
INTERVIEW WITH ED ESTES, MOOSE PASS, J U N E  15, 1981 
BY STEVEN PETERSON, BLM & JOHN MATTSON, USFS. 

Ed: Statements  was l i k e  i t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Crow Pass  a r e a  and I d i d n ' t  

know i f  he  w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  t r a i l h e a d  a t  Crow Pass  o r  

Ed: That was my step-dad when he was twelve y e a r s  o ld  and t h a t ' s  h i s  

mother - and they was headed t o  Nome.   hat's i n  Seward..you see. 

( I n  1905). 

John: 1 ' m  glad t o  s e e  t h a t  Ed ... very few people  t h a t  w r i t e  on t h e i r  photo- 

graphs what 's  going on. 

Ed: Oh my mother used t o  do a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  

John: Roy Croft  t h a t  was you ' re  s t ep - f a the r ,  

Ed: Yes t h a t ' s  him t h e r e ,  h i s  mother 's  i n  t h e  s l e d  and they was heading 

t o  Nome. 

1905. 

Steve:  Did he  ever  have a n  account of making t h a t  t r i p ;  d id  your  f a t h e r  

ever  keep an  account o r  anything.  A d i a ry  of t h a t  t r i p . .  

Ed: No.. . he re ' s  j u s t  some o l d  p i c t u r e s . .  . t h i s  used t o  be t h e  o l d  p l a c e  

old p l ace  - C o l l i e r ' s  old ~ l w  n r r +  hn- M i l a  ?5 where you turned down 

t o  Kenai t h i s  s i d e  about a m i l e  t h i s  s i d e  of ranch 

then  w e  had a p l a c e  over on Dev i l ' s  Creek. t h a t ' s  

where ~ o d r i n ' s  and P o l l i k s  and them a r e  a l l  s t a y i n g  now. 

Steve: Where i s  t h i s  t aken . . .here . . .  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  today. .  

Ed: Oh y e s  i t  is. .  Qui te  d i f f e r e n t . .  . . t h i s  i s  our  f i r s t  c ab in  h e r e  up on 

t h e  h i l l  l e t ' s  s ee .  .yea t h a t ' s  t h e  old cab in . .  . t h a t  was taken  a t  40 below 

ze ro .  

Steve:  Nice o ld  photos . .  



Ed: yea  

John: Were ho r se s  very much i n  use  when you f i r s t  go t  up h e r e  Ed? 

Ed: D e f i n i t e l y .  

Steve:  When d id  you s t a r t  running t rucks?  

Ed: Huh? 

Steve:  When d id  you s t a r t  running t rucks .  ? 

Ed: Well t h e r e ' s  1927 wasn't  i t .  . t h a t  one t h e r e . .  . t h i s  h e r e ' s  a  Model A 

Ford The come i n  h e r e  i n  1924 and s t a r t e d  bu i ld ing  t h e  road t o  

Hope. Tha t ' s  my step-dad t h e r e . .  Then t h i s  i s ,  t h i s  i s  some of t h e  

survey p a r t y ;  t h i s  i s  my b r o t h e r  B i l l ,  t h e  survey pa r ty  being c iphered ,  

few of t h e  f e l l ows ,  t h e r e ' s  a  dog team... There ' s  

a  load of l ogs  f o r  t h e  Lynxs Creek 

Steve: Mine? 

Ed:No t h a t  eh - 

Ed: No when t h e  Can on  Creek dam washed t h e  b r idge  out . .going up Lynx 
)r)' 

Creek 
-=--. 

These a r e  my b ro the r s ;  t h i s  i s  my b r o t h e r  B i l l  and h i s  wife;  b r o t h e r  Sam 

and h e r e ' s  some of t h e  old Conke and my b ro the r  B i l l ;  B i l l  and h i s  

k i d s ;  a  l o t  of water  went over  t h e  dam s i n c e  then . .  . .and i t ' s  not  coming 

back over n e i t h e r .  

Steve:  doesn ' t  back up does i t . .  . j u s t  keeps going. 

Ed: Tha t ' s  t h e  roof of t h e  o ld  garage we h a d . . t h a t V s  t h e  r o o f . . .  

I had t o  take  i t  o f f  when t h e  ... now they t a l k  about  snow s l i d e s . . . t h i s  i s  

r i g h t  up t h e r e  a t  38 t h a t ' s  a  snow s l i d e  ac ros s  t h e  highway 



Steve:  Is t h a t  r i g h t .  

You can look r i g h t  up t h e r e  and s e e  t h e  i s l a n d . .  t h e  Kenai cu to f f  i s  r i g h t  

over t h e r e .  Come down t h e  h i l l  on t h i s  s i d e  of t h a t  k n o l l .  .go around. 

Th i s  i s  t h e  o ld  s t o r e ,  Ivan  Earhouse?, h e  go t  i t  a f t e r  George Ruhl.. t h e r e  

i n  Hope. Tha t ' s  q u i t e  a p i c t u r e .  

Steve:  It is. 1 ' m  no t  so s u r e  t h a t  what I haven ' t  s een  t h a t  p i c t u r e  

be fo re .  

Do you know i f  anybody e l s e  has  copies  of t h a t ?  

Ed: No I don ' t .  

Steve:  Seems t o  me I ' v e  s een  t h a t  

Ed: b i g  Wil lard Dunham, Wil lard might have, 

Steve: Seems t o  me i t  might be i n  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Museum i n  Anchorage. 

Ed: Could be.  

Steve: Sure,  I remember a s l e d  and I remember t h a t  bu i ld ing  wi th  t h e  

shee r  diaphram (diagonal  lumber s h e e t i n g )  exposed. 

Ed: Well i f  i t  i s n ' t  t h e r e  i t  should be o r  a copy of i t  anyway. By g o l l y  

t h a t ' s  a h i s t o r i c  sho t .  Now we're  headed t o  Nome. 

Steve:  They made i t  a l r i g h t ?  

Ed: I guess ,  see h e r  husband was up a t  Nome a t  t h e  t ime.. .  mining. 

S t  eve : uhhuh ! 

Steve: Well I guess  we've g o t t a  g e t  t h i s  man back t o  h i s  employment. 

Thanks a l o t  f o r  your t ime Ed. 



Ed: You b e t .  

Steve: We'll  g e t  you a  copy of our  r e p o r t  when i t ' s  a l l  done. 

Ed: Tha t ' s  kind of i n t e r e s t i n g ,  those  o ld  s t u f f ,  when they b r ing  them 

back t o  l i f e ,  you know. 

Steve:  Yeah! Well i t ' s  kind of you know t h e  s t u f f . .  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t e n  

y e a r s  ago maybe i t  wasn't  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  bu t  we're j u s t  f a r  enough away 

from i t  now t h a t  a l l  of a  sudden i t ' s  p r e t t y  good h i s t o r y .  

Ed: Well l i k e  a  l o t  of people took p i c t u r e s  and a  l o t  of people  d i d n ' t .  

You know. Lot of t h ings  I wish I ' d  of t aken  p i c t u r e s  o f .  J u s t  l i k e  

today, o rd inary  l i v i n g  today . . . you g e t  i n  your c a r  and you g e t  i n  your 

aeroplane ,  I g e t  i n  my aeroplane  o r  somebody e l s e  and they f l y  t o  

Anchorage. No b i g  dea l .  But back t h e n  i f  you wanted t o  go out  t o  t h e  

summit you put  on your  snowshoes; you d i d n ' t  go a  damn b i t  f a s t e r  t han  I 

d i d ;  I could put on a  p a i r  of snowshoes and hog out  t h e r e  t h e  same bu t  i t  

w a s  no d i f f e r e n t .  But today snowshoeing ac ros s  some of t hose  pas se s  and 

one th ing  and another  i s  h i s t o r i c a l .  J u s t  something t h a t  seems f a n t a s t i c  

a t  t h e  time bu t  t h a t  was t h e  way of l i f e .  

Steve: Tha t ' s  how you got  t h e r e .  

Ed: Hooked up a  ho r se  t o  a  s l e d  and away you went. Today, you go t o  

Hope, go from h e r e  t o  Hope, j u s t  s t i c k  your t o e  on t h e  ca rbu ra to r  and i f  

t h e r e  a i n ' t  no cops you can make i t  i n  45 mins. .back then  you made i t  i n  

t h r e e  days.  

Steve:  And then  t o  go a l l  t h e  way t o  Nome over  a  t r a i l  l i k e  t h a t  

t h a t ' s . .  . 

Ed: Yea i t ' s  a  long ways. 



Steve:  People now they 'd  have t o  

Ed: How f a r  would i t  be from Nome t o  ... 

Steve:  Seward? 

Ed: Seward. 

Steve:  F igure  about 940 mi l e s .  

Ed: Must be more t han  t h a t .  

Steve:  No. I t ' s  p r e t t y  s t r a i g h t .  The r a c e  they say i s  1,049 bu t  i t ' s  

j u s t  about 940 m i l e s .  It t a k e s  a  l o t  of s h o r t c u t s . .  they don ' t  go t h e  way 

t h e  r a c e  goes. .  You g e t  out  t h e r e  ou t  of McGrath and i t ' s  a  s t r a i g h t  s h o t  

t o  Kal tag t h e  way t h e  H i s t o r i c  Route went. . . through t h e  Noko a r e a .  .where 

t h e  r a c e  goes they go way no r th  t o  Ruby and down t h e  r i v e r ,  they go way 

south  t o  Anvik and . Yeah i t ' s ;  yea we're uh, we've being t r y  t o  

kinda f i g u r e  some of t h e s e  mileages o u t .  . you look a t  a  map i t ' s  one th ing  

but  a  l o t  of i t  i s  up and down so  t h e r e ' s  more m i l e s  t h e r e  t han  what a  map 

w i l l  show you. 

Ed: Yeah..will show you.. 

Steve:  With a l l  of t h e  connect ing t r a i l s  and such you ' r e  probably looking 

a t  a  couple  of thousand mi les  of t r a i l .  You know.. t h e  ones t h a t  a r e  

r e a l l y  important  o r  major t r a i l s . .  

Ed: Are they i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p u t t i n g  i n  o ld  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a i l s ?  

Steve:  . .you know Dan Sevee, Mike Monahan, Monahan, from Seward? They 

got  with t h e  City Council and what t h e y ' r e  t a l k i n g  about doing t h e r e ' s  

p u t t i n g  i n  a  f o o t  t r a i l  t h a t  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  r a i l r o a d  on t h a t  r o u t e  up 

through t h a t  v a l l e y  up through t h e  P l ace r  River up t h e r e ,  g l a c i a l  r i v e r .  



Ed: Yea.. 

Steve:  The r a i l r o a d  coming out  of Por tage  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  something t h a t ' s  

not  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  through t h e r e .  Through t h i s  a r e a  where t h e  

highways a r e  and such you probably you know s i g n  i t ,  pu t  s i g n s  up, make 

brochures  and such. 

That '  11 be t h e  primary r o u t e  through t h a t  a r e a  and I don ' t  know a s  f a r  as 

f i x i n g  up some old cab ins  they w i l l  probably do t h a t  i n  some a r e a s  too .  

You c a n ' t  f i x  them a l l  up t h e r e ' s  j u s t  t oo  many of them. Most of them 

people  c a n ' t  even g e t  t o . . .  

Ed: Oh yea . . t hey lve  no use  f o r  them e i t h e r .  

Steve: They t a l k  about p u t t i n g  i n  some s o r t  of i n t e r p r e t i v e  center/museum 

i n  Seward maybe i n  t h e  o l d  depot r i g h t t h e r e . .  'cause t h a t ' s  t h e  s t a r t  of 

t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  o r  t h e  government win te r  t r a i l ,  whatever you want t o  

c a l l  i t .  One t h e r e  and one a t  Nome. We're j u s t  kind of a t  t h a t  p o i n t  now 

we've f i n a l l y  got  a p r e t t y  good handle  on where t h e  t r a i l  went and what 

was along i t  and every th ing  and now we go t  t o  f i g u r e  ou t  what do we do, i f  

anything.  

Ed: Yea. A r e  you wi th  t h e  Fo re s t  Se rv i ce  h e r e  now? 

John Mattson, USFS: Yea, I ' m  i n  Anchorage. 

Ed: Oh y o u ' r e  i n  Anchorage. 

John: The s u p e r v i s o r ' s  o f f i c e  t h e r e .  

Ed: Who i s  i n  Seward now? 

John: Fellow by t h e  name of J e f f  Wi lson . .Dis t r ic t  Ranger. 

Ed: What happened t o  ....... 



Steve: Carey Martin. 

Ed: Yea.... 

John: Carey i s  s t i l l  t h e r e  he ' s  t h e  new supervisor ' s  r i g h t  hand man. 

Yea, Carey i s  s t i l l  the re .  

Ed: That Carey i s  a good guy. 

John: Yeah, you b e t .  

Ed: But you' r e  out of Anchorage. . . 

John: Right. I ' d  j u s t  a s  soon be down i n  Seward. 

Ed: You f l y i n g  out of Anchorage? 

John: Yeah. 

Ed: What o u t f i t ?  

End of conversat ion with Ed Estes  June 15, 1981, res idence  of Moose Pass 

along with h i s  bro ther  B i l l  Estes  now res id ing  i n  S e a t t l e .  Came i n t o  t h i s  

a r e a  i n  1923 I be l i eve  ; s t e p f a t h e r  and mother; he mushed over t h e  

I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  a l l  t h e  way t o  Nome. Ed has a photograph of them leaving 

Seward i n  1905, t o  go t o  Nome where h i s  s t e p f a t h e r  was a miner and had 

claims i n  t h e  Nome a rea .  

(Moose Pass t h e  Gi lpa t r i ck  Mine southern s t r e t c h  by Summit Lake evidence 

t h e  old t r a i l  remains i n  seve ra l  p l aces . )  




