
Siding on structure, horizontal beveled siding, double-cut bevel with a lip 

joining other at top. Appears to be a 2% inch beveled horizontal siding where 

as its a 5 inch siding with 2 bevels cut per each board. Structure sound, 

however, badly in need of roof. New roof would preserve for many years. 

Estimated date of construction 1945. 

P~df"t: I-/ 

Sign on current building, looks like Perry Bahun - Bluff. Stenciled on, indi- 

cates timber shipped in. Building size 22 by 42. Ruins of existing bridge by 

Bahun - house, the one I am talking about across mouth of creek. Ruins of some 

small shed in creek. Bridge seems to have been built of timbers, perhaps a 

steel, no evidence of steel cables. Posts and some sort of trestle system. 

Spans approximately 45 feet. Foot bridge construction approximately 8 feet 

wide. Board walking made of 2 by random width planking. At edge of bridge 

other side from last structure, small trolley car construction with iron 

wheels, indicates perhaps a track trolley system along shore of Bluff. 

Ruins of bridge and what appears to be a generator shed between building 14 

and 15 remain. Possibly generator shed for the Bahun - residence to the rear, 
to the northwest corner of the structure. Remains of a some sort of engine 

and radiator. Ruins of building /I15 appears to have been a process of several 

additions. Seems evident that perhaps there is a rear to the north end of the 

site. Existing log structure perhaps the oldest one with sod roofing, typical 

log construction, pearl and roofed. A small breezeway to the south which 

connects with another log constructive building. Saddle notch construction 

which is added to again to the south by a frame constructed building. All of 

which are in ruin and on the center structure appears to have possibly been to 

the west side, to the east side of the central structure. Appears to have 

been an addition added again of log construction. Other unit appears older. 

Evidence of axe blazing on the outside structure. 

Structure north end, log has been chinked boards. Additionally canvas has 

been added and battened on. logs in rear addition. Evidence of an 

old iron bed, dresser cabinets. Inside appears to have been tacked with 

canvas. Inside a log structure presently in ruin. Roof completely fallen in. 

Other structure, breezeway structure appears to have an entrance from the east 

or west end. Appears to have been a screen door of sorts. Frame in construc- 



tion, connecting the two log structured buildings. Both logs rough saddle 

notched, log ends have been sawn, not chopped. Galvanized metal, homemade 

rain drain. 

Middle log structure, cellutex on walls. Interior walls interior walls have 

been blazed to knock off stubs, chinked with, appears to be siding from old 

Blazo boxes and such, Maplewood, Metalbrook, some sort of box with Metalbrook. 

Terracotta chimney pipe, same as building #3. Inside casing trim, middle sec- 
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tion painted pink. 

Unlike structures in the interior, Iditarod Flat area, structures on the coast 

seem to have much more of a problem with wind. More attempts have been made 

to chink and canvas, not only inside but outside of structure to seal them 

from the air. 

Building #16, note, ruin site between Building 15 and 16, old cabin pretty 

well fallen in. Made of logs, saddle notch construction; one or two rows of 

logs remaining, rest is in ruins. 

'Lwp Buildiug +,I6 appears to be some sort of a residence quarters again. Several 

additions, approximately 5 or 6 added different rooms. Small, frame structure 

again. Imported 1 x 15 rear planking rear addition. All structural material 

has been milled, probably imported. Rear shed planked outside vertical plank- 

ing inlay, planking east to west, rear addition 2 x 4 ceiling. Shack framed 

in rear, not anything on center. Rear Wanigan addition with stairways to the 

upstairs possibly structure could have been a small roadhouse at some period. 

Undergone several simple modifications in structure. Small upstairs with 

stepway, possibly sleeping at some time. Ceiling pretty well gone. Main 

structure entry south side. Shack frame construction again. Vertical plank- 

ing outside, no insulation. Cellutex siding inside. Some evidence of paint- 

ing, evidence of ceiling has been in place, however is gone at this time. 

Nailed to the same size nails as cellutex so will assume cellutex ceiling. 

Rear addition to west side of structure appears to have been a shed completely 

collapsed. Evidence that there was an outhouse attached directly to the side 

of the structure. Indications are probably that it was a roadhouse of some 

sort. Initials on some of the lumber that came in is something L. Barker, 



Bluff, Alaska. Five-panel door, typical of others along trail. Six-pane 

windows. Entry to south, facing ocean as others. 

Wanigan similar to construction to one at mining camp at Bluff, backed up to 

rear of structure 16. Hardrocked mine south of Bluff or east of Bluff as 

drilled for several tunnels. Four cars, , several structures and 
ruins. Dwayne took several pictures. 

From Bluff south to Cheokook(?) no evidence of trail along the ridges or over 

by Square Rock. Assume, probably traveled the ridges, approximately one-half 

to one-quarter mile off the beach. No evidence of any cat trains or heavier 

travel over this section. Trail Bluff to Cheokook. Evidence Nine Mi.1.e Creek 

of two ruins, more or less house pits, log construction, approximately 12 foot 

square and a poorman's shelter. Appears to be an old site and no evidence of 

any white cultural objects around. 

4 
Cheokook E&&, the spit in front of the lagoon, houses, ruins of several 

structures, quite old, six or eight structures. Additionally, there seems to 

be evidence of a, there is a State or cadastral survey aerial marker at this 

site also right in the middle of the lagoon spit. Cheokook site, evidence of, 

well existing structure last of Road Commission structure. Sign inside says 

"Property of Alaska Road Commission." Rules underneath have been torn off. 

Stenciled all over the planking that's inside. It is all milled. One by 

eight drop siding similar to some of the other lip siding. One there is 

stenciled ARC, Nome. Name here Eben S., Wayne S., Lincoln back from White 

Mountain, November 9, 1939. The date on here. OK, Sam and George, here on 

February 25, 6th and 7th, 1936. 

Shelter cabin different from other cabins in that it has a breezeway between 

one section containing the dog kennels, the other section containing the 

sleeping cabin. Dog kennel faces east, west with its long side fronting the 

ocean, the Bering Sea. East side of structure, dog kennel frame construction, 

2 x 4 milled, studs, single plate, 2 x 4 rough sawn rafters with 1 x 8 lip 

siding roof, walls, sod floor. Dog kennels raised on platform with bends with 

a top above approximately 3, 40 inches high. One window, south side dog 

kennel. Entryway to kennels from, two entryways; outside entry from east 



s i d e ,  o t h e r  e n t r y  from west s i d e .  Symmetrical w i th  o t h e r  i n t o  breezeway. 

Raised p l a t fo rm one s t e p .  Breezeway has  one by e i g h t  l i p  s i d i n g ,  same a s  

w a l l s ,  c e i l i n g s  f o r  f l o o r  approximately t h r e e  f o o t  wide. Window a t  no r th  end 

of halfway, breezeway, entryway sou th  s i d e  of breezeway. Doorway of f  c e n t e r  

e a s t  s i d e  of enclosed s l eep ing  a r e a .  Deadbolt ,  mechanical deadbol t  lock ,  

p lanking  door with  h o r i z o n t a l  and diagonal  n a i l e r .  Evidence of doorways on 

kenne ls ,  e x i s t i n g  door n a i l e d  i n  p l a c e  a t  window and hallway. Doorway f i t s  

entryway i n t o  dog kennels .  Pos s ib ly  way was used f o r  wood s to r age .  Typica l  

cas ing  doorway sou th  s i d e  of entryway. I n t e r i o r  s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  two bunks 

r a i s e d  p la t form,  approximately 28 inches .  Small t a b l e  bench, v e r t i c a l l y  c u t ,  

55-gallon drum un l ike  cab ins  i n  i n t e r i o r .  Front  feed  top s tacked  5" chimney 

through c e i l i n g .  T h i r t e e n  galvanized s a f e t y .  Bench sou theas t  corner  of Road 

Commission cab in .  Shelving above. Six-pane window south  and west .  No window 

no r th .  Outs ide of s t r u c t u r e ,  t a r  paper ,  b u i l d i n g  paper v e r t i c a l l y  app l i ed  

wi th  b a t t e n .  Same o u t s i d e  and exposed l i p  s i d i n g .  Corner t r i m  galvanized 

hood ven t  over  s t o v e  f o r  roof ven t .  Ce i l i ng ,  bu i l d ing  paper on c e i l i n g ,  on 

roof .  Remains of canvas boa t  on no r th  s i d e  of s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  r u i n  s t a t e .  A 

smal l  kayak o r  boa t .  Fixed,  square  s t e r n  one end, approximately 14 f e e t  long.  

Room s t r u c t u r e  behind t h e  ARC cab in  o r  t o  t h e  no r th  approximately 55 yards  i n  

r u i n  s t a t e  appears  t o  be a n  L-shaped s t r u c t u r e .  Log p u r l i n  r o o f ,  p lanking  

a c r o s s ,  nega t i ve  on t h a t .  P u r l i n  roof on log  shaped s t r u c t u r e  f ac ing  t o  

west;  main s t r u c t u r e  seems t o  be on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  running with  t h e  gabled end 

from no r th  t o  sou th .  Log s t r u c t u r e  s add l e  notched,  evidence of broad axed 

work. Complete r u i n  shape. Some evidence of mi l l ed  lumber, perhaps p a r t i -  

t i o n s  o r  wa l l s .  Casings f o r  m i l l  lumber and have been n a i l e d  i n t o  l og  ends.  

Inform Cary and Terry t h a t  t h e  w i l d l i f e  s anc tua ry  s t a t u s  by B lu f f ,  a i r s t r i p  

a l s o  a t  Bluf f .  Topkok s i t e  a l s o  evidence of 10 t o  15 house p i t s  on t h e  s p i t  

i n  f r o n t  of Topkok Lagoon. Short  s e c t i o n  approximately 2 mi l e s  west of Topkok 

Head, two t r a i l s  a r e  marked and both of them have t r i p o d s .  No t r a i l s  seen  

no r th  of Taylor  Lagoon going towards Nome from Topkok Head, assume t r a i l  r an  

on beach o r  has  a l s o  r an  on beach o r  borders  t h e  sou th  s i d e  of Taylor  Lagoon. 

Consult  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  management p l an  of i n s e r t  s e l e c t e d  cases  f o r  

c e r t a i n  roadhouses g iv ing  o u t r i g h t  g r a n t s  t o  do such t h i n g s  a s  p u t t i n g  new 

roo f s  o r  s h i n g l e s ,  r oo f ing  on s t r u c t u r e s ,  f i x i n g  founda t ions ,  sag ing  w a l l s ,  

e t c .  May work ca se s  o r  be p a r t  of t h e  ownership, do no t  r e a l l y  have 



the concern for living or maintaining these structures in a way such as, for 

structure to live in. O F  v %b@whJ. 
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Postman at Golovin, Howard ~incoln) 'ERgERg on trail section around Golovin. 

He says it was built around 96 or 7 , k  (-, S = Steve) 
4 = &I%AwLlc 

A a. Yes, it was built here before they discovered gold in Nome. In fact I 

believe that the old man that built this place was outfitted with people that 

discovered gold. 

S. The original discovery? 

, Yes. I believe that's the story. The person that knows a good deal 
Pdqr".l' r 

about this, is old man -1. He's sick right now, however. He knows a 

lot about this. He is close to about 90 years old. 

PI 
S. Edwin & He was the one that lives in the brown house right up 
here, right? 

Yes, the very last building. He knows a lot about this and the son, he's 

not in too good of a shape. I don't know if he would be talking even. He's 

just getting old and he wouldn't go into Nome for any kind of medical attention. 

S. Now, there was an old warehouse and that looks like that was an addition 

to the other part. Is that the oldest part of it? 

A B. It probably is. 

S. The galvanized part. 

4 PT. It look like they started from over there and built over this way. 

S. Oh, is that right? Maybe the old wood part is oldest then and the gal- 

vanized is new then. Would they store furs and fish and stuff in here too? 
A 

TI d 



a M Yes, he used to herring, saltery here to in the original owner here. We 

have a marble gravestone up there. 

S. Yes, up in the cemetery? 

,̂ 1 k. Yes, you seen that? 

S .  No, we were going to go up there. Joe said that there was a 

YL, There's a notation on the block itself, telling about John Dexter and 

apparently he is quite, sounds like he came from east coast you know. Sailor. 

Yes, I often look at it because it is interesting, you know the history. 

S. Now, John Dexter, was that Philip Dexter's father? 

9 k No. 

S. No relation? 

A 3%. Let's see. Joe and Philip are Joe Dexter's grandchildren. And John was 

their grand uncle. 

S .  Oh, he was an uncle to Philip Dexter who was Joe Dexter's father. 

b, %. Joe Dexter had Molly and Molly had Philip. So Joe is Philip's great- 

grandfather. And John is Joe's brother. And he was the one that built this 

place and he must have been quite a guy because, just looking at the inscrip- 

tion on the tombstone up there he was kind of a romantic person, you know, all 

over sailing the seas. 

S. He just kind of stopped here then and settled here then and started this 

business. 

Jl, U. I think, not quite positive about this but I think they discovered gold 

up in Council area and this was the port of entry to Council. 



S. Up through White Mountain? 

A 3%. Up through White Mountain. They've go t  some very  good p i c t u r e s  o f ,  I ' v e  

seen them i n  Alaska Magazine of t h e  naviga te  t h e  r i v e r  wi th  scows and horses 

and a l l  t h a t  from here  t o  White Mountain. 

S. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  They wrote t h a t  up i n  Alaska Magazine. So he a c t u a l l y  

s t a r t e d  t h i s  t h ing  ou t  a s  a he r r ing  s a l t e r y ,  though, p r i o r  t o  probably t h e  

gold. Well, were t h e r e  rooms here  too ,  where people s tayed? 

4 Q. Oh, yes .  There a r e  rooms, I th ink ,  t h e r e  were rooms bu t  l a t e r  people 

stopped walking from t h a t  way t o  Nome, they turned t h a t  i n t o  a warehouse and 

s t o r e .  

S. Then t h a t  p a r t  i s  a l s o  j u s t  s to rage  and warehouse y e t ?  

4- No, t h i s  i s  where they  have home. 

S.  Oh, i n  t h e  o ld  wooden p a r t .  Then what 's  t h e  l i t t l e  bu i ld ing  t h a t  tacked 

up next  t o  it on t h e  very end, t h a t  l i t t l e  t i n y  one? 

A & I t  look l i k e  it was a k i tchen  a t  one time. 

S. They had a sepa ra t e  k i tchen  then? 

a. Yes, b u t  they moved everything back over t h i s  way. This is  Edna s t o r e  i n  

here .  The f r o n t  end was s t o r e ,  back was s to rage  room, warehouse. 

S .  Then u p s t a i r s  was t h e  s l eep ing  room. 

& Yes, a s leeping  room. They used t o  have a pool t a b l e  i n  here.  I th ink  

i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, I be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  pool t a b l e  t h a t  they  had here  

i s  now over i n  Po la r  Bar, it was i n  Polar  Bar. 



S .  And t h a t ' s  over i n  Nome? 

b\% I t  was over t h e r e ,  bu t  I th ink  they stopped p laying  pool over t h e r e  a t  

Po la r  Bar. But they brought it from here  and brought it t o  Nome. 

S .  A long time ago. Well, now t h i s  p lace  q u i t  opera t ing ,  i n  what t h e  '50s? 

&& L e t ' s  s ee .  Probably i n  l a t e r  p a r t  of '50s o r  e a r l y  '60s when t h e  o l d  Joe 
T 

Dexter d ied .  And F l i p + t h e n  c a r r i e d  on t h e  s t o r e .  He went t o  Nome ins t ead  and 
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worked over t h e r e  q u i t e  a few yea r s .  I n  f a c t ,  2 be l i eve  F l i p  was r e t i r e d  bu t  

he i s  working again.  

S .  Working i n  a bakery I guess.  Do you know of anybody who has p i c t u r e s  of 

t h e  o l d  s i t e  o r  anything of t h i s  bui ld ing?  Any o ld  photographs o r  anything? 

Have you ever  seen? 

%I. I have never seen any bu t  t h e r e  may be some. Maybe F l i p  had some o ld  

p i c t u r e s .  

S .  Joe s a i d  he thought t h e r e  were some i n s i d e ,  

A *. But one of t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  I remember about t h i s  space i s  t h a t  

they used t o  have a l i t t l e  beach over t h e r e  a t  Chiny(?) Creek where t h e  t r a v e l e r s  

went across  on a rope br idge .  

S .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ,  a suspended bridge? Is t h a t  r i g h t .  

4 Yes, and l i t t l e  baskets  and go across  on t h e  basket .  

S .  Tha t ' s  r i g h t  down t h e r e  two o r  t h r e e  mi les .  

A & Oh, j u s t  about a mile .  Tha t ' s  t h e  mouth of t h e  r i v e r  r i g h t  now. 

S .  That s p i t  i s  kind of 



. They had r egu la r  t r a i l ,  you know, t h e  Stampeders T r a i l ,  and they  go he re ,  

and they had somebody b r ing  them across  t h e  bay here  and r i g h t  between here  

and Bluf f .  They have a r egu la r  t r a i l  t h a t ' s  a lmost ,  wel l  s e v e r a l  yea r s  ago 

you could j u s t  s ee  it you know. And every so  o f t e n  t h e r e  would be a p i l e  of ~ 4 ( 2 e ~  
rocks on t h e  t r a i l .  But t h e  people,  t h e  Stampeders, they would grab a handful PGZ 
of rocks from inbetween, when they  g e t  t o  t h i s  s p o t  they  would throw it on 

t h e r e  and even tua l ly  t h a t  p i l e  became a r egu la r  mark. Yes, they were p r e t t y  

high. 

S .  Stampeders d id  t h a t ?  

A Ir; Yes, they  had a wel l  defined t r a i l  a l l  t h e  way on t h e  edge of t h e  coas t  

here.  

S. Here it i s  on t h e  map. Here ' s  Golovin. Now d id  they go s t r a i g h t  across  

t o  t h i s  nor thern  route? O r  d id  they  j u s t  go s t r a i g h t  across  t o  t h i s  southern 

one? 

lf! I don ' t  know, they may have gone across  bu t  t h e  one I ' m  t a l k i n g  about 

where they  have these  p i l e s  i s  r i g h t  here .  

S .  Coming up from, i s  t h a t  Cheokook? 




