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Moore Creek S h e l t e r  Cabin,  J u l y  10, 1980 - W r i t t e n  i n f o r m a t i o n  above t h e  door ,  

a t  t h e  top  of t h e  e n t r a n c e  and above, v a r i o u s  names and d a t e s ,  John E. Bnderson, 

a n o t h e r  name by Uot ieh ,  and i t  looks  l i k e  L i l l i a n  above, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  on 

January  16,  11:30 p.m. 1942. One of t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  Salmi  Hunton, 

i t  looks  l i k e  S t u v e r ,  G u l a r t e  and Roe d e r ,  December 22, 1939. Another name by - 
t h e  name o f ,  i t  looks  l i k e  Alene, Emory, Toner,  F l a t  something C h i b i ,  i t  l o o k s  

l i k e  40 and t h e r e  a r e  some o t h e r  names. Bogner, c a n ' t  s p e l l  i t ,  John Dowl, 

Jr . ,  January  20,  1 2 t h ,  1950, snowbound. R .  J. Anderson, January  12,  '50.  

Gerald  and h i s  l a s t  name is  Demientief  f ,  December 21, 1946. And t h e  name 

Claude D i e m i e n t i e f f ,  February '51. Cabin obv ious ly  h a s  n o t  been occupied f o r ,  

o r  u s e d ,  p robab ly  s t e a d i l y  s i n c e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  10 o r  15 y e a r s .  T o t a l l y  l i t t e r e d  

wi th  t y p i c a l  f r y i n g  pans ,  p a i n t  c a n s ,  cans ,  Wesson O i l  c a n s ,  s a l a d  o i l ,  

Wesson O i l  and l i q u i d  s h o r t e n i n g .  No d a t e ,  r e c e n t  can.  I c e  c h i p p e r ,  homemade, 

oak hand le  from, perhaps  a  heavy s h o v e l  wi th  a  f l a t  i r o n  f i l e  b o l t e d  t o  t h e  

end; looks  l i k e  i t  was used o r  designed f o r  ch ipp ing  perhaps  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  

A can of Yakama Chief dehydrated v e g e t a b l e  soup, Coleman l a n t e r n ,  u p r i g h t  

b a r r e l  s t o v e ,  f i r e  s t o k e r ,  handmade, s m a l l  f r y i n g  pan g r i d d l e  w i t h  t h e  numbers 

S7 on t h e  bottom, about  8" d iamete r ;  i t ' s  a  heavy Dutch i ron- type,  Dutch oven, 

ke rosene  l a n t e r n ,  g l a s s  c l e a r ,  th readed  g l a s s  t o p ,  Yorksh i re  a l l ,  a  b lend of 

f i n e  tobaccos ,  e x c l u s i v e l y  from S e a r s ,  f r y i n g  pans ,  spoons ,  o i l  c l o t h  t a b l e -  

c l o t h ,  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  c a b i n  i n c l u d e  one homemade bench, a  shoving u n i t  towards 

t h e  f r o n t  ( see  p l a n ) ,  one t a b l e ,  r a i s e d  s l e e p i n g  p l a t f o r m ,  benches ,  wash 

b a s i n ,  w h i t e  ceramic  o r  enameled wash b a s i n ,  cupcake h o l d e r ,  b i s c u i t  h o l d e r ,  

washing pan, four- inch chimney p i p e ,  dynamite gun powder roof b a f f l e  f o r  

chimney, v a r i o u s  enameled cooking g e a r ,  10-inch b l u e  enameled pan,  cook pan,  

Dutch oven pan, kerosene l a n t e r n  of s o r t s ,  on t h e  bottom it  s a y s  qu ick  l i g h t ,  

p a t e n t e d  made 1 3 t h ,  1919, made i n  U.S.A. Coleman, American S tove  Company, 

Chita-S . 
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Located frame s t r u c t u r e d  c a b i n ,  J u l y  10, 1980. S i g n  s t a p l e d  t o  t h e  i n s i d e  

door ,  border  of b l u e  and paper  wi th  whi te  wi th  red s t r i p s  on i t .  Red, w h i t e ,  
il 

and b l u e .  And on it is  a  n o t a t i o n  t h a t  s a y s :  NOTE, t h i s  c a b i n  cannot  b e  used 

f o r  a  permanent w i n t e r  camp. It is f o r  a  s topover  c a b i n  f o r  anyone t r a v e l i n g  



through and must be kep t  f o r  t h a t  purpose .  Anyone u s i n g  s a i d  cab in  i n  r e q u e s t e d  
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t o  l e a v e  it i n  good c o n d i t i o n .  Also l e a v e  wood and k i n d l i n g  i n s i d e  s o  t h a t  

anyone s t o p p i n g  c a n  make a  q u i t e  f i r e  i f  necessary!' And t h e n  i t  s a y s  by o r d e r  

of t h e  Alaska Road Commission. And on t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  door ,  t h e  o l d e s t  d a t e  

t h a t  I can f i n d  i n  one t h a t  s a y s  Amanda, February 27, '39.  S e v e r a l  o t h e r s ,  

t h e r e  is a  s i g h t  W. Magneson, I assume i s  Warren Magneson, A p r i l  '61. A l a t e  

c h a i n  i n s i g n i a  t h a t  I found i n  t h e  o t h e r  c a b i n  u p r i v e r  and a  J. X . ,  l i k e  a  

brand.  Another d a t e  A p r i l  24, '46. The names C. Weiser ,  November 18,  ' 54 ,  

December 2, '58, December 1, '59 ,  '60, '61 ,  '62. Another name H a t t e n ,  11/27/46.  

Another d a t e  February 14 ,  '48,  wi th  t h e  i n i t i a l s  M. R .  Var ious  o t h e r  names, 

Sonny Demat ie f f ,  January  16, '46. J e r r y  Demat ie f f ,  February 7 ,  '46.  M r .  and 

M r s .  Dematieff a g a i n  i t  looks ,  and I c a n ' t  make o u t  t h e  d a t e .  Another name 

P e t e r  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  T u r n e r ,  May 19,  1943. 
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( In  h e l i c o p t e r  - hard t o  h e a r )  ARC Cabin.  Trapping is  ongoing a t  t h i s  t ime .  
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Two cab& were hung around t h e  b a c k s i d e  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  Loca t ion  of Ruby 
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c r e e k  Cabin ill a t  d i r e c t l y  s t r a i g h t  o f f  t h e  mouth of Ruby Creek where i t  

empt ies  i n t o  t o  Bonanza, approximate ,  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  from Bonanza from t h e  

mouth of Ruby Creek. A l l  t h a t  remains is about one-half of t h e  l a r g e  road- 

house f o u n d a t i o n .  The r e s t  i s  e r o d i n g  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  T o t a l  r u i n s .  & v i n  

A g l o f f ,  P r i n c e  Creek, he  i s  about 50 y e a r s  o l d ,  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e r e  were two 

s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  have over  t ime Ruby Creek f i r s t  developed a t  t h a t  s i te .  Some 

y e a r s  l a t e r  moved approximately  seven m i l e s  upstream. Was d e s t r o y e d ,  i n  r u i n  

and t h e n  was moved t h r e e  m i l e s  back down and r e b u i l t  a t  ARC r e l i e f  c a b i n  which 

burned,  I b e l i e v e  i n  '50. 

J u l y  11, 1980, o f f  McGrath l a t e  a t  1430 hours  due t o  w e a t h e r ,  We w i l l  make 
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r u n s  t o  ~ a f k o t n a ,  and I w i l l  be t a l k i n g  t o  Warren Magneson and Te% Anderson. 

Arr ived back a t  McG a t h  a t  5: 30, 1730 hours  from T d k o t n a .  I had t h e  oppor- 

t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  t o  f . Anderson, whose age is approximately  45,  f o r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

l e n g t h  of t ime.  An old- t imer  by t h e  name of J a c k  M i l l e r  s topped i n .  H e  used 

t o  run o l d  McGrath Roadhouse. The one t h a t  is e x i s t i n g  and t h e  one t h a t  

burned down p r i o r ,  t h a t  was on t h e  same s i t e ,  E x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  made up of 

components of t h e  m i l i t a r y  b a s e ,  He h a s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  coun t ry  a f t e r  2 1  

y e a r s .  Went t o  t a l k  t o  Warren Magneson; however, he  is l a i d  up w i t h  a  back 

a l ignment ,  t a k i n g  c a r e  of h i m s e l f .  He d i d n ' t  f e e l  much l i k e  t a l k i n g ,  perhaps  

we w i l l  t r y  a g a i n  some o t h e r  day. 




