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Enclosed is a copy of the completed report of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs investigation ot Bering Straits Native Corporation's applica
tion for a historical place under Section 14(h)(I) of the Alaska Na
tive Claims Settlement Act.

The historical place is designated as:

Old Woman Mountain
Historic Place

BLM ItAA-I069L
Approximately Y5.8 acres

Certified El~gible,
An appeal from this decision may be taken to the interior Board ot
Land A~peals in accorda~ce with Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations,
Part 4, Subpart E, as revised. I t an appeal is taken, the notice ot
appeal must be filed in the Juneau Area Of f i.c e of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, P. O. Box 3-8000, Juneau, Alaska, 9980:1.., within
thirty (JO) days of t ne receipt of this decision. Do not send the
appeal directly to the interior Board ot Land Appeals. The appeal
and case history will he sent to the Board by the Bureau ot Ln d ian
Affairs.

The reg u La t Lo ns also require t he appellant to serve a copy ot the
notice of appeal and all other documents filed in the ap pe al on the
Rez i.o na L Solicitor Alaska Ke~Oon, U. S. Department o r t he Ln t e r i o r ,
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70i "C" Street, Box 34, Anchorage, Alaska 99513. To avoid summary
d{smissal, there must be a strict compliance with the regulations.

Sincerely,

L. P. Cooper, Jr.
Director

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Bruce Re~m, CPSU
Mr. Bob Faithful, Conveyance Management, HLM

I~Mr. Dave Dapkus, Unalakleet Wild and Scenic River
Management Plan, AuO, 8LM
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CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY

I, Jacob Lestenkof, Area, Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs,

pursuant to the authority vested in me by 43 CFR 2653.5(h) ,

hereby issue a Certificate of Eligibility to the Bering

Straits Native Corporation for the Old Woman Mountain Site

(AA-I0692) as a historical place for the following reasons:

1. Extensive field investigation by BIA/ANCSA

personnel found concrete evidence supporting

the claim of a historical place.

2. The site is associated with cultural events

that made a significant impact on the pre

history and history of the Eskimo people of

Western Alaska.

3. The site has excellent archeological and an-'

thropological research potential that may

yield information important to the history

of the Western Alaska Eskimo.

Area Director

Date: _-'-- , 1982.
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CLAIMS EXAMINER'S CERTIFICATE

I, Stanley J. Casey, hereby certify the following to be true and correct

to the best of my knowledge and belief:

That I prepared this report of the field investigation from da t a sup

plied by field investigators, archeologists, their field notes and re

search;

That the conclusions contained are an accurate report of my findings;

That my recommendations ·are valid and consistent with the guidance con-
. r'

tained in 43 CFR 2650. et' seq.

, 1982Certif ied this _--.~~__day of, '"TuJ;le

Reviewed and approved by: L t! ~'7tq;. L.
. ANCSA Proj ec s offter

J
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I. FINDINGS OF FACT

CLAIMS EXAMINERS REPORT

OLD WOMAN MOUNTAIN

SEALASKA CORPORATION

BLM lAA-10692

1. Bering Straits .Native Corporation is a Native regional corpo

ration organized in accordance with 43 CFR 2650. (Exhibit 2)

2. The Corporation authorizes an individual t9 file its applica-
~

tiona in accordance with 43 CFR 2650.2. (Exhibit 2)

3. The applicatio_~.' was received in the proper office Bureau of

Land Management/Anchorage, Alaska, within the required time by

43 CFR 2652.2. (Exhibit 2)

;4~" "..' :The' CorporaCion included,';;a~staterDent'- of-'significance inaccor-

:;> " ..•.. ;.... <"'" .. ·,:~;:..:.·danceWi~h;·-,:43· CFR2653.S)"'}{Exhib1t:2). . r::~;:'~ "'.:/\ .:

43 CFR 2653.5. (Exhibit 1)

6. The site is· accessible by boat or by.seaplane.

:. 7.' The site is described by a:.legal description. (Exhibit 1)

·'#iJ~~IJ~~I.~,<;_~._::~

The site- is more specifically descrf.bed in metes and bounds as

follows:
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PARCEL A

Beginning at the point of beginning (POB) , latitude

64°QQ'58"N., longitude 159°48' 32"W. J designated as Corner 1

(C-1), marked with two 5/8 inch aluminum alloy rods extending

above the ground J aluminum site tag attached J referenced to

the following:

Reference A: S. 36°W. to Old Woman Mountain located in the

~SE% Section 15, T. 17 S., R. 6 W., KRM,

Alaska;

Reference B: S. 86°E., 26 feet to a 6 inch diameter, blazed,

60 feet tall, birch tree;

Reference C: S. 42°E., 21 feet to a 5 inch diameter, blazed,

30 feet tall, willow tree;

Thence S. 44°W. I 57 feet to Corner 2 (C-2) I marked with a 5/8

."lneh aluminum "alloy rod" extertding):;above:';'gl"~ut1d;

.Thence soutlJ,easterly along'theJIIJ~d~~'3bf.the;L~rt bank of a
stream/~5 9f'feet to Coniei<'3 (C~jr'··iDarked with an aluminum

alloy rodext~nding above'the/.ground';

Thence N. 14°E. J 599 feet to Corner 4 (C-4) marked with two

5/8 inch aluminum alloy rods-extending above the ground;

Thence northwesterly along the meander 'of .the left bank of a

The site describ~d contains approximately 5.6 acres.

2



· /

PARCEL B

Beginning at the point of beginning (POB) which is on the left

bank of an off-shoot of Old Woman River southwest of Parcel A,

site AA-I0692, designated as Corner 1 (C-l), marked with a 5/8

inch aluminum alloy rod extending above the ground, referenced

to the following;

Reference A: S. 40oW. to Old Woman Mountain located in Sec

tion 15, T. 17 S., R. 6 W., KRM, Alaska;

Reference B: N. 74°W. to Old Woman River;

Thence N. 78°W., 239 feet to Corner 2 (C-2), marked with a 5/8

inch aluminum alloy rod extending above the ground;

Thence southeasterly 204 feet, then northeasterly 180 feet,

along the meander of a stream to the point of beginning.

described containS approximately .2 acre.

PARCELC. '

'.bij'~::Beg1nnini·~;at . the point of beginning (POB) which 'is the north-'

eastern corner of the S~NW%S~ Section 15,T. 17 S., R. 6 W.,

KRM, designated as Corner 1 (C-l) which is unmonumented;

Thence N. 90oW., 1980 feet to Corner 2 (~-2) which is unmonu-

Thence s.. OoW., 1980 feet to Corner 3 (C-3) which is unmonu

mented;

Thence N. 90oE., 1980 feet to Corner 4 (C-4) which is unmonu

mented;
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Thence N. OOE •• 1980 feet to the POB.

The site described contains approximately 90 acres.

10. BlA field investigators located the site to be within the area

described by the Corpora~ion. (Exhibit 1)

11. The site is not within 2 miles of the boundary of any home

rule or first class city.

12. BIA field investigators marked the corners of the site in ac

cordance with 43 CFR 2653.5. (Exhibit 1)

13. BIA field investigators examined the site in 1980. (Exhibit

1)

14. CPSU archeologists investigated the site in 1980. (Exhibit 1)

15.BIAfield investigators took photos of the site. (Exhibit 1).

16. The.COrporation, CPSU, and 'BIA agr~e~n.:.the'·~1t:e, ,~Qcation.
',ie'"~.:,. . ' ".,.~..,.. ,.;...·";"~·<'124'i~'/ ',',

The Corpo'ration is' required' to maintain"~an(f;:,p~~serve the site
:.:9' solel~,f-~:':a':hiS torical'pi"ace.' '~':;'>~->:':: :.~

',;".'.

17;,'

18. Based upon research, interviews, and archeological findings,

CPSU's reco~endation indicates that the site is eligible-as a

.historic~ place. (Exhibit 3)

BlA has determined that Old Woman Mountain Site does exist and

is eligible for ~ertification as'a historical place.



---'"

II. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. An'eligible Native regional corporation can select lands pur

suant to Section 14(h)(I) of ANCSA.

2. A Native regional corporation can authorize an individual to

file its appli~~tions for Section 14(h)(I) selections.
\

3. An application for Section 14(h)(I) selection can be amended.

4. BIA can modify the boundaries of a cemetery site or a histori

cal place.

5. A historical place selection in a National Forest can be

granted.

6. BIA can consult other Federal Agencies on Section 14(h)( 1)

selections.

shall confirm the existence of' a cemetery site or a his-

.can issue a certificate of eligibility. or ineligibility of

si'teor a historica!place.

III. RECOMMENDATION

1. -It is recommended that BIA issue a Certificate of Eligibility

->c"'_"~~Ic.i!fitioiii8ni\MbUntlliDi$tte"lI8;';ir<'hfBt:o~iUi~~laC:i!i;;j<'0~'{;"~'-;Oc
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CERTIFICATE OF REVIEW

I, James L. Welsch, certify the following to be true to the best of my

knowledge and belief:

That the field investigator conducted the investigation here de

scribed;

That he prepared the report of this investigation from his observations,

interviews, field notes, photographs and research 'before, during and

after his field examination;

That I reviewed the information here contained and found it to be an

accurate report of his investigation and findings;

..Th.t the field investigator's summary of his 1nv·estigation accuraeeLy

: " re~lects the results of the field examination as required by. em 43

~:. ,,'.

,;;:,:,~~~==:!...- , 1982.•dayCertifi.ed to this g I

By: .

o

Supervisory Realty Specialist
Title
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CERTIFICATION OF INVEsrIGATOR

I, Lou Ann Gagne' , hereby certify the follow-

ing to be true to the best of my knowledge and belief:

That I conducted the investigation hereinafter described;

That I prepared the hereinafter report of said investigation
from my observations, interviews, field notes, photographs,
and research before, during, and after my field examination;

That the information hereinafter contained is an accurate report of
my investigation and findings;

That. I bel~eve my conclusio~s·::and reconmendations are valid for
the··fe~oIl:.stated in said report.

J 1980 •daYOf~oC_~e~tifi~dJ:o this __._.. U··11£
...-;-~;,

By: Wu (Jm.d1'~ a. '
, . Nam
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

FOR

OLD WOMAN MOUNTAIN

BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION

BLM ilAA-10692

I. PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY

The purpose of this report is to set forth investigative findings

from the ANCSA Projects Office ex~mination of the Bering Straits

Native Corporation application for Old Woman MOuntain as a histori

cal place.

Section 14(h)(1) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA)

PL 92-203, as amended, authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to

convey to the appropriate regional corporation fee title to exist

ing cemetery sites '~d' historical places.

Departmental' Release Number 1666,' 230 DM 1,' and 10 BIAM3.1 dele

gate to th~. Area ,D1.rect~r~,~':-~he authority to "c~~tify ~he:-:';~:1stence"of

cemetery sites 'and h!~f~t:ic.al places under Section 14(h)( 1)' "of
"

ANCSA.

The ANCSA Proj ects Office is delegated the authority and responsi

bility to conduct field investigation of the sites selected, to

prepare reports of those investigations ,and to make recommenda

tions as to certification in accordance with 43 CFR 2653.5.
',:~;~.;~,;,,,~:,~';;.J~~;;:+{\.;:.,:i:~~¥~1'~%~:it~~~};;li~~~f:' ;&r~~~~~~~,~F·1\ · · " . ·, ' ·,A· '-;;i '~f~ ; ,~<;.~i)30i}\;~;~jti~fJ:Ii7i~~h:01i~*::A~'~;~ ·' : ' . ~t/>\;~ :~·j/ur ' ;'.\' ;:::t '~~fit'~ ' ,+:': ~' ''\~; ' · '

II. BACKGROUND

Bering Straits Native Corporation (BSNC) applied for Old Woman

Mountain as a historical place on December 15, 1975, in compliance

with regulations of Section 14(h)(I) of the Al8;ska Native Claims

Settlement Act (ANCSA).
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BSNC claimed a tract of land including Section 15 and Section 22,

T. 17 S., R. 6 W., Kateel River Meridian (KRM), Alaska. BSNC mark-. ,

ed the' site location on United States Geological Survey (USGS)

quadrangle, 1:63,360, Norton Bay (A-2), Alaska, 1953.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) preadjudicated the application

and assigned it case file number AA-10692. BLM then forwarded the

application to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)-ANCSA Proj ects

Office for field investigation.

The Statement of Significance filed with the application states

that the site 1) was used as a landmark; 2) is included in the oral

literature; and 3) contributed to the early Alaskan communication

system.

The site is significant as an important communications link between

Norton Sound villages. It was used by dog mushers and as a tele

graph relay. Trapping was carried on there as well as hunting.

The Old Woman Mountain summit was used as'a game lookout.

The Old Woman cabin "is interse~ted'bythe historic Kaltag Portage.

_The trail' passe~::dire~ti;'<;~~S1d~:,:"'th~'::.'r~m~:f.IUJof the old cabin.

Before ,the cabiri'\~~i~f;d~"-'~nd"~'~fore ' wh~'te men had entered the

area, trade was'carried' '00:' between the Indians of the subarctic

boreal forest and the Eskimos of the coast and lower Unalakleet

River.

The Indians relied predominantly on salmon as a
staple with caribou, bear, beaver, muskrat and birds
of importance (Loyens 1966:36). The Eskimos fol-

,lowed.. ,~: 4.._;,;s~a1,l:-,,~~f!a(i:JIl~~,;,c subs',~~ t~ncg",,~t tern,. "de
'-'pende'nt:~tort~i'tb~"t·'C~;J'~ar~to~;$p~vlde~~(i'~~tlarl~~ij"L1.bt"'se'a!,1rand ,
beluga. while they also.utilized the inland environ
ment for caribou, fish, migratQry waterfowl, ptarmi
gan, rabbits and squirrel (Ray 1975: 104). The dif
ferent environments occupied by these two groups
provided different products which were exchanged via
the Kaltag Portage. (Andrews and Koutsky 1975:
921).

9



The Russian-American fur trading companies used the Kaltag trail to

expand the~r trade and to destroy the native monopoly on fur

trade. Following the era of trade, the Kaltag was used by dog-

mushing mailmen.

At first, mail was sent and received by whatever
transportation means possible. During the summer,
steamers carried mail while in the Winter overland
routes, such as Kaltag Portage, were utilized to
deliver mail to the news-hungry miners.· (Andrews
and Koutsky 1979: 923). .,

As mail was a slow, lugubrious means of communica
tion the U.S. Army Signal Corps began construction
of the Wash!rigton-Alaska Military Cable and Tele
graph System (WAMCATS). The line was completed from
St. Michael to Unalakleet across the Kaltag Port
age. (Andrews and Koutsky 1975: 942).

Part of the telegraph line passed directly through the Old Woman

site. "From Kaltag to Unalakleet the historic t~ail and telegraph

route can be observed. It is assumed that virtual~y all the tele

graphic wire and ,the,;supporting tripods' have been removed or have

rotted away." (An0tlymou,s. WAMCATSpub). However. telegraph wire

as well as, glass conductors w~re found on the Old Woman site by the

survey crew andarche()logists.

"Between, Kaltag and Unalakleet some remalns~fthe old telegraphic

relay stations and line cabins are believed to exist. At other

roadhouse locations decaying remnants of log structures have been

reported." (WAMCATS)

Old Woman cabin was used' as a mail carriers cabin on the route from

,'-~~.J;<t~~".;i;;:'\:;'i;r.:~';";""';;~"'}f.<,j~"."",K.at:tag':::'ito"Unalakle~t,. :,:,a::'. dis tance:;,':of~" apP';o~m~tell,60, miles", by the

old route. The cabin was used by mail carriers until the advent of

air tra,vel around the late 1920's or early 1930's. Themail carri

ers' sled dogs were housed in the dog barn, located approximately

400 feet from the cabin in' order to take advantage of the ti,mber in

that area for building. Themail "carrier cabin had two rooms and

J0
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is said by the informant/guide to possibly have been a telegraph

station at ~ne time for telegraph lines that stretched up the Yukon

c River. Until the advent of the telegraph, the mail carrier dog

teams passed through every week. The trip to Unalakleet from Old

Woman took 8 to 9 hours. There were relay cabins at 10 mile inter

vals between Unalakleet and Kaltag.

One mail carrier was named John Summer j a German with an Indian

wife from Nulato. The last mail .contractor to occupy the cabin was

Herbert Klemetson, a .Lapplander who had purchased the cabin for

$10.

The U.S. Army had a station in the Old Woman area approximately 100

years ago. The army was there to observe the presence of foreign

peoples in the area, such as ~he Russians· (Was~ilee Eakon, June 24,

1980).

Longstanding Russian occupation of the area is well documented:
-r: I

\

••• a . Russian~American trad1ng"~ ~?st .~a.~:,est~b~ished
by 'Vasl1ly Malakov at Nulato:~"(jn.··:the"Yukon·.:·\35 'miles.
above' Kaltag, the. eastet1.ijtet:minU8·.'ofthe~p(J.rtage.
As:.long':~ th~,;:~tagportage:~e~:ltl~c1·:;un.d1sco~ere,~,
the :i·: RU8Sit9.u;'· 'trading .'>'post8!.:\·~;:,'1()cated~·"·;'ati:::~Nulato,
Unalakleet·:&id(,S~~·i>:.M1ehael,:<, could,"·.not···.itit·e.r.eept .':..the
Natiye tr~l<le•.;~::~(~;\.'~:bt:uary'.~·.183B .•.;~Mal~1t1J()v~,;:crossed
part of the'" Kalt;ag? Portage: ·froDl~'UnalakleetJ~::'to:·,'··the

Yukon terminating at an Indi~I(" village .28
1

miles
below Kaltag. On a second joutneythe next fall,
Malakhov again was· guided bya Lower Koyukon Indian
trader along a portion of the portage . route , this
time terminating 42 miles below Kaltag . on the
Yukon. Malakhov grew suspicious and succeeded in
calculating the actual route of .the portage 'which

. '.. ' ,.iteJ;1U~I¥l~eJ~,~..,n~a;,.~ ~l~!Ul"'M.<{.J:~l\~l~ ;.:' ,~~",:,Ja~~~~,x~~~18:4J •.".
~':-:''''';.;~'.':t'.; '·.}L-'~j·.':':"'l'~:·;t''''~ll~!:.;''.::r.-~.·~j;.Z·'·~· ~*·#};k·\f..:1.)'·(}"~.'{~.·a"~V:'~'"f.·''''''~.·~-r~\~.' \.fiP..$.'~ ,' .. '" .·"'·c~""'.fIl1'.~.;'.':~'lJj<'':..;';';''~.'",'·rr..;·,:':1~;f;~:·".'t·i'.1~.;: ,/.,~.t. ". ~A. ' a'gos 'n"':~' et&rm1.tlea~'.'·j·"r·or,.,,:,,· ue~~·l\.U8S.L~n"" .,' ..... ',..

Americ4n Company' the shortest and most practical
route between Unalakleet and Yukon River--the
traditi~nally native-used Kaltag Portage. This
achievement allowed the Russians to efficiently
transport aiong the portage the furs which they
intercepted at the Nulato post only 35 miles above

11



Kaltag. However, native trade still continued and
the Russians were only partially successful in
breaking the native monopoly (M~chael 1967: 38~ 82,
141).

The Old Woman site was used as a hunting ground. Moose were spot

ted from the summit of Old Woman Mountain and the hunting camp was

at the base of the eastern slope. It is said that an old Woman was

killed at the base of that slope by an avalanche as well as an army

man, years later. Native tales relate stories of ghosts inhabiting

Old Woman cabin. TIle ghost of the old woman reportedly has the

ability to change her shape and take the form of various animals

(Henry Nashalook, Unalakleet, Alaska,'June 13, 1980). The ghost,

it is said, comes around midnight in the dark. However, if one

gets to the cabin before dark the ghost will not be bothersome

(Wassilee Eakon, Old Woman Mountain, Alaska, June 24, 1980). ,

At least one other ghost has been encountered at the Old Woman

cabin. An Eskimo speaking ghost saved Stanton Katchatag from

freezing to death by repeatedly shouting in Stanton's ear, "Wake up

or you're going to freeze to death!" (Stanton Katchatag, June 9,

1980) •

animals trapped in the area included mink, marten~wolverines,

. ~. . wolves, and beaver. Elk and black bear were hunted (Wassilee Eakon

June 24, 1980).

Winter trails between villages on Norton Sound, between Unalakleet

and Kaltag, along the Yukon and in the McGrath area are frequently

used by local residents on snow machines to reach other settle-
··.1···..:' .;~" .. , ... ;.......'u.,."';:,;.;.~;.: •. ,,.::.. .•.. .•.....::.>.,,:. .... . . '..... -. ()

':J ...",it; '.';:~~~·",,;!';,,~~~~~·;~~~~~~:-;:ment8·,;; hunting,··areaa", .and·trap,·l1nes;";·WAMCA:rS •. :.,:·,<.:,;.?::.>,,

III. INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS

Field investigation of Old Woman Mountain was conducted on July I,
.~

1980, by BIA-ANCSA Field Investigators, LDu Ann Gagne and Steve



Christy. Cooperative Park Studies Unit (CPSU) Archeologists, Pat

Frankish and Bill Sheppard, provided technical assistance. Local

resource person, Wassilee Eakon, provided assistance in locating

and identifying the site on June 24, 1980.

Site boundaries were determined by all personnel following a tran

sected reconnaissance of the site. At the completion of the recon

naissance, any observations pertinent to the site were discussed

and the site boundaries mutually agreed upon.

The site was found to lie within ~SE~NE~, N1.NE~SE~, ~~SE~,

S~~S~, ~S~S~, S~SE~ Section 15, T. 17 S., R. 6 W., Kateel

River Meridian (KRM), Alaska.

The land is flat in this area. There are several oxbow, lakes

formed by meandering streams. Old Woman River, like the Unalakleet

River into which it flows, is a meandering river. Old Woman cabin

is slumping into a meander of Old Woman River and is on a point of

land that has been cut-off to the south by an old oxbow lake that

has rej oined Old Woman R1ver.,

Old Woman Mountain (e1e. 825 feet) is southwest of the cabins and

the site survey. It· is the, only prominent, topograph~~ feature in

the area except for a: 605 foot peak, one mi1eto the east. Only

Old Woman Mountain could be seen frOm the Point of Beginning (POB)

as the river is wooded with spruce and willows. Tundra and tall

grasses predominate the ground vegetation.

Between the cabin and the dog barn (approximately 400 feet to the

,;··~~~~;;,·';:~\;Yn.'·tiorthea8t):·,theref<werei~found'remnant8.;}J.Of.i,,~th~::i-tel~gr~ph~l1.-ne,·"~:;~i:#>;{~\f;"i';;;<y.:...

A piece of wire, apparentIy part of a trap line, was found on the

site between the cabin .and the dog barn.

Land use conflicts affecting the Old Woman site are: Public Land
J

Order 5654, withdrawal public purpose, Unalakleet River, affecting

13



Section 15; Public Land Order 5250, Aid of Legistration and class1

fication,.U~alakleetRiver, affecting Section 15.

The site is divided into three parcels. Parcel A, containing the

dog barn, is the larges t of the parcels.. Parcel B is a small (.2

of an acre) parcel, containing the musher cabin. Parcel C encloses

Old Woman Mountain and was not surveyed on the ground due to its

great size. Legal descriptions for the parcels are in Appendix B.

IV. SUMMARY

The Old Woman site AA-I0692, located along the Kaltag Portage, has

been well used throughout history by 1) the Indian-Eskimo subsist

en~e traders; 2) Russian-American fur trade in the 1830's; 3~ mail

mushers of the late 1800's; 4) the tum of the century telegraph

route; and 5) hunters and trappers up to the present day.

The remnants of the mail mushers' cabin and Old Woman cabin were

found to be located beside the Kaltag trail. Remnants of a tele

,graph line'were found on the site.

'Historically, the summit of Old Woman Mountain has been used as a
. ;.; .

~ookout 'f~~r spotting game. particularly moose., There are legends

connected with Old Woman Mountain regarding the ghosts of people

that died in avalanches there.

A reasonable buffer zone has been included in the site survey to

include all of the cultural features such as cabin, dog barn and
-;,).,.::"~,,;:,,,. ";!i-i:f".'~~~~':Ltt;f~legraph\{reul11.an'ts within-~,;the,·,boundaries.·

Old Woman Mountain ~ite, located along the historic Kaltag Portage,

was used by both indigenous Natives and by peoples of .European de

scent. The Old Woman dog musher cabin served as an important link

in the route from Kaltag, through Unalakleet to Nome. The tele-
.J

graph line which had been thought to be completely destroyed or re-

moved is still found on the Old Woman site.

14



Native lore commemorates Old Woman Mountain. those who died on its

slopes. and, those that are said to inhabit the site of the mushers

cabin in spirit form.

The site as surveyed and protracted comprises approximately 95.8

acres (Parcels A. B. and C). 'including the buffer zone provided for

in Title 43. Code of Federal Regulations.
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APPENDIX B

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

B1M IlAA-10692

PARCEL A

A parcel of land located within ~S~N~, ~~SE~ Section 15, T. 17 S.,

R. 6 W., Kateel River Meridian (KRM), Alaska. The site is more specifi

cally described as follows:

Beginning at the point of beginning (POB), latitude 64°00' 58"N., longi

tude 159°48' 32"W., designated as Corner 1 (C-l), marked with two 5/8

inch aluminum alloy rods extending above the ground, aluminum site tag

attached, referenced to the following:

Reference A: S. 36°W. to Old Woman Mountain located in the ~S~ Sec

tion 15, T. 17 S., R. 6 W., KRM, Alaska;

Reference B:

Reference C:

S. 86°E. ,26 feet to a 6 inch diameter, blazed, 60 feet

tall, birch tree;

S. 42°E.--, 21 feet to a 5 inch diameter, bl.aeed , 30 feet

tall, willow tree;

Thence S. 44oW., 57 feet to Corner 2 (C-2), marked with a 5/8 inch alu

minum alloy rod extend~ng above ground;

Thence southeasterly along the meander of the left bank of a stream, 591
:,,:;:,,~. \4~~~?~t-." ..':~::.~J ~~_i~.~",·> ,~~ ..-.L:,/ ".<"; '.":"'~':, .....'~f.;.-,r: >,.- ::~-,...'" L J'I ~~ "':";",,'" -'~:~": .: .'';~':->' ;', ~: ,- " :: -,.:~ .'~ -:.,"; . -».... "'; J:" '-.,' ' ,._:", >~ ,.-'- '-:', -.:';-', ". . ,.'" -:~: -.
-'feet -"to"'Corner 3-'( C;"3l"mark:ed -with an"uwid.nUm:: alloy rod extending above

the ground;

Thence N. 14°E•• 599 feet to Corner 4 (C-4) marked." with two 5/8 inch

aluminum alloy rods extending above the ground;

16
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Thence northwesterly along the meander of the left bank of a stream, 880

feet to the POB~

The site described contains approximately 5.6 acres.

17

J



... . ~ .

APPENDIX B

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

BLM IlAA-10692

PARCEL B

A parcel of land located,within ~SE%NE%, ~~SE~ Section 15, T. 17 S.t
. I

R. 6 W., Kateel River Meridian (KRM), Alaska. The site is more specifi-

cally described as follows:

Beginning at the point of beginning (POB) which is on the left bank of

an off-shoot of Old Woman River southwest of Parcel A, site AA-I0692,

designated as Corner 1 (C-1), marked with a 5/8 inch aluminum alloy rod

extending above the ground, referenced to the following;

Reference A: S. 40oW. to Old Woman Mountain located in Section 15, T.

17 S., R. 6 W., KRM, Alaska;

Reference B: N. 74°W. to Old Woman River;

Thence N. 78°W., 239 feet to Corner 2 (C-2), marked' with a 5/8 inch alu

minum alloy rod extending above ,the ,ground;

Thence southeasterly 204 feet, then northeasterly 180 feet, along the

meander of a stream to the point of beginning.

The site described contains approximately .2 acre •
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APPENDIX B

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

BLM IlAA-10692

PARCEL C

A parcel of land located within ~NWl",SE%, S~NE%S~, ~SE%SW\t;, S~SE~

Section 15, T. 17 S., R. 6 W., KRM, Alaska. The site is more specifi

cally described as follows:

Beginning at the point of beginning (POB) which is the northeastern cor

ner of the SE~~SE% Section 15, T. 17 S., R. 6 W., KRM, designated as

Corner 1 (C-1) which is unmonumentedj

Thence N. 90oW., 1980 feet to Corner 2 (C-2) which is unmonumented;

Thence S. OoW., 1980 feet to Corner 3 (C-3) which is unmonumentedj

Thence N. 90oE., 1980 feet to Corner 4 (C-4) which is unmonumentedj

Thence N. OOE., 1980 feet to the POB.

The site described contains approximately 90 acres.

c
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APPENDIX C

SURVEY FORMAT

B1M IlAA-10692

This survey was conductea,on July It 1980, following a transected recon-.
naissance of the site. BIA-ANCSA personnel determined the site bounda-

ries.

All true bearings were obtained with a Silva Ranger 15-T compass decli

nated 210 east. All distances were measured with a 100 foot Lufkin

fiberglass tape.

The corners of the site were marked with 5/8 inch aluminum alloy rods
, i

driven to the point of resistance with sufficient portion extending

above ground as monuments. Each monument has been cited and described

in Appendix B.
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APPENDIX G
:BLM flAA-10692

PHOTOGRAPHY RECORD FORM

PHOTOGRAPHER(S}:' ~L~.~G~a~g~ne~ __

ROLL( S)II: -..;;;..1 _

'FRAME I

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

DATE(S): June 29, 1980

VIEW

N

N

','
1-.'. ,-,

INFORMATION

Site Identification

Rock cairn atop Old Woman Mt.

Parcels A & B from summit of, Old
Woman Mountain (View #1) ,

. Parcels A & B frqm summit of Old
Woman Mt. (View #2)

Stone arrangement on summit of Old
Woman Mt.

Inscription on Old Woman cabin
reads: OLD WOMAN-8 MILES TO
UNALAKLEET '.

. '~

Site ID. i:

.. s-,

("'
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APPENDIX G
BLM flAA-l0692

PHOTOGRAPHY RECORD FORM

PHOTOGRAPHER( S-):' .....;;;.8;..• ....;C~h;,;;;.r,;;;.is;..t~y _

ROLL(S)U: ~1 _

DATE(S): July 1. 1980

INFORMATION

From POB to" Old Woman Mt.

From POB to '; mushers cabin

Blazed willow

Blazed willow
~~: '!: .

POB to C-2 '.
'/: \.

'i-'

'0 .• , ••

Mushers cabin (Old'Woman cabin)

•

(
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UNITED STAn:.s
DEPARnlENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND ~tANAGEMENT

FORM..APPROVED
OMS NO. <l2-RI652

-I
1. Name

SERING SnUdTS NATIVE COHPORATlON
P. O. BOX 10eS

2. Specify type of s e lcct ion
[] Surface rind subsurface estate (43 CFR 2652)o Subsurface es tat e only (Lieu Selections: 43 CFR 2652)
[J Surface and subsurface estate (Cemetery Sites; 43 CFR 2653)
C_d'Surface and subsurface estate (Historical Places; 43 CFR 2653)

3a. Give written legal description of lands requested Iattach separate sheet.

-7'-/'7 ".s' /~;) ,~~., /c/

-'./ r«:........5(c.... }: (; ,. J .J ../

"

if necess ary)

"'.

..........

._.._-------~- ------------------------------------
b. List U.S.C.S. quadrangle maps used to portray requested lands

c. Have you attached a copy of each map? []Yes [J No

4. Indicate land usc and occupancy [J Occupied GJ.Unoccupiedo Mining Claimo Entryman
G]..Native Use
[J Other (specify)

5. Indjc at e Ent it le mcru [acrc s ),.
... , • I ."" • _ • .". <...

Total Ent it le rne nt

------~

Previously Filed This A pplic at ion

6. Give numerical preference, if selection application is filed pursuant to Sec. 2652.3(f) of the regulations

7. Authority for signature ilAttached Cd' Previously filed in Serial No.

I CERTIFY That the statements made herein are true , complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief
a nd are made in good faith .

.,~.'
"

..~/
.z···· .... ;............... _.,-r »-..__.
(Signature) (Title)

/ :) ./<)'/~ 5'
(Date)

Title 18 U.S.C. Sect ion 1001, makes it II crime for an>' person knowingly and willfully to make to any department or agp.ncy of the
Un it ed SUtes 3ny {ab,e. fictitious. or frnudulent statements or representations as to any matte' within its jurisdiction.

Fonn 2650-1 (Ju~e 197.3)

/68
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NAME: Old Woman Mountain

Old Wornan 1vlountain has been used continuously ~~'~,'.-:'

by the people in the area as a landmark. Rising1~~F
to a height of I, 400 feet, the mountain stands ~~~:~

alone in the Unalakleet river flats, providing ~.~{J

both direction and orientation to travelers on C:z,,':'
the Unalakleet river valley. ~~~?:'

"

SIGNIF lCA NeE: Old \tVoman Mountain is significant for three rea
so ns : it use as a landmark, its inclusion in the
oral literature and its contribution to the early
Alaskan cornmunication systems.

Recorded in the oral literature are two stories
about the mountain. The first story expla in s
how the mountain was named to commemorate
an old woman who died as a result of an ava
lanche. The second story ominously warns
that a person who climbs to the summit will
sicken and'd ic ,

The third significant feature of Old Woman Moun
tain is its role in the early co rnrnun i c at io ns net
work. Located near the base of the Mountain is
Old Woman cabin which was u s e d as a resting
place by the dog mushing mail carriers of the
early 20th century. At the peak of the moun
tain is.a telegraph station which linked the vil
lage of Unalakleet with other parts of the state.

More information on Old Woman mountain and
its significance will be attached to this state
ment at a later date.
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Anthropology and Historic Preservation
Cooperative Park Studies Unit

University of Alaska'
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

." I '\
. I

IN REPLY REFER TO:

March 18, 1981

Larry Cooper
Bureau of Indian Affairs
ANCSA Projects Office
P.O. Box 42267
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Mr. Cooper:

Enclosed is the National Park Service, Cooperative Park Studies Unit
submission of our findings regarding the below listed site for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs final certification document.

Old Woman Mountain I AAI0682

As required by the ANCSA 14(h) Rules and Regulations (43 CFR 2653.5) the
Anthropologists from the Cooperative Park Studies Unit, representing the
National Park Service, have surveyed and documented the site in the

lii~V...
field, gathered ethnohistoric information from knowledgeable local
residents and researched archival and library sources.

The research staff has assessed the evidence for significance and on the
basis of their research found that this site meets the criteria for
significance as stated in the Rules and Regulations.

More in-depth information about the site and its significance appears in
the National Register nomination form on file with this office, the
Bureau of Indian Affair5~ the State Historic Preservation Officer's
Office and the appropriate Native Corporations.

Sincerely yours,

~~.-
Chief, Anthropology and

~O\..UT'OiV Historic Preservation
~~~~cCooperative Park Studies Unit
~ ~
0( ~

~ ~B/im
'%b- ~~ncl osure
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Site Name: Old Woman Mountain AAI0692

Anthropologist: William L. Sheppard, Cooperative Park Studies Unit (CPSU),
University of Alaska, Fairbanks.

Old Woman Mountain qualifies under the Rules and Regulations (43 CFR 2653.5)

for ANCSA 14(h)(l) selection by Bering Straits Native Corporation. The site

is located about 50 km east-northeast of Unalakleet, Alaska. CPSU field

investigation of the site was conducted June 30, July 1, and August 6, 1980, in

cooperation with BIA-ANCSA field personnel. The site is divided into' three

parcels: A, B, and C. Parcels A and B contain features associated with the

site's use as a shelter cabin and mail carrier's cabin. The most important

features in this area were the collapsed remains of the mail carrier's cabin and

the somewhat better preserved remains of a dog barn, located not far from the

mail carrier's cabin. Our field investigation also revealed several pits and

a cast iron stove clustered inthe southeast corner of Parcel A. These are

believed to be associated with the site's use as a telegraph station. This

area was tested, yielding remains that indicate an 1890 date or later. Parcel

C includes the northern slopes and summit of Old Woman Mountain. In this area

we found 12 features related to the use of the mountain top as a hunting lookout.

Additionally, at the base of the mountain we found a recent moose hunting

campsite.

Old Woman Mountain is intimately associated with the history of Kaltag

Portage. The Kaltag Portage was a traditional travel route between Unalakleet

on the Norton Sound coast and K~ltag in the interior. Trade along this route was

very important to both the Eskimos and Indians because it enabled each side to

obtain products that were otherwise not available in their own environment.

During the historic period it became a route along which more exotic goods were



Site Name: Old Woman Mountain AAI0692

Anthropologist: William L. Sheppard, Cooperative Park Studies Unit (CPSU),
University of Alaska, Fairbanks.

Old Woman Mountain qualifies under the Rules and Regulations (43 CFR 2653.5)

for ANCSA 14(h)(1) selection by Bering Straits Native Corporation. The site

is located about 50 km east-northeast of Unalakleet, Alaska. CPSU field

investigation of the site was conducted June 30, July 1, and August 6, 1980, in

cooperation with BIA-ANCSA field personnel. The site is divided into' three

parcels: A, B, and C. Parcels A and B contain features associated with the

site's use as a shelter cabin and mail carrier's cabin. The most important

features in this area were the collapsed remains of the mail carrier's cabin and

the somewhat better preserved remains of a dog barn, located not far from the

mail carrier's cabin. Our field investigation also revealed several pits and

a cast iron stove clustered inthe southeast corner of Parcel A. These are

believed to be associated with the site's use as a telegraph station. This

area was tested, yielding remains that indicate an 1890 date or later. Parcel

C includes the northern slopes and summit of Old Woman Mountain. In this area

we found 12 features related to the use of the mountain top as a hunting lookout.

Additionally, at the base of the mountain we found a recent moose hunting

campsi te ,

Old Woman Mountain is intimately associated with the history of Kaltag

Portage. The Kaltag Portage was a traditional travel route between Unalakleet

on the Norton Sound coast and Ka~tag in the interior. Trade along this route was

very important to both the Eskimos and Indians because it enabled each side to

obtain products that were otherwise not available in their own environment.

During the historic period it became a route along which more exotic goods were



exchanged, such as ~iberian reindeer hides, tobacco and iron. Thus, the Kaltag

Portage had inter-regional as well as local importance to Eskimos and Indians

in western Alaska. In later years, the Kaltag Portage has had continued

importance as a telegraph and mail route and as a segment of the well-known

Iditarod Trail.

Historical records suggest that Old Woman Mountain was a traditional

stopping place for Native travelers along th.e Kaltag Portage. Early European

explorers were guided across the portage by Eskimos and Indians and several

reported camping at Old Woman Mountain on their way. In early 1843, Zagoskin

camped in the vicinity of the latter-day cabin. Zagoskin recorded a vivid

description of the mountain wh.ich he called by the Indian name, Tstsyteska and

also the Russian name, Veselaya. The fact that the place already had a Russian
r,

place name indicates that the site may already have been important to the

Russian traders in St.Michael and Nulato. In November 1866, Frederick Whymper

and other members of the Western Union Telegraph Expedition camped near Old

Woman Mountain. Ayear later, William Dall, another member of the expedition,

again camped at Old Woman Mountain. Pere Julius Jette,.a missionary in Nulato,

noted that the Indians described Old Woman Mountain as a stopping place on the

portage. Old Woman Mountain did not have the importance of nearby Ulukuk

Village as a way station for travelers, but it does seem to have been a place

people knew about and used when circumstances required it.

When the government located a telegraph station at Old Woman Mountain,

it formalized the site's role in Kaltag Portage travel. Between late October 1900

and late March 1901, a contingent of the U.S. Signal Corps labored to build a
. ,

telegraph line between Unalakleet and Old Woman Mountain. The Old Woman site

for a station was 'apparently planned in advance. One of the first uses of the
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newly constructed telegraph line was to report the death of Pvt. Watson in

an avalanche at Old Woman Mountain, an event that figures in stories told about

the mountain. It is not clear when the telegraph station was last used, although

it was in use when Hudson Stuck stopped there in 1915.

Concurrent with the completion of the Unalakleet-Old Woman leg of the tele

graph line, a man named Samuelson built a cabin at Old Woman Mountain. This

probably was the mail carrier's cabin there. It was used for almost 30 years,

until the beginning of air mail service in western Alaska. During this period and

afterward, the cabins at Old Wdman Mountain made the location an important

way station for portage travelers as well as hunters and trappers.

Outside of the historical dimension, Old Woman Mountain is associated

with stories and religious beliefs of Eskimos and Indians. The mountain was

originally named after an old woman who preished in an avalanche on the eastern

slope of the mountain and is said to continue to haunt the mountain today. One

Unalakleet man told us that the woman's spirit had the ability to transfer

itself into animals and other forms. Similarly, Jette recorded that the

mountain's name may have been related to an Indian myth about an old woman who

could transform herself into a bear (the name, Sestsika, means a brown, black bear).

The Signal Corps Privat~who died at Old Woman Mountai~ is also said to haunt the

area, although more benevolently. According to Jette, there was a religious

aspect to Old Woman Mountain. He noted that some Indians would make offerings

of food to a mysterious being when they passed the mountain.

The people of Unalakleet have used Old Woman Mountain for a variety of

subsistence activities throughout this century. One of the most important

functions has been as a fall moose hunting site. Hunters would use the

mountain top as a lookout, spot moose in the valley below, and either camp on the
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mountain top or at, its base. This use has continued ,throughout the memory of one

of the oldest residents in Unalakleet. Hunters and trappers have also used the

old mail carrier's cabin and dog barn as base camps for.activities around the

mountain. Today they still camp nearby.

Old Woman Mountain fulfills the definition of a "historical piace" as set

forth in the Rules and Regulations (43 eFR 2653.0-5(b)). The site fonns a

distinguishable tract of land that is associated with events that have made

significant contributions'to the history of the people of Bering Strait, that

is associated importantly with Native historical or cultural events or persons,

and that was subject to sustained historical Native activity. Further, Old

Woman Mountain possesses integrity of location, setting, feeling and association.

Old Woman Mountain is significant 1.n two areas as outlined by the Rules

and Regulations (43 eFR 2653.5). (I) Old Woman has outstanding and demonstrably

enduring symbolic value in the traditions and cultural beliefs and practices

of Alaskan Eskimos (43 eFR 2653.5{d){2)). The use of Old Woman Mountain is

intimately associated with the history of the Kaltag Portage, a trade and travel

route that has been important to the people of western Alaska for hundreds of

years. Old Woman Mountain is also associated with several myths and stories.

These associations point toward the site's importance in the spiritual and

cosmological beliefs of the'people of this area. Old Woman Mountain has also

been an important subsistence site for many years and continues to be important

to the people of Unalakleet today. (2) Old Woman Mountain has yielded and is

demonstrably likely to yield information important to the history of the Norton

Sound area. The site has already provided information about historic use of

the Kaltag Portage and about the mythological history of the Unalakleet area.
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The historic remains _a~ Old Woman Mountain, as well as potential subsurface

remains, may contribute further to the history of this area.

Because Old Woman Mountain has significance and meets the criteria for

14(h)(1) sites as defined by the Rules and Regulations, it qualifies as a

historic site and should be certified for selection by Bering Straits Native

Corporation under ANCSA 14(h)(1).



1. SITE NO.

"1T=: NO.

ABBRE\'IATED ANCSA 14(h)(1) SITE SURVEY FORJ.1

Anthropology and Historic Preservation
Cooperative Park Studies Unit

University of Alaska
Fairbanks, Alaska -

I I • SITE ~A.t-.1£

fA10692

A. BU-I Serial No.M10692
B.. State AHRS No.------
C. Other, specifYBSNC 168

III. SITE LOCATION

A. Common 01d ~Iana n 'Mounta i n
B. NativeSestsika (Jette 'ms.)
Co Non-native------D. Variations------
E. Translation large black bear

or bear guts

A. Regional Corporation Bering Stra its Native Corporation
B. T\~P * RANGE * SECTION': * ~IERIDIAt\ *

-:---~:-----------* 1/4 of the * 1/4 of the * 1/4 of Section *---- ------Co USGS Quad Norton Bay A-2
o. Long i tude/Latitude Longi tude159°48 I 321La'ti tude 64°00 158"

Map Sc~le: 1 :63,360
E. HO\i the si t e was reached: ..-.;..;.H~e_11-.,;·c....;;o......p_t...;;.e_r _

IV 0 LAND STATUS

A. (]Within 11 .(a) (1)
B. ()Regional Deficiency
C.[]D-l
D.(]Existing Wildlif~~Refuge

E.[)Existing National Forest
F. [)Additions to l~ildlife Refuge

v, ENVI RON~tE~T

G. 0-2
1. [JProposed Park
2. ~Proposed Nild

and Scenic River?
3. [)Proposed Forest
4. [)Pioposed Wildlife

Refuge
H. [)Other, specify _

A. Description of site setting, landforms and other topographic features.
Old Woman Mountain is1 km south of the mouth of Old Woman River, approxi

mately 50 km (air distance) east-northeast of the village of Unalakleet. The
site includes two topographically distinct segnents divided into three parcels,
A, Band C. Parcels A and B are on the east side of Old Woman River, about 200 m
northeast of the mountain. 1 This area averages not more than 2 m above the river
level and is generally unifonn topographically. A drainage channel flows north
east from the river toward an oxbow remnant north of the site. This channel

(see continuation sheet)

*Parce1s A & B: S 1/2, SE 1/4, NE 1/4; N 1/2, N 1/4, SE 1/4 Sec. 15, T 17S, R 6W.

Parcel C: S 1/2, NH 1/4, SE 1/4; SE 1/4, NE 1/4, SW 1/4'; E 1/2, SE 1/4, SW 1/4; SW 1/4,
SE 1-/4 Sec. 15, T 17S, R 6W, Ka tee1 Ri ver Meri dian.
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B. Ecosystem
1. [)~1oist Tundra 2. []\~et Tundra 3. C()Alpine Tundra (Parcel C)
4. [)High Brush 5. [)Coastal Western Hemlock-Sitka Spruce Forest
6.[]Bottoml~nd Spruce-Poplar 7. []~ow Brush, Muskeg, Bog
8.[]Upland Spruce Hardwood 9. k)Lowland Spruce-Hardwood

{Parc.el s A and B1
"This refers to a n-amed ecosystem as indicated on the Joint. Federal-
State Land Use Pla~ning Commission Map. If the site is located
within an ecosystem which is like a small island within an area of
another major ~cosystem, this should b~ noted.

C. Si te Vegetation- Parcel A is dcntna ted by black spruce and al ders and
willows interspersed in v~ying ratios. Preas along the bor der s of watercourses
are dominated by al ders and willows. In three areas of the site where cul tural
activity has taken pl ece, the ground is covered with tall disturbance grasses and
young bl ack spruce that cl early represent second growth. In other areas where the
spruce forest is approaching "c l tmax ," very little vegetation is found underneath
the trees.

Old Woman Mpunta in is vegetated with an al pine tundra conmunity canposed almost
entirely of lichens. ,A few places on the sunmit support larger vegetation such as
VI. SITE DESCRIPTIOt\ (see continuation sheet)

A. Type
1. [)Archeo]ogical-Precontact
2. 00 Archeologi cal- Pas tcontact
3. ~Other, specify myth or story si te

B. Definition
1.[)Village 10. [)Signal Site (Navigational
2. ~] Camp Landmark)
3. [)Single dwel l i.ng 11. ~]Trail .
4. [] Cache 12. [] Min i.ng Camp-.
5. [)Single non-dwelling 13. [)Battle Site .
6. []Homestead .," 14. []Materia1 Source vf f l mt , -red
7.&]Lookout paint, copper, etc.), specify
8. [] Cemetery
9.kJSacred Place 15. k)Site associated with stories

(other than cemetery)

16. Other, specify (caribou fence, fish weir, mail cabin, reindeer
herder's cabin, ceremonial grounds, roadhouse, fur farm, cave,
trade route, pictograph, petroglyph, e t c . ) mail cabin/shelter
cabin, telegr aph station

C. Description of Features and Structures at the Site

1. [ ] House pits

2. [X) Cache pits---Three pits were found that represent either cache or
dis pasa 1 pits . On e pit i s que s t i 0nab1e a s to human or igin.
Feature A: 4 m long by 1.5 m wide by 60 cm deep. Looks man made, but no direct

ev idence.

A '}
(see cant. sheet)



,TE NO. AA10692

CONTINUATION SHEET

1Itern No. V, A' and Vif r; ,

(Description-V sA-cont.)

Page No.------

divides Parcels A and B. Also in the northern section .of this area, a creek
flows northwest along the edge of Parcel A, intersecting the abovanentioned
drainage channel at the northern-most point of the site. To the south, another
creek f1 ows into 01 d Woma n River from the southea st rna rki ng the southern boun
dary of Parcel A. Parcel B is essentially an island of higher ground segre
gated fran other areas of higher ground on the north by an intennittent flood
channel and on the south and east by the active channel flowing to the north-
e est , Old Woman River is steadily eroding away the bank on its west side.

The northeast end of Old Woman 'Mountain constitutes Parcel C. This in
cludes the mountaintop and slopes as 'well as portions of the east and west
banks of Old Woman River. Old Wanan Mountain is a narrow ridge about 600 m
wide that extends north from Uluqsruq Mountain. It rises about 200 m above
the level of Old Woman River. The north and east faces are steep talus slopes,
while the western slopes are much more gradua 10 The sunmit 1ies near the
northern end wi th the mounta intop forming a narrow table sloping north and
west.

(Site Vegetation-V~~cont.)

small willows, dwarf birch, and grasses. The "biomass" of the lichen canmunity
varies a great deal depending on the slope and shelter from wind. The west side
of the mountain supports the most robust community, while the ground cover on the
top of the mountain is much thinner. The steep slopes on the east face support
vir tua 11 y no vegeta ti on.
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SITE NO. M10692

CONTINUATION SHEET

1Page No.-------Item No. VI,C-2

(Cache Pits, cant.)

Feature B: 1.6 m long by 70 cm wide by 40 cm deep.
Feature D: 1 m long by 70 cm wide by 55 cm deep.

(For further description, see other continu~ion sheets)



''1'1: NO. AAJUb~L

. of Features and Structures at the Site(cont'd.)c. DescriptJon

3 . [ l l-1i ddens

4. [ ] Flake scatter·

s. [Xl Above-ground structu~es

Feature E: Dog barn constructed of logs, 5.1 m square, originally aobut 2.5 m tall,
contains seven stalls for dogs.

Feature G: Mail carrier's cabin/shelter.· Constructed of logs, 5 m long, minimun
3 m wide, minirriun 2 m tall. Cabin is being eroded into Old Wanan River.

6. [ ] Cemetery

7. [X] Other - Feature C: Cast tron stove. Associated with features A,B&D.
- Feature H: Possible telegraph ·po1e. Dimensions uncertain. Associated with feature
- Possiti1e subnerged bridge rtma ins , no feature rumber , Approximate dimensions 1 by 2

Made of t\"vQ parallel logs. (see c ont , sheet)

VII. CONDITION OF SITE

A. Present Use (indica~e all that apply)
1. [)Cornmunity residences
2. []Family residences
3. []Individual residence
4.gJSubsistence .
S. [J~[ining
6 ~ [JReligious
7. []Continuous
S.gJSeasonal
9. [)Occupied
lO.~JUnoccupied ~~
11. []Other, specify __1 _

B. Disturbance by Cultura~.Activity

1. (JConstruction
2. [JPot-hunting or unsystematic artifact collecting
3. (] Vandalism
4. [)Reuse of Materials
S.[)Archecrlogical excavation or testing
6. [)Other --.- _

C. Disturbance by' Natural Processes
1.I~Ruined or deteriorated structures (weathering)
2.~;Erosion

3. []Deposition
4. []Channel shifting
s. []Other _
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CONTINUATION SHEET

1Iten No. VI,C-7

(Ot~er, cant.)

Pa rce 1 C fea tures

Page No.------

A2.- Recent hearth with scatter of debris surrounding it.

82 - ~all wind shelter, 3 m by 1 m, consists of a slightly hollowed area on
the lee side of a willow thicket with rocks piled on the north and east
sides.

C2 - Rock cairn, 40 cm tall, 75 an wide, several tin cans shoved inside cracks.
Possibly USGS reference point.

02 - Small fire-reddened area, approx. 30 em diameter.

E2 - Watch post or lookout seat, consists of a shallow hollowed area, 1 m
diameter.

F2 - ~~atch post, hollowed area 1 m by 2 m, rocks piled 20 cm high along all
sides.

G2 - ~all ca irn, possibly a seat, approx. 30 em base 15 cm high.

H2 Small cairn virtually identical to G2.
12 - Wa tch post, sha11 ow hal e 50 em diameter, roc ks pi 1ed around the edg e.

J2 - Small hole or watch post similar to 12 except 30 an diameter and several
meters from slope edge.

K2 - Identical to J2.

L2 - Hearth area: shallow, hollow, 3 m diameter; fire\\Ood and tin cans
around perimeter, fire-reddened area in center.

M2 - Moose hunting camp,.consists of hearth, possible wall tent frame, and
large debris scatter; located at base of east slope.
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o•. Probable FULure Destruction or Disturbance
l.~~Yes 2. (]No 3. []Cul tural 4. lXlNatural

Addi~10nal Comment -
~bo~t on7 hal f~:,~f:f~atu'r,e' G,. has been ca.rried away by the river and the rema inder
1s vinmed la te l~_~~t"hteat ened,'

• ~~:. e•••

VIII. SUBSURFACE TESTING

A. Test
1. ~Yes 2. [J No

B. Accession No. AA10692-l (Contains several.unpIovenienced items from one
shovel probe.)

Findings
l.[]features
2.&)artifact
3.[]s~erile

4. [Jother _

D.C. Met.hod
l.[]test pit
2. 00 shovel probe*
3. [)auger core
4. f)other .

*Feature 0 was tested by shovel probe-wlth positive results.
Feature F - C rcular pit, 1 m diameter, 35 cm deep. Associated with Feature E. 'Features

r!'.t ~&N1A&wc5r:LE~qtjt!Usated in one area in association with Feature C.

A. Collection
1. [JYes 2.. ltlNo"

B. Accession No.

Q

. X•.. EVALUATION
."s- ,

A. Cultural-Temporal Placement i .
10 Cultural Affiliation (it known)

a. ~JEsk~mo, specify Unal igmiut, Mal imjyt, Qawiaram;ut
b. ~;lndian, specify Portage India ns - Koyukon sub-group
c. [] Aleu t , spec i;t"Y' ~~--:-:--=---="-:----=--.::- ~_-_-_-
d.:~Non-native, ~pecify U.S. Signal Corps, American and Lapp mail

carri ers
2. Time Placement (if ~nown)

a·f~l920-l9S0

b.t1l900-l919
c.t818S0-1899
d.~~1800-1849
e. [) 17.00-1799
f.[]1400-l699
g.[]Other, specify ~--------------------

3. Evidence for Time Placement (state geological evidence,
botanical evidence, cultural evidence, etc.)

Historical records and information suppl ied by knowl edgeable
elders from Unalakleet.
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B. ~laj or Economi c Act i vi ty
l·&lHunt i ng
2.[)Fishing
3·&lTr appi ng
4. []Reindeer herding
S.[]Mining -
6.~10ther, specify ~c~am~p~in~g~s~i~t~e ___
7.[]None

·S.[]Unknown

c. Ethnographic Summary

PLEASE NOTE

Some of the information in this section comes from taped interviews
made for the CPSU-AHP 14(h)(1) Project. Researchers gathered this material
to document site significance and local history as required under provisions
of ANCSA 14(h)(1). Interviewees made these tapes with the understanding that
the tapes were not for publication or general circulation; according to the

'Privacy Act of 1974, transcripts cir.notes made directly from the tapes cannot _.- 
be used outside the 14(h)(1) Program without permission from CPSU and from
those interviewed.

Old Woman Mountain has been used throughout this century for a variety of sub
sistence activities, all of which represent enduring ·site features. One of the most
important uses has been as a fall moose 'hunting site. Hunters will spot moose from
the mountain top and then stalk the animals in the valley below. Sanetimes the hun
ters will camp on the mounta in top, but most of the time they camp a t the ba se of
the mountain. Peopl e fran Unalakleet also have hunted bear and a v e-iety of fur
bearers near the mountain. In the past, these hunters often used the mail carrier's
cabin or the dog barnas a camp. rod~y, they camp nearby, Besides using the old
cabins as hunting camps, these structures have a long history of use as shelter
cabins for travelers. .

Another important aspect of this site is its association with stories and
myths. The mountain was orig·ina11y named after· an old \\Otmn who perished 'in an
avalanche on the eastern slope and is said to continue to haunt the area. Some people
say the \\Oman was an Eskimo, others ma inta in she was an Indian. One man tol d us tha t
the wo~an's spirit has the ability to transform itself into animals and other forms.
In 1901 a soldier stationed at OrQ·'Wanan·Mountain died in an avalanche in the same
location. This man is also said to haunt the place, although his spirit seems to
have benevolent aspects, tncl ud inq saving a man from freezing to death at Old Woman
cabin by waking him up. Koutsky (1975) reported that she was told that it was death
to c1 imb to the top of Old Woman r~ountain. Actually, this appears to be a story
associated with a nearby hill, Old Wanan's Baby. In the past, it is said that a
noxious gas emitted from the top of the hill \\Ouldkill any people woo climbed to the
sunmit. Now, it is apparently safe to climb the .h1ll . ..

Historical record~ referring to Old Woman Mountain have significant time depth.
In early 1843 Zagoskin camped in the vicinity of the latter day cabin location, on
the right bank of Old Wanan River. He considered the mountain interesting enough to
record its description in his journal. He refers to the mountain as Tstsytseka, a
name given to it by the Indians after the nearby Unalakleet River, and also by the
Russian name, Vesa1aya (Zagoskin 1967). In November 1866, Frederick Whymper and
other members of the Western Union Telegraph Expedition camped near Old Wormn Mountain,
Whymper referred to the mountain as Versola Sofka (Whymper 1868); a -year later, W.H.
Da11, another manber of the expedt t ion, again camped at this spot. From an earl ier
vis it 0111 recorded a descri pti on of the rrountaina 1mo st identic a1 to Zagoskin IS

(Dall 1970). The repeated use of this locality by early explorers guided by Natives
suggests that it may have been a cmmon camoina site for people in the area.

(see continuation sheet)
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CONTINUATION SHEET

1Page No. _Item No. X,3-C

(Ethnographic Sunmary, cont.)

Jette recorded Old Woman Mounta in in hi s manuscript, On the GeCXjr aphical
names of the Ten's (Jette n.d.). He notes two very interesting things. First,
he records the local ity as a stopping place for travel ers on the portage, which
vould tend to confirm the contention that Old Wonan was a traditional stopping
place. Second, he notes that there' were religious or mythological associa
tions with the site. One person Jette talked to implied that the nane of the
site was related to a myth about an old \\Oman who was changed into a bear.
Thisis i nteresti ng in 1ig ht of the transfonna ti onal a spect at 1east sane
Eskimos have given to the old woman ghost. He a1 so wrote that some indivi-
dual s waul d make offerings to a mysterious being when they passed Old Woman
Mounta i n,

Between late Oc tober 1900 and late March 1901, a contingent of the U.S.
Signal .. Corps labored to construct a tel egraph 1ine between Una1akl eet and Old
Woman Mounta in. The si te at 01 d Woma n Mounta in vas a ppa rently pla nned in
advance as a station. Interestingly, one of the first uses of the newly con
structed telegraph 1ine was to report the death of Private Watson in the April
2 avalanche, an event that later figured importantly in the mythology associ
ated with the mountain (Bureau of Education 1901). Although it is not clear
when the telegraph line was last used, explorer-priest Hudson Stuck wrote of
visiting the station in operation during the winter of. 1915. Oddly, Stuck
noted a structure on the mountain top, something that "is neither recalled by
1oca1 people or evidenced by any rena ins (Stuc k 1916).. .

Concurrent with the completion of theUna l ak1eet-Old Wanan leg of the
telegraph line, a man named samuelson built a cabin at Old WJman (Bureau of
Education 1901). This probably represents the first mail carrier's cabin at
01 d Wanan Mounta in. The ma in run a1gng this route was opera ted on a low-bid
contract bas is , A series of cabins were a>nstructed between Unal ak1eet and
Kaltag, thefr use depended on the distance the mail carr ier could travel by
daylight during the winter months. In the late 1920s, the dog team nail run
across the Kaltag Portage \\as discontinued with the advent of reliable air
transport in western Alaska (Koutsky and Andrews 1979). According to a local
resource person in Unalakleet, the last mai1 carrier was a man named Klanetsen,

. a L~p.



·XI. ADDITIONAL INFOP-.;\1ATIO:\

f:,.. Date (s) visited 6/24,3.0; 7/1; 8/6/1980

B.
..... . .'..-

Field ,Investigator will iam Sheppard ,-

orm prepared by wi 11 Jam Sheppa rd

Others present at site (affiliation and title) P. Frankish, B. Davidson
CP SU Fie1d As sista ~t s ;.. L. Gagne, S. Chr i sty, J. He i nen- - BIA F;e1d Inv est i -
~ators

D.

c.

E. Previous Excavations

NONE

F. Previous Collections

NONE

j ',-
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University of Toronto Press, Toronto.

-6-
r; ,



AA10692

... :".-

G. Bibliographic References (contld.)

XI I. totAPS AND BOUNDARI.ES

SITE NO.---------

A. Boundary Justification
Most boundaries of Parcels A and B were natunal boundaries created by water channel
that coincide with the distribution of cultural naterial s and evidence of use
areas. The boundary between Corners 3 and 4 of Parcel A was designed' to include
the limits of cul tur al activity in the eastern part of the site and does not repre
sent a clear-cut natural boundary, such as a vatervay, The northern boundary of

B. Site tolap (attached) 1 (see continuation sheet)

C. U.S.G.S. Nap sho\iing site location (attached)
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1Page No. _I t en No. XI I , A----.;.------

(Boundary Justification, cont.)

Pa rc e1 B wa s p1aced north 0 f a na t ura 1 bounciar y, the i ntermittent dra i na9e
channel referred to in Sec. VI to place the POB and Corner A-2 on stable
sround.

The Al iquot Part description of Parcel C was written to incl ude the
northern sunmit area of the rrounta ..in that has been subject to sustained use

and the eastern face that is associated with important events. BIA Sup. Fld.
Invest. W. Woolf was aware of legal limitations in the Aliquot Part survey
and therefore a greater-than-necessary area was included with sane incidenta 1
areas.

Although the BSNC application nominates "Old Woman Mountain," other
information in the application, as well as important cultural and historical
associations between the.mounta in and cabin areas, led us to canbine the two
within our survey.
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SITE NO.

XIII. PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD

A. Date 6-30, 7:.1-80

AA10692

B. Roll. No. 1 of 3
,..

C. Frame No., Direction of View, Photo Content

FRA~tE NO.

I.

DIRECTION OF VIEW PHOTO CO~TENT

Panoramic shots fran the top of Old Woman Mountain
2.

II

3.
II

4.
II

II

6.
II

7.
II

8.
II

9. II

10. II

11. II

12.
1.0. SHOT

13.
Close-up Ca b1e in su1a to rand a t tachi ng peg •

14.
2470 True Feature A

15.
273 0 Feature B

16.
Close-up Feature C

17.
II II

lS.
312 0 Feature 0

19. 1300 Fea ture E

20.

D. Rcraark s (time of day , wca the r , other things affcc t i ng photos)
6 to 30, sunny; 7 to 1 overca st



SITE NO. AA10692

XI II. PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD

A. Da t:e 7-1 -8a

B. Ro1~ No. 2 of 3 -c. Frame No., Direction of View, Photo Content

FR.·\~tE NO.

I.
Close-up

2.
II

3.
II

4.
II

5.
II

6.
155 0 True

Y.
3470

8.
Close-up

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

IS.

16.

17.

Hi.

19.

20.

DIRECTION OF VIEW

Inside of doq barn , Feature E

II

Lettering on wall of Fea tur e F

II

Possible sunken bridge

Feature G

II

Inscription on log of Fea ture G

Pa t Franki sh working

AERIALS

u

n

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

PHOTO CONTE~T

D, Rerna rk s (time of day, wca t hc r , other things affecting photos)
Overca st
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XIII. PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD

A. Date 8-6-80

B. Roll No. 3 of 3 -C. Frame No., Direction of View 1 Photo Content

o. Remarks (time of dar, wca the r , other things affecting photos)
Very bad wind, rain. and cold, and cold, wet photographer
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MAP A. ENVIRONMENT
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Map drawn from:
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Map drawn from:
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