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Introduction 
IDITAROD NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL 

PROJECT TEAM EVALUATIONS 

The Nat iona l  T r a i l s  System Act (Publ ic  Law 90-543), as amended by t h e  Nat iona l  Parks  and 
Recrea t ion  Act (Pub l i c  Law 96-625), requi red  t h a t  a  comprehensive p l a n  be completed f o r  
t h e  management and use  of t h e  t r a i l .  The p l a n  must i nc lude ,  bu t  not be l im i t ed  t o  t h e  
f  01 lowing i t  e m s  : 

s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  and p r a c t i c e s  t o  be observed i n  management of t he  
t r a i l ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  n a t u r a l ,  h i s t o r i -  
c a l ,  and c u l t u r a l  resources  t o  be preserved.--The Nat iona l  T r a i l s  System 
Act as amended ( through P.L. 96-625, November 10 ,  1978),  S e c t i o n  5 ( e )  (1) .  
(Emphasis added.) 

To q u a l i f y  a s  a  Nat iona l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l ,  t h e  t r a i l  had t o :  

.. .have s i g n i f i c a n t  ~ o t e n t i a l  f o r  ~ u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u se  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  
i n t e r e s t  based on hi;toric i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and app rec i a t i on .  S e c t i o n  
5 ( b ) ( l l ) ( c ) .  (Emphasis added.) 

To meet t h e s e  congress iona l  requirements ,  t h e  I d i t a r o d  P r o j e c t  Team and s p e c i a l i s t s  from 
o t h e r  S t a t e  and Federa l  agencies  determined t h e  " s i g n i f i c a n t "  n a t u r a l ,  h i s t o r i c ,  c u l t u r a l ,  
and outdoor  r e c r e a t i o n  resources  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  t h e  I d i t a r o d .  Because of v a s t  mileage of 
t h e  t r a i l  system and t h e  hundreds of h i s t o r i c ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and n a t u r a l  sites as soc i a t ed  wi th  
t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l ,  de t e rmina t ion  of most " s ign i f i can t "  p o r t i o n s  was accomplished through 
a n a l y s i s  of each s p e c i f i c  resource .  Then t h e  s p e c i a l i s t s  d i scussed  t r a i l  management 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  u n t i l  they could ag ree  on a  recommendation f o r  each s i t e  o r  segment. The 
recommendations usua l ly  tended t o  r e i n f o r c e  one another .  For example, t h e  t r a i l  segment 
over  Rainy Pass  i s  not  only h igh ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  from a c u l t u r a l / h i s t o r i c a l  s t andpo in t ,  bu t  
i t  a l s o  is  a  h igh ly  s c e n i c  a r e a ,  which o f f e r s  ou ts tanding  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  
bo th  summer and win t e r .  

The i n v e n t o r i e s  and ana lyses  were done t o  widely vary ing  s tandards  and degrees ,  wi th  
emphasis on t h e  h i s t o r i c  component. 

The management recommendations found i n  t h e  Comprehensive Management P l an  (CMP) a r e  by no 
means f i n a l .  I n s t ead  they a r e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t s  f o r  Congress t o  use  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  t r a i l  and f o r  land owners/managers t o  cons ider  i n  viewing how t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  
f i t  t h e  t o t a l  p i c t u r e  of h i s t o r i c  t r a i l  management. 

Chapter I of t h i s  volume p r e s e n t s  i n v e n t o r i e s  and eva lua t ions  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  and c u l t u r a l  
resources  a s soc i a t ed  with t h e  I d i t a r o d  Nat iona l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l .  Using t h e  H i s t o r i c  Over- 
view (Volume I ,  Chapter 1 1 )  a s  t h e  theme and focus,  s p e c i a l i s t s  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  most s i gn i -  
f i c a n t  h i s t o r i c  and c u l t u r a l  s i t e s  along t h e  t r a i l .  

Chapter I1 p r e s e n t s  i n v e n t o r i e s  and eva lua t ions  of t h e  n a t u r a l  and s c e n i c  resources  of t h e  
primary r o u t e  of t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l .  The eva lua t ions  helped p lanners  recommend r ight-of-  
way widths  f o r  t h e  var ious  po r t i ons  of t h e  t r a i l .  

I n  Chapter 111 t h e  outdoor r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i t i e s  of t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  system a r e  
d i scussed .  The outdoor r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and t h e  h i s t o r i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  opportu- 
n i t i e s  of s i t e s  along t h e  t r a i l ,  along with t h e  s c e n i c  and h i s t o r i c / c u l t u r a l  eva lua t ions  
a r e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  ACTIVE o r  MINIMUM management recommendations presen ted  i n  Volume I. 

I n  Chapter I V  a r e  d i s cus s ions  of t h e  research  and indexes of in format ion  generated dur ing  
t h e  p r o j e c t .  
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