  b i o l o g i s t ,  an th ropo log i s t ,  whole group up h e r e  s tudying 

t h i s  a r ea .  

S. P i c t u r e s  of snow shed and g l a c i e r ,  m i l e  53. 

A. This  one f e l l ow  brought an orch id  from off  of t h i s  t e r r a i n  down h e r e  

showed, never dreamed t h e r e  were orch ids  i n  Alaska but  t h e r e  a r e .  

S. Want t o  ge t  a  p i c t u r e  i n  h e r e .  

A. I go t  one r e a l  good one t h a t ,  one of t he se  h e r e  with i c i c l e s  hanging 

S. Now which tunne l  i s  t h i s .  

A. I t h i n k  #7.  

S. Tunnels between #5 and # 4 .  

A. w e  went over from steam t o  d i e s e l  which were a b l e  t o  make t h e  

grades and t h e  g l a c i e r  receded s o  i t  gave you more room t o  . 



S. So about t h a t  t ime they a l s o  put  t h e  b r idge  improvement i n .  Are t h e r e  

any o ld  wooden l e f t  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  a t  a l l ?  

A. Yes, bu t  t h e y ' r e  n o t ,  t h e y ' r e  not  old  any more, t h e r e  i s  no b r i d g e s ;  they  

have been rep laced  with  c r e o s o t e  t r e a t e d  p i l i n g s  and we're s t i l l  i n  t h e  

process  of changing some of them o u t ,  bu t  even t h e  o l d e s t  we have a r e  i n  

t h e  e a r l y  50s any p a r t  of 

S. Is t h a t  r i g h t ,  s o  you have wooden b r idges  from t h e  50s and you a l s o  have 

t h e  steel b r idges  from 51, huh? 

A .  Go over t o  C o t t e r  and h e l p  engines  up t h e  h i l l  and go down t o  Spencer and 

come up t h i s  way. They had a coa l i ng  s t a t i o n  h e r e  and t h e  water  was 

suppose t o  be going around t h e  corner  t h e r e  were they could t a k e  wate r  

but  they had a 2-story kind of a h o t e l  a s  you can s e e  he re .  

S. Had a r e g u l a r  roadhouse t h i n g  h e r e ,  huh? 

A .  Sec t ion  foreman and s e c t i o n  crew they  used t o  have a b i g  9 

cook, meals seven days a week, t h r e e  t imes a day. When t h e  t r a i n  crews 

came she  cooked e x t r a  meals. She u s u a l l y  had a h e l p e r .  

S. It was a l l  owned by t h e  r a i l r o a d  a t  t h a t  t ime.  Was i t  open t o  t h e  genera l  

pub l i c  too  then  when they came through. I mean they  r a n  passed h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember how they ,  t h e  passenger  t r a i n  d i d n ' t  u s u a l l y ,  t h e  on ly  

reason t h a t  i t  stopped h e r e  would j u s t  t o  be ,  l e t  a passenger  o f f  t h a t  

was on. I don ' t  t h i n k  they  took coa l  and wate r  because they were p r e t t y ,  

you know, it was a smal l  t r a i n  and they  would come ou t  on over .  They 

used t o  s t o p  up h e r e  on t h e  loop and le t  t h e  people t ake  p i c t u r e s .  

S. On t h e  loop. 

A. But they waited till they go t  t o  Por tage  t o  t a k e  on coa l  and wa te r .  



S. I suppose t h e  loop t h e r e ' s  probably p i c t u r e s  of t h a t  over a t  t h e  museum 

do you suppose? 

S. L e t ' s  t a k e  a  look a t  them. 

A.  I t o r e  i t  down. 

S.  You t o r e  i t  down, huh? 

T. Well I won't t e l l  anybody t h a t .  

A. We've got  a  p r e t t y  good one i n  t h a t  r a i l r o a d  ca lendar  t h i s  year  t oo .  

S. Shows a  p i c t u r e  of i t ,  huh? 

A. They were a f r a i d  of l i a b i l i t y .  You know, t h e  people could g e t  o f f  t h e  

t r a i n  you know, and go out  and walk on these  o ld  t r e s t l e s ,  bu t  they were 

r e a l  r o t t e n .  They appear t o  be r e a l  r o t t e n .  Some of t h e  p a r t s  were bu t  

when I went t o  t e a r  it down they  weren ' t  t h a t  easy t o  t e a r  down I ' l l  t e l l  
A / 

you. Cd heuE phl~lur , -c\ ;e 

S. Yes, most of those  t h ings  a r e  p r e t t y  wel l  b u i l t ,  you know. 

A. Big old house j u s t  met iculously b u i l t ,  e x c e l l e n t  t imber car -  

pen t ry .  Every j o i n t  j u s t  p e r f e c t .  Most of your,  where t h e  t r e s s  came 

toge the r  they were i r o n  shod, s t e e l  p l a t e s  o r  c a s t  i r o n  o r  wrought i r o n ,  

I 'd suppose wrought i r o n  p l a t e s  t h a t  say and t h e s e  pos t  

come down and s e t  on t h i s  s t e e l  p l a t e ,  b i g  o ld  rods 

. You can s t i l l  s e e  some of them i n  t h e  r i v e r  used t o  be 

some you could s ee  over t h i s  b r idge  he re .  

S. When did you t e a r  t h e  loop down? That must have been a f t e r  48. 



b 
S. Can't g e t  t h a t  kind of work t h e s e  days.  Yeah, he  was out  of Alaska Brick 

and such a t  one t i m e  wasn't  he .  What was he  going t o  do, b u i l d  h i s  

causeway with t h a t  o r  something? 

A .  No t h e r e ' s  l o t s  of good timber i n  t h e r e .  New s t u f f  because w e  kept  

r e i n f o r c i n g  them a l l  t h e  time s o  h e ,  maybe someone e l s e  got him t o  bid on 

i t  and they brought a  sawmill i n  he re  and they  were going t o  sa lvage  a l l  

t h a t  m a t e r i a l  and saw i t  up i n t o  boards and s e l l  i t  i n  Anchorage. Well 

they got  t h e  e a s i e s t  t o  ge t  s t u f f  and then they  . 

S. And l e f t  you wi th  t h e  sa lvage .  

A .  God you never r e a l l y  knew when we were bu i ld ing  t h i s  new s e c t i o n  house 

he re ,  t h e r e  was a bu i ld ing  over on t h i s  s i d e  and w e  s tayed  i n  i t .  

. I t h i n k  i t  was probably where t h e  s e c t i o n  home 

when they had t h e  b i g  . 

S. Is t h i s  mi le  51 i n  he re  then? 

A. Yeah. 

S. P i c t u r e  of t h e  loop a t  Talkeetna Rai l road s t a t i o n .  between 

mi l e  4 7  and 48. Grandview no remains evident  except ion  of a  small  s h e l t e r  

' I  cabin  pos t  25. Grandview s i t e  down approximately one-half mi le  from 

e x i s t i n g  r e l i e f  cab in  i n  ru in .  Evidence of mi l led  lumber b u i l t  and 

planed,  sc reen ing .  S t r u c t u r e  s l i g h t  g rade .  Beyond r ecogn i t i on .  

S t r u c t u r e  seems t o  s i t  on s l i g h t  r i s e  approximately 40 yards  from r a i l -  

road t r ack .  Evident f i r e  damage. Evidence of creosoted p i l i n g s .  Accord- 

ing  t o  Cha r l i e ,  t h e  Road Commission, t he  r a i l r o a d  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  d r i v i n g  

p i l i n g s  u n t i l  t h e  40s. 

A. The r a i l r o a d  was buying. 



S. It was a l l  whi te  spruce  I suppose. 

A.  They wanted hemlock a l s o .  

S. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Hemlock and, I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  when we pu l l ed  t h e  l a s t  ones up bu t  some have 

been i n  h e r e  40 yea r s .  

S. They hewed them a t  Portage and a t  Moose Pass? 

A. Well, I don ' t  know. I guess they must have, they may have hewed some a t  

Portage but  t h e  b igges t ,  hewed over h e r e  a t  Moose Pass .  They were s t i l l  

buying i t  when I came t o  work he re  i n  48. 

S. Snoring-In Roadhouse s i t e  l oca t ed .  S i t e  i n  poor cond i t i on ,  t y p i c a l  

roadhouse cons t ruc t ion .  S e r i e s  of sma l l e r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  log,  a l l  i n  a  row. 

Log s i z e s  sma l l e r  than  t y p i c a l  roadhouse. Six t o  e i g h t  inch logs  wi th  
, 

bark approximately one, two, t h r e e ,  f ou r ,  f ou r  t o  f i v e  s e p a r a t e  s t r u c t u r e s  

' i n  a  row. Some i n  a  t o t a l  s t a t e  of c o l l a p s e ,  some f a l l i n g  i n ,  one s e c t i o n  

with roof i n  t a c t .  S i t e  has a  l o t  a r t i f a c t u a l  remains, b o t t l e s ,  cardboards 

boxes, in format ion  dea l ing  wi th  food,  b o t t l e s ,  vege t ab l e s ,  Alaska Rai l road 

S e r i a l  AAA, P.O. Box. S t r u c t u r e  a l l  lumber, c i r c u l a r  sawn. S t r u c t u r e  i s  

board and bat ten- type roof wi th  t a rpape r  ove r ,  no evidence of galvanized 

metal .  Outside s t r u c t u r e ' s  log with l a t h i n g  chinking,  over chinking.  

One smal l  s t r u c t u r a l  component frame t h e  r e s t  log .  Name on t h e  box looks 

l i k e  S G B A H I G N E R. Box wi th  Puget Sound pa in ted  on i t .  Far-most 

u n i t  appears  t o  have been a  bunkhouse of a  s o r t .  Two o ld  t u b u l a r  s t e e l  

beds,  t a b l e .  Evidence i n s i d e  of t a rpape r  and wal lpaper  i n  some s e c t i o n s .  

No i n s u l a t e d  roo f ,  plank f l o o r .  Hide s t r e t c h e r  board o n s i t e .  Sign a t  

s i t e  says  Snoring-In. Snoring-In s i g n i f i c a n t  s i t e  i n  t h e  a spec t  t h a t  i t ,  

c u l t u r a l  remains, a r t i f a c t s  of t h e  per iod t o  determine t h e  e a r l i e s t  d a t e  

a t  s i t e .  It looks l i k e  i t ,  according t h e  Cha r l i e  Rainwater,  t h i s  s i t e  

was occupied 30 something yea r s  ago. Las t  occupied, s i g n i f i c a n t  s i t e  

perhaps i n  d i s cus s ing  the  r a i l r o a d  and understand t h e  r a i l r o a d  a t  t h e  
1 

/ period of t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l .  A l l  r oo f s  on Snoring-In board and b a t t e n ,  



r o o f i n g  paper ,  i n t e r m e d i a t e  ev idence  of s t r u c t u r e  been b u i l t  i n  s e v e r a l  

s e c t i o n s  over  numerous y e a r s .  Evidence of p a s t e l  g r e e n  p a i n t  on a  s m a l l  

Wanigan t h a t  seems t o  connect  two major roadhouses  t h a t  a r e  approx imate ly  

20 f o o t  by  1 4  f o o t  h i g h  p i t c h e d  s t e e p e d  r o o f ,  p i t c h e d  r o o f .  Probably  12  

and 12.  Evidence of r a b b i t  cages ,  numerous a l c o h o l i c  b o t t l e s ,  g i r l i e  

p i c t u r e s  from t h e  40s.  Some of t h e  p lank  used on t h e  c e i l i n g  is a l l  

c i r c u l a r  c u t .  I t ' s  l a r g e  approximately  2% x  8 i n c h ,  heavy, ex t remely  

heavy s t r u c t u r e  f o r  t h e  t y p e  of b u i l d i n g .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, on t h e  

o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  same r o o f ,  one by e i g h t ,  one by t e n  s c r a p ,  s a l v a g e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  most p a r t .  Conjec tu re  t h a t  i t  was a  t r a p p e r ' s  c a b i n  

t o  s t a r t  w i t h  and se rved  a s  some s o r t  of a  roadhouse.  Doesn ' t  seem t h a t  

i t  was, w e l l  i t  probably  was used d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r ,  l i g h t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

a l though  i n  l o g  t h e n  o t h e r s  a long  I d i t a r o d .  Galvanized r o o f i n g  and 

s a f e t i e s  . 

C.  S h u t t e r  speed?  What's t h i s  t h i n g ?  

S. Th i s  i s  your f i l m  speed.  T h a t ' s  your f o c u s .  

C. What is  t h i s  number h e r e ?  

S .  I d o n ' t  know. You j u s t  s e t  i t  on where y o u ' r e  at: I guess  some kind of 

f i l t e r  maybe. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know what t h e  h e l l  i t  does .  

A .  An eng ine  down h e r e .  back h e r e  and hook o n t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  

t r a i n  t a k i n g  up t h e  h i l l ,  g e t  up t o  Grandview o r  he  would go i n  t h e  h o l e  

t h e r e  and le t  t h e  t r a i n  go on down and t h e n  h e  would go on down t h e  

t u n n e l  and 

C .  Where does  t h i s  go h e r e ?  

A. T h i s ,  j u s t  down t h e r e .  See t h e  eng ine  s i g n .  Yeah t h a t  j u s t  t u r n  t h e  

eng ine  around.  



C .  Now what 

A. They had a roadhouse. There were s e v e r a l  bu i ld ings  r i g h t  back i n  here .  

I th ink  t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  s e e  some remnants of them. 

S. There ' s  one r i g h t  t h e r e .  Stop and take  a peek a t  t he se  t oo .  

A. Sec t ion  house. They operated a coa l ing  s t a t i o n  o p e r a t e  

l i v e s  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  complex he re .  There was o t h e r  t h i n g s  

bes ides  t he  r a i l r o a d  he re .  There 's  always been and I don ' t  

anything about - 

S. P r i v a t e  land?  

A. Yes, a t  l e a s t  p r i v a t e l y ,  r a i l i n g s  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  . 

S. But i t  looks l i k e  t h e r e  a r e  t h ings  a l l  over here .  Do you have any idea  

how o ld  t h e  s i t e  i s ,  do you know? 

A. 1t 's  probably 

S. Well, now Hunter,  was t h i s  j u s t  a good p l ace  t o  t u r n  around because i t  

was r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  he re?  

A.  Water was a v a i l a b l e .  

S .  Makes some n i c e  ones wouldn't  they?  

A. A b i g  s t r u g g l e  t o  ge t  over t h e  h i l l  and some engines  

S. Gravel bench r i g h t  he re .  Almost a foundat ion of some. 

S. Hunter s i t e  loca ted  t o  t h e  west of Y-section a t  Hunter a s  Cha r l i e  s ays  

t h e  Y-section was used f o r  tu rn ing  around t r a i n s  coming from Seward no r th  



and from P o r t a g e  s o u t h .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  Y was a  major  c o a l i n g  and 

w a t e r  s e c t i o n  t h a t  was used t o  r e f u e l  and w a t e r  t h e  locomotives .  Remains 

of t h r e e  o r  f o u r  contemporary s t r u c t u r e s  a t  o l d  Hunter s i t e .  C h a r l i e  

a l l e g e s  p r i v a t e  i n  h o l d i n g s  of l and .  S t r u c t u r e ' s  contemporary,  p robab ly  

from t h e  l a s t  20 y e a r s .  Evidence of d e p r e s s i o n s  i n  p o s s i b l e  b u i l d i n g  

sites of o t h e r s .  No h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  o n s i t e .  

Johnson s i t e ,  f o u r  c a b i n s  a l l  of which seem t o  be r a t h e r  contemporary. 

S u b s t a n t i a l  two-story log  s t r u c t u r e .  Does no t  appear  t o  be t h a t  o l d  

based on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of l o g  ends and such .  P o r t l a n d  cement, c h i n k i n g ,  

ev idence  of s t a i n i n g  of l o g s  and p a i n t i n g .  Roof, aluminum s i d i n g ,  plank- 

i n g  roof underneath  G-pole, pr imary r i d g e  w i t h  two i n t e r m e d i a t e  p u r l i n s .  

S i t e  is  wired w i t h  a  g e n e r a t o r  s i t e .  The r o o f ' s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  p lank ing .  

Evidence of some rock ,  l o c a t e  e s t i m a t e d  d a t e  of s i t e  perhaps  1940 o r  

l a t e r .  S ign  on door ,  Fred Delaney,  accord ing  t o  C h a r l i e  Rainwater ,  was 

a n  o l d  e n g i n e e r .  Another f e l l o w  by t h e  name of Togan was supposed ly  a  

conductor  f o r  t h e  Alaska R a i l r o a d .  Johnson Pass  t a k e s  o f f  d i r e c t l y  

behind t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The t r a i l  i s  e v i d e n t ;  w e l l ,  occupa t ion  of s i t e  was 

r e c e n t  from t h e  r e l a t i v e  c l e a n l i n e s s  of t h e  s i t e  appears  t o  b e  perhaps  

j u s t  a  s e a s o n a l  o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  c a b i n  by t h e  owners. 

A 

/ P>c#<; L )[ ,( 1 - 

Crownpoint R a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  no remains ,  l i k e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  used.  No s i t e  

of Lawlin.  Second s t o p  s i g n  l e f t  s i d e  a f t e r  you p a s s  Ptarmigan Creek.  

Remains of N e l l i e  Lawlin 's  r e s i d e n c e .  Another s i n g l e  s l o p i n g  shed ,  a n  
I 

; o l d  c a b i n  s t r u c t u r e .  S i t e  appears  t o  be  o l d  and t a k e n  c a r e  o f ;  however, 

i t  d o e s n ' t  appear  t o  be occupied.  Rough sawn, b a t t e n  board s i d i n g ,  o l d e r  

t h a n  what I s u s p e c t e d .  I t ' s  probab ly  a  l o g  s t r u c t u r e  under .  Lawlin ,  no 

ev idence  of r a i l r o a d  s t r u c t u r e s  remaining.  S t r u c t u r e s  of  N e l l i e  Lawl in ' s  

c a b i n  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  s i t e  h e r e  appears  t o  be  a  log  s t r u c t u r e ,  perhaps  

t h r e e  o r  f o u r  of them b u t t e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  some rough sawn board and 

b a t t e n  s i d i n g .  Green f e l t  roof on r o o f .  S i t e  obv ious ly  main ta ined ,  good 

c o n d i t i o n .  Evidence of need f o r  f o u n d a t i o n  work. Level  and r a i s e  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  on beach i n  f r o n t  of t h e  c a b i n  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  l a k e .  

Evidence of hand hewn l o g s  l a y i n g  on beach.  Probably  from o r i g i n a l  s i t e .  

Specu la ted  t h a t  t h e  roadbed, accord ing  t o  C h a r l i e  Rainwater  was a t  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  beach,  dropped approximately  f i v e  f e e t  w i t h  t h e  ea r thquake .  



T h e r e f o r e  a  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  was l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r  p robab ly  went i n t o  

t h e  r i v e r  i n  p a r t .  An o ld  log  s t r u c t u r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  Lawlin s i t e  

two-s tory ,  obvious  age unknown. Good c o n d i t i o n .  Appears t o  be  p a r t i a l l y  

used and mainta ined f o r  p e r i o d i c  use .  

Stopped a t  a  s i t e ,  C h a r l i e  contends  i s  V i c t o r  Creek. Notes h e r e  V i c t o r  

Creek p r o s p e c t .  Find no remains of t h e  e a r l y  r a i l r o a d  p e r i o d .  P r e s e n t l y  

a  s i t e  r e s i d e n t ,  s e v e r a l  ga rdens .  Remains of s e v e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  frame. 
C,n kc r-. v l l:Y/ 

.--- May o r  may no t  have been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  r a i l r o a d  a t  some t ime .  One 

/ s t r u c t u r e  approx imate ly  24 by 14 frame s t r u c t u r e ,  two f o o t  on c e n t e r ,  
I 1 s imple  frame c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Log s t r u c t u r e  probably  from t h e  e a r l y  50s .  
k. .. s i g n  e v i d e n t .  

C. A l o t  of t h e s e  coming i n t o  Seward and unload a t  Seward d i d n ' t  g e t  a s  good 

a  r a t e  a s  they  d i d  . Seward would 

come o u t  h e r e  w i t h  a  t r u c k  and unload them (end of t a p e ) .  



Peterson  Tape #7, Side B 

S. Seward Rai l road s t a t i o n ,  oppor tun i ty  f o r  i n t e r p r e t i v e  cen t e r .  I n t e r -  

p r e t i v e  s i g n  each, good l o c a t i o n  given i t s  convenience with t he  ocean, 

t h ink  about a  landmarked smal l  park ded ica t ion  po in t  o r  monument po in t  

loca ted  r i g h t  a t  t h e  Sound o r  a t  t h e  o f f i c e .  Small park d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  

south .  o f f i c e  i n  r e c e n t l y  good cond i t i on ;  however, seems t o ,  

could need some b a s i c  s e s s i o n  m i l l  work. Seems t o  be on a  good founda- 

t i o n ,  s i z i n g ,  sc rap ing  and pa in t ing .  Minor r e p a i r ,  e x i s t i n g  f a b r i c .  
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