
P e t e r s o n  Tape #2, S i d e  A 

Second i n t e r p r e t i v e  s i g n  o u t  of Nome on t h e  e x i s t i n g  road by t h e  Alaska Depart-  

ment of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  F o r t  Davis.  F o r t  Davis l o c a t e d  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of 

Nome River  a t  i t s  conf luence  wi th  Ber ing Sea o r  Norton Sound. Was e s t a b l i s h e d  

fo l lowing  t h e  gold rush  a t  t h e  end of t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y  when gold was d i s -  

covered on Anvil  Creek i n  September of 1898, Anvi l  C i t y ,  l a t e r  t o  become Nome 

d id  not  e x i s t  and t h e r e  was no e s t a b l i s h e d  c i v i l  government. I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 

1900, c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a r t e d  on F o r t  Davis and then  d u r i n g  J u n e ,  u n i t s  of t h e  

7 t h  I n f a n t r y ,  U.S. Army, took s t a t i o n  a t  t h e  new p o s t .  The miss ion  was t o  

m a i n t a i n  law and o r d e r  dur ing  t h e  t r o u b l e  of c l a i m  jumping and l i t i g a t i o n .  

P r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime,  s o l d i e r s  from S a i n t  Michaels ,  100 m i l e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  had 

been ass igned  h e r e .  The f i r s t  Alaska a i r  e x p e d i t i o n ,  a  squadron on 4 p l a n e s  

commanded by Capt.  S t .  C l a i r s t r e e t t ,  l e f t  M i t c h e l l  f i e l d  i n  New York on J u l y  15,  

1920, landed on t h e  o ld  parade ground a t  F o r t  Davis and r e t u r n e d  t o  M i t c h e l l  

f i e l d  on August 26. The development of a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  soon 

s t a r t e d  t h e r e a f t e r .  

Might c o n s i d e r  road s ignage  a long  t h e  47 m i l e s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  survey.  Pos- " , I I 

r I 
s i b l e  a t  t h e  p o i n t  of d e p a r t u r e  wi th  t h e  road t o  t h e  survey t r a i l  of Goodwin, , ' 

some k ind  of s i g n a g e  t o  commemorate t h a t  p o i n t .  

O n s i t e  a t  t h e  Dickson r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g ,  remains of s e v e r a l  t r a i n s ,  r a i l r o a d  

c a r r i a g e s ,  I guess  from boxcars  and such.  One l a r g e  s t r u c t u r e  remain ing ,  

ga lvan ized  meta l ,  on pole-f rame f o u n d a t i o n .  I n s i d e  i s  found c r a t e s  of s e v e r a l  

pumps, i n  c r a t e ,  bed s p r i n g s ,  h a t c h e s  f o r  some s o r t  of a  s h i p  m e t a l .  Framing 

looks  t o  be new. Miscel laneous  e n g i n e s ,  l i k e  p o r t a b l e  pumps. Wreckage of 

t h r e e  locomotives .  S t r u c t u r e  is  sound w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of f o u n d a t i o n  which 

i s  up on log  p i l i n g s .  P r e s e n t l y  s e t t l i n g  and s a g i n g  towards t h e  r i v e r .  Seems 

t o  be a  s t o p  o f f  t o u r  s p o t  f o r  A r c t i c  Tours .  E x i s t i n g  f e r r y  t o  t h a t ,  evi -  

d e n t l y  took  boxcars  and locomotives a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  Remains c a s  t - i r o n  h a u l  

o r  i r o n  s t e e l  h a u l .  

Thought f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  would be t o  p r e p a r e  some s o r t  of a  b rochure  t h a t  

a c t u a l l y  e x p l a i n s  t h e  I d i t a r o d  p o r t i o n  of t h e  t r a i l s  and make i t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  



p r i v a t e  t o u r  groups and such ,  f o r  h e l p  t o  e s t a b l i s h  some s o r t  of unders tand ing  

of j u s t  what t h e  t r a i l  and i t s  p a r t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  around Nome, was. 

A r c t i c  Tours p u l l e d  i n  w i t h  a  bus load of approximately  30-35 peop le .  One of 

t h e  people  immediately asked t h e  bus d r i v e r  what a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  was, r e f  e r r i n g  

t o  locomotives ,  r a i l r o a d  c a r s ,  and e v e r y t h i n g .  Quote: t h e  bus d r i v e r  s a y s  I 

have no i d e a .  We have t e n  minutes  h e r e .  

Survey monuments a long  t h e  road i n d i c a t e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  is  t a k i n g  

a e r i a l  photographs .  Seems t o  be some h o r i z o n t a l  markers.  May want t o  check 

around t h e  Nome a r e a .  See i f  we can use  them i n  t h e  p l a n .  

Evidence of t r i p o d s  approx imate ly  100-250 yard average t o  t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e  

o r  t o  t h e  wes t  of t h e  road from Dickson Landing through Solomon i n d i c a t e s  t h e  

w i n t e r  t r a i l  may p o s s i b l y  have been o f f  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  e x i s t i n g  r o a d .  

Assumption--Louise Landing,  a  l a r g e  s i t e  approximately  6-7 m i l e s  up t h e  cu t -  

o f f .  It looks  l i k e  one s i d e  h a s  been c l e a r e d  a s  a n  a i r s t r i p .  I n d i c a t i o n  of a  

s m a l l  hangar  one s i d e  w i t h  automobi les .  Large main house ,  s e v e r a l  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  maintenance shed wi th  l a r g e ,  p l u s  o r  minus,  12-foot maintenance 

door .  One, two, t h r e e ,  f o u r  s m a l l e r  sheds  o r  r e s i d e n c e  t y p e .  Evidence of 

r e c e n t  mining,  perhaps  a s  l a . t e  a s  probably  1960. Simple g a b l e  r o o f s ,  two 

Quonse t hu t  s. 

Solomon t o w n s i t e ,  due t o  l o c a t i o n  a long  t h e  road ,  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  

i n t e r p r e t i v e  s t u d i e s ,  n o t  on ly  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  bu t  of t h e  c r e e k s  n o r t h  and 

perhaps  t h e  n a t u r a l n e s s  of t h e  e s t u a r y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  ocean h e r e ,  t h e  r a i l -  

road t i e  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  perhaps  a  m u l t i p l e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  program d i s -  

c u s s i n g  n o t  only  dog s l e d  bu t  r a i l r o a d ,  I suppose l a t e r  c a t s ,  up and down t h e  

c r e e k s ,  t h e  ocean,  b o a t s .  Evident  of two r e c e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  probably  i n h a b i t -  

a b l e ,  and whats  looks  what may b e  a  1940 s c h o o l ,  pe rhaps  a  r e l o c a t e d  m i l i t a r y  

b u i l d i n g .  Would recommend t h a t  on any s t a b i l i z a t i o n  and r e s t o r a t i o n  of s i g n i -  

f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  s i t e  be under taken .  Seems t o  o f f e r  an  e x c e l l e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y  which we say  f o r  v i s i t o r  c o n t a c t  o u t  of Nome. The r a i l r o a d ' s  c a r s  

and locomotives  a t  t h e  mouth c u r r e n t l y  a r e  v i s i t e d  by t h e  c i t y  t o u r i s t s .  

A r c t i c  Tours ,  I guess ,  probably  p l u s  o r  minus 100-150 people  p e r  day a t  p r e s e n t  



t i m e .  E x i s t i n g  roadhouse seems t o  have been o r  is be ing  occupied perhaps  on 

weekends and such.  A l o t  of pe rsona l  i t ems  i n  t h e r e .  The roof h a s  been 

r e r o o f e d  w i t h i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  U p s t a i r s  shows damage due t o  r a i n  b u t  i t  seems 

t h a t  t h e  r o o f i n g  t h e r e  now is t a k i n g  c a r e  of t h a t .  The s t r u c t u r e  is b a s i c a l l y  

sound w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  founda t ion  and a  c o a t  of p a i n t  and r e s t o r a t i o n  of 

t h e  roof t o  what it e x i s t i n g  was, t h e  s t r u c t u r e  would be  i n  a  sound c o n d i t i o n .  

The o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  l o c a t e d  towards on t h e  Nome s i d e ,  I guess  

t h a t ' s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o r  west ,  is i n  f a i r l y  sound c o n d i t i o n ;  however, s t a b i l i z a -  

t i o n  i n  t h e  nex t  few y e a r s  would be r e q u i r e d .  Var ious  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  have 

f a l l e n .  B e t t e r  unders tand ing  of what t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e ,  perhaps  HABS s t u d y  

and some kind of a  h i s t o r y  of t h e  s i t e  would be i n  o r d e r .  Research ownership 

and i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a d d i t i o n a l  houses  be ing  added. 

A d d i t i o n a l  i n q u i r y  i n t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of s h e l t e r  c a b i n  from Nome t o  Una lak lee t  

a s  d i scussed  by Kurr,  Colby, C a r t e r  and Dave S c o t t  s a i d  t h a t  f o u r ,  t h r e e  

p o s s i b l y  f o u r  s h e l t e r  cab ins  a r e  going t o  b e  b u i l t  from Nome t o  Una lak lee t  

a long t h e  t r a i l  system a  j o i n t  e f f o r t ,  BLM, Alaska S t a t e  Park and t h e  C i t y  of 

Nome. Solomon Creek, do some i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  d redges  up and down t h e  

r i v e r .  Evidence of two i n t a c t  and two ru ined  dredges  and p o s s i b l y  more toward 

Council  p r o j e c t .  I f  p o s s i b l e ,  t r y  t o  l o c a t e  some kind of v i s i t o r  use  

p r o f i l e  o r  census  of t h e  number of peop le  t h a t  come i n t o  Nome. Explore some 

way t h a t  perhaps  some money could  be  put  back i n t o  t h e  community, bed t a c k s  o r  

whatever ,  i n t o  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  c i t y .  A road immediately o u t  of Nome 

toward Solomon survey  markers a long t h e  road by t h e  Alaska Road Commission. 

Might i n v e s t i g a t e  i n t e n t  o r  what t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  Road Commission is a s  f a r ,  

o r  t h e  Highway Commission a s  f a r  a s  upgrading t h e  road.  P o s s i b l y  could  o f f e r  

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of waysides a t  d e s i g n a t e d  p o i n t s .  
I 

! 3 <I  
i ' I . '  

( I n  a i r p l a n e ,  ha rd  t o  h e a r )  P e t e  Nome rode  ou t  l a t e r  used Alaska 

Communication and . By t h e  t e l e g r a p h  s t a t i o n  over  t o  t h e  

house ,  Chuck Brader .  The s m a l l  t e l e g r a p h  b u i l d i n g  be longs  t o  V a l e r i e  

Somepeski(?) .  She l i v e s  i n  town. Her husband owns Ber ing  Sea Club. 

head t r a i l  is a  t e l e g r a p h  l i n e .  Also e v i d e n t  w i t h  t r i p o d .  Topkok 

Roadhouse s t i l l  s t a n d i n g .  Richard F o s t e r  owns t h e  Topkok Roadhouse and t h e  
RL\J';'~ 

o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  p o i n t .  S i l v e r  bowl s t r u c t u r e  owned by Richard F o s t e r ,  

l o c a t e d  a t  
k 

t r a i l .  The o ld  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  s i d e  is t h e  Omaha 

H o s p i t a l .  Is t h a t  a  h o s p i t a l  and a  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  roadhouse? Yes. 



C o a s t a l  a r e a  b l u f f  , sub j e c t  t o  w h i t e o u t ,  dangerous s l e d d i n g .  T r a i l  moves 

n o r t h .  Bluff  a b s e n t e e  owners San Diego. S t r u c t u r e s  owned by some d o c t o r s .  

Off s h o r e  . -- . S t r u c t u r e s  by a  group of d o c t o r s  

ARC s h e l t e r  c a b i n  a t  t h e  conf luence  of Por tage  Creek and Por tage  Roadhouse. 

t r e e s  on t h e  Por tage  Road o u t s i d e  of t h e  P o r t a g e .  s t r u c t u r e  

a t  P o r t a g e  Roadhouse. T r a i l  ou t  from Elam, t a l k e d  t o  . 
Murry, S r .  born  a t  Elam. s e t t l e m e n t  p r e s e n t l y  a t  I r o n  Creek. Looks 

l i k e  a  FAA s t a t i o n .  . Community of Chase a t  t h e  p o i n t  of 

Moses P o i n t  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  . 

( Impossible  t o  unders tand)  

L i t t l e  ev idence  of t h e  t r a i l  s o u t h  of t h e  Ungalik Roadhouse p r e s e n t l y  

t o  Roundtop Mountain and i n t o  Shak too l ik  and t h e n  . An o l d  
8 ,  

r e i n d e e r  s t a t i o n ,  roadhouse s h e l t e r  cab in .  1 -  ( 4 z ' 1  "arge ga lvan ized  

t i n  warehouse occupied f u l l - t i m e  o r  f i s h  camp. Una lak lee t  
I 

p o i n t .  + 

Moses P o i n t ,  , S u l l i v a n ,  Nome, F o r t  Davis .  

v a r i o u s  FAA s t a t i o n  s i te  a long  t h e  t r a i l  t r a v e l i n g  through 

t h e  a r e a .  Fred , U n a l a k l e e t .  S t .  M i c h a e l ' s ,  f o u r  s teamboats .  

. C o a s t a l  a r e a  is  p a r t  b l u f f ,  d i s c o n t i n u e d  whi teou t  

Copies of maps t o  Kathy McKouski, E l i z a b e t h  Andrews, Shepard concern ing  

roadhouse l o c a t i o n ,  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a b o r i g i n a l  s i t e s .  Shak too l ik  informant  

George Owlwag. Next t o  roadhouse is owned by J o e  Dexter  a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  

r i v e r  . 




