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SW Llistrict

75B. Anchorage-Whitney Road

This road was originally known ar:; thp "Whitney Hoao." The road
was oonstructed as an Alaska Engineering~Commissiontote road.
Used extensively by ranchers, woodhauslers and motorists in the
early 1920's, the road (5 miles) was extended to the Anchorage­
Eagle Hiver Road in 1924. Plans to connect the Whitney ranch­
Whitney Station section with an extension of the Anchorage­
Lake Spenard Road were not fulfilled~ (ARC 1922 II: 46; ARC
192L~ II: 12J)
From The Alaska Hailroad yerds at Anchorage & the road followed
the railroad on its south side for three miles. Crossing
the railroad at thatpoint, the road then p~alle!ed the north
side of the railroad for two miles before again crossing the
railroad. It then led due east for one mile where it
connected with the Anchorage-Eagle River Road. (ARC 1924 II:
12) Apparently the road was relocated in part, for in 1925
it was reported that the road was five, rather than six, miles
in distance$ (AHC 1925 II: 91)



75. Anchorage-Eagle River Road

Constructed in cooperation with the Territory, the road (14 miles)
was the beginning of a proposed road around Anchorage to serve
farmers, dai.rymen I and "wood hauler's • tt Statring at a point
near The Alaska Railroad yarsd the wagon rod paralleled Knik
Arm a mile back on the bench land for 5.5 miles, then turned
east for 4.5 miles, crossing the railroad at its Mile 12J and
Mile 10 on the wagon road. The road then turned south for 2.5
miles, thence west for one mile, and connected with the
Whitney Road. (ARC 1924 II: 118) The road was 32 feet
wide on the flats, and 18 feet wide on sidehill grados. (ARC
1926 II: 77)

In 1929 the pro,ject was ren(::!J!'J(?d the "Anchorage 1J001) I" a. 19.5
mile rod. From the terminus of the Anchorage-Eagle River road,
this road crossed the railrod and followed the norh side of
the tracks 1.5 miles before again crossing the railroad. The
road then followed the south side of therailroad to The
Alaska Railroad yards. The road was graded to standard width,
and most was surffaced with grafel. (ARC 1929 II: 108)



Dis lct

9JB. Indian River Trail

Originally built by prospectors, this trai~ (9 es) extended
eastward frdm litna Station on The Alaska Railroad to mining
operations on Portage Creek, a tributary of Su tna River.
Indian River was crossed by means of a foot-bridge, which the
f\,,",C b '1+' '92r' ("::;l''"\ l':J r J5 ~T 0P.\ T 1 Q0 P. .. ,,""'n"'~ U1 IJ 1n.l ). AhG, '7t..J 1..L: o'-! j .... n {'L.V 1 1:.r.e hJ.'-<.v
1mproved the trall to slea road standard. Tne trall was
sUltable for travel with clog trea.ms, dou e-enders~ and
pack animals. (ARC 1928 II: 64, 68; ARC 1929 II: 110)



SW' District

Curry Aviation Field

Located 0.25 mile east of Curry Station on The Alaska Railroad,
this field (200xl,lOO) was cleared, grubbed and leveled by
The Alaska Railroad under contract to the ARC in 1928. The
Alaska Railroad contributed $450 worth of laor and equipment
to the project. (ARC 1928 II: 68; ARC 1929 II: 110)



SW District

75L. Eklutna Road

This proposed road branched from the Anch9rage Loop Road seven
miles from" Anchorage and extended along the foothills above
the railroad to Eklutna. The ARC completed a definite
loation survey over 21.75 miles and cleared a short section
of the,right-of-way.in 1931. (ARC 1931 II: 50,52)



SWuistrict

35M. Knik Cordu:coy

This Territorial proJc:ct i.nc} 1)d(;(1 a ;:3cction of cOl:'duroy road
near Knik whi.c 1'1 the iJ1err i "tOl'Y corl~) c teel "i n the lat (; 1910' f3

or early'1920·s. (ARC 1922 II: 45)



SW District

201\. Susitna Aviation Field

The site of this fi , on an island in the Susitna River 1.5
miles below Susltna, Station, was located in 192[3. In the
following year an area 225-by-l,500 feet was cleared, grubbed,
and leveled to serve a,n an ernerC,()ncy landing field 0 (AHC
) 9 ')Q IJ'· 6 i,'. • 1" (\ 10;)(" "\ I' • 1 ", 'I ), " ~ 1...1 .. • ./ _) I A.r\ \..1 ,. ,,1_, ') .. ' .. , • ,0 ' "

~nh
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UiDtrict

Skwentna Avia,tion Fj clcl

Located in 1928, t ~; fic:1d wa~3 constructed unde:r contract.
(ABC 1928 I I : 65 ( )



20F. IVICD01J l"""Cache Creek .l<oad

This trail (30 mileu) connected IVlcDouf,all, tlle ord inary head of
steamboat navigation on the Yentna River, with the Creche Creek
mining district. Oriri.oally built by miners in the mid-1900's
sthe trail waf; improvc(l in 1911 vvhen the ARC conHtructed a bridge
over Kahiltna River. The bridge consisted of three spans, 75
feet long with appraoches. (ARC 1910: 12)1.0 June 1911, the
b rid g e wa ~3 cl amaged by hi VI::1 t er . IJ II l" i 11. g t h E~ win t er o.f
1911-12 the ARC straightened two center peirs and constructed
br1) ~::;h rYJclttres:::;. rrIle co~;;t of repairl3 WElL)' high --- 4;4,3.51
due to the isolation of the area and the high cost of supplies

d Ar' ].. ( Al' .'\ ., () 1 ~) ] n 'an. rrlc.\liE;rla .. ~" -<'C _L> .... I'..: .. ( )

With the conEJtrtlction of Alak~;;:l Hoadilroad, mini activitie~::>

were Etimulated in the Cache Creek diEitrict, resulting in
de~a~ds for improved transportation facilit~i~. ~n S~ptember-
Oc tober 1916 the AHC located a w(J..gon road, followIng; the same
general route of the mineD trail, and bU.ilt a bridge (120-foot)
over Cache Creek. The AHC decided not to in~rove the trail,
but to investigate the feasibility of a road.from the railroad
near Talkeetna to the mining district. (ARC for 1917: 24)
The route was investigated again in 1921 to detennine
advisa~ility of rehabilitation. (ARC for 1921 II: JJ) However,

r' 1 route was aband .
the McDou~a_., ~ Creek Road.
. rr lkectna-cachcthe .. 8. \:.,

I ~u~v .l. ';Il.L : 15; AHC

. Y'ovement of. the lmp~ 6)followlng ; 192211: 1
(ARC for 19 21 ,



S'/l 1) i str ic t

20J~ Susitna-Tyonek Trail

This wi~ter trail (46 miles) was built Dy the in 1928-29.
In 1928, the ARC made a reconnaissance trip over the entire
route, and cut four miles of trail through-timber eight feet
wide from Susitna ~tatbn to the crossing of Susitna River.
(ARC 1928 II: 65) In 1929, the trail was cut through timber
six feet wide for 22 miles, and marked with triuods in open
country; i t was sui table for dogsled traffic only. (AI-{C­
1928 II: 65; iU~C 1929 II: 101)



J5F. Wasilla-Knik rioa

This road formed a part of the origianl ~nik-Willow Crekk Road.
With the ,constr')ction of'I'he Alaska Railroad and the f'o',lnding
of W~silla, the wagon roaJ (15 miles) from Wasilla to Knik
fell into disuse. With timet however, ranchers began to
settle, along the old road t 8.r~d amde considerable use of it
to reach Wasilla. 'Thus, in 1922, the ARC began to rehabilitate
the road from Wasilla. (ARC 192J II: 54) By 1924, the
ARC had irvprQved seven "l~les of. the roc;.te from Wasilla to . ..,.
wagon roau s~a~ndarQ. Tne remalDlng elght ml~es was classl1led
a poor trail. (fuqC 1924 II: 114) The ~\C oontinued
imporovement work on the old road. (ARC 1926 II: 75;
ARC 1927 II: 64)
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