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I 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO : Files 

FROM : Realty Specialist 

Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Report 

Attaehment 1 

In reply refer to: 
2650.58 (932) 
F-14824 

SUBJECT: Inland Navigable Waters, Akiak selection area. 

The Easement and Navigability Task Force met on November 13, 1975, to 
consider easements and navigable waters for Akiak. 

The following water bodies were considered to be navigable by reason 
of Travel, Trade, and Commerce. 

Kuskokwim River - Tidal influence extends to Tuluksak. 
Kuskokuak Slough - Also tidal. 

The following water bodies are subject to tidal influence. 

Reindeer Slough 
Mishevik Slough 
Kisaralik River - Upstream to major fork in stream in 

S.13., T.9N.. R.67W., S.M. 

The Gweek River, in this selection area, is not navigablessubject to 
tidal influence. 

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on thc Payroll Savings Plan 



.. ... ... IN SEPL* ( IEFLI  TO.  

Vni~~gl States Department ol the Interior 2651 (941, 
JAN - ,;I, !; 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT F-148244 (Anch.) 

S ta te  Office 
YJIUYu Ok ~ ~ ~ : j  bianagem~at 555 Cordova S t r ee t  

,+&oia:o, flash Anchqrage. Alaska 99501 

. Ivan M. Ivan, Chairman 
Land Selection Coud t t ee  Kasigluk River &'dl 4 1 9 b  
Kokarmuit Corporation 
Akiak, lLlaska 99552 Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 2 
Dear Mr. Ivan: I' 
The v i l l age  se lec t ion  application and p r io r i t y  l i s t i n g  fo r  Akiak has 
been received i n  our off ice .  The application was f i l e d  under section 
12(a) of the  Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. The following tab le  
shows the t o t a l  acreage f o r  each select ion a s  determined by t h i s  pre- 
liminary review: 

Applicatioq 
Selection . '- ~cr*, - ' ' ~c;eage Sections 

BLM . 
L 

F i r s t  Selection 97,718.6 99,623 155 

17,457.9 18,292 Second Selection 25 

Third Selection 11.840.0 11,840 - 
Fourth Selection 14,846.2 15,246 - - 

141,862.7 145.001 180 

There were some differences  in acreage considerations as  we checked your 
se lec t ion  against  our records. This i s  due t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  we must use 
the acreage f lgures  t h a t  a r e  shown on the protracted surveys on f i l e  ia 
t h i s  off ice .  Any acreage differences w i l l  be s e t t l e d  a t  the  time of 
f i n a l  survey. 

During t h i s  preliminary review, a t o t a l  of 5,900 acres  of the  Kuskolcwh 
Biver were excluded from your application a s  navigable water. An 
administrative determination has not been made on those portions of the 
Kasigluk River, Kisaral ik  River, Kuskokuak Slough, Reindeer Slough, 
Kuskokwim Slough, Reindeer River, Kuskokuak River, Mishevik Slough. 
Gweek River, and Lake 223 you have ident i f ied as  being navigable. 
However, the  Alaska Easement and Navigability Task Force met recently o r  
recommendations f o r  your area,  and a copy of t h e i r  proposals VFU be 
furnished t o  you when available. I f  the r i v e r s  and/or lake a r e  
determined t o  be navigable, you w i l l  not be charged f o r  the acreage. 



You did not  exclude from your application Native allotment AA-8966-B 
containing 40 acres ' located i n  section 7, T. 8 N.. R. 66 W.. Seward 
Meridian. However, we have excluded i t  from your t o t a l  acreage per the 
introduction of your application which s t a t e s  that  i t  is  your in ten t ion  
t o  not top f i l e  Native allotments. I f  t h i s  is not your wish, please 
no t i fy  us. 

Field  examination has shown tha t  several  Native allotments previously 
located i n  your select ion area a r e  now outside the se lec t ion  area. The 
acreage involved has been included i n  your t o t a l  entitlement. Subject 
al lotments a r e  l i s t e d  below f o r  your fur ther  information: 

S e r i a l  No. Application Location Present Location 
t 

Seward Meridian. Alaska 

F-13269 sec. U. T. 9 N . ,  8. 68 W. sec. 21, T. 9 N,, R. 68 W. 

F-17100 sec.  13, T. 8 N:, R. 66 W. sec. 18, T. 8 N. ,  R. 65 W. 

F-16724-A secs. 29 h 30, T. 12 N.. sec. 26, T. 1 3  N . ,  R. 67 V. 
R. 67 W. 

Several  other Native allotments which you excluded have been relocated,  
but  remain within your se lec t ion  area. The acreage has been excluded 
from your t o t a l  entitlement. These a r e  l i s t e d  below: 

S e r i a l  No. Application Location Present Location BLM Acreage Excluded 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

F-15913-B secs. 22 h 27, T. 10 N., secs. 22 h 23, T. 10  N., 110 
R. 67 W. R. 67 W. 
(shown i n  sec. 27 a s  F-15913) 

F-033569 secs. 8 6 9, T. 9 N.,  secs. 9 6 16, T. 9 N., 160 
R. 66 W. R. 66 W. 

F-15904 sec. 30, T. 9 N., R. 66 4. sec. 19, T. 9 N., R. 66 W. 160 

F-15911 sec. 15, T. 10 N.,  R. 66 W. secs. 15 6 22. T. 10 N.. 160 
R. 66 W. 



Two Native a l lo tmen t s  f o r  which you exclude acreage  a r e  a c t u a l l y  loca ted  
i n  more s e c t i o n s  than you exclude. For your records ,  they a r e  l i s t e d  
below: 

S e r i a l  No. . Appl ica t ion  Locat ion Actual  Locat ion 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

F-17922-B secs .  10 ,  15,  16, T.  9 N . ,  R. 67 W. s ecs .  9 ,  10, 15, 1 6 ,  
T. 9 N., R. 67 W. 

F-15913-A sec .  15, T. 10 N..  R. 67 W. secs .  15, 22, T. 10  N . ,  
R. 67 W. 

We excluded t h e  184.39 a c r e s  contained i n  unapproved U.S. Survey 5068 
f o r  t h e  townsi te  p e t i t i o n  loca ted  i n  s e c t i o n  6,  T. 9 N . ,  R. 67 W., 
Seward Meridian, and s e c t i o n  31, T. 10  N . ,  R. 67 W . ,  Seward Meridian. 

I f  you have any ques t ions  a s  t o  t h e  above, o r  your a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  
genera l ,  w e  w i l l  be happy t o  hear  from you. 

S ince re ly  yours ,  

Chief ,  Branch of Lands 
and Minerals  Operat ions 

cc/ 
DM-A (102) 
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Z3o following Memeaoatc are heraby rrtemmr%ndad for lncluaim in tLr 
ecuvryauee 4oc:msnr ulldct tiis provisluas of met iou  17(b) uf ti:a Alarrke 
Eative Claim Settlement A c t  of Decder 18, L971: 

i li A otreancida a e s a r a ~ ~ l t  Cvaptpfiva ( 25 )  feet i n  width on 
both bpplU ef tb ~ i . o v ~ b i e  K i ~ 4 2 ~ 1 i k  illvur f r m  it. 
south ups t rwa  t o  major Park i n  atream in Seetion 13, 
T. 9 W.. St. 67 W.. S.H. Thsnce,  tram this fork i n  
Wtiw 13, T. 9 bi.. P. 67 W., S.K. upatrsu  thrortgh tkm 
ruma&adsr of the ealset ion are6 a streasmidm ~asrarat  
twenty-fiw (24) feet in  v i d t t  oa both bani. end t h  
antircb bed of aha i;iaaralik River. Perpome i8 t o  provide 
p b l i o  ase oa waters rravins highly 6 Q n i f k ~ n t  yrasant 
rtecroatlorral use. 

9 I f 1  AE ersemst for  8n existiu$ aceoee t r a i l  tweuty-five (23) 
feat in width frem Blrtuk s a r t b o t  a l e q  rh. Kiuralik 
Bivar to public lade.  Pury~~ea i a  t o  ollar accass t o  
public l a d s  new i s o l a t d  eas t  o f  Akiak. 

li C4 An eae-t for en exiaeing atcess, t r a i l  mumy-five ( 25 )  
f r a t  im width f t m  Akiak t o  Akiaelrau. The purpose is to 
all- eccaaa be*- thwr  two villagem. 

13 C 4 ,  C5 A rtr-ide ciaamant hneuty-fire (25) f e e t  i n  wM$h oa 
both banks of tho a;irfgable iEttsbCwim L*i~dr t h m g t  the 
ansira e a l e t i o n .  Pairpore i n  to proride publie use of 
x&tt&xs !~aving i:igbly oignificant present rsrereaticnnl 
w e .  

A one (1) acre aJ.te ea$ai+ient la S a ~ t i o n  1, T .  10 X . ,  
R. 67 W., S.H. on the ri@t bank o.P tne Zwkokwirr River. 
The r i t e  in fur camping, staging, and vs:&ele use. Iu 
addition, au easemaat for o proposead accese e r n i l  t w a t p  
f ive  (29) fwt in vidtb  from the a w e i r a  i n  Section 1 
westerly along tna w r t h  l i n a  of Section 1 re public 
Larrrtn i n  Sestlen 39, P. 11 21.. R. 67 W . ,  S.H. The purpoor 
i s  t o  allow accarr to  inads wlrich are sclceret) but w i l l  
rrot bu wuveyrad i n  Cbe norr future &nd -7 rcreah public 
ab a result bf PLIQ low pr ior i ty  ?laced on these h d s  by 
the vllla$p. 





i l i i n  C K J C ~ C C  :JUEH tmt C O V P . ~  statutory ra~ervatlcxi~ sucll a8 :rnllroads,  
~i irc; .eo.  cunsls;  t 1 or i t  r;$i;Cs-.i3i-ridy. 

Curria V.  .icV?c 
Sento director 

cc: 
A (318) 

. Public Service (941) 
- Public Service (Fairbanks) 
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Attachment 4 

y 3/7/79 
2651/75.4 (961 )  
F-14883-A (Anch 
F-14883-EE 

I 
S t a t e  O f f i c e  

701 C S t r e e t ,  Box 13  
MAR 7 1979 

Anchorage, Alaska 99513 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

DECISION 

Kwethluk I n c o r p o r a t e d  F-14883-A 
Kwethluk, Alaska 99621 V i l l a g e  S e l e c t i o n  

Cal is ta  Corpo ra t i on  
516 Dena l i  S t r e e t  
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 : 

Lands Proper  f o r  V i l l a g e  S e l e c t i o n  
Approved f o r  I n t e r i m  Conveyance 

On November 19,  1974,  Kwethluk Inco rpo ra t ed ,  f o r  t h e  Native 
v i l l a g e  o f  Kwethluk, f i l e d  s e l e c t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  F-14883-A 
under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of Sec. 1 2 ( a )  o f  t h e  Alaska Native C l a i m s  
Se t t l emen t  A c t  o f  December 18, 1971 (85  S t a t .  688, 701; 
43 U.S.C. 1601, 1 6 1 1 ( a )  (Supp. V,  1 9 7 5 ) ) ,  f o r  t h e  s u r f a c e  
estate of  l a n d s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Kwethluk area. 

A s  t o  t h e  l a n d s  d e s c r i b e d  below, t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  is p r o p e r l y  
f i l e d  and meets t h e  requirements  of t h e  Alaska Native C l a i m s  
Se t t l emen t  A c t  and o f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i s sued  pursuan t  t h e r e t o .  
These l ands  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  any l awfu l  entry p e r f e c t e d  unde r  
o r  be ing  main ta ined  i n  compliance w i t h  laws l ead ing  t o  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t i t l e .  

I n  view of t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  e s t a t e  of  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
de sc r i bed  l ands ,  s e l e c t e d  pursuan t  t o  Sec. 1 2 ( a ) ,  a g g r e g a t i n g  
approximate ly  131,463 acres, i s  cons ide r ed  p roper  f o r  a c q u i s i t i o n  
by Kwethluk Inco rpo ra t ed  and is hereby approved f o r  conveyance 
pu r suan t  t o  Sec. 1 4 ( a )  of t h e  Alaska Na t ive  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  
A c t :  

Seward Meridian ,  Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T. 6  N.,  R. 67 W. 
Secs.  4  and 5, a l l ;  
Secs .  8  and 9, a l l ;  
Secs .  1 6  and 17,  a l l ;  



Secs. 20, 21 and 22, all; 
Secs. 27 and 28, all; 
Sec. 31, all; 
Sec. 34, all 

Containing approximately 8,309 acres 

T. 7 N., R. 67 W. 
Sec. 1. all: 
Sec. 2; exciuding Native allotment F-17072 

Parcel C; 
Secs. 3 to 7, inclusive, all; 
Secs. 11 and 12, all;' 
Secs. 17 to 20, inclusive, all; 
Secs. 28, 29 and 30, all; 
Secs. 32 and 33, all. 

Containing approximately 11,307 acres. 

T. 8 N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 5 to 9, inclusive, all; 
Secs. 17 to 20, inclusive, all; 
Secs. 29, 30 and 31, all; 
Sec. 32, excluding Native allotment F- 

Parcel B; 
Secs. 33 to 36, inclusive, all. 

Containing approximately 10,660 acres. 

/T. 6 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 1 to 9, inclusive, all; 
Sec. 10, excluding Native allotment F-17216; 
Secs. 11 to 14, inclusive, all; 
Sec. 15, excluding Native allotments F-17050 

Parcel B and F-17216; 
Sec. 16, all; 
Secs. 22 and 23, all; 
Sec. 24, excluding Native allotment F-19254 

Parcel B; 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotments F-16016 

and F-17204 Parcel B; 
Sec. 26, all; 
Sec. 35, all; 
Sec. 36, excluding Native allotments F-16016 

and F-16008 Parcel A. 

Containing approximately 14,027 acres. 
/ 

JT. 7 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2. all: 
Sec. 3, excluding Native allotment F-17212 

Parcel B; 



i.. ..., ;' \ r 
,-'..,,,; 

Secs 4 to 7, inclusive, all; 
SeC. 8, excluding ~ative allotments F-17221 

Parcel B, F-17210 Parcel C and F-17222; 
SeC. 9, excluding Native allotment F-17222; 
SeC. 10, excluding Native allotment F-17212 

Parcel C; 
Secs. 11 and 12, all; 
Sec. 13, excluding Native allotment F-16015; 
Secs. 14 and 15, all; 
Sec. 16, excluding Native allotments F-17214 

Parcel A and F-17057 Parcel A; 
Sec. 17, excluding Native allotment F-17214 

Parcel A; 
Sec. 18, excluding Native allotment F-17072 

Parcel B; 
Sec. 19, excluding Native allotments F-17061 

Parcel A, F-16807 Parcel B and F-16803; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native allotments F-16803, 

F-17214 Parcel A and F-17015 Farce1 A; 
Sec. 21, excluding Native allotments F-17214 

Parcel A and F-16013 Parcel A; 
Secs. 22 to 27, inclusive, all; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotment F-16724 

Parcel C; 
Secs. 29 to 36, inclusive, all. 

Containing approximately 21,655 acres. 

T. 8 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 1 to 18, inclusive, all; 
Sec. 19, excludinq Native allotment F-17099 - 

Parcel B; 
Secs. 20 to 27, inclusive, all; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotments F-19262 

Parcel A and F-17099 Parcel A; 
Sec. 29, excluding Native allotments F-19262 

Parcel A and F-17211; 
Sec. 30, excluding Native allotments F-17099 

Parcel B, F-19262 Parcel B, F-025345 
Parcel B, F-17073 Parcel A and F-17060 
Parcel B; 

Sec. 31, excludina Native allotment F-17212 

Set. 32, excluding Native allotments F-17212 
Parcel D and F-17211; 

Sec. 33, excluding Native allotments F-17073 
Parcel B ,  F-17212 Parcel A and F-16009; 

Secs. 34, 35 and 36, all 

Containing approximately 21,769 acres. 



p k %  ,,.$@ 4 

T.  9  N . ,  R .  68 W .  
Sec .  22, excluding t h e  Kuskokuak Slough and 

Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-16595 and F-16592; 
Sec .  23, e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough and 

Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-16592: 
Secs .  24, 25 and 26, e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak 

Slough;  
S e c .  27, e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough and 

Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-17220 P a r c e l  B; 
Sec .  28,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough and 

Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-13380; 
Sec .  29, e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough;  
Sec .  30 ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough and 

Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-17206 P a r c e l  B; 
S e c .  31 ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough and 

Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-17080; 
S e c .  32 ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough and 

Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-17080 and F-17214 
P a r c e l  B; 

Sec .  33 ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough; 
Sec .  34,  a l l ;  
Sec .  35 ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough and 

N a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t s  F-17213, F-17069 and 
F-17215 : - - --. 

Sec .  36 ,  exc iud ing  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough and 
N a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t s  F-17069 and F-17215. 

C o n t a i n i n g  approx imate ly  7 ,030  acres. 

/T. 7 N . ,  R .  69 W .  
ec .  1, a l l .  

:ec. 2 ,  e x c i u d i n a  Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t  8-16182 - 
P a r c e l  A ;  

Sec .  3 ,  e x c l u d i n g  Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-17219 
P a r c e l  A ;  

Sec.  1 1 ,  e x c l u d i n g  Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-16181 
P a r c e l  A ,  F-16481 P a r c e l  B,  F-17607 and 
F-16182 P a r c e l  B; 

Sec .  1 2 ,  e x c l u d i n g  Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-17050 
P a r c e l  C and F-17052 P a r c e l  B;  

S e c .  1 3 ,  e x c l u d i n g  Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-17210 
P a r c e l  B .  

C o n t a i n i n g  approx imate ly  3 ,217  a c r e s .  

J T .  8 N.,  R .  69 W .  
S e c .  1 ,  e x c I u d i n g  Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-17207; 
Sec .  2 ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough;  
Sec .  3 ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Kuskokuak Slough and ~ a t i v e  

a l l o t m e n t  F-17214 P a r c e l  B ;  



Sec. 4, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough, Tract c 
of U.S. Survey No. 4221 and Native allotments 
F-17221 Parcel A, F-16481 Parcel A, 
F-17057 Parcel B and F-17072 Parcel A; 

Sec. 5, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough, Tracts A, 
C and D of U.S. Survey No. 4221 and Native 
allotments F-17054 Parcel B, F-17050 Parcel A 
and F-17070 Parcel A; 

Sec. 6, excluding the Kuskokwim River, Kuskokuak 
Slough, Tracts A, B and D of U.S. Survey No. 4221 
and Native allotments F-17054 Parcel B, 
F-17076 Parcel A, F-17218 Parcel C, F-17219 
Parcel B and F-13559 Parcel A; 

Sec. 7, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native 
allotments F-13559 Parcel A, F-17060 Parcel A 
and F-19257 Parcel A; 

Sec. 8, all; 
Sec. 9, excluding Native allotments F-17072 

parcel A ,  F-17210 Parcel A and F-19256 
Parcel B; 

Secs. 10 and 11, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough 
and Native allotment F-16483 Parcel B; 

Sec. 12, excludina the Kuskokuak Slouoh and Native 

Sec. 

Sec. 

Sec. 

Sec. 

Sec. 

Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 

Sec. 

Sec. 

Sec. 

allotments ~117207, F-17217 parcel A and 
F-17206 Parcel A; 
13, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native 
allotment F-17066 Parcel B; 
14, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native 
allotments F-16724 Parcel B and F-13611; 
15, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native 
allotments F-13611, F-17053 and F-17204 
Parcel A; 
16, excluding Native allotments F-18289 
Parcel B and F-17217 Parcel B; 
17, excludinq Natlve allotments F-17217 
Parcel B, F-17076 Parcel B and F-17067 
Parcel A: 
18, excluding Native allotment F-17055; 
19, excluding Native allotment F-19260; 
20, excluding Native allotments F-13781 
Parcel B and F-19260; 
21, excluding Native allotment F-13781 
Parcel B; 
22, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native 
allotment F-17053; 
23, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native 
allotments F-17067 Parcel B, F-17205, 
F-13781 Parcel A and F-17052 Parcel A; 
24, excluding Native allotment F-17059 
Parcel A; 



Sec. 25, excluding Native allotments F-14189, 
F-025345 Parcel B and F-17078 Parcel A; 

Sec. 26, excluding Native allotment F-17054 
Parcel A; 

Sec. 27, all; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotment F-17015 

Parcel C; 
Sec. 29, excluding Native allotments F-19260 

and F-13781 Parcel B; 
Sec. 30, excluding Native allotment F-19260; 
Secs. 31, 32 and 33, all; 
Sec. 34, excluding Native allotment F-17219 

Parcel A; 
Sec. 35, excluding Native allotment F-17218 

Parcel B; 
Sec. 36, all. 

containing approximately 17,878 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 69 W. 
Secs. 25 and 26, excludinq the Kuskokwim River; - 
Set. 27, all; 
Sec. 34, all; 
Sec. 35, excluding the Kuskokwim River and Native 

allotment F-17079; 
Sec. 36, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native 

allotment F-17050 Parcel A. 

Containing approximately 2,905 acres. 

T. 8 N., R. 70 W. 
Sec. 1, excluding the Kuskokwim River and Native 

allotment F-13556 Parcel A; 
Secs. 2 and 3, excluding the Kuskokwim River; 
Sec. 4, excluding the Kuskokwim River and Church 

Slough; 
Sec. 9, excluding the Kuskokwim River, Church 

Slough, Tupuknuk Slough and Native allotment 
F-17051 Parcel B; 

Sec. 10, excluding the Kuskokwim River, Tupuknuk 
Slough and Native allotments F-13111, 
F-17056 Parcel B ,  F-19256 Parcel A and 
F-025345 Parcel A; 

Sec. 11, excluding the Kuskokwim River, Kuskokuak 
Slough and Native allotments F-13111, 
F-13556 Parcel A, F-17019 Parcel A and 
F-17074 Parcel A; 

Sec. 12, excluding the Kuskokwim River, ~uskokuak 
Slough and Native allotments F-17074 Parcel A, 
F-13556 Parcel A, F-18288 Parcel A and F-19257 
Parcel A; 

Sec. 13, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native 
allotment F-17074 Parcel B; 



Sec. 14, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough; 
Sec. 15, excluding Native allotment F-17075; 
Sec. 16, excluding the Tupuknuk Slough: 
Sec. 21, excluding the Tupuknuk Slough: 
Secs. 22 and 23, all; 
Sec. 24, excluding Native allotment F-17074 

Parcel B; 
Secs. 25, 26 and 27, all; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotment F-17056 

Parcel A; 
Secs. 33 to 36, inclusive, all. 

Containing approximately 12,706 acres. 

Aggregating approximately 131,463 acres 

The conveyance issued for the surface estate of the lands 
described above shall contain the following reservations to 
the United States: 

1. The subsurface estate therein, and all rights, 
privileges, immunities and appurtenances, of whatsoever 
nature, accruing unto said estate pursuant to the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 
1971 (85 Stat. 688, 704; 43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(f) 
(Supp. V, 1975)); and 

2. Pursuant to Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (85 Stat. 688, 
708; 43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b) (Supp. V, 1975)), the 
following public easements, referenced by easement 
identification number (EIN) on the easement maps in 
case file F-14883-EE, are reserved to the United 
States and subject to further regulation thereby: 

a. (EIN 2 L) A streamside easement twenty-five 
(25) feet in width upland of and parallel 
to the ordinary high water mark on all banks 
and an easement on the entire bed of the 
Kwethluk River from the point of tidal 
influence in Sec. 4, T. 8 N., R. 69 W., 
Seward Meridian, upstream to Sec. 1, T. 5 N., 
R. 68 W., Seward Meridian. Purpose is to 
provide for public use of waters having 
highly significant present recreational use. 

b. (EIN 11 C4) A site easement upland of the 
ordinary high water mark in Sec. 10, T. 6 N., 
R. 68 W., Seward Meridian, on the left bank of 
the Kwethluk River. The site is one (1) acre 
in size with an additional twenty-five (25) foot 



wide easement on the bed of the river along 
the entire waterfront of the site. The site 
is for camping, staging, and vehicle use. 

c. (EIN 13 C) The right of the United States to 
enter upon the lands hereinabove granted for 
cadastral, geodetic or other survey purposes 
is reserved, together with the right to do all 
things necessary in connection therewith. 

d. (EIN 14 C) A continuous linear easement twenty- 
five (25) feet in width upland of and parallel 
to the mean high tide line in order to provide 
access to and along the marine coastline and 
use of such shore for purposes such as beaching 
of watercraft or aircraft, travel along the 
shore, recreation and other similar uses. 
Deviations from the waterline are permitted 
when specific conditions so require, e.g., 
impassable topography or waterfront obstruction. 
This easement is subject to the right of the 
owner of the servient estate to build upon such 
easement a facility for public or private 
purposes, such right to be exercised reasonably 
and without undue or unnecessary interference 
with or obstruction of the easement. When 
access along the marine coastline easement is 
to be obstructed, the owner of the servient 
estate will be obligated to convey to the United 
States an acceptable alternate access route, 
at no cost to the United States, prior to the 
creation of such obstruction. 

These reservations have not been conformed to the Departmental 
easement policy announced March 3, 1978, and published as 
final rulemaking on November 27, 1978, 43 FR 5 5 3 2 6 .  Conformance 
will be made at a later date in accordance with the terms 
and conditions of the agreement dated August 23, 1978 
between the Secretary of the Interior, Calista Corporation and 
Kwethluk Incorporated. 

The grant of lands shall be subject to: 

1. Issuance of a patent confirming the boundary 
description of the lands hereinabove granted after 
approval and filing by the Bureau of Land Management 
of the official plat of survey covering such lands; 

2. Valid existing rights therein, if any, including 
but not limited to those created by any lease 



( i n c l u d i n g  a l e a s e  i s sued  under Sec.  6 ( g )  o f  t h e  
Alaska Sta tehood A c t  o f  J u l y  7, 1958 (72 S t a t .  339, 
341; 48 U.S.C. Ch. 2, Sec. 6 ( g )  ( 1 9 7 0 ) ) ) ,  c o n t r a c t ,  
pe rmi t ,  right-of-way o r  easement,  and t h e  r i g h t  o f  
t h e  lessee, c o n t r a c t e e ,  p e r m i t t e e  o r  g r a n t e e  t o  t h e  
complete enjoyment of a l l  r i g h t s ,  p r i v i l e g e s  and 
b e n e f i t s  t he r eby  gran ted  t o  him. F u r t h e r ,  pu r suan t  
t o  Sec. 1 7 ( b ) ( 2 )  of t h e  Alaska Nat ive  Claims S e t t l e -  
ment A c t  o f  December 18, 1971 (85  S t a t .  688; 43 U.S.C. 
1601)  Supp. V,  1 9 7 5 ) ) ,  any v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t  
recognized by s a i d  a c t  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  have what- 
ever r i g h t  o f  a c c e s s  a s  i s  now provided f o r  under 
e x i s t i n g  law; 

3. Requirements o f  Sec. 14(c)  of t h e  Alaska Nat ive  
Claims Se t t l emen t  A c t  o f  December 18,  1971 (85  S t a t .  
688, 703; 43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613 (c )  (Supp. V, 1 9 7 5 ) ) ,  
t h a t  t h e  g r a n t e e  hereunder  convey t h o s e  p o r t i o n s ,  
i f  any, o f  t h e  l ands  here inabove g r an t ed ,  a s  a r e  
p r e s c r i b e d  i n  s a i d  s e c t i o n ;  and . 

4 .  The terms and c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e  agreement da ted  
August 23, 1978, between t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
I n t e r i o r ,  C a l i s t a  Corpora t ion  and Kwethluk Incorpora ted  
A copy of t h e  agreement s h a l l  be a t t a c h e d  t o  and 
become a p a r t  o f  t h e  conveyance document and s h a l l  
be recorded t he r ewi th .  A copy of t h e  agreement is  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Bureau of  Land Management easement 
case f i l e  f o r  Kwethluk Incorpora ted ,  s e r i a l i z e d  
F-14883-EE. Any person wishing t o  examine t h i s  
agreement may do s o  a t  t h e  Bureau of Land Management, 
Alaska S t a t e  O f f i c e ,  701 C S t r e e t ,  Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

Kwethluk Inco rpo ra t ed  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  conveyance of 138,240 a c r e s  
o f  land s e l e c t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  Sec. 1 2 ( a )  of t h e  Alaska Nat ive  
Claims Se t t l emen t  A c t .  To d a t e ,  approximate ly  131,463 a c r e s  
o f  t h i s  e n t i t l e m e n t  have been approved f o r  conveyance; t h e  
remaining e n t i t l e m e n t  of  approximate ly  6 ,777  a c r e s  w i l l  be 
conveyed a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  

Pursuant  t o  Sec. 1 4 ( f )  o f  t h e  Alaska Nat ive  Claims Se t t l emen t  
A c t ,  conveyance t o  t h e  subsu r f ace  e s t a t e  of t h e  l ands  d e s c r i b e d  
above w i l l  be g r an t ed  t o  C a l i s t a  Corpora t ion  a t  t h e  same t i m e  
conveyance i s  g r a n t e d  t o  Kwethluk Incorpora ted  f o r  t h e  s u r f a c e  
e s t a t e ,  and s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  same c o n d i t i o n s  a s  t h e  
s u r f a c e  conveyance. 

The Kuskokwim River ,  Kuskokuak Slough, Tupuknuk Slough and 
Church Slough a r e  cons ide red  t o  be s u b j e c t  t o  t i d a l  i n f l u e n c e  
and nav igab le  th roughout  t h e  Kwethluk s e l e c t i o n .  



Enclosed a r e  cop ie s  of  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  p l a t s  showing t h e  lands  
approved f o r  conveyance a long with  maps showing t h e  easements 
t o  be reserved .  

I n  accordance wi th  Departmental r e g u l a t i o n  43 CFR 2650.7(d) 
n o t i c e  of t h i s  d e c i s i o n  is being published once i n  t h e  Federal  
R e g i s t e r  and once a week, f o r  f o u r  ( 4 )  consecu t ive  weeks, i n  
both  t h e  Anchorage T i m e s  and - The Tundra Drums. Any p a r t y  
c la iming  a p rope r ty  i n t e r e s t  i n  lands  a f f ec t ed  by t h i s  
d e c i s i o n  may appeal  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  t h e  Alaska Native Claims 
Appeal Board, P.O. Box 2433, Anchorage, Alaska 99510, wi th  a 
copy served upon both t h e  Bureau o f  Land Management, Alaska 
S t a t e  O f f i c e ,  701 C Street, Box 13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513 
and t h e  Regional S o l i c i t o r ,  O f f i c e  of t h e  S o l i c i t o r ,  510 L 
Street,  S u i t e  408, Anchorage, Alaska 99501, a l s o :  

1. Any p a r t y  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e  of t h i s  d e c i s i o n  s h a l l  
have 30 days from t h e  r e c e i p t  of t h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  
f i l e  an appea l .  

2. Any unknown p a r t i e s ,  any p a r t i e s  unable  t o  be l oca t ed  
a f t e r  reasonable  e f f o r t s  have been expended t o  
l o c a t e ,  and any p a r t i e s  who f a i l e d  or re fused  t o  
s i g n  t h e  r e t u r n  r e c e i p t  s h a l l  have u n t i l  JPR 11 
t o  f i l e  an appeal .  

3. Any p a r t y  known o r  unknown who may c l a im  a proper ty  
i n t e r e s t  which is adverse ly  a f f e c t e d  by t h i s  d e c i s i o n  
s h a l l  be deemed t o  have waived those  r i g h t s  which 
were adve r se ly  a f f e c t e d  un less  an appea l  i s  t imely  
f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board. 

To avoid summary d i s m i s s a l  of t h e  appeal ,  t h e r e  must be s t r ict  
compliance w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  governing such appea ls .  (See 
enclosed AS0 Form 2650-4.) 

I f  an appeal  i s  taken ,  t h e  p a r t i e s  t o  be served a re :  

Kwethluk Incorpora ted  
Kwethluk, Alaska 99621 

C a l i s t a  Corpora t ion  
516 Denali  Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Judith A. Knmminj 
Chief ,  Divis ion of ANCSA 
Operat ions  



Enclosures : 
AS0 Form 2650-4 
Cy 43 CFR Part 4, Subpart J 
Plats 
Maps 
Legend 

cc: 
Joint Federal-State Land Use 
Planning Commission for Alaska 

733 West Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps) 

State of Alaska 
~ivision of Lands 
323 East Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/rnaps) 

Birch, Horton, Bittner and Monroe, Inc. 
Attn: Michael R. Spaan 
733 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 206 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and plats) 

Cole, Hartig, Rhodes, Norman & Mahoney 
717 K Street, Suite 201 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and plats) 

Mr. Earle Williams ( £ 1 ~ )  
17th Coast Guard District 
P.O. Box 3-5000 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
(w/maps and plats) 

DM-A (018) 
(w/maps) 







MANAGEMENT 
BuREYtX€&45"Pf 1ce 

555 C o r d o v a  S t r e e t ,  Pouch 7 - 5 1 2  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0  

4 0  1862-4 
(Nov.  1 9 7 8 )  

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

C a l i s t a  C o r p o r a t i o n  
516  C c n a l i  S t r e c t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  11lasi:a 0 9 5 0 1  

G e n t l e m e n  : 

W e  a r e  h a p p y  t o  t r a n s m i t  t h e  e n c l o s e d  i n t e r i m  c o n v e y a n c e .  

T h i s  i s  t h e  o r i g l n a l  d o c u m e n t  c o n v e y i n g  t h e  d e s c r i b e d  l a n d  
f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  y o u .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  i n  a s a f e  
p l a c e .  I f  y o u  a r e  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  i t  i s  correct ,  you s h o u l d  
i m m e d i a t e l y  r e c o r d  i t  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  R e c o r d e r  ( D i s t r i c t  
~ a g i s t r a t e )  o f  t h e  p r e c i n c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d .  

I f  you h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  w h e r e  you s h o u l d  r e c o r d  y o u r  
i n t e r i m  c o n v e y a n c e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  S t a t e  R e c o r d e r ,  S t a t e  
o f  A l a s k a ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  9 4 1  West F o u r t h  
A v e n u e ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1 .  B e  s u r e  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  d e s c r i p t i o n  when w r i t i n g  f o r  more i n f o r m a t i o n .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

. , E n c l o s u r e s  : 
I n t e r i m  Conveyance  
Maps 

I N T E R I M  CONVEYANCE NO. 2 14 
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D MANAGEMENT 
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555 

A S 0  1862-4 
(Nov. 1978) 

,, , , 2' ' I T  

1362 (961 

F-14883-A 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Gentlemen: 

We are happy to transmit the enclosed interim conveyance. 

This is the original document conveying the described land 
from the United States to you. It should be kept in a safe 
place. ~f you are satisfied that it is correct, you should 
immediately record it in the Office of Recorder (District 
Magistrate) of the precinct in which the property is located. 

If you have any questions as to where you should record your 
interim conveyance, please contact the State Recorder, State 
of Alaska, Department of Administration, 941 west Fourth 
Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99501. Be sure to include the 
property description when writing for more information. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosures: 
Interim Conveyance 
Maps 

INTERIM CONVEYANCE NO. 2 13 

Save Energy and You Serve America! 



. . ' r c .  1!, 9111  . :ii, l!l l .  

! 1 t o  7 ,  I ' . . C ~ ~ , S ! \ , ~ ,  ,dl!& 
' :c!c3. 11 ;:n;: I ? .  >I : ,  
.7,:cs. 1 7  r . c !  -11 I 
: - ccs .  ; ? , 3 ,  . + I l l  - ,> : K G .  I.. .!?<! > 3 ,  ,111. 



' a .  I:!, c.:cli:2ir~:,  : ' n k i v r !  ,411: :~  w;r !'-1 7 , ? 1 2  
I ' i ,  r cP  1 ' : I  

::c.:. 11. 1  1 : ;  "c~: \ .c  , \ I  lqc.?c!!,ts ;-;?,;:.I 
i'1:rcrl , i-!i,?'?l :'.>:eel : , >I-, I !'-I,. 1 ' ; 3 ~  

: . : . . : c l . i i i :~ : ,  ".:r!,:c .>::<,t,,c!;!:,: T - I ! ; ~ : ; ,  
- 7 : 1  ! l  , 7 ,  r - l l f i l ' j  r;.rc,.~l II 

' r s .  ? I ,  : 1 .  : I I : :  ;'-?;?l's 
,',x:;.l , 1 ' - 1  : : I  r l  

' c  :? r o  ? 7 ,  t ; ! r l \ : - , : t re ,  , , ! . l l  
'.c. , , ! c l u  '!,':! t c 1 y r : c  '--1117'!& 

.-. : . ~ r i . c l  
,' - , : S  . . ', . .- 1 t:, . Lnclds!..'<!, : , 1 l .  

,; ,,,;: ..,;,:< .c !  ' ' ! . I .  - 
JUL 1 2 1979 





. . 
' : , - . !  . r : .  , . .  ;; .. ! ,  - . ? , : ,  , , ,  . , 

'...(.. . .  . J P  .;1.!9% P , , 1 - .  " - ? > . . l l ,  1 - i ? . ' , ' , ,  , . '  
" . , ,<, . !  . . . 

j I 
."',.<.. I T , ,  -.(c:l ,: :i , ,:: .,,, ~, ;;, i ,. , ? . ,  , - 1  .' , 

, ' ., ... ;r.I 1 1 ' , r  ..,.l 
. 1 ,  ' .  ' . . I j  14,. , , ! , ,  i ,.., ' : I ! ,> :  , ,  - 

; ' - ! V ! :  ). ,rt:vi w,! 4. -17, , :73-  . . :.,:,>.,,] . 
8.C. I,<, , - : ? : :  !i:, ',!..,.;,>,. , l  l,,r, ,.-,; '-;;,'.>*:. 

' . , ,  . 1 '  , . ,-,. , ' 8 ,  , , . , : :  :.-- , , 1 1 , \ ,  . . ,  ;; "- ; ,?, : , . - ,  : .  . . , , ... , ' ~ ! [  j ~ , ?  , I ' ! i l  , - , , v : :  --! , / :  1 
, . ,:;, I - ] ' . ? , ' '  I . .c.  ' 1 ,  . ' , I  : .:: " , "  , . 

I , ;..:,.,, , . 1 ,:,! 
l !  ,p.1. " - 1  : 7 + :  , i . x r , . . l  '., 

' > -  . . ,  .... : , . I , ,  I! .,, P '  ,, :',:,,I,<,. ., ; 
I ,  ! ' . . J , ! . .  : 1 )  , . , , I . .  . 

', ,c. 1 7 ,  , . . , : I  : :  1 :  !;. ..'.,. ,!-. .,, ,:,, : I , ,  ,, 

, . r  I ' - I : . < .  .,. , . ,  , ! ' -.,?'>:,7 ' .>!?,~>, 
7 1 ,  "-1 ' i , . < l  7 , 8 ,  I . ..,(,. ;; ";. I ,  . r , .  : ' a : ' . .  . ,.,I ! , , :  , . , I .  c . - ! 7 : 8 s : :  
. :.; 

, : , ,c .  , ' 5 ,  ,-.<,,.1,, ::L :q., , ' < I . ;  i . 7 ,  : , l :u>.  , ~ - ,  :, . -1; ,,,.,.), 
!'-,bq'j]:,:, , . , r e , . ,  7 . , - ;  ? - l , ' . ? , .  : , > . , - . . , I .  

,, ,. '. I 
' : : ,  v : - i . i  .is . , : I (  h,. ,.,i::,!., ;!,.., -I?., ' :!,  

: . . ,-c.1 ' 2  
. 7 ,  ' , 7 ' .  , ' I 
.!\?. 7,:t . ' '  , '  . :. ' , . " ! ,  '<..: . , 

,A:il.{.,,8<% ,,11<>!-.,<, : t  r - l ?  .I., ' 7 , , r c , . l  : c ,  " I  - / ,  : ! %  - ! - i  ;.,. :.: I:,r ...rr - . , , > .  2 . 

I , . : , , .  .... . .  . .  , ; l i . , .  ..i !,,,. , - r  . . . 
* ! I , , \ , .  ;*,,. ,.-!7.,,., 

? . ,  ' <  . ' ,,::,:,> , l  l , , L  ,.? , - 1  7 .  



..,,c:. :! >!,%I ;, .\,.cltL,; j.,, 1 .,.? : :<:.,,,.,,: 8 L U ' , , , : ;  . !,, c\<"!,t I ;* ,~ , .: . , ,  ,.<>!.,:,\, : . , , - .y  :,,,! 
. , ' I  , ! . I  

. ; e< . .  # I ,  ? Y " l , , , . ; i : ,  ..,, =:I,: , '-:.>,,>I, ,;, 

: 1mi  i : , ; ; , I , !  :nu{: ,-i,7,: >!,, < , " < I  ,,:!ti,,:., , , l l , , ; , , % : , ~  
:.-I / t l ~ I  vrrcr.l  ! : I  

. : < : c .  1';. ~ - ;%t : l~ !~ . ' l , , , ,  tl,c L ' i , 5 $ l , . ~ ! t , , f i : -  ' i . .VkX,  ' ;~ . ,p , , i . : l~ , !<  

I '  , 1 1 1  ' . i t i . v c  1 ,  - I ! I ,  '-:I.)ii, 

" A L , . : , . ~  .:,, :--;vi.;!, ; > . , r z v l  !I, ,!!,! ,'-..)>;:,:,j 
: : !  

. 1 ,  ' , , : < l , , , l ! , : #  p , >  ' . . . . '  ;,'- ,. . .:., ' <  , , r  ..,., 1 
: . ? r i v e  . ? ! ? r r L  i - n ~  - 1 . 5  I ' . I  ! , :  ' , , ,<c ! !~ . ! i ,~ .  
r ! , ?  >::j,?::,2i:: ,i., \ , i > ~ -  - , ,  ~ ~ : ; ~ I C ~ ~ ; ~ , J ; ~ ! . .  ,i.>,.: :>, ,gr.:l 
" . i t i . v r  . . l l . , r  ~ . c  !-11111 

: , ? . . l l ,  : '  ! . ! : . ;  ! ,Fvr , r ,  ~ ' ~ J : , ~ . , , :  

" ! 0 3 , , ~ .  . I " ' )  ' I . ! 7 i , ! ?  , i), , t  . , , . I t @  l ' - l 7  ,7: ':,>z.,:<.: .,, 
i , - , > j 7 [ '  , - ,  i..ri.,!i p ,  3 ' .  

: A ,  I n !  
1:-1#1?>7 b;!. <...! ,iI 

,:-c. I ,  : -  ; t l c  ' I , . ! '  ' :Iu.,  i!  ,,,:.! 
: i t  I ,  I "-17?714 : ' , r c c !  . ; 

,. . . I:,. ,:x:l, ~ j , ; , :  L;,? !';!.,;.oi:,,,'.: ;;,,,:>hl 

- : ? c .  1 5 ,  : I :  ' i :  ! :-!.7; 75 i  
. 1 . I :  t i ' c  ' . ' t$;,!~',,r-:,,;, . l,,,,,r,;.ji 
'.x. 1 1 ,  ( , : T ~ I ,  XI, ., ;::c ': I ~ ~ u I : ~ , , ; ~  -?c,,! ' , ;  

2 .  7.' . ! W  J . c i I ,  
,. . - . c .  . ? [ 1 ,  c:.:cl,:.ii:,,. : ati .vc . ~ l l t . > t : , ~ : , i  r - 1 1 ! : 7 b  



S 3 ) ri . :! .c ? '  r I c  :':,ic. I ' r  ,(:,.:; t o  
r : e ' , c  : i ! . ,  r ,  r u r  
~.v 'r?sr .r i! .  t i  or , \ r ' . , , r  ? : b ~ ~ ~ c y  ; \ c r : > o ; ? ?  
i 3  ! :  1 3 1 C : i : ~ r  , t!l,' i t  t r l  i.? 
. i l l  I : : !  ;:ccr-:snr!; i n  c < i ~ . # : c t i n : i  r!>cro.~'cb.. 

. . 
(::::i 14 !:) A ~ O ~ , ~ ! . ~ - : ! . ~ ~ ~ J S  ~ Iv ;~?ar  c'>!?r:,?n\ 
t -  ( 5 )  c in i t !  I . !  ! ioci 
.. J ., .. , t o  ! - .  i :  ? I 1 ?  1 i . i ) ~  i n  < ~ Z , ' S Y  

r o  i r c i r c  t o  t : :  I ~ " c  -.iri!.n 

L C  0 ,:I-? d ; o r ? ,  r i?ci- , -? t ion,  an\! vtl.::r 
s .:. j,l,?r O ~ P X .  l v v i < : ~ L ~ - : . 3  ' I .(, , .;  :?,? ~, :a l : rv r l i a~  
r ' r c  1 C . 8  I , :  T ; I C c i i i ( .  . . i ( ,  

I(, i~ i?r t ,  ,. ..>... i .;,:,;u,?l%lc I-<,; o : .~ , , , , ~ .~ .  . o r  
~ , ~ , ~ t ~ ~ ~ f x o ~ , ~ t  ,>L,st~.,~~:tj~or;. '..')L$ , - k . :o : . . . c !  t j.,; 
F : I ! , ~ c ~  -.  r a  t i :  r i . , h t  n f  : ! .a?  i!i.;~:?r 6: L I P  
; r , r v i cn t  i!,c.irf t o  1 I ,  i -:ii~c-.!rt. i 
I i9r h i  ; [ jr i i . r t i ,  - ~ ! : : ; : o : v < ,  ?t;c:,, .: , , ..:,. , t i ,  li. : r i : . !  ; : !  i j l l : . . > l , L  

; u r  I :  i : ;tcV.,rc.~r..  ,, $~L;,, , > r  



7 . I ! : : , !  . ,. - 
'.:c.! - 

JUL 1 2 1979 











-- 
I 

Interim Summary Report / 
Attachment 6 h - 1 4 8 2 4 - ~ ~  (75.4) F-14824-A 

Memorandum i:, 

5P,J 
To : Chief, Division of ANCSA and State Conveyances (960) 14 

From : SD 

Subject: Final Easements for Kokarmiut Corporation (Village of Akiak) 

Following are the final easement, major waterway, navigability, and tidal influence 
recommendations for lands selected by the village of Akiak. Of those , 
recommendations, my decision is as follows. 

MAJOR WATERWAYS: 

The Kuskokwim River and the Kisaralik River are determined to be major 

The Kuskokwim River provides access to and between communities both upstream 
and downstream and has a long history of use as an intervillage travel route. 
The Kuskokwim River receives a great degree of watercraft use from motorboats, 
barges,  and floatplanes. Barges travel from the mouth of the Kuskokwim River 
to Akiachak, and beyond, delivering goods and materials to villages along its 
entire length. 

The Kisaralik River has been identified for inclusion in the National Wild and 
Scenic River System and provides access to public land. 

NAVIGABILITY: 

The following water bodies have been determined to be navigable by reason of 
travel, trade and commerce: 

The Kuskokwim River and its interconnecting sloughs, throughout the 
selection area; 

Mishevik Slough of the Kuskokwim River, throughout the selection 
area; 

Kuskokuak Slough of the Kuskokwim River, throughout the selection area; 

Reindeer Slough of the Kuskokwim River, throughout its length; and 

The Kisaralik River from i ts  confluence with the Kuskokwim River in Sec. 19, 
T .  9 N., R .  67 W . ,  Seward Meridian, to the "Y"  in Sec. 13, T .  9 N. ,  R .  67 W . ,  
Seward Meridian; 



A l l  other named and unnamed water bodies within the lands to be conveyed 
were reviewed and,  based upon existing evidence, were determined to be 
nonnavigable . 
TIDAL INFLUENCE: 

The following water bodies have been determined to be tidally influenced: 

The Kuskokwim River; 
Kuskokuak Slough of the Kuskokwim River; 
Mishevik Slough of the Kuskokwim River; 
Reindeer Slough of the Kuskokwim River; 
The Kisaralik River, to Sec. 20, T .  9 N . ,  R .  67 W., Seward Meridian; and 
The Kasigluk River. 

Actual limits of tidal influence, for water bodies listed above and for other 
water bodies within the lands to be conveyed, if any, will be determined at the 
time of survey. 

ALLOWABLE USES : 

All  easements are subject to applicable Federal, State or  Municipal 
corporation regulation. The following is a listing of uses allowed for 
each type of easement. Any uses which are not specifically listed are 
prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail 
easement are : travel by foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, two- 
and three-wheel vehicles, and small all-terrain vehicles (ATV's) (less 
than 3,000 lbs. Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed on a one acre site easement are:  
vehicle parking (e . g . , aircraft, boats, ATV's , snowmobiles, cars,  
t rucks) ,  temporary camping, and loading or unloading. Temporary 
camping, loading, or unloading shall be limited to 24 hours. 

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: 

a .  (EIN 14 C5) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the ordinary 
high water mark in Sec. 1, T .  10 N . ,  R .  67 W : ,  Seward Meridian, 
on the right bank of the Kuskokwim River. The uses allowed 
are those listed for a one (1) acre site easement. 

Discussion : 
This site is necessary to facilitate a reasonable pattern of travel 
along the waterway and will serve as a trailhead for trail EIN 
14a C5. The site is located about midway between Tuluksak and 
Akiak and provides the only spot for camping along this 20-mile 
stretch of river.  

b .  (EIN 14a C5). An easement for a proposed access trail twenty-five 
(25) feet in width from site EIN 14 C5 northwesterly to public 



land. The uses allowed are those listed for a twenty-five (25) 
foot wide trail easement. The season of use will be limited to 
winter. 

Discussion : 
This short trail (approximately one-half ( J i )  mile long) is necessary 
to provide public access to and between the public waters of the 
Kuskokwim River and public lands isolated by village selections. 
If this land should later be conveyed to the village this easement 
will no longer be necessary. These lands are currently part  of 
an overselection by the village and will Likely remain in public 
ownership. 

The following easements were considered but were not recommended: 

a .  (EIN 2 D l ,  D9, E )  An easement for an existing access trail 
twenty-five (25) feet in width from Akiak in Sec. 31, T .  10 N. ,  
R. 67 W .  , Seward Meridian, northerly to public lands. 

Discussion : 
Alternate, preferred, and existing access to public land is via 
Akiachak trail EIN 1 D l ,  D9. 

b .  (EIN 9 Dl) An easement for an existing access trail twenty-five 
(25) feet in width from Akiak in Sec. 32, T .  l O , N . ,  R .  67 W . ,  
Seward Meridian, southeasterly to public lands. 

Discussion: 
Existing and preferred access to public land is via the Kisaralik 
River, a major waterway, in its frozen state.  

c .  (EIN 11 C4) An easement for an existing access trail twenty-five 
(25) feet in width from Akiak in Sec. 31, T .  10 N . ,  R .  67 W . ,  
Seward Meridian, westerly to Akiachak . 
Discussion : 
Alternate and preferred intervillage travel occurs on the Kuskokwim 
River in either the frozen or Liquid state.  

/S/ Fred E. Wolf 
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Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 7 

CERTIFIED MAIL P 2 2 1 0 1 9 7 9 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Kokarmuit Corporation 
Akiak, Alaska 99552 

CaLista Corporation 
516 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

DECISION 

JUN 2 9 1982 

F-14824-A, F-14824-A2 
Village Selections 

Section 12(b) Application Rejected in Part 
Lands Proper for Village Selection 

Approved for Interim Conveyance or Patent 
- - 

On November 18, 1974, K o k a ~ u i t  Corporation, for the Native village of Akiak, 
filed selection application F-14824-A under the provisions of Sec. 12(a) of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U .  S.C. 1601, 1611 
(1976) (ANCSA)), as amended, for the surface estate of certain lands in the 
vicinity of Akiak..- - 

On December 11, 1975, Kokarmuit Corporation filed selection application F-14824-A2 
pursuant to Sec. 12(b) of ANCSA, for certain lands previously selected pursuant 
to Sec. 12(a) with the statement that its Sec. 12(a) selection overrides the 
Sec. 12(b) selection. Therefore, application F-14824-A2 is hereby rejected as 
to the lands herein approved for conveyance. Further action on application 
F-14824-A2, as to the lands not rejected herein will be taken at a later date. 

Kokarmuit Corporation, in its November 18, 1974 application, excluded several 
bodies of water. Because certain of those water bodies have been determined 
to be nonnavigable, they are considered to be public lands withdrawn under 
Sec. l l ( a ) ( l )  and available for selection by the village pursuant to Sec. 12(a) 
of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. Section 12(a) and 43 CFR 2651.4(b2 
and (c) provide that a village corporation must, to the extent necessary to 
obtain its entitlement, select all available lands within the township or  townships 
within which the village is located, and that additional lands selected shall be 
compact and in whole sections. For these reasons, the water bodies which were 
improperly excluded in the November 18, 1974 application are considered selected 
by Kokarmuit Corporation. 

As to the lands described below, the application, as amended, is properly filed 
and meets the requirements of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act and of 
the regulations issued pursuant thereto. These lands do not include any lawful 
entry perfected under or being maintained in compliance with laws leading to 
acquisition of title. 



In view of the foregoing, the surface estate of the following described lands, 
selected pursuant to Sec . 12(a) of ANCSA, aggregating approximately 103,238 acres, 
is considered proper for acquisition by Kokarmuit Corporation and is hereby 
approved for conveyance pursuant to Sec. 14(a) of ANCSA. 

U .  S.  Survey No. 2243, Alaska, situated at the Native village of Akiak, on 
the right bank of the Kuskokwim River, excluding U .  S. Survey No. 5068, 
Townsite of Akiak, Alaska. 

Containing 1,188.67 acres. 

U.S. Survey No. 2294, Alaska, situated near the left bank of the Kuskokwim 
River and adjoining the south side of the unsurveyed town of Akiak, 
Alaska. 

Containing 160 acres. 

U.S. Survey No. 5068, Alaska, lot 3, Block 3, and lot 5;Block 1, Tract 
A ,  situated on the Kuskokwim River about twenty miles northeast of Bethel, 
Alaska . 
Containing 2.56 acres. 

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

-- T .  9 N.', R .  65 W .  
Sec. 29: 
.Set. 30;. excluding Native allotment F-18140; 
Secs. 31 and 32. 

Containing approximately 2,516 acres. 

T .  8 N . ,  R. 66 W .  
Secs. 1 to 6, inclusive; 
Sec. 7, excluding Native allotments F-17063 Parcel A 

and AA-8966 Parcel B; 
Secs. 8 to 17, inclusive; 
Sec. 18, excluding Native allotment F-17209 Parcel A .  

Containing approximately 11,320 acres. 

T .  9 N . ,  R .  66 W. 
Sec. 4. excludine Native ahotments F-15906 and F-17077; 
Sec. 5; excluding Native allotment F-17077; 
Sec. 6; 
Sec. 7, excluding Native allotment F-17082;. 
Sec. 8. excluding Native allotment F-17077; 
Sec. 9; excluding ,Native allotments F-1590.6, F-17077 

and F-033569; 
Secs. 10 and 15; 
Sec. 16, excluding Native allotment F-033569; 

' Sec. 17, excluding Native allotment F-17081; 
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Sec. 18, excluding Native allotments F-17081 and F-17082; 
Sec. 19, excluding Native allotments F-025251, F-17081, and F-15904; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native allotment F-17081; 
Secs. 21 and 22; 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotments F-18140 and F-17542; 
Sec. 26, excluding Native allotment F-17542; 
Sec. 27; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotment F-030770; . 
Sec. 29, excluding Native allotments F-030770 and F-15915; 
Sec. 30, excluding Native allotment F-025251; 
Sec. 31; 
Sec. 32, excluding Native allotments F-030770, F-15915 

and F-15908; 
Sec. 33, excluding Native allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 34; 
Secs. 35 and 36, excluding Native allotment F-17542. 

Containing approximately 15,428 acres. 

T. 10 N.,  R. 66 W. 
Secs. 4 to 7, inclusive; 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotment F-15903 Parcel B;  
Secs. 9 and 16; 
Sec. 17, excluding U. S. Survey No. 6192 and Native. 

allotment F-15910 Parcel A; 
- Sec. 18; 

Sec. 19, excluding U .S.  Survey No. 6192 and Native 
allotments F-15919 and F-15900 Parcel B; 

Sec. 20, excluding U.  S .  Survey No. 6192 and Native 
allotments F-15900 Parcel B,  F-15910 Parcel A and F-15919; 

Sec. 21, excluding Native allotment F-15911; 
Sec. 28; 
Sec. 29, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotments F-15919 and F-15900 Parcel B ;  
Sec. 30, excluding U .S.  Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotment F-15900 Parcel B; 
Secs. 31, 32, and 33. 

Containing approximately 10,304 acres. 

T. 8 N., R 67 W. 
Secs. 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Secs. 10 to i4, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 5,760 acres. 

T. 9 N . ,  R .  67 W .  
Secs. 1, 2, and 3; 
Sec. 4, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2294; 



Sec. 5, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243, U.S. Survey No. 2294 
and U.S. Survey No. 5068; 

Sec. 6, excluding U .  S. Survey No. 2243 and U.S. Survey No. 5068; 
Secs. 7 and 8; 
Sec. 9, excluding Native allotment F-17922 Parcel B; 
Sec. 10, excluding Native allotments F-18569, F-17922 Parcel B, 

F-13197 and F-13194;. 
Sec. 11, excluding Native allotment F-13194; 
Sec. 12, excluding Native allotment F-15898; 
Sec. 13, excluding Native allotments F-18420 Parcel A and F-15912; 
Sec. 14, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6159 and Native allotment F-18420 

Parcel A, Native allotment F-17220 Parcel A and F-15912; 
Sec. 15, excluding U .S.  Survey No. 6159 and Native allotments F-18569, 

F-17922 Parcel B, F-17220, F-15909, F-13209 and F-13197; 
Sec. 16, excluding Native alloment F-17922 Parcel B; 
Secs. 17 and 18; 
Sec. 19, excluding Native allotments F-15902, F-13301 and F-13205; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native allotments F-15902 and F-13301; 
Sec. 21; 
Sec. 22, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6159 and Native 

allotment F-15909; 
Sec. 23; 
Sec. 24, excluding Native allotment '3-025251; 

- - Sec. 25, excluding Native allotments F-025251 and F-16846; 
Sec. 26, excluding Native allotment F-16846; 
Secs. 27 and 28; 
Sec. 29, excluding Native allotment F-15902; 
Sec. 30, excluding Native allotments F-15901 Parcel B, 

F-13345. and F-13205; 
Sec . 31, excluding Native allotment F-13345; 
Secs. 32, 33, and 34; 
Secs . 35 and 36, excluding Native allobent F-16846. 

Containing approximately 18,037 acres. 

T. 10 N . ,  R. 67 W .  
Secs. land 2; 
Sec . 3, excluding Native allotment F-15916; 
Sec. 4, excluding Native allotment F-15917; 
Sec. 5; 
Sec. 6, excluding U . S .  Survey No. 6195 and Native allotment F-15914; 
Secs. 7 to 14, inclusive; 
Sec. 15, excluding Native allotment F-15913 Parcel A; 
Sec. 16, excluding U .  S. Survey No. 6193 and Native allotment F-15905; 
Sec. 17, excluding U .S. Survey No. 6193 and Native allotments F-15905 

and F-15900 Parcel A; 
Secs. 18 and 19; 
Sec. 20, excluding U.  S. Survey No. 6193 and Native 

allotment F-15900 Parcel A; 
Sec . 21, excluding Native allotment F-15920; 
Sec. 22, excluding Native allotment F-15913 Parcels A and B; 
Sec. 23, excluding Native allotment F-15913 Parcel B; 
Sec. 24; 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotment F-13377; 



Secs. 26 and 27; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotment F-15920; 
Secs. 29 and 30, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243; 
Sec. 32, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243, U.S. Survey 

No. 2294, and U.S. Survey No. 5068; 
Sec. 33, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2294; 
Secs. 34, 35, and 36. 

Containing approximately 16,927 acres. 

T. 11 N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 20 and 21: 
Secs. 28 to 33, bclusive. 

Containing approximately 5,075 acres. 

T. 9 N . ,  R. 68 W. 
Sec. 1, excluding U.S. Survey No. 5686, and U.S. Survey 

No. 2243 and Native allotment F-15910: 
Sec. 2, excluding U.S. Survey No. 5686 and Native allotment 

' F-15910 Parcel B; 
Sec. 3; 
Secs. 10 and 11, excluding Native allotment F-13199;. 
Secs. 12, 13, and 14; 
Sec. 15, excluding Native allotments F-16592 and F-16595. 

Containipg approximately 4,130 acres. 

T. 10 N . ,  R. 68 W. 
Secs. 1, 2, and 3; 
Secs. 10, 11, and 12; 
Secs . 13 and 14, excluding Native allotment F-16593; 
Sec. 15; 
Secs. 22, 23, and 24; 
Sec. 25, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243; 
Secs. 26 and 27; 
Secs. 34 and 35; 
Sec. 36, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243. 

Containing approximately 11,110 acres. 

T. 11 N . ,  R.' 68 W .  
Secs. 25 and 36. 

Containing approximately 1,280 acres. 

Aggregating approximately 103,238 acres. 

Excluded from the above-described lands herein approved for conveyance 
are the submerged lands, up to the ordinary high water mark, beneath all 



water bodies determined by the Bureau of Land Management to be navigable 
because they have been or could be used in connection with travel, trade, 
and commerce, or are pending a tidal determination at the time of survey. 
Those water bodies are identified on the attached navigabfity maps, the 
original of which will be found in easement case file F-14824-EE. 

Al l  other water bodies not depicted as navigable on the attached maps within 
the lands to be conveyed were reviewed. Based on existing evidence, they 
were determined to be nonnavigable. 

The lands excluded in the above description are not being approved for 
conveyance at this time and have been excluded for the following reason: 
Lands are under applications pending further adjudication. Lands within 
U.S. Surveys which are excluded are described separately in this decision 
if they are available for conveyance. These exclusions do not constitute -- 
a rejection of the selection application, unless specifically so stated. 

Enclosed are copies of current status plats showing the lands approved tor 
conveyance along with maps showing easements to be reserved, navigable 
water bodies, and/or tidal waters pending a determination of tidal influence. 

The conveyance issued for the surface estate of the lands described above 
shall contain the following reservations to the United States: 

- - 
1. The subsurface estate therein, and all, rights, privileges, immunities, 

and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, accruing unto said estate 
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 
1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(f)); and 

2. pursuant to'-sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native, Claims Settlement Act of 
December 18, 1971 (43 U.S. C. 1601, 1616(b)), the following public 
easements, referenced by easement identification number (EIN) on the 
easement maps attached to this document, copies of which will be 
found in case file F-14824-EE, are reserved to the United States. All 
easements are subject to applicable Federal, State, or Municipal 
corporation regulation. The following is a listing of uses allowed for 
each type of easement. Any uses which are not specifically listed are 
prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty-five (25) foot 
wide trail easement are: travel by foot, dogsled, animals, 
snowmobiles, two- and three-wheel vehicles, and small and 
large all-terrain vehicles (ATV's) (less than 3,000 lbs. 
Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed on a one acre site easement 
are: vehicle parking (e.  g. , aircraft, boats, ATV's , snowmobiles 
cars, trucks), temporary camping, and loading or  unloading. 
Temporary camping, loading, or unloading shall be limited 
to 24 hours. 

a .  (EIN 14 C5) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the ordinary 
high water mark in Sec. 1 ,  T .  10 N. ,  R .  67 W . ,  Seward Meridian, 



on the right bank of the Kuskohim River. The uses allowed 
are those listed above for a one (1) acre site easement. 

b .  (EIN 14a C5) An easement for a proposed access trail twenty-five 
(25) feet in width from site EIN 14 C5 northwesterly to public 
land. The uses allowed are those listed above for a twenty-five (25) 
foot wide trail easement. The season of use will be limited to winter. 

The grant of the above-described lands shall be subject to: 

1 .  Issuance of a patent after approval and filing by the Bureau of Land 
Management of the official plat of survey confirming the boundary 
description and acreage of the lands hereinabove granted; 

2. Valid existing rights therein, if any, including but not limited to 
those created by any lease (including a lease issued under Sec. 6(g) 
of the Alaska Statehood Act of July 7 ,  1958 (48 U. S.  C. Ch. 2, 
Sec. 6(g))) ,  contract, permit, right-of-way, or easement, and the 
right of the lessee, contractee, permittee, or grantee to the complete 
enjoyment of all rights, privileges, and benefits thereby granted to 
him. Further, pursuant to Sec. 17(b)(2) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b)(2) 
(ANCSA)), any valid existing right recognized by ANCSA shall continue 
to have whatever right of access as is now provided for under existing 
law; and . . 

3.. Requirements of Sec. 14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, l613(c)), that the grantee 
hereunder convey those portions, if any, of the lands hereinabove 
granted, as are prescribed in said section. 

Kokarmuit Corporation is entitled to conveyance of 115,200 acres of land selected 
pursuant to Sec. 12(a) of ANCSA. ' Together with the lands herein approved, 
the total acreage conveyed or approved for conveyance is approximately 103,238 acres. 
The remaining entitlement of approximately 11,962 acres will be conveyed at a 
later date. 

Pursuant to Sec. 14(f) of ANCSA, conveyance of the subsurface estate of the 
lands described above shall be issued to Calista Corporation when the surface 
estate is conveyed to Kokamuit Corporation, and shall be subject to the same 
conditions as the surface conveyance. 

In accordance with Departmental regulation 43 CFR 2650.7(d), notice of this 
decision is being published once in the Federal Register and once a week for 
four (4) consecutive weeks, in The Tundra Drums. 

Any party claiming a property interest in lands affected by this decision, an 
agency of the Federal government, or regional corporation may appeal the 
decision to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearings and Appeals, 
in accordance with the attached regulations in Title 43 Code of Federal R e ~ l a t i o n s  
(CFR), Part 4, Subpart E ,  as revised. However, pursuant to Public Law 96-487, 
this decision constitutes the final administratide determination of the Bureau of 
Land Management concerning navigability of water bodies. 



If an appeal is taken the notice of appeal must be filed in the Bureau of Land 
Management, Alaska State Office, Division of. ANCSA and State Conveyances, 
(9601, 701 C Street, Box 13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513. Do not send the appeal 
directly to the Interior .Board of Land Appeals. The appeal and copies of 
pertinent case files will be sent to the Board from this office. A copy of the 
appeal must be served upon the Regional Solicitor, 510 L Street, Suite 100, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 

The time limits 'for filing an appeal are: 

1. Parties. receiving service of this decision s h d  have 30 days from the. 
receipt of this decision to file an appeal. 

2. Unknown parties, parties unable to be located after reasonable efforts 
have been expended to locate, and parties who failed or  refused to 
sign the return receipt shall have until ~ u ~ f l 7 . 1 9 6 2  t o f i l e a n  
appeal. 

Any party known or  unknown who is adversely affected by this decision shall 
be deemed to have waived those rights which were adversely affected unless an 
appeal is timely filed with the Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office, 
Division of ANCSA and State Conveyances. 

-To avoid summary dismissal of the appeal, there must be strict compliance with 
the regulations governing such appeal. (See enclosed DO1 Form 1842-1.) 

If an .appeal is taken, the parties to be served with a copy of the notice of 
appeal are: 

~oka r&ui t  Corporation 
Akiak, Alaska 99552 

Calista Corporation 
516 Denali Street . 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

/r/ ANN JOHNSON 

Chief, Branch of 
ANCSA Adjudication 

Enclosures: 
DO1 Form 1842-1 
Appeal Regulations 
Maps 
Plats 
Legend 



CC : 
State of Alaska (CM-RRR) 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps and legend) 

M r .  Gary Gustafson (CM-RRR) 
Land Exchange/Entitlement Unit 
State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps, legend, and plats) 

M r .  James Sandberg (CM-RRR) 
Right-of-way Agent 
State of Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

- - (w/maps and legend) 

Mr .  Patrick P.  Ryan, Deputy Commissioner (CM-RRR) 
Maintenance and Operations 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, ~ l a s k a  99502 
(w/maps and legend) 

Mr. Robert W .  Ward, Commissioner 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
Pouch Z 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(w/maps and legend) 

M r .  Earle Williams (flp) 
17th Coast Guard District 
P.O. Box 3-5000 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
(w/maps and legend) 

.. Alaska Legal Services Corporation 
615 H Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and legend) 

M r .  John Moses 
Alaska Native Foundation 
411 West. Fourth Avenue, Suite 314 - 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and legend) . . 
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Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Juneau Area Office 
P.O. Box 3-8000 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
(w/maps and legend) 

Area Director 
U. S . Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Realty 
l o l l  East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(w/maps and legend) 

Bureau of Land Management 
Box 666 
~ - . - - . . - 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

M r .  James P. Duffy 
Association of Village Council Presidents 
Box 767 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

- - Chief, Real Estate Division 
Alaska District 
Corps of Engineers 
P ;O., BOX 7002 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps and legend) 

DM-A (010) 
(w/maps) 

AM-M (018) 
(w/maps) 

Chief, Branch of Office Engineering (922) 

Chief, Branch of Lands (941) 

Chief, Branch of Easement Identification (963) 

Fire Management (970) 
Attn : J. Costello 



The Tundra Drums 
P.O. Box 868 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

JUN 2 9 1982 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is a decision to be published once each week in consecutive 
weekly issues for 4 weeks. 

Please send a tear sheet of the first published decision immediatel'y 
to this office (Attention: ANCSA Operations/961) for proofing and 
verification. If there are deviations from the attached copy, 
corrections can then be made before the next publication, reducing 
your republication expense. 

At the expiration of the period of publication, please submit 
- -  your invoice and appropriate tear sheets, together with the 

original and one copy of our Advertising Order and.Public Voucher 
with the affidavit on the reverse side completed. 

A standard affidavit or proof of publication (notarized) must 
also be submitted for inclusion in our administrative file. 
Please send this and the documents listed in the paragraph above 
to the attention of Management Services (951). 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ ANN JOHNSON 

Chief, Branch of ANCSA 
Adjudication 

Enclosures: 
Notice of Decision for publication 
Public Voucher for Advertising (3) 





Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 8 

...-.... 
sac. 20. uclubina U a U w  rllomont I-17cai: 
S C C C . - I ~  ma z z t  - 
scc.  2 5 .  .xcluain9 nat ive . l lomenu t-17S42 and F-18140; 
s o t .  26, exclvdinq Nativ. a l l o t n m t  r-17542; 

.llorpcnt 1-i3~770, 
Sec.  29, excluding Native d l o t n e n t  F-15915 and tho.. lands  

rarmarl u i t h l n  Native Allotment T-030770: 
rec. 3 0 ,  c=c~uding r h o s t  lends Iemmrly wl&n N a t i v e  

a110Uimt F-0252L1; 

. - -  This Docwncnt ha6 been 

61 0 conccrsd by ,C No. 1935 
Incerin Cenveysncc Po. Dakd 30/04/05 
o.rc 3LC 9 a- 



T ,  1 0  N . ,  a. 66 W. . 
S.C.. 4 t. 7 .  iasiuliv.: 
smc. 8 ,  ~ c l u a l n q  n a t i v e  a l lo tman+ r- ism rlrc.1 B: 
kc.. 9 and 1 0 ,  
6.0. 1 7 ,  exc lud inq  W . a .  E w e y  NO. 6192 aod rativ. 

a l l o t p m t  r-15910 P u c e 1  A ;  
sac. 11, 
Sac. 19 .  ~ 1 ~ 1 u d l D g  U.6. S U N  No. 6191 LIld IIativm 

dlo-Y r-11900 r - 3  B .pd P-15919; 
be=. 1 0 ,  u c l u d l ~ g  U . S .  EWOJ no. 6192  ID^ Yatlve 

hl10mUit. 1-15900 ?arcel i, r-lb910 ?=el A .ad 
I-15919; 

ICS. 71. a c l u d h a  N a t l n  a l l o m a t  T-13911: --- - 

see. 
sac.  29, u c l u d h g  U.9. r w - y  No. 6192 and Uarivr 

a l l o t w n t m  P-15900 P u c r l  6 and r -15Ql91  
sac. 30, anclubing O . S .  survey No. 6192 and Native 

a l l o m t  r-11900 ?arc41 B; . 
5ccm. 11, 32 .M 3 3 .  

9 8 . .  8 .  67 W .  . 
~ C I .  I. 2 -a a ;  
SK- +, exc lud inq  U.6 .  S m y  NO. 1294: 
Sac. i, r=c lud inq  U.E. S w . y  No. 2243, U . 6 .  Survey 

No. 2294 d U.6.  9 w e y  NO. 5060: 

Sscl.  7 and  O r  
s c c .  9 ,  anc lva ing  Nltivc allebmc E-17922 r u m 3 1  B I  
sac. 10 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  U l o M a n U  F-13194. F-13197. 

T-17922 2 U s c l  B and F-185LP: 
see. 11, crclnding naciva  a l l o a t  r-13194; 
sec. 11, u d ~ d L n g  ~ativ. allotment r-15890: 
sac. 13. u c l u d l n q  Watl- A l l o m c n t a  F-15912 m d  F-1.3120 

? u c e l  A; 
sac .  14 ,  6xcludihg U . E .  lumey  N O .  61S9 md Native 

a l l o t m e n U  r-13209, 1-15912, F-17220 ?ud A and 
P-18410 Parcel A: 

Sac. 13, exc lud ing  U.S. 6 m 4 y  N O .  6159 and Native 
s l la+aumte  F13197, F-13209, F-15909, F-17120 
P a r c e l  A .  F-17922 P l r c a l  D rind F-18569. 

See .  1 6 .  ~ x s l u d i n m  Natlvc r l l o m m t  r-17922 Plrcel D; 

61 0 l'hs Documcnl hue bccn 
Interim Conveyance No. sorrrrtcd by U; No. 
Date  >Ld Z B  !m Dslcd 



S.C. 19. q ~ l u d i n q  Native LllotnrnO F-13105. 6-13301 and 
.-,*an,. 

. 7 t o  14,  i n e l u s i n ;  
IS, excluding U.S. s w a y  u o .  6189 
al lotment  1-15'113 I P F C . 1  AI 
1 6 ,  -cludlDq U.8. S u m y  No. 6193 
a l l o t r e n t  F-1SVn5; 
1 7 .  ~ c l u d i n g  U.S. SWCY NO. 6193 
, U ~ D ~ U C U  F - l s w  tuscl A .M P-: . 18 n M  19: 
1 0 .  ~ c l u d i n q  U.S. s w e y  No. 6193 
LlloBcnt r-15900 Pnreel A I  
21, u s l u d k l p  0 . 9 .  E w m y  NO. 6199  
.11otsmnt P-lS'1lOl 

and Native 

and N a U w  

md Native  
L59038 

and i l a t i r e  

~d n c i w  

and NaUve 

Uld 

ld 21;  
ssc. 2 a .  .xlcluding U.S.  S w r y  no. 6109 md Native 

.Ilot,acnt F - l S 9 2 0 :  

sec. 3 3 .  exclubfnp U.S. sum;, No. 22.4; 
sess .  31, 3 3  and 36. 



. 10 N.. R ,  6B W. 

S . O .  10. 11 d 12: 
sees. U rad 1.4, uc ludinq  Native r l l o h l n t  ?-lC598l 
Sac. 15; 
Sees. 2 1 ,  21 m d  24: 
S.C. 1 5 ,  s x s l l l d i n ~  P.S. 9 ~ 0 y  NO. 22431 
Sacs. 2 6  and  1 7 :  
sac.. 34 u d  3s; 
5.c. Jb ,  ~ c l n b l n g  U.S. Survey NO, 1241.  

Coatalnlnq rpprsrimmtelr 11.110 acres. 

I. 11 N.. R. LO W. 
SCca. 1 5  and 36. 

NOW K#CN a, th.+ + b a n  im, Cbcrafor*, F - a d  by the WITW 
SIrres OF *PWICA~ unto tb* .borc-~m.d corporat ion the a u f a e *  
ecta tc  i n  the 1-4 r b w e  demcribsb, TO EAVI MUM BaLD th8 s l i d  
ca ta te  '41- all t h e  ri&ta, prir i3sp.c .  iuunitica, Uld appurtcnUlcob, 
of whatro.ver Mrure,  thereunto belonging, unto the laid corperatim. 
let suecaarsr= and nmalvn., forevar: 

Interim convey-. No. 41 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ \ ~ ~ ~ ~ , &  
Date 0EC!B881 Daled 
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DLC a 9 881 

conwed by E No. 
. , , D a t a  .-- Dated 
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Calista Corporation 

is entitled to a conveyance pursuant to Secs. 14(f) and 22(j) of 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 
(43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(f). 1621(j)), of the subsurface estate 
reserved to the United States in the hereinbelow identified 
interim conveyance of the surface estate in the following 
described lands: 

61 0 Interim Conveyance Nb. 

U.S. Survey No. 2243, Alaska, situated at the Native village 
of Akiak, on the right bank of the Kuskokwim River, excluding 
U . S .  SUNey No. 5068, Townsite of Akiak, Alaska. 

containing approximately 1,189 acres 

seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsuneyedl 

T. 9 N., R. 65 W. I 

sec. 29; 
Sec. 30, excluding Native allotment F-18140; 
Secs. 31 and 32. 

. 1 containing approximately 2,516 acres. 

T. B N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 1 to 6, inclusive; 
Sec. 7, excluding Native allotments AA-8966 Parcel B and 

- - -  

Sets. 8 to 17, inclusive; 
Sec. 18, excluding Native allotment F-17209 Parcel A. 

Containing approximately 11,320 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 66 W. ' 
sec. 4, excluding Native allotments F-15906 and F-17077; 
Sec. 5, excluding Native allotment F-17077; 
sec. 6; 
Sec. 7, excluding Native allotment F-17082; 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotment F-17077; 
sec. 9, excluding Native allotments F-033569. F-15906, 

and F-17077: 

Sec. 16, excluding Native allotment F-033569; 
Sec. 17, excluding Natlve allotment F-17081; 
Sec. 18, excluding Native alloments F-17081 and F-17082; 
Sec. 19; eicluding Native allotments F-15904, F-17081, and 

those lands formerly within Native allotment F-025251; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native allotment F-17081; 
Secs. 21 and 22; 
sec. 25, excluding Native allotments F-17542 and F-18140; 
Sec. 26. excludins Native allotment F-17542; 
sec. 27; 
Sec. 28, excluding those lands formerly within Native 

allotment F-030770; / 

I 
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Sec. 29. excluding Native allotment F-15915 and those lands 
formerly within Native allotment F-030770; 

Sec. 30. excluding those lands formerly within Native 
allotment F-025251; 

Sec. 31; 
Sec. 32. excluding Native allotments F-15908. F-15915 and 

those lands formerly within Native allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 33, excluding those lands formerly within Native 

allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 34; 
Secs. 35 and 36, excluding Native allotment F-17542. 

Containing approximately 15,428 acres. 

Secs. 4 to 7, inclusive; 
Sec. 8 ,  excluding Native allotment F-15903 Parcel B; 
Secs. 9 and 16; . 
Sec. 17. excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotment F-15910 Parcel A; 
Sec. 18; 
Sec. 19, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotments F-15900 Parcel B and F-15919; 
Sec. 20, excluding U.S. survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotments F-15900 Parcel B, F-15910 Parcel A and 
F-15919; 

Sec. 21, excluding Native allotment F-15911; 
Sec. 28; 
Sec. 29, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotments F-15900 Parcel B and F-15919; 
! Sec. 30, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotment F-15900 Parcel B; 
secs. 31, 32 and 33. 

Containing approximately 10,304 acres 

T. 8 N., R. 67 W. , .. 
Secs. 1 to 4 , ~ i n c l u s ~ ~ ~ .  
Secs. 10 to 14, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 5,760 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 67 W. ' 
Secs. 1, 2 and 3; 
sec. 4 ,  excluding U.S. survey ~ 2 .  2294; 
Sec. 5, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243, U.S. survey 

No. 2294 and U.S. Survev No. 5068; 
Sec. 6, excluding U.S. survey No. 2243 and U.S. Survey 

No. 506R: . . . - . . - , 
Secs. 7 and 8; 
Sec. 9, excluding Native allotment F-17922 Parcel B; 
Sec. lo, excludina Native allotments F-13194, F-13197. 

F-17922 ~arcil B and F-18569: - - - - - - - - 

Sec. 11. excluding Native allotment F-13194: 
Sec. 12, excluding Natlve allctment F-15898; 
Sec. 13, excluding Natlve allot'ents F-15912 ane F-18420 

Parcel A; 
Sec. 14, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6159 and Native 

allotments F-13209, F-15912, F-17220 Parcel A and 
F-18420 Parcel A; 

! Interim Conveyance No. 61 
Date 
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SeC.'15, excluding U.S. survey No. 6159 and Native 
allotments F-13197, F-13209, F-15909, F-17220 
Parcel A, F-17922 Parcel B and F-18569. 

Sec. 16, excluding Native allotment F-17922 Parcel B; 
Secs. 17 and 18: 
Sec. 

Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 

Sec. 
Sec. 

Sec. 

Sec. 

- - 

19, excluding Native allotments F-13301, F-13205 and 
F-15902; 
20, excluding Native allotments F-13301 and F-15902; 
21: 
22, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6159 and Native 
allotment F-15909; 
7 7 .  -- 3 

24, excluding lands formerly within Native allotment 
F-025251; 
25, excluding Native allotment F-16846 and lands 
formerly within Native allotment F-25251; 
26. excludina Native allotment F-16846: - - 

Sets. 27 and 28; 
Sec. 29, excluding Native allotment F-15902; 
Sec. 30, excluding Native allotments F-13205, F-13345 

and F-15901 Parcel B: 
Sea. 31, excluding Native allotment F-13345; 
secs. 32, 33 and 34; 
SeCS. 35 and 36, excluhing Native allotment F-16846. 

Containing approximately 18,037 acres. 

-. 
secs. 1 and 2; 
Sec. 3, excluding Native allotment F-15916; 

I SeC. 4, excluding Native allotment F-15917; 
Sec. 5; 
SeC. 6, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6195 and Native 

allotment F-15914: 
Secs. 7 to 14, inclusive; 
Sec. 15, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6189 and Native 

allotment F-15913 Parcel A; 
Sec. 16, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6193 and Native 

allotment F-15905; 
Sec. 17, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6193 and Native 

allotments F-15900 Parcel A and F-15905; 
secs. 18 and 19: 
Sec. 20, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6193 and Native 

allomenz F-15900 Parcel A; 
Sec. 21, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6189 and Native 

allotment E-i5920; 
Sec. 22, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6189 and Native 

allotment F-15913 Parcels A and B; 
Sec. 23, excluding U.S. survey No. 6189 and 

Native allotment F-15913 Parcel B; 
Sec. 24; 
sec. 25, excluding Native allotment F-13377; 
Secs. 26 and 27: 
Sec. 28, ehcliding U.S. Survey No. 6189 and Native 

allotment F-15920; 
Secs. 29 and 30, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243; 
Sec. 32, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243, U.S. Survey 

~- ~ - 

Sec. 33, excluding U.S. surviy No. 2294; 
Secs. 34, 35 and 36. 

Containing approximate1 16,9 7 acres. 
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T. I1 N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 20 and 21; 
Secs. 28 to 33, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 5,075 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2, excluding U.S. Survey No. 5686, and Native 

allotment F-15910 Parcel B: 
Sec. 3: 
Secs. 10 and 11, excluding Native allotment F-13199; 
Secs. 12, 13 and 14; 
SeC. 15, excludina U.S. Survev No. 6152 and Native 

allotments ~116592 and ~116595. 

Containing approximately 4,047 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 68 W. 
SeCs. 1, 2 and 3; 
SeCS. 10, 11, and 12; 
SeCS. 13 and 14, excluding Native allotment F-16593; 
Sec. 15; 
SeCS. 22, 23 and 24; 
Sec. 25, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243; 
Secs. 26 and 27; 
Secs. 34 and 35; 
Sec. 36, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243. 

Containing approximately 11,110 acres. 

1 T. 11 N., R. 68 'W. 
Secs. 25 and 36. 

Containing approximately 1,280 acres 

Aggregating approximately 102,993 acres. 

Excluded from the above-described lands herein conveyed are 
the submerged lands, up to the ordinary high water mark, beneath 
all water bodies determined by he Bureau of Land Management to 
be navigable because they h w  2 been or could be used in connection 
with travel, trade and commerce, or are pending a tidal determination 
at the time of survey. Those water bodies are identified on the 
attached navigability maps, the original of which will be found 
in easement case file F-14824-EE. 

NOW KNOW YE, that there is, therefore, granted by the UNITED 
. .STATES OF AMERICA, unto the above-named corporation the subsurface 

estate in the land above described, TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said 
estate with all the rights, privileges, immunities, and appurtenances, 
of whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging, unto the said corporation, 
its successors and assigns, forever; 

THE GRANT OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED LANDS IS SUBJECT TO all the 
easements and rights-of-way reserved in the aforementioned conveyance 
of the surface estate, and to valid existing rights therein, if 
any, in the said subsurface estate, including but not limited to 
these created by any lease (including a lease issued under Sec. 6(g) 
of the Alaska Statehood Act of July 7 ,  1958 (48 U.S.C. Ch. 2, 
Sec. 6(g))), contract, permit, right-of-way, or easement, and the 
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right of the lessee, contractee, permittee, or grantee to the 
complete enjoyment of all rights, privileges, and benefits thereby 
granted to him. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned authorized officer of 
the Bureau of Land Management has, in the name of the United 
States, set his hand and caused the seal of the Bureau to be 
hereunto affixed on this 29th day of December, 1982, in Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

@jhx 3 7 q Q q  
Assistant to the State Director 
for Conveyance ~anagiment 

I Interim Conveyance No. 61 1 
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Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 9 
- 

Marshall-CS-FY'89-#l 
Baird Inlet-CS-FY'89-#I 
Russian Mission-CS-FY'89-#I 
Bet he l-GS-FY ' 89-#l 
F-14823 (75.4) 

A-14824 (75.4) 
F-14835 (75.4) 
F-14873 (75.4) 
F-14838 (75.4) 
F-14883 (75.4) 
F-14914 (75.4) 
F-14949 (75.4) 
(961) 

MAY 8 1888 
Memorandum 

To : Deputy State Director for Cadastral Survey (923) 

From: Deputy State Director for Conveyance Management (960) 

Subject: Navigable Waters in Croup Survey No. 268 (Window 1836) 

This memorandum identifies navigable water bodies below a certain size on 
lands in window 1836 [ Atmaut luak, Nunapi tchuk, Kas igluk, Akiachak, Akiak , 
Tuluksak, Bethel (North), and Kwethluk (North)] selected (but not conveyed) 
under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement (ANCSA), the Statehood Act, and the 
Native Allotment Act, and not reserved or withdrawn at the time Alaska joined 
the Union. I t  also identifies navigable waters excluded from interim 
conveyances under ANCSA and tentative approvals under the Statehood Act. 
Finally, this memo identifies navigable waters on or along small claims in 
areas not selected under ANCSA or the Statehood Act. (Only those cemetery and 
historic sites that the BIA has examined in the field are reviewed.) 

Table 5 lists the fifty-eight townships and navigable waters. Streams 
198 feet or more in width, such as the Kuskokwim and Pikmiktalik rivers are 
not listed in the report because, regardless of their navigability status, 
they are segregated on the survey plats. The same is true for lakes fifty 
acres or more. Many of these water bodies are listed in Table 1. 



All smaller water bodies excluded from the ICs are identified in Table 2. 
Most of these were excluded on the basis of "navigability maps" referenced in 
the ICs. Copies of these maps are attached. Navigable waters on selected 
lands which were identified mainly through aerial photo interpretation, are 
listed in Table3. Navigable waters on or along Native allotments and 
historical sites identified through aerial photograph interpretation are 
listed in Table 4. 

The ELM'S navigability determinations are based on criteria described in the 
memorandum dated March 16, 1976, from the Associate Solicitor, Division of 
Energy and Resources, to the Director. Bureau of Land Management, subject 
"Title to submerged lands for purposes of administering ANCSA"; the Alaska 
Native Claims Appeal Board's (ANCAB) decision (RLS 76-2) of December 14, 1979, 
on the navigability of the Nation and Kandik rivers; the Regional Solicitor's 
February 25, 1980, interpretation of the ANCAB decision; and dicta in the 
United States District Court's decision (A80-359) of April 16, 1987, on the 
navigability of the Gulkana River. In general, the ELM considers nontidal 
water bodies navigable if,  at the time of Statehood, they were navigable for 
crafts larger than a one-person kayak. 

Information about the land status, history, and physical character of water 
bodies in the report area comes primarily from the USGS Marshall, Baird Inlet. 
Russian Mission, and Bethel maps; the BLM's "navigability maps" and its 
infrared aerial photographs taken in 1980, at 60,000 feet (roll 7, frames 277, 
279, 292, 293, 294, and 299) and in August 1987, at 40,000 feet (flight 1 ,  
roll 1, frames 1-41; flight 2. roll 1, frames 1-40; flight 3, roll 1, 
frames 1-36; flight 4, roll I, frames 1-36; flight 5, roll 1, frames 1-36; 
flight 6, roll 1, frames 1-33; flight 7, roll 1, frames 1-39; flight 8-A, 
roll 2, frames 1-10; flight 8-0, roll 1, frames 1-6; flight 9, roll 2, 
frames 1-14; and flight 10, roll 2 ,  frames 1-15); ELM'S master title plats, 
Alaska Automated Lands and Minerals Record System. easement and Native 
allotment files, and prior navigability reports. In addition, Dot Tideman of 
the BLM's Navigability Section interviewed the following people: 

Name 

Frederick, Frank 

Moses, John, Jr. 
Wade. Mike 
Huttun, Dan 
Perry, Ron 
Snyder, Robert 
Fritz, George 
Demant le. Joseph 
Peter, Phillip 

Phone number and Background 

(825-4520) Akiachak resident 

(825-4520) Akiachak resident 
(543-2847) ADF&G Bethel 
(543-3151) Hunter and fisherman 
(543-3151) F&W Manager. Bethel 
(825-4328) Akiachak Police Chief 
(825-4328) Akiachak Ltd's Land Manager 
(695-6615) Tuluksak resident 
(695-6213) Tuluksak resident 

Sam George, a board member for Akiachak, Ltd. (825-4328), was not fami liar 
with the water bodies; however, he suggested several contacts. For a full 
account of the interviews, see Dot Tideman to File F-14823, March 14, 1989. 
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Tuluksak River 

On May 22, 1985, the BLM determined the Tuluksak River navigable from its 
mouth to several townships upstream of the report area at Upper Landing (about 
mile fifty-nine). [See John j .  Rumps to Chief, Branch of Conveyance Services 
(962), May 22, 1985. ] 

Cweek River 

Cweek River, an anabranch of the Kuskokwim River, heads in lowlands 
approximately eight and one-half miles north of Tuluksak and flows seventy 
miles southwesterly to again join the Kuskokwim River downstream approximately 
seven miles northeast of Bethel. As calculated from the USCS Russian 
Mission A-5, A-6, A-7, 8-5, 8-6, and Bethel 0-7 quadrangles, the river has a 
negligible gradient. About fifty-eight miles of the river are meanderable by 
reason of size. NASA infrared aerial photography taken in August 1987 at 
40,000 feet (flight 7, roll 1, frames 29 and 32; flight 8, roll 2, frame 8; 
flight 8A, roll 2, frames 8 and 9; flight 9, roll 2, frames 1, 2, and 4, and 
flight 10, roll 2 ,  frame 5), show the river flowing through swampland. 
Several sect ions are heavily vegetated and appear to be dry (or nearly so) for 
a total of ten miles in Sec. 1, T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM., Secs. 20 and 29, 
T. 13 N., R. 66 W., SM, between Secs. 7 and 29, T. 12 N . ,  R. 67 W., SM, and 
upstream of the report area in Secs. 30 and 3 1 ,  T. 14 N . ,  R. 64 W., Seward 
Meridian. 

Most of the Cweek River's lower reaches in the group survey flow through lands 
that have passed from BLV's jurisdiction in Interim Conveyances 618 and 1027 
and in its upper reaches in T. 13 N., Rs. 64 and 65 W., SM in IC 542. The 
riverbed was excluded from these conveyances, because BLM considered the 
waterway navigable in the conveyed area. Lands remain selected in Sec. 6, 
T. 13 N . ,  R. 64 W., SM; Secs. 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 12, T. 13 N . ,  R. 65 W., SM; 
T. 12 N.. R. 67 W., SM; Sec. I, T. 12 N., R. 68 W., SM.; and Sec. 12, 
T. 11 N . ,  R. 68 W., SM. The river flows through selected lands upstream of 
the report area in T. 14 N . ,  R. 64., SM and through the Yukon Delta National 
Wildlife Refuge in T. 14 N., As. 64 and 65 W., SM. 

Six individuals that Tideman contacted provided information concerning their 
travel up a portion of the river. From Bethel, Mike Wade has taken eighteen- 
and twenty-foot boats to a tributary in Sec. 8, T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM. 
approximately sixty miles upstream or nearly the rivet's length. Wade said 
that there is a one-quarter mile section where the river is very narrow, but 
i t  still has a deep channel. Finally, he said that he had heard that the 
local people boat the entire river in twenty- and twenty-two-foot boats. 
Robert Snyder has taken a boat to a point approximately eight miles downstream 
from where Wade boated before small alders prevented further upstream travel. 
He thought one can get through this section at high water in the spring. He 
too heard that Tuluksak residents boat the entire river, pulling their boats 
through narrow sections. Frank Frederick and John Moses, Jr., often boat to 
about one-half mile below John Moses, Sr. 's, Native allotment which lies about 
forty-five miles upstream in Sec. 19, T. 13 N . ,  R. 67 W., SM in a sixteen-foot 
boat (propeller and lift). Here the river is three to six feet deep and about 
twenty feet wide. Frederick said that they have to line their boat through 
several short stretches; however, the channel remains deep. Philip Peter and 
Dan Huttun boated upstream to T. 12 N . ,  R. 67 W., SM, directly west of 
Tuluksak village. Peter said that the water is six feet deep or more in most 



areas. Huttun thought that the entire river could be boated with minimal 
portaging. George Fritz boated a portion of the river and said that the river 
is open for navigation to Moses' Native allotment. 

Several other individuals provided opinions about the navigability of both the 
upper and lower reaches of the river. Having flown over the i t ,  Ron Perry 
stated that he sees boats on the entire river all the time. He spoke with the 
villagers and said that they claim to boat the river between June and October 
with a minimal amount of portaging. Joseph Demantle said that many Tuluksak 
villagers boat the entire river. 

I determine the Cweek River navigable from its lower mouth to and through 
T. 13 N.. R. 65 W., SM and from its upper mouth to the middle of Sec. 12, 
T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. One individual boated nearly through the report 
area. The two miles upstream from where he boated are wide -- doubled-lined 
on the USCS map. The river remains approximately two to three chains wide for 
this distance on the infrared photographs taken in 1987 (roll 2 ,  flight 9, 
frame 2). The upper river ranges from one to four chains wide up to a left 
bank tributary in Sec. 12. T. 13 N., R .  65 W., SM. Local residents of 
Akiachak and Tuluksak boat these portions of the river on a regular basis. 
All individuals believe that boaters can portage the shallower sections. 

The remainder of the river in the report area is non-navigable. In the 
photographs the river appears to be dry in sections, some of which are a mile 
or more in length. 

Miscellaneous Navigable Water Bodies 

I determine water bodies listed in Tables 3 and 4 navigable. The sloughs 
which have little or no gradient and fill quickly when the Kuskokwim River 
rises during spring breakup and rainy seasons, are considered to be navigable 
if a clear channel is evident in the aerial photographs. Low level 
photographs taken during field examinat ions are also used to determine the 
navigability of marginal streams. During high water periods the sloughs 
certainly are susceptible to canoe navigation. 

Other Water Bodies 

The remaining water bodies are not suitable for navigation. Some of the 
creeks and sloughs are too shallow, narrow, and filled with vegetation. In 
many cases they are discontinuous and/or dry and landlocked. The unnamed 
tributary from Secs. 12 and 13 to Sec. 6 in T. 9 N., R. 65 W., SM, and its 
left bank stream from Sec. 36 to Sec. 6 are examples. Although the stream and 
its tributary are open downstream, they are less than one-half chain wide, and 
intermittently closed off in areas with what appears to be deadfalls and 
grass. These streams are not canoeable and for all practical purposes they 
are nomavigable. (See August 20, 1987 infrared aerial photographs flight 3, 
roll 1. frames 32 and 33.) The lakes are too small and drained by small 
shallow creeks. Many lakes are also landlocked. 
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Table 1 

Partial List of Rivers, Streams, and Sloughs More Than Three Chains Wide and 
Lakes Fifty Acres in Size in Survey Window 1836 (Atmautluak, Nunapitchuk. 
Kasigluk, Akiachak. Akiak. Tuluksak, Bethel (North), and Kwethluk (North) 

Kuskokwim River 

Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Secs. 21, 28, and 29, 
T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. 

Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River with mouth in Sec. 10, 
T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM and in Sec. 27, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM. 

Slough heading in Sec. 34, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM, and joining Bogus 
Creek in Sec. 11, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. 

Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River with mouths in Sec. 36, 
T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM and Sec. 6, T. 12 N.. R. 65 W., SM. 

Anabranch of Kuskokwim and Gweek rivers with mouths in Sec. 19, T. 13 N., 
R. 64 W., SM and in Sec 35, T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM. 

Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Sec. 31, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., 
SM and Sec. 36, T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM. 

Interconnec t ing slough of Kuskokwim River heading in NW% Sec . 33, 
T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM and emptying in Sec. 7, T. 11 N., A. 66 W., SM. 

Mishevik Slough in T. 10 N., Rs. 66 and 67 W., SM. 

Right-bank slough emptying into the Kisaralik River in Secs. 20 and 21, 
T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. 

Reindeer Slough from its head in Sec. 21, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., SM to its 
mouth in Sec. 15, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. 

West channel of Reindeer Slough in Secs. 21 and 28, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., 
SM . 

Slough of Kuskokwim River in SHSH of Sec. 8 to its mouth in Sec. 17, 
T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM. 

Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Secs. 2 and lo, T. 9 N., R. 
68 W . ,  SM. 

Slough from Kuskokwim River to Kuskokuak Slough in Secs. 16, 21, and 28, 
T. 9 N., R. 68 W . ,  SM. 

Cweek River in Tps. 9-11 N., R. 69 W., and T. 10 N., R. 68 W., SM. 



17. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Secs. 2, 3 ,  and 10, T. 9 N . ,  
R. 68 W . ,  SM and in Secs. 34 and 35. T .  10 N., R .  68 W., SM. 

18. Kuskokuak Slough. 

19.  Pihiktalik River, and its interconnecting slough in Secs. 4,  5, and 8 ,  
T. 10 N . ,  R. 73 W., SM. 

20. North Fork Johnson River in Sec. 31, T. 10 N., R .  74 W . ,  SM, and in 
T. 9 N., R. 74 W., SM (mouth in Secs. 16 and 17, T.  9 N.. R. 74 W . ,  and 
head in Sec. 31, T. 10 N . .  R. 74 W., SM). 

21. Double-lined slough in Sec. 3 0 .  T. 11 N . .  R. 74 W., SM and in Secs. 24 
and 25, T. 11 N. ,  R. 75 W., SM. 



3 

Table 2 

Navigable Rivers. Streams, and Sloughs Less Than Three Chains Wide and Lakes 
Less Than Fifty Acres in Size Excluded from ICs and TAs in Survey Window 1836 
(Atmaut luak, Nunapi tchuk. Kasigluk, Akiachak. Akiak, Tuluksak, Bethel (North) 

Kwethluk (North) 

Bogus Creek slough in Secs. 2 and 11, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. 
(IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

Bogus Creek in Sec. 11, T. 13 N., R. 64W.. SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-5) 

Kuskokwim River slough in Secs. 3 and lo. T. 13 N.. R. 64 W . ,  SM 
(single-lined on USCS maps), and branch in Secs. 2, 3, and 11, T. 13 N., 
R. 64 W., SM. joining Bogus Creek in Sec. 11. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-5) 

Slough with mouth in Sec. 19, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM, in Secs. 5, 8, 9, 
18 and 19, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM.(IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

Yukaniluk Creek in Secs. 27, 28, 32, and 33, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. 
(IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

Gweek River in Secs. 18 and 19, T. 13 N., A. 64 W., SM, Sec. 13, 
T. 13 N., R. 65 W., Secs. 1 and 2, 10, 11, 14, 21, 22, 23, 26-32, 
T. 11 N., R. 68 W., SM; and in Secs. 25, 35, and 36, in T. 12 N., 
R. 68 W., SM. (1Cs 542, 618, 1027) 

Lake influent and downstream segment of Fog River in Sec. 2, T. 11 N., 
R. 65 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

Mishevik Slough in Secs. 5 and 6, T. 11 N., R. 65 W., SM; Secs. 31 and 
32, T. 12 N., R. 65 W.; Secs. 4, 5, 8 and 18, T. 10 N., R. 66 W . ;  Tps. 11 
and 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. (ICs 542, 61O)(Russian Mission A-5, A-6) 

Little Bogus Creek in Secs. 4, 5 ,  8, 9, 18, and 19, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., 
SM. (IC 54Z)(Russian Mission A-5 and A-6) 

Lake effluent entering Mishevik Slough in Sec. 32. T. 12 N., R. 65 W., 
SM. (1C 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

Tuluksak River in Secs. 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, and 30, T. 12 N., 
R. 65 W . ,  SM, and in T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-5, A-6) 

Kasigluk River in Secs. 31 and 33, T. 9 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 610) 

Portion of right-bank tributary of Mishevik Slough (mouth in Sec. 1, 
T. 11 N., R. 66 W., SM) double-lined on USCS Russian Mission A-6, in 
Secs. 1 and 2, T. 11 N., R. 66 W., and Sec. 35, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. 



Slough in Secs. 20 and 21, T. 11 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-6) 

Left-bank stream/slough (mouth in Sec. 22) in Secs. 22, 23, 24, 25, and 
26, T. 11 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian Mission A-6) 

Stream heading in lake in Sec. 8, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM, and emptying 
into slough in Sec. 15, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-6) 

Interconnecting slough of the Kuskokwim with head in Sec. 15 and mouth in 
Sec. 31, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM, and its branch in Secs. 15, 21, and 22. 
(IC 542)(Russian Mission A-6) 

Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River with head in Sec. 28 and mouth 
in Sec. 32, T. 12 N., R. 66 W.. SM. (IC 542)(Russian Mission A-6) 

Right-bank slough of Kuskokwim River in Sec. 6, T. 9 N., R. 67 W . ,  SM. 
(IC 610)(Bethel D-6) 

Tributary of Reindeer Slough in Secs. 8 and 9, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM, 
portion double-lined on USCS Bethel D-6. (IC 610) 

Kisaralik River to forks in Sec. 13, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. 
[IC 610)(Bethel D-6) 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 19) in Secs. 17, 18, and 19, T. 9 N., R. 67 W . ,  SM. 
(IC 61O)(Bethel D-6) 

Slough in Secs. 8 and 17, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. (IC 61O)(Bethel D-6) 

Kuskokwim River anabranch heading in Sec. 6, T. 10 N., R. 66 W., SM, 
emptying into Mishevik Slough in Sec. 25, T. 10 N., R. 67 W . ,  SM. 
(IC 61O)(Bethel D-6) 

Reindeer Slough from its head in Sec. 21, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., SM, to its 
mouth in Sec. 15, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. (IC 610)(Bethel D-6) 

Lake and outlet in Sec. 7, T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM. (IC 1027)(Bethel D-6) 

Portion of slough double-lined on Bethel D-7 in Secs. 8 and 17, T. 9 N., 
R. 68 E., SM. (IC 618) 

Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River and Kuskokuak Slough in 
Secs. 16, 21, and 28, T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM. (ICs 213, 618) (Bethel D-7) 

Kongeruk River in Sec. 31, T. 9 N . ,  R. 72 W .  , SM. (IC 448) 

Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 29 and 30, T. 11 N . ,  
R. 72 W., SM. (IC 448)(Marshall A-1) 

Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 35 and 36, T. 9 N., 
R. 73 W., SM. (IC 448)(Baird Inlet D-1) 



Lake effluent in Secs. 4 and 9, T. 9 N.. R. 74 W., SM. (IC 485; Baird 
Inlet D-2) 

Tributary of Johnson River (mouth in Sec. 5, T. 9 N., R. 74 W.) in 
Sec. 5 .  T. 9 N., R. 74 W.. SM; and in Secs. 28, 32, and 33. T. 10 N.. 
R. 74 W.. SM. (IC 485)(Baird Inlet D-2) 

Lake effluent in Sec. 27, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., SM. (IC 485) (Baird 
Inlet D-2) 

North fork of Johnson River (mouth in Sec. 16, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., SM) and 
its tributary in Sec. 6, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., SM and in Secs. 1 ,  2, and 12, 
T. 9 N., R. 75 W., SM. (ICs 485, 595, 678) 

Right-bank tributary (mouth in Sec. 17) of Johnson River in Secs. 7, 8, 
and 17, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., SM. (IC 485)(Baird Inlet D-2) 

Left-bank tributary of Johnson River in Sec. 25, T. 11 N., R. 74 W., SM 
(single-lined on USGS Marshall A-1). (IC 448) 

Johnson River to and through Sec. 36, T. 11 N., R. 74 W., SM. (ICs 448, 
485, 595) 

Right-bank tributary of Johnson River in Secs. 26 and 35, T. 10 N., 
R. 75 W., SM. (IC 595)(Baird Inlet 0-2) 

Right-bank tributary of Johnson River in Tps. 9 and 10 N., R. 75 W., SM, 
heading in Kayigyalik Lake in Sec. 15, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM, and 
emptying into the Johnson at Kasigluk in Sec. 2, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., SM. 
(IC 595)(Baird Inlet D-2) 

Stream heading in Nunavakpak Lake in Sec. 28, T. 9 N., R. 76 W., SM, and 
emptying into Johnson River tributary in Sec. 22, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., 
including interconnecting slough in Sec. 21, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., outside 
of Native allotment AA-58195-A. (IC 595)(Baird Inlet D-2, D-3) 

Interconnecting slough in Sec. 25, T. 10 N., R. 76 W.. SM. (IC 595)(Baird 
Inlet D-2) 
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Table 3 

Navigable Waters on Lands Selected Under ANCSA or the Statehood Act 
in Survey Window 1836 Identified Through 

Aerial Photo-Interpretation 

Left-bank tributary of Bogus Creek from its mouth in Sec. 3 to tributary 
in Slh Sec. 22, T. 13 N., R. 62 W., SM. (Flight 9, roll 2, frame 12, 1987) 
(Russian Mission A-4) 

Bogus Creek in Secs. 1 and 12, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM, and T. 13 N., 
Rs. 62 and 63 W., SM. (Flight 9, roll 2, frame 12, 1987) 

Kuskokwim River slough (mouth in Sec. 19, T. 13 N . ,  R. 64 W., SM), to 
right bank tributary in E% of Sec. 12, T. 13N., R . 6 5 W . ,  SM. 
(Flight 9, roll 2, frame 5, 1987) 

Fog River in Secs. I, 11, and 14 to tributary in the EHW1h of Sec. 13, 
T. 11 N., R. 65W., SM, and Sec. 36, T. 12N., R. 65W., SM. (Flight 7, 
roil 1, frame 36. 1987) 

Little Bogus Creek in Secs. 3 and 10, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., SM. (CIR 60, 
roll 7, frame 277, 1980) 

Right-bank tributary of Tuluksak River in Sec. 25, T. 12 N.. R. 65 W., 
SM. (Flight 7, roll 1, frame 36, 1987) (Russian Mission A-5) 

Stream emptying into interconnecting slough of Kisaralik River, in 
Secs. 1, 2, 3, and 11, T. 9 N . ,  R. 66 W., SM. (Flight 3, roll 1, 
frame 31, 1987) (Bethel D-6) 

Stream (mouth in Sec. 18) emptying into Mishevik Slough in Secs. 3 and 
10, T. 10 N., R. 66 W., SM. (Flight 5, roll 1 ,  frame 30, 1987) 
(Bethel 0-6) 

Slough in Secs. 3 and 10, T. 10 N., R. 66 W., SM to lower lake effluent 
in NW% Sec. 10 on USGS Bethel 0-6. (Flight 5, roll 1. frame 30, 1987) 
(Bethel 0-6) 

Israthorak Creek to and through Native allotment AA-51769 in Sec. 30, 
T. 13 N., R ,  67 W., SM. (Flight 8A, roll 2, frames 6 and 7, 1987) 
(Russian Mission A-7) 

Left-bank tributary of Cweek River in Sec. 12, T. 11 N., R. 68 W., SM. 
(Flight 7, roll 1, frame 29, 1987) (Russian Mission A-6, A-7) 

Left-bank tributary of Gweek River in Secs. 13 and 24, T. 11 N., 
R. 68 W., SM. (Flight 6, roll 1, frame 24, 1987) (Russian Mission A-7) 

Right-bank tributary of Cweek River in NWN Sec. 28, T. 10 N., R. 69 W., 
SM. (Flight 4, roll 1 ,  frame 24. 1987) (Bethel 0-7) 



Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 22, 27, and 28. 
T. 11 N., R. 72 W., SM. (Flight 6, roll 1, frame 13, 1987) (Marshall A-1) 

Right-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 23 and 24. T. 11 N.. 
R. 73 W.. SM. (Flight 6, roll 1. frame 12, 1987) (Marshall A-1) 

Johnson River in T. 11 N., R. 73 W.. SM; Secs. 13, 23, 24, 26, 34 and 35, 
T. 11 N., R. 74 W., SM; and in Sec. 2, T. ION., R. 74 W . ,  SM. 
(Flight 6, roll 1, frames 10, 11, and 12, 1987) 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 4), in Secs. 3 and 4, T. 11 N., R. 74 W., SM. 
(Roll 7, frame 292, 1980) (Marshall A-2) 

Stream in Sec. 7, T. 11 N., R. 74 W., SM. (Roll 7, frame 294, 1980) 
(Roll 1 ,  flight 6, frame 8, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

Interconnecting slough of Johnson River in Secs. 23 and 26, T. 11 N., 
R .  74 W., SM. (Roll 1, flight 6, frames 9 and 10) (Marshall A-1) 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 34) in Secs. 27 and 34, T. 11 N., R. 74 W . ,  SM. 
(Roll 1, flight 6, frames 9 and lo. 1987) 

Slough heading in lake in Secs. 1 and 12 (mouth in E1h Sec. 12), T. 10 N., 
R. 75 W., SM. (Flight 5, roll 1, frame 9, 1987) (Baird lnlet D-2) 

Slough connecting Kyigayalik Lake with an unnamed lake in Sec. 12, 
T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM, including north channel in WH, Sec. 12. 
(Flight 5, roll 1, frame 9, 1987) (Baird lnlet D-2) 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 22) in EH Sec. 15, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM. 
(Roll 1, Flight 5, frame 8, 1987) (Baird Inlet D-2) 

Stream in Secs. 7 and 8, T. 11N., R. 75W., SM. (Roll 7, frame294, 
1980) (Roll 1, flight 6, frame 5, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

Stream in Secs. 20 and 21, T. 11 N., R. 75 W., SM. (Flight 6, roll 1. 
frame 6, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

Slough in SE1%, Sec.21, T. 11N.. R. 75W., SM. (Roll 1, fIight6, 
frame 6, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

Stream in Secs. 29 and 30 (mouth in Sec. 29), T. 11 N., R. 75 W., SM. 
(Flight 6, roll 1, frame 6, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

Stream from Takslesluk Lake (mouth in Sec. 17), in Secs. 17, 18, and 19, 
T. 11 N., R .  76 W., SM, only. (Flight 6, roll 1, frame 4, 1987) 
(Marshall A-3) 

Stream from Takslesluk Lake in Sec. 1, T. 11 N., R. 78 W . ,  SM to its 
mouth in Sec. 5, in Secs. 1-5. (Roll 7, frame 299, 1980)(Ro11 1, 
flight 7, frame 4, 1987) (Marshall A-3, A-4) 



30. Stream in Secs. 6 and 7 ,  T. 11 N., R. 78 W., and Sec. 31. T .  12 N., 
R. 78 W., SM. (Roll 7, frame 299, 1980)(Roll 1, flight 7, frame 3, 1987) 
(Marshall A-4) 

31. Taklesluk Lake influent, in Sec. 25, T. 12 N., R. 78 W., SM. (Roll 7, 
frame 299, 1980)(Roll 1, flight 7, frame 5, 1987) (Marshall A-3) 

32. Stream in Secs. 28, 29, 32, and 33, T. 12 N., R. 78 W., SM and in Secs. 5 
and 8, T. llN., R.78W., SM. (Roll7, frame299, 1980)(Ro111, 
flight 7 ,  frames 3 and 4 ,  1987) (Marshall A-4) 



Table 4 

Navigable Waters On or Along Native Allotments and 
Field-Examined Historical Sites 

in Survey Window 1836 

Right fork of Fog River along Native allotment AA-56435, and its 
left-bank tributary in allotment, in Sec. 30, T. 11 N., R. 64 W., SM. 
(Flight 6 ,  roll 1, frame 33, 1987) (Russian Mission A-5) 

Interconnecting slough of Kisaralik River in Native allotment AA-55907 in 
Secs. 8 and 17, in Native allotment AA-55908 in Secs. 16 and 17, and in 
Native allotment F-033569 in Secs. 9 and 16, T. 9 N., R. 66 W., SM. 
(Flight 3, roll 1, frame 31, 1987) (Bethel D-6) 

Stream in Native allotment F-17363-A in Secs. 4 and 9, heading in lake in 
Sec. 8, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM (mouth in Sec. 15). (Roll 7, frame 279, 
1980) (Russian Mission A-6) 

Slough in Sec. 5, T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM, in F-17800. (Roll 4 ,  frame 25, 
1987) 

Lake and effluent in Sec 7. T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM in Native allotment 
F-029194. (Flight 4, roll I ,  frame 25, 1987) 

Slough in Native allotment F-17206-0 in Sec. 30, T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM. 
(Flight 3, Roll 1, Frame 26, 1987) (Bethel D-7) 

Right-bank tributary of Gweek River in Native allotment F-17083 in 
Sec. 1, T. 10 N., R. 69 W., SM and in Sec. 36, T. 11 N., R. 69 W., SM. 
(Flight 5, Roll 1, Frames 22, 23, and 24, 1987) (Bethel D-6) 

Tubungafuk Creek, in Native allotment AA-51614, in Secs. 14 and 15, 
T. 9 N., R. 70 W., SM. (Flight 3, roll 1, frame 22, 1987) (Bethel 0-8) 

Kukthluk River and its right bank tributary in Native allotment F-14378 
in Sec. 30, T. 9 N., R. 72 W., SM. (Flight 3, roll 1, frame 15, 1987) 
(Baird Inlet D-1) 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 29, T. 10 N., R. 74 W.,) and its northern tributary 
in Native allotment F-14961-C, in Sec. 29. (Flight 4, roll 1, frame 10, 
1987) (Baird Inlet D-2) 

Slough with mouth in Kyigayalik Lake in Sec. 6, T. 10 N., R. 75 W . ,  SM in 
Native allotment AA-18257 in Secs. 4 and 5, T. 10 N., R. 76 W., SM. 
(Flight 5, roll 1 ,  frame 6, 1987) (Baird Inlet D-2, D-3) 

Stream (northernmost mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N., R. 75 W., SM) through 
Native allotment F-14256-8 in Sec. 7, T. 12 N., R. 74 W., SM; and its 
left-bank tributary with mouth in Sec. 7, T. 12 N., R, 74 W., SM through 
Native allotment F-18198-A. (Roll 7, frame 293, 1980) (Marshall A-2) 



13. Stream (southernmost mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N., A. 75 W., SM) to and 
through Native allotment F-16567 in Sec. 10, T. 12 N.. R. 74 W . ,  SM; its 
left bank tributary (mouth in Sec. 10) to and through Native allotment 
F-14386-8 in Sec. 12. and its left bank tributary in Sec. 18. T. 12 N., 
R. 74 W.. SM to the middle of Native allotment F-14968-A. (Roll 7, 
frame 293, 1980)(RoIl 1, flight 7, frames 12 and 13, 1987) 
(Marshall A-l.A-2) 

14. Stream in Native allotments F-16337-A, F-14515, and F-15734, in Secs. 29, 
30, 31, and 32, T. 12 N., R. 75 W.,  SM (mouths in Sec. 29 and 31). 
(Roll 7, frame 294, 1980)(Roll 1, flight 7, frame 9, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

15. Lake and its outlet in NW1hSE% of Native allotment F-17534 in Sec. 21, 
T. 9 N . ,  R. 7 6 W . ,  SM. (Flight 3, roll 1, frame 5, 1987) (Baird 
Inlet 0-2) 

16. Stream (mouths in Secs. 21 and 28, T. 9 N., R. 76 W.. SM) in Native 
allotments F-14561 and F-18258, in Secs. 21 and 28. (Flight 3. roll 1, 
frame 5, 1987) (Baird Inlet D-3) 

17. Interconnecting slough of stream in Sec. 25, T. 10 N., R. 76 W., SM in 
Native allotment F-15827-A. (Flight 4, roll 1, frame 7, 1987) (Baird 
Inlet D-2) 

18. Stream in Native allotment F-14387-0, in Secs. 25 and 36, T. 12 N., 
R. 79W., SM (mouth in Sec. 6, T. IIN., R. 78W., SM). (Flight 7, 
roll 1 ,  frame 2. 1987) (Marshall A-4) 



Table 5 

Navigable Rivers, Streams and Sloughs Less Than 
198 Feet Wide and Lakes Less Than 50 Acres in Size 

in Survey Window 1836 (Atmautluak, Nunapitchuk, Kasiguluk. Akiachak. Akiak. 
Tuluksak, Bethel (North), and Kwethluk (North) 

Seward Meridian 

Townships 

T. 13 N., R. 62 W. 
Bows Creek and its left-bank tributary from its mouth in Sec. 3, to tributary 
in-~H Sec. 22. 

T. 13 N., R. 63 W. 
Bogus Creek. 

T. 11 N.. R. 64 W. 
Tuluksak River. Rinht fork of Fog River (mouth in Sec. 5 )  along Native 
allotment AA-56435 in Sec. 30.  Left-bank tributary of right fork of Fog River 
in Native allotment AA-56435. 

T. 13 N., R. 64 W . ,  
Bogus Creek. Bogus Creek slough in Secs. 2 and 11. Slough (mouth in 
Sec. 19 ) ,  in Secs. 5 ,  7 ,  8, 9,  18 and 19. Yukaniluk Creek in Secs. 27, 28, 
32, and 33. Kuskokwim River slough in Secs. 3 and 10 (single-lined on USGS 
map), and branch in Secs. 2 ,  3 ,  and 11. Kuskokwim River slough (mouth in 
Sec. 19)  to right bank tributary in EH of Sec. 12,  T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM. 

T. 9 N., R. 65 W. 
None. 

T. 10 N.. R. 65 W. 
None. 

T. 11 N., R. 65 W. 
Lake influent in Sec. 2.  Fog River in Secs. 1, 11, and 14 to tributary in 
E%WW of Sec. 13. Tuluksak River. Mishevik Slough. 

T. 12 N., R. 65 W. 
Fog, Cweek, and Tuluksak rivers. Right-bank tributary of Tuluksak River in 
Sec. 25. Mishevik Slough. Fog River in Sec. 36. Lake effluent entering 
Mishevik Slough in Sec. 32. Little Bogus Creek. 

T. 13 N., R. 65 W. 
Gweek River in Secs. 4,  5, 7 ,  and 8 .  Kuskokwim River slough (mouth in 
Sec. 19, T. 13 N., R. 65 W.) to right bank tributary in EX of Sec. 12. 

T. 9 N., R. 66 W .  
Kasigluk River. Interconnecting slough of Kisaralik River in Native 
allotments M-55907 in Secs. 8 and 17, AA-55908 in Secs. 16 and 17,  and in 
F-033569 in Secs. 9 and 16,  and its tributary in Secs. 1, 2, 3 ,  and 11. 



T. 10 N., R. 66 W. 
Mishevik Slough. Kuskokwim River anabranch heading in Sec. 6 .  T. 10 N.. - ~ ~. 
R. 66 W . ,  SM aid emptying into Mishevik Slough in Sec. 25, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., 
SM. Stream (mouth in Sec. 1 8 ) ,  emptying into Mishevik Slough in Secs. 3 and 
10.  Slough in Secs. 3 and 10, to lower lake effluent in NW% Sec. 10. 

T .  11 N., A. 66 W. 
Mishevik Slough. Portion of right bank tributary of Mishevik Slough (mouth in 
Sec. 1) double-lined on USGS map in Secs. 1 and 2. Left-bank stream/slough 
(mouth in Sec. 22)  in Secs. 22, 23, 24,  25, 26, and 27. Slough in Secs. 20 
and 21. 

T. 12 N.. R. 66 W. 
Tuluksak River. Stream in Native allotment F-17363-A in Secs. 4 and 9 .  
Mishevik Slough. Interconnecting slough of the Kuskokwim with head in Sec. 15 
and mouth in Sec. 31, and its branch in Secs. 15, 21. and 22. Interconnecting 
slough of Kuskokwim River with head in Sec. 28 and mouth in Sec. 32. Portion 
of right bank tributary of Mishevik Slough (mouth in Sec. 1, T. 11 N., 
R. 66 W., SM) double-lined on USCS map in Sec. 35. Stream heading in lake in 
Sec. 8, and emptying into slough in Sec. 15. 

T. 13 N., R. 66 W. 
Cweek River. 

T. 9 N., R. 67 W. 
Right-bank slough of Kuskokwim River in Sec. 6.  Kisaralik River to forks in 
Sec. 1 3 .  Reindeer Slough. Double-lined portion of tributary of Reindeer 
Slough in Secs. 8 and 9 .  Slough in Secs. 8 and 17.  Slough in Secs. 17, 18, 
and 19 (mouth in Sec. 1 9 ) .  F. 
T. 10 N., A. 67 W. 
Mishevik and Reindeer sloughs. Kuskokwim River anabranch heading in Sec. 6 ,  
T. 10 N. ,  R. 66 W., SM, emptying into Mishevik Slough in Sec. 25,  T. 10 N., 
R. 67 W.. SM. 

T. 11 N., R. 67 W. 
None. 

T. 12 N., R. 67 W. 
Cweek River. 

T. 13 N.. A. 67 W. 
Israthorak Creek to and through Native allotment AA-51769 in Sec. 30. 

T. 9 N., R. 68 W. 
Port ion of Kuskokwim River slough double-lined on USGS map in Secs. 8 and 17. 
Lake and effluent in Sec. 7. Slough in Secs. 16,  21, and 28. Slough in 
Native allotment F-17800 in Sec. 5.  Slough in Native allotment F-17206-B in 
Sec. 30. Lake and outlet in Secs. 6 and 7. 

T. 10 N., R. 68 W. 
Cweek River. 



T. 11 N., R. 68 W. 
Gweek River. Left-bank tributary of Cweek River in Sec. 12. Left-bank 
tributary of Cweek River in Secs. 13 and 24 (mouth in Sec. 14). 

T. 12 N.. R. 68 W. 
Cweek River. Israthorak Creek 

T. 13 N., R. 68 W. 
lsrathorak Creek. 

T. 9 N.. R. 69 W. 
Cweek River. 

T. 10 N., R. 69 W. 
Gweek River. Right-bank tributary of Cweek River in Native allotment F-17083 
in Sec. 1. Right-bank tributary of Gweek River in NW1h See. 28. 

T. 11 N., R. 69 W. 
Cweek River. Right-bank tributary of Cweek River in Native allotment F-17083 
in Sec. 36. 

T. 12 N., R. 69 W. 
lsrathorak Creek. 

T. 9 N., R. 70 W. 
Gweek River. Tubungaluk Creek in Native allotment AA-51614 in Secs. 14 and 15 
(mouth in Sec. 18, T. 9 N., R. 69 W., SM). 

Tps. l o a n d  11 N., R. 70 W. 
None. 

Tps. 9, 10 and 11 N., R. 71 W. 
None. 

T. 9 N., R. 72 W. 
Kukthluk River and right-bank tributary in Native allotment F-14378 in 
Sec. 30. Kongeruk River in Sec. 31. 

T. 10 N., R. 72 W. 
None. 

T. I1 N., R. 72 W .  
Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 22, 27, 28, 29, and 30. 

T. 9 N., R. 73 W. 
Johnson River. Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 35 and 36 

T. 10 N., R. 73 W. 
None. 

T. 11 N., R. 73 W. 
Right-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Sec. 23 and 24. Johnson River. 



T. 9 N., R. 74 W. 
Johnson River. Lake effluent in Secs. 4 and 9. North Fork Iohnson River 
(mouth in Sec. 16) and its southernmost tributary in Sec. 6. Tributary of 
Johnson River in Sec. 5. Lake effluent in Sec. 27. 

T. 10 N., R. 74 W. 
Johnson River. Right-bank tributary (mouth in Sec. 17) of JohnsonRiver in 
Secs. 7, 8, and 17. North Fork Johnson River in Sec. 31. Tributary of 
Johnson River in Secs. 28, 32, and 33. Slough (mouth in Sec. 29) and its 
northern tributary in Native allotment F-14961-C, in Sec. 29. 

T. 11 N., R. 74 W. 
Johnson River. Stream in Sec. 7. Left-bank tributary of Johnson River in 
Sec. 25 (single-lined on USCS map). Interconnecting slough of Johnson River 
inSecs. 23 and26. Slough (mouth in Sec. 34) in Secs. 27 and 34. Slough in - 
Sets. 3 and 4 (mouth in s&. '4). 

T. 12 N., R. 74 1. 
Stream (southernmost mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N., R. 75 W., SM) to and through 
Native allotment F-16567 in Sec. 10; its left-bank tributary (mouth in 
Sec. 10) to and through Native allotment F-143136-0 in Sec. 12, and its 
left-bank tributary in Sec. 18 to the middle of Native allotment F-14968-A. 
Stream (northernmost mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N., R. 75 W., SM) to and through 
Native allotment F-14256-0 in Sec. 7, and its tributary in Sec. 7 in Native 
a1 lotment F-18198-A. 

T. 9 N.. R. 75 W. 
Johnson River. Anabranch of Johnson River and North Fork Johnson River in 
Secs. 1, 2 and 12. Slough in Secs. 2, 3, and 11, mouth in Johnson River at 
Kasigluk. Right-bank tributary of Johnson River heading in Kayigyalik Lake in 
Sec. 15, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM and emptying into the Johnson River at 
Kasigluk in Sec. 2, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., SM. 

T. 10 N.. R. 75 W .  
Johnson River. Right-bank tributary of Johnson River in Secs. 26 and 35. 
Slounh connectinn Kviwalik Lake with an unnamed lake in Sec. 12, including 
norti channel in-W% s;. 12. Slough heading in lake, in Secs. 1 and 12 (mouth 
in E Sec. 12). Slough (mouth in Sec. 22) in Elh Sec. 15. Right-bank 
tributarv of Iohnson River heading in Kyi~yalik Lake in Sec. 15 and unnamed 
lake in-~ec. 22, T. 10 N., R. 75 i . ,  SM; emptying into the Johnson River at 
Kasigluk in Sec. 2, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., SM. Stream heading in Nunavakpak Lake 
in Sec. 28, T. 9 N., R. 76 W., SM, and emptying into Johnson River tributary 
in Sec. 22, including interconnecting sloughs in Sec. 21, outside of Native 
allotment F-14873-A. 

T. 11 N., R. 75 W. 
Stream in Secs. 7 and 8. Stream in Secs. 29 and 30 (mouth in Sec. 29) .  
Stream in Secs. 20 and 21. Slough in SEX Sec. 21. 

T. 12 N., R. 75 A. 
Stream in Native allotments F-16337-A, F-14515, and F-15734, in Secs. 29, 30, 
31, and 32. 



T. 9 N., R. 76 W. 
Stream heading in Nunavakpak Lake in Sec. 28,  T. 9 N., R .  76 W., SM, and 
emptying into Johnson River tributary in Sec. 22 ,  T. 10 N . ,  R. 75 W., SM. 
Lake and its outlet in hW/rSE'/r of Native allotment F-17534 in Sec. 21.  Stream 
with mouths in Secs. 21 and 28 in Native allotments F-14561 and F-18258. 

T .  10 N . ,  R .  76 W .  
Stream emptying into Johnson River tributary in Sec. 22,  T. 10 N., R. 75 W., 
SM and heading in Nunavakpak Lake in Sec. 28,  T. 9 N., R. 76 W., SM, and its 
interconnecting slough in Sec. 25. Slough in Native allotment AA-18257 in 
Secs. 4 and 5 (mouth in Kyigyalik Lake in Sec. 6 ,  T. 10 N . ,  R .  75 W . ,  SM). 

T .  11 N., R. 76 W .  
Stream from Takslesluk Lake (mouth in Sec. 1 7 ) ,  in Secs. 17 ,  18 ,  and 19. 

T. 12 N.. R. 76 W .  
None. 

Tps. 9 .  10, and 11 N., R. 77 W. 
None. 

T.  11 N . ,  R. 78 W .  
Stream in Secs. 5 and 8 (mouth in Sec. 8). Stream from Takslesluk Lake in 
Sec. 1, to its mouth in Sec. 5 ,  in Secs. 1-5. Stream in Secs. 6 and 7 (mouth 
in See. 7). 

T. 12 N., R. 78 W .  
Takslesluk Lake influent in Sec. 25. Stream in Secs. 2 8 ,  29, 32 ,  and 33 
(mouth in Puk Palik Lake in Sec. 8 ,  T. 11 N., R. 78 W.. SM). Stream in 
Sec. 31 (mouth in Sec. 6 ,  T. 11 N., R. 78 W., SM). 

T. 12 N., R .  79 W. 
Stream in Native allotment F-14387-8 in Secs. 25 and 36 (mouth in Sec. 6 ,  
T. 11 N . ,  R. 78 W., SM). 
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Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Repad 

Attachment 10 I 
Mr. hlichad B. Rearden 
Rafumhger 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Bax 346 
Bethel, Ahah 99669 

Dear Mr. Raarden: 

'XI& L in mqorme to your lettar of October 11, 1996 to Jeff Denton a t  aur Anchorage 
Diatrict Ofacs requmting, among other thipga, the history and statua of  the  Bureau of 
Land Manrgemants ( B W  navigability findkip for oertafn riven and strnunn in the 
Yukon-Kunknkwim Delta Natiaal WIIdlife Rsfugs. Endwed are brief chronologiea of 
the BLM's ~vigabil i ty finding8 for the repussbd eight rivers and etreamr. Nolan 
Heath, Deputy State Director for LanQ, hbinerab, and Reaourcss, responded to your 
other mqueatr, for information in hia letter dated November 24, 1996. 

Aa noted in the Novernber 24th letter, the BLM investigatee the navigability of water 
bodies on lands selected under the Alaka Statehood Act, the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act, and the Native Allotment Act. Ita purpme is to ensure that the 
State, Native corporations, and Native individuale w e  not charged for the submerged 
land acreage of navigable w o k  bodies. Tbwe entitim and individuals are charged 
for lands underlying nonaavigable rivers and stream 1- then 3 chains wide and 
lakm lam thm 60 amen in s u e .  

In t h ~  attached chronologiea you Kill notics oassa where the BLM re-mamined the 
ria-bility of a river several times an4 in a few instanam, reached oppoeite 
navigability crmclusionm. In case of the Kwethluk River, for example, the BLM found 
the lower reaches non-navigable, and 12 years later decided that the upper reacbea 
were navigable. Ia this an arbitrary act? No, it is the result of the murta clarifying 
the legal standard for navigability detehminatiom. In 1979, the Alaska Native Claims 
Apperls Board iaaued a decision on the navigability of the Nation and Kandik Rivera. 
In 1987 and 1989, respectively, the U. 6. Ditrict Court and Ninth Circuit Court 
h u e d  deciaiona on the Gdknna River'e navigability. Each dedsion -her clarified 
our undermtanding of what ia n smigab water body, andew a;&ds . . arknmemitlPa -ity determinatimm were rnodi6tjd ~CXXE&&J 
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Fky hw, oaca the r i p u i a n  h d a  have bean mveyed. M with an interim rnnveyanm to 
a Native awpmmtion, the United 8tpter no laager baa any right, title, or intenmt in 
the rubmerged lands Public Law 100-396). Thus. in m w  like the K- R i m ,  
which doem not mwt the m-dar size uitaria, tbe ELM bar no authority on itr - 
initiative to revisit the M e  of tho rivdr navigrbity w h m  the riparian im& have 
b e m  m n v d  out of Faded ownernhip. Fhwmr, tbb a d i m  could be undertaken if 
both the ourface owner and h u r f a w  om- requmt it: By authority of Sectinn 316 
of the F e d d  land Polie). and htnnagemmt Act of 1976'BubUc Law 94679) and 
-ent  ti^ (43 CF'R 18661, tho BLM mag mxamider r provim 
adminiatmtive determiition of nevlgability or nm-navigability. If narigable, the 
river would ba m e a x a d d  md the rubmerged lmdn d u d d  from the patent If non- 
naPigeble, the river would not be m e a n d d  win, horwa,  thb a&m 
the -t of both the mufag and a h u r h -  ownem. In the Kumkakwim R i m  
region. a.p.ral village mrpmations. na well M the Cahta Corporatiion, haw chosen 
not ta avail t h d v m  of this option. 

If you have queuticma rbout the attached chranolw or if you need additional 
information about the B W a  navigability program, pleslle call me at (907) 271-6477. - 
If you want information about the navigability or mmwy stotus of other water bodiw. 
you ehould amtact b e t t o  NakPzawa, Chief, Mopping Sdencea. Division of Cadaetd 
Survey, at (907) 2714274. 

C. Michael Brown 
Navigable Waters Spuialist 

crr Sharon Jania, Chief 
Division of Lands 
U. S. Fish & Wddlife Service , 
1011 E. Tudor Road 
Anchange, A l m h  99503 
(w/encl) 



NAVIGABILITY STATUS REPORT FOR 13OGUE CREEK, TULUK8AK RIVER, 
rJnzE KAsIGLUK RNER, KHARkUK RlVER, AKULnruTAK RIVES 

EWETHLUK IUVER, EEK WE& AND OWEEK RIVER IN THE KUSKOKWW 
RIVER REGION 

The Burecru of Land Management (Bm b comhtentk held that thia awek ie 
navigable. In 1981, it decided that B q p a  Creek is navigable from its mouth through 
the mm wlected by Tu1uJm.L villqp. The meek bed WM scluded from Interim 
Canvey~nm Nm. 642 and 6 4  in Sec 11. T. 18 N., R 64 W.. SM. The Kunkokwim 
River elo- into which Bogua Qmk 8mpti.a is abc amaidered iiavigable. 

In 1989, the BLM oonZirmed that Bwm Creek L nm.rig.ble through the TuluLaL 
village sdection area; that ia, in See. 1 and 12, T. 13 N.. R. 64 W., and in T, 13 N., 
RE. 62 and 63 W., 8M. However, in the course of llnrmining Native allotmrmt 
relecCion8. it found t h t  the creek h navigable aa far uptream M the Native 
allotmeat, F-166% P d  D, locatad in Sea 32, T. 14 N.. R. 01 W.. SM. (On the UBGS 
map, thkr streem is rhown M a tributary of Bogw Creek. Ia aerial photos. this 
streams appeam to be the main channel af Bogim'Creek.) This is the u p p o e t  point 
of tho creek that we have anaidered for navigability. 

The BLM ham nleo identined two h i u t u i m  of Bogua Crwk an navigable: 

1. The rigfit bank tributary in Seer. 2 and 11, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM (mxcluded 
6 - 0 ~ ~  IC 642 and 649). 

2. he left bank tributary of Bogus Creek from ita mouth in Sec. 3 ta tributary in 
6% Sec 22. T. 19 N, R 62 W., 8M. 

The BLM  ha^ iseued two navigability tlndinp for thii river. In 1981. while 
eonaidering navigable wateza and ersemenb in the Tululeak village .selection area, it 
decided tbnt the river is navigable Born i ts  moutb to a fonner barge landing site in 
Set 32, T. 12 N., R. 64 W., SM. In 1986, aRer oompleting an historical study of w a k  
bodies in the Kuskokwirn River region, it W a d  a fmding that the Tuluhsak River ie 
navigable to another former boat Innding eite called Upper Landing, reporbdly about 
4.6 miles &we Otter Creek In all, about 69 miles of the river is conaidered 
navigable. 

The BLM has also identified five tributaries of the Tululraak River a s  navigable: 

1. Little Bagus Creek from ita mouth to and into SWANWYI Sec. 36, T. 13 N., 
R. 64 W., S M . h h & g  Ys&ami!uk Ckmk. ( T h s a - d d  from IC 642 mii 
643.1 



2. Right bank tributary of TulukalL River in Sec. 26, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. 
Only the postion in Section 28 wan aramlned and found navigable. 

8. The dough and lake syatam which srtendn from the TuluLaak River in Ser 98, 
T. 12 N., R. 66 W., to Miahwik Slough in Sec. 32, 12 N.. R. 66 W., SM. 

4. Fog River in S ~ Q .  1,11, and 14 to tributarg in E H W  of 8ec 13, T. 11 N., 
R 66 W., SM and 8ec. 36, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. 

6. Rigbt fork of Fog Rivm dong Native allotment AAk6486 and itr left bank 
tributary in allotment in Sea 30, T. 11 N., R 64 W., SM. 

Kasinluk River and Little hid& River 

The 1- raaeheo of the KarighrL River Qw througb lan& conveyed to t h m  Akiak 
vilhge auporation aC 6101. In 1982, the BLM decided that the rive in T. 9 N., 
R 67 W., T. 9 N., R. 86 W., and T. 8 N., R. 86 W., SM, is non-nsvigabls. A short 
segment of the river in T. 8 N, R. 07 W.. SM, alno was not ercluded from h d s  
conveyed to the Kwethluk d b g a  corporation (ZCs 213,214). The river here WM &o 
omuidwsd to be non-navigable. 

At the time of interim convgranoe, it wan thought that the loaer K a a i i  River may 
be tidal. Aaarding to Lynette N h a w a ,  who beads a team af photo-intarpretar~~ 
reaparmible for creating meanders in the D i i i a n  of Cadaakal S w e y ,  the river io not 
tidal. but much of the reach in T. 9 N.. R. 67 W., SM, ia 9 chain. or more in width. 
T h u  baaed ma ib width alone, tbb ranch be m e a n d d  and the submerged 
lands sagregatad from uplanda on the survey plat. 

The BLM baa not studied the mmainder of this river for navigability. The mme 
applies to its tributaries, including Little Kaaigluk River. 

In 1982. the BLM decided that only the Gmt few mita of this river is flovjgnble. 
lbmhiqj' the river reach in the area eelected by the Akink vilIage corporation, it 
found the river navigable to a tributary in Ser 13, T. 9 N., R 67 W., SM, and 
excluded the nubmerged lands &om IC 610. The remainder of the river (about 
16 miles) in the selection area was considered to  be non-navigable. The river bed 
from the tributary in Sec 13, T. 9 N., R. 67 W. through T. 9 N., R 67 W., T. 9 N., 
66 W., and T. 8 N., R. 66 W., SM, waa not excluded lrom IC 610. 

In 1989, the BLM examined Native aUotment selections in the area selected by or 
cunveysd to the Akiak village m a t i o n ,  and ideatifid additional navignble watare. 
Specifically, it decided that the nlaugh heading in the Kiaaralilr River in 8oc 28, 
T. 9 N., R. 66 W., SM, and rehuning to the Kinaralik in Sec 13, T. 9 N.. R 67 W., 
234 b navigable. A atream that amptien into thin elough in See. 8, T. 9 N., R. 66 W., 
Shf, wan abo c m r a i d a r e d t o $ , a a ~ & ~ & U ~ & k  1. T.eW.,.1R&W- Si3. 
~ t ~ t ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ u m w u t h . t t e s o e ~ I t s r  

Enclosure 2-6 
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bodiea were non-navigable and did not exclude them &om the interim m n ~ e y ~ n c e .  
Therefore, these watere wil l  not be meandered and the rubmerged lan& segregaa 
&om intarimccnveyed uplands u n l ~  the mwey shmn they cue tidal or meet the 
size criteria for mcuurder lines. Howwer, where they flow through Native allotmentr 
or landa msledal by but not yet conveyed to the Natiw corporations, they nill be 
meandered and the submerged lan& ~egregnted 6rom Federal uplnds. 

In 1990, at the requecrt d t h e  State of U, the ELM reamaidered the navigability 
of the upper mchm of the Kiearalik, npseifialty on Ian& patented ta the Stab of 
A h k a  in Tps. 3 N.. R. 69 W., and 9 and 4 N., R 60 W., 8M. Y e m  qp, the BLM had 
f a d  tbi. reach to be non-uavigabie nnd charged the submerged Lsd iuzeya a* 
the State'a entitlement. Upon review of the f a d  m d  recant c a r t  decimiona in the 
GulLBaa River -, the agency decided that the State rhould not h a w  been cbugd 
for the submerged land aaeagm becaum the river up to K h d i k  Lab is napieable. 

In 1979, the ELM h u e d  I c e  219 and 214 to the Kwethluk d h g e  eotporation and 
Calistr Corporatian, r-pectively. The Kdohrim R i m ,  K r u k o h d  Sloryh, 
Tupuknuk Slough, and Church Slough were the d y  water bodim excluded fmm the 
mnveyanwe by reanon of navigability. The Kwethluk River in T. 8 N., R 69 W, 
T. 7 N.. R. 69 W., T. 7 N.. R 68 W, and T. 8 N.. R. 68 W., SM, waa not excluded from 
the interim mnveyancea. It was cowidered ta be MU-navigable. 

The Division of Cadaetral Survey reporb that the river in not tidal. However, 
aaarding to Lynatts Nakazawa, much of the IOWW in T. 8 N., R. 69 W., SM, is 
3 chains or more in width. On the w e y  plat, thin resch will be meandered and the 
eubmerged Ian& segregated from uplandn. The remainder d the riwr in thin 
tovv~hip and in T. 7 N., R. 69 W.. SM, ia lees than threa chaine in width, and thua 
will not be segregated on the survey plah. 

In 1991, the BLM reconaidered the navigability of this river above the interim- 
maveyed area. Our Division of Cadastral Survey waa preparing s w e y  instructions 
for numwouu amall tracts, like Native allotment parceln, laated on and along the 
river above the interimoonveyed arm, and needed to know whether or not to euclude 
the river h m  the surveys of Native allotment boundarits. Annlyxing new 
information in light of the Federal courts' decisions in the GuIkana River cam, the 
BLM d u d e d  that the Kwethluk River is navigable from T. 5 N., R. 68 W. t4 and 
through T. 3 N.. R 66 W.. SM. The river Uom through amen townships in t h i ~  
roe& 

J B]ruliLut.ak Rivw 

In 1979 ths BLM did not exclude thb river from IC 213 and 214 in Tp.. 7 and 8 N., 
R. 68W.. and T. 6 and 7 N., R. 67 W., SM. We found the river to be non-navigable. 
Since, the ~EIUZY has not comiderd uvigability of the remaindar of the her. 



Thia river down through the relection preps d Bethel, Akinchak, Akialr, aad Wubo)r 
villsgas. Tha G a d  River WKI excluded from dl ICs of lands along thia river. ah 
662,616,1027) In 1978 the BLM wmidwed it a tidal waba-way through the Bethel 
conveymce area. In 1981 the agency cnddered the river to be an intaromme 
dou& of the Kuoiokwim Rioer. Howewer, it chmgd thi. poaitlon etudying 

altitude odor iafrared photograph of the area and new infwmation collected 
through interrim with 1 4  meidants end gwenunant.oEidrlr. In 1989 the .gency 
decided that the river ia naripble by rsown of UMJ Erarm iU mouth to and thraugh 
BsLim, 1. T. IS N., R 66 W, SM. Beyond, the rivcu appears to h dry or virtually SO 

for a conaidstable dirtan-. H m w ,  it tho found the "lpadm of the rioet ta bs 
~ v i g a b l a  a short dirrtaaca; that in, born the Kuskokwim River in 9- 18, T. lSN., R. 
84 W., SM, to a point in the middle ofSec. 12. T. 18 N., R. 65 W, S M  

The BLM alao identined the foUowtng tributariee of Gmek Rivar an navigable: 

1. Left-bank tributary in sec. 12, T. 11 N., R. 88 W., SM. 

2. Left-bank tributary in Smx. 18 and 24 (mouth in Sec. 14). T. 11 N., R. 68 W., 
SM. 

9. Right-bank tributary in Native allotment F-17083 in Sec. 1. T. 10 N., R. 69 W., 
SM. 

4. Right-bank tributary in NWIA See. 28, T. 10 N., R. 69 W.. SM. 

6. Right-bank triiutary in Native Allotment F-17083 in Sec 86. T. 11 N., R. 69 
W., SM. 

The BLM bas mnsiatently bald this river to be navignble. In 1983 it d e d  the 
~vigabifity of Eek River in the Eak village  election area. On the besh af 
information provided by l a d  residents, it decided the r i m  in nnvigable Ron its 
mouth to and through T. 1 N., R. 72 W., SM; that is, through the selection area. In 
1988 the ELM again examined the Eek village aelectim area for navigable water 
bodies that might meet the U. S. District Court's standard of navigability as deecribed 
in the Gu)bana Rlver case. It found three additional navigable water bodion on 
Federal h d s :  

1. A lake and its outlet in Sac. 3. T. 1 N., R. 72 W., SM. 

2. A slough in Sece. 16-20, T. 2 N., R. 7 W., SM. 

3. A slougb in See. 36. T. 2 N., R. 74 W., to second tributary on right (Imking 
upa t r ed .  
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Flnally, in 1989 the BLM invsstigated the navigability of the river upstream af the 
villa@ nelectfon m a ,  focusing on those river segment# that aoased Native allotmeat 
chima. As a result of thin rtudy, it canduded that the EBk River ia nevigsble from ite 
mouth to and through Native allotment F-16812-C in SW. 28, T. 1 N., R. 67 W., SM. 
In addition, it found that tbe Middle Fork Eek River ia navigable Dom Esk River to 
and through Native allotment AA-91272-B in See. 12, T. 3 8.. R. 69 W., SM. 



Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 11 

Window 2700 
NAVIGABILITY REPORT: KASlGLUK RIVER 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

C h e  Karigluk River has its origin in the Kilbuck Mountains and flows n&hwerterly for 
approxiinately 100 miles to the Kuskokwim River. It parallels the Kisaralik River and receives 
overflow water froin it in at mile 29 in Sec. 7.. T. 8 N., R. 66 W., SM.. and from the Chjcovuilnuk 
River in Sec. 13. T. 8 N., R. 66 W.. SM. The Little Kasigluk juncture is located at mile 52 in Sec. 
24. T.7 N., R. 65 W.. SM. This report area covers those Native Allotment selections between 
mile 38 to 

The Kasigluk River has been meandered through Tps. 8-9 N.,  Rgs. 66-67 W., Seward Meridian. 
It was determined navigable in Secs. 3 I & 33 in T. 9 N., R. 66 W., SM. (See navigabilityreport 
5/8/89, Bethel Quid File). 

Local Name: Kasigluk River 

Nearest Settlement: Kwethluk 

Watershed: Kilbuck Mountains at 60°2?'N, 16O004'W' 

USGS Ouadrande(sl in selected area: Bethel C-5. D-5 

Aerial Photo (s) in selected area: CIR 40, Roll 2, Frame 37, August 8, 1987; CIR 60, Roll 10. 
Frame 382, July 1980: CIR 60, Roll 10. Frame 285, July 1980 

Was the water bodv Photo Interoreted? Yes. May 1997 

Was a Field Re~ort/lnterview R e ~ o r t  created" An ~nterview report was created on October 30. 
1997 ' A field report was made on October 30. 1997. ' 
SUBMERGED LAND STATUS 

Township 

T. S N .  R.  66W. 

T. 8N.. R .  65 W. 

T.  SN. .  R.  6 5  W. 

T. SN. .  R 65 W. 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

T SN R h ? W  

Section 
Number 

Sec  13 

Sec 18 

Sec  19 

Sec  19, 20 

Sec , - 1 4 5  
1 7  

Mile 

3 8 

38 ' 

39 

39.5 

F-1601; 

Status and Remarks 

- - 
F-17100 

F-17100 

F- 17062B 

F-16917 



Tvoe of Water Body: River 

Vegetation: Willow, alder, birch and spruce trees 

Water Bodv Bottom Characteristics: 
Mouth to Mile 27 90?4 Mud 10% Fine Gravel 
Mile 27 to Mile 50 20% Fine Gravel 80% Medium Gravel 
Mile 50 to Mile 1 I0 Medium Gravel with some coarse Gravel 

Gradient: Negligible 

USES 
Conimercial (who. what. why. when. where. how) No commercial use 

Source 

Wasslllie Evan 

John Owen 

Rav GIIV 

Historical. Not available 

Depth (ft) 

9'-1 I '  ~n September for two weeks 

2 ' 4  in September 

7 1/7' . 3 '  ~~~l~ 

Mile 

38-49 

49 

5? 



Direct Evidence (who, what. why. when. where, how): 

W : ' aml l~e  Evan boated the Kasigluk last September 1996. He,used a 20' aluminum boat with a 45 
horsepower propeller motor. His load included three people, camping gear, two moose and two 
black bear. They had gone as far as the "Y" to the Little Kasigluk Rwer in Sec. 24.. T .7  N.. R. 65 
W.. SM. He said the river was about 9'-10' deep which he believes lasts about two weeks. He 
said there were beaver dams at "Pinky Mine" which is near the "Y'. During June and July the 
river is at it's lowest depth, however, he believes one could boat the river with a load carrying at 
least 1.000 pounds to the junction of the Little Kasigluk River if one knows the main channel. 

Ray Guy has boated up to the Little Kasigluk River junction in Sec. 24, T. 7 N.. R. 65 W.. SM., 
to hunt during a high water period. The river was about 7' deep. He said high water periods in 
the fall and spring are dependent on the rain and the snow melt. During the normal summer 
months of June and July it is about 2 112' to 3'  deep to the juncture of the Little Kasigluk River. 

Steve Schmitt, a Land Surveyor with the Division of Cadastral Survey, set the Points of 
Beginnings for the Native allotments on July 3, 1997 along this water body. He reported the 
stream to  be well defined, open with no obstructions, and wide and deep enough for travel, trade 
and commerce. He  said the river was definitely navigable up to David L. Jackson and Alexander 
Nicori's allotments. 

John Owen boated the Kasigluk last September for moose hunting. He was gone for one week 
and went as far as Secs. I I & 13. T. 7 N.. R. 65 W. He was in a 18' aluminum Lund with a 30- 
Horsepower propeller motor. His load included two people plus all their camping gear. The river 
was 2'-4' deep He repolts higher water conditions occur near the end of August to the beginning 
of September and lasts about two to two one-half weeks. The stream is about 1'-2' deep during 
June. July and August. The width ofthe river ranges from 20 to 35 feet. 

Richard Long boated the Kasigluk Riverlast September 1995. He went to the Little Kasigluk 
k v e r  in Sec. 24. T. 7 N. ,  R. 65 W. He used a 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower propeller motor. 
He said during June and July the river is about 4'-6' deep and during September it is 3 ' 4  deep. 
There are low lying trees along the riverbanks. 1 asked him if he believed that one can use a boat. 
canoe or raft on the creek carrying about 1.000 pounds for travel. trade and commerce and he 
said for travel yes but for tl-ade or commerce he said no. He said when the river is high, one can 
reach the " Y  in one day. but with low water conditions. this can take up to three days. 

The .4laska Depa~tment of Fish and Game boated the Kasigluk in June and August of 1975 to 
s t ~ ~ d y  the fish species rind to determine sport fishing use in the Kuskokwim k v e r  drainage area. 
They used a 24' aluminum riverboat with an outboard propeller motor. Their load included two 
or three biologists. sampling gear, fuel and camping gear. The river was divided into three 
sections: Section I (Mile 0-27). Section I1 (Mile 27-50). Section 111 (Mile 50-1 10). The Native 
,Allotments in this window fall within Section I1 of this report The report stated Section I1 is 
navig;lble with propeller driven boats i n  periods of high water. Section 111 is shallow with Inany 



riffles and is difficult to navigate by boat 

A field inspectionby air was made on September 15, 1997. Beginning in Sec. 13, T. 8N., R. 66 
W..  SM., the Kasigluk flows southeasterly to the fork of the Little Kasigluk for about14 miles. 
The river ranged between 1.5'-20' wide. There were no obstructions through the Native allotment 
selections within this window and the river appeared to have an adequate amount of water and a 
well defined channel for navigation. Beginning in Sec. 10, T. 7N., R. 65 W., the stream became 
noticeably shallower with some sandbars, logs and sweepers lining the banks. 

Indirect Evidence: 

There are two other Native allotments located fbrther upstream beyond the " Y  that straddle the 
Kasigluk and Little Kasigluk Rivers. 

Public Opinion (susce~tibilitv to use): 
Mike Coffing, a Subsistence Resource Specialist with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
reported that the water body is boatable up to Sec. 18, T. 8N., R. 65 all summer normally. He has 
boated this river since 1988 camping. fishing and berry picking. Last June or July 1996, he boaJed 
as far as Sec. 18, T. 8N., R. 65W with a 18' Hewescraft with a 40-horsepower motor. During this 
trip the river had riffles and pools ranging between 15"/2OU to 5' deep. His load included two 
other people. 54 gallons of gas and camping gear for a week. Mike said local residents that know 
the [rivers well are able to travel longer distances with 30 and 40 horsepower propeller motors. 

CONCLUSION (Gulkana River Standard) 
(at least three facts should support conclusion) 

Navioable iexolain): 

I tind the Kasigluk h v e r  navigable within the following Native Allotments: William Nicholai- 
F I7 100: James Guy-F17062B: David K. Nicolai-F16917; and Alexander Nicori-FI 60 13 
Based on: the field inspection in September 1997, the interviews conducted verifying the use of 
the river for hunting, harvesting and food gathering, the local residents use of the river to reach 
these Native allotment selections, and in periods of high water and those allotment selections 
located hrther upstream. the river demonstrates the physical characteristics of a river suseptible 
for use as a route of travel, trade and commerce. 

Report P~epared by Date 



NOTES 
I .  Donald J.  Orth, Rictinn~AlarkaP1acenanes, U.S. Geological Survey Professional 
Paper 567, Washington D.C.: GPO 1967, p.499 

2 .  Laul-a Lagstrom, Interview Report. Memorandum to the File FF-14883-A, Kwethluk 
Incorporated (75.4). October 30, 1997, 7pp. 

3.Laura Lagstrorn, Field Report, Memorandum to the File FF-14883, Kwethluk Incorporation 
(75.4), October 30,. 1997, 5pp. 

4. Kenneth T. Alt, Inventow and Cataloeine Western Alaska Waters, ADF&G, Sports Fish 
Division, Juneau. AK. Volume 18 July 1. 1976 to June 30, 1977. p 31-32 
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Memorandum 

Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 12 

9600 (924) 
Bethel FY98 

F17018' 

November 4, 1997 

To: FF-14883-A 

From: Laura Lagstrom, Navigability Section AK924 

Subject: Field Trip for Window 2700 

On September I S ,  1997, Dot Tideman, Scott Guyer and myself left Anchorage for Bethel to do a 
field inspection of water bodies for Windows 2700 & 2029. Because there were more than 40 
sites to see, the area was divided into two work-day sessions. On the first day we flew over the 
Kisaralik. (..'hicoyrrilr~i~k*. Kasigluk. Kushluk. Old Kwethluk. Akulikutak and Lumavik Rivers; a 
tributary of the Kwethluk. Net Creek. Vigauthinlik Creek, Columbia Creek and an unnamed 
stream north of Eek Lake. On the second day all the water bodies were unnamed except for 
Keatnum Creek and Kongeruk River: 

We left Anchorage via Reeve Aleutian Airlines at 7:30am and arrived in Bethel about 8:4Sam. 
After picking up the rental car we went over to Yukon 'Helicopters Inc. to meet with the pilot, 
Leo Swank.' He had just called the weather station to get a current update and weather forecast 
and assured us if the weather turned bad, we would turn back. The first day we would be flying 
about 40 miles east. The previous week I had faxed him a detailed list of the sites we needed to 
photograph and video. He was aware that Scott had a GPS unit and had input most of the sites. 
Leo showed us his current OAS card and the secretary showed us the OAS card for the 206 Bell 
helicopter. Tail # N 150HH Flight following was established with the office. After Leo gave us 
a safety briefing, we took otfabout loam. 

To make the field trip cost effective, we field inspected all the water bodies for Part I & 11, 
Window 2029. Window 2700 and specific waterbody requests from the Special Instruction writer 
for these windows. This report covers only those water bodies in Window 2700. 

Ksaralik River 
Here is some background information to help understand the complexity of this field exam. The 
sketch diagram of the allotment dated 9/25/74, depicted the allotment straddling an anabranch of 
the Kisaralik River. This diagram was comparable to the river confiyration in the 1954 USGS 

'Tocnl names 

'File in F17100. E17062. F16917. F16013. F15903 



topographic map (aerial photography taken 1955 and 1957). However, when compared with the 
I98 I NASA aerials (CIR 40 Flight 2. Frames 37 or 38. August 1981). it was evident that within 
this allotment, the Kisal-alik River had jumped its bank and CLII a new channel. 

We began our examination downstream of the allotment. The river appeared to be about 35'-45' 
wide, heavily braided and littered with debris. It appeared to be fast moving, shallow and blueish- 
green in color. similar to glacier fed streams. When w e  reached the boundary of the 80-acre 
Native Allotment, we flew easterly along the southern border, then northerly, westerly and then 
southerly back t o  the beginning. There was a cabin located near the western border of the 
allotment. We flew around again to video and photograph the anabranch, but because of the 
dense vegetation, it was difficult to locate. No water was seen in the anabranch. (Photos 1-2) 

Near the southern boundary of the allotment, the bsara l ik  River had cut through and created a 
small stream flowing southerly into a locally known stream known as. "Chicoyuilnuk." The field 
inspection revealed the stream to be shallow, about 10' wide at the mouth and diminishing t o  two- 
three feet wide. At this point we were directly above the locally known stream as "C~hicoyuilr~uk" 
but told Leo Swank that we needed to tly from its juncture with the Kasigluk River. (Photo 3)  

Rieht bank tributary of the Kasieluk River. locallv known as ('h~covuilmrk River 
Because we had t o  fly downstream to reach its effluent, we noticed the stream to be shallowef 
and less defined than fh ther  upstream. There were visible gravel bars and some riffles. Its 
effluent into the Kasigluk was split into two streams which resulted in neither channel being very 
deep. It appeared to be about 15'-20' wide and bluish-green in color similar to the Kisaralik River. 
We turned around and followed the stream up to the Native Allotment selection where the 
channel was deeper and well defined. There were some sweepers and submerged logs but they 
did not appear to obstruct travel along the river. Within the Native allotment, there was a right 
bank stream that appeared to be about 10' wide, dark in color. placid, and lined with many trees 
and willows. There was a large beaver dam about IS' from the mouth. Further upstream it split 
into two very shallow streams. We returned to the location of the Native Allotment and 
continued follow in^ the main channel for about % mile before the stream became visibly narrower, 
shallower and filled with debris. We did not reach the area of the next Native allotment that 
straddled this stream. (Photos 4-6) 

Kasicluk River 
After finishing up the field inspection of the right bank tributary, w e  headed westerly toward it's 
junction with the Kasigluk h v e r  The Kasigluk River had previously been determined tidal up to 
this point There are five Native allotments that straddle the Kasigluk River and the first is 
located about I14 lnile from the junction. At this point. the river appeared to be rather shallow 
Ihowever, just beyond the allotment the stream appeared deeper and exhibited a well-defined 
channel, at least 20' wide, open with no obstructions. The strean. was dark in color and because of 
the low gradient, showed very little inovement. The banks were heavilv vegetated with spnlce. 
willows and brush and a few overhan~ing trees. We continued to follow the stream to the fork of 
the Little Kasigluk River. Within this area. the Kasigluk meanders t h r o u ~ h  a valley between bare 
low lying lhills. iilany of which we .TO'- 150' high. The gradient is minimal. .20' per mile There 



were a few sweepers, but overall. the channel was about 15'-20' wide, with no obstructions. We 
ended our examination of this river near the fork of the Little Kasigluk River. (Photos 7-1 I) 

We then headed toward the Kushluk River which is part of Window 2029 



1. Native. Allotment F15903, Paul Evan along the Kisaralik River. Photograph was taken facing 
southeasterly to show the dried up cha~u~el of the IGsaralik in Sec. 8., T. 8 N., R. 65 W., SM. 

2. Native Allotment F15903, Paul Evan. Photograph facing southeast to show the dried up 
anabranch of the Kisal-alik River. 



3 .  Most recent channel of the Kisaralik and a new stream flowing from the Kisaralik to the Right 
Bank Tributary of the Kasigluk River, locally known as "Chicoyuilnuk River." Location: Secs. S 
& 17, T. SN., R. 65 W., SM. Photograph taken facing south. 

4. Mouth of Right Bank Tributary ofthe Kasigluk in Sec. 13.. T. S N., R. 66 W., SM. 
Photograph taken facing northeast 



5 .  Native Allotment F17018, Elizabeth Howard. Looking east on he Right Bank Tributary of the 
Kasigluk River locally known as "Chicoyuilnuk." Photograph also shows the Right Bank 
Tributary of the Right Bank TI-ibutary located in Sec. 17.. T. '8 N., R. 65 W., SM. 

6. Right Bank Tributary of the k g h t  Bank Tributary of the Kasigluk River within Native 
Allotment F17018, Elizabeth Howard. Photograph taken facing east showing beaver dam 



7. Kasigluk River near Native Allotment Fli'lOO, William Nicolai. Photograph showing effluent 
of the Right Bank Tributary within Sec. I;., T. S N., R.66 W , SM. 

8. Native Allotment F17100, William Nicolai along the.Kasigluk River facing East in Sec. 13.. T. 
S N . , R . ~ ~ W . , & S ~ C . ~ ~ , T . S N . , R . ~ ~ W . , S M .  



9. Native Allotment 17062, James Guy along the Kasigluk River facing south in Sec. 19, T. SN., 
R. 65 W . SM. 

10. Native Allotment F 16917; David K. Nicolai, western boundary along the Kasigluk River in 
Sec. 1 9 , T . S N . , R .  65 W.,SM. 



I I .  Native Allotment FlGOl3, Alexander K. Nicori , facing South on the Kasigluk River in Sec. 
33 ,T .8N. ,R .65W. ,SM.  



Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 13 

NAVIGABILITY REPORT: 
- 

Right Bank Tributary of the Kasigluk River (mouth in Sec. 13, T. 8N., R. 66W., SM) and 
its right bank tributary (mouth in Sec. 17., T. SN., R. 65 W.. SM) 

Window 2700 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Local Name: The Kwethluk residents refer to this river as Chicoyuilnuk or Tsikoyulugok which 
in the Yu'pik dialect means, "The River That Never Freezes." It is about 10 miles in length. 
It's eflluent to the Kasigluk River is located in Sec. 13, T. XN., R. 66W.. SM. 

Nearest Settlement: Kwethluk SO+ miles 

Length of Water Body: Flows northwesterly 10 miles to the Kasigluk River. 

USGS Ouadrangle(s) in selected area: Bethel D-6 - On the USGS map this double lined stream 
appears to be a continuation of the Kasigluk River beginning in Sec. 13., T. XN., R. 66 W., SM. 

Aerial Photo Ts) in selected area: CIR 60, R. 10, Frame 382, July 19.80; CIR 40, R. 1, Flt. 2, 
Frame 37. August 1987. 

Was the water body Photo Intemreted? Yes, May 1997 

Was a Field ReportIInterview Report created? An interview report was created October 30, 
1997. A field report was created on October 30, 1997 .~  

1 T SN R 6 i W  1 7 5  1 9  F- I7064 - VnNWR 
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

jUBMERGED LAND STATUS 

Tvae of Water Body- River 

Township 

T. 8N.. R. 65 W. 

T .  SN.. R. 65 W. 

T.  SN.. R. 65 W. 

T.  SN., R. 65 W. 

T. 8N.. R. 65 W. 

T .  SN.. R. 65 W.  
. 

T SN.. R. 64 W 

Section 
Number 

17 

21,22 

22.23 

22.23 

25. 26 

2 5 
. 

30 

Mile 

3 

4.5 

6 

6 

8 

8.5 

9 

Status and Remarks 

F-17018 - YDNWR 

F-17101 - YDNWR 

F-17098 - YDNWR 

F-17068 - YDNWR 

F-17068 - YDNVR 

F- 17062A - YDNWR 

F- 17064 - YDNWR 



Veqetation: Willow and spnlce line the banks. 

Water Body Bottom Characteristics: Gravel near the mouth 

Gradient. Negligible 

- 

USES 
Comnercial (who. what. why, when. where. how): No commercial use 

Source (Interviews) 

Richard Long 

.-Ray Guv 

Source 

Richard Long 

Guv 

Indirect Evidence: None available 

Historical Use None available 

Impediments (nature) 

Overhanging willows and trees, beaver dams 

9-s 

Field Inspection: A tield inspecti& by helicopter on September 15. I997 revealed the main river 
to be about 15'-20' wide. It was a bluish-green in color similar to the Kisaralik River with 
sandbars interspersed amonz a few scattered overhanzing trees and sweepers lining the banks. Its 
effluent into the Kasizluk was split into two streams which resulted in neither channel being very 
deep. but as we traveled h n h e r  upstream. it became deeper and well defined. Within the 
allot~nent the stream also received a small amount of overtlow from the Kisaralik River near the 
center of Section 17. Also. within the Native allotment. a right bank stream appeared to be about 

- 

Bank to Bank Width 

15' 

161- 18' 

Mile 

6 

4-1 0 1 

Mile 

0-6 

0-4 



10' wide, dark in color, placid, and lined with many trees and willows. There was a large beaver 
dam about IS' from the mouth Further upstream it split into two very shallow streams. We 
returned to the location of the Native Allotment and continued following the main channel for 
about '/z mile before the stream became visibly narrower, shallower and filled with debris 

Direct Evidence: (who, what, why, when, where, how): 

Elizabeth Howard'sNative Allotment straddles the stream at mile three in Secs: 16-17, T. 8N.. R. 
65 W., SM. The casefile states Howard reaches her allotment by boat in the spring andsummer 
to fish, hunt, trap and pick berries. The photographs from the August 2, 1989 field exam show an 
open unobstructed stream lined with wiliow and spruce. Additionally, within her allotment, there 
is a stream on the right bank. Her brother Moses Nicolai said no one uses this stream. 

Richard Lewis Long, a Tribal Officer with the Organized Village of Kwethluk, has an allotment 
that straddles the Chicoyuilnuk River near mile seven in Section 22 of this township. He uses a 
18' Lund with a 40-horsepower propeller motor to subsistence hunt and fish in the surrounding 
area. His load normally includes another person, extra gas. food and camping gear for a week; 
with a dressed out moose or caribou, this is more than 1.000 pounds. Last year around the 
middle of May after the snow melted, the stream was 5'-7' deep and he was able to get about half 
way through his allotment before he encountered beaver dams and overhanging trees. In the ;dl, 
high water conditions last two to three weeks dependent on the amount of rain. The pictures from 
the field exam conducted July 23. 1974 show a narrow, shallow, brown placid stream with heavily 
vegetated banks. 

Moses Nicolai has boated this stream many times for subsistence hunting and fishing every year in 
spring, summer and fall. His most recent trip was in September of 1996 tohunt moose during a 
high water period. He took a 22' Monson with 50 & 70 horsepower motors; he carried a 12' skiff 
in his boat to enable him to boat beyond James Guy's Native Allotment in Sec. 25.. T. 8 N., R. 65 
W., SM. The water was about 3'-4' deep with scattered deep holes. He said high water normally 
lasts less than a week. 

In 1968 James Guy used a 24' boat with a 25 HI' motor. His allotment is located in Sec. 25 of 
this township. He attempts to hunt moose and caribou on his allotment in September every year 
but, he emphasizes, this is always dependent on the amount of rain. Even then, this deeper water 
lasts two days to one week. 

Mrs Guy sad  the last time they went up to his allotment was in August several years ago She 
remembers that the rwer became so shallow they had to pull the boat to reach his allotment 

CONCLUSION (Chikana River Standard) (at least three facts should support conclusion) 

There are two unnamed streams tlowing through Elizabeth Nicolai's Native Allotment. I find the 
unnamed stream that heads southerly and double-lined on the USGS map navigable within 



Elizabeth Nicolai's Native Allotment. F-I7018 in Sec. 17, T. 8 N.. R. 65 W., SM. Based on field 
inspection, interviews, and the allotment field examination report, the stream appears to be open, 
wide and unobstructed for navigation by boats, rafts and canoes canying at least 1,000 pounds. 
Several individuals that have allotments hrther upstream and have experience subsistence hunting 
and fishing in this area believe that one can travel with a load about a mile beyond this allotment 
before the river becomes increasingly narrow, shallow and constricted. 

The unnamed right-bank tributary in Elizabeth Howard's Native Allotment is non-navigable. 
Field trip aerials show the creek as small, overgrown, with a beaver dam 15' from its mouth. 

Report Prepared by. 



NOTES 

1. Laura Lagstrom, Interview Report, Memorandum to the File FF-14883, Kwethluk 
Incorporated, (75.4), October 30. 1997, 7pp. 

2. Laura Lagstrom, Field Report, Memorandum to the File FF-14883, Kwethluk 
Incorporated, (75.4), October 29, 1997, 5pp. 
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Memorandum 

Bethel -FY'98 
F17100 (2561)' 

To Chief. Branch of Survey Preparat~on and Pol~cy Interpretation (AK925) 

From. Chief, Bi-anch of Mapping Sciences (AK924) 

Subject Navigability Review for Waters in Window 2700 

The purpose of this memorandum is to indicate the navigability status of those water bodies on 
selected lands within Window 2700 The window, scheduled to be surveyed in FY'98, is 
composed of 37 Native Allotments, one State Selection and no village Selections in 24 townships 
After review, I found six Native Allotment selections that needed navigability recommendations 
They are depicted on the attached appendix and [naps 

The window lies within the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge created in 1980 by PL96-487. 
The lands are selected but not yet conveyed under the Alaska Statehood Act. Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act and the Native Allotment Act. Previous BLM administrative navigability 
determinations for the following rivers in Window 2700 are listed below 

The Tuluksak River was determined navigable from its mouth to the Upper Landing located about 
59 ~niles upstream (See navi~ability report 5122185 Bethel Quad File) and to mile 68 5 through 
Sec 8. T 10 N , R 6 1 W .  Seward bleridian (See navigability report June 4, 1993 Bethel) 

The Kisaralik River was determined naviyabie from its confluence with the Kuskokuak Slough in 
Sec 19, T 9 N .  R 6 7 W .  SM to the "Y" in Sec 13, T 9N , R 6 7 W .  SM (See Memorandum 
ibr Final Easements for the Village of PLkiak 6/22/82 F-14821-EE, IC610) Within the window, 
the Kisaralik varies from two to three chains wide, is braided and has many intermittent streams. 
Most Native allotments are situated either along the Esaralik or its intermittent streams except 
for Native Allotment F15903 situated in Sec 8. T 8N . K 65 W , Seward Meridian The sketch 
diagain of the allotment dated 9/25/74. depicts the allotment straddling an anabranch o f t h e  
Kisaralik River When compared to the Kisaralik River configuration in the 1954 USGS 



topographic map (aerial photography taken 1 0 5 5  and 1957) and with the 1981 NASA aerials 
(CIK 40 Flight 2, Frames 37 or 38. Augusi 198 I). it was evident that within this allotment, the 
Kisaralik h v e r  had jumped it's bank and cut a new channel which resulted in drying up the 
anabranch. This awlsive action was brought to the attention ofFrank Hardt. the Rjparian 
Bounda? Specialist in Cadastral Survey who brought this to the attention of the StateiBLM 
w o r k i n g . ~ r o u p  Committee He asked if the State would like the anabranch, now dried up, 
segregated within this allotment. The State said nor to segregate since there are no State lands in 
rhe surrounding area. On September 15, 1997 a field inspection by helicopter revealed that the 
river had cut a new channel which now formed the southern boundary of this Native Allotment. 
The anabranch was dried up and heavily vegetated with willows and trees. Photographs and a 
video were taken and copies were given to the Branch of Survey Preparation and Policy 
Interpretations to aid them in the writing of Special lnstructions. 

Additionally, within this same township the Kisaralik k v e r  cut through it's banks and created a 
small stream flowing into a h g h t  Bank Tributary of the Kasigluk, locally known as 
'Chicoyuilnuk". within Secs 8 & 17 Kwethluk residents say they do not use this srream because 
i t  is roo shallow, too narrow and lined with willows and trees which obstruct passage A tield 
inspection by helicopter on September IS, 1997 confirmed the stream to be shallow, about I 5'  
wide, heading southerly then easterly, and diminishng to a small insignificant stream 

e Kasigluk River has been meandered (tidal) through Tps 8 & 9 N , Rs 66, 67 W , S M ,  

The Native allottees mainly from Kwethluk and Akiak, rely heavily on these water bodies to 
reach traditional harvest areas to supplement their lifestyle and economy During 1986-87 
Michael Coiling with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, conducted a two-year study 
examining the subsistence wildhfe harvest and use for Kwethluk. In this primarily Yup'ik Eskimo 
community, there were 540 residents livins in 112 households. In  the study, he indicated 
household harvests averaged 3;860 pounds edible weight. Per capita harvest was 800 pounds 
edible weight, among the highest of communities in Alaska2 Salmon and freshwater fish 
accounted for 85% o f t h e  harvested resource with big game, mainly moose, berries and plants. 
waterfowl. furbearers, small game and marine ~namlnals accounting for the rest 

To reach those areas for harvesting, the most common form of transportation is a 18'-24' 
aluminum boar with 25-40 horsepower propeller motor, Seasonal weather conditions such as the 
alnount ofrain, the amount of snow. a midwinter thaw. an extended dry season or the early 
breakup of the Kuskokwiin River drainage system all effect the use and accessibility ofthese 
water bodies 

- ~ l c h a e l  c o f f l n q ,  ~ w e t h l u k  S u b s l s c e n c e :  C o n t e m p o r a r y  Land U s e  P a t t e r n s ,  
Wild R e s o u r c e  H a r v e s t  a n d  U s e ,  and  he Subsistence Economy o f  2 Lower 
Kuskokwlm P l v e r  A r e *  Communl tv ,  Technical P a p e r  No. 1 5 7 ,  A D F h G ,  D l v l s l o n  o f  
5 i 1 b s l s t e n c ? ,  J u n e a u ,  A !  ne r : t r r . r L  : S 5 1 ,  .Ab~bstrdcL 



The BLM-AJaska's navigability criteria are based upon federal title navigability law In a March 
16, 1976, memorandum., Hugh Garner, Associate Solicitor, sum~narized the law for the purpose 
of administering the Alaska Native Claims Settlement .Act. In general, BLM considers nontidal 
water bodies navigable if. at the time of statehood, they were suitable for travel, trade, and 
commerce Additionally, in a December 13, 1989 Ninth Circuit Court decision, the court found 
that watercraft customary at statehood included boats with a load capacity ofabout  1,000 
pounds The court h r the r  held that the contemporary guided fishing and sightseeing activity on 
the Gulkana River was commerce and that watercraft customary at statehood "could have at least 
supported" this commercial activity 

Tidal water bodies. lakes fifty acres or Inore in size, and rivers averaging 198 feet or  more in 
width are not described because, regardless oftheir navigability status, these water bodies are 
segregated on the survey plat. Only streams three chains or less in width and lakes fifty acres or 
less in size are reported The attached appendix lists those water bodies that have been 
determined navigable within the Native Allotment selection. 

Artachnients (2) 
I Appendix (I p) 

2 Maps (2 PP) 
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Jlln Culbenson, State of Alaska UNR 
Stare of  Alaska, DNK. Realtv Services Section 
Robin Willls. State of Alaska. Dept FGiG 
Calista Corporation 
Chief, Branch of Field Surveys (921) 
Chief, Survey Data Research Section (926) 
Chief, Mapping Section (924) 
Chief, GCDB Project Section (926) 
ANCSA (962) 
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Appendix I 

Navigable Waters in Window 2700 by Township for Native Allotment Selections Only 

Seward Meridian 

T 9 N . R  61 W 
None on selected lands 

T 5 - 1 0 N . R  6 2 W  
None on selected lands 

T 5 - l 0 N . R  6 3 W  
None on selected lands 

T 5 - l 0 N . R  6 J W  
None on selected lands 

T 5-7 N . R 65 W 
None on selected lands 

V T  8 N , R  6 S W  
Kaslgluk k v e r  in Natlve Allotments F17100, F17062, F169l7. Fl6Ol3 - (See Map) 

Kight Bank Tributarv of the Kasigluk River, local name "Chicoyuilni~k" in Native Allotment 
Fl 70 18 - (See Map) 

J T  8 N . R  6 6 W  
Kas~giuic f ive r  in Native Allotinenr F17 100 - (See Map) 
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December 4, 1997 

Memorandum 

From Laura Lagsrrom. Sav~gabilirv Section (AK924) 

Subject: Field Trip tbr Window 2029 Pan 1 

On September 15. 1997, Dot Tideman. Scott Guyer and myself left Anchorage for Bethel to do a 
field inspection of water bodies for Windows 2700 & 2029. Because there were more than 4 0  
sites to see. [he area was divided into two work-day sessions. On the first day we flew over the 
Kisaralik. ( 'I~rcoy~rrltrr~k'. Kasigluk. Kushluk. Old Kwethluk, Akulikutak and Lumavik Rivers, a 
tributary of the Kwethluk. Net Creek. I)y(:rr~~/hfalik ('rrck. Columbia Creek and an unnamed 
stream north of Eek Lake On the second day all the water bodies were unnamed except for the 
Kongeruk. Kutukhum and Merovuk Rivers 

We left Anchorage via Reeve .Neutian Airlines at 730am and arrived in Bethel about 8:45am. 
. u e r  pickine up the rental car \ \e \bent over to Yukon Helicopters Inc. to meet with the pilot, 
Leo Swank. He had jusr called [he  \\eather station to get a current update and weather forecast 
and assured us if the \vc;trlic~ ~ u m d  h a d  \ \ e  would turn back. The !?st day we would be flying 
about 40 miles east The previous week I had faxed him a detailed list of the sites we needed to  
photoyraph and video He \\.as aware rhar Scott had a GPS unit and had input most of the sites. 
Leo showed us his currenl 0.45 ciird mi the secretary showed us the OAS card for the 206 Bell 
helicoprer. Tail :! N I YIHH Flisht  tbllowin: was established with the ofice Atier Leo gave us 
a silferv briefins. we took o t t~ ,~ lmt~ t  l (jam 



To make the field trip cost rtt'ecr~\e. we field inspected water bodies for Windows 2029 and 
2700 anti specific ivaterbod!. i i . t l i t t . z t~  froni the Special lnstructions Section of Cadastral Survey. 
We began our field examination bv flying directly east to Columbia Creek. 

Columbia Creek 
We lefi Bethel and tlew easterly along the Kasigluk River until we came to the oxbow that 
Columbia Creek flowed into The oxbow was shallow, placid and very narrow, about 8'-10' wide. 
The mouth of Columbia Creek \\;is 2 '.; blocked by vegetation jutting out fiom the right bank and 
a small island of vegetation A short distance upstream a beaver dam was visible. (Photo I) 

We leti Columbia Creek and headed nonheast toward K~saralik k v e r  which will not be covered 
in this repon because it is pan oiWindow 2700. 

Kushluk River 
We began our flight at its confluence with Akulikutak River. The mouth appeared t o  be  between 
25'-30' wide. unobstructed and fairlv straieht compared to other rivers we had inspected earlier in 
the area. Grass and willows lined thr banks. Tundra interspersed with a few lakes lie above the 
stream. W e  flew upstream to the Vative Allotment located six miles from the mouth. The stream 
continued to be wide and free ot'an! obstructions and appeared deep enough for use as a route 
for travel. trade and cornmercc Brwnd the allotment the channel continued to be wide and 
unobstructed, however. because there were no selections beyond this point. we turned around 
and headed back to its imouth I P I I O ~ U S  2 - 3 )  

.Akulikutak River 
At the contluence with Kushluk River. rhe Akulikutak River mouth appeared to be about 20'-25' 
wide. Immediately atier the !uncrure. the stream became sinuous and the banks heavily vegetated 
with yrass. brush and willo\vs Bec;~itse the area is very tlat and composed of tundra with a 
myriad of scattered lakes. the stream had very little gradient. We flew up to the first village 
srlrcrion i n  S e c  13. T 7Y . R i>S \V . S M ,  which continued to be wide and free o f  any 
obstnicttons It appeared tu he deep enouyh for navigation. About three air miles beyond this 
selection the stream became siyiticanlv more sinuous and narrower. .4t this point, Leo told u s  
we needed to head back ro Bethel lo refi~el. (Photos 4-5) 

\Vr landed in Bethel and drctdeii to hai r  lunch. Duriny lunch Scott said we needed to remind the 
pilot to tlv more to the right of the waterbody so he could better video the water bodies. 

'vet C'rrek 

-1lier lunch we iheaded east   long !lie Kuskokwim towards an anabranch o f t h e  Kwethluk River 
\\li~cii iz ~ I ~ C N I I  13 11111es 111 Imgtii I l i ~  lirst attempt to tly from it's etfluent into Kwethluk proved 
in :lin There was atinrhrr siream similar in size and locarion about a mile \vest. When we 
r c : ~ l ~ 1  \ e r e  I I I I \ \ e  liended hack ro\\:ard the innuth arid a tew mintes later. 
.\<, I ~ I L I I I ~ I  11w 1 1 ~ 1 1 1  \ I I C ~ I I ~ I  I lw ~ i i i o c ~ ~ t  appeitred I C  about 2U'-25' \\tde ~ b t t 1 1  \\ell-defined 
: I  i d  i t  I I I I t  :~npeared to li:l\e siltficirnt \wter for n;i\.~sarion. There 



were wide and long straiyht stretches of'causei,av for several miles before it became more 
s~nuous and narrow The area abo;e !he hi111ks was composed of tundra with hundreds of lakes. 
some of which fed into this stream We continued to fly upstream and saw that the waterbody 
continued to be open and free of any obstructions all the way to its exit into the Kwethluk River. 
The river was rather muddy in color and appeared to be very placid. The one Native Allotment 
that straddled the stream was located about 10 miles upstream. There are two Native allotments 
located on another stream that fed into this stream through a lake, however, the overflight 
revealed riffles and sediment encompassing its effluent. Alter leaving this area we headed south t o  
a left bank tributary of the Kwethluk River (Photos 6-8) 

Lefi bank tributaw of the Kwethluh Ri\er 

At it's confluer~ce with the Kwethluk river. the mouth appeared to be about 10'-IS' wide, muddy 
and shallow. We flew for several miles upstream and the stream continued to be muddy and 
shallow and more grass appeared in the middle of the stream and along the banks. We did not 
reach the site of the Village Selection beginning in S e c  28.. T 6N , R. 68 W.. SM. We left this 
area and headed southerly towards the mouth of the Old Kwethluk River. (Photos 9-10) 

Left Bank Tributaw locally known as .'Old Kwethluk River" 

The mouth appeared to be about 15'-20' wide. unobstmcted and filled with an adequate amount of 
water However. about 114 mile upstream it became very shallow as evidenced by the grass 
visible in the channel, There were three beaver dams between the 112 mile to one mile point. We 
did not reach the area of the first Native Allotment F19254 in S e c  24. T.5N..  R. 68 W.. SM. W e  
lefi this area and headed over to the south side of Three Step Mountain to view a right bank 
tributa~y of the Kwethluk Rjver (Photos 11-12) 

Right bank tributaw of the Kwethluk River 
Beginnins in S e c  8 .  T 5 N .  R 07 W we began our tlight at the mouth The stream looked t o  
be about 10'- 15' wide and very shallow The effluent into the Kwethluk was a darker color on the 
right bank. We could see the bottom of this brown colored stream. Green grass and some brush 
lined the banks. There was a beaver darn located about 100 yards upstream. Because the stream 
appeared to be too shallo\b. \ b e  did not tly upstream to the site o f t h e  Native Allotment F16012 in 
S e c  1 7 . T  5 N . , R . 6 7  W , S M  

We headed back to the Akulikutak Rwe: and continued to fly upstream from where we left off 
that morning betbre we returned to Bethel fbr lunch and fuel. (Photos 13-14) 

The stream continued to he \ e w  sinuous. about 15' wide. ~nuddv brown and lined with brush and 
\villows \Ve tlew near the are;! ol 'n i i lc  .;2 (Storert Map) or Sec 3 6  T bU . R h7 \Y . before 
headiny toward Lumav~k Ri\:er 



Lumavik River 

We flew west until we were above the large lakes in T. 6 N., R.  70 W Because the Lumavik had 
been previously determined navigable through T. 7 N ,  R.  70 W., there was no need to follow it 
from the mouth. Beginning around section 29 of T. 7 N .  R.  70 W . the river became increasingly 
narrower, shallower and g a s s  was visible in the channel. In Sec 35 there was a beaver dam; and 
and about two miles upstream, the grass almost completely blocked the channel. The surrounding 
area was very tlat with a myriad of lakes. some of which fed into this river but their accesses 

-appeared to be very shallow We left this area and headed over to an urnlamed stream in the NE 
section of Eek Lake. (Photos 15- 16) 

Unnamed Stream in the northeast corner of Eek Lake 

The wind was blowing and foam was visible along the shoreline of the lake. We began our 
inspection of this unnamed stream at its mouth in.the northeast comer of Eek Lake. The water 
flowing into the lake was visibly darker and initially appeared to be wide and deep for navigation. 
however, a short distance upstream, it appeared to be very shallow as evidenced by the mud and 
crass in the channel and the water changing from a dark brown to light brown. The stream also - 
became very narrow The shorelines were less defined and very muddy. The surrounding lakes 
were very shallow and congested with mud islands and grass. We followed the stream on the'left 
bank for a few miles but the channel was filled with grass and it appeared very shallow. We 
headed back to its junction with the main stream and headed north. The stream was clearly very 
shallow all the way to the larger lake in  the north. Mud islands appeared in the stream channel and 
grass was seen growing in and all along the channel. (Photos 17-20) 

Leo notified us we were running out of fuel so we left this area and headed back to Bethel. This 
cor~cludes the field repon for Pan I of Window 2029 



Native Allotment A.48966, Albert Olick at the effluent of Columbia Creek into the Kasigluk 
liver in Sec. 7., T. 8N..  R. 66 W , SM. Photograph taken facing southeast. 

Natwe Allotment F16009, Madrona Helm~ck on the Kushluk Rwer Isolated lake l ~ e s  parallel 
the rlver Located In Sec 33 , T 8 N , R 68 \ ? I ,  SM 



3.  Emuent ofKushluk River into Akulikutak River in Sec. 32.. T. 8 N., R. 68 W.. SM 

4. Akulikutak River at the effluent with Kushluk River (lefi-right) in Sec, 3 2 .  T. 8 N., R. 68 W., 
SM. Photograph facing south. 



5. Akulikutak River within village selection F14SS3 in Sec. 1 3 ,  T.  7 N.. R. 68 W.,  SM 
photograph taken facing northeast. 

6 .  Anabranch of the KwetNuk River or locally known as "Net Creek". Photograph shows the 
lake access in Sec. 12.. T. 7 N., R. 69 W ,  SM. 



7. Native Allotment F-17052 Annie Alexje on an unnamed anabranch of the Kwethluk River in 
Sec. 12:, T. 7 N., R. 69 W., SM. The overflight from its northern effluent into the KwetNuk 
River revealed the creek t o  be deep. unobstructed and sometimes narrow. 

8. Additional photographs of the anabranch of Kwethluk River iocally known as Net Creek. 



9. Left bank tributary ofthe Kwethluk River in Sec  15, T 6N.. R. 68 W., SM. Photographs 
shows the mouth to be very shallow and filled with sediment. 

10. Left Bank tributary of the KwetNuk h v e r  in Sec. 15.. T. 6N., R. 68 W., SM. Photograph 
facing southwest. 



11.  Left bank tributary of Kwethluk River locally known as "Old Kwethluk River". The mouth is 
located in Sec. 36.. T. 6N., R. 68 W., SM. The photograph shows the first ofthree beaver dams 
located within 112 mile of its mouth. Picture taken facing southwest 

12. Additional photography showing the second beaver dam and vegetation growing within the 
stream. 



13. h g h t  bank tributary of Kwethluk h v e r  located on the south side of Three Step Mountain 
whose mouth is located in Sec. 8, T.  jN., R. 67 W., SM. The photograph is facing north. 

14. Additional photography showing a beaver dam less than 100 yards from its mouth 



15. Unnamed stream locally known as Lomavik River. Photograph taken from a helicopter 
facing east within Sec. 29, T 7N., R 70 W., SM. 

16. Additional photography on the Lomavik River facing west in Sec. 35., T. 7N., R. 70 W., SM. 



17. Mouth of unnamed stream in the northeast corner of Eek Lake in Sec 13 T. SN., R. 71 W., 
Seward Meridian. 

18. Additional photographs of the same stream in the same section and township. 



19. Left bank stream of the unnamed stream in photographs 17 and 18. The stream flows 
southeasterly through Secs 17 & 18, T. 5N.. R. 70W.  SM. Photo faces southeast. 

20. Additional photographs of the unnamed stream between Eek Lake and the unnamed lake to 
.the north. The photograph was taken facing north in Sec. 12, T SN., R. 71 W., SM. Although 
this section is within IC675. the overtlight was made to see if the stream was open and could be 
used a s  a route of travel. trade and commerce between the two lakes. 
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December 8, 1997 
Memorandum: 

To. File FF-14883 (75 4) Kwethluk Incorporated 

From: Laura Lagstrom, Navigability Section (AK924) 

Subject Interviews for selected lands within Window 2029 Part I 

Akulikutak River - ~nnuth in Src 32. T SN . R. 68 W.. SM. There are two village selections 
on this river. One is located at mile 9 and the other at mile 32. (Based on the Storet Map). 

Local people of Kwethluk depend on the Akulikutak to reach hunting, fishing and berry picking 
areas and to gather wood. Most Kwethluk residents boat the river near the end of August when 
the river is five to six feet deep. This lasts between two-four weeks. The river is also used during 
the spring when ice dams on the Kuskokwim cause the river to rise. This usually lasts three to  
four weeks. Most of those interviewed are able to boat to the north of Three Step Mountain in 
Sec. 2 1 . T  6 N . .  R . 6 7  W . ,  SM 

January 23, 1997 
Ilarion J. Nicolai (757-6019) said he boats the Akulikutak just about every year for subsistence 
hunting and gathering wood He uses a 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower propeller motor. Ilarion 
said the best time to  boat the river is between the 20th of August to the beginning of September 
when the water is about 5'-6' deep. This high water lasts four to five weeks. His load normally 
includes one or two other people. food, sleeping bags. extra clothes and a drum of gas. He boats 
to just beyond Three Step Mountain. but once he went above the "Reindeer Corral" which is by 
Coral Creek in Sec. 2 6 . T  5 N..  R 66 W., or mile 48. During the summer months of June and 
Julv the river is about 1'-2' deep and 15' wide. He said David Michael of Kwethluk is very familiar 
with the Akulikutak bur he lives at tish camp year round and has no phone. 

'File in Native Allotments F16009. F17052. F15666 



John Andrew-Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge (1-800-621-5804) Bethel. John has a 
Native allotment within Sec. 4. T.  5 N .  R. 66W. About five years ago he went moose hunting and 
boated up t o  a locally known landmark. "Reindeer Corral" near Coral Creek which is in Sec. 26., 
T. 5N. R. 66W. The river was exceptionally high (3'-5' deep) after the rain in August. He 
believed it could stay this high for 2-4 weeks. John used a 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower 
Yamaha propeller motor. His load included another person, camping gear and 30-45 gallons o f  
gas. He believes during July when the rlver is about 1'-2' deep, one could reach about half way up 
the river. He said the Akulikutak is boatable up to Three Step Mountain for 2-4 weeks in the fall 
and 3-1 weeks after spring breakup 

January 28, 1997 
In another interview John  Andrew said before he owned an aluminum boat, he owned a 20' t o  
24' plywood boat with a 30 to 40-horsepower propeller motor He used this to hunt moose, 
caribou, and black bear in the fall. His load many times included two other people and camping 
gear for a week. High water conditions begin near the end of August and last several weeks. H e  
feels that one could use a boat carrying 1.000 pounds to mile 37 during spring. summer and fall. 
If there are sweepers, they use chain saws to remove them everp year. During July when the river 
gets as low as one foot, jet units go beyond Coral Creek. He said there is no guiding or 
commercial activity on this river 

February 20, I997 
Car l  Nose 757-6279 said that people can reach Three Step Mountain near mile 32 during the 
spring and fall when the river is about knee-high t o  waist-high deep. People could boat past 
Three Step Mountain bur only when the river is higher which lasts about two weeks. When he 
goes hunting, Carl uses a 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower Yamaha propeller motor. There are 
normally three people in the boat. camping gear and extra gas. They stay anywhere from one t o  
three davs. 

John  Owens (757-6216) BIA Realty Specialist was in the BLM State office in December 1996. 
He said the Akulikutak was boatable during high water periods past Three Step Mountain and 
during low water periods to just below Three Step mountain. He pointed on the map to the area 
just below the village selection in T 6 N .  R. 67 W.. o r  around mile 32. 

October I .  1996 
Nick N. Epchook 757-6498 the Manager of the Native Store sent in a questionnaire that states 
he last boated this river alier spring breakup during May 1996 for huntinglbirch hngus .  He 
reached just below Three Step Mountain with a 18' Lund Aluminum boat with a 50 horsepower 
Honda motor. He said during the "no rain season" in June and July the water drops down to 
about 3'-3'. He feels one can only use a canoe durins this time. 



Columbia Creek - mouth in Sec  7. T. 8 N.. R. 66 W., SM. Located 28 miles east of Bethel and 
flows northwesterly IS miles into the Kasigluk River. There is one Native Allotment located at its 
mouth and another two miles further. 

September 1996 
Yako Fisher Sr.- (907- 757-63 14 wk; 757-6223 home) - P 0. Box 27. Kwethluk AK 99621 heir 
to David Fisher's allotment located about two miles upstream Yako said he uses Columbia 
Creek in the spring during March to look for caribou by snow machine. 

October 9. 1996 
Joseph Guy - (907) 757-6827, President, Kwethluk IRA, said last fall he boated less than a mile 
on the Columbia to pick cranberries He used a 16'-18' LUND with a 30-40 Horsepower 
propeller motor. In August the creek is about two to three feet deep which lasts from three to 
four weeks For one month between June and July the creek is about one foot deep Overall, he 
believes that one could use a boat, canoe or raft on the creek carrying about 1,000 pounds for 
travel. trade and commerce for about 314 of a mile or less from the mouth. He felt after two miles 
it would be too shallow and narrow for a 21' boat to turn around. 

On December 5. 1996 
John Owen, BIA Realty Specialist. came into the Alaska State office. He said that during thk 
summer, one could go through Albert Olick's Native Allotment, but after that one would run into 
two or three beaver dams and it would be very shallow. 

January 17. 1997 
Frank Alfred (907) 757-6419 said he went hunting less than two miles upstream last September. 
He used a 18' Lund boat with a 40-Horsepower propeller motor and carried a load that included 
three people and camping gear for three days. It was about six feet wide at the mouth and there 
were beaver dams about a mile upstream but Frank said one could go over them. The creek is 

' 

about 3' deep during JuneIJuly and 2%-3' deep during Augusttbeginning of September. Low 
water occurs in late September until the beginning of winter or October. During that time he feels 
no one can use the creek. 

January 17, 1997 
In an interview by phone. John Owen (907)757-6216 said that last fall he went upstream about 
314 of a mile to hunt for moose and caribou. He used a 18' LUND with a 45 horsepower 
propeller motor. His load included two people and an extra 12 gallons of gas. He said the water 
was about five feet deep but that is always dependent on the rain. He said there was a lagoon at 
the mouth which narrowed to 10' wide. There was a beaver dam about 114 mile upstream but he 
went over the dam. High water occurs in April/May and AugustISeptember. Low water occurs 
June and July. 



Kushluk River - mouth in Sec 25 .  T S N.. R.  69 W.. S M  Local residents call this the 
Ill'ling'uth'tu'lik River or the S o n h  Fork of the Kwethluk. It is about 30 miles from Kwethluk 
and used to reach berry picking, hunting and trap-fishing grounds. The NASA aerials show it t o  
be about two chains wide for a mile from its mouth. There is one Native Allotment located near 
mile six. 

January 28. 1997 

John  Andrew-Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 1-800-621-5804, said he has frequently 
traveled up and down the Kushluk or more locally known as either 111'11ng'zcth ' I u  'lik. Birch 
Creek o r  the North Fork of the Kwethluk fiver.  He went caribou hunting in the fall of  1996 with 
a 18' Lund with a 45-HP Yarnaha propeller motor. His load was more than 1,000 pounds. Other 
local people also hunt, berry pick and fish in this area. He knew where Madrona Helmick's Native 
allotment was and said the river is boatable spring, summer and fall from the mouth to her 
allotment and beyond. 

February 3, 1997 
John  Owen (907)757-62 16. a B1.4 Realty Specialist in Kwethluk. said the river is open from 
spring to fall for boat travel He said they are able t o  carry loads of 1.000 pounds with no 
problem 1 asked him speciticallv ahout reaching Madrona Helmick's Native allotment and hd 
said people are boating bevond her allotment for berry picking, hunting and fishing. It is wide, 
deep and free of obstructions 

February l I ,  1997 
Phillip Guy (907) 757-6613. a Land Planner for Kwethluk, said that the river is called 
Ill'ling'uth'tu'lik which means "many birch trees" and the name Kushluk is a misnomer. The 
river is high in the spring during April and May because of ice dams on the Kuskokwim and high 
in the fall during August and September after the rainy season. He boated this area last fall 
around the middle of August to take his wife berry picking and t o  scout out hunting areas. He 
used his 18' Lund with a 30-HP propeller motor. He also owns a 15HP and 25HP motor which 
he mounts on his boat according to how deep the water is in the area he is planning to travel to. 
He said that the river is wide and deep up t o  S e c  3,  T. 7N., R 68 W., which is about four miles 
beyond Madronna's allotment. At this point. the river gets very narrow and shallow to where he 
had to tilt  the motor to keep going. He said, "sometimes it's not much wider than a boat and you 
have to find a wider spot to turn around " Impediments at this point include shallow water. 
underwater logs, beaver dams and fallen trees. Low water conditions occur during June and July. 

Anabranch  of Kwethluk River locallv known a s  "Net Creek" o r  "Kuviak'va'chal'vick." 
Approximately I3 ~niles long. its upstream mouth is located in Sec 17, T. 7N.. R.  68W. and its 
downstream mouth is located in Sec 5 .  T 8N.. R. 69 W : SM. Annie Alexie's Allotment. F- 
17052B straddles the creek near milt III in S e c  17. T .  7 N .  R 69 W . SM. 



September 17. 1997 
\+':~ssillie Evan in an in1en:iew at the Or-anized \'illage of Kwethluk office said he took three - 
people up the river in August 1997 with his 20' Aumaweld boat with a 45 horsepower propeller 
motor The river was 10'-15' deep and about 20' wide. He said this high water condition occurs 
during the spring and fall. During June and July the river is between 6'-8' deep. 

February 20. 1997 
Carl Nose (757-6279) said Kwethluk residents call this creek "Kuviak'ya'chal'vick" or Net 
Creek. Carl said the creek is navigable from spring to fall. He goes hunting every year for ducks, 
geese, swan, white fish, pike and grayling. He uses an 18' Lund with a 40 horsepower propeller 
motor. There are no obstructions however, there are some narrow portions 10-12' wide . The 
last time he boated the creek was in  May of 1996. There were three people in the boat plus extra 
gas, food, camping gear and lots of ammunition. The river is 6' deep or more. 

Frank Frank (hm 757-6920) said that the Kuviak'ya'chal'vick is open for boat traffic during the 
spring, summer and fall. He has used 16' and l8 ' .~unds  with a 40 horsepower motor to fish and 
hunt along this creek. He mentioned that it is a very narrow creek, 12' wide or more in places, 
but it is deep enough for boat traflic (about 4'-5' deep). Sometimes he cames over 1.000 pounds. 
One can enter the river from either side with no problem. 

A photograph in the historical site AA-010219 in See. I I ,  T. 7 N .  R. 69 W. SM. for 2.5 acres 
shows Okfirpaunlik emptying into a well defined and unobstructed "Net Creek " The name 
Okj+paunlik means "place of willow trees" and references the area rather than a specific place. 
  he investigation of this historical site revealed that this area was occupied in the late 1800s if not 
earlier. 

Left bank tributarv of a n  anabranch of Kwethluk River locally known as "Vieauthtalikn- 
Mouth in Sec. I?. T. 7 N. .  R. 69 W . ,  SM. This stream flows through two lakes before exiting 
into an anabranch of Kwethluk River. There are two Native allotments that straddle it wiihin one 
mile of it's mouth. The overtl i~ht in September 1997 revealed a very shallow effluent evidenced 
by the riffles across its mouth and grass growing adjacent to it.  

March 19, 1997 
John Owen, BLA Realty Specialist (907) 757-6216 said local residents know this area as 
Okfirpu~~t~lik and the stream is called "Vigauthtalik." One can reach this stream via Net River or 
"Ktrviak :va'chnl 'kick" which is an anabranch of the Kwethluk River. John boated to the lake in 
Sec. 25. T 7 N . .  R. 69 W of this township last spring with a 18' Lund with a 50 horse power 
motor His load was about 500 pounds. Within Annie Alexie's allotment is Section 12 of this 
township. he says this stream is about 30'-40' wide during the spring (May & June) and about 10'- 
15' deep. Because he only boats this area during the spring. Ile guesses during the summer 
inonths ~t'.luly to the beyinnins ot' August i t  is probably about 2'-5' deep. . h d  again in the fall it 



is probably 5'-10' deep. He thinks people could use the stream during the summer to get to their 
allotments including the furthest upstream. Henry Frank in Sec  19 T TN. R. 68W SM 

Martin Andrew a t  (907) 757-6216 has boated to Sec. 25, T. 7 N . .  R. 69 W. ofthis township 
with a 14' aluminum boat with a 25HP propeller motor during the spring (May). Hjs load 
included 150 pounds of camping gear tbr less than a week. He believed people who have 
allotments along this steam could get to them during high water which occurs in the spring and 
fall and also during high water conditions in the summer. High water lasts 2-2 112 weeks 

September 17, 1997 
Wassillie Evan came into the Kwethluk office while I was working with John Owen and said he 
boated this stream last month around the middle of August. He used a 20' aluminum welded 
tunnel boat with a 45 horsepower propeller motor. There were three people in the boat with no 
load. He said high water conditions are normally between April/May and AugustISeptember and 
last between one and two weeks. During this ti- it can get about 10'-15' deep. During June and 
July it is about 1'-2' deep. He didn't feel anyone could use it during low water. I asked him if he 
believed one can use a boat, canoe, raft on the creek carrying 1.000 pounds for travel trade and 
commerce and he said only during high water conditions. He commented that there is some grass 
in the water. One could use a canoe but with no load. 

On October 7. 1997 
Frank Nicori's (907-757-6088) questionnaire stated he was berry picking in this area last 
August with three other people in his 16' aluminum boat with a 40-horsepower propeller motor. 
He estimates the following water levels: April-frozen; May-10'; June 6'-7'. July 4'-5'; Augi~st 7'-8'; 
September 10' or less. There are no known impediments. He does not believe one can use a 
boat. canoe or raft on the stream carrying 1.000 pounds for travel, trade and commerce during the 
summer, but only during fall or spring high water conditions which last about a month. 

Left Bank Tributary or  "Old Kwethluk Rivern- mouth in Sec. 36. T. 6N.. R. 68W.. SM. It is 
about I0 miles to the Native Allotments of John Andrew (F19254A). Elizabeth Nicolai 
(Fl8289C). Anna Nicolai IF1 5926) and the Regional Selection 14(h)l AA10429. The aerials 
(CIR 60, Roll 10, Frame 290. July 1980 & CIR 60. roll 03 112, Frame 414, August 1982) show 
the river to be open to Section 24, T. SN., R. 68W.. SM. 

John Andrew who works for YDNWR (1-800-62 1 -5804), has an allotment in Sec. 24, T.5N., R. 
68 W.. SM. John said he does not use the Old Kwethluk River to reach his allotment to moose 
hunt in August because the river is too shallow (1'-2') and has too many sweepers and beaver 
dams He boats the Kwethluk River and walks a mile to his parcel. He describes the vegetation 
as spongy tundra which makes packing out 1.000-1200 pounds of moose very difficult. 



There is a 14(h)1 AA-10429, claim located between F19254A and F18289C. Oral accounts and 
cultural remains indicate this was a small year round settlement which began at an unknown date 
and ended in the early 1940s The report stated the area is now used seasonally by subsistence 
hunters. especially by former site residents and their descendants. 

Albert Nicolai (message through John Owen (907)757-6216) said the river is too sllallow and 
filled with beaver dams to boat in the spring and summer. His mother, Anna Nicolai, has an 
allotment on t h s  river. After the August rain, the river can get two feet deep, however, this only 
last about two-three weeks He uses a 16' Lund boat with 25 horsepower propeller motor. H e  
has seen others boat the river but they were using light boats with jet motors. When asked if he 
believed one can use a boat. canoe o r  raft on the creek carrying 1,000 pounds for travel trade and 
commerce. his response was. "One could use a small boat with about 300 pounds." 

January 28. 1997 
Anna Jacobson (907) 479-3482 said her nephew, Nick Epchuck Jr., took her and her husband up 
the Old Kwethluk last year during the end of ~ u n d l b e ~ i n n i n ~  o f  July to pick berries. She 
remembers they had to wait until the water was high enough. They used a 16' Lund aluminum 
boat with a 25-horsepower motor and their load included camping gear. She said because Nick 
was familiar with the channel, they were able to reach John Andrew's Native allotment, however, 
the river was very shallow, about 1-2' deep. She estimated the river to be about 20' wide. s h e  
remembered seeing a fish counting station there but when I interviewed others familiar with this 
river. they did not remember seeing a fish counting station. 

Rieht bank Tributarv of Kwethluk River - mouth in Sec. 8. T. SN., R. 67 W., SM. There is 
one Native Allotment that straddles it about a mile upstream. 

October 30, 1996 
Nick Epchuck, manager of the Native store and the son-in law 757-6220 said he went up to 
Balassia's allotment last summer to pick salmon berries. He said the creek could be used during 
early spring, June and between the end of August to the end o f  September. , H e  feels it is usable 
for 3-4 weeks in the spring and the fall. High water is about 3-4 feet. Low water is % - I' deep. 
One could go pan way in the summer 

October 3 I .  I996 
Ruth Nelson said when her parents lived up there all the time. they used to drift down the 
Kwethluk in a skin boat. She said her parents used to walk from the Kwethluk River to get to 
their parcel, Ruth said if the creek was usable, they would have used that. When I called her 
again on Xovember 29. 1996, Ruth affirmed her earlier statement that the allotment was 
accessible by camping along the Kwethluk and walking to her mother's native allotment. 



NAVIGABILITY REPORT: COLUMBIA CREEK in 
Native .4llotrnent AA-8966B 

Mouth in Sec. 7,  T. 8N., R. 66 W., SM 
Window 2029, Group Survey 284 

BACKGROUND INFORhlATION 

Local Name: Columbia Creek 

Nearest Settlement: Kwethluk 

Length of Water Body Flows northwest 18 miles to the Kasigluk River ' 

Watershed Unknown 

USGS Ouadranele(s) in selected area: Bethel C-5, C-6. D-6 

Aerial Photo ( s )  in selected ares Bethel CTR I .40. Roll 1 ,  Frame 35. 8120/87 

Was the water bodv Phoro 1.nterareted" Yes, July 1996 

Was a Field Re~ortlInterview Report created? An interview report was created on December 8, 
1997 ' A field trip report was wrmen on December 4. 1997 ' 

SUBMERGED LAND STATUS 

PHYSICAL CtlARACTERlSTlCS 

Township 

Tvpe of Water Body: Creek 

Vegetation Banks are wooded with spruce and willow and grass 

Section 

Water Body Bottom Characrer~st~cs Not available 

Mile Status and Remarks 



Discharqe Volume (max. ~nin. [mean) Xot available 

Gradient Negligible 

Channel Width (mile to mile: max. min. mean) Unknown 

Pool/Rifile: Unknown 

Source 

Joseph Guy 

IISES 
Co~nmercial (who. what. whv. when. where. howl: No commercial use. 
Historical: Unknown 

Direct Evidence (who, what. why. when. where. how): 

Bank to Bank Width 

approx 10' 

6' 

.A tield examination by alr otl September IS, 1997 revealed the stream to be very shallow and its 
mouth 2!3 blocked by brush and grass Gpstream. overgrown willows and b n ~ s h  lined the banks 
and a heaver dam \\as ~ i s ib le  

Mile 

2 

0 

In  the till o f  1996. Frank ,Alfred. the allottee's ?randson. hunted in this area with a 18' Lund boat 



mounted with a 40-horsepower propeller lnotor His load included three people and their 
campmg 2ear 

John Owen, a BIA Realty Specialist boated about 314 mile upstream last fall to hunt for moose 
and caribou with two other people. He used an 18' Lund with a 45-horsepower propeller motor. 

Joseph Guy said between June and July the creek is about one foot deep, however, the stream can 
get as high as 2-3 feet after the spring breakup and fall rain. These high water conditions can last 
between 3-4 weeks Last fall, Joseph boated about 314 miles upstream t o  pick cranberries with a 
16'-18' Lund with a 30-40 Horsepower propeller motor He felt after two miles it would be too 
shallow and narrow for a 2 I '  boat to turn around He has seen Phillip Guy, James Guy and Moses 
Nicolai boat this water body 

Indirect Evidence. 

A Native allotment for David Fisher F-17209A straddles the stream about two  miles from the 
mouth Yako Fisher Sr.. an heir to the allotment, said he does not use the Columbia Creek to 
access this parcel. He only uses i t  in the spring when he goes caribou hunting by snow machine 

Public Ooinion (susceotibility to use1 

Rhonda Revnolds. BLM photointerpreter reviewed the aerials. Bethel CIR 1.40. Roll I ,  Frame 
35. 8120187 and started that Columbia Creek is open. unobstructed and has water through the 
Native allotment located at the mouth. 

CONCLUSION (Gulkana k v e r  Standard) 
(at least three facts should suppon conclusion) 

Navigable (exolain): 
I find the Columbia Creek non-navigable within Albert Olick's Native Allotment AA-8966B in - 
Set. 7. T .  8N. R 66 W.. SM The allottee's grandson, Frank Alfred, and several Kwethluk 
residents are able to boat Columbia Creek for a limited time only, two weeks at the most. The 
tield examination by air on Seprembsr 15. 1997 revealed the mouth t o  be blocked by a large mass 
of brush and grass Upstream the banks mere lined with overgrown willows and brush and a 
beaver dam was visible 

Report Prepared By ,  Date: 



NOTES 

I.Donald J .  Orth, Dictionarv of Alaska Placenames, U.S. Geological Survey Professional 
Paper 567. Washington D.C.:  GPO 1967. p. 231 

2.Laura Lagstrom, Interview Report. Memorandum to the File FF-14883-A Kwethluk 
Incorporated (75.4), December 8, 1997. 7pp. 

3.Laura Lagstrom, Field Repon. Memorandum to the File FF-14883-4 Kwethhk 
Incorporated (75.4)- December 4, 1997, 14pp. 
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Memorandum 

Bethel -GS-FY98 
Baird Inlet -GS-FY98 
FF-14883 (75 4) 
FF-14824 (75.4) 
FF-014838 (75.4) 
FF-14901 (75.4) 
FF-14902 (75.4) 
FF-14916 (75.4)' 

JAN 1 3 1998 

To: Chief, Branch of Survey Preparation and Policy Interpretation (AK925) 

From: Chief, Branch of Mapping and Science (AK924) 

Subject: Navigability Review for Waters in Window 2029 Bethel (Group 284) Pan 1 

This memorandum identifies navigable waters on public lands selected under the Alaska . 
Statehood Act, Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, and the Native Allotment Act. This 
memorandum does not consider the navigability of water bodies on the following Interim 
Conveyances: 142, 213, 6 10, 616. 633 and 675. By letter dated September 21, 1990, the Calista 
Corporation informed the BLM that no new navigability redeterminations be made on previously 
conveyed lands within the Calista Region. 

Survey window 2029 consists of 238 inholdings located in 48 townships. T o  allow for a 
manageable survey project. the window was divided into a two-year project. Pan I. known as the 
east half consisting of 1 14 selections is scheduled for survey in 1998 and Part 11. known as the 
west half consisting of 124 selections is scheduled for survey in 1999. This report covers Part I. 

The BLM-Alaska's navigability criteria are based upon federal title navigability law. In a March 
16, 1976. memorandum. Hugh Garner. Associate Solicitor, summarized the law for the purpose 
of administering the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. In general. BLM considers "ontidal 
water bodies navigable if, at the time of statehood. they were suitable for travel, trade, and 
commerce. Additionally. in a December 13, 1989 Ninth Circuit Court decision. the court found 
that watercraft customary at statehood included boats with aload capacity of about 1.000 
pounds The court further held that the contemporary guided fishing and sightseeing activity on 
the Gulkana River was commerce and that watercraft customary at statehood "could have at least 
supponed.' this commercial activitv 

The window lies within the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge created in 1980 The following 
paragraphs discuss the statu, of  s r~era l  water bodies within this window 



An unnamed stream locally known as Lomavik River was determined navigable in amended 
navigability determinations dated 101 14/82 and 10/22/82. The supporting historical 
documentation dated 7/16/82 refers to  David Maxie's landing site in Sec. 26, T. 7 N., R. 71 W., 
Seward Meridian as the furthest extent of navigability. Based on the supporting documentation, I 
affirm the determinations from 1982 that this unnamed stream be determined navigable through 
the Native Allotment selection for F- 15666 in Sec. 33,  T. 7 N., R. 72 W., Seward Meridian. 

The Kasigluk River has been meandered (tidal) through Tps. 8-9N., Rs. 66 & 67 W., SM., (IC 
:610); and an unnamed stream in T. 5N.. R. 72 W., SM., (IC633). Bethel Swampy Lake, 
previously exclude* IC142, was determined non-navigable. (See navigability report 3/26/83 
Bethel Quad File) - 

Tidal water bodiemaaes fifty acres or more in size, and rivers averaging 198 feet or more in 
width are not described because, regardless of their navigability status, these water bodies are 
meandered on the survey plat. The slough with its mouth in Sec. 24, T. 7N.. R. 72W.. SM that 
flows through Native Allotment F-16827 is tidal and therefore. falls in this category. Only 
streams three chains or less in width and lakes fifty acres or less in size are included in Appendix I. 

.4ttachments (2): 
1 .  Appendix ( 1  pp) 
2. Maps (4 PP) 

CC' 

Jim Culbertson 
State of Alaska DNR 
Navigability Unit 
3601 C Street, Suite 980 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-5936 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Realty Services Section 
3601 C Street. Suite 960 
.Anchorage. Alaska Q9503-iO36 



Robin Willis 
State of Alaska. Dept. F&G 
Habitat Division 
333 Raspberry Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18 

Matthew Nicolai, President 
Calista Corporation 
60 1 W. 5th Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 1-2225 

Nick Ayapan. President, CEO 
Kwethluk Incorporated 
P.O. Box 109 
Kwethluk. Alaska 9962 1 

John Owen, Realty Specialist 
Kwethluk IRA 
P O .  Box 127 
Kwethluk, AK 9962 1 

Sammy G. Jackson, Executive Director 
Akiak Native Community 
P 0 .  Box 52127 
Akiak. Alaska 99552 

Mary Pavil. Executive Director 
Orutsaratmuit Native Council (ONC) 
P 0 Box 137 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Myron Naneng. President 
Association of Village Council Presidents (.-iVCP) 
P O . B o x 2 1 9  
Bethel. Alaska 99559 

Chief. Branch of Field Surveys (97-1) 
Chief. Survev Data Research Section (926) 
Chief, Mapping Section (924)  
Chief, GCDB Project Section (926) 
.LNCSA (962) 
.Anchoraye District OtTice (040) 



Appendix I 
Navigable Waters in Window 2029 (Group Survey 258) by Township in Native Allotments and 

on Selected Lands 

Seward Meridian 
Tos 5 -8 N.. R 66 W. 
None in selection. 

Tps. 5-8 N.. R. 67 W. 
None in selection. 

TDS. 5-6 N.. R. 68 W. 
None in selection. 

T. 7 N., R. 68 W. 
Akulikutak River within village selection F-14883. 

T 8 N . R . 6 8 W .  
Kushluk River within Native allotment F- 16009 

TDS. 5-6 N., R. 69 W. 
None in selection. 

T. 7 N.. R. 69 W. 
Anabranch of the Kwethluk River. local name "Net Creek" within Native allotment F-17052B. 

T 8 N. R. 69 W. 
None in selection 

Tos. 5-8N.. R. 70 W. 
None in selection. 

Tos. 5-8 N.. R. 71 W. 
None in selection 

Tps. -5-6 N..  R. 72 W. 
None in selection. 

T 7 ~ .  R. 72 W. 
Unnamed Stream locally known as Lomavik River within Native Allotment F15666. 
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

DIVISION OF LAND 

June 3, 1998 

Gust C. Panos, Chief 
Branch of Mapping Sciences 
Bureau of Land Management 
Alaska State Office 
222 W. 7th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, AK 995 13-7599 

RE: Survey Window 2700 

Dear Mr. Panos: 

360 1 C STREET. SUITE 1122 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503-5947 
PHONE: 19071 269-8503 

Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 18 

We have reviewed the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) memorandum, dated November 7, 
1997, containing navigability recommendations for waters on selected lands within the Yukon 
Delta National Wildlife Refuge. The Survey Window encompasses 24 townships and is 
composed of 37 Native Allotments and one state selection. We agree with BLM that the 
Tuluksak River is navigable based on previous findings and that the Kasigluk River is 
meanderable through T.s 8 & 9 N., R.s 66 & 67 W., S. M. because it is tidally influenced. We 
also agree that the Kasigluk is navigable through T. 8 N., R. 65 & 66 W., S.M. However, the 
state asserts that the Kisaralik River, along with its streams and sloughs, is navigable in its 
entirety from Kisaralik Lake to the mouth, and thus should be meandered from the survey. 

The Kisaralik River varies from two to three chains wide, has an average gradient of 16 Wmile, 
is less than 250 feet wide, and is 110 miles long. Its d,epth varies from 10 inches to four feet. . . 

Within the window, the river is braided and has many intermittent streams. 1t is accessible by 
motor boat from the mouth to the upper falls and the entire length can be floated in a kayak, 
cano~e, or inflatable raft. Of the six allotments included in the survey window that need 
navigability recommendations one of the allotments (F-15903) straddlesthe Kisaralik. The hher 
five straddle the KasiglukRiver. 

Fifteen miles of the Kisaralik riverbed was interim conveyed to Kokarmiut in 1982. Despite this 
conveyance the state believes that the entire Kisaralik River was navigable at statehood and thus 
is state owned. Documentation shows many generations relying on the system for  subsistence^ 
and recreation to supply economic support to the com&unities. Hunters, fishermen, and trappers 
have used the river for many years. It is also used for hiking, photography, power boating, 
'wildlife viewing, camping, and canoe or kayak trips. There are several accounts and pictures of 
float trips and excursions accessing the river from different put-in and rafting down the 
river from Kisaralik Lake. In the state's comments on the Draft Management Plan and 



Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Kisaralik River, it is noted that in July of '1 995 
seventeen groups floated the river in a six-week period. In 1996, thirty groups were contacted on 
the lake from June through September. On the Kisaralik, sport fishing is associated with floating 
the river according to the Wild and Scenic River study done by the National Park Service in 
1984. The Park Service also stated that the Kisaralik "offers outstanding opporhmities for 
kayaking and rafting". There &e three falls that require portaging, each of which has well 
established trails. 

On page 9 of the draft EA mentioned above, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service acknowledges 
that the state owns the lands adjacent to Kisaralik Lake and the upper eight miles as well as the 
lands under the river and lake. 

Documentation also shows the use of the Kisaralik's sloughs and feeder streams as access routes 
to other drainages and harvest areas. In Alaska's Kuskokwim River Regzon: A History by C. 
Michael Brown, BLM, 1983 descriptions of boat usage on a majority of the streams, rivers, and 
lakes in the area support navigability findings of those waters within the survey window. Along 
with the Kisaralik, the same reference suggests that Quartz Creek, Nukluk Creek, Fog River, 
Kasigluk River, and the Little Kasigluk River are also susceptible to use based on the current 
standards of navigability. 

The most common means of access on the Kisaralik River is by riverboat; the lower portion of 
the river receives a lot of use fiom local residents whereas recreational floaters use the upper 
portion of the river. A jet boat has been recorded as reaching the upper falls according to the 
Park Service. In the wintertime, the river corridor is used as a route for subsistence activities. 

The Department of the Interior's policy for determining ownership of submerged lands was set 
forth in the March 16, 1976 memorandum of Associate Solicitor Hugh C. Garner and was' 
modifid by the Ninth Circuit Court decision Alaska v. Ahtna, Inc., 891 F2d 1401 (9th ~ i r .  
1989). Based on the Ninth Circuit Cou* findings, all of the waters referenced above that fall 
within Survey Window 2700 are navigable based on their susceptibility of use by a bbat of a 
thousand pounds (BLM own test for navigability). Moreover, they were suitable for travel, trade, 
and commerce at statehood and continue to be so today. 

The Gamer memorandum recognizes that under T h e t e s t ,  navigability is not 
destroyed because a river may not be navigable at all seasons of the year, nor because there are 
natural obstructions. Travel on the Kisaralik River and its sloughs occur at normal water stages 
during ice-free seasons. In addition, state ownership of a water navigable at statehood is not 
negated by seasonal variations in water conditions. The bed remains in state ownership. 

In conclusion, based on the given information and after reviewing those allotments that were of 
concern to BLM (F17062, F16917, F16013, F17018, F15903, F17100), the state asserts that the 
waters flowing through the above parcels fall within the federal guidelines of navigability and the 
submerged lands should be meandered during this survey and any future surveys in thls area. 



We appreciate your attentlon to the state's request to evaluate these waters consistent wlth your 
policy. If you would like to discuss our position or need additional information, please contact 
Kamie Simmons at 267-2242. 

pzii+zf 
Director 

cc: Jim Culbertson, DL 
Bill Brown,DL 
Terry Peterson,DL 
Joanne Grace, DOL 
Tina Cunning, ADF&G 
Kokarmiut Corporation 
Calista Corporation 
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June 3, 1998 

Gust C. Panos, Chief 
Branch of Mapping Sciences 
Bureau of Land Management 
Alaska State Office 
222 W.7th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, AK 995 13-7599 

3601 CSTREET. SUITE 1122 
ANCHORAGE, AUSKA 99503-5947 
PHONE: (907) 269-8503 
FAX: ((907) 269.8904 

Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 19 

RE: Survey Widow 2029 /IC's 142,213,610,633, and 675 

Dear Mr. Panos: 

We have reviewed your memorandum, dated January 13, 1998, for Survey Window 2029, 
identifying navigable waters on public lands selected under ANCSA. It does not address waters 
within already conveyed lands. Survey Window 2029 is described as consisting of 238 
inholdings located in 48 townships within the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge. The state 

- 

would like to offer the following comments to be considered before survey. 

First, the state agrees that the Kasigluk River and an unnamed stream in T. 5 N., R. 72 W., S. M. 
are meanderable. The state also agrees that ik River is navigable along with the Kasigluk, 
Akulikutak, and Kushluk rivers and Net Cre 

Next, BLM stated that they were not considering the navigability of waterbodies associated with 
Native allotments that were encompassed by land previously conveyed by Interim Conveyances 
142,213,610,633, and 675. This was in response to Calista Corporation's request that no 
navigability redeterminations be made on previously conveyed lands within the Calista region. 
Regardless of Calista Corporation's request, the BLM is required to review navigability based on 
the current applicable standards. At a minimum, waters adjacent to or crossing selected 
allotments within this survey window should be evaluated consistent with the Department of the 
Interior's policy summarized in the March 16, 1976 memorandum from Associate Solicitor Hugh 
C. Gamer, as well as the Ninth Circuit Court decision Alaska v. Ahtna, Inc., 891 F.2d 1401 (9th 
Cir. 1989). The allotments that have been selected in this area remain in federal ownership until 
conveyed to the individual allotee. They do not constitute previously conveyed lands. The state 
suggests that BLM invite Calista Corporation to reconsider their request in light of the fact that 



BLM is required to review navigability on these allotments before conveying them into private 
ownership. 

The state has examined the information BLM provided in conjunction with the appropriate 
Master Title Plats and the U.S.G.S quadrangle maps. In general we found that it was almost 
impossible for the state to verify the allotment locations in relation to surrounding waters without 
reviewing individual aerial photographs. Because we have not reviewed the aerial photographs 
we may have inadvertently excluded an allotment from our review. However, based on available 
information, the state asserts that most of the waters in this region are continually used as an 
integral part of the communities transportation system, meet the standard of susceptibility as a 
highway of commerce and, consequently, should be meandered from any allotment survey. 

The obviously navigable waters within this survey window are the Akulikutak, Kwethluk, and 
Kushluk rivers as well as Kuskokuak Slough. In addition to these rivers there are hundreds of 
tributaries and lakes that are susceptible to navigation. Numerous allotments within the survey 
window are located on or near each of these rivers. (See attached table) 

The Kuskokwim drainage is the second largest watershed in the state. Draining the slopes of the 
Alaska Range and the Kuskokwim Mountains, the main channel flows 680 miles to the Bering 
Sea south of the Yukon River. The Kuskokwim River and its interconnecting sloughs have been 
used for thousands of years for travel, subsistence, hunting and fishing. According to the Yukon 
Delta Refuge Final Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
acknowledges the state's ownership of navigable water within the refuge. In the CCP, the 
U.S.F.W.S. acknowledged that the Kasigluk, Kuskowim, and the Tuluksak rivers are na*gable.. 

Occupation of the Yukon Delta has been dated back to 7000 BC. Five to six groups of Yupik- 
speaking Eskimos lived in this area. Transportation among the groups was provided in open 
water seasons by both open skinboats and kayaks. Today, during the summer season boats are 
used on all the major rivers in the refuge. The most important use of these rivers is for travel. 
The lack of a road system within the refuge makes the locals even more dependent on the 
waterways to transport food and supplies. Locals use the rivers for hunting, fishing, subsistence, 
and travel to fish camps, allotments, and between communities. All types of boats are used 
including riverboats, canoes, and other small watercraft. The Kuskokwim, Kwethluk, and 
Kasigluk rivers are the most heavily used for commercial purposes, subsistence, and recreation. 
The Kwethluk, Kisaralik, and Andreafsky Rivers are the primary rivers used by non-local sport 
anglers. The Akulikutak and the Kushluk rivers are tributaries of the Kwethluk River. They also 
receive documented boat use. 

In conclusion, based on the information gathered, both locals and non-locals use all the rivers 
previously mentioned for a variety of activities which clearly demonstrates their susceptibility to 
use as a highway of commerce. Travel on these waterways is vital to the survival of the 
communities. All the waterways noted for this survey window meet the minimum BLM 
standards for navigability and should therefore, be meandered from the survey. 



We appreciate your attention to the state's request to evaluate these waters consistent with your 
policy. If you would like to discuss our position or need additional information, please contact 
Kamie Simmons by phone at 267-2242. 

Sincerely, 

Director 

cc: Jim Culbertson, DL 
Bill Brown, DL 
Terry Petterson, DL 
Joanne Grace, DOL 
T i  Cunning, ADF&G 
Robin Willis, ADF&G 
Calista Regional Corporation 
Kokarmuit Corporation 
Oscarville Native Corporation 
Bethel Native Corporation 
Napakiak Corporation 
Napaskiak Corporation 
Kwethluk Incorporated 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Alaska Statc Offke 

222 W. 7th  venue, #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513.7599 

Jane Angvlk, Director JUN 2 5 1998 

Dwsion of Land 
Kasigluk River 

Department of Natura! Resources Interim Summary Report 

State of Alaska Attachment 20 

3601 C Street, Suite 1122 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-5947 

,,--., 
Re: Survey windo& 2704 Alaska 

Dear Ms Anvik 

In reply to your letter dated June 3, 1998, concerning segregation of water bodies within or adjacent to 
six Native Allotments, we have reviewed your comments to our navigability report dated November 7, 
1997. The report stands as written. The report is consistent in all regards with existing Bureau policy 
and directives. The report shows waters crossing five of these allotments to be navigable (F17062, 
F16917, F16013, ~17018 ,  F17100 - Appendix 1). Theremaining Allotment (F1.5903) will be 
surveyed based on the criteria in the Manual of Instructiw for the Survey of the Public Lands. 1973 
(198 foot width). 

' .I .. , 
Gust Panos, Chief 
Branch of Mapping Sciences 

cc. Jim Culbertson, DL 
B~ll Brown, DL 
Terry Peterson, DL 
Joanne Grace, DOL 
Tina Cunning, ADF&G 
Kokarmiut Corporation 
Calista Corporat~on 
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TAKE PRIDE?' 
222 West Seventh Avenue, #I3 INAMERlCA 
Anchorane. Alaska 99513-7599 

Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 21 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
301 Calista Court, Suite A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-3028 

Kokannuit Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
P.O. Box 195 
Akiak, Alaska 99552-9999 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 

F-14824-EE (75.04) 
F-14824-A (2651) 
F-14824-A2 (265 1) 
CAA-9 
(961) drbtjak 

OCTOBER 0 3 2DDS 

NOTICE 

F-14824-A, F-14824-A2 
Village Selection Applications 

-. 

Sandra J. Singer, Realty Services Section 
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1050A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 

Notice of Pro~osed Easements and Request for 
Easement Nominations for Lands Selected and will be Conveved to 

Kokarmuit Corporation for the Village of Akiak 

Pursuant to Departmental Regulation 43 CFR 2650-4.7, notice is hereby provided of public 
easements identified on lands selected by Kokarrnuit Corporation for the Native village of Akiak. 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is also requesting easement nominations pursuant to 
Sec. 17@) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) for the lands described below. 



Subject to valid existing rights, the following lands, selected under 12(a) and 12(b) of ANCSA 
will be conveyed in the near future to Kokarmuit Corporation for the Native village of Akiak. 
The lands described below are only a portion of the total selected lands which are shown on the 
easement maps. 

Seward Meridian 

T. 8 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 22.23 and 24. 

T. 9 N., R. 65 W. 
Sec. 19; 
Secs. 25,26,27 and 28; 
Secs. 33,34,35 and 36. 

T. 9 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 1,2,  3, 1 1 ,  12, 13, 14,23 and 24. 

T. 10 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 3, 10, 15,22,27 and 34. 

T. 11 N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 14 and 15; 
Secs. 22,23,26,27,34 and 35 

T. 11 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 12. 

MAJOR WATERWAYS: 

The Kasigluk River has been determined to be a major waterbody. 

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: 

There are no Sec. 17(b) easements recommended. 

EASEMENT MAPS: 

The easement maps reflect the current status of easements. Only those easements recommended 
for inclusion in the conveyance document are shown on the easement maps. Please recommend 
easements you believe should be reserved in the conveyance document by drawing them on the 
enclosed map and completing the enclosed justification statement form. 

This notice does not cover granted rights-of-way of record. 



Wrinen comments and recommendations must be filed with the Deputy State Director of 
Conveyance Management, Alaska State Office, 222 W. 7Ih Avenue, Box 13, Anchorage, Alaska 
995 13, Attention: Denny Benson, no later than January 6, 2006. 

Your recommendations should identify the serial number of the application. If you have any 
questions, please contact Denny Benson at 1-907-27 1-661 4 or locally at 27 1-6614. 

Denny Benson 
Easement Coordinator 

3 Anachrnents: 
1 - Easement and Navigability Legend 
2 -Justification Statement Form 
3 - Easement Quads: Bethel D-5, D-6 

Russian Mission A-6, A-7 

Copy furnished to: (w/attachments) 

State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Division of Sport Fish 
Attn: Robin Willis 
333 Raspbeny Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18-1 599 

U S .  Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Realty, Mail Stop 21 1 
Chief, Branch of Operations 
101 1 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Anchorage Field Manager (040) 

Easement Reading File (961) 



1 
DATE 

JUSTIFICATION STATEMENT FOR PUBLIC USE RECObWNDATION 

LOCAL NAME 

MAP REFERENCE 

SELECTION AREA 

LOCATION 

AREAJEASPIENT 

Type: - E x i s t i n g  - T r a i l  - Water A c c e s s  - 
- P r o p o s e d  - Road - S h o r e l i n e  A c c e s s  - 

A i r s t r i p  - O t h e r  ( I d e n t i f y )  - 
P u b l i c  Use Area  - 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION Width  - L e n g t h  A r e a  

USES - PAST 

PRESENT 

TERM 

ATTACHED DOCUMENTATION 

SUMMARY OF JUSTIFICATION (attach a d d i t i o n a l  s h e e t s  i f  n e c e s s a r y )  





United States Department of the Interior e-4 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Alaska State Office 
-w 

TAKE P R I D e  

222 West Seventh Avenue, #I3 INAMERlCA 

Anchorage, Alaska 995 13-7599 
http://www.ak.blm.gov 

F-14824-A (265 1) 
(962) ldlcag 

OCTOBER 0 4 2005 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

I -- 

I 
Kokannuit Corporation 
Am: Land Department 
P.O. Box 195 
Akiak, Alaska 99552-9999 

Kasigluk River 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 22 

Calista Corporation 
301 Calista Court, Suite A 
Anchorage, Alaska 9951 8-3028 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

We are pleased to send you copies of the enclosed corrected conveyance documents. 

The originals have been sent to the State Recorder's Office and will be sent to you upon 
recordation (see enclosed copy of Recordation letter). 

As a result of the corrected conveyances, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is crediting 
compensatory acreage to Kokarmuit Corporation's remaining land entitlement in the amount of 
52 1.87 acres. 

Thank you for helping to expedite the land transfer program by participating in the conveyance 
correction process. 

Sincerely, 

Krissell Crandall 
Chief, Branch of Adjudication I 



Enclosures: 
Corrected Interim Conveyances-(2) 
Letter to Recorder's O f f i c d l )  

Copy (with Corrected Interim Conveyance documents) furnished to: 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Attn: Ron Hunt, Native Allotment Coordinator 
3601 C Street, Suite 1100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-5947 

Association of Village Council Presidents, Inc. 
P.O. Box 219 
Bethel, Alaska 99559-0219 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Realty, Mail Stop 21 1 
Chief, Branch of Operations 
101 1 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
P. 0. Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Sandra J. Singer, Realty Services Section 
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite lO5OA 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 

State of Alaska 
Department of Commerce, 
Community and Economic Development 

Division of Community Advocacy 
ATTN: Keith Jost 
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1770 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3510 



State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Division of Sport Fish 
ATTN: Robin Willis 
333 Raspbeny Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18-1 599 

State of Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
ATTN: Chief, Right-of-way Branch 
Central Region 
41 1 1 Aviation Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502-1058 

Department of Homeland Security 
United States Coast Guard 
Commander (s) 
MLC Pacific 
1301 Clay Street, Suite 700N 
Oakland, California 94612-5203 

FM-AK (040) 

Deputy Chief, Branch of Adjudication I (963) 

ANCSA Acreage Control (961) 

Escrow (961) 



Corrected Zntetim Conveyance 

Tbis document c- Intcrim Conveyance No. 610. dated December 29.1982. recorded in Book 69 
beginning at page 652, Bcthcl Recording Die and issued by the UMTED STATES, Dcplrtmcnt of 
the Interior, Bureau of Land Managemmt. 222 West Seventh Avenue, #13. Anchorage, Alaska 
99513-7599, as GRANTOR, to K o M t  Corporation, P.O. Box 195, Ahrk, Alaska 99552-9999, as 
GRANTEE, for lands in the Bethel Recording District. 

WHEREAS 

Kokarmuit Corporation 

is entitled to receive a corrected interim conveyance pursuant to Sec. 18 (d) of the 
AlaskaNative Claims Settlement Act of December 18.1971, as amended by Sec. 301 
of the Alaska Land Transfer Acceleration Act of December 10,2004. 
43 U.S.C. 1617(d). This corrected interim conveyance is issued for the limited 
purpose of excl&ng the Native allotment  panel^ listed below h m  the lands 
transferred by Interim Conveyance No. 610. The parcels to be excluded were 
segregated &m the conveyed lands by survey. 

- 

Serial No. Applicant Name Legal Description 

AA-57389 Marguerite Japhet Lot 2, U S .  Survey 10219 
F-16129 D Oscar N. Anvil US. Survey 1 1739 
F-17062 B James Guy, Sr. Lot 1 ,  U.S. Survey 12296 
F-17101 Wilson Nicolai Lots 1,2  and 3, U.S. Survey 12438 
F-025284 Gilila Wassilie U.S. Survey 12944 

Interim Conveyance No. IBZL Page 1 of 3 



THEREFORE, Interim Conveyance No. 61 0 is corrected in part to read: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

T. 8 N., R. 66 W., 
Sec. 5, excluding U.S. S w e y  11739; 
Sec. 13, excluding U.S. Survey 12438 and 
U.S. Survey 12296. 

T. 9 N., R. 66 W., 
Sec. 19, exc1udiigU.S. Survey 6181, US.  S w e y  10219 and 
those lands formerly within Native allotment F-025251; 
Sec. 20, excluding U.S. Survey 6181 and U.S. Survey 10219; 
Sec. 29, exc1udingU.S. Survey 6180. US. Survey 10219 and 
those lands formerly within Native allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 30, exc1udiigU.S. Survey 10219 and those lands 
formerly within Native allotment F-02525 1; 
Sec. 36, excluding U.S. Survey 10220 and 
U.S. Survey 11739. 

T. 9N., R. 68 W., 
Secs. 10 and 11, excluding US. S w e y  5533 and 
U.S. Survey 12944; 
Sec. 14, excluding U.S. Survey 10270 and 
U.S. Survey 12944; 
Sec. 15, excluding US. Survey 6152, U.S. Survey 10270 and 
U.S. S w e y  12944. 

This correction affects only the above-listed sections. The remainder of Interim 
Conveyance No. 610 remains unchanged and in full force and effect. 

Interim Conveyance No. 1935 Page 2 of 3 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned authorized officer of the 
Bureau of Land Management has, in the name of the UNITED STA S set her hand 

a1 of the Bureau to be hereunto affixed on this 
,2005, in Anchorage, Alaska. 

4% day of 

. . ~~ . . ~~ .- . . UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Krissell Crandall 
Chief, Branch of Adjudication I 

Return Recorded Document to: 

Kokarmuit Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
P.O. Box 195 
Akiak, Alaska 99552-9999 

Interim Conveyance NO. lr9.3.L Page 3 of 3 



%niieh %f utee af America 

This document corrects Interim Conveyance No. 61 1, dated December 29, 1982, recorded in Book 33 
beginning at page 972, Bethel Recording District, and is issued by the UNITED STATES, Department 
of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, 222 West Seventh Avenue, #13, Anchorage, Alaska 
99513-7599, as GRANTOR, to Calista Corporation, 301 Calista Court, Suite A, Anchorage, Alaska 
99518-3028, as GRANTEE, for lands in the Bethel Recording District. 

WHEREAS 

Calista Corporation 

is entitled to receive a corrected interim conveyance pursuant to Sec. 18 (d) of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971, as amended bv Sec. 301 
of the Alaska Land Transfer Acceleration Act of December 10,2004,  
43 U.S.C. 1617(d). This corrected interim conveyance is issued for the limited 
purpose of excluding the Native allotment parcels listed below ftom the lands 
transferred by Interim Conveyance No. 61 1. The parcels to be excluded were 
segregated from the conveyed lands by survey. 

Serial No. Applicant Name Legal Description 

AA-57389 Marguerite Japhet Lot 2, U S .  Survey 10219 
F-16129 D Oscar N. Anvil US. Survey 11739 
F-17062 B James Guy, Sr. Lot 1, U.S. Survey 12296 
F-17101 Wilson Nicolai Lot 1 , 2  and 3, U.S. S w e y  12438 
F-025284 Gilila Wassllie U.S. Survey 12944 

Intenm Conveyance No. 1936 Page 1 of 3 



THEREFORE, Interim Conveyance No. 61 1 is corrected in part to read: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

T. 8 N., R. 66 W., 
Sec. 5, excluding U.S. Survey 11 739; 
Sec. 13, excluding US .  Survey 12438 and 
U.S. Survey 12296. 

T. 9 N., R. 66 W., 
Sec. 19, excluding US.  Survey 6181, U.S. Survey 10219 and 
those lands formerly within Native allotment F-025251; 
Sec. 20, excluding U.S. Survey 6181 and U.S. Survey 10219; 
Sec. 29, exc1udingU.S. Survey 6180, U.S. Survey 10219 and 
those lands formerly within Native allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 30, excluding U.S. Survey 10219 and those lands 
formerly within Native allotment F-025251; 
Sec. 36, excluding US. S w e y  10220 and 
U.S. Survey 11739. 

T. 9 N., R. 68 W., 
Secs. 10 and 11, excluding U.S. Survey 5533 and 
U.S. Survey 12944; 
Sec. 14, excluding U.S. Survey 10270 and 
U.S. Survey 12944; 
Sec. 15, excluding U.S. Survey 6152, U.S. Survey 10270 and 
U.S. Survey 12944. 

This correction affects only the above-listed sections. The remainder of Interim 
Conveyance No. 61 1 remains unchanged and in full force and effect. 

interim Conveyance NO. -L%U Page 2 of 3 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned authorized officer of the 
Bureau of Land Management has, in the name of the UNITED STA S set her hand 

seal of the Bureau to be hereunto affixed on this 
,2005, in Anchorage, Alaska. 

& day of 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Krissell Crandall 
Chief, Branch of Adjudication I 

Return Recorded Document to: 

Calista Corporation 
301 Calista Court, Suite A 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18-3028 

Interimconveyance No. 1936 Page 3 of 3 



INTERIM CONVEYANCE 

Kokarmuit Corporation 

is entitled to a conveyance pursuant to Secs. 14(a) and 22(j) of 
the Alaska Native Clainu Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 
(43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(a), 1621(j) (Supp. IV, 1980)) of the sur- 
face estate in the following de8cribed lands: 

U.S. Survey NO. 2243, Alaska, situated at the Native village 
of Akiak, on the right bank of the Kuskokvim River, excluding 
U.S. Survey No. 5068, ToWmite of Akiak, Ala8ka. 

Containing approximately 1,189 acrea'i 

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyedl 

T. 9 N., R. 65 W. 
Sec. 29; 
sec. 30, excludino Native allotment F-18140: - 
Sets. 31 and 32. 

Containing approximately 2,516 acres. 

T. 8 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 1 to 6, inclusive; 
sac. 7, excluding Native allotment. M-8966 Parcel B and 

F-17063 Parcel A; 
Secs. 8 to 17, inclusive; 
Sec. 18, excluding Native allotment F-17209 Parcel A. 

Containing approximately 11,320 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 66 W. 
Sec. 4, excluding Native allotments F-15906 and F-17077; 
sac. 5, excluding Native allotment F-17077; 
Sec. 6; 
Sec. 7, excluding Native allotment F-17082; 
SeC. 8. excluding Native allotment F-17077; 
Sec. 9.  excluding Native allotment8 F-033569. F-15906. 

and F-17077; 
Secs. 10 and 15; 
sec. 16. excluding Native allotment F-033569: 
Sec. 17, excluding Native allotment F-17081: 
Sec. 18. excluding Native allotments F-17081 and F-17082: 
Sec. 19, excludina Native allotments F-15904. F-17081. and 

those lands iormerly within Native allotment F-02525.1; 
sec. 20, excluding Native allotment F-17081; 
Secs. 21 and 22: - 

Sec. 25; excluding Native allotments F-17542 and F-18140; 
Scc. 26. excluding Native allotment F-17542; - 
Set. 27; 
Sec. 28. excluding those lands formerly within Native 

allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 29. excluding Native allotment F-15915 and those lands 

formerly within Native allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 30, excluding those lands formerly within Native 

allotment F-025251; 
sec. 31; 

.-a This Document has been 

Interim Conveyance NO. 6: corrected by No. 1935 
Dated 10/04/05 



Sec.' 32, excluding Native allotment. F-15908, E-15915 and 
those lands formerly within Native allotment F-030770; 

Sec. 33, excluding those lands formerly within Native 
allotment F-030770; 

Sec. 34; 
Secs. 35 and 36, excluding Native allotment F-17542. 

Containing approximately 15,428 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 4 to 7, inclusive; 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotment F-15903 Parcel B; 
Secs. 9 and 16; 
Sec. 17, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotment F-15910 Puce1 A; 
sec. 18; 
Sec. 19, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotments F-15900 Parcel B and F-15929; 
sec. 20, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotments F-15900 Parcel B. F-15910 Parcel A and 
F-15919; 

sec. 21, excluding Native allotment F-15911; 
Sec. 28; 
sec. 29, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotment. F-15900 Parcel B and F-15919: 
sec. 30, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotment F-15900 Parcel B; , 

Secs. 31, 32 and 33. 

Containing approximately 10,304 acres. 

T. 8 N., R. 67 W. 
Sccn. 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Secs. 10 to 14, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 5,760 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 1, 2 m d  3; 
See. 4, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2294; 
Sec. 5, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243, U.S. Survey 

NO. 2294 and U.S. Survey No. 5068; 
Sec. 6, excluding V.S. Survey No. 2243 and U.S. survey 

No. 5068: 
Secs. 7 and 8; 
Sec. 9, excluding Native allotment F-17922 Parcel B; 
Sec. lo, excluding Native allotments F-13194, F-13197, 

F-17922 Parcel B and F-18569; 
Sec. 11. excluding Native allotment F-13194; 
Sec. 12, excluding Native allotment F-15898; 
sec. 13. excluding Native allotment. F-15912 and F-18420 

Parcel A; 
Sec. 14, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6159 and Native 

allotment8 F-13209, F-15912, 1-17220 Parcel A and 
F-18420 Parcel A; 

Sec. 15, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6159 and Native 
allotments F-13197. F-13209, F-15909, F-17220 
Parcel A, F-17922 Parcel B and F-18569. 

sec. 16, excluding Native allotment F-17922 Parcel B; 
secs. 17 and 18; 

61 0 This Document has been 
Interim Conveyance No. corrected by IC No. 1935 
Dace 2fi; 2 9 1982 . Dated 10/04/05 

Interim Conveyance No. V L  - corrected by IC No. 1935 
Dace 2fi; 2 9 1982 . 



F-14824-A 

Sec. 

Sec. 
Sec. 
sec. 

Sac. 
Sec. 

sec. 

sec. 
See. 
sec. 
Sec. 

Sec. 

19, excluding Native allotments F-13205, F-13301 and 
F-15902; 
20, excluding Native allotments F-13301 and F-15902; 
21: 
ii; excluding U.S. survey NO. 6159 and Native 
allotment F-15909; 
23 1 
24. excluding lands formerly within Native allotment 
F'-025251; 
25. excluding Native allotment F-16846 and land. 
formerly within Native allotment F-25251; 
26, excluding Native allotment 1-16846; . . 
27 and 28; 

29, excluding Native allotment F-15902; 
30, excluding Native allotments F-13205, 1-13345 
and F-15901 Parcel B; 
31, excluding Native allotment F-13345; 

Seca. 32, 33 and.34; 
Secs. 35 and 36, excluding ~ative allotneat F-16846. 

Containing approxbately 18,037 acres. 

T. 10 N., . R. 67 W. 
Secn. 1 and 2: - - - -  ~ - 

Sac. 3, excluding Natiye allotment F-15916; 
Sac. 4, excluding Native allotment F-15917; - 
Set. 5; 
Slc. 6, excluding U.S. survey ~o.'6195 and Native 

allotment f-15914; 
Secs. 7 to 14, inclusive; 
Sec. 15, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6189 and Native 

allotment F-15913 Parcel A; 
Sec. 16, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6193 and Native 

allotment F-15905; 
Sec. 17, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6193 and Native 

allotments F-15900 Parcel A and F-15905; 
Secs. 18 and 19; 
Sec. 20, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6193 and Native 

allotment F-15900 Parcel A; 
Sec. 21, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6189 and Native 

allotment F-15920: 
Sec. 22, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6189 and Native 

allotment F-15913 Parcel8 A and B; 
Sec. 23, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6189 and 

Native allotment F-15923 Parcel B; 
Sec. 24; 
sec. 25, excluding Native allotment F-13377; 
Secs. 26 and 27; 
Sec. 28,.excluding U.S. Survey No. 6189 and Native 

allotment f-i5920; 
- 

Sets. 29 and 30, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243; 
Sec. 32,'excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243, U.S. survey 

No. 2294 and U.S. Survey No. 5068; 
Sec. 33. excluding U.S. Survey No. 2294; 
Secs. 34, 35 and 36. 

Containing approximately 16,927 acres. 
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T. l'l N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 20 and 21; 
Secs. 28 to 33, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 5,075 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2, excluding U.S. Survey No. 5686. and Native 

allotment F-15910 Parcel B: 
sec. 3; 
Secs. 10 and 11, exclu'ding Native allotment P-13199; 
Secs. 12, 13 and 14; . . 
Sec. 15, excluding U.S. survey No. 6152 and Native 

allotment. F-16592 and F-16595. 

Containing approximately 4,047 acres. 

T. 10 N.. R. 68 W. 
Secs. 1, 2 and 3; 
Sacs. 10, 11 and 12; 
Secs. 13 and 14, excluding Native allotment F-16593; 
Sec. 15; 
Secs. 22, .23 and 24; 
Sec. 25, excluding U S .  Survey No. 2243; 
Secs. 26 and 27; 
SeCs. 34 M d  35; 
Sec. 36, excluding U.S. Survey No., 2243. 

Containing approximately 11,110 acres. 

T. 11 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 25 and 36. 

Containing approximately 1,280 acres. 

Aggregating approximately 102,993 acres. 

Excluded from the above-described lands herein conveyed are 
the submerged lands, up to the ordinary high water maxk, beneath 
all watar bodies determined by the Bureau of Land Management to 
be navigable because they have been or could be used in connection 
with travel, trade and commarce, or are pending a tidal determination 
at the time of survey. Those water bodies are identified on the 
attached navigability maps, the original of which will be found 
in easement case file F-14824-~~. 

NOW W O W  YE, that there is, therefore, granted by the UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, unto the above-named corporation the surface 
estate in the land above described, TO HAVE AND TO BOLD the said 
estate with all the rights, privileges, immunities, and appurtenances. 
of whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging, unto the said corporation, 
its successors and assigns, forever: 

EXCEPTING AND RESERVING TO THE UNITED STATES from the lands 
so granted: 

1. The subsurface estate therein, and all rights, privileges. 
immuniti,es, and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature.. 
accruing unto said estate pursuant to the Alaska Natrve 
Claims Settlement Act of December 18. 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 

Interim Conveyance NO. 61[) 
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2. Pursuant to Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18. 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601. 
6 6 b  , the following public easemks, referenced by 
easement identification number (EIN) on the easement 
maps attached tO this document, copies of which will be 
found in case file E-14824-EE, are reserved to the 
United States. All easement. are subject to applicable 
Federal, state, or Municipal corporation regulation. 
The following is a listing of uses allowed for each 
type of easement. Any uses which are not specifically 
listed are prohibited. 

. . 
25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty- 
five (25) foot wide trail easement are: 
travel by foot, dogsled, d a l e ,  snowmobiles, 
two- and three-wheel vehicles, and small and 
large all-terrain vehicles (ATV's) (less than 
3,000 lbs. Cros8 Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed on a one (1) 
acre site easement are: vehicle parking 
fe.9.. aircraft; boat.. ATV1s, snowmobiles. - - .  
cars, truck.), tempor& cunplng, and loading 
or unlosdinq. Temporary camping, loading or 
unloading shall be-linrited to 24 hours. 

a. (EIN 14 c5) A one (1) pcre site easement upland 
of the ordin- high water mark in Sec. 1, T. 10 N., 
R. 67 W., Seward Meridian, on the right bank of - -  
the Kuskokwim River. The uses allowed are those 
listed above for a one (1) acre site easement. 

b. (EIN 14a C5) An easement for a proposed access 
trail twenty-five (25) feet in width from site EIN 
14 c5 northwesterly to public land. The uses 
allowed are those linted above for a twenty-five 
(25) foot wide trail easement. The season of use 
will be limited to winter. 

THE GRANT OF THE MOVE-DESCRIBED LANDS IS SUBJECT TO: 

1. Issuance of a patent after approval and filing by the 
Bureau of Land Management of the official plat of 
survey confirming the boundary description and acreage 
of the lands hereinabove granted; 

2. Valid existing rights therein, if any, including but 
not limited to those created by the lease (including a 
lease issued under Sac. 6(g) of the Alaska Statehood 
Act of July 7, 1958 (48'U.S.C. Ch. 2, Sec. 6(g))). 
contract, permit, right-of-way, or easement, and the 
right of the lessee, contrnctee, permittee. or grantee 

. to the complete enjoyment of all rights, privileges, 
and benefits thereby granted to him. Further, pursuant 
to Sec. 17(b)(2) of the ~laska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b)(2) 
(ANCSA)), any valid existing right recognized by ANCSA 
shall continue to have whatever right of access as is 
now pro,vided for under existing law; and 
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3. 'Requirements of Sec. 14(c )  
Settlement Act of December 
1613(c) (Supp. I V ,  1980)), 

of the Alaska Native Claims 
18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 
t ha t  the grantee hereunder 

convey those portions, i f  any, of the  lands hereinabove 
granted, as  are  prescribed i n  said section. 

I N  WITNESS WBEREOP, the  undersigned' authorized o f f i ce r  of 
the  Bureau of Land Management has, i n  the name of t h e  United . 
s t a t e s ,  s e t  h i s  hand and caused the sea l  of the  Bureau t o  be 
hereunto affixed on t h i s  29th day of December, 1982, , in  Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

. . 
UNITED STATES O F  ME3RIC.A 

fo r  ~ F n v e ~ a n c e  Management ' 



Cal is ta  Corporation 

is e n t i t l e d  t o  a conveyance pursuant t o  Secs. 14( f )  and 2 2 ( j )  of 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement A c t  of December 18, 1971 
(43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(f ) ,  1621( j ) ) ,  of t h e  subsurface e s t a t e  
reaerved to t h e  United S ta t e s  i n  the hereinbelow iden t i f i ed  
in ter im conveyance of t h e  surface e s t a t e  in  the following 
described lands: 

Interim conveyance No. b l U  

U.S. Survey No. 2243. Mask., s i t u a t e d  a t  the Native v i l l a g e  
of hkiak, on t h e  r i g h t  bank of the Kuskokwim River, excluding 
U.S. Survey No. 5068, Townsite of hkiak, Aluka .  

Containing approximately 1,189 acres .  

Seward Meridiah, N a s k a  (Uruurvevedl 

T. 9 N.,  R. 65 W. 
Sec. 29: 
Sac. 30; excluding ~ a t i v e  al lotment  1-18140; 
Secs. 31 and 32. 

Containing approximately 2,516 acres .  

T. 8 N., R. 66 W. 
Sacs. 1 to 6, inclusive;  
Sec. 7, excluding Native allotmenta M-8966 Parce l  B and 

- F-17063 P u c e 1  A; 
Secs. 8 t o  17, inclusive;  
See. 18, excluding ~ a t i v e  al lotment  F-17209 p u c e 1  A. 

Containing approximately 11.320 acres.  

~ e c .  5. excluding ~ a t i v e  a ~ l o t m a n t  F-17077; 
Scc. 61 - - -  
Sac. 7; excluding Native al lotment  F-17082; 
sec. 6 ,  excluding Native al lotment  F-17077; 
sec.  9, excluding Native allotments F-033569, F-15906, 

. . And F-17077; 
Secs. 10 and 15; 
See. 6 excluding Native al lotment  F-033569; 
Sec. 17. excludino Native a l l o b e n t  F-17081: 
sac.  18, excluding Native al lotments  F-1708i and F-17082; 
sec. 19, excluding Native al lotments  F-15.904, F-17081, and 

those land .  fornerly within Native al lotment  F-025251; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native al lotment  F-17081; 
Secs. 21 and 22: 
sec.  25, excluding Native allotmenta 1-17542 and F-18140; 
Sec. 26, excluding Native al lotment  F-17542: 
sec. 27; 
Set. '28, excluding those lands formerly within Native 

a l l o m e n t  F-030770; 
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Sec. 29. excluding Native allotment F-15915 and those land. 
formerly within Native allotment F-010770; 

sec. 30, excluding those lands formerly within Native 
allotment F-025251; 

sec. 31; 
Sec. 32, excluding Native allotments F-15908. F-15915 and 

those land. formerly within Native allotment F-030770; 
Sec. 33, excluding thore lands formerly w i t h F n  Native 

allotment E-030770; 
sec. 34; 
Secs. 35 and 36, excluding Native allotment F-17542. 

Containing approximately 15.428 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 4 to 7. inclusive: . ------- - -. 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotment F-15903 Parcel B: 
secs. 9 and 16; . 
sec. 11, exclu;llng U.S. survey NO. 6192 and ~ative 

allotment F-15910 Parcel A; 
Sec. 18; 
sec. 19, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotment. F-15900 Parcel B and F-15919; 
Sec. 20, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotments F-15900 Parcel B, F-15910 Parcel A and 
E-15919; 

sqc. 21, excluding Native allotment F-15911; 
Sec. 28; 
Sec. 29, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotment. S-15900 Pucel B and F-15919; 
Sec. 30, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6192 and Native 

allotment F-15900 Parcel B; 
Secs. 31, 32 and 33. 

Containing approximately 10.304 acre0 . 
T. 8 N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 1 to 4, inclurive; 
Secr. 10 to 14, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 5,760 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 1. 2 and 3: 
Sec. 4, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2294; 
Sec. 5, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243, U.S. Survey 

No. 2294 and U.S. Survey No. 5068; 
Sec. 6, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243 and U.S. Survey 

No. 5068; 
secn. 7 and 8; 
Sec. 9, excluding Native allotment F-17922 Parcel B; 
sec. lo, excluding Nativm allotment. F-19294, F-13197, 

F-17922 Parcel B and 1-18569; 
Sec. 11, excluding Native allotment F-13194; 
Sec. 12, excluding Native allotment F-15898; 
sec. 13, excluding Native allotments F-15912 m d  F-18420 

Parcel A; 
Sec. 14, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6159 and Native 

allotments F-13209, F-15912, E-17220 Parcel A and 
F-18420 Parcel A; 
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Set: 15, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6159 and Native 
allotments F-13197, F-13209, F-15909, F-17220 
Parcel A, F-17922 Parcel B and F-18569. 

see. 16, excluding Native allotment F-17922 Parcel B; 
Secs. 17 and 18; 
Sec. 19, excluding Native allotments F-13301. F-13205 and 

F-15902; 
Sec.20, excluding Native allotments F-13301 and F-15902.; 
sec. 21: 
Sec. 22; excluding U.S.. Survey No. 6159 and Native 

allotment F-15909; 
Sec. 23; . . 
sec, 24, excluding lands formerly within Native allotment 

F-025251; 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotmsnt F-16846 and land. 

formerly within Native alloment F-25251; 
Sec. 26, excluding Native allotment F-16846; 
secs. 27 and 28; 
Sec. 29. excluding Native allotment F-15902; 
sec. 30, excluding Native allotman+. F-13205, F-13345 

and F-15901 Parcel B: 
sec. 31, excluding ~ative'allotment F-13345; 
Secs. 32, 33 and 34; $ :  

Secs. 35 and 36, excluding Native allotment F-16846. 

Containing approximately 18,037 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 67 W. 
Secn. 1 and 2: 
Sec. 3, excluding Native allotment F-15916; 
Sec. 4, excluding Native allotment F-15917; 

secs 
sec. 

Sec.. 

Secs 
sec. 

5; 
6, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6195 and Native 
allotment E-15914: . 7 to 14, inclunive; 
15, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6189 lird Native 
allotment E-15913 Parcel A: 
16, excluding U:S. Survey NO. 6193 and Native 
allotment F-15905; 
17, excluding U.S. survey NO. 6193 and Native 
allotments F-15900 Parcel A and F-15905; . 18 and 19; 
20. excluding U.S. Survey No. 6193 and Native 
allotment F-15900 parcel A: 

Sec. 21, excluding U.S. Survey iio. 6189 and Native 
allotment F-15920; 

Sec. 22, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6189 and Native 
allotment F-15913 Parcels A and B; 

Sec. 23, excluding U.S. Survev No. 6189 and 
Native al~otment P-ISPI~'P~TC~~ B; 

Sec. 24; - 
Sac.  25, excluding Native allotment F-13377; 
secs. 26 and 27; 
Sec. 28, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6189 and Native 

allotmant F-15920: 
Secs. 29 and 30, excluhing U.S. Survey No. 2243; 
Sec. 32, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243, U.S. Survey 

No. 2294 and U.S. Survev.No. 5068: 
Sec. 33, excluding U.S. sGy NO. 2294; 
Secs. 34, 35 and 36. 

~ontaining approximatel 1 ,9 7 acres. bf i This Document has been 
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T. 11 N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 20 and 21; 
Secs. 28 to 33, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 5,075 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2, excluding U.S. Survey No. 5686, and Native 

allotment F-15910 Parcel 8 ;  
sec. 3 ;  
Secs. 10 and 11, exclu'ding Native allotment F-13199; 
Secs. 12, 13 and 14: 

,/. ,' Sec. 15, excluding U.S. Survey No. 6152 and Native 
allotments E-16592 and E-16595. 

Containing approximately 4,047 acres. /! 
T. 10 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 1, 2 and 3; 
secs. 10, 11, and 12; 
secs. 13 and 14, excluding Native allotment E-16593: - 
Set. 15; 
Secs. 22, 23 and 24; 
Sec. 25, excluding U.S. Survey No. 2243; 
Secs. 26 and 27; 
Secs. 34 and 35; 
sec. 36, excluding U.S. Survey No,. 2243. 

Containing approximately 11,110 acres. 

T. 11 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 25 and 36. 

Containing approximately 1,280 acres. 

Aggregating approximately 102,993 acres. 

Excluded from the above-described lands herein conveyed are 
the submerged lands, up to the ordinary high water mark, beneath 
all water bodies determined by the Bureau of Land Managerent to 
be navigable because they have been or could be used in connection 
with travel, trade and commerce, or are pending a tidal determination 
at the time of survey. Those water bodies are identified on the 
attached navigability maps, the original of which will be found 
in easement case file E-14824-EE. 

NOW KNOW YE, that there is, therefore, granted by the UNITED 
.STATES OF AMERICA, unto the above-named corporation the subsurface 
estate in the land above described, TO mvE AND TO HOLD the said 
estate with all the rights, privileges, immunities, and appurtenances, 
of whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging, unto the scid corporation. 
its successors and assigns, forever; 

THE GRANT OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED LRNDS IS SUBJECT TO ail the 
easements and rights-of-way reserved in the afcrementioned conveyance 
of the surface estate, and to valid existing rights therein, if 
any, in the said subsurface estate, inciuding but not limited to 
those created by any lease (including a lease issued cnder Sec. 6(g) 
of the Alaska Stafehood Act of July 7, 1958 (48 U.S.C. Ch. 2, 
Sec. 6(g)) ) ,  contract, permit, right-of-way, or easement, and the 
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r i g h t  of  t h e  l e s s e e ,  con t rac tee ,  permit tee,  o r  grantee  t o  t h e  
complete enjoyment of a l l  r i g h t s ,  p r iv i l eges ,  and b e n e f i t s  thereby 
gran ted  t o  him. 

I N  WITNESS WHEREOF, t h e  undersigned authorized o f f i c e r  of 
t h e  Bureau of Land Management has ,  i n  the name of t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  s e t  h i s  hand and caused t h e  s e a l  of t h e  Bureau t o  be 
hereunto a f f i xed  on t h i s  2 9 t h  day of  December, 1982, i n  Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

- UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

~ 0 7 , i X  3 
Ass i s t an t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  D i r ec to r  
f o r  Conveyance ~ a n a ~ k e n t  





r SURVEYED TOWNSHIP 9 NORM RANGE 67 WEST OF M E  SEWARD MERIDIAN. ALASKA 











SURVEYED TOWNSHIP 9 NORTH RANGE 66 WEST OF THE SEWARD MERIDIAN, ALASKA 7 

MTP 



4 
Y 
ffl 
4 
J 
4 

7 
4 
H 
0 
H 

u 
W 
5 

0 
u 
4 
3 
W 
Lo 

W 
I 
I- 

LI 
0 

I- 
ffl 
W 
3 

(9 
(9 

l i l  
c3 
z 
4 
iT 

I' 
I- 
u 
0 
Z 

m 
a 
H 
I 
cn 
z 
3 
0 
I- 





SURVEYED TOWNSHIP 8 NORTH RANGE 66 WEST OF THE SEWARD MERIDIAN, ALASKA 















United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Alaska State Office 
m 

TAKE PRIDE' 
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'-14824-EE (75.04) 
F-14824-A (265 1) 

Kasigluk River F-14824-A2 (265 1) 
Interim Summary Report (96 1) drblsla 

Attachment 24 

I JAN 2 5 2006 
Memorandum 

To: Chief, Branch of Adjudication I1 (964) 

From: Easement Coordinator 

Subject: Final Easement Memorandum for Lands to be Patented Kokarmuit Corporation 
for the Village of Akiak 

The strategic plan and annual work plan require we identify easements on lands selected by the 
Kokarmuit Corporation for thevillage of Akiak. The following are the final easement 
recommendations. Of these recommendations, my decision is as follows for the lands described - .. - 

below. No further easement review prior to issuing patent is necessary. 

Seward Meridian 

T. 8 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 22,23 and 24. 

T. 9 N., R. 65 W. 
Sec. 19; 
Secs. 25,26,27 and 28; 
Secs. 33, 34,35 and 36. 

T. 9 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 1, 2, 3, 11, 12, 13, 14,23 and 24. 

T. 10 N., R. 66 W. 
Secs. 3, 10, 15,22,27 and 34. 

T. 11 N.,R. 67 W. 
Secs. 14 and 15; 



Secs. 22,23,26,27, 34 and 35. 

T. l l N., R. 68 W 
Sec. 12. 

MAJOR WATERWAYS: 

The Kasigluk h v e r  and Gweek River have been determined to be major water bodies. 

ALLOWABLE USES: 

All easements are subject to applicable Federal, State or Municipal Corporation regulations. The 
following is a listing of uses allowed for each type of easement identified. Any uses which are 
not specifically listed are prohibited. 

25-Foot Trail -The uses allowed on a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail easement are: 
travel by foot, dogsleds, animals, snowmobiles, two- and three-wheeled vehicles and 
small all-terrain vehicles (ATV's) (less than 3,000 lbs. Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)) 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed on a site easement are: vehicle parking (e.g., aircraft, 
boats, all-terrain vehicles (ATV's), snowmobiles, cars, and trucks), temporary camping, 
and loading or unloading. Temporary camping, loading, or unloading shall be limited to 
24 hours. 

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: 

a. (EIN 14a C5) An easement twenty-five (25) feet in width for a proposed access trail 
from site EIN 14 C5 located in Sec. 1, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., Seward Meridian, 
northwesterly and northerly to public lands. The uses allowed are those listed above 
for a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail easement. 

Discussion: This proposed trail will provide continued access to public lands isolated 
by the selection pattern. This proposed trail is a continuation of EIN 14a C5 resewed 
in IC No. 610 to Kokarmuit Corporation on December 22, 1982. 

b. (EIN 15 C4, D9) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the ordinary high water 
mark in Sec. 12, T. 11 N., R. 68 W., Seward Meridian on the left bank of the Gweek 
River. The uses allowed are those listed above for a one (1) acre site easement. 

Discussion: This site easement is necessary to provide continued public use of this 
major waterway and to facilitate travel to public lands and waters beyond. This site 
easement will provide a resting stop and overnight camping area for those travelers 
using the Gweek River. 



EASEMENTS CONSIDERED BUT NOT RECOMMENDED: 

a. ( E N  20 D9) A one (1 )  acre site easement located in Sec. 22, T. 8 N., R. 66 W., 
Seward Meridian on the left bank of the Kasigluk River. 

Discussion: This one ( 1 )  acre site is not being recommended because it is only 2% 
miles from public land. A better location for a site easement would be further 
downstream from this location on conveyed land. 

b. (EIN 21 D l )  A one (1) acre site easement located in Sec. 24, T. 9 N., R. 66 W., 
Seward Meridian. The site is situated on the eastern shore of an unnamed lake. 

Discussion: This one (1) acre site easement is not being recommended because the 
location is less than a mile from public land. 

c. (EIN 22 D l )  A one (1) acre site easement on the north side of an unnamed lake 
located in Sec. 22, T. 10 N., R. 66 W., Seward Meridian. 

Discussion: This one (1) acre site easement is not being recommended because the 
location is less than a mile from public land. 

d. (EIN 23 D l )  A one (1) acre site easement on the south side of an unnamed lake 
located in Sec. 35, T. 11 N., R. 67 W., Seward Meridian. 

Discussion: This one (1) acre site easement is not being recommended because it is 
not needed as part of a transportation route. 

e. (EIN 24 D l )  An easement twenty-five (25) feet in width for a proposed access trail 
from site EIN 23 Dl located in Sec. 35, T. 11 N., R. 67 W., Seward Meridian, 
southeasterly to Sec. 1, T. 10 N., R. 67 W., Seward Meridian. 

Discussion: This twenty-five (25) foot wide proposed trail easement from site 
EIN 23 Dl is not being recommended because proposed trail EIN 14a C5 is already 
being recommended for extension to public lands.. 

EASEMENT MAPS: 

The easement maps reflect the current status of easements. Only those easements recommended 
for inclusion in the conveyance document are shown on the easement maps. 

1st KJ Mushovic 
Attachment: 

Easement Quads: Bethel D-5, D-6 
Russian Mission A-6, A-7 



Copy furnished to: (wlattachment) 

Kokarmuit Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
P.O. Box 195 
Akiak, Alaska 99552-9999 

Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
301 Calista Court, Suite A 
Anchorage, Alaska 9951 8-3028 

State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Division of Sport Fish 
Attn: Robin Willis 
333 Raspbeny Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18-1599 
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Attachment 25 October 30, 1997 

Memorandum I I 
TO: FF-14883-A (75.4) 

From: Laura Lagstrom, Navigability Section AK924 

Subject: Interviews for selected lands on the Right Bank Tributary of the Kasigluk River 
whose mouth is located in Sec. 13., T 8N., R. 66 W., SM., and its Right Bank 
Tributary whose mouth is located in Sec. 17, T. 8N.. R. 65 W., SM.. and for 
selected lands on the.Kasigluk River 

Right Bank Tributary of the Kasigluk River 

' ' T h e  Kwethluk residents refer to this unnamed stream as "Chicoyuilnuk River" which in the 
Yu'pik dialect means "The River that Never Freezes." The headwaters of this stream are located 
in the foothills of T. 7 N., Rs. 64-65 W., SM.. and its effluent into the Kasigluk River is located in * 

S e c  13.. T. 8N., R. 66 W., SM. It is about 10 miles in length. The stream receives overflow 
water from the Kisaralik River in Sec. 17, T. 8N., R. 65 W. On the USGS map it appears to be a 
double lined continuation of the Kasigluk hver .  

- 

'The first of seven Native allotments that straddle the Chicoyuilnuk River is located three miles 
upstream near the center of Sec 17.. T. 8N., R. 65W., SM. It belongs to Elizabeth Howard. The 
casefile states the applicant reaches her allotment by boat in the spring and summer to fish, hunt, 
trap and pick berries. The photos in the Native allotment case file indicate that the Chicoyuilnuk 
is sufficiently wide and unobstructed to allow navigation by small boats. The infrared aerials also 
show an open, unobstructed stream about 25'-30' in width. Within her allotment, there is a right 
bank stream, double lined on the USGS map, that a Kwethluk resident said leads to a small lake; 
additionally, there is a small stream from the Kisaralik located near her allotment 

May 19, 1997, 
Richard Lewis Long (907) 757-6216. Tribal Officer with the Organized Village ofKwethluk, 
has an allotment that straddles the Chicoyuilnuk River near mile seven in Sec. 22., T. 8 N., R. 65 

'File in Fl7lOO. F17062. F16917, F16013 



W. He owns a 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower propeller motor which he uses to subsistence hunt 
and fish in this area. His load normally includes another person. extra gas and food and camping 
gear for a week: with a dressed out moose or caribou, this is more than 1,000 pounds. Last 
September 1996, kchard said the river was low or about two-three feet deep and he could only 
get about half way through his allotment before beaver dams and overhanging willows and trees 
obstructed passage. He said one could get to his allotment during the summer also but this would 
take a lot of effort. In the spring, near the middle of May, the snow melt from the surrounding 
hills causes the stream to rise to 5'-7' deep. The pictures from the field exam conducted July 23, 
1974 show a small placid dark stream with heavily vegetated banks. Flooding is evident along the 
banks ofthis stream. High water conditions last a week to ten days. 

May 20, 1997 
Moses Nicolai (907) 757-6528, President of the IRA Council for Kwethluk, said he boats the 
Chicoyuilnuk every year during the spring, summer and fall. Last fall he went moose hunting with 
a 22' Monson with 50 and 70 horsepower motors. He camed a 12' skiff in his boat so he could 
go past James Guy's Native allotment in Section 26 of T. 8 N., R 65 W.. SM. He said the river 
never freezes and that is what the name means. It is about 3'-4' deep with deeper holes. 

May 20. 1997 
James Guy's (907) 757-6312 wife answered and said James is at a meeting and to call tomorrow 
morning at 10 a.m.. She said they have not gone hunting for at least 6-7 years after James was in 
the hospital. The last time they went up to their allotments was in August several years ago. 
They have small and big aluminum boats, but she didn't know the sizes. She said the river 
became very shallow that they had to pull the boat to his allotment. 

May 21, 1997 
James Guy (907)757-6312 said he uses a 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower motor to go hunting 
and fishing. James said they're lots of beaver dams in this area. He goes moose and caribou 
hunting in the fall after the fall rains. He said this deeper water can last from two days to one 
week. 

Ray Guy (907) 757-6312, son of James Guy, said he has been up tohis  father's Native 
Allotment for trout fishing and moose hunting. In July the water is about 6'-7' deep. When the 
river is shallow, it is about 2' or more and high water conditions are 5'-6' deep. He used a 18' 
Lund with a 40-Horsepower propeller motor. He said if there is no rain, he has to pull and push 
to get past his dad's allotment. 

June 4. 1997 
Richard Long (907)757-6216, Tribal Officer with the Organized Village of Kwethluk, said he 
sport fishes this area in July tbr salmon. trout and dolly varden. He said during September the 
river is about 15' wide and about 8'- 15' deep. He has been past James and Maggie Guy's 
allotments in Sec 25. T. 8N . R. 65 W.. SM. 



Moses Nicolai said the right bank stream within Elizabeth Howard's Native Allotment goes to a 
small lake that people do not go to. He said the Chicoyuilnuk goes to the foothills or to the end 
of James Guy's Native Allotment. One can reach this area during periods of high water which 
depends on the amount of rainfall and lasts maybe a week. The water rises quickly and falls just 
as quickly. 

July 2, 1997 
James Guy (907) 757-6312 said he has not been able to hunt since his stroke in 1990. When he 
was younger, he used to boat the "portage" to the Kisaralik in Sec. 17.. T. 8N., R. 65 W., SM. 
during periods of high water, however, the banks were dense with overhanging willows. His son 
Ray said the portage isn't used anymore because the water is too low and there are too many 
willows blocking passage. 

James Guy and his wife have allotments within Sec. 25, T. 8 N .  R. 65 W., SM at mile 8.5 and 9 
respectively on the Chicoyuilnuk. James said before he got married in 1968, he used to use a 24' 
plywood boat with a 25-horsepower motor. In the fall the water was always deep enough for him 
to reach his allotment, but because of the increased beaver population that has dammed the small 
side streams that feed into the Chicoyuilnuk, the allotments are now inaccessible except during 
periods of high water. High water conditions last about a week: in places the stream is about 1'-2' 
deep during the summer. 

July 2, 1997 
Ray Guy (907) 757-6554 said the Chicoyuilnuk is about 16'-18' wide around Elizabeth Howard's 
allotment. He hunts for moose and caribou every fall with his 18' aluminum Lund with a 40- 
horsepower Yamaha propeller motor. Shallow water is about 1 112' - 3' deep and high water is 
about 4' - 5' deep. With a light rain. the stream can stay high for about one week; with heavy rain 
it can stay high for three weeks. Last year he almost got stranded in his 18' Lund with a 40- 
horsepower propeller motor and was touching bottom as he was leaving the area. He said the 
stream is deeper from the mouth of Chicoyuilnuk to about a mile beyond Elizabeth Howard's 
allotment. Ray said the stream to Kisaralik near Elizabeth Howard's place is closed because of 
the overhanging and overgrown willows and trees. He tried twice last year, once in the spring 
and once in the fall but he couldn't get through either time. The water was too shallow ranging 
from 6"- I 112' deep and too overgrown with willows and trees. 

Kasigluk River 
The Kasigluk River has its origin in the Kilbuck Mountains and tlows northwesterly for 
approximately 100 miles to the Kuskokwim River. It parallels the Kisaralik River and receives 
overtlow water from it in at mile 29 (Sec. 7.. T. 8 N ,  R. 66 W.), and from the unnamed stream on 
the USGS map, locally known as The Chicoyuilnuk River in Sec  13. T.  8 N., R. 66 W. The 
Kasisluk River has been [meandered through Tps. 8, 9 N., Rs. 66, 67 W . Seward Meridian. It was 
determined navigable in Secs. 3 l & 33 in T. 9 N.,  R. 66 W.. SM. (See navigability report 5/8/89 
in  the Bethel Quad File). 



Most residents interviewed by telephone state that the Kasigluk is normally shallow with riffles 
and pools ranging from 1'-3' deep during the summer months of June, July and early August. 
People boat the river for hunting. fishing and camping and can reach as far as the second fork in 
Sec. 24. T. 7N., R. 65 W., SM., called Little Kasigluk River. High water conditions range from to 
3'-8' deep and last two to three weeks at the most. 

May 20, 1997 
Moses Nicolai, President of the IRA Council for Kwethluk, IRA Office Fax 757-6212, (907) 
757-6528, address: P O .  Box 102, Kwethluk, AK. Moses last boated the Kasigluk during July 
and September 1996. He hunts caribous in an area north of Spein Mountain. He owns and 
operates a 22' boat with the 50 & 70 Horsepower motors. He states that during low water 
conditions one can reach the first set of hillswhich are located near David K. Nicolai (his father) 
and James Guy's allotment at mile 39 or Sec. 19, T. 8N.. R. 65 W. Impediments fkther  upstream 
include beaver dams. He also emphasized the river rises and lowers fast. 

May 21, 1997 
James Guy Sr. (907) 757-6312, said he has not been up to his allotment since 1990 because he 
has been sick. His son's, Ray and Bobby use his allotment for hunting. The last time he went up 
was in the fall for moose hunting; He used a 18' Lund aluminum boat with a 40-horsepower 
motor. He said there are narrow portions of the river about 12' wide but most part of the river is 
wider. The channel is almost always shallow. but when there is high water it is about 3'-4' deep. 
He went as far to the Step mountains or to the timberline. 

Ray Guy (907) 757-6554, son of James Guy Sr.. said he boats the Kasigluk to the second fork 
which is in Sec. 24. T. 7 N ,  R. 65 W. He said it is around 16'-18' wide, but there are some areas 
about 12' wide. He said high water is about 7' deep during August and September depending on 
the rain and in the spring depending on the snow in the foothills. During June and July it is about 
2 112' to 3' deep to the junction of the Little Kasigluk River. 

June 4, 1997 
.John Owen, a Realty Specialist with the Organized Village (907) 757-6216 said last fall he 
boated as far as David Jackson's Native allotment in Sec. 32. T. SN., R 65 W., SM. He said the 
river was about 20'-30' wide and shallow. Most people use the river during the spring and fall. 

June 9, 1997 
Lagstrom called Wilson Nicolai (907) 757-6826 on Thursday, 6/5/97 and talked to his mother. 
Lagstrom called 6/6/97 and again on 6/9/97 at IOAM and again at I :30PM. He was not there so 
she left a message with his mother for him to call collect. His allotment is legally described along 
the Right Bank Tributary of the Kasigluk but John Owen, the Realty Specialist and other people 
of Kwethluk recognize that his allotment is actually situated along the Kasigluk River which 
would put in conflict with William Nicolai's allotment in Sec. 13. T, 8 N .  R. 66 W.. SM. & Sec. 
IS . .  T S N  . R. 65 W..  SM. John said he could not make any changes [mil Wilson fills out the 



paperwork requesting a change to the legal description. Betty Lockard, the adjudicator. sent him 
a letter, but as far as I know, he has not responded. 

June l I ,  1997 
Lagstrom called David .Jackson (757-6326) and his stepdaughter answered and said David was 
not home but said her husband John Nicori had been up the Kasigluk River. John Nicori (BD 
1/19/30) address: Gen.Del. Kwethluk got on the phone and said that he would like a map of his 
allotment along the Johnson River. John Nicori Sr said that he tried to boat the Kasigluk with 
his 18' Lund and 30 and 40 HP motors in the spring and again in August but he couldn't get up 
the river because it was too shallow. He said that no one could get up the Chicoyuilnuk either 
except in the winter. He said the past two years, no one could get up either river because there 
was no water in both rivers. 

David ~ a c k s o n  (82 years old) said that the Kasigluk is too shallow. The last time he went up 
there was in a helicopter. He said there are lots of beaver dams in this area. David said I could 
call his son Daniel Oscar Jackson at 757-6326 but he is working at the oflice. 

June 12. 1997 
Mike Cotling, Div. Of Subsistence, Fish & Game, Bethel, AK (543-3100) said he boated the 
Kasigluk River last June or July 1996 with a 18' Hewescrafl and a 40-Horsepower propeller 
motor. His load included two other people besides himself, 36 + 18 gallons of gas, camping gear 
for a week; he was up there for four or five days. He went as far as Sec. 18, T. 8N., R. 65 W. 
During this time the river had riffles and pools ranging from 15"/20M to 5' deep. The river bottom 
beginning just above the Columbia creek is gravel, below is sandy bottom. After the juncture in 
Sec. 13, T. 8N.. R. 66W, the southern fork of the river is about 30'-35' wide and gets increasingly 
narrower further upstream. 

During the fall of 1995, there was and extraordinarily amount of water in the rivers. In 1996 the 
rivers were low all summer. In the spring of 1997, the rivers were the lowest he has seen during 
the past 13 years he has been in Bethel. He stated an increasing number of people in Bethel and 
the surrounding villages are using jet units which allow them to more easily access areas further 
upstream. He also said the local people (Kwethluk) have told him the Kasigluk River used to be 
the Old Kisaralik. There are two places that one can travel between the Kisaralik and Kasigluk; 
one is just above the Columbia Creek and the other is in Secs. 16, 17 or 18. T. 8N. .  R. 65W. 
Local residents that know the rivers well and that are experienced boaters can travel long 
distances with 30-40 horsepower motors. 

June 19. 1997 
Mike Reardon with the IJSFWS in Bethel 1-800-621-5804 said he had not issued any 
com~nercial/recreational permits for the Kasigl~ik or Akulikutak Rivers. 

.June 20. 1997 

.John Owen a Realty Specialist with the Organized Village of Kwethluk (907)757-6216 said 



he boated the Kasigluk for one week last September for moose hunting in a 18' aluminum Lund 
with a 30-Horsepower propeller motor. There were two people in the boat plus all their camping 
gear. The water was anywhere from 2'-4' deep. He went as far as Sections 11 & 13 in T. 7 N . ,  R. 
65 W. ,  SM. He said high water lasts about 2 112-3 weeks and begins between the end of August 
to the beginning of September. Low water occurs during June. July and August and is about 1'- 
2' deep. The width of the river ranges from 20 to 35 feet Impediments included overhanging 
trees, sweepers and shallow water. 

Richard Long, Tribal Operations Specialist, Organized Village of Kwethluk a t  757-6216, 
said the last time he was on the Kasigluk River was in September 1995. He went as far as the 
"Y" to the Little Kasigluk River in Sec. 24, T. 7 N . ,  R. 65W. He used a 18' Lund with a 40- 
horsepower propeller motor. During the summer months of June and July the river is about 4'-6' 
deep and during September it is 3'-8' deep which lasts from two to three weeks. There are lots of 
low lying trees along the riverbanks. I asked him if he believed that one can use a boat, canoe or 
raft on the creek carrying about 1.000 pounds for travel. trade and commerce and he said for 
travel yes but for trade or commerce he said no. He said when the water is high, one can reach 
the "Y" in one day, but with low water, it can take up to three days. This year all the water 
bodies including the Kuskokwirn and ~ w e t h l u k  have no water. 

July 2, 1997 
James Guy said the Kasigluk is a few yards wide and about 2' deep during low water. In August 
after the rain it is about 3'-4' deep which lasts about one week. 

JulyIAugust 1997 
Steve Schmitt, a BLM land surveyor., who set the Points Of Beginning's for Native Allotments 
along this water body on July 3. 1997, said the river channel was well defined, open with no 
obstructions, and wide and deep enough for travel, trade and commerce. He said the Kasigluk 
was definitely navigable up through David L. Jackson and Alexander Nicori's allotments. 

September 17. 1997 
Lagstrom talked with Wassillie Evan in Kwethluk in September after a field inspection of the 
river by air. Wassillie boated the Kasigluk last September 1996. He used a 20' aluminum boat 
with a 45-horsepower propeller motor. His load included three people, camping gear, two moose 
and two black bear. They had gone as far as the "Y" to the Little Kasigluk River in Sec.24., T.7 
N.. R. 6.5 W.. SM. He said the river was about 9'-11' deep which he believes lasts about two 
weeks. He said there were beaver dams at "Pinky Mine" which is near the " Y .  During June and 
July the river is at it's lowest, however, he believes if someone knows the main channel, they 
could use the river with a load carrying at least 1,000 pounds to the junction of the Little Kasigluk 
Rwer. 


	Kasigluk River DIC Akiak 6-29-82 Bethel D-6.pdf
	Page 1




