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t2t——tossof RecreatfomBenefits—

We agree that whitewater raft trips and salmon fishing are commonly
attributed higher net besuefits per recrestion day than boating or
fishing on a reserveir. The U,S5. Forest Sarvice, for example, vajues
freshwater sport fisning in Alasks at $18.00 (in 1985 dollars) per
recreation visitor day. Anadromous sport fishing is valued at $52 per
dav (4.5, Forast Service 1983).

The project, however, 1s not expected to havé:gppreaiab1e {mpact on
su1m6; fishing in the project ares, Salmon migrate the Susitna up to
Portage Creek just balow Devi) Canyen (E-7-21). Several popular salmen
fishing spots exist in the area (e.g., Stephan Lake, Prairie Creek,
Tower Portage Creek, Chunfina Creek and Indfan River) but will not be
adversely affected by the project. Further, it is anticipated that the
Susitna saimon fishery, do;ﬁstream from Watana Dam, may be {mproved by
the project (E-7-28).

The project would produce lower valued reservolr fishing opportunities
in addition fo, mot in place of, the higher valued salmon fishing.
There would, therefors, be no net loss of recreation benefits related
to fishing.

The specialized nature of whitewster rafting and kayaking generally
dictates a high user day value. Bacause of the small number of users
in the project area, howsver, the user day value would have to be
extravrdinarily high to produce a significant economic value for the
1ozt opportunities. Deyil Canyon Rapidz, for example, has been tried
by fewer than 40 kayakers (E-7-22), I4c Vimited use suggests that the
aconoitic value of the resource 15 not large enough to recelive extensive
unaiysig? despite—the—faci-that thare sre—anetyiical techniques which
could be usad to detsrmine willingnass to pay. The real loss—in—0wvil
Canyonts-not anecopomte—Toss—but—theToss—of s-unique natural
epviroment and T unique recraativn—enpartences—
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