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SITE Old McGrath

OrHER SITE NAMES:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
-Approximate Actual x
Quad. :M"C'G"rath p ~

Township 33-N·-.----
Range _33__-W_._" _
Section 8 .-.-.-----_.
Subsection NW------

AHRS NO: McG-O01

.TRAIL SECTION:
--Seward-Rainy Pass
Rainy Pass-Kaltag
~altag:-Nome

INHT NO:

x

-- ------ -------Zone Easting ·~~~hing --- -- - -
LOCATION AND USE:

Abandoned - Old McGrath is across river on an oxbow from present site of
McGrath.

CORNER NOTCH
Unknown .

A~~i~l X Onsite ---
River Community X---Other --------

------800----
Metal
Wd~ Plank
Wd. Shingle
Tar Paper
UnknOwn
...;:-:"::..:::*~:" "~,.' .

ROOF

National
::r li~~igrial

LQc;al

QRDER OF SIGNIFICANCE:

DATE:

FLOOR
--Dl-rt ....--..

Wood
Other
Unknown ==-

Site Protection
~ Pr~se~atiortIStabilizati~n

Restoration
Reconstruction
Adapt~ve Reuse

Latitude: 62 57' 30"
LongLtude :----155· ··-35'-·--30~~--·_·_--

UTM REFERENCE:
A·· ----..--.--------

WALLS: IN OUT
.- Log-Rough

Log-Hewn
Frame
·Drop Siding
Wall Covering--····
Unknown -

INSPECTED BY:

TREArMENT RECOMMENDED:

Lynch (78)
Peterson (80)

STRUCTURAL TYPE: Shelter Structure X
Native Settlement Mining Community ---

Estimated Treatment Costs ----
~~~ ~IE:<:':~ed PIanni~g IRes ea~cl!·~G~-s--
_..:;') ........... , .• ,.c- ~ '. • .;.. ...:~ ~,:- ......,.;..-. ~~~:~-:"-L- - ......,1... :,::.· -_:: =======
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SITE Old McGrath AHRS NO: Mc·G-001

MANAGEMENr RATING CRITERIA
.ACCESS ----- 40 POINTS

INHT NO:

1

I
!

i

I

5 Difficult
--- (Dog Sled, Snow Mach., Heli.)

20 X Meditun
-(1 Day Hike, Boat, Fixed-Wing)

40 High
---(Auto/Road, Short Hike)
CONDITION ---- 40 POINTS

Not Located
I-No Remains
3--Ruin
S---Poor (Roof In)

lS-X-Medium (Roof Intact)
2S----Good (Maintained)
40--Restored

PRESENT VISITOR USE
Frequent

X Infrequent.
None

POTENTIAL VISITOR USE--20 POINTS
20 High
IO-X-Medium
5-Low

Total Points 4S
...,;.,;;;--

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Old McGrath was established in 1907 as a small trading post (across the river
from the present McGrath townsite). The site grew for many years and eventually
included several roadhouses; Llough's Roadhouse in the early years; Crumm's
Roadhouse in the 1920s and 1930s, a post office, trading companies, and saloons.
The town prospered until the late 1930s when the N.C. Company moved to the
present townsite because of shifting river patterns. The N.C. Company took
the u.S. Post Office with it, further hastening Old McGrath's demise (pers.
comm. Jack Morris). Seve~l &tructures and ru~~~ Iiverbo~mairr'.

--at'ld will he i-n¥.exUori.ed in 19M..... u.__ .u ---~ L.l~'V)v~ ,:.;----

Old McGrath, though significant at the time of the Iditarod gold rush, was
largely bypassed by many early travelers. The route to the north through the
Salmon River Roadhouse, Big River Roadhouse, through Nixon Fork and Takotna
served as the primary route to the Iditarod gold fields from 1908 to 1914.

(Continued on next page)
REFERENCE:

1,.Yt\cll, Alice J., 1979. A P~el:!1llinary Inventory of Cultural Resources of the
lditarod Trail Between Rainy Pass and Unalakleet. Bureau of Land Management •.

Oral Interview: Jack Miller, 1980 at McGrath and Takotna. (Jack ran the McGrath
roadhouse for many years (1930-1950) in McGrath.)

SITE RECOMMENDATIONS:
l~ {~Y~l}t:ory in 198 ~ {It:ld:.deveIop- preservation plan.
~! ~~\l~1}~-and:,cl~~I::.?I9!-1n4;t,?wq.s.:J.~eto protect fzom forest fire.
3. ~'i!~~t9~IcJo~.-::~a.t:j.~n~~':R~gi.s~~rnomination.
4. Explore opportunities for providing visitor tours to the site from McGrath.
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Old McGrath (Continued)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The McGrath Roadhouse (on the new townsite) was a large two-story log struc
ture with a cafe/bar downstairs and rooms'on the second floor. The structure
burnt on June 6, 1956 because of a cigarette fire in one of the bunk rooms
(pers. comm. Jack Morris, owner~) The present McGrath Roadhouse was built the

·='::··-s·ame year--on--theorc-iglnalslte using surplus modular units from the abandoned
Army base in McGrath (Mess Hall).
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