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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ~nterim summary Report 5[7-3\+ 

Memorandum 

PROM : Natural Resource Specialist 

DATE: gh7,/76 

In reply refer to: 
2650.58' (932) 
F-14901-EE 

SUBJECT: Easement Task Force Meeting on the village of Napakiak. 

On January 15, 1976, the Easement and Navigability Task Force met to 
consider navigability and easements for the village of Napakiak. 

These landk are subject to S.O. 2987. 

Navigable waters were discussed. The Kuskokwim River is considered to 
be navigable River by reason of travel, trade and 
cormnerce. considered but found to be not navi- 
gable. The Ku the deficiency area and it is also 
not navigable. The Kongeruk River is navigable due to tidal influence 
to Section 32, T.8N., R.73W., S.M. 

The following easements were approved by the Task Force: 

2 C3, C9, Dl This recommendation is for a 25-foot wide trail from 
Bethel to Tuntutuliak along the west (right) side of 
the Kuskokwim River. It provides access to public 
lands and waters and provides an access route be- 
tween villages. The Task Force modified the recom- 
mendation from 100-feet as proposed by the Bureau of 
Mines to a 25-foot wide trail. 

3 C3, C9, Dl This recommendation is for a 25-foot wide trail from 
Napaskiak to Eek through the core township area. %is 
trail provides access to public lands. 

8 C4 This is a 1-acre site easement recommendation in 
Section 10, T.7N., R.72W., on the right bank of a 
slough of the Kuskokwim River. This recommenda- 
tion will provide a campsite area for users of 
the Kuskokwim River. It is on a side slough in 
a protected anchorage area. 

9 C4 This recommendation is for a streamside easement 
on the Kuskokwim River which receives a great deal 
of use of all kinds. The easement is for 25-feet 
along each bank overlapping the coastline easement 
(#I2 C 4 ) .  The bed of the stream is not included 
in the recommendation as it is a navigable stream. 

F' 1 4 9 0 1 ~ ~  
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

,@P 2-1 
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This recommendation is for a streamside easement on the 
Johnson River. This river is determined to be highly 
significant for all kinds of use and the easement is for 
25-feet along both banks. The bed is not included as 
the Johnson River is considered to be navigable. 

This recommendation is for a streamside easement on the 
Pikmiktalik River. The Pikmiktalik is a highly signifi- 
cant waterway in this area for all kinds of travel. The 
streamside easement is for 25-feet along each bank and 
the bed of the stream. 

12 c4 " I  This recommendation is for a continuous coastline ease- 
ment 25-feet above the line of mean high tide. 

The following easements were not approved by the Task Force: 

This recommendation is for a winter trail from Bethel to 
Napakiak. The easement recommendation was rejected be- 
cause the route that is used is the Kuskokwim River, by 
waterway in the summertime and by traveling on the ice 
in the wintertime. 

This recommendation is for a site easement and a 25-foot 
wide trail along the Kuskokwim River. The site easement 
was located in Section 22, T.7N., R.72W. This area is a 
low area subject to frequent flooding. A trail was in- 
tended to connect the river to the Napaskiak to Eek 
trail. The trail is not needed to connect to the river 
as the Napaskiak to Eek trail touches the river just a 
few miles to the north. 

The following easements were not considered because they were outside of 
the selection area: 

4 D9, Dl This is a 25-foot wide trail from Napaskiak to Bethel. 

5 Dl' A 25-foot wide trail from Bethel to Akiachak. 

6 D9, Dl This is a 25-foot wide trail from Bethel to Kasigluk. 



. . . . . . 

I n  reply r e i w  to: 
3 , c i  . 5 ?i.?.i'. ~t:riber) $165.5 (92%) ~, . 

. . 

zc,? ppur?ose o r  t h i s  rerort is  t o  i d e n t i c  the  vsrloas rlvern ansl lakes the  
??serent 2r.d :;nvi%.%bility 'i'zrk Force deternixed t o  be  navit:ablc, for  nrea . 
.-2:clusion pxposes,  i n  v f l l ~ g e  an8 rei:ional s-lectioys. - 

' :~vi3cbil i ty detcrninst ions nre b ~ s r d  on h i s to r icn l  evidence, f i e ld  in-res- 
cii:ation, and public tes t i -ow,  r.11 doc~mented ir: the  case f i l e s ,  and the  
T'~:eau's zlavi~a3ilit.y tpfdellnes. 

:;rivi&&le usters t o  be exclucied frm vil1e;e se'lections, deterninrd by the 
tcsk force, since I)ecaiber 31, 1975 t o  pzesent, are l i s t e d  by %%llwje - ..,e, alphst.?tically, as follows : 

up t o  villz.ze of ' h s i i r l & c ,  nnd t he  
T'lkqiktalilc u:, to  v i l l ~ s . ?  of ~ ~ . t ~ ~ u t i u % k .  
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f.11 t l d d  v.3er. %a 2tet.e or ALeskz corlsiders 
the lollo-ding l&es ns-.-isable, bct  t;?c tzsk i'orce 
J id  not i~e-fe safi ' icient i n f o m t i o a  t o  imke n 
; Iet~rainatiol i .  k'md5.n~ Euither idol-zat ion,  the  
task force consillers 11_I1es non-nnvip?rle. 

- lno tnec i f ic  C Z P L I  l2:kes are: 
' 



D:llini:bm :Iuzhcqr& Five r  ar.3 M332 Diver. SnrAe, !,!m<iot&<, 
end Ir'erry Xivsrs es f a r  up es irLfiuenced by 
t ide .  

Snake M e  ns:r be i n f l w n c e d  by t i d e  
but not s u f f i c i e n t  &row& i nves t ige t ion  
t o  d x e  a dete?mLnstion. 

!i'ma7a Ri ' l e r  only. 

Xinib River, up as f@r ns t i d a l  influenced. 

Igusbik River, up t o  v i l lng*  of Xanakotak and 
i f  t i d a l  influznced farther, then t o  hesd 
of t i d a l  influence. 

. . 

iis*gability Z e t e n i n s t i o n  wit'nbeld pending 
eSditioneI. i n fomat ion-  

Tide v s t e r  o@&*. 

Xwskcbfin River 

Copper River u? os fez- as LQ'J~: Tonsine. 

Tar.ana River. : i e e l y  River u;, t o  Iiea M e ,  
Georze Creok, EeaLJ L-ake, L??e Georee, 
-4 :<anafield Lake. 

. . 

T i d e  water oaU. 

Xusko-=Ji~~ River  

Thst po-+ion of the  we.';nr r o c t e  s j r s t a  
alo-4 t h e  por tq ie  5e'c'~esn t h e  Kuskokdn 
end Yukon Zivers. Thin syste ia,tturl . . 

Crezk, Crooked Creek, ohnsoc Iiiver, a3 
m3es2C: lake, I:u?ik e ,  a r d  'i'albi'xsok 
X i ~ ~ e r .  

Far navi3abi l i t j j  purposes only t h a t  portion 
of the Johsorr River i n  t h e  nboce sys t ez  
ves consideze3 a t  this t h e .  

page 21.4 December 31, 1975 BLM I n  reply r e f e r  to:  
9185.5 (922) 
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' . 

Xcopi-r. %y 3eficir;lcy !,cccs: t o  %his crca is by t h e  I:un River, 
Arc& 3 lnc t  ?lver, e2.i .":!kne5lc 3iver .  but  naviga- 

b i l i t y  vcs not d.etc~-sineZ slue t o  inck o r  
i n f o r n t i o r . .  3 e  3 n c k  ?:l%-er vas detcminea 
nnv i~f lb lc  cp t o  Xklsilvalc ?,:oa*tnln. 

.. - Ilir- ..a> . Lcke Ilinzn.? and the ii&-Wiallnn Itiver. ' 

Tid.zwa%er only. . . 

'I'he ':illngc and the S t a t %  of il~-si;a c l a h  
the Jrrgo, C ~ p i l a k ,  ZulhuLa Zivers ,  and t h e  
l e k e  i n  secs. 7 2nd l e ,  T. 8 ti., 3. 34 E., 
t o  he nn-vlqa3le r s  far as t i d a l .  This was - . 

not  dispxtitnd b:r t h e  tcsk force  due t o  luck 
of information anb t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t i d e  wetel- 
w i l l  be excluded. 

Yukon River. 

' . -imd iiamapitchd!. lio kno'm use of ti?e lake 
n-jstea north of Kasiglrrk t o  determine naviga- 
h i l i t y .  There i s  n t r ~ m a : ?  an3 , w r t s g e  . . 

betr-een ::*mnvek end 7?-ksIesluk L3kes b a t  no 
kn0.m c o m e r c i a l  u se  t o  n=.ke the l akes  
i ~ a v i ~ a l i l e .  

.. i i d e ~ s t e r  only. ;pot e a o u ~ h  evidence t o  r&e 
a de ta r s ine t ion  of ~.a-.,icabili',?r on XTa-~ock 
i&e. 

1111x32 L3ke only. 

ALL tidal igfluencerl rster. C'idnl influecce 
rlppzars to  ep-esd up Rs fer o r  ~ a s t  &-on&; . 

..> ,,o pinpoint &e te rz ina t ion  zade on ~ n v i ~ a -  
b i l i t y  but genera oplcion np?e.srs t o  be t h e  
vhole Y I L \ O ~  t l e l t ~ .  wete- m-en wcluld be excluEed 
f o r  nev ip .b i l i t y  pur:*os?s. ~IPOI?K? P?SS and 
Q:<iiezc ?ass is )ma--- t~ >rive Sezn u s e l  

:"i f 
-- s c o . ~ ~ a r c i n l i y .  

:: 5 

page 417 September 2 ,  1976 r 
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I ; ~ ~ c L ,  ex& 
South 3eknek ' 

.- ' i i  3 .  X1c '-I-~ichsl-: Xi-:er is t i d n l  
-1nd the  i?l.?.;r:o?. :ti-gcr n:???,zrs to be  t i d a l  ui, 
t o  aec. 23, T. lb S . ,  7:. &5 U.. Seunrd 
:.:cr:dinn. 

Ydon Zivel'. >.nsinezr Lr2cc z2.v hnve %+en 
rinvignted ky -,;rinin.q ec t5- r i ty  i n  t h e  past, 
hut =ore in ra rzz t ion  v i l l  be ot tnlned before  
zn%e a f i n n l  r l e t ~ m i n s t i o n  is  laen. 

~ u k o n  :.~ivcr. 

!lab-qek i?ivcr is  n . v i ~ a 3 l e  end t i t ln l .  Yne 
bomdery be t -~een  t h e  t w o  se lec t ions ,  a t  t h i s  
t i n e ,  is t h e  cen te r  of t h e  r iver .  

?:us!%o:x~-iz~, 'iek=ikliir. e n 3  th-k~o'nnson "ni&r& 
tlsrou3h t h e  ne lec t io3 ,  2nd P-11 t l d e l  water.' 

$11 tidrr l  %-P-ter m d  the Zti:rijkok-,&a 3 i ~ e r .  

-. ice :i?~~-:fiCLen 3iver acFI i l i a - a a  L?le. 

9.11 t i d a l  x._-Ler, nn3. the C o l i i l l a  Eiver, 
i n c l u d i n ~  t h e  liechelik Chnne l .  ill1 lakes ' 
i n  t h e  Pzea are dctenine3 tiel-znvipzble 
pellding a~?. l i t ionol  in fomat ion .  

Yukon River. 

.k~oh7son F ive r  u? t o  Vne v i l l s x e  c ~ d  t h e  
cannl  s y s t e ~  S~tveen ;ra?&?itchuk nnd Xrrsiglxk. 
It zgsears  t h a t  t h e  i n r x e  h d i e s  of k-ater 
the L r ~ h , z ~ ~ n  ITCSTS t h ~ - O U F ~ ,  ~ ~ u l d  5e n z v i ~ s b l e  
31~0.  . . 

. . 

tTriox=xut YI*.O~ FIiver. ::ots: The 
r.ot cozsiO--ed navicnble 
becccse o f  l e c k  of i r . fomat ion .  

3scl?rville .- ~usk.o?xi.s Elver, inclu3ini: 3snaski& S l o w .  
. . 

-2ek L-rl;e vns Cetsmine2 n o n - ~ a v i ~ n b l e  pending 
nc,re inforrcati@n. 

page 5/7 September 2 , 1 9 7 6  BLM I n  reply re fer  to :  
9185.5 (922) . 
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Memorandum 

JAN 2 5 1982 

To : Chief, Division of ANCSA and State Conveyances (960) 
b" o"h 

SD From: 

Subject: Final Easements for the Village of Napakiak 

FolloWing are the final easement, major waterway, and navigability 
recommendations for lands selected by the village of Napakiak. 
Of those recommendations, my decision is as follows. 

MAJOR WATERWAYS: 

The Kuskokwim River, Johnson River and the Pikmiktalik River are 
determined to be major waterways. 

The Kuskokwim River provides access to upstream and downstream 
communities. It has had a long-history of use as a travel, trade 
and commerce route, and continues to accommodate a wide variety 
of watercraft (motorboats, barges, floatplanes, etc.). Presently, 
as in the past, barges travel from the mouth of the Kuskokwim 
up-river to deliver food, goods, fuel oil, etc., to residents 
along the river. 

The Johnson River provides access to public land northwest of the 
selection area. 

The Pikmiktalik River provides access to public land north of the 
selection area. 

All other named and unnamed water bodies within the selection 
area were reviewed.and based on existing evidence were determined 
not to be major. 

NAVIGABILITY: 

The following water bodies are determined to be navigable due to 
present and historic uses in connection with trade and commerce: 

Kuskokwim River and its interconnecting sloughs; 

Johnson River and its interconnecting sloughs through the 
selection; 



T i h i k t a l i k  R ive r  through the  s e l e c t i o n ;  

An unnamed s lough and l a k e  system from t h e  P i k m i k t a l i k  R ive r  
i n  Sec .  1, T. 8 N . ,  R. 74  W., n o r t h e r l y  then  s o u t h e r l y  t o  
i ts conf luence  w i t h  t h e  Kongeruk River  i n  Sec .  29 ,  T .  8 N . ,  
R .  73 E . ,  Seward Mer id ian ;  

The Kongeruk R ive r  through t h e  s e l e c t i o n ;  

An unnamed s lough  and l a k e  system from Sec.  5 ,  T .  8 N . ,  
R .  73 W . ,  n o r t h ,  t h e n  e a s t ,  then s o u t h e r l y  t o  t h e  Kongeruk 
R i v e r  i n  Sec .  15, T. 8 N . ,  R .  73 W . ,  Seward Mer id ian ;  a n d . : , ;  . .. 

Lomavi k Slough.  

A l l  o t h e r  named and unnamed water  bodies  w i t h i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  
r~,+z~::: 

were reviewed and b a s e d o n  e x i s t i n g  ev idence  were determined t o  
b e  nonnavigable .  , .. . 
TIDAL INFLUENCE: 

Ac tua l  l i m i t s  o f  t i d a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  f o r  wate r  b o d i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
l a n d s  t o  be  conveyed, i f  any ,  w i l l  be determined a t  t he  t i m e  o f  
su rvey .  

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: .: . 

No p u b l i c  easements a r e  r e s e r v e d .  
6 

The fo l lowing  easements  were cons idered  b u t  were n o t  recommended: 

a .  ( E I N  2  C 3 ,  D l ,  D9) An easement twen ty - f ive  (25 )  
f e e t  i n  width  f o r  an e x i s t i n g  w i n t e r  a c c e s s  t r a i l  
from t h e  n o r t h  s e c t i o n  l i n e  o f  Sec .  2 ,  T .  7 N . ,  
R. 7 2  W . ,  Seward Meridian,  sou thwes t e r ly  through 
t h e  s e l e c t i o n  a r e a  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d .  

D i scuss ion :  
T h i s  t r a i l  was dropped a s  a l t e r n a t e  and p r e f e r r e d  
a c c e s s  i s  a v a i l a b l e  v i a  t h e  Kuskokwim River  i n  i t s  
f r o z e n  s t a t e .  

b .  ( E I N  3 C 3 ,  D l ,  D9) An easement twen ty - f ive  ( 2 5 )  
f e e t  i n  width  f o r  an e x i s t i n g  w i n t e r  acces s  t r a i l  
beg inn ing  i n  Sec .  24 ,  T. 7 N . ,  R .  72 W . ,  Seward 
Mer id i an ,  sou thwes t e r ly  t o  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
Napaskiak t r a i l  easement E I N  2  C 3 ,  Dl. 

Discuss ion :  
T h i s  t r a i l  was dropped a s  a l t e r n a t e  acd  p r e f e r r e d  . .  

z c c e s s  i s  a v a i l z b l e  v i a  t h e  Kuskokwim River i n  i t s  



c .  (EIN 8 C 4 )  -4 one (1) a c r e  s i t e  ease:l ient u p l a n d  o f  
t h e  mean h i g h  t i d e  l i n e  i n  S e c .  1 0 ,  T .  7  N . ,  
R .  7 2  W . ,  Seward M e r i d i a n ,  on t h e  r i g h t  bank o f  an  
unnamed s l o u g h .  

D i s c u s s i o n :  
T h i s  s i t e  was dropped because  n e a r b y  p u b l i c  l a n d  - - 
can  b e  used  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  

d.  ( E I N  10  C 4 )  A t w e n t y - f i v e  ( 2 5 )  f o o t  w i d e  s h o r e l i n e  
easemen t  a l o n g  t h e  Johnson R i v e r .  

D i s c u s s i o n :  
T h i s  easemen t  d o e s  n o t  meet  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  e a s e m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p u b l i s h e d  November 27 ,  
1978 .  

e .  ( E I N  11 C4) A t w e n t y - f i v e  ( 2 5 )  f o o t  wide  s h o r e l i n e  
e a s e m e n t  a l o n g  t h e  P i k m i k t a l i k  R i v e r .  

D i s c u s s i o n :  
T h i s  easemen t  does  n o t  meet  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  e a s e m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p u b l i s h e d  November 2 7 ,  
1978 .  

f .  ( E I N  1 2  C 4 ,  D l )  A c o n t i n u o u s  s h o r e l i n e  easemen t  
t w e n t y - f i v e  ( 2 5 )  f e e t  i n  w i d t h  u p l a n d  o f  and 
p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  h i g h  w a t e r  l i n e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  
a c c e s s  t o  and a l o n g  t h e  mar ine  s h o r e l i n e  and u s e  
o f  s u c h  s h o r e  f o r  p u r p o s e s  s u c h  as  b e a c h i n g  of 
w a t e r c r a f t  o r  a i r c r a f t ,  t r a v e l  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e ,  
r e c r e a t i o n ,  and o t h e r  s i m i l a r  u s e s .  

D i s c u s s i o n :  
T h i s  easemen t  does  n o t  meet t h e  r e a u i r e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  e a s e m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p u b l i s h e d  November 2 7 ,  
1978 .  

g .  ( E I N  1 3  C )  The r i g h t  o f  t h e  ' J n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  
e n t e r  upon t h e  l a n d s  h e r e i n  g r a n t e d  f o r  c a d a s t r a l ,  
g e o d e t i c ,  o r  o t h e r  s u r v e y  p u r p o s e s  i s  r e s e r v e d ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  t o  do a l l  t h i n g s  n e c e s s a r y  
i n  c o n n e c t i o n  t h e r e w i t h .  

D i s c u s s i o n :  
T h i s  easemen t  does  n o t  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  easemen t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p u b l i s h e d ~ ~ o v e r n b e r  2 7 ,  
1978 .  

h .  ( E I N  14 C) Easements f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  
e n e r g y ,  f u e l ,  and n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  ~ h i c h  a r e  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  o f  c1:r C'nited S t a t e s  o r  whicil  .?re i n t e r L d e d  
f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  the  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  



Discussion: 
This easement does not meet the requirements of 
the easement regulations published November 2 7 ,  
1978. 

i. (EIN 15 C 4 )  An easement twenty-five (25 )  feet in 
width for an existing winter access trail beginning 
at a junction with trail EIN 3 C3, Dl, D9 in 
Sec. 33, T. 7 N., R. 72 W., Seward Meridian, then 
westerly to a junction with trail EIN 2 C3, Dl, D9 
in Sec. 27 ,  T. 7 N., R. 73 W . ,  Seward Meridian. 

. . .  , . , 

Discussion: 
The easement dropped is replaced by using the 
Kuskokwim River, in its frozen state, to the mouth 
of the slough. i n  Sec. l, T. 6 N .  , R . - 7 3  W., ,S&@$,.: . , : . . ~  
Meridian. then headine south to Na~askiak trail' °'.':-,' 
 easement'^^^ 2 C3, ~1: at a point bn the nor 
section line, Sec. 26, T. 6 N., R. 73..W., S 
Meridian. 

Enclosure : 
Maps 

cc: 
Yukon Delta NWR 
Mr. Keith Schreiner 
Alaska Area Director 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
1011 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

D?f-NAV (013) 
Attn: M. Wheeler 

963:.Willer: lm: 12/30/81 
FROGGY CC 1rn : 1/4/82 

1=:1/11/82 



Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 7 

'y :; (1, (. < -p /J(. ,c, - 
CERTIFIED MAIL I . -  - c '  J , -- (p j  
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

DECISION 

Napakiak Corpora t ion  
Napakiak, Alaska 99559 

C a l i s t a  Corpora t ion  
516 Denal i  S t r e e t  
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

F-14901-A (Anch. ) (2651 
F-14901-A2 (Anch. ) (265: ,f!p~i:A;ph - ' ( 7 5  .. 
AA-11311 (2653) 
( 9 6 1 )  

F-14901 -A 
V i l l a g e  S e l e c t i o n  
F-14901-A2 
S e c t i o n  1 2 ( b )  V i l l a g e  

S e l e c t i o n  

AA-11266, AA-11311 
S e c t i o n  1 4 ( h )  (1) 
S e l e c t i o n s  

S e c t i o n  1 4 ( h )  (1) App l i ca t ions  Re jec t ed  
S e c t i o n  1 2 ( b )  A p p l i c a t i o n  R e j e c t e d  i n  P a r t  

Lands Proper  f o r  V i l l a g e  S e l e c t i o n  
Approved f o r  I n t e r i m  Conveyance 

On November 22, 1974 ,  Napakiak Corpora t ion ,  f o r  t h e  Nat ive  v i l l a g e  
of Napakiak, f i l e d  s e l e c t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  F-14901-A (Anch.) under  
t n e  p r o v i s i o n s  of Sec .  1 2 ( a )  of  t h e  Alaska Nat ive  Claims S e t t l e m e n t  
Act of December 1 8 ,  1 9 7 1 ,  43 U.S.C. 1601 ,  1611 (1976) (AMCSA), 
f o r  t h e  s u r f a c e  e s t a t e  of c e r t a i n  l ands  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Xapakiak.  

C a l l s t a  CorporaZion f i l e d  s e l e c t i o n  app1ica:ions :%A-11266, AA-11267, 
and ,;A-11311 on Apr i l  28,  1976,  pu r suan t  t o  Sec .  ; 4 ( h j  (1) of 
ANCSA. S e c t i o n  1 4 ( h )  and Departmental  r e g u l a t i o n s  i s s u e d  t h e r e u n d e r  
a u t h o r i z e  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  t o  withdraw and convey 
only unreserved  and u n a p p r o p r i a t e d  pub' l ic  l a n d s .  

S ince  t h e  lands  encompassed i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  Sec .  1 4 ( h ) ( l )  a p p l l c a t i o n s  
had been p rope r ly  s e l e c t e d  by ;Japakiak Corpora t ion ,  under S e c .  1 2  
of A:;CSA, t h e s e  lands  were no t  unreserved  o r  unappropr i a t ed  a t  
t h e  t i n e  of selection by C a l i s t a  Corpora t ion .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  
a f o r e z e n t i o n e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  n u s t  be and a r e  hereby r e j e c t e d  i n  
c l le i r  e n t i r e t y  and w i l l  be c lo sed  of r eco rd  when t h i s  d e c i s i o n  
5eccses  f i n a l .  

Qn 3zcezber  1 2 ,  1975 ,  Xapakiak Corpora t ion  f i l e d  s e l e c t i o n  
ar;?;Lcit ion F-14931-AZ pursxant  t o  Sec .  1 2 ( b )  of :i:?CSA, f o r  c e r -  
t a i n  laads  p r e v i o u s l y  s e l ecced  pu r suan t  t o  Sec .  : 2 ( a )  w i t h  t h e  



s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i t s  Sec.  1 2 ( a )  s e l e c t i o n s  o v e r r i d e  t h e  Sec .  1 2 ( b )  
s e l e c t i o n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a p p l i c a t i o n .  F-14901-A2 i s  hereby  r e j e c t e d  
a s  t o  t h e  l ands  h e r e i n , a p p r o v e d  f o r  conveyance. 

A s  t o  t h e  l ands  desc r ibed  below, s e l e c t i o n  F-14901-A, a s  amended, 
i s  p r o p e r l y  f i l e d  and meets  t h e  r equ i r emen t s  of  t h e  Alaska 
Na t ive  C l a i m s  Se t t l emen t  Act and of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i s s u e d  pur -  
s u a n t  t h e r e t o .  These l ands  do n o t  i n c l u d e  any l a w f u l  e n t r y  
p e r f e c t e d  under  o r  be ing  main ta ined  i n  compliance with laws 
l e a d i n g  t o  a c q u i s i t i o n  of t i t l e .  

In  view of t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  e s t a t e  of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
d e s c r i b e d  l a n d s ,  s e l e c t e d  pu r suan t  t o  Sec.  1 2 ( a )  o f  ANCSA, 
a g g r e g a t i n g  approximate ly  103,562 a c r e s ,  i s  cons ide red  p rope r  
f o r  a c q u i s i t i o n  by Napakiak Corpora t ion  and i s  hereby  approved 
f o r  conveyance pu r suan t  t o  Sec.  1 4 ( a )  of ANCSA: 

Seward Mer id ian ,  Alaska ( P a r t i a l l y  Surveyed) " 

T.  7  N . ,  R .  72 W .  
Surveyed 
Sec .  1. l o t s  1 and 4 .  NkN4. SEkNEk. NWkSWk. NEkSEk. 

exc lud ing  ~ a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t  F-19048; 
S e c .  2 ,  l o t s  1, 2 ,  3 ,  and 4 ,  N 4 ,  N4S4, exc lud ing  

Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-16906. F-18199, and F-19048: 
Sec .  3 ,  l o t s  1 and 2 ,  N4, SWt, . N ~ s E ~ ,  exc lud ing  ~ a t i v e  

a l l o t m e n t s  F-17231 and F-18199; 
Sec .  9 .  l o t s  1 and 2 .  NEk. N&SEk,' exc lud ing  Nat ive  - 

a l l o t m e n t  F-19049 ; 
Sec .  1 0 ,  l o t s  1, 2 ,  3 ,  and 4 ,  N ? i N W t ,  SWtNwt, e x c l u d i n g  

Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-17231 and F-19049; 
Sec .  11, l o t  1; 

" - ' C  Sec .  7 ,  excl ; .~ding Xat ive  a.llo"L-.ents r - i a ~ 9 9  Pa rce l  B 
2nd F -15437 ;  

S e c .  8 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a 1  lotment F-18437; 
S e c s .  9 t o  1 4 .  i n c l u s i v e :  
Sec .  1 5 ,  exc lud ing  ~ a t i v e  a l l o tmen t s  F-14252 P a r c e l  A 

and F-16339; 
Sec .  1 6 .  e:.:c:ucino Xat ive  a1 loEnent F-17469 P a r c e l  8 ;  
Sec .  i 7 ;  exc lud ing  ANCSA Sec .  3 ( e )  a p p l i c a t i o n  AA-15143; 
Sec .  :8, exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l lo tment  F-16599 P a r c e l  B ;  
Sec .  : 9 ;  
S e c .  2 0 ,  exc lud ing  AXCSA Sec.  3 ( e )  a p p l l c a t i o n  AA-16143 

and P u b l i c  Land Order 2020; 

Sec .  21,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l lo tment  ?-1L987; 
Sec .  2 2 ;  
Secs . 23 t o  26, i n c l u s i v e ,  e:.:c:uding : : i t ive  a l l o i ~ e n t  

2-1  6827; 



S e c s .  27,  28,  and 29; 
S e c .  30 ,  exc lud ing  Native.  a l l o t m e n t s  F-18031 P a r c e l  C 

and F-19198 P a r c e l  A ;  
Secs .  31 and 32;  
S e c .  33 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-15666; 
S e c s .  3 4 ,  35, and 36.. 

Con ta in ing  approximate ly  15 ,597  a c r e s .  

Seward Mer id ian ,  Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T.  9  N . ,  R .  72 W .  
S e c s .  34 and 35. 

Con ta in ing  approximate ly  1 , 2 8 0  a c r e s .  

T .  6  N . ,  R .  73 W. 
Secs .  5  and 6. 

Con ta in ing  approximate ly  620 a c r e s .  

T. 7 N . ,  R .  73 W .  
Secs .  1 and 2 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-13947; - 
Sets. 3 t o  6,  i n c l u s i v e ;  
Sec .  7 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-16191 P a r c e l  B ;  
Secs .  8 ,  9 ,  and 1 0 ;  
Secs .  11 and 1 2 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-13947; 
Sec .  1 3 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-15630, 

F-16599 P a r c e l  A ,  and F-18890; 
Sec.  1 4 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o tmen t  F-18890; 
S e c s .  1 5  t o  1 9 ,  i n c l u s i v e ;  
Sec .  20. exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o tmen t  F-20494 Pa rce l  B :  
S e c s .  2 i  t o  25,  i n c l u s i v e ;  
Sec .  26 ,  exc lud ing  i:ative a l l o t m e n t  F-17467 Pa rce l  A ;  
Sec.  27, exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l1 s tnencs  F-029862, 

F-14173 Pa rce l  A, F-17467 Pa rce l  A ,  and 
F-18869 P a r c e l  A ;  

Sec .  28. exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-029862 and 
F-18869 p a r c e l  A ;  

Sec .  29,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-14390 P a r c e l  B 
and F-20494 Farce1  B ;  

S e c s .  30 ,  31 ,  and 32;  
Sec .  33,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-18869 P a r c e l  A ;  
Sec .  34,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o tmen t s  F-17467 P a r c e l  A : 

and F-18869 Pa rce l  A ;  
S e c s .  35 and 36.  

Conta in ing  approximately  17 ,012  a c r e s .  

S e c .  2 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a1 l o t n e n t  F-17707; 



~ e c .  3 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-13970, 
F-15617, and F-17707.; 

Sec.  9 ;  
Secs .  1 0  and '11, exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-15757 

P a r c e l  A :  
Secs .  1 2  a n d ~ - i 3 ;  
Sec .  1 4 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-17735: 
Sec.  1 5 ;  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-17735 

and F-18870; 
Sec .  1 6 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-18870; 
Sec.  1 7 ,  exc lud ing  U.S. Survey No. 5804; 
Secs .  1 8 ,  1 9 ,  and 20; 
Sec .  21,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t s  F-13484 

and F-18870; 
Sec.  22. e x c l u d i n e  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-17812: ~ ~ -~ ~- - - - ~~ ~, 
S e c s .  23 t o  27,  i n c l u s i v e ;  
Secs .  28 and 29,  exc lud ing  Native a l l o t m e n t  F-18873; 
Secs .  30 t o  36 ,  i n c l u s i v e .  

Con ta in ing  approximately  1 7 , 9 5 3  a c r e s .  

T. 5 N . ,  R .  74 W .  
Secs .  1 and 2 ,  exc lud ing  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-18024; 
Secs .  5 t o  8 ,  i n c l u s i v e ;  
S e c s .  11 t o  1 4 ,  i n c l u s i v e ;  
Secs .  1 7  and 18 .  

Conta in ing  approximately  6,002 a c r e s .  

T .  6 N . ,  R .  74 W .  
Secs .  1 t o  1 2 ,  i n c l u s i v e ;  
Secs .  15 t o  21. i n c l u s i v e ;  
S e c s .  24 ,  25,  and 26; 
Secs .  28 t o  33,  i c c l u s i v e ;  
S e c s .  35  a n d  36. 

Con ta in ing  approximately  15 ,072  a c r e s .  

T .  7 ;i. R 74 1,:. -__~.-___ 
Sec .  1 , exc lud ing  Xat ive  a1 l o t x e n t  F - !  6949 - 

P a r c e l  A ;  
S e c s .  2 t o  1 1 ,  i n c l u s i v e ;  
Sec .  1 2 ,  e x c l s d i n g  Kat ive  a l l o t n e n t s  F-15941 

and F-16949 Parce l  A ;  
Sec.  1 3 ,  e x c l . ~ d i n g  Native n l l o t n e n t  F-L8395; 
S e c s .  1 4  t o  35,  i n c l u s i v e ;  
Sec .  3 6 ,  exc lud ing  Native a l l o t ~ i s n t  F-18878. 

ConEaining a ? z r ~ > : i z a t e l  y 22,021 a c r e s .  



T. 8 N . ,  R .  74 W .  
Sec .  1 3 ;  . . 
S e c s .  24 t o  28, i n c l u s i v e ;  
Sec.  29, exc lud ing  Na t ive  a l l o t m e n t  F-17847; 
Secs .  30 ,  31 ,  and 32;  
S e c s .  33  and 34,  e x c l u d i n g  Nat ive  a l l o t m e n t  

F-15937 P a r c e l  B ;  
Secs .  35 and 36. 

Con ta in ing  approximate ly  8 ,005  a c r e s .  

Aggregat ing approximate ly  103,562 a c r e s .  

Excluded from t h e  above desc r ibed  l ands  h e r e i n  conveyed a r e  t h e  
submerged l a n d s ,  up t o  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h igh  water  mark, benea th  a l l  
w a t e r  bod ie s  determined by t h e  Bureau of Land Management t o  b e  
nav igab le  because they  have been o r  could be used i n  connec t ion  

' w i t h  t r a v e l ,  t r a d e  and commerce. Those wate r  b o d i e s  are i d e n t i f i e d  
on  t h e  a t t a c h e d  n a v i g a b i l i t y  maps, t h e  o r i g i n a l  of which w i l l . b e  
found  i n  easement c a s e  f i l e  F-14901-EE. 

Also  excluded from the above-descr ibed  lands  h e r e i n  conveyed a r e  
l a n d s  covered by t i d a l  wa te r s  up t o  t h e  l i n e  of mean h i g h  t i d e .  
The a c t u a l  l i m i t s  of t i d a l  i n f l u e n c e  f o r  t h o s e  wate r  b o d i e s ,  i f  
a n y ,  w i l l  be  determined a t  t h e  t i m e  of survey .  

A l l  o the r  water  bod ie s  not:depicted a s  nav igab le  on t h e  a t t a c h e d  
maps w i t h i n  t h e  lands  t o  be conveyed were reviewed.  Based on  
e x i s t i n g  ev idence ,  t hey  were determined t o  be nonnavigable .  

The lands  excluded i n  t h e  above d e s c r i p t i o n  a r e  n o t  be ing  approved 
f o r  conveyance a t  t h i s  t ime and have  been excluded f o r  one o r  
more of t h e  fo l lowing  reasons  : Lands a r e  no longe r  under Fede ra l  
j - ~ ~ L s d i c t i o n ;  lands  a r e  under a p p l i c a t i o n s  pending f u r t h e r  a d j u d i -  
ca -<on ;  o r  lands  a r e  pending a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  under S e c .  3 ( e )  of . .-,.- 
A .  These e x c l j s i o n s  do not c o n s t i t u t e  a r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  -- 
s c l e c r i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  s p e c i f  i c a l  i y  s o  s t a t e d .  

Enclosed a r e  cop ie s  of c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  p l a t s  showing t h e  l a n d s  
approved f o r  conveyance a long w i t h  maps showing t h e  nav igab le  
wacer b o d i e s .  

Tne conveyance i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  s u r f a c e  e s t a t e  of  t h e  lands  d e s c r i b e d  
abave s h a l l  c o n t a i n  t h e  fo l lowing  r e s e r v a t i o n  t o  t h e  United 
S t i t e s :  

The s n b s u r f a c e  e s t a t e  t h e r e i n ,  and a l l  r i g h t s ,  p r i v i l e g e s ,  
immunizies,  and a p p r t e n a n c e s ,  of whatsoever n a t u r e ;  
a c c r u i n g  u n t o  s a i d  e s t a t e  pursuant  t o  t he  Alaska i ? a t i v e  
C l a i n s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act of  Decenber 1 8 ,  1971,  43  U . S . C .  
1601,  1 6 1 3 ( f ) .  



� here a r e  no' easements t o  be r e s e r v e d  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  p u r s u a n t  
t o  Sec.  1 7 ( b )  of t h e  Alaska Nat ive  .Claims Se t t l emen t  Act .  . . 
The g r a n t  of t h e  above-descr ibed l a n d s  s h a l l  be  s u b j e c t  t o :  

1. I s s u a n c e  of a p a t e n t  a f t e r  approval  and f i l i n g  by t h e  
Bureau of Land Management of  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p l a t ,  o r  
supplementa l  p l a t ,  of survey  conf i rming t h e  boundary 
d e s c r i p t i o n  and acreage o f  t h e  lands  here inabove  g r a n t e d ;  

2 .  Va l id  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  t h e r e i n ,  i f  any ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  
n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  c r e a t e d  by any l e a s e  ( i n c l u d i n g  a 
l e a s e  i s s u e d  under  Sec.  6 ( g )  of t h e  Alaska S t a t ehood  
Act of J u l y  7,  1958,  48 U.S . C .  Ch. 2 ,  Sec.  6 ( g ) ) ,  
c o n t r a c t ,  p e r m i t ,  r igh t -of -way ,  o r  easement ,  and t h e  
r i g h t  of t h e  l e s s e e ,  c o n t r a c t e e ,  p e r m i t t e e ,  o r  g r a n t e e  
t o  t h e  complete  enjoyment of a l l  r i g h t s ,  p r i v i l e g e s ,  
and  b e n e f i t s  thereby  g r a n t e d  t o  him. Fu r the r ; '  p u r s u a n t  
t o  Sec.  1 7 ( b ) ( 2 )  of t h e  Alaska Nat ive  Claims S e t t l e m e n t  
Act of December 1 8 ,  1971,  4 3  U.S.C. 1601,  1 6 1 6 ( b ) ( 2 )  
(ANCSA), any v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t  r ecogn ized  by ANCSA 
s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  have whatever r i g h t  of a c c e s s  as i s  
now provided f o r  under e x i s t i n g  law; 

3 .  A i r p o r t  l e a s e ,  F-15808, l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  Secs .  1 8  and  1 9 ,  
T .  7  N . ,  R .  72 W . ,  Seward Mer id ian ,  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  
of Alaska,  Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s ,  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  a c t  of May 24, 
1928,  49 U.S.C. 211-214; and  

4 .  Requirements of Sec. 1 4 ( c )  of t h e  Alaska Na t ive  Claims 
S e t t l e m e n t  Act of December 1 8 ,  1971,  43  U.S.C. ;1601,  
1 6 1 3 ( c ) ,  t h a t  t h e  g ran tee  hereunder  convey t h o s e  p o r t i o n s ,  
i f  an? ,  of t h e  lands hereinabo-re g r a n t e d ,  a s  a r e  p r e s c r i b e d  
i n  s a l d  s e c t i o n .  

The v i l l a g e  of :;.i?aiciak i s  e : ; t i t l ed  t o  cznveyance of i i 5 ! 2 0 0  a c r e s  
o f  land s e l e c t e d  pursuant  t o  Sec .  1 2 ( a )  of ANCSA. Toge ther  w i th  
t h e  lands  h e r e i n  approved,  t h e  t o t a l  acreage conveyed o r  approved 
f o r  conveyance i s  a p p r o x i a a t e l y  103 ,562  a c r e s .  The remain ing  
e n t i t l e m e n t  of asproximate ly  11 ,638  a c r e s  w i l l  be conveyed a t  a  
l a t e r  d a t e .  

Pu r suan t  t o  Sec .  1 4 ( f )  of AFZCSA, conveyEnce of t h e  s u b s u r f a c e  
e s t a t e  of t h e  lands  desc r ibed  above s h a l l  be i s s u e d  t o  C a l i s t a  
Corpora t ion  h e n  the  s u r f a c e  e s t a t e  i s  conveyed t o  Xapakiak 
Corporation and s h a l l  be s ,~b :ec t  t o  t h e  sane c o n d i t i o n s  a s  t h e  

. s u r f  a c e  conveyance.  

I n  accordance w L t h  Depar taen ta l  r e g u l a t i o n  4 3  CFK 2 6 5 0 . 7 ( d ) ,  
n o ~ L c e  of t h i s  l ec i sLon  i s  being publ l sked  once i r .  t h e  F e d e r a l  
3 . e . l s t c r  and once a  zeck f o r  fou r  ( 4 )  c o n s c c u t i v ~  ~?e.;ks, i n  e-_- ,.. 
l c n c r a  Drucs . 



Any p a r t y  c l a iming  p rope r ty  i n t e r e s t  i n  l ands  a f f e c t e d  by t h i s  
d e c i s i o n ,  a n  agency of t h e  Federal . ,government ,  o r  r e g i o n a l  corpo-  
r a t i o n  may appea l  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  t h e  Alaska Na t ive  Claims Appeal 
Board,  p rov ided ,  however, pu r suan t  t o  P u b l i c  Law 96-487, t h i s  
d e c i s i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  f i n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of 
t h e  Bureau of Land Management .concerning n a v i g a b i l i t y  of wate r  
b o d i e s .  

Appeals shou ld  be f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  Alaska Nat ive  Claims Appeal 
Board,  P.O. Box 2433, Anchorage, Alaska 99510, w i t h  a copy s e r v e d  
upon bo th  the Bureau of Land Management, Alaska S t a t e  O f f i c e ,  
701 C S t r e e t ,  Box 1 3 ,  Anchorage, Alaska 99513, and t h e  Regional  
S o l i c i t o r ,  510 L S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  100 ,  Anchorage, Alaska 99501. The 
t i m e  l i m i t s  f o r  f i l i n g  a n  appea l  are: 

1. P a r t i e s  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e  of t h i s  d e c i s i o n  s h a l l  have 
30 days from t h e  r e c e i p t  of t h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  f i l e  a n  
a p p e a l .  

2 .  Unknown p a r t i e s ,  p a r t i e s  unab le  t o  be l o c a t e d  a f t e r  
r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t s  have  been e x ~ e n d e d  t o  l o c a t e .  and . -- 

p a r t i e s  who f a i l e d  o r  r e f u s e d  t b  s i g n  t h e  r e t u r n  r e c e i p t  
s h a l l  have u n t i l  MAY 0 5 1982 t o  f i l e  a n  a p p e a l .  

Any p a r t y  known o r  unknown who i s  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h i s  
d e c i s i o n  s h a l l  be deemed t o  have waived t h o s e  r i g h t s  which were 
a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  u n l e s s  a n  appea l  i s  t ime ly  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  
Alaska Nat ive  Claims Appeal Board. 

To avoid summary d i s m i s s a l  of t h e  a p p e a l ,  t h e r e  must be  s t r i c t  
compliance wi th  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  governing such a p p e a l s .  (See 
enc losed  AK Form 2650-4.) 

I f  an appea l  i s  t a k e n ,  t h e  p a r t i e s  t o  he se rved  w i t h  a  copy of 
che n o t i c e  of appeal  a r e :  

:;apakiak Cc r?o ra t ion  
Xapakiak, Alaska 99559 

C a l i s t a  Corpora t ion  
516 Denal i  S t r e e t  
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Act ing C h i e f ,  Branch of 
ANCSA S d j u d i c a t i o n .  



~ n c l o s u r e s  : ' '  

AK Form 2650-4 . , Cy 43 CFR P a r t  4 ,  Subpa r t  J 
P l a t s  
Maps 
Legend 

c c :  
Mr. E a r l e  Wil l iams ( f l p )  
1 7 t h  Coast  Guard D i s t r i c t  
P.O. Box 3-5000 
Juneau,  Alaska 99802 
(w/maps and legend)  

M r .  Rober t  W.  Ward, Commissioner 
Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 

P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  
Pouch Z 
Juneau ,  Alaska 9 9 8 1 1  
(w/maps and legend)  

Mr. Gary Gus ta fson  (CM-RRR) 
Land Exchange/Ent i t lement  Unit  
S t a t e  of  Alaska 
Department of N a t u r a l  Resources 
D iv i s ion  of Research  

and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(wfmaps and legend)  

S t a t e  of Alaska 
Department of K a t u r a l  Resources 
D iv i s ion  of Sesea rch  
and 2e;;r-:o?nent 
?c.;ch 7-005 . 7 . :.- A~cl io ra$e ,  n i a s r . 5  33;;3 
(wlnaps and l egend)  

:Ir. P a t r i c k  P .  Ryan, Deputy Comnissioner ( C H - R R R )  
Xaintenance and Opera t ions  
3 e p a r t z e n t  o f  T r a n s p z r t a t i o n  and 
P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  
Pouch 6300 
Anchorage, :.laska 99502 
(w/=a?s and l egend)  

Alaska Legal S e r v i c e s  Corpora t ion  
615 H S t r e e z ,  S , ~ i t e  100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Deparzrent  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  
F i sh  and !. .Jildlife S e r v i c e  
1011 E s s t  Tcdor Road 
hnchorage,  Alaska 99503 



Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r  
Alaska Nat ive  Claims Appeal Board 
P . O .  Box 2433 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

M r .  John Moses 
Alaska Nat ive  Foundation 
411 West Fourth  Avenue 
S u i t e  314 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Bureau of Land Management 
P.O. Box 666 
B e t h e l ,  Alaska 99559 

DM-A (010) 
(wlmaps and legend)  

AM-M (018) 
(w/maps and legend)  

Chief ,  Branch of Lands (941) 

Ch ie f ,  Branch of O f f i c e  Engineer ing (922) 

Ch ie f ,  Branch of Easement I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  (963) 

F i r e  blanagement (970) 
At tn :  J. C o s t e l l o  

961 :HBurleson:eaj  : 03/31/81 
LIZ5/E -- e a j  : 04/03/81 

e a j  : 05/07/81 
cea :07 /27 /81  

s s :  07/30/81 
~ . l m c * ~ ~ ~ 2 9 / ~ ~  
c e a :  12130181 

ea; : 2 /9 /82  
e a j  :02 /25 /82  
r e rm03 /0b /82  
e a j  :03/09/82 
e a j  :03 /24 /  82 
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FROM : Realty Spec ia l i s t  
HcGrath Resource Area 

Johnson River System 
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Attachment 9 

I n  r e p l y  r e f e r  to :  ' 

F-14873/2651 (102) 

SUBJECT: Kasigluk Easement Meeting 

On September 29. 1975, I met w i t h  the v i l l a g e  o f  Kasigluk t o  discuss 
l o c a l  easement recomnendations. The f o l  lowIng people from the v i l l a g e  
were i n  attendance. 

Yeako S l i m  
John Nicholas 
N ick  K u l i l a  
Joe Nicholas 
Henry Charles 
Tim Hoover 
George Keene 
I r v i n  Br ink  
L e r i  Hoover 
Zacharry Brink, Sr. 
S t e l l a  Br ink  
Ar res ia  Hoover 
V i v ian  M. Beaner 
Sophie Keene 

Le t te rs  were mai led t o  22 agencies e a r l y  i n  1975, requesting t h e i r  
c m e n t s  and recomnendations f o r  l o c a l  easements w i t h i n  the Kasigluk 
v i l l a g e  select ion. 

Easement Recomnendations 

1. T r a i l ,  Kasiguluk t o  Bethel, I was advised t h a t  a winter  t r a i l  
easement would not  be p rac t i ca l ,  s ince the rou te  o f  t r ave l  between 
these v i l l a g e s  i s  dependent upon the  time o f  year, condi t ion o f  
lake  ice. weather and snow condit ions. The v i l l a g e  was opposed t o  
an easement. 

2. Campsite/boat dock / f loa t  plane tie-up. The v i l l a g e  was opposed t o  
t h i s  easement. They f e l t  t h a t  there are adequate facilities f o r  
boat. and f l o a t  plane docking p@sently a t  the v i l l age .  They also 
f e l t  t h a t  they could provide adequate lodging f o r  t rave lers .  It 
should be noted t h a t  i nd i v idua ls  have f i l e d  a l lo tment  appl icat ions 
which occupy r i v e r  frontage f o r  approximately three miles from the 
v i l l age .  



3 .  Tra i l ,  pub l ic  lands t o  Bethel v l a  Kasigluk. The v i l l a g e  was 
opposed t o  t h f s  t r a i l  for  reasons s ta ted  i n  easement reconenda t io r  
number 1, above. 

4. Campsite, Nunapitchuk, i s  no t  w i t h i n  the se lec t ion  area. 

5. Tramway, i s  not  w i t h i n  the v i l l a g e  se lec t ion  area. 

I t  should be noted t h a t  the  State o f  Alaska, D iv i s ion  o f  Lands has 
designated many small 1akes.and streams as navigable w i t h i n  the  selec- 
t i o n  area. They have a l so  requested shorel ine easements f o r  t r a i l  
access along these water bodies. Because o f  the wet tundra character of 
these lands t r a i l s  i n  the area would prove impassible during warm months 
and unnecessary dur ing co ld  months. The v i l l a g e  concurs w i t h  the states 
recomnendations f o r  navigable streams and lakes since a l a rge  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e i r  se lec t i on  i s  innundated. 
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TO : Files 
I 

I 
In reply refer to: 

FROM : Realty Specialist 2650.58 (932) 
F-14914-EE 

S"BIECT: Task Force Meeting on Nunapitchuk. 

The Task Force met on January 15, 1976, to consider easements and 
navigablity on the Nunapitchuk (F-14914) selection. 

The following recommendations were approved by the Task Force: - 
1 Dl, D9, C3 This recommendation is for a 25-foot wide trail 

easement from Bethel to Kasigluk that will link 
?he villages of Kasiglulc, Nunapitchuk and Bethel, 
and provide access to public lands. The Bureau 
of Mines recommendation was for 100-feet. 

This is a recommendation for an existing 50-foot 
tramway for portage between Takslesluk Lake and 
some unnamed lakes to the east of Long Lake 
(Takslesluk Lake). The portage is in Section 2, 
T.lIN., R.76W., SM. There is a possibility of a 
native allotment on the same location. 

7 C4, C5 This is an one acre site easement on the left 
bank of Johnson River in Section 4, T.8N., R.74W. 
This will facilitate use of the river. 

" 
This is an one acre site easement on the right 
bank of Pikmiktalik River in Section 19, T.lON., 
R.73W., S.M. This will facilitate use of the 
river. 

/ 9C4, C5 This is an one acre site easement recommendation 
adjacent to the north end of easement #6 in Sec- 
tion 2, T.llN., R.76W., S.M. This would facilitate 
use of the tramway and give access to public waters. 

4 -f?< ! 10 C4 This recommendation is for a 25-foot streamside 
easement on the Johnson River. This is a highly 
significant river for recreation, substance and 
general travel in the area. 

This recommendation is for a 25-foot streamside 
easement on the Pikmiktalik River. This is a 
highly significant recreational river. 

Buy U.S .  Slz t~i irg~ Botlds R c g i t l : ~ r i ~  on r l t  P.zyoll S,~vi t ]gs  I'lan 



This recommendation is for a 25-foot streamside 
easement on the canal system between Nunapitchuk 
and Kasigluk. This canal is heavily used by both 
villages for all purposes of travel. 

This recommendation is for a 25-foot streamside 
easement along identifiable channels of the 
Johnson River-lake system leading to the portage 
into Long Lake (Takselsluk Lake). This recommend- 
ation also applies to the deficiency area on the 
west end of Takselsluk Lake where short portages 
exist between small lakes west of Long Lake. These 
portages serve a route between the Johnson River 
area and Baird Inlet. 

The following recommendation was - not approved by the ETF: 

This was a recommendation for a 10-acre site ease- 
ment at the village of Nunapitchuk. The village 
was opposed as they have a guest house there. An 
alternate location downriver woul.d.avoid village 
conflict. Alternate locations were approved by 
the Task Force along the Johnson and Pikmiktalik 
Rivers. 

The following recommendations were not considered: 

A trail from Kasigluk to the west, outside the 
selection area. 

4 D9 A site easement at Kasigluk, outside the selection 
area. 

The following water bodies were considered to be navigable by reason 
of travel, trade and commerce: 

1. Johnson River upstream from its mouth to Nunapitchuk and Kasigluk. 

2. A canal (slough) system between Nunapitchuk and Kasigluk. 

The following were considered and found - not to be navigable: 

1. Johnson River north of Nunapitchuk and Kasigluk 
2 .  The lake system through which the Johnson River passes north of 

the two villages mentioned above. 
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In reply refer to: 
2650.58 (932) 
F-14873-EE 

SUBJECr: Task Force Meeting on Kasigluk. 

navigability on the Kasigluk (F-14873) selection. 
The Task Force met on January 15, 1976, to consider easements and 

This selection is subject to S.O. 2987. 

The following recommendations approved by the ETF: 

1 C3, D9, Dl This recommendation is a 25-foot trail from Kasigluk 
to Bethel. This will link the villages and public 
waters. 

3 C3 This was a recommendation for a 100-foot easement. The 
Task Force modified it to approve a 25-foot trail ease- 
ment from Kasigluk to the public land west of Kasigluk. 

6 C4. C5 This recommendation is for an one-acre site and 25-foot 
trail easement. The site is located adjacent to the 
existing airport lease south of Kasigluk with the trail 
to the Johnson River. 

7 C4, C5 This is a recommendation for a streamaide easement on 
the Johnson River. This will facilitate use of the river 
which is a heavily traveled route in this area. The 
easement is 25-feet along each bank and the bed of the 
stream above Kasigluk where It is not navigable. 

8 C4, C5 This is a recommendation for a streamside easement on, 
the canal (slough) system between Kasigluk and Nunapitchuk. 
'This easement is for 25-feet along each bank which will 
facilitate use of the river. The bed is not included as 
this system is considered to be navigable. 

9 C4, C5 This recommendation for a streamside linear easement 
25-feet (both banks and the bed) north from Ka~igluk, 
along the stream draining Kyigayalik Lake toward the 
portage east toward Baird Inlet. This portage goes 
through Takselsluk Lake (Long take). 



The following recommendation was not approved by the Task Force: 

2 D9 This was a recommendation for a 10-acre site easement. 
The Task Force rejected this and substituted recommend- 
ation R6 which was a better location. 

The following recommendations were not considered: 

4 D9 A campsite in Nunapitchuk, outside the selection area. 

5 D9 A tramway, outside the selection area. 

Navigable waters were discussed with the Johnson River and the Slough 
(Canal) System between Kasigluk and Nunapitchuk being determined navi- 
xable due to travel. trade and conrmerce. No tidal waters in this ares. 
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In reply refer to: 
2650.58 (932) 
F-14835-EE 

SUBJECT: Easement Task Force Meeting on Atmautluak. 

On January 15, 1976, the Easement and Navigability Task Force met to 
consider easements and navigable waters for the village of Atmautluak. 

The selected lands for this village are subject to Secretarial Order 2987. 

Navigable waters were discussed and the following rivers were considered 
to be navigable due to travel, trade and commerce: the Johnson River 
through the selection area to the village of Kasigluk, the Pikmiktalik 
River, which flows into the Johnson River, to the village of Atmautluak. 

The following easements were approved by the Task Force: 
1 D9, Dl This recommendation is for a 25-foot wide trail. The 

trail actually runs from Kasigluk to Bethel and passes 
through this selection area in route. It provides ac- 
cess between villages and access to public lands and 
waters. 

This recommendation is for a one-acre site easement 
located in Section 4 or 5, T.8N., R.74W., S.M., on 
the left bank of the Johnson River. This site pro- 
vided a storage area for gravel used in the construc- 
tion of the Kasigluk airport. This operation which 
was authorized by special land use permit #213, left 
a gravel pad that will provide a good campsite area 
in this low, swampy land. 

This recommendation is for a 25-foot wide streamside 
easement along each bank of the Johnson River and on 
the bed of the stream north of Kasigluk. The Johnson 
River is one of the most comonly used travel routes 
for general travel and recreation in the area. 

This recommendation is for a 25-foot wide streamside 
easement on the Pikmiktalik River. This stream is 
another of the most commonly traveled routes in the 
area, therefore, it is a highly significant stream 
for recreation and other purposes of general travel. 
The easement is to be on each side of the stream, 
plus the bed of the stream in areas where the stream 
is not navigable, such as the area north of Atmautluak. 

B I I ~  U.S. Savmgs Bonds Regularly on the Pa3 6 II Sav 4,k.e -' ESP$ 
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This recommendation is for a one-acre site easement 
located in Section 31, T.llN., R.72W., S.M., on the 
left bank of the Pikmiktalik River. This site is to 
facilitate the use of the Pikmiktalik River as a 
route to and from public lands. 

12 C4, C5 This recommendation is for a one-acre site easement 
on the left bank of the Pikmiktalik River in Section 
35, T.9N.. R.73W.. S.M. This easement is to facili- 
tate the use of the river, as it is a heavily traveled 
route to and from public land. 

13 C4, C5 This recommendation is for a streamside easement on 
the identifiable channels of travel or portage between 
Baird Inlet and Takselsluk Lake (also known as Long 
Lake). This route is the route between the Johnson 
River drainage, which Kasigluk is located on, and the 
Baird Inlet area. The exact locations of the channels 
and portages on this travel route are not well known, 
but the intent of this easement is to reserve an ease- 
ment on those areas used in fact on the ground. The 
areas of this portage that are in the Atmautluak sel- 
ection area are relatively low down on the portage 
system and the Johnson River probably covers most of 
this area. The other parts of the portage are 
identified on the Nunapitchuk selecton area. 

The following easements wer not considered because they were outside the 
selection area: 

2 D9 This is a trail from Bethel to Tuntutuliak along the 
Kuskokwim River. 

3 C3, D9 A trail from Bethel to Tuntutuliak. 

4 C3 A road from Bethel to the BIA site outside. Bethel. 

5 D9 A campsite in the Kasigluk selection area. 

6 D9 A campsite in the Nunapitchuk selection area. 

A campsite in the Napakiak selection ar a. 

wPL*M4d- 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED EASEMENT RECOMi4ENDATIONS 
FOR THE VILLAGE OF KASIGLUK 

Pursuant t o  the  regulat ions i n  43 CFR 2650.4-7, no t ice  i s  hereby pro- 
vided o f  pub l i c  easements i d e n t i f i e d  on lands selected by Kasigluk 

A , z  Incorporated (Kasigl  uk). 
\ .  

Subject t o  v a l i d e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  the fo l low ing described lands w i l l  be 
conveyed i n  the near future. These lands are  on ly  a p o r t ~ p n  o f  the 
t o t a l  selected lands which are shownon the enclosed maps: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska. (Pro t rac tedr  

T. 7 N., R. 77 W. 
sect ions 1-8 

T. 8 N.. R. 77 M. 
sect ions 3-11. 13-36 

T. 9 N., R. 77 W. 
sections 1-3, 10-15, 22-27, 34-36 

T. 9. N., R. 76 W. 
sect ions 1-33 

T. 9 N., R. 75 W. 
sections 1-36 

T. 10 N., R. 77 w. 
sect ions 1-2, 11-15, 22-27, 34-36 

T. 10 N., R. 76 W. 
sect ions 1-36 

T. 10 N., R. 75 W. 
sect ions 6-9, 13-36 

The fo l lowing easenients are hereby reco~tln~ended f o r  i nc lus ion  i n  the 
conveyance document uner the provisions o f  sect ion 17(b)  o f  the Alaska 
Nat ive Claints Settlenlent Act o f  Decen~ber 18. 1971: 





Navigabi l i ty :  

I t  has been determined tha t  the Johnson RIver and the Slough (canal) 
System between Kdsigluk and Nunapitchuk are navigable due t o  t ravel ,  
t rade and comnerce. There are no t i d a l  waters i n  t h i s  area. 

This not ice does not cover s tatutory reservations such as rai l roads, 
ditches, canals, telegraph 1 ines o r  granted r igh ts -o f  -way. 

Wri t ten comnents must be f i l e d  w i th  the Jo in t  Federal-State Land Use 
Planning Comnissfon o f  Alaska, 733 \,lest Fourth Avenue, Suite 400, 
Anchorage. Alaska 99501. no l a t e r  than OEC 2 2 6 . A copy o f  any 
comnents should also be sent t o  the State Oirecto?, Bureau o f  Land 
Management. 555 Cordova Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 

Curt is Y. McVee 
State Director 



. 
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trmol. trade. or c-rcc: 
a a  to l lwiag  %*stet b o w  *Are waaidercd 

a i o  -tic& d096 not cwm t t a t u t o q  reaervaeio~to mc)1 as r ~ i l r o d s .  
dtcc!. uumla. talesrcpb 1%~- or grazted r5g':ts-of-way. 

Krittcn c c e ~ u t s  ~ a r s t  ha S F l o d  with tire Jot* F d e r a l - S t ~ t e  f a d  i k a  
P & x m ~ f ~  W d s o i o n  o i  .Us.&a, 733 lloot Fourth E.~CFYZI ,  2 1 3 . t ~  GW. i\-?c>or~zo. 
Uasb 9'J5!31. no later t ! ~ w  g -- . A en?? of x r n  c o m t s  
ghwrld also be cent to Cue State Eir.wtor, -Srwoail 02 . a d  :'kc~gm@!~t, 
555 Cor&we Stror t .  Aqcjrorazn, Alrsl;a 99531. 
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Public SerPice (Fairbanks) 

H b l i c  Somice (941) - ,, - ,  
F-14695-A (Anch) (2651) 
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.FD STATES GOVERR( NT 

Use - routing symbols whenever 
possible. 

Use brief, informal language. 
Conserve space. 

Subject : Forward original and one copy. 

' &; / ;VW/U/L~W~/&~- - /#Y/~-  
copy, return one copy. 

/ ~ Q - Z / ~ L  / / X  6 ' / ~ , 5 ' 7 ~  -&-&-) 
DATE OF MESSAGE 

From : 
k> 

CD- 
I 

-FOLt- 
INITIAL MESSAGE 
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Attachment 17 

REPLY MESSAGE 

The navigability information in easement files F-14835-EE (Atmautluak, Ltd.), F-14873-EE 
'Kasigluk, Ltd.) and F-14914-EE (Nunapitchuk, Ltd.) has been reviewed. We concur with the 
leteminations that Johnson River through the three selections, the slough system between the 
.illages of Nunapitchuk and Kasiqluk, and Pikmiktalik River between the Kuskokwim River and- 
he village of Atmautluak are navigable for the purposes of travel, trade and commerce. In 
ddition, we recommend that Nunavakanukakslak Lake, Kayigyalik (Nunavak Anukslak or Kyiqaylik: 
ake and two unnamed lakes, one in T.lON, R.74W, S.M. (Sec. 30 includes part of the lake) and 
he other in T.lON, R.75W, S.M. (Sec. 27 incluaes part of the lake), be determined navioable. 
ohnson River merges with and also drains each of these lakes. Our review of all other 
ivers, creeks, lakes and sloughs within the three village selections did not produce evidencc 
hat any of these water bodies were naviqable in fact, or susceptible to navigation at the 
ime Alaska became a State. 
In the Atmautluak selection area six larqe unnamed lakes in T.9N. ION. llw, R.73W, S.M.,  -, 

yiavakanukakslak Lake. Johnson River, and ~ikmiktalik River in its.entirety have been 
(continued) DATE OF REPLY I Roullq Symbol 

I 

b : Resources (932) 

,i .; A 
t i  ri i a.;t-ti.7.v / 21 January 19e0 ( 
2 I ,  SIGNATURE OF REPLIER 

963 

~; , e,.. i 
I " , . ,  .,. ; TITLE OF REPLIER 
.." i, ,.+? .? ;, k . ,1 , , &. ... ,*., : <:, 2 
; .. ( flistorian 

OPTIONAL FORM 27 
2. TO BE RETURNED TO ORIGINATOR JULY 1973 GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 



Easement file F-14835-EE (Atmautluak, Ltd.) 
Easement file F-14873-EE (Kasigluk, Ltd.) 
Easement file F-14914-EE (Nunapitchuk, Ltd.) 
Page 2 

identified as navigable on the State of Alaska Water Delineation 
Maps. In the Munapitchuk selection area Nunavakanukakslak Lake, 
Kayigyaii:; Lake, TBkslesluk Lake, Nunavakpak Lake, unnamed lakes 
centered in T.lON, R.74W, Sec. 30, S.M.; T.8N, R.76W, Sec. 32, R.77W, 
Sec. 36, S.M.; T.7N, R.76W, Sec. 33,  S.M., Kutukhun River, Meroyuk 
River,'Pikmiktalik River, and Johnson River (including an arm from 
the village of Nunapitchuk to Nunavakanukakslak Lake) have been 
identified as navigable on the State of Alaska Water Delineation 
Maps. In the Xasigluk selection area Nunavakpak Lake, l@kslesluk 
Lake, Kayigyalik Lake, unnamed lakes centered in T.lON, R.7QW, 
Sec. 30, S.M.; T.lON, R.75W, Sec. 27, S.M.; T.llM, R.76W, Sec. 23, 
S.M.; T.8N, R.75W, Sec. 32, R.77W, Sec. 36, S.M.; Meroyuk River, 
and Johnson River have been identified as navigable on the State of 
Alaska Water Delineation Maps. 

Johnson River, the slough system between Nunapitchuk and 
Kasigluk, and ~ikmi?clik River to the village of Atvautluak have 
historically been used for travel, trade and commerce. At least 
since tha 19'40's several Kuskokwim River freight companies have 
transported supplies on barges, scows and lighters up these three 
water bodies to the villages. Transport by water has been reported 
between Kasigluk and Nunachuk, a village located along a fork of 
the Johnson River about five miles northwest of Kasigluk. In 1959 
appeared a report on moving the church from Nunachuk to Kasigluk on 
a log raft towed by other boats. The upper reaches of the 215-mi1.e 
long Johnson River, outside of these village selection areas, is 
part of an access route known as the Yukon-I<usl~okwim Portage that 
connects the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers. 

All other rivers, including theKonqeruP and Kukthlak Rivers in 
the Atmautluak selection area, the Pikmiktalik River north of the 
village of Atmautluak, the Meroyuk River in both the Nunapitchuk 
and Kasigluk selection areas,.and the Kutukhun River in the 
Nunapitchuk selection area were investigated and determined not 
navigable. Each of the named rivers is under forty miles long and 
fol.lows a meandering course through the flat, poorly drained, wet 
tundra environment. No evidence has been found to document historic 
cse of any of these rivers by boats for commercial purposes. Today, 
some sport fishing and subsistence use of these rivers is reported. 
The lower reaches of the Johnson and Pikmiktalkik Rivers, however, 
are the major fishing spots used by area residents. 

Within these three selection areas are numerous small unnamed lakes 
and ponds and seueral'large lakes including 'I$kslesluk Lake, 
Nunavakpak Lake, Munavakanukakslak Lake and Kayigyalik Lake. 
Nunavakanukal~slck Lake, Kayigyalik Lake, and unnamed lakes centered 
in T.lON, R.74W; Sec. 30, S.M. and T.lON, R.751i, Sec. 27, S.M. are 
interasected by Johnson River, a navigable stream, and have been 
used for travel, trade and commerce. Most of the lakes in the region 



Easement f i l e  P-14835-EE (Atmautluak,  L t d . )  
Easement f i l e  P-14873-EE (Kas ig luk ,  L td . )  
Easement f i l e  F-14914-EE (Nunapitchuk, Ltd.1 
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a r e  thaw l a k e s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  poor  w a t e r  d r a i n a g e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
o f  t h e  lowland d e l t a  srea. Two of t h e  l a r g e  named l a k e s ,  
Nunavakpak and T a k s l e s l u k  Lakes,  are land- locked.  These and  o t h e r  
l a r g e  l a k e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a p p e a r  s u i t a b l e  f o r  f l o a t  p l a n e  t r a f f i c .  
Evidence i n  t h e  case f i l e  and h i s t o r i c  r e c o r d s  i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  u s e  o f  l a k e s  and ponds i n  t h e  t h r e e  s e l e c t i o n  a r e a s ,  
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e  l a k e s  i n t e r e s e c t e d  by t h e  Johnson R i v e r ,  
h a s  been f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  and l i m i t e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e .  These 
l a k e s  are n o t  n e a r  l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  o r  n e a r  c o m q e r c i a l l y  
v a l u a b l e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  and t h e  s h o r e s  are n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  
r e s i d e n c y  o r  commercial development.  The v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  are 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  w i t h i n  a s m a l l  area c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as m o i s t  t u n d r a  as 
opposed t o  t h e  w e t  t u n d r a  a r e a  t h a t  su r rounds  them. The v i l l a g e s  
a r e  reached by f l o a t  p l a n e ,  by b a t  from t h e  Kuskokwim R i v e r  v i a  
t h e  Johnson and 1-ower P i k m i k t a l k i k  R i v e r s ,  and by a n  o v e r l a n d  
w i n t e r  t r a i l  f i o n  B e t h e l .  S u b s i s t e n c e  is t h e  major  economic 
a c t i v i t y .  
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Attachment 18 

Prom: Raalty S p a c i d i s t  

Subjact: Ra-review, Navigability Racomendacions 

Nc. k a t e t t e r ,  Branch of Basement Idrotif icetion,   la^ dtlk reprasantatlf 
of t h  Vll lagaa of h r ~ ~ p i t e h u k  aud Atmrrrtluak on 3/27/80 st ihrMpitchuk. 
u* obtdzwl data trcw them relathg to  use af waterbodbe in th. Munapitc 
Wigluk - AhDi l l f t lwk  afw.  The data wao provided in hand-wit- 
f o w t  *a this office slon~ with a requcrat t o  re-evaluate prevbun BLH 
recaPmmdations on naPigabUty for Nrmapitchuk, along with an annotatad 
mnp. But the r*risw Mioatad that  chPageu vould d u o  be necessary for  
the Kasigluk and AtnuutlurL ~oleCtimi5. 

Ths waterbodi~o dfscup~ud in tir. Hsrscattet's soterr ere addreused in 
that  order below: 

I) PikmilrtrlFL Bivsr - The prmioue recoxmendation w r u  tbat thl. 
river be constdared navigable to the QFllega of Ataautlualr, since this 
was the point ro which barge t r a f f l a  had gone. Mr.  Johnson, a s to lv  
owner at bunaucluak, wor th. rivar t o  transport good. batween Atmautlud 
end Nuaapitcltuk. Such traffio on a waterbody i n  thi. lov-Lying. heavily 
waterad 4re4 i s  bdievod t o  ehar that c-teial traffic b e c u a  the two 
v-m is being conductad by U. Joiuson and X see- that ath.r 
vil;lagora w e  tha mute  for  t ravel  batween the two villagas. 

Uoo of other portions of the P ~ t o l i k  River vas cired by native 
repnurentarives present a t  the meeting. Thesa uaes -re aubsietenca 
uaor of the r iver  northerly of Armautlualr. No data ware supplied to  ilLM 
s p ~ i f p i n g  the types of boats used, t4a p a r i d e  of usg or i f  specific 

I could ffnd no major connea;iolu batwean tho J o b a n  lUver and the 
P i k m i k t a l i k  River cg ths US@ 1;63,360 or 1:250.000 quadrangles, e x c e p b  
as diocwsed k, para raph (1) of tlria section. ~ ~ ~ w " L E .  
& & ~ & A - v - - I L . M ~ A ~ & ~ - ~  

2 )  Unnamed elough southerly of Icpigayalik Lab and Nutlr~akpak Lakt 
Tha uaos deafxibed by the Hativd idarrpcnts and tbo pr%swce of a camp 
on rhe u n n d  dough (which I assma hao bean used seasonally ovar e 
period of the) indicatsa rirera is s e a d  t r a f f i c  on the waterbody 
whlch is eimFLar to  rraPfic batvaen vil lages. 



3) Nunevakpek Lata - Tho lake, as shown on the mapa in the caaef i la ,  
io an i n t o g t a l  p a r t  of a t ravel  routs f r m  tha village of Hunapitchuk to  
seasozmlly used aubsFataacs areas and one camp. The t r a f f i c  is considered 
eimilar to  that vhich might be Jom between villages. 

In addition, the presance of a a p r i n ~  a d  grave s i t e  (e l )  i n  shorn on 
clre northerly s o r e  uf tho l h  at  tho inlet from the unnamad elough 

.discussed i n  (2) above. 

4 )  U d  dough d lakes aton6 the southerly shore of Nwvakwk 
hlro - Tbu lohos a m  uad reasonally ffo eubeubtence p w 8 o s .  Ho 
identificati im of seasonal caup eite6 on these lakes were i d a n t i f b d  by 
the Native kr fo rsa~ ta  on the map vhicb warr annotated a t  the maating. 

A saasonal camp site is shown ou rka mYraPtod slough on tha southerly 
shore of the Nunavalrpak Lake, M Is o w  on an unnamed slough oa the 
vesterly ahore of the lake. mia slougb ha# not b e m ~  annotated on the 
rap M o m  t h  Haziwm consider navigabh, nor h i t  discussed in Hr. 
Karetetter 's  v r l t t en  notes. 

5 )  Other - Tvo otbar area6 on the map, i n  the core tamship for 
Nunapitchuk, were sleo considered navigable by Native psoplea a t  the 
m e t i n g  and are so colored an the map. 

The notthesly area is actually a portion of t l u n e v a k a n ~ l a k  Lab.  
wbich was raroDPsuuled t o  be connidaxad d g a b l u  in the laat  report on 
this selection prepared by thi. office.  

The a o u t b r l y  area is r slot& system Wch inrsrconnects wi th  the 
Joiu~son IUver, which was also reconimsnded t o  be conaidered navigable i u  
the report. 

llasod on the data furaishad to  tha BLX a t  the ma4ring at Hunnpitchuk, I 
beJFave certain r a c o ~ a t i o n s  nade in the prevlout rapott  by thia 
o f f i ce  should be modified t o  recormad that  additional water arem be 
conalderad d g a b l e .  They are more f u l l y  dencrlbad i n  the sumary 
section balm.  

'the rationale for  the recouuaadationa is that t r a f f i c  of a corsl~srcial 
area h a  occurred on a regular baala  over one (a atratch of the Pikmuktalik 
Uver) and in additiou uae of the waterway by vi l lagars  travelling to 
semi-yerm~ntmt ewsonal camps lms occurred on a regular bash .  Considering 
these canrf, bitea aa "villager" used on a eoaeonal baais. I coaaidar the 
t r a f f i c  on the vaterarays the name aa t r a f f i c  batween villages. 

i . 1 ~  recousnondationa on waterways in these aelsction areas a r e  included in 
the alumnary below. 



After receiving and analyaing th data provided to  this off ice  by M r .  
Karntettcrr ,  I r aconwd th8t the racouuaendationu previously made by thir 
office be &id a# foUoua: 

1) The P i h d k t a . U k  Blver be considered also navigable from Bt~oeutluak, 
in Sscfion 20. T9N, B73W, SH westerly through Saction 7 of this tawnshtp. 
Only Llut porticm of the river i n  tho aouthprlp h a l f  of Saetion 7 is 
included in this raconaatldation and & tha t  portion Ln norchsrly 
half. 

2) Thm wmmaed slough w U c h  begins in Section 22 TUN, U5W, SH, 
jut abop. th. abandoned vilhga of b l W u L ,  and which travwees 
Seutiom 21, 16. 17, 18, 19, 20, 29 and 30 o f  thfD Coansbip; Srctisaa 
24, 25, 26, Pad 35, 'PIOII, R76W, 9Bt; Section 1, 2, 10, Xi, 11, 13. s, '.. 

l5, 16, 2l, d 22, l'9fi. R76W. W1 d ?au%ion 28, T W ,  876W, a, dare ': 

it entare B&uvakp& L*t, be eonoiderod navig.hle. 

3) Munav&p& L.k. b* conriderrd navi@bLe, since its bed is par t  
of tlla w&Ur eyetam involved in travel from Aearsutluak and Nunapichuk t o  

, I -  
aeaaonrl cmpa. ! 

! 

4) Tbs mnmmd slougb i n  SecfLomt 26 aad 35, TEN. R76W. SM and \ 

N u n a y h u k a s & k  L a b .  be twtd ae such (it i a  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  do on 
the blue ilne -pier of USGB lr69,300 quadranglaa), and fo l lovhg 
d r h  rocormumiations of t h b  off ic r ,  ba treated as apvigabla. 

6) T h  unaemad slough eyetea intar-eating w i t h  the Johnson 
Rivet d ahown on tha maps in S a ~ t i a n n  22, 27, a d  28, T9N. %74W, SH be 
treated am o t b r  aimflar intercoanaetd slougbs of vrtarbodiea considered 
navigable and treetcd a* navigable. 

bodlea ahovn on the . . n P ~ i B M i i ~  
n a e r e o w  present a t  9 s . n f G . a t  ~ m a p i ~ h a  be con- 4- -F 
sidered =mvi&.+ocawB,th.- usr made on than ie  not o t  a type that  
i e  comnrcial or re$ satha way use on the other uaterbarlieci fn the 
area i a  made. 3 travel i>me_on them, but not from v-ge fo 
~w~nP?.~.caqb~uau(  regularly by v i l l ages  in the 
am€+----- 

Other -- 
This araa ie o m  of little land, much uatas and scanty data on we. 

  he phyeical relationehip of land a d  water areaa i a  d i f f i cu l t  t o  follov 
on printed, unannotatad USOS 1:63,300 quadrangloa, aad even herder on 
the blue-line wpios i n  the cosafile. 



I boliene t h e  tbe dampea raammmdad abuve are hdlcorive of W e ,  and 
are nacasaary .in li& of tlur data fwnia iad  to BIB. 

I s /  Sl~rman Berg 

cc: Ja Antonson-lbhr (932) 

932:SDerg:cb:6/3/80:r5069 
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Mr. Robert Nick, Chairman ' Attachment 19 
Nunapitchuk Limited 
Nunapitchuk, Alaska 99541 

Dear Mr. Nick: 

My staff briefed me on your board's comments reqarding the 
proposed easements at Nunapitchuk. I have considered your 
views and after applying applicable regulatory standards 
have reached the following conclusions: 

a. (EIN 1 C3, Dl, D9) Retain this twenty-five 
(25) foot winter-use trail easement as proposed. 

b. (EIN 7 C4, C5) Delete this one (1) acre 
site easement. The site was located within a 
Native allotment. 

c. (EIN 8 C4, C5) Retain this one (1) acre site 
easement as proposed. 

d. (EIN 16 C5) Retain this easement for the 
existing Alaska Village Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., power plant site as proposed. 

e. (EIN16a C5) Delete this twenty (20) foot 
wide easement for the proposed powerline to 
Kasigluk. 

f. (EIN 16b C5) Delete this twenty (20) foot 
wide easement for the proposed powerline to 
Atmautluak. 

The Draft State Directors Memo (DSDM) for the village of 
Nunapitchuk did not include an easement for the existing 
powerline from Nunapitchuk to Kasigluk. The easement for 
the existing powerline will be included in the Final State 
Directors Memo for easements. 

Additional information, provided at the meeting, concerning 
navigability has been reveiwed by our Division of Resources. 
Based on this information the following water bodies, plus 
those determined navigable in the DSDM, are determined 
navigable. 



The Pikmiktalik River where it connects wi th  
t h e  in terconnect ing unnamed lake  system between 
Nunavakanukakslak Lake and t h e  Johnson River i n  
Sec. 12, T .  9 N., R. 74 W:, Seward Meridian 
downstream t o  Atmautluak is determined navigable.  

Su f f i c i en t  information was n o t  obtained t o  
determine t h e  upstream por t ion  of t h e  Pikmiktal ik 
River navigable. I f  add i t iona l  information i s  
obtained, dur ing review of t h e  Atmautluak 
s e l ec t i on ,  t o  change t h e  remaining por t ion  t o  
navigable t h e  acreage a f f ec t ed  w i l l  be excluded a t  
t h e  time of t h e  survey. 

The unnamed slough and lake  system from j u s t  nor th  
of  t h e  abandoned s i t e  of Nunachuk t o  where it 
e n t e r s  Nunavakpak Lake i s  determined navigable.  
Subject  slough and l ake  system t r ave r se s  Secs.  16,  
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 and 30, T.  10 N . ,  R .  75 W . ,  
Seward Meridian; Secs. 24, 25, 26, 35 and 36, 
T.  10 N . ,  R .  76 W . ,  Seward Meridian; and Secs. 1, 
2,  10 ,  11, 12 ,  13, 14, 15, 16 ,  21, 22 and 28, 
T. 9 N . ,  R.  76 W . ,  Seward Meridian. 

Nunavakpak Lake is determined navigable.  

The unnamed slough from t h e  camp loca ted  
i n  t h e  SW4S% Sec. 1, T. 7 N . ,  R.  76 W . ,  Seward 
Meridian t o  where it en t e r s  Nunavakpak Lake i n  
Sec. 26, T. 8 N . ,  R .  76 W . ,  Seward Meridian i s  
determined navigable.  

Two unnamed lakes  i n  Secs. 30, 31, 32 and 33, 
T. 8 N . ,  R.  76 W . ,  Seward Meridian and Secs. 25, 
26, 35 and 36, T.  8 N . ,  R. 77 W . ,  Seward Meridian 
a r e  determined navigable.  Also considered 
navigable i s  t h e  unnamed slough between t h e  
aforementioned lakes  and Nunavakpak Lake 
t r ave r s ing  Secs. 27, 28, 29 and 30, T. 8 N., 
R .  76 W . ,  Seward Meridian. 

The in terconnect ing unnamed slough and l ake  
systems between Nunavakanukakslak Lake and t h e  
Johnson River i n  Tps. 9 and 10 N.!  R .  73 W . ,  
Seward Meridian i s  determined navigable. 

The in terconnect ing slough and lake system of 
the Johnson River located  i n  Secs. 27 and 
28, T.  9 N . ,  R .  74 W . ,  Seward Meridian i s  
determined navigable.  



Until I have the benefit of the State of Alaska's 
comments the foregoing should not be considered final. 

Sincerely yours, 

Id Robert D. h o l d  

Robert D. Arnold 
Assistant to the State 
Director for ANCSA 

CC : 
Mr. Oscar Kawagley, President 
Calista Corporation 
516 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
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To: Chief, Division of ANCSA Operations (960) 

From: SD 

Subject: Final Easements for the Village of Nunapitchuk 

The easement staff met on April 19, 1979, to conform the final 
easement recommendations and consider major waterway and naviga- 
bility recommendations for lands selected by the village of 
Nunapitchuk. Of those recommendations, my decisions are as follows: 

MAJOR WATERWAYS: 
Rajor waterways were discussed. The Johnson River was considered 
to be major throughout the selection including Nunavakanukakslak 
Lake and the slough system between Nunapitchuk and Kasigluk. The 
Johnson River and Nunavakanukakslak Lake provide the prlmary 
intervillage surface transport route between villages to public 
lands and waterways and is a main route to the Yukon River. The 
slough serves as an access route to the left branch of the Johnson 
River which flows from Kyigayalik Lake. This lake serves as a 
major access route to Baird Inlet. 

The PikmiMalik River is major throughout the Atmautluak selection 
and is considered to be major where it extends into a small 
portion of the core townshlp of Nunapitchuk. The river provides 
access to public lands beyond the Nunapitchuk and Atmautluak 
selections. 

NAVIGABILITY: 

The following water bodies are determined to be navigable due 
to present and historic uses in connection with travel in 
trade and commerce: 

The Johnson River and its interconn~cting sloughs 
throughout the selection. 

Nunavakanukakslak Lake 

Nunavakpak Lake 

The Pikmiktalik River where it flows from the interconnecting 
unnamed lake system between Nunavakanukakslak Lake and 
the Johnson River in Sec. 12, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward 
Meridian downstram to Atmautluak. 



The unnamed lake in Secs. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 18, T. 10 N., 
R. 74 W., Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed slough from where it flows from the aforementioned 
unnamed lake in Sec. 7 to its confluence with the Johnson 
River in Sec. 17, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed lake in Secs. 19, 20, 29, 30, 31 and 32, 
T. 10 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed slough from where it flows from the afore- 
mentioned unnamed lake in Sec. 31, T. 10 N., R. 74 W:, 
Seward Meridian to its confluence with the Johnson Rlver 
in Secs. 16 and 17, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian. 
Subject slough traverses Sec. 31, T. 10 N., R. 74 W. and 
Secs. 5, 6, 8, 9, 16 and 17, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward 
Meridian. 

The unnamed slough from where it flows from Nunavakanukakslak 
Lake in Sec. 28, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian to 
its confluence with the aforementioned unnamed slough near 
the village of Nunapitchuk in Sec. 5, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., 
Seward Meridian. Subject slough traverses Secs. 28, 32 
and 33, T. 910 N., R. 74 W. and Sec. 5 ,  T. 9 N., R. 74 W., 
Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed slough (canal) and lake system from the 
unnamed slough near the village of Nunapitchuk to its 
confluence with the Johnson Rlver at the village of 
Kasiglak. Subject slough traverses Sec.. 6, T. 9 N., 
R. 74 W., and Secs. 1 and 12, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward 
Meridian. 

The unnamed lake system between Nunavakanukakslak Lake and 
the Johnson River in Sec. 31, T. 10 N., R. 73 W.; Secs. 34, 
35 and 36, T. 10 N., R. 74 W.; and Secs. 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 36, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., 
Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed slough beginning in Sec. 1, T. 7 N., R. 76 W., 
Seward Meridian to where it flows into Nunavakpak Lake 
in Sec. 26, T. 8 N.,! R. 76 W., Seward Meridian. Subject 
slough traverses Secs. 1 and 2, T. 7 N., R. 76 W:, and 
Secs. 26 and 35, T. 8 N., R. 76 W., Seward Meridian. 

All other named and unnamed water bodies within the lands to be 
conveyed were reviewed.. Based on existing evidence, they were 
considered nonnavigakle. 

ALLOWABLE USES: 
All easements are subject to applicable 
Federal, State, or Municipal co-woration 
regulation. The following is a listing of 
uses allowed for each type of easement identi- 
fied. Uses which are not specifically listed - - 
are prohibited. 



25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty- 
Eve (25) foot wide trail easement are: 
travel by foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, 
two and three-wheel vehicles, and small 
all-terrain vehicles (less than 3,000 lbs., 
Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed for a site 
easement are: vehicle parking (e.g., aircraft, 
boats, ATV1s, snowmobiles, cars, trucks), 
temporary camping, and loading or unloading. 
Temporary camping, loading or unloading 
shall be limited to 24 hours. 

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: 

a. (EIN 1 C3, Dl, D9) An easement for an existing 
access trail, twenty-five (25) feet in width, from 
Bethel in Sec. 9, T. 8 N., R. 71 W.! Seward Meridian, 
westerly to Kasigluk, linking the vlllaqes of 
Kasigluk, Nunapitchuk, and Atmautluak with Bethel. 
The uses allowed are those listed above for a twenty- 
five (25) foot wide trail easement. The season of use 
will be limited to winter. 

Discussion: 
'Phis easement is necessary to vrovide an access 
route between villages ana for access to public 
lands and waters. The trail has been used many 
years for winter travel between villages and is 
necessary for this continued use as well as for 
access to public lands. 

b .  (EIN 8 C4, C5) A site easement, upland of the 
ordinary high water mark, in Sec. 19, T. 10 N., 
R. 73 W., Seward Meridian, on the right bank of 
the Pikmiktalik River. The site is one (1) acre 
in size with an additional twenty-five (25) foot 
wide easement on the bed of the river along the 
entire waterfront of the site. The uses allowed 
are those listed above for a one (1) acre site. 

Discussion: 
This easement is necessary to facilitate the 
oublic use of the oublic waters in the Pikmiktalik 
River. This river'is used for travel between 
Native villages and to public lands. It i s  a 
necessary camping and resting area while traveling 
along the river. 



c. ( E I N  16 C5) An easement f o r  an e x i s t i n g  Alaska 
Vi l lage E l e c t r i c  Cooperative, Inc .  (AVEC), power- 
p l a n t  s i t e  i n  Sec. 5, T. 9 N . ,  R.  74 W.! Seward 
Meridian, being more p a r t i c u l a r l y  described as  
follows: 

Beginning a t  witness corner meander corner 6 
of U.S. survey No. 4049; 

thence N. 64°4610011 W. along t h e  south l i n e  
o f  U.S. Survey No. 4049, a d i s tance  of 30.00 
f e e t ,  t o  AVEC corner No.1 t h e  t r u e  po in t  of  
beginning; 

thence S.  64°4610011 E.  along t h e  south l i n e  
of U.S. Survey No. 4049, a d i s tance  of 230.00 
f e e t  t o  AVEC corner No.. 2 ;  

thence N. 42°1913011 W. f o r  a d i s tance  of 
248.85 f e e t  t o  AVEC corner No. 4; 

thence N.  25°14100L' E .  f o r  a d i s tance  of 
35.00 f e e t  t o  AVEC corner No. 1 t he  t r u e  
po in t  of  beginning. 

The parce l  of  land t o  which t h e  above desc r ip t ion  
appl ies  contains  0.44 acres ,  more o r  l e s s .  

The allowed uses of the  easement a r e  t he  
construction,  operation and maintenance of 
an e l e c t r i c  power generation f a c i l i t y .  

Discussion: 
The AVEC was w a n t e d  a riaht-of-way, S e r i a l  Number 
F-12031, f o r  h e  p l a n t  s iEe,  on ~ u x y  23,  1969. 
The powerplant was constructed i n  1969, without 
t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  an on-s i te  survey. This l ack  of 
survey r e su l t ed  i n  a subs t an t i a l  po r t i on  of t h e  
p l a n t  being constructed o f f  t he  granted right-of- 
way. Right-of-way F-12031 w i l l  t he re fo re  be  
re l inquished upon conveyance of t h e  s e l ec t ed  lands  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Nunapitchuk and t h e  subsequent 
reservat ion of t h i s  easement. 

d. (EIN 17 C5) An easement twenty (20)  f e e t  i n  width 
f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  powerline from t h e  power p l a n t  
a t  t he  v i l l a g e  of Nunapitchuk i n  Sec. 5, T. 9 N . ,  
R. 74 W . ,  Seward Meridian, westerly t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
o f  Kasigluk. The uses a r e  those associa ted 
with t he  construct ion,  operation and maintenance 
of t h e  powerline. 



Discussion: 
Reservation of this easement for the existing 
powerline is necessary to assure continued 
electric power service to the village of Kasigluk. 

The following easements were considered but not recommended: 

a. (EIN 7 C4, C5) A one (1) acre site easement 
upland of the ordinary high water mark in Secs. 4 
and 5, T. 8 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian, on 
the left bank of the Johnson River. 

Discussion: 
The easement is located within a Native allotment. 

b. (EIN 10 C 4 ,  C 5 )  A streamside easement, twenty-five 
(25) feet in width, upland of and parallel to the 
ordlnary high water mark on all banks of the navigable 
portion of the Johnson River, through the 
village selected lands, and a streamside easement, 
twenty-five (25) feet in width, upland of and 
parallel to the ordinary high-water mark on all 
banks, and an easement on the entire bed of the 
nonnavigable portion of the Johnson River through 
the Nunapitchuk selection. 

Discussion: 
The easement is recreational in nature. It does 
not meet the requirements of the new easement 
regulations published November 27, 1978. 

c. (EIN 11 C 4 )  A streamside easement, twenty-five 
(25) feet in width, upland of and parallel to the 
ordinary high water mark on all banks, and an easement 
on the entire bed of the' Pikmiktalik River as 
it crosses the Nunapitchuk village selection. 

Discussion: 
This easement is recreational in nature. It does 
not meet the requirements of the new easement 
regulations published November 27, 1978. 

d. (EIN 12 C 4 )  A streamside easement, twenty-five (25) 
feet in width, upland of and parallel to the ordinary 
high water mark on all banks of the navigable canal 
system from Nanapitchuk to Kasigluk. 

Discussion: 
This easement is recreational in nature. It does 
not meet the requirements of the new easement 
regulations published November 27, 1978. 



e. (EIN 13 C) The right of the United States to 
enter upon the lands herein granted, for cadastral, 
geodetic, or other survey purposes is reserved, 
together with the right to do all things necessary 
in connection therewith. 

Discussion: 
The new easement regulations make no 
provision for this type of easement. 

f. (EIN 14 C) Easement for the transportation 
of energy, fuel and natural resources which 
are the property of the United States or which 
are intended for delivery to the United States 
or which are produced by the United States. 
These easements also include the right to build 
any related facilities necessary for the exercise 
of the right to transport energy, fuel and natural 
resources, including those related facilities 
necessary during periods of planning, locating, 
constructing, operating, maintaining, or termin- 
ating transportation systems. The specific 
location of these easements shall be determined 
only after consultation with the owner of the 
servient estate. Whenever the use of such ease- 
ment will require removal or relocation of any 
structure owned or authorized by the owner of the 
servient estate, such use shall not be initiated 
without the consent of the owner of such improve- 
ment; provided, however, that the United States 
may exercise the right of eminent domain, if such 
consent is not given. Only those portions of 
these easements that are actually in use or that 
are expressly authorized on March 3, 1996, shall 
continue to be in force. 

Discussion: 
The new easement regulations make no 
provision for this type of easement. 

g. (EIN 16a C 5 )  An easement twenty (20) feet in 
width for a proposed powerline from the power 
plant at the village of Nunapitchuk in Sec. 5, 
T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian, westerly 
to the village of Kasigluk. 

Discussion: 
kina1 design necessary to assure correct location 
of the proposed powerline is not complete at this 
time. 



h. (E IN  16b C 5 )  An easement twenty ( 2 0 )  f e e t  i n  
width f o r  t h e  proposed powerline from t h e  
power p l a n t  a t  t he  v i l l a g e  of Nunapitchuk i n  
Sec. 5 ,  T. 9 N., R .  74 W . ,  Seward Meridian, 
sou theas te r ly  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Atmautluak. 

Discussion: 
F ina l  design necessary t o  assure  c o r r e c t  loca t ion  
o f  t he  proposed powerline is not  complete a t  
t h i s  time. 
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JUL 6 s rbau 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
R E r n  RECEIPT REQUESTED 

DECISION 

Nunapitchuk Limited F-14914-A 
Nunapitchuk, Alaska 99641 Vi l lage  Se l ec t ion  

: 

C a l i s t a  Corporation AA-10372, etc. 1/, 
516 Denali  S t r e e t  Sec. l 4 ( h ) ( l )  S ~ l e c t i o n s  
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Sect ion 1 4 ( h ) ( l )  Appl icat ions  Rejected i n  E n t i r e t y  
Lands Proper f o r  Vi l lage  Se l ec t ion  

Approved for  Interim Conveyance or P a t e n t  

This dec i s ion  r e j e c t s  improperly f i l e d  Sec. 1 4 ( h ) ( l )  s e l e c t i o n s  
and approves lands  i n  the  a r ea  of Nunapitchuk f o r  conveyance t o  
Nunap~tchuk Limited. 

I .  SECTION 1 4 ( h ) ( l )  APPLICATIONS REJECTED I N  ENTIRETY 

C a l i s t a  Corporation f i l e d  s e l e c t i o n  app l i ca t ion  AA-10372 on 
November 11, 1975; AA-11219, AA-11312, AA-11313 on Apr i l  28, 
1976; AA-11603, AA-11604, AR-11605, AA-11607, - 6 1 ,  AA-11619, 
on June 4, 1976; and AA-11742 on June 25, 1976, pursuant  
t o  Sec. 1 4 ( h ) ( l )  of the Alaska Native Claims Set t lement  A c t  of  
December 18,  1971 (85 S t a t .  688, 704; 43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(h) 
(1976))  (ANCSA). Sect ion 1 4 ( h )  and Departmental r egu la t ions  
lssued thereunder author ized the Secre ta ry  o f  the I n t e r i o r  t o  
withdraw and convey only unreserved and unappropriated pub l i c  
lands.  Since a l l  ava i l ab l e  l ands  encompassed i n  the s u b j e c t  
Sec. 1 4 ( h ) ( l )  app l ica t ions  had been proper ly  withdrawn under 
Sec. 11 and s e l e c t e d  by Nunapitchuk Limlted under Sec. 12 o f  
RNCSA, these lands  were n o t  unreserved o r  unappropriated a t  the 
time of s e l e c t i o n  by C a l i s t a  Corporation. Therefore,  t h e  following 
app l i ca t ions  must  be and a r e  hereby r e j e c t e d  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y :  

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T. 7 N. ,  R. 76 W. 
3ec. 2 (fractional), S4SEkSE4,. 

Containing approximately 17 a c r e s .  



T. 9 N. ,  R. 74 W. 
Sec. 17  ( t r ac t i ona l ) ,  E%E%SWL,SE'I, 

eW3SE#SEL,. 

Containing approximately 15 acres. 

T. 1 0  N., R. 74 W. 
Bec. 28 ( f r ac t i ona l ) ,  S%SW<NE%. 

Containing approximately 17 acres. 

Sec. 2 1  ( f r ac t i ona l ) ,  SWWWE%IW%, 
%S%NE%W 

Containing approximately 1 0  acres. 

Sec. 28 ( f r ac t i ona l ) ,  S1&%S%SV&, 
SE+Sk'?zSW&. 

Containing approximately 10 acres. 

Sec. 29 ( f r ac t i ona l ) ,  SV&NE+SWt,. 

Containing approximately 9 acres.  

Sec. 33 ( f rac t ional  ) , SE&W%W4, 
NE%SRNWL4. 

Containing approximately 15 acres. 

Sec. 1 6  ( f rac t ional  , M W S % .  

Containing approximately 5 acres.  

24-11603 Sec. 8 ( f rac t iona l ) ,  E W S E ' I .  

Containing approximately 19 acres. 

Sec. 16 ( f r ac t i ona l ) ,  SW,WSW%, 
NW)SS%SV& - 

Containing approximately 1 9  acres. 

Sec. 4 ( f r ac t i ona l ) ,  S1+IW#E&. 

Containing' approximately 1 6  acres.  

When t h i s  decision becomes f i na l ,  these applications w i l l  be 
closed of record. 

11. LANDS PROPER FOR VILLAGE SELECTION, APPROVED FOR INTERIN 
CONVEYANCE. 

On November 22, 1974, Nunapitchuk Limited, f o r  the  Native v i l lage  
of Nunapitchuk, f i l e d  select ion application F-14914-A under the 



provisions of Sec. 12 of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
of December 18, 1971 (85 Stat. 688, 701; 43 U.S.C. 1601, 1611) 
(1976)) (ANCSA), for the surface estate of certain lands in the 
vicinity of Nunapitchuk. 

Nunapitchuk Limited, in its November 22, 1974 application excluded 
several bodies of water. Because certain of these water bodies 
have been determined to be nonnavigable, they are considered to 
be public lands withdrawn under Sec. ll(a)(l) and available for 
selection by the village pursuant to Sec. 12(a) of the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act. Section 12(a) and 43 CFR 2651.4(b) 
and (c) provide that a village corporation must, to the extent 
necessary to obtain its entitlement, select all available lands 
within the township or townships within which the village is 
located, and that additional lands selected shall be compact and 
in whole sections. The regulations also provide that the area 
selected will not be considered to be reasonably compact if it 
excludes other lands available for selection within its exterior 
boundaries or an isolated tract of public land of less than 
1,280 acres remain after selection. For these reasons, the 
water bodies which were improperly excluded in the November 22, 
1974 application are considered selected by Nunapitchuk Limited. 

As to the lands described below, the application, as amended, is 
properly filed and meets the requirements of the Alaska Native 
Clalms Settlement Act and of the regulations issued pursuant 
thereto. These lands do not include any lawful entry perfected 
under or being maintained in compliance with laws leading to 
acquisition of title. 

In view of the foregoing, the surface estate of the following 
described lands, selected pursuant to Sec. 12(a) of ANCSA, 
aggregating.approximately 94,565 acres, is considered proper for 
acquisition by Nunapitchuk Limited, and is hereby approved for 
conveyance pursuant to Sec. 14(a) of ANCSA: 

Lot 2 of U.S. Survey No. 4049, Alaska, situated 
in the village of Nunapitchuk approximately 
50 miles northwest of Bethel, Alaska. 

Containing 0.16 acre 

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T. 8 N., R. 74 W. 
Set. 5, excluding Native allotments F-14967, 

F-17334 Parcel B, and Johnson River; 
Sec, 6, excluding Native allotments F-15944, 

F-17949, and Johnson River; 
Sec. 7, excluding Native allotments F-18062 

Parcel A and F-14168; 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotments F-17815 

Parcels A and 8, F-14517 Parcel A, F-18320 
Parcel B, F-15578, F-17334 Parcel B, F-14168, 
and Johnson River; 



Sec. 17, excluding Native allotments F-18320 
Parcel B, F-15943, F-14237, F-15757 
Parcel B, F-17815 Parcel 5, F-14249, 
F-14168, and Johnson River; 

Sec. 18, excluding Native allotments F-17708, 
F-18062 Parcel A,  and F-14168; 

Sec. 19, excluding Native allotment F-17708; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native allotments F-15757 

Parcel B, F-17535, F-14257 Parcel A, 
F-14249, F-14237, and Johnson River. 

Containing approximately 2,227 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 74 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2, excluding Nunavakanukakslak Lake and 

unnamed naviaable lake svstem: 
Sec . 3, excluding-~unavakanukhalak Lake; 
Sec. 4, excluding unnamed slough between 

Nunavakanukakslak Lake and interconnecting 
slough of the Johnson River; 

Sec. 5, excluding Lot 1 of U.S. Survey 4049 
(ANCSA Sec. 3 ( e )  application AA-312451, 
Lot 2 of U.S. Survey 4049, interconnecting 
slough of the Johnson River, and unnamed 
slough between Nunavakanukakslak take and 
interconnecting slough of the Johnson River; 

Sec. 6, excluding Lot 1 of U.S. Survey 4049 
(ANCSA Sec. 3(e) application AA-31245), 
Lot 2 of U.S. Survey 4049, and interconnecting 
slough of the Johnson River; 

Sec. 7, excluding Native allotment F-14982, 
and interconnectins slouqh of the Johnson 
River; 

- - 
Set. 8, excluding Native allotment F-16984, 

interconnecting slough of the Johnson River, 
and unnamed slough between Nunavakanukakslak 
Lake and interconnecting slough of the Johnson 
River ; 

Secs. 9 and 10, all; 
Sec. 11, excluding unnamed navigable lake system; 
Secs. 12 and 13, excluding unnamed navigable lake 

system and Pikrniktallk River; 
Sec. 14, excluding unnamed navigable lake system; 
Sec. 15, excluding Native allotments F-14960 

Parcel B and F-14986; 
Sec. 16, excluding Native allotments '3-14986, 

F-14985, Johnson River and its interconnecting 
slough; 

Sec. 17, excluding Native allotments F-14959 Parcel 8, 
F-14985, Johnson River and its interconnecting 
slough; 

Sec. 18, all; 
Sec. 19, excluding Johnson River; 



I , . . .  . . . .  . . . . c (. 5 

Sec. 20, excluding Native allotments F-14964 Parcel A ,  
F-14962 Parcel C, and Johnson River; 

Sec. 21, excluding Native allotments F-14964 Parcel A, 
F-14962 Parcel C, F-14983 and JoPnson River; 

Sec. 22, excluding Native allotment F-14960 
Parcel B and Johnson River; 

Sec. 23, excluding Johnson River; 
Secs. 24 and 25, excluding unnamed navigable lake system; 
Sec. 26, excluding Johnson River: 
Sec. 27, excluding Native allotment F-18264 

and Johnson River; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotments F-18264, F-16723 

Parcel A, and Johnson River; 
Secs. 29 to 33, inclusive, all; 
Sec. 34, excluding Native allotment F-17533 

and Johnson River; 
Sec. 35, excluding Native allotments F-17533, 

F-14979 Parcel B, F-18861 and Johnson 
River; 

Sec. 36, excluding Native allotment F-18861, unnamed 
navigable lake system, and the Johnson River; 

Containing approximately 16,475 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 74 W. 
W a t i v e  allotment F-14518 

Parcel A, Johnson River, Nunavakanukakslak 
Lake, and unnamed lake connecting with the 
Johnson River; 

- 

Set. 4, excluding Native allotment F-14518 
Parcel A, and unnamed lake connecting with the 
Johnson River; 

Sec. 5, excluding the unnamed lake connecting with 
the Johnson River; 

Sec. 6, excluding the unnamed lake connecting with 
the Johnson River, and Kyigayalik Lake; 

Secs. 7 and 8, excluding the unnamed lake connecting 
with the Johnson Rlver; 

Sec. 9, excluding Johnson River; 
Sec. 10, excluding Johnson River and 

Nunavakanukakslak Lake; 
Sec. 11, excluding Nunavakanukakslak Lake; 
Secs . 12 and 13, all; 
Sec. 14, excluding Nunavakanukakslak Lake; 
Sec. 15 excluding the Johnson River and Nunavak- 

anukakslak Lake; 
Sec. 16, excluding Native allotment F-14964 

Parcel B and the Johnson River; 
Sec. 17, excluding Native allotment F-14565 

Parcel B, Johnson River, unnamed lake and its 
slough connecting with the Johnson River; 

Sec. 18, excluding Native allotment F-14565 
Parcel B, and the unnamed lake connecting with 
the Johnson River; 



Set. 19, excluding Native allotment F-14565 
Parcel B, Johnson River, and the unnamed 
lake connecting with the Johnson River; 

Sec. 20, excluding Native allotment F-14565 
Parcels A and B and the Johnson River; 

Sec. 21, excluding Johnson River and 
Nunavakanukakslak Lake; 

Secs. 22 to 28, inclusive, excluding Nunavakanukakslak 
Lake; 

Sec. 29, excluding Native allotments F-14565 
Parcel A, F-14961 Parcel C, and the Johnson 
River ; 

Sec. 30, excluding the Johnson River; 
Sec. 31, excluding Native allotment F-14516, 

unnamed lake and its slough connecting with 
the Johnson River; 

Sec. 32, excluding unnamed lake connecting with 
Johnson River; 

Sec. 33, excluding Native allotments F-14963 
Parcel B, F-14962 Parcel 8, Nunavakanuk- 
akslak Lake, and unnamed slough between 
Nunavakanukakslak Lake and interconnecting 
slough of the Johnson River; 

Secs. 34, 35 and 36, excluding Nunavakanukakslak 
Lake. 

Containing approximately 10,796 acres. 

T. 7 N., R. 75 W. 
Secs. 1 to 36, inclusive, all. 

Containing approximately 22,886 acres. 

T. 8 N., R. 75 W. 
Sec. 1, excluding Native allotments F-15936, 

F-17949, and the Johnson River; 
Sec. 2, excluding Native allotment F-14966; 
Secs. 3 and 4, all; 
Secs. 5 and 8, excluding Nunavakpak Lake; 
Secs. 9 to 16, inclusive, all; 
Secs. 17 and 20, excluding Nunavakpak Lake; 
Secs. 21 to 29, inclusive, all; 
Secs. 29, 30 and 31, excluding Nunavakpak Lake; 
Secs. 32 to 36. inclusive, all. 

Containing approximately 18,408 acres. 

T. 7 N., R. 76 W. 
Sec. 1. all: 
Sec. 2; excluding unnamed slough; 
Secs. 3 to 10, inclusive, all; 
Sec. 11, excluding Native allotment F-13308 and 

unnamed slough; 



Sec. 12, excluding unnamed slough; 
Secs. 13 to 27, inclusive, all. 

Containing approximately 16,850 acres. 

T. 8 N., R. 76 W. 
Secs. 19 and 20, excluding Nunavakpak Lake; 
Secs. 25 to 29, inclusive, excluding Nanavakpak . 

Lake ; 
Secs. 30 to 33, inclusive, all; 
Sec. 34, excluding Nunavakpak Lake; 
Sec. 35, excluding Nunavakpak Lake and 

unnamed slough; 
Sec. 36, excluding Nunavakpak Lake. 

Containing approximately 4,923 acres. 

Aggregating approximately 94,565 acres. 

Calista Corporation filed regional in lieu selection appli- 
cation AA-8099-1 on December 17, 1975, for the subsurface 
estate pursuant to Sec. 12(a)(l) of ANCSA and 43 CFR 2652 as 
to lands in: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T. 7 N., R. 76 W. 
Secs. 4 to 9, inclusive, all; 
Secs. 16 to 21, inclusive, all. 

Containing approximately 7,570 acres. 

T. 8 N., R. 76 W. 
Secs. 19 and 20, excluding Nunavakpak Lake; 
Secs. 28 and 29. excludins Nunavakuak Lake; 
Secs. 30 to 33, ' inclusive; all. 

Containing approximately 3,375 acres. 

Aggregating approximately 10,945 acres. 

The above-described lands lie within those selected by 
Nunapitchuk Limited for the village of Nunapitchuk. Calista 
Corporation will receive title to the subsurface estate at the 
time the village receives title to the surface estate. This 
acreage will not be charged against Calista Corporation's 
in-lieu entitlement. 

The conveyance issued for the surface estate of the lands described 
above shall contain the following reservations to the United 
States : 

1. The subsurface estate therein, and all rights, privileges, 
immunities, and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, 
accruing unto said estate pursuant to the Alaska Native 



Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (85 Stat. 
688, 704; 43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(f)); and 

2. Pursuant to Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (85 Stat. 688, 708; 
43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b)), the following public 
easements, referenced by easement identification number 
(EIN) on the easement maps attached to this document, 
copies of which will be found in case file P-i4914-EE, 
are reserved to the United States. All easements are 
subject to applicable Federal, State, or Municipal 
corporation regulation. The following is a listing of 
uses allowed for each type of easement. Any uses which 
are not specifically listed are prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a 
twenty-tive (25) foot wide trail easement 
are: travel bv foot. doasled. animals. 
snowmobiles, tiro and' three-wheel vehicies , 
and small all-terrain vehicles (less than 
3,000 lbs., Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

a. (EIN 1 C3, Dl, D9) An easement for an existing 
access trail, twenty-five (25) feet in width, from 
Bethel in Sec. 9, T. 8 N., R. 71 W., Seward 
Meridian, wester1 to Kasigluk, linking the 
villages of Kasig !L uk, Nunapitchuk, and Atmautluak 
with Bethel. The uses allowed are those listed 
above for a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail 
easement. The season of use will be limited to 
winter. 

b. (EIN 16 C5) An easement for an existing Alaska 
Village Electric Cooperative, Inc. (AVEC), power- 
plant site in Sec. 5,  T. 9 N., R. 74 W.! Seward 
Meridian, being more particularly descrrbed as 
follows : 

Beginning at witness corner meander corner 6 
of U.S. Survey No. 4049; 

thence N. 64°46100w W. along the south line 
of U.S. Survey No. 4049, a distance of 30.00 
feet, to AVEC corner No. 1 the true point of 
beginning; 

Thence S. 64°4610011 E. along the south line 
of U.S. Survey 4049, a distance of 230.00 
feet to AVEC corner No. 2; 

thence N. 4Z019I3O1' W. for a distance of 
248.85 feet to AVEC corner No. 4; 

thence N. 25°1410011 E. for a distance of 
35.00 feet to AVEC corner No. 1 the true 
point of beginning. 



The parcel of land t o  which the above description 
applies contains 0.44 acres, more or  l e s s .  

The allowed uses of the  easement are  the  
construction, operation and maintenance of an 
e l e c t r i c  power generation f a c i l i t y .  

c .  (EIN 17 C5) An easement twenty ( 2 0 )  f e e t  i n  width 
f o r  the exist ing powerline from the power p lan t  a t  
the  v i l lage  of Nunapitchuk i n  Sec. 5, T. 9 N. ,  R .  
74 W . ,  Seward Meridian, westerly t o  the v i l l age  of 
Kasigluk. The uses are  those associated with the 
construction, operation and maintenance of the  
powerline. 

The grant  of the  above-described lands sha l l  be subject  to :  

1. Issuance of a patent confirming the boundary 
description of the  unsurveyed lands hereinabove granted 
a f t e r  approval and f i l i n g  by the  Bureau of Land 
Management of the  o f f i c i a l  p l a t  of survey covering such 
lands; 

2. Valid exis t ing  r ights  therein,  i f  any, including but 
not  l imited t o  those created by any lease  (including a 
lease issued under Sec. 6(g)  of the Alaska Statehood 
A c t  of July 7, 1958 (72 S ta t .  339, 341; 48 U.S.C. 
Ch. 2, Sec. 6 ( g ) ) ) , ~ c o n t r a c t ,  permit, right-of-way, or 
easement, and the r l gh t  of the  lessee,  contractee, 
permittee, o r  grantee t o  the complete enjoyment of a l l  
r igh t s ,  pr ivi leges,  and benefi ts  thereb granted t o  
him. Further, pursuant t o  Sec. 17(b)(2y of the  Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1 9 7 1  
(43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b)(2))  (ANCSA), any va l id  
exis t ing  r i gh t  recognized by ANCSA sha l l  continue t o  
have whatever r igh t  of access as  is  now provided fo r  
under exis t ing  law; 

3 .  A right-of-way, F-12031, containing approximately 
20,000 square fee t ,  i n  Sec. 5 ,  T. 9 N . ,  R. 74 W . ,  
Seward Meridian, Alaska (unsurveyed) fo r  a power s i t e  
issued t o  Alaska Vi l lage ,Elect r ic  Cooperative, Inc. 
Act of March 4,  1911 (36 Sta t .  1253; 43 U . S . C .  961), as 
amended; and 

4. Requirements of Sec. 14(c )  of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (85 Sta t .  688, 703; 
43 U.S .C.  1601, 1613(c)) ,  t ha t  the grantee hereunder 
convey those.portions, i f  any, of the  lands hereinabove 
granted, as are prescribed i n  said section. 

A school s i t e  lease,  AA-13184, containing 3.061 acres,  i n  Sec. 5 ,  
T. 9 N., R. 74 W . ,  Seward Meridian, Alaska (unsurveyed) granted 
t o  the Sta te  of Alaska, pursuant t o  and sublect t o  the  terms and 



conditions of section 302 of the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976, Public Law 94-579 of October 21, 1976 (90 Stat. 
2743) and the ~laska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 
1971 (43 U.S.C. Sec. 1622(i)) will terminate on conveyance of 
title of said land to the above-named corporation. 

Nunapitchuk Limited is entitled to conveyance of 115,200 acres of 
land selected pursuant to Sec. 12(a) of ANCSA. Together with the 
lands herein approved, the total acreage conveyed or approved for 
conveyance is approximately 94,565 acres. The remaining entitlement 
of approximately 20,635 acres will be conveyed at a later date. 

Pursuant to Sec. 14(f) of ANCSA, conveyance of the subsurface 
estate of the lands described above shall be issued to Calista 
Corporation when the surface estate is conveyed to Nunapitchuk 
Limlted and shall be subject to the same conditions as the surface 
conveyance. 

Within the above-described lands, only the following inland water 
bodies are considered to be navigable: 

The Johnson River and its interconnecting sloughs 
throughout the selection. 

Nunavakanukakslak Lake 

Nunavakpak Lake 

Kyigayalik Lake 

The ~ikmiktali'k River where it flows from the interconnecting 
unnamed lake system between Nunavakanukakslak Lake and 
the Johnson River in Sec. 12, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward 
Meridian downstream to Atmautluak. 

The unnamed lake in Secs. 4, 5 ,  6, 7, 8 and 18, T. 10 N., 
R. 74 W., Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed slough from where it flows from the afore- 
mentioned unnamed lake in Sec. 7 to its confluence with the 
Johnson River in Sec. 17, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed lake in Secs. 19, 20, 29, 30, 31 and 32, 
T. 10 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed slough from where it flows from the afore- 
mentioned unnamed lake in Sec. 31, T. 10 N., R. 74 W:, 
Seward Meridian to its confluence with the Johnson River 
in Secs. 16 and 17, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian. 
Subject slough traverses Sec. 31, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., and 
Secs. 5, 6, 8, 9, 16 and 17, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward 
Meridian. . 



The unnamed slough from where it flows from Nunavakanukakslak 
Lake i n  Sec. 28, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian t o  
i ts  confluence with the aforementioned unnamed slough near 
the  v i l l age  of Nunapitchuk i n  Sec. 5,  T. 9 N., R. 74 W . ,  
Seward Meridian. Subject slough traverses Secs. 28, 32 
and 33, T. 10 N., R. 74 W. and Sec. 5, T. 9 N . ,  R.  74 W . ,  
Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed slough (canal)  and lake system from the  
unnamed slough near the v i l l age  of Nunapitchuk t o  i t s  
confluence w l t h  the  Johnson Rlver a t  the v i l l age  of 
Kasiglak. Subject slough t raverses  Sec. 6 ,  T. 9 N . ,  
R .  74 W . ,  and Secs. 1 and 12, T. 9 N., R. 75 W.,  Seward 
Meridian. 

The unnamed lake system between Nunavakanukakslak Lake and 
t h e  Johnson River i n  Sec. 31, T. 10 N.,  R. 73 W . ,  Secs. 34, 
35 and 36, T. 10 N., R .  74 W . ,  and Secs. 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 36, T.  9 N., R .  74 W., 
Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed slough beginning i n  Sec. 1, T. 7 N., R. 76 W., 
Seward Meridian t o  where it flows in to  Nunavakpak Lake 
i n  Sec. 26, T. 8 N., R. 76 W . ,  Seward Meridian. Subject 
slough traverses Secs. 1 and 2, T. 7 N., R. 76 W. ,  and 
Secs. 26 and 35, T. 8 N., R. 76 W., Seward meridian. 

Enclosed a re  copies of current  s t a tu s  p l a t s  showing the  lands 
approved fo r  conveyance along w i t h  maps showing the  easements t o  
be reserved. 

In accordance with Departmental Regulation 43 CFR 2650.7(d), 
not ice  of t h i s  decision is being published once i n  the  Federal 
R e  i s t e r  and once a week, f o r  four (4 )  consecutive weeks, i n  The 
T&ETfJrums. Any party claiming a property i n t e r e s t  i n  l a n d 7  
B f f e c t e d t h i s  decision, an agency of  the  Federal government, 
o r  regional corporation may appeal the  decision t o  the Alaska 
Native Claims Appeal Board, P.O. Box 2433, Anchorage, Alaska 
99510 with a copy served upon both the  Bureau of Land Management, 
Alaska S ta te  Offlce, 701 C S t ree t ,  Box 13, Anchorage, Alaska 
99513, and the  Regional Sol ic i tor ,  o f f i ce  of the So l ic i to r ,  510 L 
S t r ee t ,  Suite  408, Anchorage, Alaska 99501. The time l i m i t s  for  
f i l i n g  an appeal are: 

1. Par t ies  receiving service of t h i s  decision s h a l l  have 
30 days from the receipt  of this decision t o  f i l e  an 
appeal. 

2. Unknown par t i es ,  pa r t i e s  unable t o  be located 
a f t e r  reasonable e f f o r t s  have been expended t o  locate,  
and pa r t i e s  who fa i l ed  o r  refused t ~ . f i ~ , ~ e  
return receipt  sha l l  have u n t i l  HULi 1 7 2  IJOU t o  
f i l e  an appeal. 



Any par ty  known o r  unknown who is adversely affected by t h i s  
decision s h a l l  be deemed t o  have waived those r i gh t s  which were 
adversely affected unless an appeal is timely f i l e d  with the 
Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board. 

To avoid summary dismissal of the appeal, there  must  be strict  
corn l i ance  w i t h  the  regulations governing such appeals. (See f enc osed AS0 Form 2650-4.) 

I f  an appeal i s  taken, the  par t i es  t o  be served with a copy of 
the  notice of appeal are: 

Nunapitchuk Limited 
Nunapitchuk, Alaska 99641 

Calis ta  Corporation 
516 Denali S t r ee t  
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

/s/ TERRY R. H A S S m  

Acting Chief, Branch of Adjudication 

Enclosures: 
AS0 Form 2650-4 
43 CFR Par t  4,  Subpart J 
Maps 
P l a t s  
Legend 

CC : 
Mike W.  Franks 
Construction Contracts Administration 
Lower Kuskokwim School D i s t r i c t  
P.O. Box 305 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 
(w/maps and legend) 

S ta te  of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
323 East Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and legend) 

Department of  the Inter ior  
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Juneau Area Office 
P.O.  BOX 3-8000 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
(w/maps and legend) 



Mr. Earle Williams (flp) 
17th Coast Guard District 
P.O. Box 3-5000 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
(w/maps, legend and plats) 

Alaska Legal Services Corporation 
736 G Street - . .  

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

John Moses 
Alaska Native Foundation 
411 West Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and legend) 

DM-A (018) 
(w/maps and legend) 

AM (018) 
(w/maps and legend) 

941 Chief, Branch of Lands 

922 Chief, Branch of Office Engineering 

961*TPickett:/DDiakakis~m*l2/18/79x5808 
2CMBLM*B pd/Ol/O8/80 

pd/01/30/80 
pd/02/12/80 
kb/02/12/80 
hd 06/05/80 
hd 06/11/80 
hd 07/02/80 
hd 07/11/80 
eaj 07/16/80 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS APPEAL BOARD 
P. 0. Box 2433 

Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

4ppeal of  NUNAPITCHUK, LIMITED.,  ) 
) 

? r o m  Bureau of Land Management ) 
I e c i s i o n  da ted  J u l y  25, 1980, ) 

) 
lpon V i l l a g e  S e l e c t i o n  F-14914-A ) 

1 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 

P l e a s e  t a k e  n o t i c e  t h a t  NITNAPITCHUK, LIMITED hereby 

3ppeals t h e  Decision of t h e  Bureau of  Land Management da t ed  

July 25, 1980, approving l ands  f o r  conveyance to  Nunapitchuk, 

Amited,  under V i l l a g e  S e l e c t i o n  F-14914-A. 

This  appeal  concerns n a v i g a b i l i t y  de t e rmina t ions  

:ontained i n  t h e  above-referenced dec i s ion .  More p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  

Junapitchuk, Limited appea ls  from t h e  f a i l u r e  of  t h e  Bureau o f  

>and Management to  des igna te  c e r t a i n  bodies  of wa te r  as be ing  

~ a v i g a b l e ,  and t h e  consequent f a i l u r e  t o  exclude t h e  sub- 

nerged lands  beneath t h e s e  bodies  of  water  from acreage  charg- 

~ b l e  t o  Nunapitchuk, Limited s e l e c t i o n s .  

A Statement  and Reasons and I n t e r e s t  i n  suppor t  o f  t h i s  

ippeal  w i l l  be  f i l e d  i n  t h e  nea r  f u t u r e .  

DATED a t  Anchorage, Alaska,  t h i s  5 th  day of September, 

-980. 

HEDLAND, FLEISCHER & FRIEDMAN 
Attorneys f o r  Nunapitchuk, Limited 

James- T. Brennan 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS APPEAL BOARD 
P. 0. Box 2433 

Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

From Bureau of  Land Management 1 
Decision da ted  J u l y  25, 1980, ) 

4 

5 

) 
upon V i l l a g e  S e l e c t i o n  F-14914-A ) 

) 

Appeal of NUNAPITCHUK, LIMITED.,  ) 
) 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby c e r t i f i e s  t h a t  on t h e  5 th  day of  

September, 1980, copies  of  t h e  Notice of  Appeal o f  Nnnapitchuk, 

Limited were mailed t o :  

Bureau of Land Management C a l i s t a  Corporat ion 
Of f i ce  of  t h e  Regional S o l i c i t o r  516 Denal i  S t r e e t  
510 "L" S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  408 Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Alaska S t a t e  D i rec to r  Department of  Law 
U. S. Bureau of  Land Management Of f i ce  of  t h e  At torney  General 
701 "C" S t r e e t ,  Box 1 3  She l l ey  J. Higgins ,  Esq. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513 420 "L" S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  100 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

DATED t h i s  5 th  day of  September, 1380, a t  Anchorage, 

Alaska. 

(54- 
Brenda Melhask Secre  



I N  R E P L Y  R E F E R  T O :  

United States Department of  the Interior 
A L A S K A  N A T I V E  C L A I M S  A P P E A L  B O A R D  

P . O .  B O X  24 33 
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 1 0  Johnson River System 

Interim Summary Report 
Attachment 23 

IN RE: Appeal of the State of Alaska 1 
) ORDER 

from Decision of the Bureau of ) 
Land Management F-14914-A ) DIRECTING HEARING 

) 
ANCAB VLS 80-38 ) 

) 

The State of Alaska (State) has requested that a hearing be 
held on the issue of whether the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) erred in its determination that the water bodies 
listed in Exhibit A of the State's Statement of Reasons and 
Interest are not navigable. The BLM has controverted the 
State's allegations of BLM error and has requested that the 
Board order the State to produce factual evidence to sub- 
stantiate its assertion of title to the beds of the water 
bodies listed in Exhibit A. 

The Board is advised by the Hearings Division of the Office 
of Hearings and Appeals that an Administrative Law Judge 
will be assigned to conduct a hearing, including setting a 
hearing date acceptable to the parties, upon receipt from 
this Board of an order directing a hearing. 

Accordingly, it is hereby Ordered that: 

1. Pursuant to regulations in 43 CFR 4.911(c), this 
Board finds that a hearing before an Administrative Law 
Judge is necessary on the issue of the navigability or non- 
navigability of the water bodies listed in Exhibit A 
(enclosed herewith), which are the subject of this appeal. 
The Board, therefore, refers said issue to the Hearings 
Division of the Office of Hearinqs and Appeals with the 
request that a full hearing be held by an Administrative 
Law Judge at a time and place set by the Judge with the con- 
currence of the parties, for the factual determination of 
the issue of navigability, and that a recommended decision 
be rendered as a result thereof. Upon receipt of the trans- 
script and the recommended decision on the law and facts, 
this Board will then make a final determination of the 
matter. 

2. The test of navigability of the water bodies at 
issue in this appeal is as stated in Appeal of Doyon, 
Limited, 4 ANCAB 50, 86 I.D. 692 (1979) [RLS 76-23. 



3. The burden shall be on the appellant to establish 
the navigability of the water bodies at issue in this 
appeal. 

4. It is the policy of the Board to segregate lands 
affected by an appeal, so that conveyance of lands unaf- 
fected by the appeal is not delayed by the appeal process. 
While transferring this appeal to the Hearings Division for 
the purpose of holding a hearing, the Board reserves juris- 
diction over the matter of segregation. The Board, on Sept. 
11, 1980, issued an order segregating lands which failed to 
take effect because the BLM objected to it within the 15- 
day period allowed for objection. In its objection, the BLM 
specified that arrangements had been made with the State 
which would ultimately allow the parties to negotiate and 
file with the Board a mutually acceptable method of segrega- 
tion. The Board will issue a revised segregation order 
following receipt of a mutually acceptable plan of segrega- 
t ion. 

DATED this 1st day of June, 1981, at Anchorage, Alaska. 
A 

UDITH M. BRAD 
Chief Administrative Judge 

Encl: a/s 

DISTRIBUTION: 

State of Alaska Bureau of Land Management 
Department of Law Office of the Regional Solicitor 
Office of the Attorney General 510 L Street, Suite 408 
Shelley J. Higgins, Esq. Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
420 L Street. Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 Calista Corporation 

516 Denali Street 
Nunapitchuk, Limited Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Nunapitchuk, Alaska 99641 

Hearings Division 
Office of Hearings & Appeals 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
4015 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 



courtesy copy: 

State Director, Bureau of Land Management 
State of Alaska, Div. of Research C Development 



I 

EXHIBIT A 

The following water bodies in the Nunapitchuk 
Village conveyance area, identified as navigable on the State 
Water Delineation Map for that area, are in dispute: 

Unnamed lakes, Secs. 3, 4, and 10, T. 8 N., R. 75 W., Seward 
Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 3, 10, and 11, T. 8 N., R. 75 W., Seward 
Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs, 11, 14, and 15, T. 8 N., R. 75 W., Seward 
Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 23 and 26, T. 8 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 34 and 35, T. 8 N., R. 75 W., and Secs. 2 
and 3, T. 7 N., R. 75  W., Seward Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 8 and 17, T. 8 N., R. 75  W., Seward Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 1, 2, 11, and 12, T. 7 N., R. 75 W., Seward 
Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 4 and 9, T. 7 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 10 and 11, T. 7 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 8, 9, and 17, T. 7 N., R. 75  W., Seward 
Meridian. 

Unnamed lake Secs. 14 and 23, T. 7 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 22, 23, and 26, T. 7 N., R. 75 W., 
Seward Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 19 and 20, T. 7 N., R. 75 W., and Sec. 24, 
T. 7 N., R. 76 W., Seward Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Sec. 29, T. 7 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 30 and 31, T. 7 N., R. 75  W., and Secs. 25 
and 36, T. 7 N., R. 76 W., Seward Meridian. 

Unnamed lake, Secs. 31 and 32, T. 7 N., R. 7 5  W., Seward Meridian. 

In addition, there is an apparent error in the DIC 
i /' description of lands to be conveyed. Nunavakanukakslak Lake, 
I /  a portion of which is in Sec. 13, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., has been 

correctly determined navigable by the BLM. But the DIC purports 
to convey all of Sec. 13 without excluding Nunavakanukakslak 
Lake. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS APPEAL BOARD 

P.O. Box 2433 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

IN RE: 

Appeal of 
STATE OF ALASKA 

from Decision of Bureau j OBJECTION TO ORDER 
of Land Management 
F-14914-A 

1 
) 
> 

ANCAB VLS 80-38 j 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), by and through 

its undersigned counsel, objects to the Order Segregating 

Lands issued by the Board in the above-captioned appeal on 

September 11, 1980. The basis for this objection is that 

the State's Exhibit A does not contain an adequate land 

description for purposes of segregation. The BLM is unable 

to ascertain from Exhibit A which lands should be segregated 

and which lands may be conveyed during the pendency of this 

appeal. Because of the large number of unnamed waterbodies, 

it is the position of the BLM that segregation must be 

accomplished for the most part by an aliquot part land 

description. 

The BLM has arranged with the State to obtain the 

State water delineation map of the area at issue for a short 

period of time in order to make an accurate copy. This will 

enable the BLM to ascertain exactly what lands are claimed 

by the State. The BLM proposes to thereafter prepare maps 

and a land description to be furnished to the parties 

indicating a suggested method of segregation. The maps and 

description will allow the parties to effectively negotiate 

a mutually acceptable method of segregation. When this is 

accomplished, BLM hopes to submit a Motion for Segregation 

in which all parties will join. 



The State claims that there is an error in the DIC 

description of lands to be conveyed concerning Nunavakanukakslak 

Lake, and the Board has ordered BLM to review and explain 

the alleged error. 

The State asserts that Nunavakanukakslak Lake, 

located in part, in Sec. 13, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., has been 

correctly determined navigable by BLM; but the DIC purports 

to convey all of Sec. 13 without excluding the Lake. BLM 

approves lands for conveyance on the basis of location on 

protraction diagrams [see 5 13(a) ANCSA] and according to 

the protraction diagram and status plat Nunavakanukakslak 

Lake is not located in Sec. 13, T 10 N., R. 75 W. BLM has 

excluded Nunavakanukakslak Lake in every section that the 

protraction diagram indicates the Lake is located within. 

Respectfully submitted this a day of September, 
1980, at Anchorage, Alaska. 

G. Kevih Joned 
Attorney-Advis 

~ e ~ i o n a i  Solicitor's Office 
Alaska Region 

Counsel for the Bureau 
of Land Management 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMI.:N'L' OF TllE TNTEHIOH 
ALASKA NATIVE CI-AIMS APPEAL BOARD 

P.O. Box 2433 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

IN RE: 

Appeal of 
STATE OF ALASKA 

from Decision of Bureau 
of Land Management 
F-14914-A 

ANCAB VLS 80-38 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that she is an employee 
in the Office of the Regional Solicitor, Alaska Region, and 
is a person of such age and discretion as to be competent to 
serve papers. That on September s, 1980, she served a 
copy of the attached ENTRY OF APPEARANCE and OBJECTION TO ORDER 
by placing said copy in a postpaid envelope addressed to the 
persons hereinafter named, at the places and addresses 
stated below, which are the last known addresses, and by 
depositing said envelope and contents in the United States 
Mail at Anchorage, Alaska. 

\ DATED this day of September, 1980, at Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

ADDRESSEES: (Certified Mail) 

State of Alaska Calista Corporation 
Office of Attorney General 516 Denali Street 
Shelley J. Higgins, Esq. Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
420 L Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 Nunapitchuk, Limited 

Nunapitchuk, Alaska 99641 

Courtesy Copies: 

State Director State of Alaska 
Bureau of Land Management Division of Research 
701 C Street, Box 13 and Development 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513 323 East 4th Avenue 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS APPEAL BOARD 

P.O. Box 2433 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

IN RE: 1 
) 

Appeal of State of Alaska ) 
) 

from Decision of Bureau of ) ANSWER 
Land Management F-14914-A ) 

1 

ANCAB VLS 80-38 ) 

The Bureau of Land Management (hereinafter BLM), 

hy and through its undersigned counsel, hereby submits its 

Answer to the Statement of Reasons and Interest Affected 

filed by the appellant in the above-captioned appeal. 

The State of Alaska appeals the Decision of the 

BLM dated July 25, 1980, approving lands for conveyance to 

Nunapitchuk, Limited under village selection F-14914-A. The 

State claims that the water bodies described in Exhibit A 

are navigable in fact and law. And, if so, title to the 

beds of those water bodies vested in the State of Alaska as 

of the date of Statehood pursuant to Section 6(m) of the 

Alaska Statehnod Act, 72 Stat. 339, the Submerged Lands Act 

of 1953, 43 U.S.C. 51301 et seq., and the "equal footing" 

doctrine of Pollard v. Hagen, 44 U.S. 212 (1845). 

The ELM considered the unnamed water bodies listed 

in Exhibit A and concluded that "based on existing evidence, 

they were considered nonnavigable." Memorandum to Chief, 

Division of ANCSA Operations from State Director, dated 

May 22, 1980 at 2 (see attached Exhibit B). 

It is, therefore, the position of the BLM that the 

water bodies identified in Exhibit A are nonnavigable, and 

therefore the beds of these water bodies were properly 

approved for conveyance to Nunapitchuk, Ltd. and Calista 

Corporation. 

The burden of proof in this appeal is on the State 

of Alaska. The State has not Presented any evidence that 

establishes error in the BLM decision. The ELM requests 

1)KfiFflY'F I ,  
OCT 1 7 1980 

'.ASKA NATIVE CL.AI\I!: 
MP:AL COAXl 



that the Board order the State to produce factual evidence 

to substantiate its assertion to title to the beds of the 

water bodies listed in Exhibit A. If the State is unable to 

meet its burden of proof, BLM submits that its decision must 

be affirmed. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this day of October, 

1980, at Anchorage, Alaska. 

@KEVIN JONES 
Attorney-Advisor 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Alaska Region 

Counsel for the Bureau of Land 
Management 



EXHIBIT A 

The fo l lowing  w a t e r  b o d i e s  i n  t h e  Nunapitchuk 
V i l l a g e  conveyance a r e a ,  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  nav igab le  o n  t h e  S t a t e  
Water   el in eat ion Map for t h a t  a r e a ,  a r e  i n  d i spu te :  

Unnamed l a k e s ,  Secs .  3 ,  4 ,  and L O ,  T. 8 N . ,  R. 75 N., Seward 
Mer id ian .  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs .  3, 1 0 ,  and 11, T. 8 N., R. 75 W., Seward 
b le r id ian .  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs .  11, 1 4 ,  and 1 5 ,  T. 8 N., R. 75 W., Seward 
Mer id ian .  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs .  23 and 26, T. 8 N., R. 75 W . ,  Seward Meridian.  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs .  34 and  35, T. 8 N . ,  R.  75 W., and  Secs .  2 
and  3 ,  T. 7 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian.  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs .  8 a n d .  1 7 ,  T. 8 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian.  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs.  1, 2 ,  11, and 12 ,  T. 7 N . ,  R. 75 t i . ,  Seward 
Mer id ian .  

C 

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs.  4 and 9 ,  T.  7 N., R.  75 W . ,  Seward Meridian.  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs .  10 and 11, T.  7 N . ,  R .  75 W., Seward Meridian.  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs .  8 ,  9 ,  and  1 7 ,  T.  7 N . ,  R.  75 W., Seward 
Mer id ian .  

Unnamed l a k e  Secs .  14 and 23,  T .  7 N . ,  R. 7 5  W., Seward Meridian.  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs .  22, 23, and  26, T. 7 N . ,  R. 75 W., 
Seward Meridian.  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs .  19 and 2 0 ,  T. 7 N., R. 75 W., and Sec.  2 4 ,  
T. 7 N. ,  R. 76 W., Seward Mer id ian .  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Sec.  29, T. 7 N . ,  R. 75 W., Seward Mer id ian .  

Unnamed l a k e ,  Secs .  30 and 31, T. 7 N., R. 75 N., and  Secs .  25 
and 36,  T. 7 N., R. 76 W . ,  Seward ~ e r i d i a n .  



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS APPEAL BOARD 

P.O. Box 2433 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

IN RE: ) 

Appeal of 
STATE OF ALASKA 

from Decision of Bureau 
of Land Management 
F-14914-A 

MOTION FOR SEGREGATION 

ANCAB No. VLS 80-38 ) 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), by and through its 

undersigned attorney, moves the Board to issue an order providing for 

conveyance of the undisputed lands in this appeal in the following 

manner. 

Maps showing the waterbodies determined by BLM to be navigable 

and any additional waterbodies elaimed by the State will be made a 

part of the conveyance document. The conveyance document will describe 

the lands to be conveyed according to the BLM decision and will state: 

Excluded from the above-described lands are the 
submerged lands beneath all waterbodies deter- 
mined by the Bureau of Land Management to be 
navigable because they have been or could be 
used in connection with travel, trade and 
commerce and those waterbodies for which a 
final determination of navigability is pend- 
ing within the Department of the Interior, 
as depicted on the attached navigability 
maps, copies of which will be found in the 
easement case file, F-14865-EE. 

Copies of the maps which BLM proposes to use are attached 

hereto. 

Respectfully submitted this pday of October. 1981. 

Attorney-Advisor 
Office of the Regional Solicitor 
Alaska Region 
U . S .  Department of the Interior 

,... , , . , \  . .. , ~ 

Counsel for the ~ ~ ~ h d ~  ' . 
af Land Management, 

I 
: i  ;, 



I N  R E P L Y  R E F E R  T O :  

United States Department of the Interior 
A L A S K A  N A T I V E  C L A I M S  A P P E A L  B O A R D  

P . O .  B O X  24 33 
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  99510 

I N  RE:  Appeal o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Alaska ) 
) ORDER 

from Decis ion o f  t h e  Bureau of ) 
Land Management F-14914-A )SEGREGATING LANDS 

) 
ANCAB VLS 80-38 1 

I n  o r d e r  t o  p e r m i t  conveyance o f  l ands  n o t  i n  d i s p u t e  i n  
t h i s  appea l ,  t h e  Board s e g r e g a t e s  t h e  l a n d s  desc r ibed  below, 
which a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  d i s p u t e ,  from t h e  remainder 
o f  t h o s e  l ands  approved f o r  conveyance by t h e  above- 
cap t ioned  d e c i s i o n :  

The submerged l a n d s  benea th  t h o s e  water  bodies  w i t h i n  
t h e  conveyance a r e a  f o r  which a f i n a l  de t e rmina t ion  
o f  n a v i g a b i l i t y  i s  pending wi th in  t h e  Department o f  
t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  a s  d e p i c t e d  on t h e  n a v i g a b i l i t y  maps 
f i l e d  wi th  t h e  Motion f o r  Segrega t ion  d a t e d  Oct. 7 ,  
1981, of t h e  Bureau o f  Land Management. 

The conveyance o f  t h e  remainder o f  t h e  l a n d s  s e l e c t e d  by 
Nunapitchuk, Limited and approved f o r  conveyance i n  t h e  
above dec i s ion  shou ld  no t  be  delayed pending d e c i s i o n  o f  
t h i s  appea l .  This  Order is t o  become e f f e c t i v e  t e n  (10 )  
days  from t h e  d a t e  hereof  u n l e s s  w i th in  t h a t  p e r i o d  an 
o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  desc r ibed  seg rega t ion  is r e c e i v e d  by t h i s  
Board. 

DATED t h i s  26th day of October ,  1981, a t  Anchorage, Alaska.  

I T H  M. BRADY 



DISTRIBUTION: 

State of Alaska Bureau of Land Management 
Department of Law Office of the Regional Solicitor 
Office of the Attorney General 510 L Street, Suite 100 
Shelley J. Higgins, Esq. Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
420 L Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 Calista Corporation 

516 Denali Street 
Nunapitchuk, Limited Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Nunapitchuk, Alaska 99641 

Hearings Division 
Office of Hearings & Appeals 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
4015 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 

courtesy copy: 

State Director, Bureau of Land Management 
State of Alaska, Div. of Research G Development 



UNITED STATES DEPART-WNT OF THE INTERIOR 

ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS APPEAL BOARD 
P. 0. Box 2433 

Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

APPEAL OF THE STATE OF ALASKA ) 
) 

from Decision of the Bureau of ) 
Land Management F-14914-A ) 

ANCAB VLS 80-38 
) 

MOTION TO DISMISS APPEAL 

The appellant, State of Alaska,, hereby moves to 

dismiss this appeal, for the reason that it elects to 

pursue determination of its ownership of the submerged lands 

which are the subject of this appeal in the United States 

District Court, pursuant to Section 901 of the Alaska National 

Interest Lands Conservation Act (94 Stat. 2431) and other 

applicable law including the Alaska Statehood Act (72 Stat. 

3391, the Submerged Lands Act of 1953 (43. U.S.C. S1301 

. and the "equal footing" doctrine of Pollard v. Hagen, 

44 U.S. 212 (1845). Therefore, this administrative appeal 

should be dismissed, without prejudice to the State's bringing 

an appropriate civil action in U. S. District Court to 

conclusively adjudicate its claim of title to submerged 

lands. 

% Respectfully submitted this day of November, 

1981, at Anchorage, Alaska. 

WILSON L. CONDON 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
STATE OF ALASKA 

Assistant Attorney General 



Il UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR I 
ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS APPEAL BOARD 

P.O. BOX 2433 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

1) APPEAL OF THE STATE OF ALASKA ) 
I II from Decision o f  t h e  Bureau of 1 

Land Management F-14914-A 1 
6 

7 

11 (1  APPEAL w e r e  mailed t o  t h e  U.S. Department of  I n t e r i o r ,  Alaska / 

ANCAB VLS 80-38 
1 
) 
) 

8 

9 

10 

/I Native Claims Appeal Board, a t  t h e  above address.  Copies of 1 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

The undersigned hereby c e r t i f i e s  t h a t  on t h e  eday 

of  December, 1981,the o r i g i n a l  and one copy of  MOTION TO DISMISS. 

MOTION TO DISMISS APPEAL were served by mail  to :  I 
Hearings Divis ion Bureau of Land Management 
Of f i ce  o f  Hearings & Appeals O f f i c e  of  t h e  Regional S o l i c i t  r 
U.S. Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r  510 L S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  100 
4015 Wilson Boulevard Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Arl ington,  Vi rg in ia  22203 i 
C a l i s t a  Corporation Nunapitchuk, Limited 
516 Denali  S t r e e t  Nunapitchuk, Alaska 99641 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 1 + DATED t h i s  day of December, 1981. 

b&h ok- 
n M .  Ols6n. Sec re ta ry  



Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 24 
2620 (NAV) (932) 

@-14914~~ 

Memorandum 

To: Regional Solicitor's Office, Anchorage, Alaska 
Attn: Kevin Johnson, Attorney-Advisor 

From: State Director, BLM 

Subject: Navigability Review, Nunapitchuk Village Selection 

Enclosed is a copy of a trip report containing recommendations made as 
to the navigability or nonnavigability of certain water bodies in the 
area selected by the Nunapitchuk Village Corporation. 

The work was done without an awareness on the part of all parties that 
an appeal had been filed. We apologize for the error. 

A brief staff report has been prepared recommending an unnamed lake 
system in Section 33 and 34, TION, R74W, SM and Sections 3, 4, 5, 9 and 
10, T9N, R74W, SM be considered administratively navigable, and two 
other water bodies be considered administratively nonnavigable. 

I have concurred with these recommendations. 

Enclosures: 
1. Trip report of 9/15/80 - Karstetter 
2. Navigability Review 10/14/80 - Resources 



I ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS APPEAL BOARD P r -  . . ..- 
P.O. B O X  2 4 3 3  

LL:, & ,  . I !; ; , .  i d  , . ,  . 
A N C H O R A G E .  ALASKA 99510 

APPEAL OF NUNAPITCHUK, LIMITED 

ANCAB VLS 80-40 Decided December 18, 1980 

Appeal from the Decision of the Alaska State Director, 
Bureau of Land Management F-14914-A. 

Sustained in part; dismissed in part. 

1. Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act: Navigable 
Waters: Generally--Alaska: Navigable Waters: 
Generally 

Where the Bureau of Land Management has redeter- 
mined that water bodies which are the subject of 
an appeal are navigable, and where the Board finds 
that the facts in the record upon which the Bureau 
of Land Management made its redetermination meet 
the essential elements of navigability, and where 
the facts in the record are undisputed so that no 
issue of fact as to navigability remains before 
the Board, then the Board will find the water 
bodies to be navigable. 

2. Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act: Administra- 
tive Procedure: Decision to Issue Conveyance-- 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act: Administra- 
tive Procedure: Publication 

Redetermination by the Bureau of Land Management 
of navigability of water bodies while jurisdiction 
over the subject water bodies is in the Alaska 
Native Claims Appeal Board is not a "decision" of 
the Bureau of Land Management, and notice thereof 
is not required to be published pursuant to L3  CFR 
2650.7. 

3. Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act: Alaska Native 
Claims Appeal Board: Appeals: Dismissal 

Absent reasons justifying continuance of the 
appeal, the Board will dismiss a particular 
portion of an appeal when there remain in that 
portion no issues to be resolved by the Board. 

5 ANCAB 139 



ANCAB VLS 80-40 

APPEARANCES : James T. Brennan, Esq. , Hedland, Fleischer 
& Friedman, for Nunapitchuk, Ltd.; G. Kevin Jones, Esq., 
and M. Francis Neville, Esq., Office of the Regional . -, - 
Solicitor, for Bureau of Land Management. 3. -. , o , 

. -. 
"-a 

OPINION BY ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS APPEAL BOARD r-4  
- 

. . 

..- 
Summary of Appeal . . 

. . > 

This appeal concerns a situation in which the Bureau -1 - 
. - - of Land Management found two water bodies to be nonnavigablk ,-= 

and published a Decision to Issue Conveyance reflecting : 1 

that finding. The finding was appealed. Following a meeting 
with appellant's representatives and the review of newly- 
acquired information, the Bureau of Land Management 
notified the Board and the parties to the appeal that it 
had redetermined its own finding, with the result that one 
of the water bodies was determined navigable, the other 
nonnavigable. Subsequently, the Bureau of Land Management 
and the appellant filed a stipulation agreeing to the find- 
ings of the Bureau upon redetermination. 

The Board holds that under certain circumstances, upon 
notice of an internal redetermination of navigability by 
the Bureau of Land Management of a water body under appeal, 
the Board may rule on the record rather than return juris- 
diction to the Bureau of Land Management for a new publish- 
able decision. Further, the Board holds that the parties' 
stipulation regarding the water body redetermined nonnaviga- 
able constitutes an admission by appellant of the validity 
of the Bureau's determination as to that water body. Such 
admission eliminated the basis of the appeal with regard 
to that water body by mooting the only issue, and dismissal 
of that portion is appropriate. 

Jurisdiction 

The Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board, pursuant to 
delegation of authority to administer the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act, 85 Stat. 688, as amended, 43 U.S.C. 
$ 9  1601-1628 (1976 and Supp. I 1977), and the implementing 
regulations in 43 CFR Part 2650 and 43 CFR Part 4, Subpart 
J ,  hereby makes the following findings, conclusions and 
decision. 

Procedural Background 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) on July 25, 1980, 
issued the above-referenced decision to issue conveyance 
of lands to Nunapitchuk, Ltd. On Sept. 5, 1980, Nunapitchuk, 
Ltd. entered this appeal alleging error on the part of the 

5 ANCAB 140 



* 

ANCAB VLS 80-40 

BLM for failure to determine two certain bodies of water 
navigable and to exclude the submerged lands underlying 
these bodies of water from acreage chargeable to Nunapit- 
chuk, Ltd. selections. The water bodies in issue are: 

(1) unnamed lake with interconnecting sloughs located -,,. 
in Secs. 33 and 3 4 ,  T. 10 N . ,  R .  74 W., Sewar%,, ,&&; 
Meridian, and Secs. 3, 4, 5, 8, 9 and 10, - -- I F$- - T. 9 N., R. 74 W, Seward Meridian (referred to..in - -- 
the pleadings as Lake A); ,-- - ,. - . -325 . d... . . 

-:. .- -. ,.- , .. , 3.': .I r... .-. (2) unnamed lake located in Secs. 15 and 16, .. - ~. 
. . - ->s.-- 

T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian (referred  to::^-^^^. C-..-L; 
in the pleadings as Lake B). -. , - -~ , ' -2 -  #- - 7_. 

On Oct. 17. 1980, the BLM filed its Answer to appel- 
land's Statement of Reasons and Interest ~ffected. The 
Answer declared that BLM had redetermined the navigability 
of both of the contested water bodies, with the result that 
Lake A was determined navigable and Lake B nonnavigable. 
BLM urged, pursuant to the decision of this Board in Appeal 
of Bristol Bay Native Corporation, 4 ANCAB 3 5 5 ,  87 I.D. 
341 (1980) [VLS 80-21, that it was appropriate for the Board 
to make its own ruling concerning the navigability of Lake 
A rather than to return jurisdiction to the BLM. Regarding 
Lake B, BLM maintained that its determination of nonnavi- 
gability was correct. 

On Dec. 10, 1980, Nunapitchuk, Ltd. and the BLM filed 
a Stipulation for Settlement and Motion for Dismissal. 
Therein, the parties stipulated that the unnamed lake and 
interconnecting sloughs referred to as Lake A were naviga- 
ble, and that the submerged lands underlying those waters 
should not be charged to Nunapitchuk, Ltd.'s selections. 
Further, the parties stipulated that Lake B was nonnaviga- 
ble. Appellant, Nunapitchuk, moved for approval of the 
stipulated agreement on the basis of facts set forth in 
the statement of reasons and the Answer. 

Decision 

[I, 21 In Appeal of Bristol Bay Native Corporation, 
supra, the Board held that: 

Where the BLM has redetermined that water bodies which 
are the subject of an appeal pending before the Board 
are navigable, and where the Board finds that the facts 
in the record upon which BLM made its redetermination 
meet the essential elements of navigability enunciated 
in Appeal of Doyon, Ltd., 4 ANCAB 50, 86 I.D. 692 
(1979) [RLS 76-21, and where the facts in the record 
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are undisputed so that no issue of fact as to naviga- 
bility remains before the Board, then the Board will 
find the water bodies to be navigable. 

87 I.D. 341, 346. 

The Board also held that: 

[Flor purposes of clarification, * * * redetermination 
by the BLM of navigability of water bodies while juris- 
diction over such water bodies is in the Alaska Native - :-, 
Claims Appeal Board is not a 'decision' of the BLM, 
and notice is not required to be published pursuant r.2 
to 4 3  CFR 2650.7. 

i; 

87 I.D. 341, 345. - - . . 
8 ~. -. 

a - - - 
As to "Lake A," redetermined by the BLM to be naviga{c -- - 

ble, the facts in this appeal satisfy the guidelines set - 
2 - 

forth in Appeal of Bristol Bay Native Corporation, supra, 
for a finding by the Board, without hearing, of naviga- 
bility. 

In its statement of reasons, Nunapitchuk, Ltd. 
declared that Lake A connects with the Johnson River (deter- 
mined by the BLM to be navigable) and constitutes a link in 
the primary water route between the villages of Nunapitchuk 
and Atmautluak, which route sustains commercial use. Appel- 
lant declared that use of Lake A for waterborn commerce 
has been notorious and might even be documented, and that 
BLM's failure to describe Lake A as navigable in its above- 
referenced decision to issue conveyance appeared to result 
merely from the failure of maps used by the BLM to depict 
Lake A. 

BLM's Answer, as specified above, declared that Lake 
A had been redetermined to be navigable, and asserted the 
propriety of the Board's ruling in accord. Attached as 
exhibits to the Answer were memoranda concerning BLM's navi- 
gability redeterminations. 

One memorandum, addressed to the BLM Alaska State 
Director from the Chief, Division of Resources, indicated 
agreement that Lake A should be [reldetermined navigable, 
and declared, apparently in explanation of the original 
determination: 

Neither the Bureau of Land Management status records 
nor the USGS maps show the interconnecting channels 
between this lake and other water systems which were 
previously considered navigable by BLM. 

The inaccuracy of USGS maps and BLM status records 
for townships in this area is a known fact. 
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A memorandum to files from Marty Karstetter concerned 
a meeting on Sept. 10, 1980 between representatives of 
Nunapitchuk, Ltd. and BLM. At the meeting, appellant's , 

representatives informed the BLM that Lake A was intercon- 
nected with the Johnson River, Nunavakanukakslak Lake, and 
an unnamed lake system to the east, all of which had been 
determined navigable by the BLM. The system was said to be 
used by approximately 70 to 100 boats a week for inter- 
village travel between Nunapitchuk and Atmautluak. 

The memorandum cited Marty Karstetter as having told 
the village corporation representatives that BLM had 
intended to declare navigable all interconnecting water 
bodies in the area, but the maps did not show them con- 
necting [with Lake A]. Subsequent memoranda indicated that 
BLM accepted without dispute the information provided at 
the meeting by village representatives. Such information 
formed the basis for BLM's redetermination of navigabilf-ty. 

> - - -  u 
The undisputed facts stated above indicate use of Lakes 

A as a highway of commerce, and thus meet the essential5 
elements of navigability enunciated in Appeal of Doyon,-_ - - 
Ltd supra. No issue of fact as to the navigability ofr. -2 .* 
Lake A remains before the Board. -.: 7 - - - 

r 
Accordingly, the Board finds the unnamed lake and - 

interconnecting sloughs situated in Secs. 33 and 34, 
T. 10 N., R. 74 W., S.M. and Secs. 3, 4, 5, 8, 9 and 10, 
T. 9 N., R. 74 W., S.M. (referred to in the pleadings as 
Lake A) to be navigable. As the Board has authority under 
43 CFR 4.l(b)(5) to "consider and decide finally for the 
Department appeals to the head of the Department," such 
finding is not a decision of the BLM, and notice thereof 
is not required to be published pursuant to 43 CFR 2650.7. 

The parties' stipulation that Lake B is nonnavigable 
constitutes, in part, an admission by appellant of the 
validity of the BLM's determination as to Lake B. There 
are, accordingly, no issues with regard to Lake B yet to be 
resolved by the Board. No reasons justifying the continu- 
ance of the portion of the appeal regarding Lake B are 
apparent from the record. 

[3] Absent reasons justifying continuance of the 
appeal, the Board will dismiss a particular portion of an 
appeal when there remain in that portion no issues to be 
resolved by the Board. 
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ANCAB VLS 80-40 

Order 

The Bureau of Land Management is Ordered to exclude' 
from conveyance under ANCSA to Nunapitchuk, Ltd. the sub- 
merged lands underlying the lake and interconnecting 
sloughs in Secs. 33 and 34, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., S.M., and 
Secs. 3, 4, 5, 8, 9 and 10, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., S.M., and to 
exclude the acreage of such lands from Nunapitchuk, Ltd.'s 
entitlement under ANCSA. 

Further, the Board hereby dismisses that portion of 
the above-designated appeal which involves the unnamed lake 
in Secs. 15 and 16, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., S.M. (referred to 
in the pleadings as Lake B). 

This represents a unanimous decision of the Board. 

- - 'ti 
.--;I 

CY 

. .. 
ABIGAIa F .  DUNNING -* 
Administrative Appeals Judge - 

J 
-9 - - 

-/ - - - 
/ 

? 
/ 

Administrative Appeals Judge 

DISTRIBUTION: 

Nunapitchuk, Limited Bureau of Land Management 
James T. Brennan, Esq. Office of the Regional Solicitor 
Hedland, Fleischer & Friedman M. Francis Neville, Esq. 
1016 W. 6th Ave., Suite 400 510 L Street, Suite 408 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Calista Corporation 
516 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

courtesy copy: 
/ 

/state Director, Bureau of Land Management 
State of Alaska, Division of Research and Development 
Department of Law, Office of the Attorney General 
Nunapitchuk, Limited 
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2620 (NAV) (932) 
F-14914-EE 

QCT 14 1960 
Memorandum 

To: State Director 

From: Chief, Division of Resources 

Subject: Navigability Recommendations - Nunapitchuk Selection 

After a trip to Nuanpitchuk and a meeting with members of the Nunapitchuk 
Village Corporation, Marty Karstetter, Easement Identification Branch, 
ANCSA Operations met with Sherman Berg of my staff. 

Three water bodies were discussed. Based on information provided to Mr. 
Karstetter, it was agreed that an unnamed lake system in Sections 33 and 
34, TION, R74W, SM and Sections 3, 4, 5, 9 and 10, T9N, R74W, SM, should 
be administratively determined to be navigable. The other two were 
considered nonnavigable. 

Neither the Bureau of Land Management status records nor the USGS maps 
show the interconnecting channels between this lake and other water 
systems which were previously considered navigable by BLM. 

The inaccuracy of USGS maps and BLM status records for townships in this 
area is a known fact. 

This may cause problems in the adjudication of this selection, but based 
on data provided by the members of the Village Corporation, I believe we 
should consider the above lake system and its interconnecting sloughs 
administratively navigable. 

The other two water bodies are recommended to be considered nonnavigable 
based on date which is repeated in the trip report. 

This office's response to the question of navigability of water bodies 
under question in this area was made without the knowledge that an 
appeal had been filed. 

Your concurrence with the above is requested. 

_ ? .  " ;c:.;,, 

I concur, . ! , I  

/S/ CURTIS V. W V " F  QCT 1 4 ,980 

State Director Date 
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Memorandum 

To : 
'3 .5  

Chief, Division of ANCSA and State Conveyances (960) dij 
From: SD % 
Subject: Amendment of Navigability Determinations Listed in 

May 22, 1980, State Director's Memorandum of Final 
Easements for Nunapitchuk, Limited for the Village 
of Nunapitchuk 

On May 22, 1980, the Final State Director's Memorandum for 
Nunapitchuk was signed. Recent review of the recommendations 
made on navigability by the resource staff requires amendment of 
the original navigability findings. The following waters are 
also determined to be navigable: 

a. An unnamed slough and lake system in Secs. 16, 
17, 20, 21, 28, and 29, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., 
Seward Meridian; 

b. Pikmiktalik River and its interconnecting sloughs 
throughout the selection; and 

c .  An unnamed lake and slough in Secs. 3, 4, 5, 
9, and 10, T. 8 N., R. 75 W . ,  Seward Meridian. 
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F-14914-A (Anch.) (2651)  
F-14914-EE (Anch.)  ( 7 5 . 4 )  
AA-10372 1/ ( 2 6 5 3 )  - 
(961)  

CERTIFIED M A I L  
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

* DECISION 

Nunapitchuk L imi ted  F-14914-A 
Nunapi tchuk,  Alaska  99641 V i l l a g e  S e l e c t i o n  

C a l i s t a  C o r p o r a t i o n  
516 D e n a l i  S t r e e t  
Anchorage, Alaska  99501 

AA-10372 1/ 
Sec .  1 4 ( h i ( 1 )  S e l e c t i o n s  

D e c i s i o n  o f  J u l y  25,  1980 
Modif ied i n  P a r t  

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  is t o  modify t h e  D e c i s i o n  t o  I s s u e  
Conveyance ( D I C )  d a t e d  J u l y  25, 1980 , . and  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  
R e g i s t e r  on  page 50660. The D I C ,  d a t e d  J u l y  25, 1980, i n c l u d e d  
t h o s e  water b o d i e s  de te rmined  t o  be  n a v i g a b l e  a s  recommended i n  t h e  
Alaska  S t a t e  D i r e c t o r  (SD),  BLM, memorandum d a t e d  May 22 ,  1980,  con- 
c e r n i n g  f i n a l  easemen t s  f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Nunapitchuk.  

On March 10 ,  1982, a n  amendment t o  t h e  SD memorandum o f  May 22 ,  1980, 
was i s s u e d  which c o n t a i n e d  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  nav- 
i g a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  water b o d i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  Nunapitchuk conveyance  
area. T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  n a v i g a b i l i t y  i n f o r m a t i o n  is modi f i ed  as 
f o l l o w s  : 

Page 50662 

The p a r a g r a p h  b e g i n n i n g  " w i t h i n  t h e  above-descr ibed  l a n d s ,  o n l y  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n l a n d  w a t e r  b o d i e s  are c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  n a v i g a b l e " :  

T h i s  p a r a g r a p h  i s  h e r e b y  modi f i ed  t o  add t h e  f o l l o w i n g  water 
b o d i e s  t o  t h e  l ist:  

An unnamed s l o u g h  add l a k e  sys tem i n  Secs .  16 ,  17 ,  20,  
21, 28, and  29, T.  10  N . ,  R.  74 W . ,  Seward Mer id ian ;  

P i k m i k t a l i k  R ive r  and i t s  i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g  s l o u g h s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e l e c t i o n ;  and  



An unnamed lake and slough in Secs. 3, 4, 5, 9, and 10, T. 8 N., 
R. 75 W., Seward Meridian. 

This modified decision constitutes the final administrative 
determination of the Bureau of Land Management concerning navigability 
of water bodies. 

- The DIC of July 25, 1980, approved conveyance of the surface 
estate of the beds of the above-described water bodies to Nunapitchuk 
Limited and conveyance of the subsurface estate of the same land 
to Calista Corporation. As the water bodies are now considered 
navigable, the submerged lands beneath them are not public lands 
and are therefore not available for conveyance to the Native 
corporations under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43 
CFR 2650.0-5(g)). Therefore, the DIC of July 25, 1980, is hereby 
modified to exclude the submerged lands of the above-described 
water bodies. This acreage will not be charged against the 
village corporation's entitlement. 

Except as modified by this decision, the decision of July 25, 
1980, stands as written. 

/a/ Ruth Stodcte 
~ d ~ h i e f ,  Branch of ANCSA 

Adjudication 

961:DDiakakis:cea:03/12/82 
CEA 10/ D cea:03/15/82 



F-14914-A (Anch.) (2651 
(961) 

The Tundra Drums 
P.O. Box 868 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is a decision to be published once each week in 
consecutive weekly issues for 4 weeks. 

Please send a tear sheet of the first published decision 
immediately to this office (Attention: ANCSA Adjudication/961) for 
proofing and verification. If there are deviations from the 
attached copy, corrections can then be made before the next 
publication, reducing your republication expense. 

At the expiration of the period of publication, please submit 
your invoice and approprihte tear sheets, together with the 
original and one copy of our Advertising Order and Public Voucher 
with the affidavit on the reverse side completed. 

A standard affidavit or proof of publication.(notarized) must 
also be submitted for inclusion in our administrative file. 
Please send this and the documents listed in the paragraph 
above to the attention of Management Services (951). 

Sincerely yours, 

A- Chief, Branch of ANCSA 
Adjudication 

Enclosures: 
Notice of Decision for Publication 
Public Voucher for Advertising (3) 
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MAY r! R 1981 
Memorandum 

To : Chie f ,  Div is ion  of ANCSA Operations (960)  

From : Acting SD 

Sub jec t :  F ina l  Easements f o r  t h e  V i l l age  of Atmautluak 

Following a r e  t he  f i n a l  easement,  major waterway, and n a v i g a b i l i t y  
recommendations f o r  l a n d s  s e l e c t e d  by Atmautluak Limited ( v u  

t l u a k  . Of t h o s e  recommendations my dec i s ion  i s  a s  
Of f o l  w ows 

MAJOR WATERWAYS: 
Maior waterwavs were d i scussed .  The Johnson River and t h e  
~ i h i k t a l i k  ~ i v e r  were considered t o  be major throughout t he  
s e l e c t i o n .  These r i v e r s  provide the  primary i n t e r v i l l a g e  su r f ace  
t r a n s p o r t  r o u t e  between t h e  nearby v i l l a g e s  t o  pub l i c  waterways 
and t o  pub l i c  l ands .  They a r e  used by v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  
a s  well  a s  the  l oca l  i n h a b i t a n t s  f o r  i n t e r v i l l a g e  t r a v e l ,  movement 
of  s u p p l i e s  and equipment and t h e  ga the r ing  of r e s o u r c e s .  

NAVIGABILITY: 
The .following water bodies  a r e  determined t o  be nav igable  due t o  
p re sen t  and h i s t o r i c  uses  i n  connection with t r a d e  and commerce: 

Johnson River through t h e  s e l e c t i o n ;  

P ikmikta l ik  River through the  s e l e c t i o n ;  

The unnamed lake  system between the  P ikmikta l ik  and Johnson 
Rivers i n  Secs .  7 ,  8 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  1 9 ,  20,  21, 2 7 ,  28,  29,  3 0 ,  3 1 ,  
3 2 ,  and 3 3 ,  T .  9 N . ,  R .  7 3  W . ;  and Secs .  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  and 1 0 ,  
T. 8 N . ,  R .  7 4  W . ,  Seward Meridian; 

An unnamed slough and lake system from where i t  flows from 
t h e  Pikmiktal ik  River i n  Sec. 1 ,  T. 8 N . ,  R .  74 W . ,  t o  i t s  
confluence wi th  t he  Kongeruk River i n  Sec.  2 9 ,  T. 8 N . ,  
R. 7 3  I./., Seward Meridian;  

The Kongeruk River and an unnamed slough and l ake  system 
from where i t  flows from the  aforementioned unnamed slough 
i n  Sec.  5 ,  T .  8  N . ,  R .  7 3  W . ,  downstream t o  t he  Kongeruk 
R i v e r ' s  conf luence wi th  t h e  Johnson River i n  Sec .  6 ,  T.  7 N . ,  
R .  7 3  W., Seward Meridian;  and 

An unnamed slough and l ake  system between t h e  Johnson and 
P i t m i k t a l i k  R ive r s .  The system j o i n s  t h e  Johnson River i n  
Sec .  25, T .  11 N . ,  R .  7 4  W . ,  and t h e  P ikmikta l ik  River i n  
Sec .  24 ,  T .  11 N . ,  R .  7 3  W . ,  and Secs .  4  and 8 ,  T. 10 N., 
R .  7 3  W . ,  Seward Meridian.  



- k l l  o ther  named and unnamed water bodies within the  lands t o  be 
conveyed were reviewed. Based on e x i s t i n g  evidence, they were 
determined t o  be nonnavigable . 
ALLOWABLE USES : 

A l l  easements a r e  subject  t o  app l icab le  
Federal ,  S t a t e ,  o r  Municipal corpora t ion 
regu la t ion .  The following i s  a l i s t i n g  of 
uses allowed f o r  each type of easement iden- 
t i f i e d .  Uses which a r e  not s p e c i f i c a l l y  
l i s t e d  a r e  prohibi ted .  

25 Foot T r a i l  - The uses allowed on a twenty- 
f i v e  (25) foot  wide t r a i l  easement a r e :  
t r a v e l  by f o o t ,  dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, 
two- and three-wheel vehic les ,  and small 
a l l - t e r r a i n  vehic les  ( l e s s  than 3,000 l b s .  
Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW) ) . 

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: 

( E I N  1 D l ,  D9) An easement f o r  an e x i s t i n g  access 
t r a i l ,  twenty-five (25) f e e t  i n  ,width, from Kasigluk 
i n  Sec. 2,  T.  9 N . ,  R .  75 W . ,  Seward Meridian, 
southeas ter ly  t o  Atmautluak and on t o  Bethel. The 
uses allowed a r e  those l i s t e d  above f o r  a twenty- 
f i v e  (25) foot  wide t r a i l  easement. The season of 
use  w i l l  be l imi ted  t o  winter .  

Discussion: 
This easement i s  necessary f o r  t r ave l  between 
v i l l a g e s  and f o r  access t b  public waters.  This 
t r a i l  i s  a heavily used route  between Kasigluk and 
Bethel.  It: i s  used by a number of people from a 
va r i e ty  of v i l l a g e s  and i s  necessary t o  provide 
public  access across t h e  se lec ted  lands t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  and public  waters .  Through various 
branches, t h i s  t r a i l  a l s o  provides access t o  
publ ic  lands. 

The following easements were considered but not recommended: 

a .  ( E I N  8 C5) A one (1) acre  s i t e  easement, upland 
of the  ordinary high water mark, i n  Secs. 4 and 5, 
T .  8 N . ,  R .  74 W . ,  Seward Meridian, on the  l e f t  
bank of Johnson River.  

Discussion: 
The easement i s  located within a Native al lotment .  



b. ( E I N  9 C4) A streamside easement, twenty-five 
(25) f e e t  i n  width, upland of and p a r a l l e l  t o  the 
ordinary high water mark on a l l  banks of the  
Johnson River throughout t h e  Atmautluak se lec t ion .  

Discussion: 
This  easement i s  rec rea t iona l  i n  nature .  It does 
not meet the  requirements of t h e  new easement 
regula t ions  published November 2 7 ,  1978. 

c .  ( E I N  10 C4) A streamside easement, twenty-five 
(25) f e e t  i n  width, upland of and p a r a l l e l  t o  the 
ordinary high water mark on a l l  banks of the  
navigable por t ion  of t h e  Pikmiktalik River,  from 
t h e  Johnson River t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Atmautluak, 
and a streamside easement twenty-five (25) f e e t  i n  
width upland of and p a r a l l e l  t o  the  ordinary high 
water mark on a l l  banks of the  nonnavigable 
port ion of t h e  Pikmiktalik River from the  v i l l age  
of Atmautlauk nor ther ly  t o  pub l ic  lands.  

Discussion : 
This easement is r ec rea t i ona l  i n ' n a t u r e .  It does 
not meet t h e  requirements of the  new easement 
regu la t ions  published November, 27, 1978. 

d. ( E I N  11 C4) A s i t e  easement, upland of the  ordinary 
high water mark, i n  Sec. 31, T. 11 N . ,  R .  72 W . ,  
Seward Meridian, on the l e f t  bank of t h e  Pikmiktalik 
River. The s i t e  i s  one (1)  ac r e  i n  s i z e  with an 
add i t iona l  twenty-five (25) foot  wide easement on 
t h e  bed of t h e  r i v e r  along the  e n t i r e  waterfront  
of the  s i t e .  

Discussion: 
I t  was determined t h a t  the  easement was not  necessary 
because publ ic  land i s  located nearby where people 
can camp. 

e. (EIN  12 C4, C5) A one (1) ac re  s i t e  easement, 
upland of t h e  ordinary high water mark, i n  Sec. 25, 
T.  9 N . ,  R .  73 W . ,  Seward Meridian, on the  l e f t  
bank of t h e  Pikmiktalik River .  

Discussion: 
I t  was determined t h a t  t h e  easement was not  necessarv , 
because public  land i s  located nearby where people 
can camp. Travelers  can a l s o  s t ay  i n  the  v i l l age .  

f .  ( E I N  14 C )  The r i g h t  of the  United S t a t e s  t o  
en t e r  upon t h e  lands here in  granted,  f o r  cadas t r a l ,  
geodetic or  o ther  survey purposes, i s  reserved,  
together  with the  r i g h t  t o  do a l l  things necessary 
i n  connection therewith. 



Discussion: 
The new easement regulations make no provision for 
this type of easement. 

g. (EIN 15 C) Easement for transportation of energy, 
fuel, and natural resources which are the property 
of the United States or which are intended for 
delivery to the United States or which are produced 
by the United States. These easements also include 
the right to build any related facilities necessary 
for the exercise of the right to transport energy, 
fuel, and natural resources, including those related 
facilities necessary during periods of planning, 
locating, constructing, operating, maintaining, or 
terminating transportation systems. 

Discussion: 
The new easement regulations make no provision for 
this type of easement. 

h. (EIN 16b C5) An easement twenty (20) feet in 
width for a proposed buried powerline from the 
village of Atmautluak in Sec. 20, T. 9 N., R. 73 W., 
Seward Meridian, northwesterly to the powerplant at 
the village of Nunapitchuk. 

Discussion: 
Final design necessary to assure correct location 
of the proposed powerline is not complete at this time 

/S/ Fred E. Wolf 

" . ~. 
eaj : 04/09/81 
eaj :04/17/81 



AM-M (018) 
(w/mapa) 

Chief, Branch of Lands (941) 

Chief, Branch of Office Engineering (922) 

Chief, Branch of Easement Identification (963) . . .  

Fire Management (970) 
Attn: J. Costello 

961:DGibbens:lm:07/23/81 cea:10/09/81 
lDIC/M cea:08/03/81 eaj r10/15/81*f 

cea:08/10/81 lm: 1/7/82*f 
eaj : 08/26/81 eaj : 1/15/82*f 
eaj:08/28/81 eaj : 1/20/82*f 
wmc:10/06/81 eaj : 1/26/82*f 
wmc:10/07/81 eej : 02/08/82*f 

eaj : 02/09/82*£ 
slt:02/24/82*f 
eaj : 02/25/82*f 
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SEP 14 1981 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Decision 
Atmautluak Limited F-14835-A 
Atmautluak, Alaska 99559 Village Selection 

Calista Corporation 
516 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

AA-10139 lJ 
Section 14(h)(l) 
Selections 

Section 12(b) Application Rejected in Part 
Section 14(h)(l) Applications Rejected in Entirety 

Lands Proper f o ~  Village Selection 
Approved for Interim Conveyance 

On November 22, 1974, Atmautluak Limited, for the Native 
village of Atmautluak, filed selection application F-14835-A 
under the provisions of Sec. 12 of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971, (85 Stat. 688, 701; 43 
U.S.C. 1601, 1611) (1976) (ANCSA), for the surface estate of certain 
lands in the vicinity of Atmautluak, Alaska. 

On December 12, 1975, Atmautluak Limited filed selection 
application F-14835-A2 pursuant to Sec. 12(b) of ANCSA, for 
certain lands previously selected pursuant to Sec. 12(a) with 
the statement that their Sec. 12(a) selection overrides the 
Sec. 12(b) selection. Therefore, application F-14835-A2 
is hereby rejected as to the lands herein approved for conveyance. 

On October 31, 1975. Calista Corporation filed selection applications 
AA-10139, AA-10140, AA-10141 and AA-10150; on November 3, 1975, 
filed selection applications AA-10151 and AA-10153; on April 28, 1976, 
filed selection applications AA-11268, AA-11309, AA-11310, 
AA-11314 and AA-11315; on June 4, 1976, filed selection application 
AA-11668; and on June 25, 1976, filed selection application 
AA-11740; all pursuant to Sec. 14(h)(l) of ANCSA. Section 14(h) 
and Department regulations issued thereunder authorized the 
Secretary of the Interior to withdraw and convey only unreserved 
and unappropriated public lands. 



Since the lands encompassed in the subject Sec. 14(h)(l) . 
applications had been properly selected by Atmautluak Limited 
under Sec. 12 of ANCSA, these lands were not unreserved or 
unappropriated at the time of selection by Calista Corporation. 
Therefore, the aforementioned applications must be and are 
hereby rejected in their entirety and will be closed of record 
when this decision becomes final. 

As to the lands described below, selection application F-14835-A 
is properly filed and meets the requirements of the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act and of the regulations issued pursuant 
thereto. These lands do not include any lawful entry perfected 
under or being maintained in compliance with laws leading to 
acquisition of title. 

In view of the foregoing, the surface estate of the following 
described lands, selected pursuant to Sec. 12(a) of ANCSA, 
aggregating approximately 83,017 acres, is considered proper for 
acquisition by Atmautluak Limited and is hereby approved for 
conveyance pursuant to Sec. 14(a) of ANCSA: 

U.S. Survey No. 2052 situated at Tundra, 
Alaska. 

Containing 4.22 acres. 

Seward Meridian Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T. 9 N., R. 72 W. 
Secs. 3 to 10, inclusive: 
Secs. 15 to 22, inclusive; 
Secs. 27, 28 and 29; 
Sec. 30, excluding Native allotments F-14378 

and F-17809 Parcel A; 
Sec. 31; 
Sec. 32, excluding Native allotment F-15484; 
Sec. 33. . 
Containing approximately 14,298 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 72 W. 
Secs. 3 to 10, inclusive; 
Secs. 15 to 22, inclusive; 
Secs. 27 to 34, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 15,267 acres. 

T. 11 N., R. 72 W. 
Sec. 29; 
Sec. 30, excluding U.S. Survey 2052 and Native 

allotments F-14220 and F-14980 Parcel B; 
Secs. 31 to 34, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 3,705 acres. 



T. 8 N., R. 73 W. 
Sec. 4, excluding Native allotments F-13999 

and F-15617; 
Sec. 5, excluding Native allotments F-17927 Parcel A 

and F-18896; 
Sec. 6, excluding Native allotments F-15483 and 

F-17927 Parcel A; 
Sec. 7, excluding Native allotment F-17927 Parcel A; 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotments F-17927 Parcel A 

and F-18896. 

Containing approximately 2,597 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 73 W. 
Sec. 1, excluding Native allotment F-18865; 
Secs. 2 to 9, inclusive; 
Sec. 10, excluding Native allotment F-17809 

Parcel B; 
Secs. 11, 12 and 13; 
Sec. 14, excluding Native allotment F-14389 Parcel B; 
Secs. 15 to 19, inclusive; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native allotment F-13263; 
Sec. 21, excluding Native allotments F-13263, 

F-17810 and F-17811 Parcel A; 
Sec. 22, excluding Native allotment F-18892; 
Secs. 23 to 27, inclusive; 
Secs. 28 and 29 excluding Native allotment F-13263; 
Secs. 30 to 33, inclusive; 
Sec. 34, excluding Native allotment F-17811 Parcel B; 
Sec. 35, excluding Native allotments F-15483 and 

F-18885 ; 
Sec. 36, excluding Native allotment F-15483. 

Containing approximately 20,078 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 73 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2 excluding Native allotment F-18867: 
Sec. 3, excluding ~ative allotment F-16907 ~arcei A; 
Secs. 4 to 17, inclusive; 
Sec. 18, excluding Native allotment F-14960 Parcel A; 
Secs. 20 and 21; 
Sec. 22, excluding Native allotment F-14239; 
Secs. 23 to 28, inclusive; 
Sec. 33; 
Sec. 34, excluding Native allotment F-14256 Parcel A; 
Sec. 35, excluding Native allotments F-14256 Parcel A, 

F-18897 and F-18898; 
Sec. 36, excluding Native allotment F-14054. 

Containing approximately 16,346 acres. 

T. 11 N., R. 73 W. 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotments F-14220, 

F-14980 parcel B and F-17958; 
Secs. 26 to 36, inclusive. 



Containing approximately 4,542 acres. 

T. 8 N., R. 74 W. 
Sec. 1, excluding Native allotments F-15483 

and F-18885; 
Sec. 2, excluding Native allotment F-15938; 
sec. 3; 
Sec. 4, excluding Native allotments F-14252 Parcel B, 

F-17334 Parcel B and F-17923 Parcel A; 
Sec. 9, excluding Native allotments F-14257 Parcel B, 

F-14962 Parcel D, F-15578 and F-17334 Parcel B; 
Sec. 10, excluding Native allotment F-15940; 
Sec. 11, excluding Native allotments F-15938, F-15939, 

F-15945 and F-17467 Parcel B; 
Sec. 12; 
Sec. 14, excluding Native allotments F-15939 and 

F-17467 Parcel B; 
Sec. 15, excluding Native allotments F-025351, F-15940 

and F-17467 Parcel B; 
Sec. 16, excluding Native allotment F-15943; 
Sec. 21; 
Sec. 22, excluding Native allotment F-025351; 
Sec. 23. 

Containing approximately 5,305 acres. 

T U  
Secs. 25 and 36, excluding Native allotment F-13387. 

Containing approximately 875 acres. 

Aggregating approximately 83,017 acres. 

Excluded from the above-described lands herein approved for convey- 
ance are the submerged lands beneath all water bodies determined by 
the Bureau of Land Management to be navigable because they have 
been or could be used in connection with travel, trade and commerce, 
as depicted'on the attached navigability maps, the original of which 
will be found in the easement case file (F-14835-EE). 

All other water bodies not depicted as navigable on the attached 
maps within the lands to be conveyed were reviewed. Based on avail- 
able evidence, they were determined to be nonnavigable. 

The lands excluded in the above description are not being approved 
for conveyance at this time and have been excluded for one or more 
of the following reasons: Lands are no longer under Federal juris- 
diction; lands are under applications pending further adjudication; 
lands are pending a determination under Section 3(e) of ANCSA, or 
lands were previously rejected by decision. Lands within U.S. Surveys 
which are excluded are described separately in this decision if they 
are available for conveyance. These exclusions do not constitute a 
rejection of the selection application, unless specxcally so stated. 

The conveyance issued for the surface estate of the lands described 
above shall contain the following reservations to the United States: 



1. The subsurface estate therein, and all rights, 
privileges, immunities, and appurtenances, of 
whatsoever nature, accruing unto said estate pursuant 
to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 
December 18, 1971 (85 Stat. 688, 704; 43 U.S.C. 1601, 
1613(f)); and 

2. Pursuant to Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (85 Stat. 688, 708; 
43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b), the following public 
easement, referenced by easement identification number 
(EIN) on the easement maps attached to this document, 
copies of which will be found in case file F-14835-EE, 
is reserved to the United States. All easements are 
subject to applicable Federal, State, or Municipal 
corporation regulation. The following is a listing of 
uses allowed for each type of easement. Any uses which 
are not specifically listed are prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty- 
five (25) foot wide trail easement are: 
travel by foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, 
two- and three-wheel vehicles, and small 
all-terrain vehicles (less than 3,000 lbs. 
Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

(EIN 1 Dl, D9) An easement for an existing 
access trail, twenty-five (25) feet in width, 
from Kasigluk in Sec. 2, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., 
Seward Meridian, southeasterly to Atmautluak 
and on to Bethel. The uses allowed are those 
listed above for a twenty-five (25) foot wide 
trail easement. The season of use will be 
limited to winter. 

The grant of the above-described lands shall be subject to: 

1. Issuance of a patent confirming the boundary descrip- 
tion of the unsurveyed lands hereinabove granted after 
approval and filing by the Bureau of Land Management 
of the official plat of survey covering such lands; 

2. Valid existing rights therein, if any, including but 
not limited to those created by any lease (including a 
lease issued under Sec. 6(g) of the Alaska Statehood 
Act of July 7, 1958 (72 Stat. 339, 341; 48 U.S.C. 
Ch. 2, Sec. 6(g)), contract, permit, right-of-way, or 
easement, and the right of the lessee, contractee, 
permittee, or grantee to the complete enjoyment of all 
rights, privileges, and benefits thereby granted to him. 
Further, pursuant to Sec. 17(b)(2) of the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 
1601, 1616(b)(2)) (ANCSA), any valid existing right 
recognized by ANCSA shall continue to have whatever 
right of access as is now provided for under existing 
law; 



3. Airport lease AA-9030 containing 114 acres, lying . 
within Secs. 17 and 20, T. 9 N., R. 73 W., Seward 
Meridian, issued to the State of Alaska, Department 
of Public Works, Division of Aviation (now the Department 
of Transportation and Public Facilities), under the 
provisions of the Act of May 24, 1928, as amended, 
49 U.S.C. 211-214); and 

4. Requirements of Sec. 14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (85 Stat. 688, 703; 
43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(c)), that the grantee hereunder 
convey those portions, if any, of the lands hereinabove 
granted, as are prescribed in said section. 

A school site lease, AA-13181, containing 6.720 acres, in Sec. 20, 
T. 9 N., R. 73 W., Seward Meridian, Alaska (unsurveyed) granted 
to the State of Alaska, pursuant to and subject to the terms and 
conditions of section 302 of the Federal Land policy and Management 
Act of 1976, Public Law 94-579 of October 21, 1976 (90 Stat. 2743) 
and the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 
(43 U.S.C. Sec. 1622(i)) will terminate upon conveyance of title 
of said land to the above-named corporation. 

Atmautluak Limited is entitled to conveyance of 92,160 acres of 
land selected pursuant to Sec. 12(a) of ANCSA. Together with the 
lands herein approved, the total acreage conveyed or approved for 
conveyance is approximately 83,017 acres. The remaining entitle- 
ment of approximately 9,143 acres will be conveyed at a later date. 

Pursuant to Sec. 14(f) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act, conveyance of the subsurface estate of the lands described 
above shall be issued to Calista Corporation when the surface 
estate is conveyed to Atmautluak Limited, and shall be subject to 
the same conditions as the surface conveyance. 

Enclosed are copies of current status plats and maps showing the 
navigable water bodies and easement to be reserved on the lands 
approved for conveyance. 

In accordance with Department regulation 43 CFR 2650.7(d), notice 
of this decision is being published once in the Federal Register 
and once a week for four (4) consecutive weeks, in the Tundra Drums. 

Any party claiming property interest in lands affected by this 
decision, an agency of the Federal government, or regional corpor- 
ation may appeal the decision to the Alaska Native Claims Appeal 
Board, provided, however, pursuant to Public Law 96-487, this 
decision constitutes the final administrative determination of 
the Department of the Interior concerning navigability of water 
bodies. 

Appeals should be filed with the Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board, 
P.O. Box 2433, Anchorage, Alaska 99510, with a copy served upon 
both the Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office, 
701 C Street, Box 13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513, and the Regional 
Solicitor, 510 L Street, Suite 408, Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 
The time limits for filing an appeal are: 



1. P a r t i e s  receiving s e rv i ce  of t h i s  decis ion s h a l l  have . 
30 days from t h e  r e c e i p t  of t h i s  decis ion t o  f i l e  an 
appeal.  

2. Unknown p a r t i e s ,  p a r t i e s  unable t o  be loca ted  a f t e r  
reasonable e f f o r t s  have been expended t o  l oca t e ,  and 
p a r t i e s  who failed,-,~<rf ed t o  s i gn  t h e  r e t u r n  r e c e i p t  
s h a l l  have u n t i l  f i l e  an appeal. 

Any pa r ty  known o r  unknown who i s  adversely a f f ec t ed  by t h i s  
decis ion s h a l l  be deemed t o  have waived those r i g h t s  which were 
adversely a f fec ted  unless  an appeal is timely f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  
Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board. 

To avoid summary dismissa l  of t h e  appeal,  t h e r e  must be strict 
compliance with t h e  regu la t ions  governing such appeals.  (See 
enclosed AK Form 2650-4.) 

I f  an appeal i s  taken, t h e  p a r t i e s  t o  be served with a copy 
of t h e  no t ice  of  appeal are:  

Atmautluak Limited 
Atmautluak, Alaska 99559 

Ca l i s t a  Corporation 
516 Denali S t r e e t  
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Acting Chief, Branch of  
ANCSA Adjudication 

Enclosures: 
AK Form 2650-4, 
Cy 43 CFR P a r t  4 ,  Subpart J 
P l a t s  < 

Maps 
Legend 

CC : 
M r .  Ear le  Williams (F lp )  
17 th  Coast Guard D i s t r i c t  
P .O.  Box 3-5000 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(w/maps and legend) 

Robert W. Ward, Commissioner (CM-RRR) 
Department of Transportat ion and 

Publ ic  F a c i l i t i e s  
Pouch Z 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(w/maps and legend) 



Pa t r i ck  P. Ryan, Deputy Commissioner (CM-RRR) . 
Maintenance and Operations 
Department of  Transportat ion and 

Public  F a c i l i t i e s  
Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
(w/maps and legend) 

S t a t e  of Alaska (CM-RRR) 
Department of  Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
323 Eas t  Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and p l a t s )  

John Moses 
Alaska Native Foundation 
411 W. Fourth Avenue, Su i t e  314 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and legend) 

Steve Durkee 
Bureau of Land Management 
P.O. Box 666 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 
( w/maps 

Bureau of Indian Af fa i r s  
Juneau Area Off ice  
P.O. Box 3-8000 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
(w/mags and legend) 

Alaska Area Di rec to r  
U.S. Fish  and Wildl i fe  Service 
1011 Tudor Road 
Anchorage. Alaska 99503 

, 

U.S. Fish  and Wi ld l i fe  Service 
P.O. Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Alaska Legal Services  Corporation 
736 G S t r e e t  
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board 
P.O. Box 2433 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

James E. Sandberg 
S t a t e  of  Alaska 
Department of Transportat ion 

and Publ ic  F a c i l i t i e s  
Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 



DM-A (010) 
(w/maps and legend) 

(018) 
(w/maps and legend) 

Chief, Branch of Lands (941) 

Chief, Branch of Office Engineering (922) 

Chief, Branch of Easement ID (963) 

Chief, Training Section (962) 

Fire Management (970) 
Attn: J. Costello 

961:AAdams:dt:06/22/81 
DEBB 5 E ss:07/13/81 

ss:07/20/81 
cea: 08/12/81 
ss:08/14/81 
ed:09/04/81 
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Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 31 

. 
CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Oscar Kawagley, President 
Calista Corporation 
516 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Kawagley: 

The tasks of easement identification and adjudication are now 
completed on lands to be conveyed to Kasigluk Inc. Two 
draft documents are enclosed: 

1) A draft State Director's memorandum recommending 
final easements to be reserved in the conveyance 
document and the related easement maps. 

2) A draft Decision to Issue Conveyance (DIC) 
describing the lands to be conveyed and rights or 
interests others may have in those lands. 

We invite you to review the two documents and ask us any 
questions you may have. A third enclosure, "Reviewing the 
Draft Conveyance Documents," may be helpful to you as you 
carry out your review. 

I will call Kasigluk, Inc. in a few days unless they call me 
first. If your corporation desires a meeting to clarify any 
part of these draft documents, we will be glad to meet with 
you. 

If you have no questions or problems with the drafts, please 
advise me and we will proceed to publish the Decision to Issue 
Conveyance. If there are no appeals of the Decision, convey- 
ance of the land could be expected about 60 days later. 



The acreage included in this draft DIC is only a portion of the 
total entitlement. For various reasons listed in the enclosed 
information sheet ("Reviewing the Draft Conveyance Documents"), 
we are unable to convey the entire entitlement at this time, but 
it will be conveyed at a later date. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert D. Arnold 
Assistant to the State Director 
ANCSA 

Enclosures : 
Draft SD Memo 
Draft DIC 



Memorandum 

To: Chief, Division of ANCSA Operations (960) 

From: SD 

Subject: Final Easements for the Village of Kasigluk 

a 
The easement staff met on April 19, 1979, to conform the final 

easement recommendations and consider major waterway and naviga- 

bility recommendations for lands selected by the village of 

Kasigluk. Of those recommendations, my decision is as follows: 

I 

MAJOR WATERWAYS : 

Major waterways were discussed. The Johnson River including the 

left branch is major throughout the selection. The Kyigayalik 
4 

Lake and the slough between Nunapitchuk and Kasigluk are also 

major. The Johnson River and slough have significant use and 

provide access to public land and to the Yukon River. The left 

branch of the Johnson River has significant use and provides 

access to the Kyigayalik Lake and onto the Baird Inlet. 

No other water bodies within the selection area were considered 

to be major . 

NAVIGABILITY: 

The following water bodies are determined to be navigable due to 



present and historic uses in connection with travel in trade and 

commerce : 

The Johnson River and its interconnecting sloughs through- 

out the selection. 

Kyigayalik Lake. 

Nunavakpak Lake. 

The unnamed slough and lake system and its interconnecting 

sloughs from just north of the abandoned site of Nunachuk in 

Sec. 22, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., upstream to where it flows from 

Nunavakpak Lake in Sec. 28, T. 9 N., R. 76 W., Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed slough and lake system and its interconnecting 

sloughs flowing from Kyigayalik Lake to its confluence with 

the Johnson River at Kasigluk. Subject system traverses 

Secs. 15, 21, 22, 28, 33, and 34, T. 10 N., R. 75 W.; and 

Secs. 2, 3, and 11, T. 9 N., R. 75 U., Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed slough and lake system and its interconnecting 

sloughs lying between the aforementioned unnamed slough and 

,:..". the Johnson River in Secs. 14, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 

34, and 35, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian. 



3 
. . 

The unnamed slough and lake system and its interconnecting 

sloughs in Secs. 25 and 36, T. 10 N., R. 75 W.; and Sec. 1, 

I T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian. 

The unnamed slough (canal) and lake system and its inter- 

connecting sloughs from the unnamed slough near the village 

of Nunapitchuk to its confluence with the Johnson River at 

the village of Kasigluk. Subject system traverses Secs. 1 and 

12, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian. 

All other named and unnamed water bodies within the lands to be 

conveyed were reviewed. Based on existing evidence, they were 

considered nonnavigable. 

I 

ALLOWABLE USES : 

All easements are subject to applicable 

Federal, State, or municipal corporation 

regulation. The following is a listing of 

uses allowed for each type of easement iden- 

tified. Uses which are not specifically 

listed are prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty- 
five (25) foot wide trail easement are: 

travel by foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, 

two- and three-wheel vehicles, and small 

all-terrain vehicles (less than 3,000 lbs., 

Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 



60 Foot Road - The uses allowed on a sixty 
(60) foot wide road easement are: travel by 

foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, two- and 

three-wheel vehicles, small and large all- 

terrain vehicles, track vehicles, four-wheel 

drive vehicles, automobiles, and trucks. 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed for a site 
easement are: vehicle parking (e.g., aircraft, 

boats, ATV's, snowmobiles, cars, trucks), 

temporary camping, and loading or unloading. 

Temporary camping, loading, or unloading 

shall be limited to 24 hours. 

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED : 

a. (EIN 1 C3, Dl, D9) An easement for an existing 

access trail, twenty-five (25) feet in width, from 

the left bank of the Johnson River in Sec. 2, 

T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, through the 

village of Kasigluk easterly to Bethel. The uses 

allowed are those listed above for a twenty-five (25) 

foot wide trail easement. The season of use will be 

limited to winter. 

Discussion: 

Reservation of this existing winter trail 1s 
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necessary to assure continued public access for 

intervillage travel. The trail passes through 

Nunapitchuk and continues southeasterly to Bethel 

and the public waters of the Kuskokwim River. 

b. (EIN 3 C3, E) An easement for a proposed access 

trail, twenty-five (25) feet in width, from the 

south end of the Kasigluk Airport, in Sec. 14, 

T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, southwesterly 

to site EIN 3a E and continuing westerly to public 

land. The uses allowed are those listed above for 

a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail easement. The 

season of use will be limited to winter. 

Discussion: 

Reservation of this trail easement is necessary to 

facilitate access to Nunavakpak Lake and public 

lands. In traveling between the village and public 

lands, persons might stop to rest and camp tempor- 

arily at site EIN 3a E on the lake. This easement 

will be aligned to avoid Native allotments. 

c. (EIN 3a E) A site easement, upland of the ordinary 

high water mark, in Sec. 24, T. 9 N., R. 76 W., 



Seward Meridian, on t h e  nor th  shore of Nunavakpak 

Lake. The uses allowed a r e  those l i s t e d  above 
- .  .. 

f o r  a one (1) ac re  s i t e .  
! 'd' 

. , 
i . 

. Discussion: 

This  s i t e  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  access between Kasigluk 

and publ ic  lands v i a  t ra i l  E I N  3 C 3 ,  E. The s i t e  

w i l l  a l s o  provide f o r  f l o a t p l a n e  t ie-up and thus ,  

f a c i l i t a t e  access from t h e  l ake  t o  publ ic  lands o r  

t h e  v i l l a g e  of Kasigluk. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  space w i l l  

be provided f o r  temporary camping and s to r age  of 

supp l i e s  which w i l l  be l im i t ed  t o  24 hours .  

d. ( E I N  6 C 4 )  A one (1) a c r e  s i t e  easement, upland of 

t h e  ordinary h igh water mark, i n  Sec. 13,  T. 9 N . ,  

R. 75 W . ,  Seward Meridian, on t h e  r i g h t  bank of 

t h e  Johnson River .  The uses  allowed a r e  those  

l i s t e d  above f o r  a one (1) ac re  s i t e .  

Discussion: 

This  one a c r e  s i t e  easement i s  necessary t o  f a c i l i -  

t a t e  use of t h e  Johnson River f o r  t r a v e l  t o  Kasigluk, 

Nunapitchuk, and publ ic  waters t o  t h e  nor th  and 

south .  People f l y i n g  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  at the  a i r s t r i p  

can move t h e i r  supp l i e s  and equipment t o  t h e  s i t e  
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over  road E I N  6a C4 before  proceeding along t h e  

r i v e r .  A t  t he  s i t e ,  space w i l l  be provided f o r  

overnight  camping, boat  moorage, f l o a t p l a n e  t i e -up ,  

and temporary s to r age  of equipment. The s i t e  

.. should be const ructed  where t h e  road from t h e  

a i r p o r t  meets 

a1  l o  trnents . 
t h e  r i v e r ,  avoiding 

- .  
t h e  Native 

ET 
e. ( E I N  6a C 4 )  An easement, s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  f e e t  i n  

width, f o r  an e x i s t i n g  road from t h e  Kasigluk 

a i r s t r i p  i n  Secs. 13 and 14, T. 9 N.', R.  75 W . ,  

Seward Meridian, no r theas t e r ly  t o  t h e  Johnson 

River .  The uses allowed a r e  those  l i s t e d  above 

f o r  a s i x t y  (60) f o o t  wide road easement. 

Discus s ion:  

Th is  i s  an e x i s t i n g  road t h a t  has been used t o  

h a u l  f r e i g h t  and passengers between t h e  a i r p o r t  

and t h e  Johnson River .  Or ig ina l l y ,  t h e  easement 

recommendation had been f o r  a twenty-five (25) 

f o o t  t rai l .  However, t h e  twenty-five (25) f o o t  

width w a s  considered inadequate because l a rge r  

v e h i c l e s  a r e  used t o  move f r e i g h t  between t h e  

a i r p o r t  and t h e  r i v e r  f o r  t r a v e l  on t o  Kasigluk 

and Nunapitchuk. The easement i s  being reserved 

a s  a s i x t y  foo t  road t o  p ro t ec t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  use 
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and to provide access to site EIN 6 C4 on the 

Johnson River. The road is presently under Right- 

of-Way application AA-15039. 

The following easements were considered but not recommended: 

a. (EIN 7 C4, C5) A streamside easement, twenty-five 

(25) feet in width, upland of and parallel to the 

ordinary high water mark on all banks of the 

Johnson River, and an easement on the entire bed 

of the nonnavigable portion of the Johnson River. 

Discussion: 

This easement is recreational in nature. It does 

not meet the requirements of the new easement 

regulations published November 27, 1978. 

b. (EIN 8 C4) A streamside easement, twenty-five (25) 

feet in width, upland of and parallel to the ordinary 

high water mark on all banks of the navigable 

canal system, from Kasigluk easterly to Nunapitchuk. 

Discussion: 

This easement is recreational in nature. It does 

not meet the requirements of the new easement 

regulations published November 27, 1978. 



c. (EIN 9 C4, C5) A streamside easement, twenty-five 

(25) feet in width, upland of and parallel to the 

ordinary high water mark on all banks, and an 

easement on the entire bed of the stream draining 

Kyigayalik Lake in its entirety through the Kasigluk 

selection area. 

Discussion: 

This easement is recreational in nature. It does 

not meet the requirements of the new easement 

regulations published November 27, 1978. 

d. (EIN 10 C) The right of the United States to 

enter upon the lands herein granted, for cadastral, 

geodetic or other survey purposes, is reserved, 

together with the right to do all things necessary 

in connection therewith. 

Discussion: 

The new easement regulations make no provision for 

this type of easement. 
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e.  ( E I N  11 C) Easement f o r  t r anspo r t a t i on  of energy, 

f u e l ,  and n a t u r a l  resources  which a r e  t h e  property 

of t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  which a r e  intended f o r  

del ivery  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  or  which a r e  produced 

by t h e  L'nited S t a t e s .  These easements a l s o  include 

t h e  r i g h t  t o  bu i ld  any r e l a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s  necessary 

f o r  t h e  exe rc i s e  of t h e  r i g h t  t o  t r anspo r t  energy, 

f u e l  and n a t u r a l  r esources ,  inc luding those r e l a t e d  

f a c i l i t i e s  necessary during periods of p lanning,  

l oca t i ng ,  cons t ruc t i ng ,  opera t ing ,  maintaining o r  

terminat ing t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  systems. The s p e c i f i c  

l oca t i on  of t he se  easements s h a l l  be determined 

only a f t e r  consu l t a t i on  wi th  t h e  owner of t h e  ser- 

d e n t  e s t a t e .  Whenever t h e  use of such easement 

w i l l  r e q u i r e  removal o r  r e l o c a t i o n  of any s t r u c t u r e  

owned o r  author ized by t h e  owner of t h e  s e r v i e n t  

e s t a t e ,  such use  s h a l l  not  be i n i t i a t e d  without  

t h e  consent of t h e  owner of such improvement; 

provided,  however, t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  may 

exe rc i s e  t h e  r i g h t  of eminent domain, i f  such 

consent  i s  not  given.  Only those por t ions  of 

t he se  easements t h a t  a r e  a c t u a l l y  i n  use or  t h a t  

a r e  express ly  author ized on March 3 ,  1996, s h a l l  

continue t o  be i n  fo r ce .  

Discussion: 

The new easement r egu la t i ons  make no prov is ion  f o r  

t h i s  type of easeme 

-. i T  



11 

f .  ( E I N  16a C 5 )  An easement,  twenty ( 2 0 )  f e e t  i n  wid th ,  

f o r  a proposed b u r i e d  powerline from t h e  a i r s t r i p  

i n  Secs .  1 3  and 14 ,  T. 9 N . ,  R .  75 W . ,  Seward 

Meridian,  n o r t h e r l y  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Kas ig luk ,  

t hence  e a s t e r l y  t o  t h e  powerplant  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  

of Nunapitchuk. 

Discuss ion :  

F i n a l  des ign  necessary  t o  a s s u r e  c o r r e c t  l o c a t i o n  

of t h e  proposed powerl ine  is  n o t  complete a t  t h i s  

t i m e  . 



' UNITED STATES G0V.i 'MENT ? 
# i 

Memoranctum DEPARTMENT O F  THE Ilr rERIOR 
BUREAU O F  LANDMANAGEMENT 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

2 6 5 0 . 4 7  (018) 

TO : Chief ,  Div is ion  of ANCSA Operat ions  Date: 
19601 

S U B J E C T :  F i n a l  Easements f o r  t h e  V i l l age  of Kasigluk 

The easement s t a f f  m e t  on Apr i l  1 9 ,  1973, t o  conform 

t h e  f i n a l  easement recommendations and cons ide r  major 

waterway and n a v i g a b i l i t y  recommendations f o r  l ands  

s e l e c t e d  by t h e  v i l l a g e  of Kasigluk.  Of t h o s e  

recommendations, my d e c i s i o n  i s  a s  fo l lows:  

MAJOR WATERWAYS: 

Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 32 

Major waterways were d i scussed .  The Johnson River  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l e f t  branch i s  major throughout  t h e  

s e l e c t i o n .  The Kyigayalik Lake and t h e  s lough between 

Nunapitchuk and Kasigluk a r e  a l s o  major. The Johnson 

R ive r  and s lough have s i g n i f i c a n t  use and provide  

a c c e s s  t o  p u b l i c  land and t o  t h e  Yukon River .  The l e f t  

branch of t h e  Johnson River  has  s i g n i E i c a n t  use and 

provides  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  Kyigayal ik  Lalce and on to  the  

Rai rd  I n l e t .  

No o t h e r  water  bodies  w i th in  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  a r e a  were 

cons i~3ered  t o  l ~ e  rnajo:r. 



NAVIGABILITY: 

The Johnson River  was cons idered  t o  be navigable  through- 

o u t  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  a r e a .  The cana l  ( s lough)  system 

between Nunapitchuk and Kasigluk w a s  a l s o  d i scussed  and 

cons idered  t o  be navigable .  

The Johnson River  and t h e  cana l  ( s lough)  have been used 

e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  t h e  p a s t  f o r  t r a v e l ,  t r a d e  and commerce 

and a s  a  main acces s  r o u t e  t o  t h e  Yukon River ,  and t o  

p u b l i c  l ands .  There a r e  no t i d a l  wate rs  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

ALLOWABLE USES: 

A l l  easements are s u b j e c t  t o  a p p l i c a b l e  

Fede ra l ,  S t a t e ,  o r  municipal co rpo ra t ion  

r e g u l a t i o n .  The fol lowing i s  a  

l i s t i n g  of uses  allowed f o r  each 

type  of easement i d e n t i f i e d .  Uses 

which a r e  not  s p e c i f i c a l l y  l i s t e d  

a r e  p r o h i b i t e d .  

2 5  Foot T r a i l  - The uses allowed on -- 
a  twenty-f ive  ( 2 5 )  foo t  wide t r a i l  

easement a r e :  t r a v e l  by f o o t ,  

doqsled,  animals ,  snownohiles, two 



and three-wheel v e h i c l e s ,  and smal l  

a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e s  ( l e s s  t han  

3 , 0 0 0  l b s .  Gross Vehicle Weight 

( G V r i ) ) .  

6 0  Foot Road - The uses  allowed on -- 
a  s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  f o o t  wide road easement 

a r e :  t r a v e l  by f o o t ,  dogsled,  

animals ,  snowmobiles, two and 

three-wheel  v e h i c l e s ,  smal l  and 

l a r g e  a l l - t e r r a i n  veh ic l e s ,  t r a c k  

v e h i c l e s ,  four-wheel d r i v e  v e h i c l e s ,  

automobi les ,  and t rucks .  

One Acre S i t e  - The uses  allowed 

f o r  a  s i t e  easement a r e :  v e h i c l e  

park ing  ( e .g . ,  a i r c r a f t ,  boa t s ,  

A T V ' s ,  snowmobiles, c a r s ,  t r u c k s ) ,  

temporary camping, and loading o r  

unloading.  Temporary camping, 

load ing ,  o r  unloading s h a l l  be 

l i m i t e d  t o  2 4  hours .  

Easements t o  be Reserved: - 

a .  ( E I N  I C 3 ,  Dl, D3) An easement f o r  an 



e x i s t i n g  a c c e s s  t r a i l  t w e n t y - f i v e  ( 2 5 )  

f e e t  i n  w i d t h  from t h e  l e f t  hank of  t h e  

Johnson R i v e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  

Kas ig luk  i n  Sec .  2 ,  T.  9 N . ,  R .  7 5  W . ,  

Seward Mer id ian ,  e a s t e r l y  t o  B e t h e l .  

The u s e s  a l lowed  are t h o s e  l i s t e d  above 

f o r  a t w e n t y - f i v e  ( 2 5 )  f o o t  wide t r a i l  

easement .  The s e a s o n  o f  u s e  w i l l  be  

l i m i t e d  t o  w i n t e r  u s e .  

D i s c u s s i o n :  

R e s e r v a t i o n  of  t h i s  e x i s t i n g  w i n t e r  

t r a i l  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a s s u r e  c o n t i n u e d  

p u b l i c  a c c e s s  f o r  i n t e r v i l l a g e  t r a v e l .  

The t r a i l  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  Nunapitchuk and 

c o n t i n u e s  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  t o  B e t h e l  and 

t h e  p u b l i c  waters o f  t h e  Kuskokwin 

R i v e r .  

b. ( E I N  3 C 3 ,  E )  An easement  f o r  a  proposed  

access t r a i l  t w e n t y - f i v e  ( 2 5 )  f e e t  i n  

w i d t h  from t h e  s o u t h  end of  t h e  Kas ig luk  

A i r p o x t ,  i n S e c .  1 4 ,  T .  9 N . ,  R .  7 5 W . ,  

Seward Mer id ian ,  southwesterly t o  s i t e  

EIM 3a E and c o n t i n u i n g  w e s t e r l y  t o  



pub l i c  land.  The uses  allowed a r e  t hose  

l i s t e d  above f o r  a  twenty-f ive  ( 2 5 )  

f o o t  wide t r a i l  casement. 

Discuss ion:  

Reservat ion of t h i s  t r a i l  casement i s  

necessary t o  f a c i  l i t a t e  acces s  t o  

Nunavakpak Lake and p u b l i c  l ands .  I n  

t r a v e l i n g  between t h e  v i l l a g e  and p u b l i c  

l ands ,  persons  might s t o p  t o  r e s t  and 

camp t empora r i l y  a t  s i t e  E I N  3a E on t h e  

lake .  This  easement w i l l  be a l i gned  t o  

avoid Nat ive  a l l o tmen t s .  

c. ( E I N  3a E) A s i t e  easement upland of 

t h e  o rd ina ry  h igh  water mark i n  Sec. 2 4 ,  

T .  9 N . ,  R .  7 6  W . ,  Seward Meridian, on 

t h e  no r th  sho re  of Nunavakpak Lake. The 

s i t e  i s  one (1) a c r e  i n  s i z e  wi th  an 

a d d i t i o n a l  twenty-f ive  ( 2 5 )  f o o t  wide 

easement on t h e  hed of t h e  l ake  a long 

t h e  e n t i r e  wa te r f ron t  of t h e  s i t e .  The 

uses  allowed a r e  t h o s e  l i s t e d  above f o r  

a  one ( 1 )  a c r e  s i t e .  



Discussion:  

This  s i t e  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  acces s  between 

Kasigluk and p u b l i c  l ands  v i a  t r a i l  

E I N  3 C 3 ,  E .  The s i t e  w i l l  a l s o  provide 

f o r  f  l o a t p l a n e  t i e - u p  and t h u s ,  f a c i l i t a t e  

access  from t h e  l a k e  t o  p u b l i c  lands  o r  

t h e  v i l l a g e  of Kasigluk.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

space w i l l  be provided f o r  temporary 

camping and s t o r a g e  of s u p p l i e s  which 

w i l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  2 4  hours.  

d. ( E I N  6 C 4 )  A one (1) a c r e  s i t e  easement 

upland of t h e  o rd ina ry  high wate r  mark 

i n  Sec. 13, T .  9 N . ,  R.  75  M . ,  Seward 

Meridian,  on t h e  r i g h t  bank of t h e  

Johnson River.  The uses  allowed a r e  

t h o s e  l i s t e d  above f o r  a  one (1) a c r e  

s i t e .  

Discussion:  

This  one a c r e  s i t e  easement i s  necessary 

t o  f a c i l i t a t e  use of t h e  Johnson R i v e r  

f o r  t r a v e l  t o  Kasigluk,  Nunapitchuk, and 

p u b l i c  waters  t o  t h e  nor th  and sou th .  

People f l y i n g  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  



a i r s t r i p  can move t h e i r  s u p p l i e s  and 

equipment t o  t h e  s i t e  over road E I N  6a C 4  

be fo re  proceeding along t h e  r i v e r .  A t  

t h e  s i t e ,  space  w i l l  be provided f o r  

overn igh t  camping, boat  moorage, f l o a t p l a n e  

t i e -up ,  and temporary s t o r a g e  of equipment. 

The s i t e  should be cons t ruc t ed  where t h e  

road from t h e  a i r p o r t  meets t h e  r i v e r ,  

avoiding t h e  Nat ive  a l l o tmen t s .  

\. 
( B I N  6a C 4 )  An easement s i x t y  (60) f e e t  

i n  width f o r  an  e x i s t i n g  road &rom t h g ,  - 
. - 

@asig luk  a i r s t r i 3  i n  Secs.  13 and 1 4 ,  
--A 

T. 9 N . ,  R. 7 5  V7., Seward Meridian,  1 fs . ' " ,  i\ 

s . ~ ~ \ t r l  1 
n o r t h e a s t e r l y  t o  t h e  Johnson River .  The f .  
uses  al lowed a r e  t h o s e  l i s t e d  above f o r  

a  s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  f o o t  wide road easement. 

Discuss ion:  

This  i s  an e x i s t i n g  road t h a t  has  been 

used t o  hau l  f r e i g h t  and passenqers  

between t h e  a i r p o r t  and t h e  Johnson 

River.  O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  easement 

recommendation had heen f o r  a  twenty-f ive  

( 2 5 )  foo t  t r a i l .  However, t h e  twenty-f ive  



( 2 5 )  f o o t  width was considered inadequa te  

because l a r g e r  v e h i c l e s  a r e  used t o  move 

f r e i g h t  between t h e  a i r p o r t  and t h e  

r i v e r  f o r  t r a v e l  on t o  Kasigluk and 

Nunapitchuk. The easement i s  be ing  

reserved  as a s i x t y  f o o t  road t o  p r o t e c t  

t h e  e x i s t i n g  u s e  and t o  p rov ide  acces s  

t o  s i t e  E I N  6 C4 on t h e  Johnson River .  

The road i s  p r e s e n t l y  under Right-of-way 

a p p l i c a t i o n  AA-15039. 

The fo l lowing  easements were cons idered  bu t  not  recommended: 

a. (EIN 7 C4,  C5) A s t r eams ide  easement 

twenty-f ive  ( 2 5 )  f e e t  i n  width upland of 

and p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  o r d i n a r y  high water 

mark on a l l  banks of t h e  Johnson River  

and an  easement on t h e  e n t i r e  bed of t h e  

non-navigable p o r t i o n  of t h e  Johnson 

River.  

Discuss ion:  

This  easement i s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i n  na tu re .  

I t  does not  meet t h e  requirements  of t h e  



new easement  r e g u l a t i o n s  p u b l i s h e d  

November 2 7 ,  1978. 

b. ( E I N  8 C 4 )  A s t r e a m s i d e  easement  twenty-  , 

f i v e  ( 2 5 )  f e e t  i n  wid th  u p l a n d  of  and 

p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  mark 

o n  a l l  banks  o f  t h e  n a v i g a b l e  c a n a l  

sys t em from K a s i g l u k  e a s t e r l y  t o  

Nunapi tchuk.  

D i s c u s s i o n :  

T h i s  easement  i s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i n  n a t u r e .  

It d o e s  n o t  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  

new easement  r e g u l a t i o n s  p u b l i s h e d  

November 2 7 ,  1 9 7 8 .  

c .  ( E I N  9 C 4 ,  C 5 )  A s t r e a m s i d e  easement  

t w e n t y - f i v e  ( 2 5 )  feet  i n  wid th  up land  of  

a n  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  

mark on a l l  banks  and a n  easement  on t h e  

e n t i r e  bed o f  t h e  s t r e a m  d r a i  n ing  K y i g a y a l i k  

Lake i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  Kas ig luk  

s e l e c t i o n  a r e a .  



D i s c u s s i o n :  

T h i s  eascment  i s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i n  n a t u r e .  

I t  does  n o t  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  

new eascment  r e g u l a t i o n s  p u b l i s h e d  

November 2 7 ,  1 9 7 8 .  

d. ( E I N  10C) S t a n d a r d  s u r v e y  easement .  

D i s c u s s i o n :  

The new easement  r e g u l a t i o n s  make no 

p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  of  eascment .  

e. ( E I N  1 1 C )  S t a n d a r d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

casement .  

D i s c u s s i o n :  

The new casement  r e g u l a t i o n s  make no 

p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  of  casement .  
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CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

DECISION 

Kasigluk, Inc. F-14873-A. F-14873-A2 
Kasigluk, Alaska 99609 Village Selections 

Calista Corporation AA-8099-1 
516 Denali Street ' Regional Selection 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 : 

: AA-10152 1 
Section 1 3' (h)(l) Selections 

Section 14(h)(l) Applications Rejected in Entirety 
Section 12(b) A~~lication Rejected in Part 

Regional Selection Application Rejected in Part 
Lands Proper for Village Selection 
Aporoved for lntetim Conveyance 

1 

On November 19, 1974, Kasigluk, Inc., for the Native village of 
Kasigluk, filed selection application F-14873-A, under the 
provisions of Sec. 12 of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act (ANCSA) of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1611 (1976)). 
as amended, for the surface estate of certain lands in the 
vicinity of Kasigluk. 

Calista Corporation filed selection applications AA-10152, AA-10373, 
AA-10374 on November 3, 1975; AA-10375 on November 11, 1975; 
AA-11598, AA-11599, AA-11600, AA-11606, AA-11620, AA-11637, 
AA-11638 on June 4, 1976; and AA-11741 on June 25, 1976, pursuant 
to Sec. 14(h)(l) of ANCSA (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(h)). Section 14(h) 
of ANCSA authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to withdraw and 
convey only unreserved and unappropriated public lands. Since 



the lands encompassed in the subject Sec. 14(h)(l) applications 
had been properly withdrawn under Sec. 11 and selected by Kasigluk, 
Inc., under Sec. 12 of ANCSA, or were in lands under Native 
allotment applications, these lands were not unreserved or unap- 
propriated at the time of selection by Calista Corporation. 
Therefore, the above-referenced Sec. 14(h)(l) selection.applications 
must be and are hereby rejected in their entirety.. When this 
decision becomes final, these applications will be closed of 
record. 

On December 12, 1975, Kasigluk, Inc. , filed selection application 
F-14873-A2 pursuant to Sec. 12(b) of ANCSA, for certain lands 
previously selected pursuant to Sec. 12(a), with the statement 
that its Sec. 12(a) selections override the Sec. 12(b) selections. 
Therefore, application F-14873-A2 is hereby rejected as to the 
lands herein approved for conveyance. 

Calista Corporation filed regional in-lieu selection application 
AA-8099-1 on December 17, 1975, for the subsurface estate pur- 
suant to Sec. 12(a)(l) of ANCSA and 43 CFR 2652 as to the fol- 
lowing described lander 

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsumeyed) 

T. 8 N.. R. 77 W. 
Secs. 3 to 10, inclusive: 
Secs. 14 to 34, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 17,325 acres. 

These l k d s  had been selected by Kasigluk, Inc., for the 
village of Kgsigluk. Calista Corporation will receive title 
to the subsurface estate at the time the village corporation 
receives title to the surface estate. Regional selection AA-8099-1 
is rejected as to the above-described lands. Further action on 
regional selection application AA-8099-1 as to those lands not 
rejected herein, will be taken.at a later date. 

Kasigluk, Inc. in its November 19, 1974 application excluded 
several bodies of water. Because certain of those water bodies 
have been determined to be nonnavigable, they are considered to 
be public lands withdrawn under Sec. ll(a)(l) and available for 
selection by the village pursuant to Sec. 12(a) of ANCSA, 
Section 12(a) and 43 CFR 2651.4(b) and (c) provide that a village 
corporation must, to the extent necessary to obtain its entitlement, 
select all available lands within the township or townships 
within which the village is located, and that additional lands 
selected shall be compact and in whole sections. For these 
reasons, the water bodies which were improperly excluded in the 
November 19, 1974 application are considered selected by Kasigluk, 
Inc . 
As to the lands described below, the application, as amended, 
submitted by Kasigluk, Inc., is properly filed'and meets the 



requirements of ANCSA and of the regulations issued pursuant 
thereto. These lands do not include any lawful entry perfected 
under or being maintained in compliance with laws leading to 
acquisition of title. 

In view of the foregoing, the surface estate of the following 
described lands, selected pursuant to Sec. 12(a) of ANCSA, aggre- 
gating approximately 103,523 acres, is considered proper for 
acquisition by Kasigluk, Inc. and is hereby approved for conveyance 
pursuant to Sec. 14(a) of ANCSA. 

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T. 9 N., R. 75 W. 
Sec. 2, excluding Native allotment F-18252; 
Sec. 3, excluding Native allotment F-17357; 
Sec. 6, excluding Native allotments F-17352. F-17297, 

F-17355, F-17358, and F-17357 ; 
Sec. 5. excluding Native allotment F-17355; 
Secs. 6 and 7; 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotments F-17356 and 

F-17355; 
Sec. 9. excluding Native allotments F-17355, F-17357, 

and F-17358; 
Sec. 10, excluding Native allotments F-17247. F-17357, 

and F-18214; 
Sec. 11, excluding Native allotments F-18252, F-17299, 

F-14563, F-18214, F-17353, and F-14562; 
Sec. 12; 
Sec. 14, excluding Native allotments F-17246, F-18881, 

F-14562, F-17294, and F-17298; 
Sefs .  15 to 22, inclusive; 
Sec. 23. excluding Native allotment F-18880; 
Sec. 24, excluding Native allotments F-17359, F-17292, 

and F-18879; 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotments F-17292 and F-17293; 
Secs. 26 to 30, inclusive; 
Secs. 33 to 36, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 14,866 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 75 W. 
Sec. 6; 
Secs. 7 and 8, excluding Native allotments F-14560 

Parcel B and F-18103; 
Secs. 9 and 13; 
Sec. 14. excluding Native allotment F-18256; 
Sec. 16; 
Secs. 17 and 18, excluding Native allotments F-18886 

and F-18103; 
Sec. 19, excluding Native allotment F-18216; 
Sec. 20. excluding Native allotments F-14174 and F-17494; 
Secs. 21. 22. and 23; 



Secs. 24 and 25, excluding Native allotments F-18213 
and F-18215: . . 

Secs. 26 and 27; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotments F-17435, F-17351. 

and F-14980 Parcel C; 
Sec. 29, excluding Native allotments F-17435 and F-17351; 
Secs. 30 and 31; 
Sec . 32, excluding Native allotments F-i7349, F-17493, 

and F-16877; 
Sec. 33, excluding Native allotments F-17350 and F-18217; 
Secs. 34 and 35: - - -  

Set . 36, exeliding Native allotment F-14516. 
Containing approximately 9,397 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 76 W. 
Sec. 1, excluding Native allotments F-18260 and F-17354; 
Sec: 2, excluding Native allotment F-18259; 
Secs. 3 to 12. inclusive; 
Sec. 13, excluding Native allotment F-17296; 
Secs. 14 and 15; 
Sec. 16, excluding Native allotment F-18255; 
Secs. 17, 18, and 19; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native allotment F-14561; 
Sec. 21, excluding Native allotments F-18255' and F-14561; 
Sec. 22, excluding Native allotment F-17534; 
Secs. 23 to 27, inclusive; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotments F-14560 Parcel A, 

F-14561, and F-18258; 
Sec. 29, excluding Native allotment F-14561; 
S e ~ s .  30 to 33, inclusive. . 

Containing approximately 17,863 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 76 W. 
Sec. 1, excluding Native allotment F-14981 Parcel A; 
Sec. 2; 
Secs. 3 and 4, excluding Native allotment F-18257; 
Secs. 5 to 23, inclusive; 
Sec. 24, excluding Native allotment F-18216; 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotment F-15827 Parcel A; 
Secs. 26 to 36, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 22,577 acres. 

T. 8 N., R. 77 W. 
Secs. 3 to 7. inclusive; 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotment F-14564 Parcel A; 
Secs. 9 ,  10, 11, and 13; 
Sec. 14, excluding Native allotment F-14981 Parcel B; 
Secs. 15 and 16; 



Sec. 17, excluding Native allotments F-14981 Parcel C 
and F-14564 Parcel A; 

Secs. 18 to 22, inclusive; 
Sec. 23, excluding Native allotment F-14981 Parcel B ; -  
Secs. 24 to 34, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 17,150 acres. 

T. 9 N., R .  77 W. 
Secs. 1, 2. and 5; 
Secs. 10 to 15, inclusive; 
Secs. 22 to 27, inclusive; 
Secs. 34, 35, and 36. 

Containing approximately 11,520 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 77 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2; 
Secs. 11 to 15, inclusive; 
Sec. 22; 
Sec. 23, excluding Native allotment F-15070; 
Secs. 24 and 25; 

. Secs. 26 and 27, excluding Native allotment F-15070; 
Secs. 34. 35. and 36. 

Containing approximately l.0.150 acre8. 

Aggregating approximately 103,523 acres. 

Excluded frop the above-described lands herein conveyed are the 
submerged lands, up to the ordinary high water mark, beneath all 
water bodies determined by the Bureau of Land Management to be 

s navigable because they have been or could be used in connection 
with travel, trade and commerce. Those water bodies are identified 
on the attached navigability maps, the original of which will be 
found in easement case file F-14873-EE. 

All other water bodies not depicted as navigable on the attached 
maps within the lands to be conveyed were reviewed. Based on 
existing evidence, they were determined to be nonnavigable. 

The lands excluded in the above description are not being approved 
for conveyance at this time and have been excluded as lands are 
under applications pending further adjudication. These exclusions 
do not constitute a rejection of the selection application, -- 
unless specifically so stated. 

Enclosed are copies of current status plats showing the lands 
approved for conveyance along with maps showing easements to be 
reserved, and the navigable water bodies. 



The conveyance issued for the surface estate of the lands described 
above shall contain the following reservations to the' United 
States: 

1. The subsurface estate therein, and all rights, privileges, 
immunities, and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, 
accruing unto said estate pursuant to the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 
1601, 1613(f)); and 

2. Pursuant to Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 
1616(b)), the following public easements, referenced by 
easement identification number (EIN) on the easement 
maps attached to this document, copies of which will be 
found in case file F-14873-EE, are reserved to the 
United States. All easements are subject to applicable 
Federal, State, or Municipal corporation regulation. 
The following is a listing of uses allowed for each 
type of easement. Any uses which are not specifically 
listed are prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty- 
?ive (25) foot wide trail easement are: 
travel by foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, 
two- and three-wheel vehicles, and small 
all-terrain vehicles (less than 3,000 lbs. 
Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

60 Foot Road - The uses allowed on a sixty 
1 6 0 )  foot wide road easement are: travel by 
foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, two- and 
three-wheel vehicles, small and large all-terrain 
vehicles, track vehicles, four-wheel drive 
vehicles, automobiles, and trucks. 

a. (EIN 1 C3, Dl, D9) An easement for an existing 
access trail, twenty-five (25) feet in width, from 
the left bank of the Johnson River in Sec. 2, 
T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, through the 
village of Kasigluk easterly to Bethel. The uses 
allowed are those listed above for a twenty-five 
(25) foot wide trail easement. The season of use 
will be limited to winter. 

b. (EIN 3 C3, E) An easement for a proposed access 
trail, twenty-five (25) feet in width, from the 
south end of the Kasigluk airport, in Sec. 14, 
T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, southwesterly 
to public land. The uses allowed are those listed 
above for a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail 
easement. The season of use will be limited to 
winter. 



c. (EIN 6a C4) An easement, twenty-six (26) feet in 
width, for an existing road from the Kasigluk 
airstrip in Secs. 13 and 14, T. 9 N.. R. 75 W., 
Seward Meridian, northeasterly to the Johnson - 
River. The uses allowed are those listed above 
for a sixty (60) foot wide road easement. 

d. (EIN 17 C5) An easement, twenty (20) feet in 
width, for the existing powerline from the village 
of Kasigluk in Sec. 1, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward 
Meridian, easterly to the power plant at the 
village of Nunapirchuk. The uses are those asso- 
ciated with the construction, operation and main- 
tenance of the powerline. 

The grant of the above-described lands shall be subject to: 

1. Issuance of a patent after approval and filing by the 
Bureau of Land Management of the official plat of 
survey confirming the boundary description and acreage 
of the lands hereinabove granted; 

2. Valid existing rights therein, if any, including but 
not limited tothose created by any lease (including a 

. lease issued under Sec. 6(g) of the Alaska Statehood 
Act of July 7, 1958 ( 4 8  U.S.C. Ch. 2, Sec. 6(g))), 
contract, permit, right-of-way, or easement, and the 
right of the lessee, contractee, permittee, or grantee 
to the complete enjoyment of all rights, privileges, 
and benefits thereby granted to him. Further, pursuant 
to Sec. 17(b)(2) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Ac (ANCSA) of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 
16 f 6(b)(2)), any valid existing right recognized by 
ANCSA shall continue to have whatever right of access 
as is now provided for under existing law; 

3. Airport lease, F-15928, located in Secs. 11, 12, and 
14, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, issued to the 
State of Alaska, Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities, under the provisions of the act of 
May 24, 1928 ( 4 9  U.S.C. 211-214); and 

4. Requirements of Sec. 14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43  U.S.C. 1601, 
1613(c)), that the grantee hereunder convey those 
portions, if any, of the lands hereinabove granted, as 
are prescribed in said section. 

Kasigluk, Inc. is entitled to conveyance of 115,200 acres of land 
selected pursuant to Sec. 12(a) of ANCSA. Together with the 
lalids herein approved, the total acreage conveyed or approved for 
conveyance is approximately 103,523 acres. The remaining entitlement 
of approximately 11,677 acres will be conveyed at a later date. 



Pursuant to Sec. 14(f) of ANCSA, conveyance of the subsurface 
estate of the lands described above shall be issued t'o Calista 
Corporation when the surface estate is conveyed to Kasigluk, 
Inc., and shall be subject to the same conditions as the surface 
conveyance. 

In accordance with Departmental' regulation 43 CFR.2650,7(d), 
notice of this decision is being published once in the Federal 
Register and once a week, for four (4) consecutive week-= 
Tundra m. 
Any party claiming a property interest in lands affected by this 
decision, an agency of the Federal government, or regional corpo- 
ration may appeal the decision to the Alaska Native Claims Appeal 
Board, provided, however, pursuant to Public Law 96-487, this 
deci'sion constitutes the final administrative determination of 
the Bureau of Land Management concerning navigability of water 
bodies. 

Appeals should be filed with the Alaska Native Claims Appeal 
Board, P.O. Box 2433, Anchorage., Alaska 99510, with a copy served 
upon both the Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office, 
701 C Street, Box 13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513, and the Regional 
Solicitor, Office of the Solicitor, 510 L Street, Suite 100, 
Anchorage. Alaska 99501. The time limits for filing an appeal 
are : 

1. Parties receiving service of this decision shall have 
30 days from the receipt of this decision to file an 
appeal. 

2. Unbnown parties, parties unable to be located after 
reasonable efforts have,been expended to locate, and 
parties who failed or refused to sign the return receipt 
shall have until,- to file an appeal. 

Any party known or unknown who is adversely affected by this 
decision shall be deemed to have waived those rights which were 
adversely affected unless an appeal is timely filed with the 
Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board. 

To avoid summary dismissal of the appeal, there must be strict 
compliance with the regulations governing such appeals. (See 
enclosed AK Form 2650-4.) 

If an appeal is taken, the parties to be served with a copy of 
the.notice of appeal are: 

Kasigluk, Inc. 
Rasigluk, Alaska 99609 



Calista Corporation 
516 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Acting Chief, Branch of 
ANCSA Adjudication 

Enclosures: 
AK Form 2650-4 
Cy 43 CFR Part 4, Subpart J 
Plats 
Maps 
Legend 

CC : 
Mr. Gary Gustafson (CM-RRR) 
Land Exchange/Enticlement Unit 
State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 

. . Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps, legend and plats) 

Mr. Jim Duffy 
Association of Village Council Presidents 
Box 767 
Bethel ,,Alaska 99559 

Bureau of Land Management 
Box 666 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 
(w/maps) 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board 
P.O. Box 2433 
Anchorage, Alaska' 99510 

Mr. Earle Williams (flp) 
17th Coast Guard District 
P.O. Box 3-5000 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
(w/maps and legend) 

Mr. Patrick P. Ryan, Deputy Commissioner (CM-RRR) 
Department of Transportation and 

Public Facilities 
Maintenance and Operations 
Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
(w/maps and legend) 



Alaska Legal Services Corporation 
615 H Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

State of Alaska (CM-RRR) 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps and legend) 

Mr. John Moses :,, 
. Alaska Native Foundation 
411 West Fourth Avenue 
Suite 314 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Mr. James Sandberg (CM-RRR) 
Right-of-way Agent 
Department of Transportation and 

Public Facilities 
. Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
(w/maps and legend)' 

Alaska Village Electric Cooperative, Ine. 
999 Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Mr., Robert W. Ward, Commissioner 
Department of Transportation 

and Pyblic Facilities 
Pouch 2 
Juneau, Alaska 99811. 
(w/maps and legend) , 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of lndian Affairs 
Juneau Area Office 
Box 3-8000 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(w/maps and legend) 

Area Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1011 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

, (w/maps and legend) 

DM-A (010) 
(w/maps) . 



Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 34 WHEREAS 

INTERIM CONVEYAh'CE 

Kasigluk, Inc. 

is entitled to a conveyance pursuant to Secs. 14(a) and 22(j) 
Of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 
1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(a) and 1621(j)), as amended, of 
the surface estate in the following described lands: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T. 9 N., R. 75 W. 
SeC. 2, excluding Native allotment F-18252; 
SeC. 3, excluding Native allotment F-17357; 
Sec. 4, excluding Native allotments F-17352, 

F-17297, F-17355, F-17358, and F-17357; 
Sec. 5, excluding Native allotment F-17355; 
Secs. 6 and 7; . 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotments F-17356 

and F-17355; 
Sec. 9, excluding Native allotments F-17355, 

F-17357. and F-17358: 
Sec. 10, excluding Native allotments F-17247, 

F-17357, and F-18214; 
Sec. 11, excludinq Native allotments F-18252. 

F-17299, F-14563. F-18214, F-17353, and. 
F-14562; 

sec. 12; 
Sec. 14. excluding Native allotments F-17246. 

~-iassi, F-14562. F-17294, and F-17298; ' 
Secs. 15 to 22, inclusive; 
Sec. 23, excluding Native allotment F-18880; 
Sec. 24, excluding Native allotments F-17359, 

F-17292, and F-18879; 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotments F-17292 

and F-17293; 
Secs. 26 to 30, inclusive; 
Secs. 33 to 36, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 14,866 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 75 W. 
Sec. 6; 
Secs. 7 and 8, excluding Native allotment F-14560 

Parcel B and those lands formerlv within - 
Native allotment F-18103; 

Secs. 9 and 13; 
Sec. 14, excluding Native allotment F-18256; 
Sec. 16: 
Sec. 17, excluding Native allotment F-18103 and 

those lands formerly within Native allotment 
F-18886; 

sec. 18, excluding Native allotments F-18103 and 
F-18886; 

SeC. 19, excluding Native allotments F-18216 and 
F-18886: 

Sec. 20, excluding Native allotments F-14174 and 
F-i7494; 

Secs. 21, 22, and 23; 
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Secs. 24 and 25, excluding Native allotments 
F-18213 and F-18215; 

Secs. 26 and 27: 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotments F-17435, 

F-17351, and F-14980 Parcel C; 
sec. 29, excludina Native allotments F-17435 

and F-17351: - - -~ -, 
Secs. 30 and 31; 
sec. 32, excluding Native allotments F-17349, 

F-17493. and F-16877: 
sec. 33, exciuding ~ative allotments F-17350 

and F-18217; 
Secs. 34 and 35; 
Sec. 36, excluding Native allotment F-14516. 

Containing approximately 9,495 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 76 W. 
Sec. 1, excluding Native allotments F-18260 

and F-17354; 
sec. 2, excluding Native allotment F-18259; 
Secs. 3 to 12, inclusive; 
Sec. 13, excluding Native allotment F-17296; 
Secs. 14 and 15; 
sec. 16, excluding Native allotment F-18255; 
Secs. 17, 18, and 19; 
sec. 20. excludina Native allotment F-14561; 
sec. 21; excluding Native allotments F-18255 

and F-14561; 
Sec. 22, excludinq Native allotment F-17534; 
Secs. 23 to 27, inclusive; 
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotments F-14560 

Parcel A,  F-14561, and F-18258; 
Sec. 29, excluding Native allotment F-14561; 
Secs. 30 to 33, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 17,943 acres 

T. .10 N., R. 76 W. 
sec. 1, excluding Native allotment F-14981 

Parcel A; 
Sec. 2; 
Secs. 3 and 4, excluding Native allotment 

F-18257; 
Secs. 5 to 23, inclusive; 
Sec. 24, excluding Native allotment F-18216; 
sec. 25, excluding Native allotment F-15827 

Parcel A; 
Secs. 26 to 36, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 22,577 acres 

T. 8 N., R. 77 W. 
Secs. 3 to 7 .  inclusive: 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotment F-14564 

Parcel A; 
Secs. 9, 10, 11, and 13; 
Sec. 14, excluding Natlve allotment F-14981 

Parcel B; 
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secs. 15 and 16; 
sec. 17, excluding Native allotments F-14981 

Parcel C and F-14564 Parcel A; 
Secs. 18 to 22, inclusive; 
Sec. 23, excluding Native allotment F-14981 

Parcel B; 
Secs. 24 to 34, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 17,150 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 77 W. 
Secs. 1, 2, and 3; 
Secs. 10 to 15, inclusive; 
Secs. 22 to 27. inclusive; 
secs. 34, 35, and 36. 

Containing approximately 11,520 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 77 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2: 
Secs. 11 to 15, inclusive; 
sec. 22; 
Sec. 23, excluding Native allotment F-15070; 
Secs. 24 and 25; 
SeCs. 26 and 27, excluding Native allotment 

F-15070; 
Secs. 34, 35, and 36. 

Containing approximately 10,150 acres. 

Aggregating approximately 103,701 acres. 

Excluded from the above-described lands herein conveyed 
are the submerged lands, up to the ordinary high water mark, 
beneath all water bodies determined by the Bureau of Land 
Management to be navigable because they have been or could 
be used in connection with travel, trade and commerce. Those 
water bodies are identified on the attached navigability maps, 
the original of which will be found in easement case file 
F-14873-EE. 

NOW KNOW m, that there is, therefore, granted by the 
UNITED STATES OF ~ R I C A ,  unto the above-named corporation. 
the surface estate in the land above described; TO HAVE AND 
TO HOLD the said estate with all the rights, privileges, 
immunities, and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, there- 
unto belonging, unto the said corporation, its successors 
and assigns, forever: 

EXCEPTING AND RESERVING TO THE UNITED STATES from the 
lands so granted: 

1. The subsurface estate herein, and all rights, privileges, 
immunities, and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, 
accruing unto said estate pursuant to the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 
1613(f)); and 
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2. . Pursuant to Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 
1616(b)), the following public easements, referenced by 
easement identification number (EIN) on the easement 
maps attached to this document, copies of which will be 
found in case file F-14873-EE, are reserved to the 
United States. All easements are subject to applicable 
Federal, State, or Municipal corporation regulation. 
The following is a listing of uses allowed for each 
type of easement identified. Any uses which are not 
specifically listed are prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty-five 
(25) foot wide trail easement are: travel by 
foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, two- and 
three-wheel vehicles, and small all-terrain 
vehicles (less than 3,000 lbs. Gross vehicle 
Weight (OVW)) .  

60 Foot Road - The uses allowed on a sixty 
(60) foot wide road easement are: travel by 
foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, two- and 
three-wheel vehicles, four-wheel drive vehicles, 
automobiles, and trucks. 

a. (EIN 1 C3, Dl, D9) An easement for an existing 
access trail, twenty-five (25) feet in width, from 
the left bank of the Johnson River in Sec. 2, 
T. 9 N., R. 75 W . ,  Seward Meridian, through the - 
village of Kasigluk easterly to Bethel. The uses 
allowed are those above for a twentv-five (25) 
foot wide trail easement. The season of use will 
be limited to winter. 

b. (EIN 3 C3, E) An easement for a proposed access 
trail, twenty-five (25) feet in width, from the 
south end of the Kasigluk airport, in Sec. 14, 
T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, southwesterly 
to public land. The uses allowed are those listed 
above for a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail 
easement. The season of use will be limited to 
winter. 

c. (EIN6aC4) Aneasement, twenty-six (26) feetin 
width, for an existing road in Secs. 13 and 14, 
T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, from the 
Kasigluk airstrip northeasterly to the Johnson 
River. The uses allowed are those listed above 
for a sixty (60) foot wide road easement. 

d. (EIN 17 C5) An easement, twenty (20) feet in 
width, for the existing powerline from the village 
.of Kasigluk in Sec. 1, T. 9 N., R. 75 W . ,  Seward 
Meridian, easterly to the power plant at the 
village of Nunapitchuk. The uses are those 
associated with the construction, operation and 
maintenance of the powerline. 
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THE GRANT OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED LANDS IS SUBJECT TO: 

1. Issuance of a patent after approval and filing by the 
Bureau of Land Management of the official plat of 
survey confirming the boundary description and acreage 
of the lands hereinabove granted; 

2. Valid existing rights therein, if any, including but 
not limited to those created by any lease (including a 
lease issued under Sec. 6(g) of the Alaska Statehood 
Act of July 7, 1958 (48 U.S.C. Ch. 2, Sec. 6(g))), 
contract, permit, right-of-way, or easement, and the 
right of the lessee, contractee, permittee, or grantee 
to the complete enjoyment of all rights, privileges, 
and benefits thereby granted to him. Further, pursuant 
to Sec. 17(b)(2) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b)(2)) 
(ANCSA), any valid existing right recognized by ANCSA 
shall continue to have whatever right of access as is 
now provided for under existing law; 

3. Airport lease, F-15928, located in Secs. 11 and 
14, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, issued to the 
State of Alaska. DeDartment of Trans~ortation and 
Public Facilities, Lnder the provisibns of the act of 
May 24, 1928 (49 U.S.C. 211-214); and 

4: Requirements of Sec. 14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 
1613(c)). that the grantee hereunder convey those 
portions, if any, of the lands hereinabove granted, as 
are prescribed in said section. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned authorized officer of 
the Bureau of Land Management has, in the name of the United 
States, set his hand and caused the seal of the Bureau to be 
hereunto affixed on this 27th day of December, 1982, in 
Anchorage, Alaska. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Assistant to the State Director 
for Conveyance Management 

Interim Conveyance NO. 59 5 
DEC 2 1 1982 

Da 1 r 



INTERIM CONVEYM'CE 

WHEREAS 

Calista Corporation 

is entitled to a conveyance pursuant to Secs. 14(f) and 22(j) 
of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 
1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(f) and 1621(j ) ) ,  as amended, of 
the subsurface estate reserved to the United states in the 
hereinbelow identified interim conveyance of the surface 
estate in the following described lands: 

Interim Conveyance No. 

seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T. 9 N., R. 75 W. 
SeC. 2. excluding Native allotment F-18252; 
SeC. 3. excluding Native allotment F-17357; 
SeC. 4, excluding Native allotments F-17352, 

F-17297. F-17355. F-17358. and F-17357: 
Sec. 5, exc1;ding ~ative allotment F-17355;. 
Secs. 6 and 7; 
Sec. 8, excluding Native allotments F-17356 

and F-173.55: 
SeC. 9, excluding Native allotments F-17355, 

F-17357, and F-17358; 
Sec. 10, excluding Native allotments F-17247, 

F-17357, and F-18214; 
Sec. 11, excluding Native allotments F-18252, 

F-17299, F-14563, F-18214. F-17353. and 

Sec. 
Sec. 

Secs. 
Sec. 
Sec. 

Sec. 

Secs. 
Secs. 

F-14562; 
12; 
14, excluding Native allotments F-17246, 
F-18881, F-14562, F-17294, and F-17298; 
15 to 22, inclusive; 
23, excluding Native allotment F-18880; 
24, excluding Native allotments F-17359, 
F-17292, and F-18879; 
25, excluding Native allotments F-17292 
and F-17293; 
26 to 30, inclusive; 
33 to 36, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 14,866 acres 

T. 10 N., R. 75 W. 
sec. 6; 
SeCs. 7 and 8, excluding Native allotment F-14560 

Parcel B and those lands formerly within 
Native allotment F-18103; 

Secs. 9 and 13; 
sec. 14, excluding Native allotment F-18256; 
Sec. 16; 
sec. 17, excludinu Native allotment F-18103 and 

those lands formerly within Native allotment 
F-18886; 

Sec. 18, excluding Native allotments F-18103 and 
F-18886; 

SeC. 19, excluding Native allotments F-18216 and 
F-18886; 

Interim Conveyance No. 596 



SeC.' 20, excluding Native allotments F-14174 and 
F-17494; 

Secs. 21, 22, and 23; 
SeCS. 24 and 25, exciuding Native allotments 

F-18213 and F-18215; 
Secs. 26 and 27; 
SeC. 28. excludina Native allotments F-17435. ~ 

F-i7351, and-F-14980 Parcel C; 
SeC. 29, excluding Native allotments F-17435 

and F-17351; 
Secs. 30 and 31: 
SeC. 32, excluding Native allotments F-17349, 

F-17493, and F-16877; 
Sec. 33, excluding Native allotments F-17350 

and F-18217; 
Secs. 34 and 35; 
SeC. 36, excluding Native allotment F-14516. 

Containing approximately 9,495 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 76 W .  
Sec. 1, excluding Native allotments F-18260 

and F-17354; 
sec. 2. excludina Native allotment F-18259: 
Secs. 3 to 12, inclusive; 
SeC. 13, excluding Native allotment F-17296; 
Secs. 14 and 15; 
Sec. 16, excluding Native allotment F-18255; 
Secs. 17, 18, and 19; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native allotment F-14561; 
Sec. 21. excludina Native allotments F-18255 

and F-14561; - 
Sec. 22, excluding Native allotment F-17534; 
Secs. 23 to 27, inclusive; 
sec. 28, excluding Native allotments F-14560 

Parcel A, F-14561, and F-18258; 
SeC. 29, excluding Native allotment F-14561; 
Secs. 30 to 33, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 17,943 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 76 W. 
Sec. 1, excluding Native allotment F-14981 

Parcel A; 
Sec. 2: 
Secs. 3 and 4, excluding Native allotment 

F-18257; 
Secs. 5 to 23. inclusive: 
Sec. 24, excl;ding ~ative allotment F-18216; 
sec. 25, excluding Native allotment F-15827 

Parcel A; 
Secs. 26 to 36, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 22,577 acres 

T. 8 N., R. 77 W .  
Secs. 3 to 7, inclusive; 

N O .  . -- 

Date DEC 2 7 1982 
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Sec. 8 ,  excluding Native allotment F-14564 
Parcel A; 

Secs. 9, 10, 11, and 13; 
Sec. 14, excluding ~ati;e allotment F-14981 

Parcel B; 
Secs. 15 and 16; 
Sec. 17. excludina Native allotments F-14981 

~a;cel c and-F-14564 Parcel A; 
Secs. 18 to 22, inclusive; 
sec. 23, excluding Native allotment F-14981 

Parcel B; 
Secs. 24 to 34, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 17,150 acres. 

T. 9 N., R. 77 W. 
Secs. 1. 2. and 3: 
Secs. 10 to 15, inclusive; 
secs. 22 to 27, inclusive; 
Secs. 34, 35, and 36. 

Containing approximately 11,520 acres. 

T. 10 N., R. 77 W. 
secs. 1 and 2; 
Secs. 11 to 15, inclusive; 
sec. 22; 
sec. 23, excluding Native allotment F-15070; 
Secs. 24 and 25; 
Secs. 26 and 27, excluding Native allotment 

F-15070; 
Secs. 34, 35, and 36. 

Containing approximately 10,150 acres. 

Aggregating approximately 103,701 acres. 

Excluded from the above-described lands herein conveyed are 
the submerged lands, UD to the ordinarv hish water mark, beneath 
all water bodies deteriined by the ~uriau of Land Management to 
be navigable because they have been or could be used in connection 
with travel, trade and commerce. Those water bodies are identified 
on the attached navigability maps, the original of which will be 
found in easement case file F-14873-EE. 

NOW KNOW YE, that there is, therefore, granted by the UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, unto the above-named corporation, the subsurface 
estate in the land above described; TO HAVE AND TO H O W  the said 
estate with all the rights, privileges, immunities, and appurtenances, 
of whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging, unto the said corporation, 
its successors and assigns, forever: 

THE GRANT OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED LANDS IS SUBJECT TO all the 
easements and rights-of-way reserved in the aforementioned conveyance 
of the surface estate and to valid existing rights, if any, in 
the said subsurface estate, including but not limited to those 
created by any lease (including a lease issued under Sec. 6(g) of 

Interim Conveyance No. 596 
Date DEG 2 7 1982 



the AlasKa Statehood Act of July 7, 1958 (48 U.S.C. Ch. 2, Sec. 6(g))), 
contract, permit, right-of-way, or easement, and the right of the 
lessee, contractee, permittee, or grantee to the complete enjoyment 
of all rights, privileges, and benefits thereby granted to him. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned authorized officer of 
the Bureau of Land Management has, in the name of the United 
States, set his hand and caused the seal of the Bureau to be 
hereunto affixed on this 27th day of December, 1982, in 
Anchorage, Alaska. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Assistant to the State ~irector 
for Conveyance Management 

Interim Conveyance No. 596 
Date DEC 2 7 1982 
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Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 35 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Kasigluk, Inc. 
Kasigluk, Alaska 99609 

Calista Corporation 
516 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

DECISION 

FEB 1 5  1983 

F-14873-A, F-14873-A2 
Village Selections 

Section 12(b) Application Rejected i n  Part  
Lands Proper f o r  Village Selection 
Approved fo r  Interim Conveyance 

On November 19, 1974, Kasigluk, Inc., f o r  t he  Native vil lage o f  Kasigluk, f i led 
selection application F-14873-A, under  the  provisions o f  Sec. 12(a) o f  the. 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Ac t  o f  December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 
1611) (ANCSA)), f o r  the  surface estate o f  certain lands in the  v ic in i ty  o f  
Kasigluk. 

On December 12, 1975, Kasigluk, Inc., f i led selection application F-14873-A2, 
pursuant  t o  Sec. 12(b) o f  ANCSA, f o r  certain lands previously selected pursuant 
t o  Sec. 12(a), w i th  the  statement tha t  i t s  Sec. 12(a) selections overr ide t he  
Sec. 12(b) selections. Therefore, application F-14873-A2 is  hereby rejected as 
t o  t h e  lands herein approved f o r  conveyance. Fur ther  action on the  subject 
Sec. 12(b) selection application as t o  those lands no t  rejected herein will be 
taken a t  a later date. 

As t o  the  lands described below, selection application F-14873-A i s  proper ly  
f i led and meets t he  requirements o f  ANCSA and o f  the  regulations issued pursuant 
thereto. These lands do not include any lawful e n t r y  perfected under  o r  being 
maintained in compliance with laws leading t o  acquisition of t i t le .  

I n  view o f  t he  foregoing, the  surface estate of the  following described lands, 
selected pursuant  t o  Sec. 12(a) o f  ANCSA, aggregating approximately 826 acres, 
is considered proper  f o r  acquisition b y  Kasigluk, Inc., and is hereby approved 
for  conveyance pursuant  to  Sec. 14(a) of ANCSA: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T. 9 N.,  R .  75 W. 
Sec. 1, excluding Lot 1 o f  U.S. Survey No. 4048, Alaska Native 

claims ~ettl;rnent Act Sec. 3(e) application AA-40644, and 
Lot 2 of U.S. Survey No. 4048 (Public Land Order  2020); 



Sec. 13, excluding Native allotments F-17496 Parcel B, F-18894, 
F-17359, and F-17295. 

Containing approximately 826 acres. 

Excluded from the  above-described lands herein approved fo r  conveyance are 
the  submerged lands, up to the  ord inary  high water mark, beneath all water 
bodies determined b y  the  Bureau of Land Management to be navigable because 
they  have been o r  could be used in connection w i th  travel, t rade and commerce. 
Those water bodies are identi f ied on the  attached navigabi l i ty  map, the original 
o f  which wil l  be found in easement case f i l e  F-14873-EE. 

Al l  o ther  water bodies no t  depicted as navigable on the  attached map wi th in  the 
lands t o  be conveyed were reviewed. Based on exist ing evidence, they were 
determined t o  be nonnavigable. 

The lands excluded in the  above descript ion are no t  being approved f o r  con- 
veyance a t  th is  time and have been excluded f o r  one o r  more of the  fol lowing 
reasons: lands are under  applications pending f u r t h e r  adjudication o r  lands are 
pending a determination under Sec. 3(e) o f  ANCSA. Lands within U.S. Surveys 
which are excluded are decribed separately in th is  decision if they are available 
f o r  conveyance. These exclusions do no t  consti tute a rejection o f  the  selection 
application, unless specifically so stated. 

Enclosed are copies o f  t he  cur ren t  status plats showing the  lands approved fo r  
conveyance along wi th  a map showing the  easements t o  be reserved, and the  
navigable water bodies. 

The conveyance issued f o r  t he  surface estate of the  lands described above shall 
contain the  following reservations t o  the  United States: 

1. The subsurface estate therein, and all r ights,  privileges, immunities, 
and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, accruing unto said estate 
pursuant  t o  the  Alaska Native Claims Settlement Ac t  of December 18, 
1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(f)); and 

2. Pursuant t o  Sec. 17(b) of t he  Alaska Native Claims Settlement Ac t  of 
December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b)), the  following publ ic 
easements, referenced b y  easement identi f ication number (EIN) on the  
easement map attached to  th is  document, a copy of which will be 
found in case f i le  F-14873-EE, are reserved t o  the  United States. A l l  
easements are subject t o  applicable Federal, State, o r  Municipal 
corporation regulation. The following i s  a l is t ing of uses allowed f o r  
each t ype  o f  easement. Any  uses which are not  specifically l isted are 
prohibited. 

25 Foot T ra i l  - The uses allowed on a twenty-f ive (25) foot 
wide t ra i l  easement are: t ravel  b y  foot, dogsled, animals, 
snowmobiles, two- and three-wheel vehicles, and small 
a l l - terrain vehicles (less than 3,000 lbs. Gross Vehicle 
Weight (GVW)). 

60 Foot Road - The uses allowed on a s i x t y  (60) foot wide 
road easement are: t ravel  b y  foot, dogsled, animals, 



snowmobiles, two- and three-wheel vehicles, small and large 
al l - terrain vehicles, t rack  vehicles, four-wheel d r i v e  vehicles, 
automobiles, and t rucks.  

One Acre Site - The  uses allowed fo r  a site easement are: 
vehicle park ing (e.g., a i rcraf t ,  boats, a l l - terrain vehicles, 
snowmobiles, cars, t rucks),  temporary camping, and loading 
o r  unloading. Temporary camping, loading o r  unloading 
shall be limited t o  24 hours. 

a. (EIN 1 C3, D l ,  D9) A n  easement f o r  an exist ing access t ra i l ,  
twenty- f ive (25) feet  in width, from the  l e f t  bank o f  t he  Johnson 
River in Sec. 2, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, through 
t h e  vi l lage o f  Kasigluk easterly to  Bethel. The uses allowed are 
those l isted above f o r  a twenty-f ive (25) foot wide t ra i l  easement. 
The season o f  use wil l  be limited t o  winter. 

b. (EIN 6 C4) A one (1) acre site easement, upland o f  t he  ord inary  
high water mark, in Sec. 13, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, 
on the  right bank of t he  Johnson River. The uses allowed are 
those l isted above f o r  a one (1) acre site. 

c .  (EIN 6a C4) An  easement twenty-six (26) feet in width, for an 
ex is t lng road in Secs. 13 and 14, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward 
Meridian, f rom the  Kasigluk a i rs t r ip  northeasterly t o  t he  Johnson 
River.  The  uses allowed are those l is ted above f o r  a s i x t y  (60) 
foot  wide road easement. 

d. (EIN 17 C5) A n  easement twenty (20) feet  i n  width, f o r  t he  
exist ing powerline from the  vil lage o f  Kasigluk in Sec. 1, 
T .  9 N., R .  75 W., Seward Meridian, easterly to  t he  power 
p lant  a t  the  vil lage of Nunapitchuk. The  uses allowed are those 
associated wi th  the construction, operation and maintenance o f  
t he  powerline. 

The  g r a n t  of the  above-described lands shall be subject to: 

1. Issuance o f  a patent af ter  approval and f i l i ng  by the  Bureau o f  Land 
Management o f  t he  official p la t  o f  survey confirming the  boundary 
descript ion and acreage of the  lands hereinabove granted; 

2. Valid exist ing r i gh t s  therein, if any, including b u t  not  limited t o  
those created by any lease ( including a lease issued under Sec. 6(g) 
o f  the  Alaska Statehood Act  o f  Ju ly  7, 1958 (48 U.S.C. Ch. 2, 
Sec. 6(g))), contract, permit, r ight-of-way, o r  easement, and the  
r i g h t  o f  the  lessee, contractee, permittee, o r  grantee to  the complete 
enjoyment of all r ights ,  privileges, and benefits thereby granted t o  
him. Fur ther ,  pursuant t o  Sec. 17(b)(2) of the  Alaska Native Claims 



Settlement Act (ANCSA), any val id exist ing r i g h t  recognized b y  
ANCSA shall continue to  have whatever r i g h t  of access as is now 
provided f o r  under exist ing law; and 

3. Requirements o f  Sec. 14(c) o f  t he  Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act  
of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(c) (Supp. IV, 1980)), that  
t he  grantee hereunder convey those portions, if any, o f  t he  lands 
hereinabove granted, as are prescribed i n  said section. 

Kasigluk, Inc., i s  ent i t led t o  conveyance of 115,200 acres o f  land selected 
pursuant  to  Sec. 12(a) o f  ANCSA. Together wi th  the  lands herein approved, 
t he  total acreage conveyed o r  approved f o r  conveyance is approximately 
104,527 acres. The  remaining entit lement of approximately 10,673 acres wil l  be 
conveyed a t  a later date. 

Pursuant t o  Sec. 14(i) o f  ANCSA and Departmental regulation 43 CFR 2652.4, 
conveyance o f  t he  subsurface estate shall be issued to  Calista Corporation when 
the  surface estate i s  conveyed t o  Kasigluk, Inc., and shall be subject t o  t he  
same conditions as t he  surface conveyance, except f o r  those provisions under  
Sec. 14(c) o f  ANCSA; also the  right t o  explore, develop o r  remove mineral 
materials f rom the  subsurface estate in  lands wi th in  the  boundaries o f  t h e  
Native Village shall be subject to  t he  consent of Kasigluk, Inc. 

In accordance w i th  Departmental regulation 43 CFR 2650.7(d), notice o f  t h i s  
decision i s  being published once in the  Federal Register and once a week, f o r  
f ou r  (4) consecutive weeks, in the  Tundra  Drums. 

Any  p a r t y  claiming a p roper ty  interest  in lands affected by th is  decision, an 
agency o f  t he  Federal government, o r  regional corporation may appeal t he  
decision t o  t he  In ter ior  Board o f  Land Appeals, Off ice o f  Hearings and Appeals, 
in accordance wi th  the  attached regulations in T i t le  43 Code o f  Federal Regulations 
(CFR), Par t  4, Subpart  E, as revised. However, pursuant  t o  Public Law 96-487, 
th is  decision constitutes the  f inal  administrative determination o f  the  Bureau o f  
Land Management concerning navigabil i ty o f  water bodies. 

If an appeal i s  taken the  notice o f  appeal must be f i led i n  t he  Bureau o f  Land 
Management, Alaska State Office, Division o f  ANCSA and State Conveyances, 
(960), 701 C Street, Box 13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513. Do not  send t h e  appeal 
d i rect ly  t o  the  ln te r io r  Board o f  Land Appeals. The appeal and copies o f  
per t inent  case f i les will be sent t o  the  Board from th is  office. A copy o f  t he  
appeal must be served upon the  Regional Solicitor, 701 C Street, Box 34, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513. 

The  time limits f o r  f i l i ng  an appeal are: 

1. Parties receiving service o f  th is  decision b y  personal service o r  
cert i f ied mail, r e tu rn  receipt requested, shall have 30 days from the  
receipt o f  th is  decision t o  f i le  an appeal. 

2. Unknown parties, part ies unable to  be located af ter  reasonable ef for ts  
have been expended to  locate, part ies who failed o r  refused t o  sign 
the i r  r e tu rn  receipt and part ies who received a copy of th is  decision 
b y  regular mail which i s  not cert i f ied, r e tu rn  receipt r e q u e ~ t e d , ~ s h a l l  
have un t i l  MAR 1.1 1983 to  f i le an appeal. 



Any p a r t y  known o r  unknown who is  adversely affected b y  th is  decision shall 
be deemed t o  have waived those r i gh t s  which were adversely affected unless an 
appeal is timely f i led wi th the  Bureau o f  Land Management, Alaska State Office, 
Division of ANCSA and State Conveyances. 

To avoid summary dismissal o f  t he  appeal, there must be s t r i c t  compliance with 
the  regulations governing such appeal. (See enclosed DO1 Form 1842-1. ) 

If an appeal i s  taken, the  part ies t o  be served with a copy o f  t he  notice o f  
appeal are: 

Kasigluk, Inc. 
Kasigluk, Alaska 99609 

Calista Corporation 
516 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

7 d  ANN JOHNSON 

Chief, Branch o f  ANCSA 
Adjudication 

Enclosures: 
DO1 Form 1842-1 
Appeal regulations 
Plats 
Maps 
Legend 

CC : 
State o f  Alaska 
Department o f  Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps and plats) 

Mr. Patr ick P. Ryan, Deputy Commissioner (CM-RRR) 
Department o f  Transportat ion 

and Public Facilities 
Maintenance and Operations 
Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
(w/maps and legend) 

Mr.  Gary Gustafson (CM-RRR) 
Land Exchange/Entitlement Un i t  
State o f  .Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps, legend and plats) 



Mr.  Jim Duf fy  
Association o f  Village Council Presidents 
Box 767 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Mr. James Sandberg (CM-RRR) 
Right-of -Way Agent 
Department of Transportat ion 

and Public Facilities 
Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
(w/maps and legend) 

Mr.  Earle Williams (flp) 
17th Coast Guard D is t r i c t  
P.O. Box 3-5000. 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
(w/maps and legend) 

Mr. Robert W. Ward, Commissioner 
Department o f  Transportat ion 

and Public Facilities 
Pouch Z 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(w/maps and legend) 

U .S. Department o f  t he  ln te r io r  
Bureau o f  Indian A f fa i rs  
Juneau Area Off ice 
Box 3-8000 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(w/maps and legend) 

Alaska Legal Services Corporation 
615 H Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Area Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1011 East Tudor  Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(w/maps and legend) 

Mr. Chr is  Bockmon 
U .S. Department o f  the  ln ter ior  
Office of Hearings and Appeals 
ln te r io r  Board of Land Appeals 
4015 Wilson Boulevard 
Ar l ington, Virginia 22203 

James D. Grandjean 
At torney at  Law 
Hedland, Fleischer and Friedman 
1016 West S ix th  Avenue, Suite 400 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 



Department o f  Community and 
Regional Af fa i rs  

Housing Assistance Division 
2600 Denali Street, Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Colonel Lee Nunn, Jr .  
D is t r i c t  Engineer, Alaska Dis t r ic t  
Corps o f  Engineers 
P.O. Box 7002 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

DM-A (010) 
(w/maps) 

AM-M (018) 
(w/maps> 

Chief, Branch of Lands (941) 
(w/maps) 

Chief, Branch o f  Off ice Engineering (922) 
(w/maps) 

Chief, Branch o f  Easement Identi f ication (963) 
(w/maps) 

Fire Management (970) 
A t tn :  J. Costello 



Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 36 

INTERIM CONVEY.iNCE 

WHEREAS 

Kasigluk, Inc. 

is entitled to a conveyance pursuant to Secs. 14(a) and 22(j) of 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 
(43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(a), and 162l(j)), as amended, of the surface 
estate in the following described lands: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T. 9 N., R. 75 W. 
Sec. 1, excluding Lot 1 of U.S. Survey No. 4048, Alaska 

Native Claims Settlement Act Sec. 3(e) application 
AA-40644, and Lot 2 of U.S. Survey No. 4048 (Public 
Land Order 2020); 

Sec. 13, excluding Native allotments F-17496 Parcel B, 
F-18894, F-17359, and F-17295. 

Containing approximately 826 acres. 

Excluded from the above-described lands herein conveyed are 
the submerged lands, up to the ordinary high water mark, beneath 
all water bodies determined by the Bureau of Land Management to 
be navigable because they have been or could be used in connec- 
tion with travel, trade and commerce. Those water bodies are 
identified on the attached navigability map, the original of 
which will be found in easement case file F-14873-EE. 

NOW KNOW YE, that there is, therefore, granted by the UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, unto the above-named corporation, the surface 
estate in the land above described; TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said 
estate with all the rights, privileges, immunities, and appurten- 
ances, of whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging, unto the said 
corporation, its successors and assigns, forever: 

EXCEPTING AND RESERVING TO THE UNITED STATES from the 
lands so granted: 

1. The subsurface estate therein, and all rights, privileges, 
immunities, and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, 
accruing unto said estate pursuant to the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 
1601, 1613(f)); and 

2. Pursuant to Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 
1616(b)), the followinn public easements, referenced bv 
easement identification number (EIN) on the easement 

- 

map attached to this document, a copy of which will be 
found in case file F-14873-EE, are reserved to the 
United States. All easements are subject to applicable 
Federal, State, or Municipal corporation regulation. 
The following is a listing of uses allowed for each 
type of easement identified. Any uses which are not 
specifically listed are prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty-five 
5 )  foot wide trail easement are: t,ravel by 

foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, two- and 
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three-wheel vehicles, and small all-terrain 
vehicles (less than 3,000 lbs. Gross Vehicle 
Weight (GVW)). 

60 Foot Road - The uses allowed on a sixty 
60) foot wide road easement are: travel by 
foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, two- and 
three-wheel vehicles, small and large all- 
terrain vehicles, track vehicles, four-wheel 
drive vehicles, automobiles, and trucks. 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed for a site 
easement are: vehicle parking (e.g., aircraft, 
boats, all-terrain vehicles, snowmobiles, 
cars. trucks), temDorarv camoine. and loadine . . . -. 
or unloading. Temporary camping, loading or 
unloading shall be limited to 24 hours. 

a. (EIN 1 C3, Dl, D9) An easement for an existing 
access trail, twenty-five (25) feet in width, from 
the left bank of the Johnson River in Sec. 2, 
T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, through the 
village of Kasigluk easterly to Bethel. The uses 
allowed are those listed above for a twenty-five 
(25) foot wide trail easement. The season of use 
will be limited to winter. 

b. (EIN 6 C4) A one (1) acre site easement, upland 
of the ordinary high water mark, in Sec. 13, 
T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, on the right 
bank of the Johnson River. The uses allowed are 
those listed above for a one (1) acre site. 

c. (EIN 6a C4) An easement, twenty-six (26) feet in 
width, for an existing road in Secs. 13 and 14, 
T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian, from the 
Kasigluk airstrip northeasterly to the Johnson 
River. The uses allowed are those listed above 
for a sixty (60) foot wide road easement. 

d. (EIN 17 C5) An easement. twentv (20) feet in < .  . 
width, for' the existing powerline from the village 
of Kasigluk in Sec. 1, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward 
Meridian, easterly to the power plant at the 
village of Nuna~itchuk. The uses allowed are 
those-associated with the construction, operation 
and maintenance of the powerline. 

THE GRANT OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED LANDS IS SUBJECT TO: 

1. Issuance of a patent after approval and filing by the 
Bureau of Land tlanagement of the official plat of 
survey confirming the boundary description and acreage 
of the lands hereinabove granted; 
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2. Valid existing rights therein, if any, including but 
not limited to those created by any lease (including a 
lease issued under Sec. 6(g) of the Alaska Statehood 
Act of July 7. 1958 (48 u.S.C. Ch. 2, Sec. 6(g))), 
contract, permit. right-of-way, or easement, and the 
right of the lessee, contractee, permittee, or grantee 
to the complete enjoyment of all rights, privileges, 
and benefits thereby granted to him. Further, pursuant 
to Sec. 17(b)(2) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b)(2)) 
(ANCSA), any valid existing right recognized by ANCSA 
shall continue to have whatever right of access as is 
now provided for under existing law: and 

3. Requirements of Sec. 14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601, 
1613(c)), that the grantee hereunder convey those 
portions, if any, of the lands hereinabove granted, as 
are prescribed in said section. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned authorized officer of 
the Bureau of Land Management has, in the name of the United 
States, set his hand and caused the seal of the Bureau to be 
hereunto affixed on this 30th day of June, 1983, in Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

m D  STATES OF AI.IF,RICA 

Robert W. Falthful IV 
Deputy State Director for 
Conveyance Management 
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INTERIM CONVEYANCE 

WHEREAS 

C a l i s t a  C o r p o r a t i o n  

i s  c n t i t l e d  t o  a  conveyance p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c s .  1 4 ( f )  and 2 2 ( j )  o f  
t h e  Alaska  Na t i ve  Claims S e t t l e m e n t  Act o f  December 18, 1971  
(43  U.S.C. 1601 ,  1 6 1 3 ( f ) ,  and 1 6 2 1 ( j ) ) ,  a s  amended, o f  t h e  sub -  
s u r f a c e  e s t a t e  r e s e r v e d  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  he r e inbe low  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n t e r i m  conveyance of  t h e  s u r f a c e  e s t a t e  i n  t h e  f o l -  
lowing d e s c r i b e d  l a n d s :  

I n t e r i m  Conveyance No. '67 8 - 

Seward Mer id i an ,  Alaska  (Unsur\.eyed) 

T. 9 N . ,  R .  75 W .  
S ec .  1, e x c l u d i n g  Lot 1 o f  U.S. Survey  No. 4048 ,  Alaska  

Na t i ve  Claims S e t t l e m e n t  Act Sec .  3 ( e )  a p p l i c a t i o n  
AA-40644, and Lot 2 o f  U.S. Survey No. 4048 ( P u b l i c  
Land Order  2020) ;  

Sec .  1 3 ,  e x c l u d i n g  Na t i ve  a l l o t m e n t s  F-17496 P a r c e l  B ,  
F-18894, F-17359, and F-17295. 

Con t a in ing  app rox ima te ly  826 a c r e s  

Excluded from t h e  above -desc r i bed  l a n d s  h e r e i n  conveyed a r e  
t h e  submerged l a n d s ,  up t o  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  mark,  b e n e a t h  
a l l  wa t e r  bod i e s  de te rmined  by t h e  Bureau o f  Land Nanagement t o  
be n a v i g a b l e  because t h e y  have been o r  cou ld  be used i n  connec-  
t i o n  w i t h  t r a v e l ,  t r a d e  and commerce. Those w a t e r  b o d i e s  a r e  
i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  a t t a c h e d  n a v i g a b i l i t y  map, t h e  o r i g i n a l  o f  
which w i l l  b e  found i n  easement  c a s e  f i l e  F-14873-EE. 

NOW KNOW Y E ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  g r a n t e d  by t h e  UNITED 
ST;\TES OF AMERICA, u n t o  t h e  above-named c o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  s u b s u r f a c e  
e s t a t e  i n  t h e  l and  above d e s c r i b e d ;  TO kWVE AND TO HOLD t h e  s a i d  
e s t a t e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  r i g h t s ,  p r i v i l e g e s ,  immun i t i e s ,  and ~ i p p u r t e n -  
a n c e s ,  o f  whatsoever  n a t u r e ,  t h e r e u n t o  be long ing ,  un to  'he s a i d  
c o r p o r a t i o n ,  i t s  s u c c e s s o r s  and a s s i g n s ,  f o r e v e r :  

THE GRANT OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED LANDS IS  SUBJECT TO: 

1. A l l  t h e  easements  and r i gh t s -o f -way  r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  
a forement ioned  conveyance o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  e s t a t e ,  and t o  
v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s ,  i f  a n y ,  i n  t h e  s a i d  s u b s u r f a c e  
e s t a t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t hose  c r e a t e d  by 
any l e a s e  ( i n c l u d i n g  a  l e a s e  i s s u e d  under  S e c .  6 ( g )  o f  
t h e  Alaska  S t a t ehood  Act o f  J u l y  7 ,  1958 (48  U.S.C. 
Ch. 2 ,  Sec .  6 ( g ) ) ) ,  c o n t r a c t ,  p e r m i t ,  r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  o r  
easement .  and t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  l e s s e e ,  c o n t r a c t e e ,  
p e r m i t t e e ,  o r  g r a n t e e  t o  t h e  complete  enjoyment  o f  a l l  
r i g h t s ,  p r i v i l e g e s ,  and b e n e f i t s  t he r eby  g r a n t e d  t o  
him; 

2 .  The requi re rnen ts  oE Sec .  1 4 ( f )  of  t h e  Alaska  N a t i v e  
Claims S e t t l e m e n t  Act ( 4 3  U.S.C. 1601 ,  1 6 1 3 ( f ) )  t h a t  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  e x p l o r e ,  d e v e l o p ,  o r  remove m i n e r a l s  from 
t h e  s u b s u r f a c e  e s t a t e  i n  t h e  l a n d s  h e r e i n  conveyed 
which a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i r s  o f  t he  Nat ive  V i l l a g e  
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shall be subject to consent of the Village corporation: 
and 

3. Issuance of a patent after approval and filing by the 
Bureau of Land Management of the official plat of 
survey confirming the boundary description and acreage 
of the lands hereinabove granted. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned authorized officer of 
the Bureau of Land Management has, in the name of the United 
States, set his hand and caused the seal of the Bureau to be 
hereunto affixed on this 30th day of June, 1983, in Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

hbert W. Faithful IV 
Deputy State Director for 
Conveyance Management 
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United States Department of the Interior \{ 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
\' 

, 2300.5 (962) (NAV) 
Alaska S ta t e  Office 

701 C S t r ee t ,  Box 13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513 SEP 0 2 1983 

Memorandum 

To : Assistant Deputy State Director for Conveyance Management (960) 

From: Deputy State Director for  Conveyance Management (960) 

Subject: Navigability Determinations for  3(e) Selections 

The source of information utilized in preparing this report were USGS 
quadrangles (scale 1 :63,360 and 1 : 250,000), Master Title Plats, navigability 
maps and U. S .  Surveys (when available). 

The following 3(e) selections abut on waters previously determined navigable: 

1) Baird Inlet -3(e)-FY84-#1 BIA School, Nunapitchuk 
AA-31245 - Lot 1, U .  S .  Survey 4049 
(Lands abut  on Johnson River) 
F-14914-A 

~/F14914-EE 

2) Raird Inlet-3(e)-FY84-#4 N. G . Site, Chefornak 
AA-47530 Lot 2, U . S .  Survey 4094, situated in Sec. 19, T .  1 N . ,  

R .  80 W., Seward Meridian (Lands abut on Ooksokwak River) 
F-02312 
F- 14848-A 
F-14848-A2 
F-14848-EE 

3) Baird Inlet-3(e) FY84-#6 BIA School, Kasigluk 
AA-40644 Lot 1 ,  U.S .  Survey 4048 
(Lands abut on Clam Slough of Johnson River) 
F-14873-A 
F-14873-A2 
F-14873-EE 

4) Baird Inlet-3(e)-FY84-#7 
AA-16142 U . S .  Survey 2021 
(Lands abut on Eek River) 
F-14854-A 
F- 14854-EE 

B I A  School. Eek River 

I determine that there are no navigable waters on the selected lands 

Johnson River System 
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CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

DECISION 

The  Kuskokwim Corporation 
429 D St ree t ,  Suite 307 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Calista Corporation 
516 Denali S t ree t  
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

F-14871-A (Anch. ) (2651) 
F-14871-A2 (Anch .)  (2651) 
F-14871-EE (Anch . )  (75.4)  
AA-10097 - 11 (2653) 
(961) 

F-14871-A and F-14871-A2 
Village Selections 

AA-10097 L/ 
Section 14 (h ) ( l )  
Selections 

Section 14(h)( l )  Applications Rejected in Entirety 
Section 12(b) Application Rejected in Par t  

Lands Proper for Village Selection 
Approved for  Interim Conveyance 

On November 15, 1974, Upper Kalskag Incorporated, for  the Native village of 
Upper Kalskag, filed selection application F-14871-A, as amended, under  the  
provisions of Sec.  12(a) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 
1971, 43 U .  S . C .  1601, 1611 (1976)(ANCSA), for  the  surface estate of certain 
lands in the vicinity of Upper Kalskag. 

On October 23, 1975, Calista Corporation filed 'selection applications AA- 10097, 
AA-10098, AA-10099 and  AA-10100; and on November 5 ,  1975, filed selection 
application AA-10237, all pursuant  to Sec. 14 (h ) ( l )  of ANCSA. Section 14(h) 
and  Departmental regulations issued thereunder authorized the  Secretary of the  
Interior to withdraw and  convey only unreserved and unappropriated lands .  

Since the lands encompassed in the subject Sec.  14 (h ) ( l )  applications had  been 
properly selected by  Upper Kalskag Incorporated under  Sec. 12(a) of ANCSA 
or  segregated by applications pursuant  to the public land laws, these lands 
were not unreserved o r  unappropriated at  the time of selection by the Calista 
Corporation. Therefore,  the aforementioned applications must be and a r e  hereby 
rejected in their  entirety and the case files will be closed of record when this 
decision becomes final. 

On December 12', 1975, Upper Kalskag Incorporated, filed selection application 
F-14871-A2 pursuant  to Sec.  12(b) of ANCSA for  certain lands previously selected 
pursuant  to Sec.  12(a) with the statement that  i t s  Sec.  12(a) selection overrides 



the Sec.  12(b) selection. Therefore,  application F-14871-A2 is hereby rejected 
as  to the lands herein approved for conveyance. Further  action on application 
F-14871-A2 as  to the lands not rejected herein,  will be taken a t  a later date .  

On 'April 25, 1977, in accordance with Title 10, Chapter 05, Secs . 396 and 399 
of the Alaska Business Corporation Act, and as  authorized by 43 U. S .  C .  1627, 
Georgetown Incorporated, a domestic corporation, merged with Aniak Limited, 
Chuathbaluk Company, Kipchaughpuk Limited, Lower Kalskag Incorporated, 
Napamute Limited, Red Devil Incorporated, Sleetmute Limited, Stony River L td . ,  
and Upper Kalskag Incorporated, all domestic corporations, into Georgetown 
Incorporated, which consolidated individual village interests into one single 
constituent corporation whose name was changed to The Kuskokwim Corporation. 
The surviving corporation, The Kuskokwim Corporation, is  entitled to all r ights ,  
privileges, and benefits of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 

A s  to the lands described below, selection application F-14871-A, a s  amended, 
is  properly filed and meets the requirements of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act and of the regulations issued pursuant  thereto.  These lands do not  include 
any lawful en t ry  perfected under  o r  being maintained in compliance with laws 
leading to acquisition of title. 

In view of the foregoing, the surface estate of the following described lands,  
selected pursuant  to Sec. 12(a) of ANCSA , aggregating approximately 81,292 acres,  
is considered proper for acquisition by The Kuskokwim Corporation (for  the 
village of Upper Kalskag) and is hereby approved for conveyance pursuant  to 
Sec.  14(a) of ANCSA: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Surveyed) 

T .  17 N . ,  R. 60 W .  
Secs. 1 to 8 ,  inclusive; 
Sec.  9,  excluding Native allotments F-15595 and F-15596; 
Sec. 10, excluding Native allotments F-15596 and F-17343 

Parcel A; 
Secs .  11 and 12; 
Sec.  13, excluding Native allotment F-16849; 
Sec. 14, excluding Native allotment F-029276; 
Sec. 15, excluding Native allotments F-029276, F-15596, 

and F-17343 Parcel A; 
Sec.  16, excluding Native allotments F-15595 and F-15596; 
Sec.  17, excluding Native allotment F-16206 Parcel A; 
Sec.  18, excluding Native allotment F-15590; 
Sec.  19, excluding U . S .  Survey No. 871 and Native allotment 

F-15590; 
Sec.  20, excluding U.S.  Survey No. 871 and U .S .  

Survey No. 4136 and Native allotments F-029277, 
F-16206 Parcel A and F-17347 Parcel A ;  

Sec.  21, excluding Native allotment F-17347 Parcel B; 
Sec.  22, excluding Native allotments F-029276 and F-17345 

Parcel A; 
Sec.  23, excluding U. S .  Survey No. 4166 and Native 

allotments F-029276, F-16020 Parcel B and F-16351 
Parcel A; 

Sec.  24, excluding Native allotment F-16020 Parcel B;  
Sec. 28, excluding Native allotment F-15600 ; 



Sec. 29, excluding U . S .  Survey No. 871 and Native allotments 
F-15600 and F-17347 Parcel A ;  

Sec. 30, excluding U .S . Survey No. 871. 

Containing approximately 13,819 acres .  

T .  18 N . ,  R .  60 W .  
Secs.  3 to 11. inclusive; 
Secs.  14 to 36, inclusive. 

Containing approximately 20,384 acres 

T .  19 N . ,  R .  60 W .  
Sec. 31, excluding Native allotment F-15653; 
Secs.  32, 33 and 34. 

Containing approximately 2,378 acres 

T .  17 N . ,  R .  61 W .  
Secs.  1 ,  2 and 3;  
Secs. 4 and  5,  excluding Native allotment F-17346; 
Secs.  6 and 7; 
Secs.  8 and 9,  excluding Native allotment F-17346; 
Secs.  10 to 21, inclusive; 
Sec. 22, excluding Native allotment F-029271; 
Sec. 23, excluding Native allotment F-13113; 
Sec. 24; 
Sec.  25, excluding Native allotment F-029261; 
Sec. 26, excluding U. S .  Survey No. 4165 and Native 

allotments F-029261, F-029280 and  F-13113; 
Sec.  27, excluding U.S .  Survey No. 3777 and  U . S .  Survey 

No. 4413 and Native allotments F-029271, 
F-17344 and F-17382; 

Sec. 28, excluding U. S .  Survey No. 3777 and 
U . S .  Survey No. 4413; 

Secs.  29 and 30; 
Sec.  31, excluding Native allotment F-17376; 
Sec.  32, excluding U.S .  Survey No. 4409 and U . S .  Survey 

No. 4414; 
Sec. 33, excluding U .S .  Survey No. 4409, U .  S .  Survey No. 4413 

and U. S .  Survey No. 4414 and  Native allotments F-029405, 
F-17378, F-17381 and  F-17383; 

Sec. 34, excluding Native allotments F-17344, F-17378, F-17381, 
F-17382 and F-17383; 

Secs.  35 and 36. 

Containing approximately 18,212 acres 

T .  1 8 ' ~ .  , R .  61 W .  
Sec. 1 ,  excluding Native allotment F-15589; 
Sec. 2, excluding Native allotments F-15589 and F-17385 

Parcel A ;  
Sec. 11, excluding Native allotment F-15589; 
Sec.  12, excluding Native allotments F-029260, F-029275 

Parcel B and F-15589; 



Secs.  13 and 24; 
Sec. 25, excluding Native allotment F-15599; 
Secs. 33 and 34;  
Sec . 35, excluding Native allotment F-15599; 
Sec. 36. 

Containing approximately 4,362 acres .  

T .  19 N . ,  R .  61  W .  
Sec.  35,  excluding Native allotment F-17385 Parcel A: 

Containing approximately 1,230 acres 

T .  17 N . ,  R .  62 W. 
Sec.  1 ,  excluding Native allotment F-17303 Parcel B ;  
Sec. 2 ,  excluding Native allotments F-17303 Parcel B ,  

F-17379 Parcel B and F-17385 Parcel B ;  
Secs. 11 to 17 ,  inclusive; 
Secs. 20 and 21; 
Sec. 22, excluding Native allotment F-17380 Parcel B ;  
Secs.  23 to 26, inclusive; 
Sec. 27, excluding Native allotment F-17380 Parcel B ;  
Sec. 28; 
Secs.  33 to 36,  inclusive. 

Containing approximately 12,960 acres .  

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed) 

T .  17 N . ,  R .  59 W .  
Secs. 5 and 6 ;  
Sec. 7 ,  excluding Native allotment F-16848; 
Sec. 8 ;  
Sec.  9 ,  excluding U .  S .  Survey No. 6479 and Native allotment 

F-17377 Parcel A and F-17952 Parcel A :  
Sec. 10,  excluding U . S .  Survey No. 6479 and Native allotment 

F-17952 Parcel A; 
Secs.  11 to 14, inclusive; 
Sec. 15 ,  excluding U .  S .  Survey No. 6479 and Native allotment 

F-17952 Parcel A;  
Sec. 16 ,  excluding U . S .  Survey No. 6479 and Native allotments 

F-029262 Parcel B ,  F-16851, F-17377 Parcel A and F-17952 
Parcel A; 

Sec. 17 ,  excluding U .  S .  Survey No. 4142 and Native allotments 
F-029262 Parcel A, F-15701 Parcel B and F-16190 Parcel A ;  

Sec. 18, excluding Native allotments F-16848 and F-16919; 
Sec. 19 ,  excluding Native allotment F-16847; 
Sec. 20, excluding Native allotments F-029262 Parcel A 

and F-15701 Parcel A; 
Sec. 21,, excluding Native allotments F-029262 Parcel B ,  

F-16205 Parcel A and F-16851; 
Sec. 22. 

Containing approximately 7,547 acres 



T .  18 N . ,  R .  62 W .  
Sec. 35. 

Containing approximately 400 acres. 

Aggregating approximately 81,292 acres. 

Excluded from the above-described lands herein approved for conveyance are 
the submerged lands, up to the ordinary high water mark, beneath all water 
bodies determined by the Bureau of Land Management to be navigable because 
they have been or  could be used in connection with travel, trade and commerce. 
The following named water bodies, together with any unnamed water bodies, are 
identified on the attached navigability maps, the original of which will be found 
in easement case file F-14871-EE. 

Kuskokwim River 

Mud Creek 

Crooked Creek 

Arhymot Lake 

All other water bodies not depicted as navigable on the attached maps within 
the lands to be conveyed were reviewed. Based on existing evidence, they 
were determined to be nonnavigable. 

The lands excluded in the above description are not being approved for conveyance 
at this time and have been excluded for one or more of the following reasons: 
Lands are no longer under Federal jurisdiction; lands are under applications 
pending further  adjudication; lands are pending a determination under Sec. 3(e) 
of ANCSA; or  lands were previously rejected by decision. Lands within U .  S.  
Surveys which are excluded are described separately in this decision if they 
are available for conveyance. These exclusions -- do not constitute a rejection of 
the selection application, unless specifically so stated. 

Enclosed are copies of current status plats showing the lands approved for 
conveyance along with maps showing easements to be reserved, and the navigable 
water bodies. 

The conveyance issued for the surface estate of the lands described above shall 
contain the following reservations to the United States: 

1. The subsurface estate therein, and all rights, privileges, immunities, 
and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, accruing unto said estate 
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 
1971, 43 U.S.C.  1601, 1613(f); and 

2.  ~ u r s u a n t  to Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 
December 18, 1971, 43 U.S . C .  1601, 1616(b), the following public 
easements, referenced by easement identification number ( E I N )  on the 
easement maps attached to this document, copies of which will be 
found in case file F-14871-EE, are reserved to the United States. A l l  



easements are  subject to applicable Federal, State,  o r  Municipal corporation 
regulation. The following is a listing of uses allowed for each type of 
easement. Any uses which are  not specifically listed a re  prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty-five (25) foot 
wide trail easement a re :  travel by foot, dogsled, animals, 
snowmobiles, two- and three-wheel vehicles, and small 
all-terrain vehicles (ATV's) (less than 3,000 lbs .  Gross 
Vehicle Weight (GVW)) . 

50 Foot Trail - The uses  allowed on a fif ty (50) foot wide 
trail  easement are:  travel by foot, dogsled, animals, snowmobiles, 
two- and three-wheel vehicles, small and large all-terrain 
vehicles, track vehicles and four-wheel drive vehicles. 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed on a one (1) acre  site 
easement a re :  vehicle parking ( e .  g .  , aircraf t ,  boats, 
ATVs , snowmobiles, ca r s ,  t rucks ) ,  temporary camping, and 
loading o r  unloading. Temporary camping, loading o r  
unloading shall be limited to 24 hours .  

a .  (EIN 2 C3, D l ,  D9) An easement twenty-five (25) feet in width 
for an existing access trail from the village of Upper Kalskag 
northerly to public land. The uses allowed a r e  those listed for 
a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail easement. The  season of use 
will be limited to winter. 

b. (EIN 4 C5) An easement fifty (50) feet  in width for an existing 
in p a r t ,  proposed in par t  access trail  from Mud Creek in the  SEk 
Sec. 27, T .  17 N . ,  R .  62 W., Seward Meridian, northwesterly to 
Crooked Creek in the SWk, Sec. 22, T .  17 N . ,  R. 62 W., Seward 
Meridian. The uses allowed are those listed for  a fifty (50) foot 
wide trail easement. 

c .  (EIN 4a C4) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the ordinary 
high water mark on the right bank of Mud Creek in the SEk, 
Sec. 27, T .  17 N . ,  R .  62 W . ,  Seward Meridian. The uses 
allowed are  those listed for a one (1)  acre s i te  easement. 

d .  (EIN 4b C4) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the ordinary 
high water mark on the left bank of Crooked Creek in the SW?, 
Sec.  22, T .  17 N . ,  R .  62 W.,  Seward Meridian. The uses  
allowed are  those listed for a one (1) acre si te easement. 

Gq u > r j ~  ' i i2't/S? 

e .  (EIN 8,{C5) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the ordinary 
high water mark on the downriver end of the unnamed island in 
the Kuskokwim River in the Sg, Sec. 12, T .  17 N. ,  R .  59 W., 
Seward Meridian. The uses allowed are  those hsted for a one 
(1) acre site easement. 

f .  (EIN 8b C4, C5) A one (1)  acre site easement upland of the 
ordinary high water mark on the downstream end of a small 
unnamed island in the Kuskokwim River in the NE&, Sec.  20, 
T .  17 N . ,  R .  60 W., Seward Meridian. The uses allowed a r e  
those listed for a one (1)  acre site easement. 



T h e  grant  of the above-described lands shall be  subject to: 

1 .  Issuance of a patent af ter  approval and filing by the Bureau of Land 
Management of the official plat ,  o r  supplemental plat, of survey 
confirming the boundary description and acreage of the lands hereinabove 
granted;  

2. Valid existing rights therein,  if any ,  including but  not limited to 
those created by any lease (including a lease issued under  Sec. 6(g)  
of the Alaska Statehood Act of July 7,  1958, 48 U .S .C .  Ch. 2, 
Sec. 6 (g ) ) ,  contract ,  permit, right-of-way, o r  easement, and the 
r ight  of the lessee, contractee, permittee, o r  grantee to the complete 
enjoyment of all r igh ts ,  privileges, and benefits thereby granted to 
him. Fur ther ,  pursuant  to Sec.  17(b)(2) of the  Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971, 43 U .S .C .  1601, 1616(b)(2) 
(ANCSA), any valid existing r ight  recognized b y  ANCSA shall 
continue to have whatever right of access a s  is  now provided for 
under  existing law; 

3. The following third-party interest  identified by the U . S .  Department 
of the Interior,  Fish and Wildlife Service, a s  provided by Sec. 14(g) 
of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971, 
43 U . S .  C .  1601, 1613(g). 

Right-of-way g ran t ,  T-130-YD issued to ALASCOM (formerly 
known as  RCA Alaska Communications, Inc.  ), located in Sec. 22, 
T .  17 N .  , R .  61 W .  , Seward Meridian, for  communication facilities, 
pursuant  to the act  of March 4,  1911, 43 U .S .C .  961. Formerly 
Right-of-way F-19246 issued under  the provisions of March 4,  
1911 (43 U.S .  C.  1961) as  amended; and 

4.  Requirements of Sec.  14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
of December 18, 1971, 43 U .S .C .  1601, 1613(c), that  the grantee 
hereunder convey those portions, if any ,  of the lands hereinabove 
granted,  as a re  prescribed in said section. 

The Kuskokwim Corporation (for  the village of Upper Kalskag) is entitled to 
conveyance of 92,160 acres of land selected pursuant to Sec.  12(a) of ANCSA. 
Together with the lands herein approved, the total acreage conveyed o r  approved 
for conveyance is approximately 81,292 acres .  The remaining entitlement of 
approximately 10,868 acres will be conveyed at a later date .  

Pursuant to Sec.  14(f) of ANCSA and Departmental regulation 43 CFR 2652.4, 
conveyance of the subsurface estate of the lands described above shall be 
issued to Calista Corporation when the surface estate is  conveyed to The 
Kuskokwim Corporation, (for the village of Upper Kalskag) and shall be subject 
to the same conditions as  the surface conveyance, except for those provisions 
under  Sec. 14(c) of ANCSA; also the r ight  to explore, develop o r  remove 
mineral materials from the subsurface estate in lands within the boundaries of 
the  Native Village shall be subject to the consent of The Kuskokwim Corporation 

In accordance with Departmental regulation 43 CFR 2650. 7(d) ,  notice of this 
decision is being published once in the Federal Register and once a week for 
four  (4) consecutive weeks, in The Tundra Drums. 



Any party claiming a property interest  in lands affected by this decision, an 
agency of the Federal government, or  regional corporation may appeal the 
decision to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearings and Appeals, 
in accordance with the attached regulations in Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFX), Part  4,  Subpart  E ,  as revised. However, pursuant to Public Law 
96-487, this decision constitutes the final administrative determination of the 
Bureau of Land Management concerning navigability of water bodies. 

If an appeal is taken the notice of appeal must be filed in the Bureau of Land 
Management, Alaska State Office, Division of ANCSA and State Conveyances 
(960), 701 C St ree t ,  Box 13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513. Do not send the appeal 
directly to the Interior Board of Land Appeals. The appeal and copies of 
pertinent case files will be sent  to the Board from this office. A copy of the 
appeal must be served upon the Regional Solicitor, 701 C Street ,  Box 34, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513. 

The time limits for  filing an appeal are:  

1.  Parties receiving service of this decision shall have 30 days from 
receipt of this decision to file an appeal. 

2 .  Unknown parties,  parties unable to be  located af ter  reasonable efforts 
have been expended to locate, and  parties who failed o r  refused to 
sign the re turn  receipt shall have until NoV n 1 19~7 to file an appeal. 

Any party known o r  unknown who is adversely affected by this decision shall 
be deemed to have waived those rights which were adversely affected unless an 
appeal is timely filed with the Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office, 
Division of ANCSA and State Conveyances. 

To avoid summary dismissal of the appeal, there must be s t r ic t  compliance with 
the regulations governing such appeals. (See enclosed DO1 Form 1842-1. ) 

If an appeal is taken, the parties to be served with a copy of the notice of 
appeal are:  

The Kuskokwim Corporation 
429 D St ree t ,  Suite 307 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Calista Corporation 
516 Denali Street  
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

/s/ AWN JOHNSON 

Chief, Branch of ANCSA 
Adjudication 



Enclosures : 
DO1 Form 1842-1 
Appeal Regulations 
Maps 
Plat's 
Legend 

cc:  
State of Alaska (CM-RRR) 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps, legend and plats) 

Mr. Patrick P .  Ryan, Deputy Commissioner (CM-RRR) 
Maintenance and Operations 
Department of Transportation 

and Public Facilities 
Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
(w/maps and legend) 

Mr. Gary Gustafson 
Land Exchange/Entitlement Unit 
State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(w/maps, plats and legend) 

Mr. James Sandberg (CM-RRR) 
Right-of-way Agent 
Department of Transportation 

and Public Facilities 
Pouch 6900 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
(w/maps and legend) 

Mr. Earle Williams (flp) 
17th Coast Guard District 
P . O .  Box 3-5000 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
(w/maps and legend) 

M r .  Robert W . Ward, Commissioner 
Department, of Transportation 

and Public Facilities 
Pouch Z 
Juneau,  Alaska 99811 
(w/maps and legend) 



Alaska Legal Services Corporation 
615 H Street ,  Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and legend) 

1 .  Chris Bockmon 
U .  S .  Department of the Interior 
Office of Hearing and Appeals 
Interior Board of Land Appeals 
4015 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 

U . S .  Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Realty 
1011 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(w/maps and legend) 

Bureau of Land Management 
P .O.  Box 666 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 
(w/maps and legend) 

Alaska Miners Association 
507 West Third Avenue, Suite 17 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps and legend) 

Alascom , Inc . 
949 East 36th Avenue 
Pouch 6607 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

DM-A (010) 
( w / m a ~ s )  

AM-M (018) 
(w/maps) 

Chief, Branch of Minerals (941) 

Chief, Branch of Lands (941) 

Chief, Branch of Easement Identification (963) 

Chief, Branch of Office Engineering (922) 

Fire Management (970) 
Attn: J .  Costello 
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Attachment 39 

NOV 0 8  1984 

Memorandum 

To:Chief, Branch of Conveyance Services (962) 

From:Deputy State Director for Conveyance Management (960) 

Subject:Navigable Waters of the Kuskokwim Region, Alaska 

This memorandum identifies certain navigable water bodies totaling 
approximately 430 miles in the Kuskokwim region of Alaska. The present 
navigability determinations apply only to water bodies or seqments of water 
bodies currently under Federal jurisdiction. Title to the beds of navigable 
waters, if not reserved by the United States on January 3, 1959, passed to 
the State of Alaska at the time of Statehood. 

I determine the following water bodies to be navigable: 

1.South Fork Kuskokwim River to Tatina River (95 miles). 
2.Holitna River to Chukowan River 

(121 miles). 

3.Chukowan River to Gemuk River (28 miles) 

4.Gemuk River to Beaver Creek ( 7  miles). 

5.George River to Julian Creek (40 miles) 

6.Aniak River to Salmon River (56 miles). 

7.Whitefish Lake and Outlet 123 miles) 

%.Johnson River: Mud Creek Portage to Crooked Creek (10 miles) 

9.Crooked Creek to Unnamed Lake (16 miles1 



10.Unnamed Lake (Secs. 2-4, 9-12, 14-16, 22-23, T. 18 N., R 

2 

63 W., 

11.Kulik Lake 

12.Unnamed Lake (Secs. 18-20, T, 19 N., R. 63 W., Seward Meridian) 

13.Unnamed Lake (Secs. 13, 23, 24, T. 19 N., R. 64 W., and Sec. 19, T. 19 N., 
R. 63 W., Seward Meridian) . 

14.Talbiksok River to Portage (35 miles). 

These navigability determinations are based upon criteria set forth in the 
Solicitor's opinion of March 16, 1976 (otherwise known as the '*Garner 
Memorandum"), the Regional Solicitor's opinion of February 25, 1980, 
regarding the Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board's decision on the 
navigability of the Nation and Kandik rivers, and the Bureau of Land 
Management's Instruction Memorandum No. AK-81-78, change 1. The remainder of 
the memorandum sets forth my rationale for the above determinations. 

Ordinary Conditions 

TO the best of my knowledge these water bodies were at the date of Statehood 
and remain today in their natural and ordinary condition. 

Accessibility 

All of these water bodies are accessible by commercial waterborne crafts from 
navigable waters. 

Seasonality 

Commercial waterborne crafts can be used on these bodies at any time during 
the ice-free season. Navigation may be impeded by low water levels at 
certain times of the summer season. 

Commercial Craft 

At the time of Statehood the smallest waterborne craft in customary use on 
the region's freshwater bodies for commercial purposes was an eighteen to 
twenty-four-foot wooden riverboat equipped with an outboard propeller-driven 
motor. (Aluminum boats and jet units were not used on a customary basis until 
the 1960s.) As the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers observed in 1971, "During the 
summer months natives living in the region 



use small river boats, averaging 18 feet in length, for transportation much 
as the Americans use automobiles." In the late 1950s, while conducting 
anthropological studies at Napaskiak, anthropologist Wendell H. oswalt 
recorded that most men preferred to travel in a "plank boat," which he 
described as approximately twenty-four feet long with a three-foot beam and 
powered by outboard motors ranging from one and one-half to twenty-two 
horsepower. Similarly, in the early 1960s anthropologiBt Edward H. Hosley 
observed in the upper Kuskokwim basin that Native families had "at least one 
flat-bottomed boat from fourteen to twenty-four feet long." Built from spruce 
planks, the boats were usually equipped with twelve- to 
fifteen-horsepower outboard motors. 

Highway of Commerce 

1.South Fork Kuskokwim River 
(Medfra and McGrath Quadrangles) 

To Tatina River 

The use of Steamboats, barges, and riverboats on the Sooth Fork to Nikolai 
Village and the Little Tonzona River is well documented. Above these points 
the historic record is almost silent. According to oral tradition, Indians 
and some Eskimos descended the river from some point in the Alaska Range in 
bullboats loaded with meat and hides to the lower South Fork and the 
Kuskokwim Some credence may be given this tradition in view of the fact that 
turn-of-the-century explorers noted plentiful signs of Indian hunters on the 
upper South Fork and that the first U.S. Geological Survey exploring 
expedition to the Kuskokwim basin successfully descended the river in canoes. 
In 1898 Josiah Edward Spurr and his men reached the headwaters of the river 
from the Yentna River system, and from a point at or near Hartman River, 
located a considerable distance upstream of Tatina River, floated down the 
South Fork to the Kuskokwim in eighteen- to nineteen-foot cedar canoes, only 
once leaving the river to make a quarter-mile portage around a canyon. 

Spurr thought it doubtful that a "boat could be gotten upstream by any 
means." Subsequent events proved him wrong. In the spring of 1907, after an 
arduous journey from Cook Inlet through Rainy Pass, four men built a twenty- 
six-foot scow six feet wide several miles below Post River or about seven 
miles below Tatina River, and with the spring breakup of the river ice, 
descended the river to its mouth in the scow. That fall they started the 
return journey to Cook Inlet, towing the scow by hand to a point one of the 
men believed to be about ten miles below their former camp. Seventy years 
later certain residents of Nikolai Village and McGrath described their boat 
trips up the South Fork, most of them made in connection with 



big game hunting. Nic Dennis poled a wooden boat to Egypt Mountain (about 
ten miles below Tatina River); Miska Deaphon ascended the river at least to 
Post River in a thirty-two-foot boat with an eighteen-horsepower motor; John 
Andrews once hauled a load of lumber to Farewell Lake Lodge located about 
fifteen miles below Tatina River in a thirty-foot boat, and saw an old 
thirty-foot poling boat at Tatina River. Interviewed by the BLM in 1981, 
guide Stan Frost said there is "no problem" in . .  negotiating" the South Fork 
as far as Farewell Lake in most years; he claimed to have taken a twenty-foot 
Smokercraft boat with two fifty-horsepower outboard motors to a point between 
Denny Creek and Hell's Gate. 

While there is no available record of commercial waterborne traffic on the 
South Fork above Nikolai Village, it appears that such traffic could occur as 
far as Tatina River at least. This point was the location of an important 
roadhouse and trapping headquarters on the Rainy Pass winter trail and an 
emergency landing strip on the Anchorage-McGrath air route. The report that 
an old poling boat is located there, suggests that the roadhouse proprietors 
or trappers occasionally used boats to transport their winter supplies to the 
site. The fact that boat traffic did not develop on the upper South Fork as 
it did on many other rivers in Alaska during the gold rush days may be due to 
the absence of a substantial summer population in the area, the difficulties 
of navigating the river, and the existence of the Rainy Pass trail. This 
excellent winter trail evidently satisfied most needs for travel and 
transportation in the area until the aviation age made its appearance. 

2.Holitna River To Chukowan River 
(Sleetmute and Taylor Mountains Quadrangles) 

3.Chukowan River (Taylor Mountains Quadrangle) 

4.Gemuk River (Taylor Mountains Quadrangle) 

The largest tributary of the Kuskokwim, the Holitna has served as a highway 
of summer travel between settlements and to mining and trapping grounds. 
Unfortunately much of the details of that history are obscure or unknown. 
During the 1830s and early 1840s the Holitna was an important water link in 
the Russians' supply line extending from the Nushagak Bay posts to the 
Kuskokwim River. At the turn of the century trappers and prospectors 
ascended the river in search of new ground; the extent of their travels and 
the character of their boats is presently unknown. However, the reports of 
several government officials in the 1910s that the river was navigable for 



small steamboats for sixty or seventy-five miles and that poling boats could 
be taken further, is suggestive. 

During the 1940s cinnabar ore from Cinnabar Creek, a tributary of Beaver 
Creek, was transported by barge or poling boat down the Holitna to Sleetmute. 
The U.S. Geological Survey reported upriver as far as Kashegelok Village 
just below Chukowan River, and that the Cinnabar Creek deposits were reached 
chiefly by poling boats with outboard motors. In 1943, W.A. Cady and C. A. 
Hickox of the U.S. Geological Survey ascended the Holitna, Chukowan, and 
Gemuk rivers to Beaver Creek in a thirty-foot poling boat with an outboard 
motor. While the government trip was conducted strictly for scientific 
purposes, the boat used in the trip was certainly of the type in customary 
use for commercial purposes in the area at the time of Statehood. 

5.George River To Julian Creek 
(Sleetmute and Iditarod Quadrangles) 

Since the 1910s mining properties on George River were supplied by river and 
trail. In 1935 Stephen R. Capps of the U.S. Geological Survey reported that 
miners transported supplies up George River to Julian Creek in poling boats 
with outboard motors. Forty years later a BLM official observed that sixty- 
foot barges twenty feet wide loaded with fuel were used on the river as far 
as Julian Creek where the river was forty feet wide and four to six feet 
deep. 

6.Aniak River To Salmon River 
(Russian Mission Quadrangle) 

During the gold rush era the Aniak was an important poling boat highway to 
the Marvel Creek diggings. According to a local newspaper in 1912, two men 
took a poling boat loaded with nearly a ton of supplies up the river to the 
diggings on the upper reaches of Salmon River. The newspaper observed that 
prospectors should have no difficulty in reaching the mouth of Marvel Creek 
by poling boat. In 1914 a party of eight men reportedly ascended the Aniak 
at high water stage in a poling boat for a distance of forty-five miles. 
Another group of miners took a "large power boat" to a roadhouse forty miles 
upriver. In 1937 another local newspaper reported that the river was 
navigable for small boats a distance of sixty miles. These and other reports 
of boat traffic on the Aniak indicate that the Aniak was in 1959 susceptible 
to commercial navigation to at least the mouth of Salmon River. 



7.Whitefish Lake and Outlet Entire (Russian Mission 
Quadrangle) 

Whitefish Lake and its outlet were a link in a water and land route to 
prospective mining ground on Ophir Creek and mining operations on the 
headwaters of the Tuluksak River. In 1914 the U.S. Geological Survey's 
Alfred G. Maddren ascended the effluent and crossed the lake to Ophir Creek 
in a poling boat; he then followed the trail to Bear Creek on upper Tuluksak 
River. During the trip he observed at least one Native habitation on 
Whitefish Lake and a camp on lower Ophir Creek. There he met a number of 
non-Natives catching large numbers of whitefish for sale to Tuluksak River 
miners. Describing the creek as narrow and deep (6 to 15 feet in places) and 
the lake as shallow (10 to 15 feet), Maddren considered the water route to 
Ophir Creek suitable for the transportation of heavy freight by boat. 
According to BLM officials in 1980 and 1982, local residents traveled the 
water route in boats or skiffs in connection with subsistence activities. In 
view of the physical character of the lake and its effluent, and its past 
history as a route of travel to Ophir Creek and Tuluksak River points in 
boats comparable to riverboats extant in 1959, it is clear that Whitefish 
Lake and its outlet are susceptible to 
commercial navigation. 

8.Johnson River 

9.Crooked Creek 

10.Unnamed Lake 
(Secs. 2-4, 9-12. 14-16. 22-23, 
T. 18 N., R. 63 W., Seward 
Meridian) 

11.Kulik Lake 

12.Unnamed Lake 
(Secs. 18-20, T. 19 N., R. 63 W., 
Seward Meridian) 

13.Unnamed Lake 
(Secs. 13, 23, 24, T. 19 N., R. 64 W., 
and Sec. 19, T. 19 N., R. 63 W., 
Seward Meridian) 

14.Talbiksok River 
(Russian Mission Quadrangle) 

Mud Creek Portage 
to Crooked Creek 

Johnson River to 
Unnamed Lake 

Entire 

Entire 

Entire 

Entire 

Portage to Yukon 



These seven streams and lakes comprise the Russian Mission summer portage or 
the Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage. Indians and Eskimos doubtlessly traveled the 
portage for decades if not centuries before Lieutenant L. A. Zagoskin wrote 
in 1 8 4 4  the first known description of it. Fur traders, prospectors, 
government officials, mail carriers, doctors, nurses, trappers, and sometimes 
entire families traveled the route. Since the Second World War, traffic on 
the Portage appears to have declined significantly, perhaps due to the rise 
in popularity of air travel. Local residents continue to travel portions of 
this route to hunting and trapping grounds, however. 

The Portage was suitable for a wide range of crafts, including kayaks, 
canoes, rowboats, and poling boats, which ranged in length from eighteen to 
thirty-two feet. Prior to 1 9 3 0  the mail carrier maintained five rowboats on 
the Portage. These made it possible for him to travel the distance from 
Bethel to Russian Mission and return in fifteen to twenty days, all the while 
carrying a minimum of 600 pounds of mail and oftentimes passengers. 

The completion of the Alaska Railroad, the inauguration of government 
steamboat service on the Yukon from Nenana to Holy Cross, and the plans of 
the White Pass and Yukon Navigation Company to run a boat from Dawson to St. 
Michael beginning with the 1 9 2 3  season, led to serious consideration of an 
old proposal to construct a canal between the Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers on 
the Portage route. The canal proposal was rejected as too ambitious a 
project for existing and future economic conditions. Most everyone agreed on 
the need to improve the Portage for travel, however. Thus, in 1 9 2 9 - 3 1  the 
Alaska Road Commission and the Territory cooperated in making certain 
improvements on the route. These included the construction of two light 
trams aggregating 5 , 9 4 3  feet on the Yukon and Kuskokwim sides of the Portage; 
a three-thousand-foot canal seven feet wide and three and one-half feet deep; 
controlling dams on the canal and Mud Creek; the installation of winches and 
derricks at the tram sites; the placement of signs at strategic points along 
the lakes and creeks; and the construction of two shelter cabins near the 
trams. 
Improvements to the water portions of the route included the removal of brush 
from channels, the straightening of a few sharp corners in Crooked Creek, and 
the widening of some channels. All these improvements were designed to 
accommodate boats as large as the mail carrier's - -  a thirty-foot boat with a 
four-foot beam and a payload capacity of 2 , 6 0 0  pounds. The project evidently 
was successful, for in 1 9 3 8  a Bureau of Fisheries agent reported, "The 
largest boats now that go over the portage do not exceed 30 feet in length, 4  
foot beam, and should not draw over a foot or fifteen inches of water at 
most. " 



The improvements had no effect on the navigability status of the subject 
water bodies, for it is clear that the streams and lakes were navigable for 
boats similar to those in commercial use in 1959 before the improvements were 
effected. 
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Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Repod 

Holy Cross-GS-FY'9O-#l 
Kwiguk-GS-FY'SO-#2 
Marshall-GS-FY'9O-#2 
Russian Mission-GS-FY'SO-# 
F-14927-EE (75.4) 
F-14915-EE (75.4) 
F-14892-EE (75.4) 

Memorandum 

To : Deputy State Director for Cadastral Survey (923) 

From: Deputy State Director for Conveyance Management (960) 

Subject: Navigable Waters in Group Survey No. 270 (Window 2028) 

This memorandum identifies navigable waters on lands in Window 2028 (Marshall, 
Ohogamiut, Russian Mission) that are selected [but not conveyed) under ANCSA, 
the Statehood Act, and the Native Allotment Act. It also identifies navigable 
waters excluded from interim conveyances (ICs) and tentative approvals (TAs) 
under ANCSA and the Statehood Act. Finally, this memo identifies small land 
claims (usually Native allotments) abutting or straddling navigable waters on 
Federal lands, which are not selected under ANCSA or the Statehood Act. 
Navigable waters in small claims located in interim conveyed areas also are 
identified. (Only those cemetery and historic sites that the BIA has examined 
in the field are reviewed.) 

The forty-two townships and navigable waters in the survey group are shown on 
the USGS Holy Cross, Kwiguk, Marshall, and Russian Mission quadrangles 
(1:250,000 scale) and are described in Table 5. The vast majority of the 
navigable waters have been meandered and segregated on the survey plats. 
Those that must yet be meandered are identified with an asterisk. 

Streams averaging 198 feet or more in width are not listed in Table 5 because 
regardless of their navigability status, they are segregated on the survey 
plats. The same is true for lakes fifty acres or more. The principal 
meanderable water bodies are listed in Table 1. 

Navigable waters less than the meanderable size that were excluded from ICs 
through the use of USGS maps are listed in Table 2. Copies of these maps are 
attached. Navigable waters located on ANCSA-selected lands identified through 
aerial photo-interpretation are listed in Table 3, and are shown in red on the 
attached maps. Navigable waters in or along Native allotments identified 
through aerial photo-interpretation are listed in Table 4. 



The BLM's navigability determination criteria are described in a memorandum of 
March 16, 1976, from the Associate Solicitor, Division of Energy and 
Resources, to the Director, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), subject "Title to 
submerged lands for purposes of administering ANCSA" . In general, the BLM 
considers nontidal water bodies navigable if, at the time of Statehood, they 

- were suitable for travel, trade, and commerce. The Ninth Circuit Court's 
recent decision on the navigability of the-Gulkana River provides additional 
guidance. In this case, the Court found that contemporary guided fishing and 
sightseeing activities on the river was commerce and that watercraft 
"customary at statehood could have at least supported commercial activity of 
the type carried on today." Watercraft customary at statehood included boats 
with a load capacity of about a thousand pounds. 

The principal sources of informat ion about the land status, history, and 
character of water bodies in the report area comes primarily from USGS maps, 
NASA aerial photographs, the BLM's Master Title Plats (MTP's). Alaska 
Automated Lands and Mineral Record System (AALMRS), navigability reports, and 
Native allotment case files, and local residents. Bill Brown of the 
Navigability Section also interviewed the following people by phone: 

Date Phone No. and Background 

David Kelley 5/1/89 267-1256, BLM Resource Specialist 
Ephrim Kozevnikof f 5/1/89 584-5883, Russian Mission resident 
Enakenty Stephanof f 5/1/89 584-5883, Russian Mission resident 
David Cooper 8/1/89 679-6325, Marshal 1 resident 
Alex Nick 8/1/89 584-5885. Land Planner, Russian Mission 

Native Corporation 
Randy Kacyon 8/2/89 543-2433, ADF&G, Bethel 
Ron Regnart 8/2/89 334-0541, ADF&G, Fairbanks 
Don Hunter 8/6/89 679-6527, Marshall resident 
Frank Coffee 8/15/89 679-6229, Marshall resident 
Ben S i tka 8/15/89 679-6686, Marshall resident 
Mike Stockberger 8/17/89 584-5313, Schoolteacher and pilot in 

Russian Mission 

Brown also contacted a number of people who were not familiar with the water 
bodies in question or could not provide substantive information. They are 
listed below. 

Gary Pierce 
Mike Kramer 
Mike Geiger 
Steve Machita 
Mike Reardon 

Camille Boliver 
Mike Doxie 
Eugene Tetinek 
Vernon Evan 

Phone Number and Background 

(456-8819) ADF&G, Fairbanks 
(456-8819) Fishery Biologist ADF&G, Fairbanks 
(337-7570) ADF&G, Retired, Anchorage 
(443-2271) Wildlife Biologist ADF&G, Kotzebue 
(543-3158) Wildlife Biologist, Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Wildlife Refuge 

(679-6312) Marshall resident 
(456-8819) ADF&G, Fairbanks 
(679-6429) Miner in Marshall 
(679-6688) Marshall resident 

For a full account of the interviews, see William C. Brown to Files, May 26 
and August 31, 1989, files F-14927-EE, F-14915-EE and F-14892-EE. 



Kako Creek 

Kako Creek heads in the Ilivit Mountains and flows southeast thirty miles to 
Kako Lake, which empties into Yukon River east of Arctic Island, five miles 
north of Russian Mission. It is shown as a single line on the USGS Russian 

- Mission D-7 (1952,  minor quadrangle revisions 1975) .  (NASA aerial photography 
is not available in this area.) This creek's gradient is about eight feet per 
mile. 

The creek flows through ANCSA-selected lands in Secs. 2 1 ,  28 ,  and 3 4 ,  
T .  2 1  N., R. 66 W., SM, and in Secs. 2 ,  1 0 ,  11, 1 4 ,  1 5 ,  2 2 ,  and 2 7 ,  T. 22 N . ,  
R. 66 W., SM. The submerged lands in Secs. 3 ,  4, 9 ,  1 5 ,  16,  22 and 2 7 ,  
T. 21  N., R. 66 W.. SM, and Sec. 3 4 ,  T. 22 N., R. 66 W., SM, are interim 
conveyed (IC 8 5 4 ) .  

Ephrim Kozevnikof f and Enakenty Stephanof f , both of whom have Native 
allotments near Kako Creek, stated i t  is possible to take a boat at least 
fourteen feet long and equipped with a forty-horsepower outboard motor up the 
stream from Kako Lake at least six miles in the spring after breakup. Smaller 
craft could go up even further. David Kelly, a BLM employee, flew over Kako 
Creek in August 1988 and reported the stream to be forty to sixty feet wide 
and an estimated two feet deep. Kelly, who has considerable experience in 
rafting rivers in Alaska, stated that a person with a canoe or raft could 
navigate this stream for eight or ten miles. 

On August 2 2 ,  1989 ,  BLM employee Bill Brown flew up Kako Creek, including that 
section that flows through ANCSA-selected lands in Tps. 21  and 22 N., 
R. 66 W., SM. According to Brown, the creek follows a very sinuous course 
through stands of tall spruce. I t  gradually narrows from one hundred feet at 
its mouth to about thirty feet where i t  first crosses ANCSA-selected lands. 
The water depth averages about two feet; it  is shallower over occasional 
gravel bars. Pools five to six feet deep exist at many of the bends. The 
current is sluggish in the lower reaches. Sweepers occur frequently, but they 
can be easily negotiated without portaging. "Canoes or rafts would have no 
difficulties floating this stream," Brown concluded. (See William C. Brown to 
files, with photos, September 6 ,  1989 ,  file F-14927-EE.) 

I determine Kako Creek navigable in Secs. 2 1 ,  2 8 ,  and 3 4 ,  T .  21  N., R .  66 W., 
SM, and in Secs. 2 ,  1 0 ,  11, 1 4 ,  1 5 ,  2 2 ,  and 2 7 ,  T. 22 N., R. 66 W., SM. The 
creek is thirty to one hundred feet wide, and about two feet deep with deeper 
pools. Two local residents regularly take advantage of high water periods to 
ascend the creek five or six miles .in boats powered by outboard motors. 
Several BLM employees who have flown over the creek, reported that canoes and 
rafts could be taken down the creek without difficulty from points beyond the 
ANCSA-selected area. 

Johnson River 

Johnson. River passes through ANCSA-selected lands in Secs. 4-9, 1 7  and 1 8 ,  
T. 1 5  N., R. 69 W., Secs. 2 8 ,  2 9 ,  32 and 3 3 ,  T .  16 N . ,  R. 69 W., and in 
Secs. 1-3, 10 and 1 2 ,  T .  15  N., R .  70 W., SM. The remaining land in each 



township is public land. In addition, the following small claims either 
straddle or front Johnson River: 

File No. Locat ion 

Secs. 2 and 11, T. 15 N., R. 69 W., SM. 
Sec: 12, T. 15 N., R. 69 W., SM. 
Sec. 29, T. 15 N., R. 70 W., SM 
Sec. 18, T. 15 N., R. 70 W., SM. 
Sec. 17, T. 15 N., R. 70 W., SM. 

The BLM has determined upstream portions navigable. On December 16, 1988, the 
Navigability Section recommended that this river be determined navigable where 
i t  fronts on Native allotments AA-50580 and F-14181, located in Sec. 12, 
T. 15 N., R. 69 W., and Secs. 7 and 12, T. 15 N., Rs. 68 and 69 W., SM, 
respectively. (Carl Neufelder to files AA-50580 and F-14181, December 16, 
1988). On May 8, 1989, the ELM determined a section in T. 17 N., R. 63 W., 
SM, navigable. (Wayne A. Boden to Deputy Director for Cadastral Survey, 
May 8, 1989, file F-14871-EE . )  

I determine Johnson River navigable where it  crosses or abuts these small 
claims. The BLM has determined sections of the river upstream of these claims 
navigable. As these are no portages or obstructions downstream, i t  follows 
that the river is navigable here as well. 

Kuyukutuk River 

From the junction of its South and West forks, this river flows northwest 
fifty miles to Five Day Slough, seventeen and one-half miles north of Marshall 
in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. (See USGS Russian Mission D-8.) The lower 
reaches of the river is ANCSA-selected in Sec. 8, T. 22 N., R. 69 W., SM; the 
upper reaches, in Secs. 24, 25, 35 and 3 6 ,  T. 21 N., R. 68 W., SM. The 
submerged lands in Secs. 9, 15, 16, 22, 23, 25, 26 and 36, T. 22 N., R. 68 W . ,  
and Sec. 13 in T. 21 N., R. 68 W., are interim conveyed (IC 738). 

On the USGS maps, the river IS double-li-ned where i t  crosses the lowlands. 
Here its gradient is virtually flat. In the foothills and mountains, the 
river is single-lined. In the three miles below the junction of the West and 
South forks, which encompasses part of the selection area, the stream's 
gradient is about twenty feet per mile. High-altitude aerial photographs are 
not available for this area. 

The uppermostNative allotments on this stream are located in T. 22 N., 
R. 69 W., SM. Low-level photographs in Native allotment case files F-18102-A 
and F-18101-B in Sec. 6 and F-18149-A in Sec. 4 in T. 22 N., R. 69 W., show a 
one-hundred-foot-wide river with high, vegetated banks. The river appears to 
be deep. There is no evidence of riffles in the photos. A village site is 
reported in Sec. 6. 

Local residents were not able to provide much information about the upper 
reaches of the Kuyukutuk or its tributaries. Nick, Coffee, and Sitka, all of 
whom have followed the winter trail along the West Fork, seemed doubtful about 
the West Fork's potential as a navigable stream. Several said i t  was narrow, 



steep-banked, and likely shallow. Stockberger, who has flown over the West 
Fork, said i t  is ten to twelve feet wide, one to one and a half feet deep, and 
steep-banked. He remembered seeing many beaver dams. 

Stockberger and Cooper believed that the Kuyukutuk is navigable for canoes and 
- inflatable rafts. Cooper said that he once took a boat up the river 

twenty-two miles. He described the river as one hundred feet wide and four to 
five feet deep. He claimed the entire length of the river is suitable for 
canoes. 

In late August, 1989, Bill Brown of the Navigability Section made an aerial 
inspection of the upper and mid reaches of the river and its West Fork. 
According to Brown, the river flows in a well-defined channel fifty to sixty 
feet wide and is approximately two feet deep. The current is moderate. There 
are no sweepers, gravel bars, or other obstructions that could impede travel 
by a canoe or raft. In fact, Brown reported, the river provides excellent 
canoeing or rafting opportunities in a wilderness setting. 

I find the Kuyukutuk River navigable in Sec. 8, T. 22 N. ,  R. 69 W., and in 
Secs. 24, 25, and 36 in T. 21 N., R. 68 W., SM, to the mouth of the South Fork 
in Section 35. According to a BLM employee who flew over the river, the 
stream is sufficiently wide and deep to permit floating a canoe and raft, even 
in August when water levels are seasonally the lowest. 

Other Water Bodies 

All other water bodies less than the meanderable size in the report area and 
not listed in the attached tables are non-navigable. The creeks are too 
steep, narrow, or shallow. The sloughs are filled with vegetation, or they 
are discontinuous, dry, or landlocked. The lakes are too small; many are also 
landlocked. 

Enclosures : 
USGS maps (blueline) 

CC : 
State Interest Determinations Unit 
Division of Land and Water Management 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
Box 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(with maps) 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Title and Contract Section 
3601 C Street, Suite 960 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(W/O maps) 



Maserculiq, Inc. 
Marshal 1 ,  Alaska 99585 
(with maps) 

Ohog, Inc. 
via Russian Mission, Alaska 99657 
(with maps) 

(Yukon) Russian Mission Native Corporation 
Russian Mission, Alaska 99657 
(with maps) 

Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
601 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(w/maps) 



Table 1 

Partial Listing of Sloughs, Rivers, and Streams More Than Three Chains 
Wide and Lakes Fifty Acres in Size in Survey Window 2028 (Marshall) 

1 Yukon River 

2. Center Slough 

3. Poltes Slough 

4. Five Day Slough 

5. Monarch Slough 

6. Owl Creek 

7. Wilson Creek 

Circle Slough 

Nunvotchuk Lake 

Kako Lake 

Portion of Talbiksok River in Secs. 27, 33 and 34, T. 19 N., R. 66 W., 
SM, double-lined on USGS map 

Thirtytwo Kazyga Slough 

Slough from its mouth in Sec. 26, T. 18 N., R. 68 W., SM to and through 
Sec. 21, T. 18 N., R. 67 W., SM (Russian Mission C-7) 

Portage Slough 

Cross Slough 

Middle Slough 

Devils Elbow 

Slough in Sec. 31, T. 18 N., R. 69 W., and Secs. 25, 26, 34, 35 and 36, 
T. 18 N., R. 70 W., SM (Russian Mission C-8) 

Sloughs in Secs. 19, 29, 30 and 32, T. 20 N., R. 70 W., SM (Marshall D-1) 

Portions of slough in Secs. 5, 8, 9, 17 and 18, T. 21 N., R. 71 W., SM, 
double-lined on USGS Marshall D-1 map 

Engineer Lake and Creek in Secs. 22-26, T. 19 N . ,  R. 70 W., and Secs. 19, 
20, 29, and 30, T. 19 N., R. 69 W., SM. (Russian Mission C-8) 

Tuckers Slough 



Table 2 

Rivers, Streams, and Sloughs Less Than Three Chains 
Wide and Lakes Less Than Fifty Acres in Size, 

Excluded From IC's in Survey Window 2028 (Marshall) 

Portion of Wilson Creek in Secs. 35 and 36, T. 21 N., R. 70 W., SM, 
double-1 ined on USGS Marshal 1 D-1 map (IC 737). 

Tuckers Slough in Sec. 2, T. 21 N., R. 64 W., and Secs. 25, 35 and 36, 
T. 22 N.. R. 64 W., SM; and its northernmost tributary in Sec. 2, 
T. 21 N., R. 64 W., S.M. (IC 853)(Russian Mission D-6). 

Slough with its mouth in Sec. 33, T. 18 N., R. 68 W., SM, to and through 
Sec. 31, T. 18 N., R. 67 W., SM (IC 646)(Russian Mission C-7 and C-8). 

Portion of slough (mouth in Sec. 34, T. 18 N., R. 68 W., SM.) 
double-lined on USGS map, in Sec. 34, T. 18 N., R. 68 W. , SM 
( I C  646)(Russian Mission C-7). 

Portion of slough (joins slough #3 in Sec. 33) double-lined on USGS map 
in Sec. 33, T. 18 N., R. 68 W., SM, ( I C  646)(Russian Mission C-7). 

Weare Dike in Sec. 27, T. 18 N., R. 69 W., SM (IC 646)(Russian 
Mission C-8). 

Nunvotchuk Lake outlet in T. 19 N., R. 66 W., and T. 20 N., R .  66 W., SM 
(IC 853)(Russian Mission D-7). 

Slough heading in Yukon River slough in Secs. 29 and 32, T. 18 N., 
R. 67 W., and emptying into slough in Sec. 31 (IC 646)(Russian 
Mission C-7 and C-8). 

Slough of Thirtytwo Kazyza Slough in Secs. 34 and 35, T. 19 N., R. 67 W. , 
and Sec. 3, T. 18 N., R. 67 W., SM (Sec. 34 portion excluded in IC 853) 
(Russian Mission C-7). Entire slough appears dry in CIR 60, roll 2913, 
frame 6789, July 1980. 

Portion of Yukon River slough double-lined in NE% Sec. 23, T. 18 N., 
R. 68 W., SM (IC 646)(Russian Mission C-7). 

Stream (mouth in Sec. 19, T. 17 N., R. 70 W.) in Secs. 19-27, and 30, 
T. 17 N., R. 69 W., SM (downstream portion is more than 3 chains wide) 
(Marshall C-1, Russian Mission C-8) (IC 646). 

Left bank tributary of #11, portion double-lined on USGS map in Secs. 19 
and 20, T. 17 N., R. 69 W., SM (IC 646)(Russian Mission C-8). 

Right bank tributary of #11, portion double-lined on USGS map in 
Secs. 16, 17, 20, and 21, T. 17 N., R. 69 W., SM (IC 646)(Russian 
Mission 6-8). 



Left bank tributary of #11, portion double-lined on USGS map in Secs. 21 
and 22, T. 17 N . ,  R. 69 W.. SM (IC 646)(Russian Mission C-8). 

Right bank tributary of #11 in Secs. 22 and 23, T. 17 N., R. 69 W., SM 
(IC 646)(Russian Mission C-8). 

Right bank tributary of #11, portion double-lined on USGS map in 
Secs. 14, 23, and 24, T. 17 N., R. 69 W . ,  SM (IC 646)(Russian 
Mission C-8). 

Left bank tributary of #11, portion double-lined on USGS map in Secs. 23, 
26, 27, and 34, T. 17 N., R. 69 W . ,  SM (IC 646)(Russian Mission C-8). 

Washburn Slough (mouth in Sec. 11, T. 17 N., R. 70 W.) and its branches 
in Secs. 1, 2, 11 and 12 double-lined on the USGS map. (IC 646)(Russian 
Mission C-8). 

Left bank tributary of #11, portion double-lined on USGS map, in Secs. 25 
and 36, T. 17 N., R. 70 W., SM (IC 646)(Russian Mission C-8). 

Right bank tributary of #11, in Secs. 28, 29, 33, and 34, T. 17 N., 
R. 70 W., SM (IC 646)(Russian Mission C-8). 

Left bank tributary of #11, portion double-lined on USGS map in Sec. 31, 
T. 17 N., R. 70 W., SM (IC 646)(Marshall C-1). 

Blade Island slough heading in Sec. 34, T. 18 N., R. 70 W., and emptying 
into Sec. 9, T. 17 N., R. 70 W., in Secs. 33 and 34, T. 18 N., R. 70 W., 
and in Secs. 1 and 9, T. 17 N., R. 70 W., SM ( I C  646)(Russian Mission 
C-8). South half of slough appears dry in CIR 60, roll 2913, frame 6759, 
July 1980. 

Yukon River-Poltes Slough slough in Secs. 16, 20, and 21, T. 21 N., 
R. 70 W.. SM (IC 737)(Marshall 0-1). 

Slough or lake and its effluent in Secs. 22 and 27, T. 21 N., R. 70 W., 
SM (IC 737)(Marshall D-1). (Patented in 1983.) 

Slough of Owl Creek heading in Sec. 36, T. 21 N., R. 71 W., and emptying 
in Sec. 8, T. 20 N., R. 71 W., in Secs. 5 and 8, T. 20 N . ,  R. 71 W., SM 
(virtually dry in CIR 60, roll 2800, frame 3944) (IC 737)(Marshall D-1). 

Slough of Poltes Slough in Secs. 33-36, T. 22 N., R. 71 W., and in 
Sec. 5, T. 21 N., R. 71 W., SM (IC 737)(Marshall D-1). 

Slough of Yukon River in Sec. 24, T. 22 N., R. 72 W., and in Secs. 28-30, 
T. 22 N., R. 71 W., SM (IC 737)(Marshall D-1, 0-2). 

Yukon River island slough in Sec. 32, T. 20 N., R. 70 W., and Sec. 5, 
T. 19 N., R. 70 W., SM (IC 737)(Marshall D-1). 

Yukon River slough in Sec. 21, T. 18 N . ,  R. 68 W., SM (Russian 
Mission C-7). 

Portion of Yukon River slough double-lined on USGS Russian C-8 in NW1h 
Sec. 29, T. 18 N., R. 68 W., SM (Russian Mission C-8). 



31. Yukon River slough (mouth in Sec. 26, T. 18 N., R. 68 W.) in Sec.  26. 
(IC 646) (Russian Mission C-7) 

32. Yukon Russian slough, portion in Sec. 32. T .  2 1  N., R. 65 W. (IC 853) 
(Russian Mission D-6) 



Table 3 

Navigable Rivers, Streams, and Sloughs 
on ANCSA-Selected Land in Survey Window 2028 (Marshall) 

Identified Through Aerial Photo-Interpretation . 

1. Stream emptying into Yukon River in Secs. 22 and 3 3 ,  T. 18  N., R. 67 W., 
SM; to right bank tributary in NEX Sec. 10 ,  T. 18 N . ,  R. 66 W. (in 
Secs. 8-10, 1 6 ,  17 ,  19 and 20,  T. 18 N., R. 66 W., and Secs. 22-24, and 
28,  T. 18 N . ,  R. 67 W.) Also, that portion of its tributary double-lined 
on the USGS map in Sec. 20 ,  T. 18 N., R. 66 W., S.M. (Roll 2913, 
Frame 6763, July 1980) (Russian Mission C-7. ) 

2 .  Stream emptying into Thirtytwo Kazyza Slough in Sec. 1 3 ,  T. 18  N . ,  
R. 68 W., and Secs. 4 ,  5 ,  7 ,  8 ,  and 1 8 ,  T. 18 N . ,  R. 67 W.; portion 
double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-7 map (Roll 2913, Frame 6763, July 
1980).  

3 .  Portion of stream (mouth in Sec. 23) double-lined on USGS maps in 
Secs. 12-14, and 23,  T. 18  N . ,  R. 67 W., SM (Roll 2913, Frame 6765, July 
1980) (Russian Mission C-7). Aiso, its double-lined tributary in 
Secs. 14 and 23.  

4 .  Stream (mouth in Sec. 28,  T. 18 N . ,  R. 67 W.) heading in small lake in 
Sec. 30,  T. 18 N . ,  R. 66 W., SM; in Sec. 2 8 ,  T. 18 N., R. 67 W., SM 
(Roll 2913, Frame 6765, July 1980) (Russian Mission C-7). 

5 .  Stream emptying into Engineer Creek in Sec. 25, T. 19 N., R. 70 W., SM; 
to forks in SE1/r Sec. 31,  T. 19 N.. R. 69 W., SM. (Roll 2913, Frame 6792,  
July 1980) (Traverses Secs. 25 and 36,  T. 19 N . ,  R. 70 W . ,  and Sec. 3 1 ,  
T. 19 N . ,  R. 69 W). (Russian Mission C-8.) 

6. Tributary of #5 (mouth in Sec. 31,  T. 19 N., R. 69 W., SM.,) to forks in 
Sec. 6 ,  T. 18 N., R. 69 W., SM (Roll 2913, Frame 6792, July 1980) .  
(Russian Mission C-8.) 

7 .  Tributary of #5 in Secs. 29-32, T. 19 N . ,  R. 69 W., SM (double-lined on 
USGS Russian Mission C-8.) (Roll 2913, Frame 6792, July 1980) .  

8 .  Portions of stream emptying into Yukon River in Sec. 2 ,  T. 18  N., 
R. 70 W., SM, double-lined on USCS map in Secs. 7 and 1 8 ,  T. 18  N . ,  
R. 69 W., SM (Roll 2913, Frames 5434 and 6794, July 1980 . )  (Russian 
Mission C-8.) 

9 .  Portion of stream double-lined on USCS map in Sec. 1 9 ,  T. 18 N., 
R. 69 W., SM (Roll 2913, Frame 6794, July 1980) .  

10. Stream emptying into Five Day Slough in Sec. 20; in Secs. 2 0 ,  21  and 22 ,  
T. 22 N., R. 70 W., SM (Roll 2500-77, Frame 5434, June 1977) .  
(Marshall D - 1 ) .  



Tributary of Five Day Slough (mouth in E'h Sec. 8 )  in Secs. 8 ,  9 ,  and 1 6 ,  
to forks in El/? Sec. 16,  T. 22 N . ,  R. 70 W., SM (Roll 2500, Frame 5434, 
June 1977) (Kwiguk A-1, Marshall 0-1). 

Tributary of Five Day Slough (mouth in Sec. 4 ) ,  portion double-lined in 
Secs. 4 ,  9 and 10 ,  T .  22 N . ,  R. 70 W., SM (Roll 2500, Frame 5434, 
June 1977) (Kwiguk A-1). 

Slough emptying into Yukon River in Sec. 2 3 ,  T. 22 N . ,  R. 72 W . ,  SM; in 
Sec. 23. (Roll 2500, Frame 5435, June 1977) (Marshall D-2). 

Yukon River-Chuilnak River slough in Secs. 8 and 9 ,  T .  22 N . .  R. 72 W., 
SM (Roll 2500, Frame 5434, June 1977) (Kwiguk A-2). 

Branch of #14 in Sec. 1 0 ,  T. 22 N . ,  R. 72 W., SM (Roll 2500, Frame 5435, 
June 1977) (Kwiguk A-1). 

Yukon River slough (mouth in Sec. 26 ,  T. 18 N . ,  R. 68 W.) in Secs. 24 and 
25 ,  T .  18 N . ,  R. 68 W., SM (Roll 2913, Frame 6763, July 1980) (Russian 
Mission C-7). 

Hook-shaped lake and its effluent in NE%, Sec. 25, T. 19  N . ,  R. 70 W., 
and Sec. 30,  T. 19 N . ,  R. 69 W., SM (Roll 2913, Frank 6792, July 1980) 
(Russian Mission C-8). (Effluent in Sec. 24 was conveyed by IC 737. )  

Portions of Engineer Creek tributary (mouth in Sec. 25,  T. 19  N . ,  
R .  70 W.) double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 map; in Secs. 25 and 
36,  T .  19 N., R. 70 W., SM (Roll 2913, Frame 6792, July 1980) (Russian 
Mission C-8). 



Table 4 

Navigable Waters In or Along Certain Native Allotments 
in Survey Window 2028 (Marshall) Identified Through 

Aerial Photo-Interpretation 

1. Slough (mouth in Sec. 21) double-lined on USGS Russian Mission D-6 in 
Native allotment F-16100 in Secs. 22 and 27, T. 21 N., R. 64 W., SM 
(Roll 2911, Frame 6269, July 1980). 

2. Slough in Secs. 2, 10, and 11 in Native allotment F-16094-B, T. 19 N., 
R. 67 W., SM (Roll 2913, Frame 6789, July 1980) (USGS Russian Mission 
D-7). 

3. Slough double-lined on USGS Russian Mission D-8 in Sec. 30, T. 22 N., 
R. 69 W., SM through Native allotment AA-56223-A (no aerial photos 
available). 

4. Slough double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 in Secs. 9 and 16, 
T. 19 N., R. 70 W, SM, in Native allotments F-17481-A, F-18099-A, and 
F-17341-A (Roll 2913, Frame 6794, July 1980). 

5. Sloughsingle-1inedonUSGSMarshall  C-1 inSec. 19, T. 17N., R. 70 W., 
SM, in Native allotments F-15609-A, F-18368-C, F-17238-8, F-17240-A, and 
F-18191-B (Roll 2913, Frame 6759, July 1980). 

6. Sloughs on USGS Russian Mission D-8 and Marshall D-1 in Sec. 32 and 33, 
T. 20 N., R. 70 W., SM, and Secs. 4, 5, and 9, T. 19 N., R. 70 W., SM, in 
Native allotments F-15598-B, F-15609-C, and F-17337-A (Roll 2913, 
Frame 6733, July 1980). 

7. Right bank slough of Yukon River on USGS Russian Mission 6-7 in Sec. 21. 
T.-18 N., R. 68-w., in Native allotment F-16103-A (Roll 2913, Frame 6762 [ 
July 1980). 

8. Portion of right bank slough of Yukon River double-lined on USGS Russian 
Mission C-7 in Sec. 29, T. 18 N., R. 68 W., in Native allotment F-173374 
(Roll 2913, Frame 6762, July 1980). 

9. Lake and its outlet on USGS Russian Mission C-7 in Sec. 29, T. 18 N., 
R. 68 W., in Native allotments F-16107 and F-17233-C (Roll 2913, Frame 
6726, July 1980). 

10. Slough (mouth in Sec. 28, T. 18 N., R. 67 W.) along Native allotment 
F-16363-A on USGS Russian Mission C-7 in Secs. 34 and 35, T. 18 N., 
R. 67 W., SM (Roll 2913, Frame 6763, July 1980). 

11. Stream along Native allotment F-16108-A on USGS Russian Mission C-7 in 
Secs. 2, 3, 10, and 11, T. 17 N., R. 68 W., SM (Roll 2913, Frame 6762, 
July 1980). 



12. Stream through Native allotments F-17243-A and F-17481-8 on USGS Russian 
Mission D-8 in Secs. 16 and 1 7 ,  T. 22 N . ,  R .  69 W . ,  SM (Roll 2500,  
Frame 5434, June 1977) .  (Photo of canoe in file F-17243-A). 

13.  Kuyukutuk River fronting Native allotments F-18102-A and F-18101-B on 
- USCS Russian Mission D-8 in Sec. 6 ,  T. 22 N . ,  R .  69 W . ,  and F-18149-A in 

Sec. 4 ,  T. 22 N., R. 69 W., SM (Roll 2500, Frame 5434, June 1977) .  



Table 5 

Navigable Rivers, Streams, and Sloughs Less Than 
198 Feet Wide and Lakes Less Than 50 Acres in Size 

on Lands Selected under the Statehood Act, 
ANCSA, and Native Allotment Act 

in Survey Window 2028 (Marshall, Ohogamiut, Russian Mission) 

Seward Meridian 

Townships 

T. 21 N., R. 64 W. (Surveyed) 
Slough (mouth in Sec. 21) in Native allotment F-16100, in Secs. 22 and 27 

Tuckers Slough in Sec . 2 

Northernmost tributary of Tuckers Slough, in Sec. 2 

T. 22 N., R. 64 W. (Surveyed) 
Tuckers Slough in Secs. 25,  35 and 36. 

T .  21 N., R. 65 W. (Surveyed) 
Yukon River Slough, portion in SE%, Sec. 32. 

22 N., R. 65 W. (Surveyed) 
None. 

T. 18 N., R. 66 W. (Surveyed) 
Stream in Secs. 8 ,  9 ,  16 ,  1 7 ,  19 ,  and 20, to right bank tributarv in NE% 

Portion of stream double-lined on USCS maps in Sec. 20. 

T. 19 N., R. 66 W. (Surveyed) 
Nunvotchuk Lake outlet. 

T. 20 N., R. 66 W. (Unsurveyed) 
Nunvotchuk Lake out let. 

T.  21 N., R. 66 W. (Surveyed) 
Kako Creek in Secs. 21,  28 ,  and 34 

T. 22 N., R. 66 W. (Surveyed) 
*Kako Creek in Secs. 2 ,  1 0 ,  11 ,  1 4 ,  1 5 ,  22 ,  and 27 

T. 18 N., R. 67 W. (Surveyed) 
'Slough heading in Yukon River slough in Secs. 29 and 32,  and emptying into 
slough in Sec. 31. (See attached navigability map, USGS Russian Mission C-7.) 

'Slough of Thirtytwo Kazyza Slough in Sec. 3 



Portion of stream (mouth in Sec. 23) double-lined on USGS maps in Secs. 12-14, 
and 23. Also, tributary of this stream double-lined on USGS maps in Secs. 14 
and 23. 

Stream in Secs. 22-24, and 28. 

All portions of stream (empties into Thirtytwo Kazyga Slough in Sec. 13, 
T. 18 N., R. 68 W.), double-lined on USCS Russian Mission C-7 in Secs. 4, 5, 
7 ,  8, and 18. 

Stream (heads in small lake in Sec. 30, T. 18 N., R. 66 W.) in Sec. 28. 

Slough along Native allotment F-16363-A in Secs. 34 and 35. 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 33, T. 18 N., R. 68 W., SM) in Sec. 3 1 .  

T. 19 N., R. 67 W. (Surveyed1 
*Slough of Thirtytwo Kazyza Slough in Sec. 34. 

Slough in Native allotment F-16094-B in Secs. 2, 10, and 11. 

Tps . 20-22 N. , R. 67 W. (Surveyed) 
None. 

T. 17 N., R. 68 W. (Surveyed) 
Stream along Native allotment F-16108-A in Secs. 2, 3, 10 and 11. 

Slough (mouth in See. 33, T. 18 N.. R. 68 W., SM) in Sec. 1. 

T. 18 N., R. 68 W. (Surveyed) 
Slough (mouth in Sec. 33) in Secs. 33-36 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 34) in Sec. 34. 

Portion of slough (mouth in NW'kNE'h Sec. 33) double-lined on USGS Russian 
Mission C-7 in Sec. 33. 

Stream (empties into Thirtytwo Kazyza Slough in Sec. 13) in Sec. 13. 

Slough (mouth in Sec. 26) in Secs. 24, 25 and 26. 

'Right bank slough of Yukon River in Sec. 21. 

"Portion of right bank Yukon River slough double-lined on USGS map in Sec. 23. 

*Portion of right bank slough of Yukon River double-lined on USGS Russian 
Mission C-8 in Sec. 29. 

'Lake and outlet on right bank of Yukon River in Sec. 29 in Native allotments 
F-16107 and F-17233-C. 



Tps. 19 and 20 N., R. 68 W. (Surveyed] 
None. 

T .  21 N.. R. 68 W. (Surveyed) 
*Kuyukutuk River (in Secs. 24, 25, 35, and 36) to the mouth of the South Fork 

- in Sec. 35. 

T. 22 N., R. 68 W. (Surveyed) 
None. 

T. 15 N., R. 69 W. (Surveyed) 
Johnson River. 

T .  16 N., R. 69 W. (Surveyed1 
Johnson River. 

T. 17 N., R. 69 W. (Surveyed) 
Stream (mouth in Sec. 19, T. 17 N., R. 70 W.) in Secs. 19-27, 30. 

Portion of left bank tributary double-lined on USGS Russian C-8 in Secs. 19 
and 20. 

Portion of right bank tributary double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 in 
Secs. 16, 17, 20, and 21. 

Portion of left bank tributary double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 in 
Secs. 21 and 22. 

Right bank tributary in Secs. 22 and 23. 

Portion of right bank tributary double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 in 
Secs. 14, 23, and 24. 

Portion of left bank tributary double-lined in Secs. 23, 26, 27, and 34. 

T. 18 N., R. 69 W. (Surveyed) 
Weare Dike in Sec. 27. 

Stream (mouth in Sec. 31, T. 19 N., R. 69 W) to forks in SW%NE1/r Sec. 6 
(portion double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8). 

Portion of stream or lake in Sec. 31 double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8. 

Portion of stream or lake in Sec. 19 double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8. 

Stream or lake in Secs. 7 and 18 double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8. 

T. 19 N., R. 69 W. (Surveyed) 
'Stream (mouth in Sec. 25, T. 19 N., R. 70 W.) to forks in Sec. 31; its left 
bank tributary in Sec. 31; and its right bank-tributary in Secs. 29-32, 
specifically that portion double-lined on USGS maps. 



'Part of hook-shaped lake in Sec. 30. 

Tps. 20-21 N., R. 69 W. (Surveyed) 
None. 

- T. 22 N.. R. 69 W. (Surveyed) 
Slough double-lined on USGS Russian ~issi0.n 0-8 in Native allotment AA-56223-A 

'Stream through Native allotments F-17243-A and F-17481-8 in Secs. 16 and 17. 

Kuyukutuk River fronting Native allotments F-18102-A and F-18101-5 in Sec. 6 
and Native allotment F-18149-A in Sec. 4 ;  and in Sec. 8. 

T. 15 N., R. 70 W. (Surveyed) 
Johnson River. 

T. 16 N., R. 70 W. (Surveyed) 
None. 

T. 17 N., R. 70 W. (Surveyed) 
All portions of Washburn Slough (mouth in Sec. 11) and its branches 
double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 in Secs. 1, 2, 11 and 12. 

Portion of left bank tributary double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 in 
Secs. 25 and 36. 

'Right bank tributary in Secs. 28, 29, 33, &d 34. 

Portion of left bank tributary double-lined on USGS Marshall C-1 in Sec. 31. 

Slough single-lined on USGS Marshall C-l in Sec. 19 in Native allotments 
F-15609-A, F-18368-C, F-17238-8, F-17240-A, and F-18191-B. 

T. 18 N., R. 70 W. (Surveyed) 
*Blade Island slough (heads in Sec. 9, T. 17 N., R. 70 W., SM) in Sec. 33 and 

T. 19 N., R. 70 W. (Surveyed) 
Sloughs double-lined on USGS Russian Mission 0-8 and Marshall D-1 in Native 
allotments F-15598-B, F-15609-C and F-17337-A in Secs. 4, 5 and 9. 

Sloughs double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 in Native allotments 
F-17481-A, F-17341-A, and F-18099-A in Sec. 16. 

'Hook-shaped lake in NE%, Sec. 25. 

Stream (mouth in Sec. 25) in Secs. 25 and 36 

Yukon River slough in Sec. 5. 

Portion of Engineer Creek tributary (mouth in Sec. 25) double-lined on USGS 
Russian Mission C-8 in Secs. 25 and 36. 



T. 20 N., R. 70 W. (Surveyed) 
Sloughs double-lined on USGS Russian Mission D-8 and Marshall D-1 in Secs. 32 
and 33 and Secs. 4,  5, and 9, T. 19 N., R. 70 W., in Native allotment 
F-15598B, F-15609-C, and F-17337-A 

- Yukon River island slough in Sec. 32 and in Sec. 5, T. 19 N., R. 70 W., SM. 

T. 21 N., R. 70 W. (Surveyed) 
Portion of Wilson Creek in Secs. 35 and 36 double-lined on USGS Marshall D-1 

*Slough connecting Yukon River and Poltes Slough in Secs. 16, 17, 20, and 21. 

T. 22 N., R. 70 W. (Surveyed) 
Stream (empties into Five Day Slough in Sec. 20) in Secs. 20, 21, and 22. 

Tributary of Five Day Slough (mouth in E'h Sec. 8) in Secs. 8, 9 and 16, to the 
forks in E1h. Sec. 16. 

Portion of tributary of Five Day Slough double-lined on USGS Kwiguk A-1 in 
Secs. 4, 9 and 10. 

T. 19 N., R. 71 W. (Surveyed) 
None. 

T. 20 N., R. 71 W. (Surveyed) 
*Slough of Owl Creek (mouth in Sec. 8) in Secs. 5 and 8 

T. 21 N., R. 71 W. (Surveyed) 
Slough of Poltes Slough in Sec. 5. 

T. 22 N., R. 71 W. (Surveyed) 
Slough of Poltes Slough in Secs. 34-36. 

Slough in Secs. 28-30 

T. 21 N., R. 72 W. (Surveyed) 
None. 

T. 22 N., R. 72 W. (Surveyed) 
Yukon River - Chuilnak River slough in Secs. 8 and 9. 

Slough (heads in Yukon ~iver in Sec. 28, T. 22 N., R. 71 W. , and empties into 
Yukon River in Sec. 23) in Secs. 23 and 24. 

Branch of Yukon River - Chui lnak River slough in ~ e c .  10. 

'Water bodies not meandered on the surveyed plats 



NAVIGABILITY REPORT 
Johnson River 

Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 42 

Nunapitchuk 2001 

BACKGROUND mlFORMATION 

The following Native allotment applications straddle Johnson River: Daniel P. George, BLM 
case fde AA-37832 in Sec. 31, T. 15 N., R. 71 W., SM, and Sinka Williams, BLM case file 
F- 16023, Parcel A in Sec. 15, T. 17 N., R. 65 W., SM. 

Local Name: Johnson River was reported in 1949 by the U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey as 
possibly named for Eric Johnson, a prospector. The Eskimos consider this part of the Kvichavak 
River. Var. Anchitaktuk IZlver, Kvichavak River, Tundra River.' 

Elizabeth Andrews with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) said villagers from 
Nunapitchuk, Kasigluk and Atmautluak refer to the upper reaches of Johnson River as 
"Kuicaraq, the way to go to the river," in both the open and frozen state to reach the lower 
Yukon River near Russian Mi~sion.~ 

Nearest Settlement: The village of Nunapitchuk is on the west bank of Johnson River about 
fifteen mdes from its mouth.' 

Length of Water Body: Orth describes Johnson River as heading in a lake two miles west of 
Kukaklik Lake at 61°39' N., 160°39' W., and flowing SW 215 miles to the KuskokwirnRiver, 15 
miles southwest of Bethel (Sec. 33, T. 7 N., R. 73 W., SM).4 Residents of Lower Kalskag 
consider Arhymot Lake as the head in Sec. 2, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM (200+ miles). (The section 
draining Arhymot Lake for sixteen miles is erroneously labeled as Crooked Creek on the Russian 
Mission C-5, 1952 map.5) 

USGS Ouadranple(s) in selected area: Marshall B-1, 1954, Russian Mission C-6, 1952 

Aerial Photos in selected area: CIR 60, R. 291 1, July 1980, Fr. 6399; R. 2913, July 1980, R 
6768. 

Was the water body Photo htemreted? On January 19,2000, Scott Guyer in Office 924 
reviewed the aerial photos of Johnson River beginning in Sec. 33, T. 12 N., R. 73 W., SM. (BLM 
had determined the river navigable up to this point) through T. 17 N., R. 63 W., SM. His 
estimates of the river's width are reported below. 

Was a Field Reporthterview Report prepared'? An interview report was prepared March 21, 
2001. Additionally, some interviews came from a Navigability Report for Johnson River in 
Window 1283, dated July 5, 2000.6 



SUBMERGED LAND STATUS 

The water body lies in the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge. From 1984 to 2000 the BLM 
determined several segments of Johnson k v e r  and the rivers, streams, and lakes that comprise 
the Yukon-Kuskokwirn Portage as navigable. The following is a chronological h t  of previous 
BLM administrative navigability determinations beginning with the most recent: 

On July 5, 2000, the BLM determined the Johnson River navigable in Native Allotment F- 16018, 
Parcel B in Sec. 15, T. 17 N., R. 64 W., SM., in Window 1283.7 

On June 13, 1990, the BLM determined the Johnson River navigable in the claims for AA-11471 
and AA-50580 in T. 15 N., R. 69 W., SM., AA-31291 and AA-11643 and AA-11474 in T. 15 N., 
R. 7 0  W., SM., in Window 2028. 

On May 8, 1989, the BLM determined the Johnson River navigable in Tps. 9 and 11 N., 
R. 7 3  W., SM; Tps 9-1 1 N., R. 74  W., SM; and Tps. 9-10 N., R. 75 W., SM for lands selected 
under ANCSA, the Statehood Act and the Native Allotment Act in Window 1836.9 

On May 8, 1989, the BLM determined the Johnson k v e r  navigable in Secs. 14, 15,22 and 
Crooked Creek in Secs. 22 and 23, T. 17 N., R. 63 W., SM., for selected lands under ANCSA, 
the Statehood Act and the Native Allotment Act in Window 1834." 

On December 16, 1988, the BLM determined the Johnson River navigable in Native Allotments 
AA-50580 and F-14181 in Sec. 12, T. 15 N., R. 69 W., SM." 

In 1984 a section of Johnson River (a.k.a. Crooked Creek) from the Mud Creek portage in 
T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM., downstream to the mouth of Crooked Creek (a.k.a Johnson hver)  in 
T. 17 N., R. 63 W., SM., was determined navigable in a BLM report on navigable waters of the 
Kuskokwim region.'' 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Tvpe of Water Body: River 

Gradient: Negligible 

- 
Township - 
15 N., R 71 W., SM 

Section Number 

31 

- 17 N.. R .  65 W.. SM 

Mile 

70 

Status and Remarks 

AA-37832, M N W R  

15 150 F-I-, ~ N W R  



Channel Width: Johnson River is double-liued on the USGS maps, beguluing at its mouth on the 
Kuskokwun hve r  through the Baird Inlet and Marshall 1 :250,000 quadrangle maps and within 
T. 16 N., R. 66 W., SM. in the Russian Mission B-6 Quadrangle. 

1980 CIR 60, R. 291 1, Frames 6397, 

2' - 5' in the fall 



USES 

Commercial: Johnson kver (a.k.a. Crooked Creek) from Mud Creek portage to Crooked Creek 
for approximately ten miles (Sec. 22, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM to Sec. 22, T. 17 N., R. 63 W., SM) 
was once part of the popular Yukon-Kuskokwirnportage. Traveled by Indians, Eskunos and a 
few Russian traders, it was first recorded in 1844 by Lieutenant Zagoskin." In 1908, a Nome 
newspaper quoted that two hundred men were using the portage because of the recent gold 
strikes in the Kuskokwim region.l4 In 1923, during the summer months, the mail carrier made a 
monthly round trip from Bethel to Russian Mission that took him fifteen to twenty days. He 
maintained boats on the Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers and on the portage itself.I5 The mad 
canier's boat, 30 feet long with a four-foot beam with aload capacity of 2,600 pounds, was used 
as a standard to request money to improve the portage.Ib In 193 1, with money appropriated by 
the Alaska territorial government, the route was complete with steel trams, canals, winches, 
derricks and controlled dams. By the 1950s the improvements had deteriorated to the point that 
they were no longer usable." 

Historical: In a six-year study of land and resource use by villagers from Nunapitchuk, Kasigluk 
and Atmautluak, Elizabeth Andrews with the ADF&G, writes, 'Moose hunting in the fall 1983 
by Nunapicuarmiut, (villagers from Nunapitchuk) took hunters north and east of the village up 
the Plkrmktahk, Kvichavak and Johnson fivers to their headwaters and adjacent lakes and 
tributaries." A map showing moose and bear hunting areas along the Johnson river extended as 
far as the villages of Lower and Upper Kalskag.'' 

Andrews also reported that in the 1980s, people from Aluachak typically joined their Akulmiut 
relatives to moose hunt in the fall on the upper Johnson River. In spring they hunted muskrat.I9 

Direct Evidence: Villagers from Akiachak, Nunaprtchuk, Atmautluak, Kasigluk, Lower and 
Upper Kalskag boat Johnson fiver to reach their Native allotment parcels, gather bemes and to 
hunt for moose and bear near Arhymot Lake. In a telephone interview for this report, Daniel P. 
George of Akiachak said a couple years ago in September he went to his allotment in a 22' 
Yukon Raider with 120- horsepower motor to m o s e  hunt. There were probably four adults with 
him They traveled beyond his allotment but not as far as the Yukon-Kuskokwirnportage in T. 
17 N., R. 63 W., SM. George said villagers from Nunapitchuk, Atmautluak and Kasigluk hunt 
moose beyond his allotment. In spring, the Johnson River is very deep." The photographs of 
Johnson River in Daniel P. George's BLM case He, AA-37832, show the river to be wide and 
free of any obstr~ctions.~' 

In the telephone interview for this report, Patrick Peter of h a c h a k  said he boats Johnson hver  
in a 22' Yukon Raider with a 90-horsepower motor and carries a 12' skff for emergencies or to 
boat shallower waters. He boats the entire river from its mouth to the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Portage in T. 17 N., R. 63 W., SM., in spring and in mid-July to pick benies. Peter said the river 
is deep from its mouth to the portage. There are at least five people who accompany hirnZ2 



S+a Williams of Lower Kalskag said to reach both of his allotments situated along Johnson 
River, BLM case file F-16023, Parcels A and B, m Secs. 15 and 24 respectively, 
T. 17 N., R 65 W., SM., two boats are necessary. He leaves one boat, a 16'Lund mounted with 
a 30-horsepower motor at Mud Creek and waUcs about a mile and half to Johnson River to his 
other boat, a 16'Lund aluminurnboat mounted with a 15-horsepower motor. Wfiams said 
others from Lower Kalskag pull their boats over the portage in the spring, summer, and fall to 
hunt, fish aud pick benies. He has seen villagers from Kasigluk, Nunapitchuk and Atmautluak 
hunt moose and bear in September near the headwaters of Johnson River or Arhymot Lake. 
Williams does not hunt moose or bear because of the portage.23 

Nicolai Sergie of Lower Kalskag has an allotment below Sinka Wfiams' camp and reaches his 
camp by snow machine in spring and during the ice-free months with a 18' Lund aluminurnboat 
mounted with a 30-horsepower motor. When beny picking with his family in July, it takes two 
to four people to drag their boat from Mud Creek and at times within Mud Creek. In fall 
villagers fromKasigluk, Nunapitchuk and Atmautluak use big boats to hunt moose near Arhymot 
Lake. Sergie does not hunt large game in this area because of the portage.* 

Mike Pavilla of Atmautluak said most people from Kasigluk, Atmautluak and Nunapitchuk, 
called tundra villagers by others, traditionally hunt moose near the upper reaches of the Johnson 
River close to Arhymot Lake between the first and third week of September. The river's depth 
depends on the amount and frequency of snow, rain and south winds. Beginning in 1996, the 
area has experienced a drought and during the fall of 1999 he was forced to turn around before he 
reached Lucy Levi's allotment m Sec. 15, T. 17 N., R. 64 W., SM. He was using a 18' aluminum 
Lund mounted with a 40-horsepower Evinrude propeller motor. His load included three adults, 
camping gear and gas. Pavilla said during high water, it took them two days by boat to reach 
Arhymot Lake from At~nautluak.~~ 

CONCLUSION 

We recommend that Johnson River be determined navigable within the Native allotment claims 
for Daniel P. George, BLM case He AA-37832, in Sec. 31, T. 15 N., R. 71 W., SM, and Sinka 
Williams BLM case file F-16023, Parcel A in Sec. 15, T. 17 N., R. 65 W., SM. Aerial 
photography and telephone interviews with local villagers with experience boating the river say 
that from spring to fall, Johnson River is between fifty and sixty-five feet in width, four to seven 
feet in depth, is free of any obstructions and maintains a slow current. 

Daniel P. George of k a c h a k  took several adults with him several years ago in September to 
hunt moose beyond his allotment in a 22' Yukon Raider with a 120-horsepower motor. Mike 
Pavilla of Atmautluak used a 18' boat to also hunt moose beyond George and Williams' Native 
allotment claims and has seen others from Kasigluk, Atmautluak and Nunapitchuk hunt moose 
annually near Arhymot Lake between the fwst and third of September. Elizabeth Andrews with 
the ADF&G corroborated this information in a six-year study of land and resource use in the 
1980's. 



Nicolai Sergie and Sinka Williams of Lower Kalskag reach their Native allot~nent claims on 
~ohnson River by crossing a portage at least one mile long from the Kuskokwim River. ' h s  
portage and section of Johnson River to the mouth of Crooked Creek was hstorically part of the 
Yukon-Kuskokwim portage heavily traveled by Indians and Eskimos, explorers, miners and in 
1923, used as a route by the postal service to deliver mail between Bethel and RussianMission 
with 30 feet boats capable of carrying loads of 2,600 pounds. 

The physical characteristics of the river, previous BLM navigability determinations, current and 
historic use by villagers upstream and downstream of the Native allotment claims indicate that 
Johnson River is susceptible for use as a route for travel, trade and commerce 

Report Prepared By Date: 
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Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Repod 

Marshall-CS-FY'89-#I 
Baird inlet-GS-FY'89-#I 
Russian Mission-GS-FY'89-#1 
Bethel-GS-FY '89-#I 
F-14823 (75.4) 
F-14824 (75.4) 
F-14835 (75.4) 
F-14873 (75.4) 
f-14838 (75.4) 
F-14883 (75.4) 

H'114914 (75.4) 
F-14949 (75.4) 
(961) 

MAY 8 1?YC 

Memorandum 

To : Deputy State Director for Cadastral Survey (923) 

From: Deputy State Director for Conveyance Management (960) 

Subject: Navigable Waters in Croup Survey No. 268 (Window 1838) 

This memorandum identifies navigable water bodies below a certain size on 
lands in , window 1836 [Atmaut luak. Nunapi tchuk, Kasigluk, Akiachak, Akiak, 
Tuluksak, Bethel (North), and Kwethluk (North)] selected (but not conveyed) 
under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement (ANCSA), the Statehood Act, and the 
Native Allotment Act, and not reserved or withdrawn at the time Alaska joined 
the Union. It also identifies navigable waters excluded from interim 
conveyances under ANCSA and tentative approvals under the Statehood Act. 
Finally, this memo identifies navigable waters on or along small claims in 
areas not selected under ANCSA or the Statehood Act. (Only those cemetery and 
historic sites that the BIA has examined in the field are reviewed.) 

Table 5 lists the fif ty-eight townships and navigable waters. Streams 
198 feet or more in width, such as the Kuskokwim and Pikmiktalik rivers are 
not listed in the report because, regardless of their navigability status, 
they are segregated on the survey plats. The same is true for lakes fifty 
acres or more. Many of these water bodies are listed in Table 1. 



All smaller water bodies excluded from the ICs are identified in Table 2. 
Most of these were excluded on the basis of "navigability maps" referenced in 
the 1Cs. Copies of these maps are attached. Navigable waters on selected 
lands which were identified mainly through aerial photo interpretation, are 
listed in Table 3. Navigable waters on or along Native allotments and 
historical sites identified through aerial photograph interpretation ace 
listed in Table 4. 

The BLM's navigability determinations are based on criteria described in the 
memorandum dated March 16, 1976, from the Associate Solicitor, Division of 
Energy and Resources, to the Director, Bureau of Land Management, subject 
"Title to submerged lands for purposes of administering ANCSA"; the Alaska 
Native Claims Appeal Board's (ANCAB) decision (RLS 76-2) of December 14, 1979. 
on the navigability of the Nation and Kandik rivers; the Regional Solicitor's 
February 25, 1980, interpretation of the ANCAB decision; and dicta in the 
United States District Court's decision (A80-359) of April 16, 1987, on the 
navigability of the Culkana River. In general, the BLM considers nontidal 
water bodies navigable if, at the time of Statehood, they were navigable for 
crafts larger than a one-person kayak. 

Information about the land status, history, and physical character of water 
bodies in the report area comes primarily from the USCS Marshal [ , Baird Inlet, 
Russian Mission, and Bethel maps; the BLM's "navigability maps" and its 
infrared aerial photographs taken in 1980, at 60,000 feet (roll 7. frames 277. 
279, 292. 293, 294, and 299) and in August 1987, at 40,000 feet (flight 1, 
roll 1, frames 1-41; flight 2, roll 1, frames 1-40; flight 3. roll 1. 
frames 1-36; flight 4, roll 1, frames 1-36; flight 5, roll 1, frames 1-36: 
flight 6, roll 1, frames 1-33; flight 7, roll 1, frames 1-39; flight 8-A, 

' roll 2, frames 1-10; flight 8-B, roll I ,  frames 1-6; flight 9, roll 2, 
frames 1-14; and flight 10, roll 2, frames 1-15); BLM's master titla plats, 
Alaska Automated Lands and Minerals Record System, easement and Native 
allotment files, and prior navigability reports. In addition, Dot Tideman of 
the BLM's Navigability Section interviewed the following people: 

Frederick, Frank 

Moses, john, Jr. 
Wade. Mike 
Huttun, Dan 
Perry, Ron 
Snyder, Robert 
Fritz, George 
Deman t 1 e , Joseph 
Peter, Phillip 

Date( s) Phone number and Background 

(825-4520) Akiachak resident 

(825-4520) Akiachak resident 
(543-2817) ADF&G Bethel 
(543-3151) Hunter and fisherman 
(543-3151) F&W Manager, Bethel 
(825-4328) Akiachak Police Chief 
(825-4328) Akiachak Ltd's Land Manager 
(695-6615) Tuluksak resident 
(695-6213) Tuluksak resident 

Sam George, a board member for Akiachak, Ltd. (825-4328), was not familiar 
with the water bodies: however, he suggested several contacts. For a full 
account of the interviews, see Dot Tideman to File F-14823, March 14, 1989. 



Tuluksak River 

On May 22, 1985, the BLM determined the Tuluksak River navigable from its 
mouth to several townships upstream of the report area at Upper Landing (about 
mile fifty-nine). [See John I .  Rumps to Chief. Branch of Conveyance Services 
(9621, May 22, 1985.1 

Cweek River 

Cweek River, an anabranch of the Kuskokwim River, heads in lowlands 
approximately eight and one-half miles north of Tuluksak and flows seventy 
miles southwesterly to again join the Kuskokwim River downstream approximately 
seven miles northeast of Bethel. As calculated from the USCS Russian 
Mission A-5, A-6, A-7, 0-5. 0-6, and Bethel 0-7 quadrangles, the river has a 
negligible gradient. About fifty-eight miles of the river are meanderable by 
reason of size. NASA infrared aerial photography taken in August 1987 at 
40,000 feet (flight 7, roll I, frames 29 and 32; flight 8, roll 2, frame 8; 
flight 8A, roll 2, frames 8 and 9; flight 9, roll 2. frames 1, 2, and 4. and 
flight l o ,  roll 2. frame 5). show the river flowing through swampland. 
Several sections are heavily vegetated and appear to be dry (or nearly so) for 
a total of ten miles in Sec. 1, T. 13 N. ,  R. 65 W., SM., Secs. 20 and 29, 
T. 13 N., R. 66 W., SM, between Secs. 7 and 29, T. 12 N., R. 67 W., SM, and 
upstream of the report area in Secs. 30 and 31, T. 14 N., R. 64 H., Seward 
Meridian. 

Most of the Cweek River's lower reaches in the group survey flow through lands 
that have passed from BLM's jurisdiction in Interim Conveyances 618 and 1027 
and in its upper reaches in T. 13 N., Rs. 64 and 85 W.. SM in IC 542. The 
riverbed was excluded f rom these conveyances, because BLM considered the 
waterway navigable in the conveyed area. Lands remain selected in Sec. 6, 
T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM: Secs. 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 12, T. 13 N., R. 65 W . ,  SM; 
T. 12 N., R. 67 W . ,  SM; Sec. 1, T. 12 N., R. 68 W . ,  SM.; and Sec. 12. 
T. 11 N., R. 68 W.. SM. The river flows through selected lands upstream of 
the report area in T. 14 N.. R. 64., SM and through the Yukon Delta National 
Wildlife Refuge in T. 14 N.. Rs. 64 and 65 W., SM. 

Six individuals that Tideman contacted provided information concerning their 
travel up a portion of the river. From Bethel, Mike Wade has taken eighteen- 
and twenty-foot boats to a tributary in Sec. 8, T. 13 N., A .  65 W . ,  SM, 
approximately sixty miles upstream or nearly the river's length. Wade said 
that there is a one-quarter mile section where the river is very narrow, but 
i t  still has a deep channel. Finally, he said that he had heard that the 
local people boat the entire river in twenty- and twenty-two-foot boats. 
Robert Snyder has taken a boat to a point approximately eight miles downstream 
from where Wade boated before small alders prevented further upstream travel. 
He thought one can get through this section at high water in the spring. He 
too heard that Tuluksak residents boat the entire river. pulling their boats 
through narrow sections. Frank Frederick and John Moses, Jr.. of ten boat to 
about one-half mile below John Moses, Sr. 's, Native allotment which lies about 
forty-five miles upstream in See. 19, T. 13 N., R. 67 W., SM in a sixteen-foot 
boat (propeller and lift). Here the river is three to six feet deep and about 
twenty feet wide. Frederick said that they have to line their boat through 
several short stretches; however, the channel remains deep. Phi lip Peter and 
Dan Huttun boated upstream to T. 12 N., R. 87W., SM, directly west of 
Tuluksak village. Peter said that the water is six feet deep or more in most 



areas. Huttun thought that the entire river could be boated with minimal 
portaging. Ceorge Fritz boated a portion of the river and said that the river 
is open for navigation to Moses' Native allotment. 

Several other individuals provided opinions about the navigability of both the 
upper and lower reaches of the river. Having flown over the i t .  Ron Perry 
stated that he sees boats on the entire river all the time. He spoke with the 
villagers and said that they claim to boat the river between. lune and October 
with a minimal amount of portaging. joseph Demantle said that many Tuluksak 
villagers boat the entire river. 

I determine the Cweek River navigable from its lower mouth to and through 
T. 13 N., R. 65 W.. SM and from its upper mouth to the middle of Sec. 12, 
T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. One individual boated nearly through the report 
area. The two miles upstream from where he boated are wide -- doubled-lined 
on the USGS map. The river remains approximately two to three chains wide for 
this distance on the infrared photographs taken in 1987 (roll 2, flight 9, 
frame 2). The upper river ranges from one to four chains wide up to a left 
bank tributary in Sec. 12, T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM. Local residents of 
Akiachak and Tuluksak boat these portions of the river on a regular basis. 
All individuals believe that boaters can portage the shallower sections. 

The remainder of the river in the report area is non-navigable. In the 
photographs the river appears to be dry in sections, some of which are a mile 
or more in length. 

Miscellaneous Navi~able Water Bodies 

I determine water bodies listed in Tables 3 and 4 navigable. The sloughs 
which have little or no gradient and fill quickly when the Kuskokwim River 
rises during spring breakup and rainy seasons, are considered to be navigable 
if a clear channel is evident in the aerial photographs.' Low level 
photographs taken during field examinations are also used to determine the 
navigabi li ty of marginal streams. During high water periods the sloughs 
certainly are susceptible to canoe navigation. 

Other Water Bodies 

The remaining water bodies are not suitable for navigation. Some of the 
creeks and sloughs are too shallow, narrow, and filled with vegetation. In 
many cases they are discontinuous and/or dry and landlocked. The unnamed 
tributary from Secs. 12 and 13 to Sec. 6 in T. 9 N . ,  R. 65 W., SM, and its 
left bank stream from Sec. 36 to Sec. 6 are examples. Although the stream and 
its tributary are open downstream, they are less than one-half chain wide, and 
intermittently closed off in areas with what appears to be deadfalls and 
grass. These streams are not canoeable and for all practical purposes they 
are no~avigable. (See August 20, 1987 infrared aerial photographs flight 3, 
roll 1, frames 32 and 33.) The lakes are too small and drained by small 
shallow creeks. Many lakes are also landlocked. 



. . 

CC : 
State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Land and Water Management 
State Interest Determinations Unit 
P.O. Box 107005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7005 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Land and Water Management 
Land Title Section 
3601 C Street, Suite 960 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Atmautluak. Limited 
Atmaut luak, Alaska 99559 

Nunapi tchuk, Limited 
Nunapi tchuk, Alaska 99641 

Kasigluk, Inc. 
Kasigluk, Alaska 99609 

Akiachak, Limited 
Samue 1 George 
Akiachak, Alaska 99551 

Kokarmui1 Corporation 
Akiak, Alaska 99552 

Tulkisarmute Inc. 
Tuluksak, Alaska 99679 

Bethel Native Corporation 
P.O. Box 719 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Kwethluk, Inc. 
Kwethluk, Alaska 99621 

Calista Corporation 
601 West Fifth Avenue. Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Chief, Program Planning and Development Staff (9208) 

Chief, Branch of Examinat ions and Records (922) 

Chief, Branch of Field Survey (921) 

Chief, Branch of Mapping Sciences (924) 



Branch of Survey Preparation and Contracts (923) 
Attn: Phil Wilkins 

Rnchorage District Off ice (040) 



Table 1 

Partial List of Rivers. Streams, and Sloughs More Than Three Chains Wide and 
Lakes Fifty Acres in Size in Survey Window 1836 (Atmautluak, Nunapitchuk, 
Kasi~luk, Akiachak. Akiak. Tuluksak, Bethel (North), and Kwethluk (North) 

1. Kuskokwim River. 

2. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Secs. 21, 28, and 29,  
T. 13 N., R. 64 W.. SM. 

3. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River with mouth in Sec. 10, 
T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM and in Sec. 27, T. 14 N., R. 64 W . ,  SM, 

4. Slough heading in Sec. 34, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM, and joining Bogus 
Creek in Sec. 11, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. 

5. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River with mouths in Sec. 36. 
T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM and Sec. 6, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., SM. 

6. Anabranch of Kuskokwim and Gweek rivers with mouths in Sec. 19, T. 13 N., 
R. 64 W., SM and in Sec 35, T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM. 

7. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Sec. 31, T. 13 N., R. 64 W . ,  
SM and Sec. 36, T. 13 N., R .  65 W., SM. 

8. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River heading in NW1h Sec. 33, 
T. 12 N., R. 68 W., SM and emptyiflg in SBC. 7, T. 11 N., R. 66 W., SM. 

9. Mishevik Slough in T. 10 N., Rs. 66 and 67 W., SM. 

10. Right-bank slough emptying into the Kisaralik River in Secs. 20 and 21, 
T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. 

11. Reindeer Slough from its head in Sec. 21. T. 10 N., R .  67 W.. SM to its 
mouth in Sec. 15, T. 9 N., R. 67 W., SM. 

12. West channel of Reindeer Slough in Secs. 21 and 2 8 .  T, 10 N., R. 67 W., 
SM . 

13. Slough of Kuskokwim River in S1%H of Sec. 8 to its mouth in Sec. 17, 
T. 9 N . , R .  68W.,SM. 

14. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Secs. 2 and 10, T. 9 N., R. 
68 W., SM. 

15. Slough from Kuskokwim River to Kuskokuak Slough in Secs. 16, 21, and 28, 
T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM. 

16. Cweek River in Tps. 9-11 N., R. 69 W., and T. 10 N., R. 68 W . ,  SM. 



17. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River in Secs. 2, 3 ,  and 10, T .  9 N.. 
R. 68 W., SM and in Secs. 34 and 35, T .  10 N., R. 68 W., SM. 

. . 18. Kuskokuak Slough. 

19. Piluniktalik River. and its interconnecting slough in Secs. 4 ,  5. and 8 ,  
T. 10 N.. R. 73 W . ,  SM. 

20. North Fork Johnson River in Sec. 3 1 ,  T. 10 N.. R. 74 W . ,  SM, and in 
T. 9 N.. R. 74 W . .  SM (mouth in Secs. 16 and 17 ,  T. 9 N . ,  R .  74 W . ,  and 
head in Sec. 3 1 ,  T. 10 N., R. 74 W., SM). 

21. Double-lined slough in Sec. 3 0 ,  T. 11 N . ,  R. 74 W., SM and in Secs. 24 
and 25, T. 11 N., R. 75 W., SM. 



Table 2 

Navigable Rivers, Streams, and Sloughs Less Than Three Chains Wide and Lakes 
Less Than Fifty Acres in Size Excluded from ICs and TAs in Survey Window 1836 
(Atmautluak, Nunapitchuk. Kasigluk, Akiachak, Akiak, Tuluksak. Bethel (North) 

Kwethluk (North) 

I. Bogus Creek slough in Secs. 2 and 11, T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM. 
(IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

2. Bogus Creek in Sec. 11, T. 13N.. R.64W.. SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-5) 

3. Kuskokwim River slough in Secs. 3 and 10. T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM 
(single-lined on USCS maps), and branch in Secs. 2, 3, and 11, T. 13 N., 
P. 64 W., SM. joining Bogus Creek in Sec. 11. (1C 542)(Russian 
Mission A-5) 

4 .  Slough with mouth in Sec. 19, T. 13 N., R. 6 4  W . ,  SM, in Secs. 5 ,  8, 9, 
18 and 19. T. 13 N., R. 64 W., SM.(IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

5. Yukaniluk Creek in Secs. 27, 28, 32, and 33, T. 13 N., R, 64 W., SM. 
(IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

6. Cweek River in Secs. 18 and 19, T. 13 N., 8. 64 W., SM, Sec. 13, 
T. 13 N . ,  R. 65 W., Secs. 1 and 2, 10, 11, 14, 21,- 22, 23, 26-32, 
T. 11 N., R.  68 W., SM; and in Secs. 25, 35, and 36, in T. 12 N., 
R. 68 W., SM. (ICs 542, 618, 1027) 

7. Lake influent and downstream segment of Fog River in Sec. 2, T. 11 N., 
R. 65 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

8. Mishevik Slough in Secs. 5 and 6, T. 11 N., R. 65 W.. SM: Secs. 31 and 
32. T. 12 N.. R. 65 W.; Secs. 4, 5, 8 and 18, T. 10 N., R. 66 W.; Tps. 11 
and 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. (ICs 542, 610)(Russian Mission A-5, A-6) 

9. Little Bogus Creek in Secs. 4, 5 .  8, 9, 18, and 19, T. 12 N.. R. 65 W., 
SM. (IC 542)(Russian Mission A-5 and A-6) 

10. Lake effluent entering Mishevik Slough in Sec. 32, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., 
SM. (LC 542)(Russian Mission A-5) 

11. Tuluksak River in Secs. 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, and 30, T. 12 N., 
R. 65 W., SM, and in T. 12 N., R. 66 W.. SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-5, A-6) 

12. Kasigluk River in Secs. 31 and 3 3 .  T. 9 N., R. 66 W., SM. (IC 610) 

13. Portion of right-bank tributary of Mishevik Slough (mouth in Sec. 1, 
T. 11 N., R. 66 W., SM) double-lined on USGS Russian Missio~~ A-6, in 
Secs. 1 and 2, T. 11 N., R .  66 W . ,  and Sec. 35, T. 12 N., R. 66 W., SM. 
(IC 642) 



14. Slough in Secs. 20 and 21, T. 11 N.. R. 66 W.. SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-6) 

15. Left-bank stream/slough (mouth in Sec. 22) in Secs. 22, 23, 24, 25, and 
26. T. 11 N . .  R. 66 W , ,  SM. (LC 542)(Russian Mission A-6) 

16. Stream heading in lake in Sec. 8, T. 12 N . ,  R. 66 W . ,  SM, and emptying 
into slough in Sec. 15, T. 12 N., A. 66 W., SM. (IC 542)(Russian 
Mission A-6) 

17. Interconnecting slough of the Kuskokwim with head in Sec. 15 and mouth in 
Sec. 31, T.  12 N . ,  R. 66 W . .  SM, and its branch in Secs. 15, 21, and 22. 
(IC 542)(Russian Mission A-6) 

18. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River with head in Sec. 28 and mouth 
in Sec. 32, T. 12 N . ,  R. 66 W.. SM. (IC 542)(Russian Mission A-6) 

19. Right-bank slough of Kuskokwim River in Sec. 6, T. 9  N . ,  R .  67 W., SM. 
(IC 010) (Bethel 0-6) 

20. Tributary of Reindeer Slough in Secs. 8 and 9, T. 9  N., R. 67 W . ,  SM, 
portion double-lined on USCS Bethel D-6. (IC 610) 

21. Kisaralik River to forks in Sec. 13, T . g N . ,  R. 67 W . ,  SM. 
(IC 61O)(Bethel D-6) 

22. Slough (mouth in Sec. 19) in Secs. 17, 18, and 1 9 ,  T. 9 N . .  R. 67 W . ,  SM. 
(IC 61O)(Bethel D-6) 

23. Slough in Secs. 8 and 17, T. 9 N . ,  R. 67 W., SM. (IC 610)(Bethel D-6) 

24. Kuskokwim River anabranch heading in Sec. 6, T. 10 N . .  R. 66 W . ,  SM, 
emptying into Mishevik Slough in Sec. 25, T.  10 N . ,  R. 67 W., SM. 
(IC 6lO)(Bethel D-6) 

25. Reindeer Slough from its head in Sec. 21. T. 10 N . .  R. 67 W.. SM, to its 
mouth in Sec. 15, T. 9 N . ,  R. 67 W., SM. (IC 6lO)(Bethel D-6) 

26. Lake and outlet in Sec. 7. T. B N., R. 68 W., SM. (1C 1027)(Bethel 0-6) 

27. Portion of slough double-lined on Bethel D-7 in Secs. 8 and 17, T. 9 N., 
R. 68 E., SM. (IC 618) 

28. Interconnecting slough of Kuskokwim River and Kuskokuak Slough in 
Secs. 16, 21, and 28, T. 9 N . ,  R. 68 W., SM. (ICs 213, 618) (Bethel D-7) 

,29. Kongeruk River in Sec. 31, T. 9 N. ,  R. 72 W., SM. (IC 448) 

30. Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 29 and 30, T. 11 N . ,  
R. 72 W., SM. (IC 448)(Marshall A-1) 

31. Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 35 and 36, T. 9 N., 
R. 73 W., SM. (IC 448)(Baird Inlet D-I) 



Lake effluent in Secs. 4 and 9, T. 9 N., R. 74 W . ,  SM. (IC 485; Baird 
Inlet D-2) 

Tributary of Johnson River (mouth in Sec. 5, T. 9 N . .  R. 74 W.) in 
Sec. 5, T. 9 N.. R. 74 W . ,  SM: and in Secs. 28, 32, and 33, T. 10 N . ,  
R. 74 W., SM. (IC 485)(Baird lnlet 0-2) 

Lake effluent in Sec. 27, T. 9N., R. 74W., SM. (IC 485) (Baird 
Inlet D-2) 

North fork of Johnson River (mouth in Sec. 16, T. 9 N . ,  R. 74 W., SM) and 
its tributary in Sec. 6, T. 9 N . ,  R. 74 W., SM and in Secs. 1, 2, and 12, 
T. 9 N., R. 75 W., SM. (ICs 485, 595, 678) 

Right-bank tributary (mouth in Sec. 17) of Johnson River in Secs. 7. 8, 
and 17, T. 10 N., R. 74 W.. SM. (IC 485)(Baird lnlet D-2) 

Left-bank tributary of Johnson River in Sec. 25, T. 11 N., R. 74 W . ,  SM 
(single-lined on USCS Marshal 1 A-1). (IC 448) 

Johnson River to and through Sec. 36, T. 11 N., R. 74 W . ,  SM. (ICs 448, 
485, 595) 

Right-bank tributary of Johnson River in Secs. 26 and 35, T. 10 N.. 
R. 75 W . .  SM. (IC 595)(Baird Inlet D-2) 

Right-bank tributary of Johnson River in Tps. 9 and 10 N . ,  R. 75 W . ,  SM, 
heading in Kayigyalik Lake in Sec. 15, T. 10 N., R. 75 W . ,  SM, and 
emptying into the Johnson at Kasigluk in Sec. 2, T. 9 N . ,  R. 75 W . ,  SM. 
(IC 595)(Baird Inlet 0-2) 

Stream heading in Nunavakpak Lake in Sec. 28, T. 9 N . ,  R. 76 W . ,  SM, and 
emptying into Johnson River tributary in Sec. 22, T. 10 N.. R .  75 W., 
including interconnecting slough in Sec. 21. T. 10 N . .  R. 75 W . .  outside 
of Native allotment AA-58195-A. (IC 595)(Baird Inlet D-2, D-3) 

Interconnecting slough in Sec. 25. T. 10 N. ,  R. 76 W.. SM. (IC 595)(Baird 
Inlet D-2) 











Table 3 

Navi~able Waters on Lands Selected Under ANCSA or the Statehood Act 
in Survey Window 1836 Identified Throu~h 

Aerial Photo-Interpretation 

1. Left-bank tributary of Bogus Creek from its mouth in Sec. 3 to tributary 
in S'h Sec. 22, T. 13 N . ,  R. 62 W., SM. (Flight 9, roll 2, frame 12, 1987) 
(Russian Mission A-4) 

2. Bogus Creek in Secs. 1 and 12, T. 13 N . ,  R. 64 W.. SM, and T. 13 N., 
Rs. 62 and 63 W., SM. (Flight 9, roll 2. frame 12, 1987) 

3 .  Kuskokwim River slough (mouth in Sec. 19. T. 13 N . ,  R. 64 W., SM), to 
right bank tributary in EH of Sec, 12. T. 13 N., R. 65 W., SM. 
(Plight 9, roll 2, frame 5, 1987) 

4.  Fog River in Secs. 1, 11, and 14 to tributary in the E%WH of Sec. 13. 
T. 11 N., R. 65 W.. SM, and Sec. 36, T. 12 N., R. 65 W . .  SM. (Flight 7, 
roll 1, frame 36, 1987) 

5. Little Bogus Creek in Secs. 3 and 10, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., SM. (CIR 60, 
roll 7, frame 277, 1980) 

6 .  Right-bank tributary of Tuluksak River in Sec. 25, T. 12 N., R. 65 W., 
SM. (Flight 7, roll 1, frame 36, 1987) (Russian Mission A-5) 

7. Stream emptying into interconnecting slough of Kisaralik River, in 
Secs.1, 2, 3, and 11, T.9N., R.66W., SM. (Flight3, rolll, 
frame 31, 1987) (Bethel 0-6) 

8. Stream (mouth in Sec. 18) emptying into Mishevik Slough in Secs. 3 and 
10, T. 10 N., R. 66 W . ,  SM. (Flight 5, roll I, frame 30, 1987) 
(Bethel D-6) 

9. Slough in Secs. 3 arid 10. T. ION., R. 66 W.. SM to lower lake effluent 
in NW1k Sec. 10 on USCS Bethel 0-6. (Flight 5, roll 1. frame 30. 1987) 
(Bethel D-6) 

10. Israthorak Creek to and through Native allotment AA-51769 in Sec. 30. 
T. 13 N., R, 67 W., SM. (Flight 8A, roll 2, frames 6 and 7, 1987) 
(Russian Mission A-7) 

11. Left-bank tributary of Cweek River in Sec. 12, T. 11 N., R. 68 W., SM. 
(Flight 7, roll 1, frame 29, 1987) (Russian Mission A-6, A-7) 

12. Left-bank tributary of Cweek River in Secs. 13 and 24, T. 11 N., 
R. 68 W., SM. (Flight 6, roll 1, frame 24, 1987) (Russian Mission A-7,) - . . 

13. Right-bank tributary of Cweek River in NW% S 
SM. (Flight 4, roll 1, frame 24, 1987) (Bethe 



14 .  Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 22. 27, and 28. 
T. 11 N., R. 72 W . ,  SM. (Flight 6, roll 1, frame 13, 1987) (Marshall A-1 )  

1 5 .  Right-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 23 and 24, T. 11 N., 
R. 73 W. .  SM. (Flight 6, roll I. frame 12, 1987) (Marshall A-1) 

16 .  Johnson River in T. 11 N., R. 73 W., SM; Secs. 13, 23, 24, 26, 34 and 35, 
T. 1 1 N . .  R. 74W.. SM; and in Sec. 2 ,  T. I O N . .  R. 74W.. SM. 
(Flight 6,  roll 1, frames 10, 11, and 12. 1987) 

17. Slough (mouth in Sec. 4),  in Secs. 3 and 4, T. 11 N., R. 74 W . ,  SM. 
(Roll 7, frame 292, 1980) (Marshall A-2) 

18 .  Stream in Sec. 7, T. 11 N., R. 74 W . .  SM. (Roll 7, frame 294, 1980) 
(Roll 1, flight 6 ,  frame 8, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

19.  Interconnecting slough of Johnson River in Secs. 23 and 26. T. 11 N., 
R. 74 W. ,  SM. (Roll 1. flight 6, frames 9 and 10) (Marshall A-1) 

20.  Slough (mouth in Sec. 34) in Secs. 27 and 34, T. 11 N., R. 74 W . ,  SM. 
(Roll 1, flight 6 ,  frames 9 and 10. 1987) 

21. Slough heading in lake in Secs. 1 and 12 (mouth in EH Sec. 12), T. I O N . .  
R. 75 W . ,  SM. (Flight 5 ,  roll I, frame 9, 1987) (Baird Inlet D-2) 

22. Slough connecting Kyigayalik Lake with an unnamed lake in Sec. 12, 
T. ION . ,  R. 75 W. ,  SM, including north channel in W Sec. 12. 
(Flight 5,  roll 1, frame 9, 1987) (Baird Inlet D-2) 

23. Slough (mouth in Sec. 22) in ! Sec. 15, T. 10 N., R. 75 W . ,  SM. 
(Roll 1, Flight 5, frame 8.  1987) (Baird Inlet 0-2) 

24. Stream in Secs. 7 and 8, T. 11 N., R. 75 W.,  SM. (Roll 7, frame 294, 
1980) (Roll 1, flight 6 ,  frame 5, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

25. Stream in Secs. 20 and 21, T. 11 N. ,  R. 75 W . ,  SM. (flight 6, roll 1, 
Frame 6 ,  1987) (Marshall A-2) 

26. Slough in SER, Sec. 21, T. 11 N.. R. 75 W . ,  SM. (Roll 1. flight 6,  
frame 6, 1987) (Marshal 1 A-2) 

27. Stream in Secs. 29 and 30 (mouth in Sec. 29),  T. 11 N. ,  R. 75 W., SM. 
(Flight 6, roll 1, frame 6, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

2 8 .  Stream from Takslesluk Lake (mouth in Sec. 17) ,  in Secs. 17, 18, and 19. 
T. 11 N., R. 76 W., SM, only. (Flight 6,  roll 1, frame 4, 1987) 
(Marshal 1 1-3) 

29. Stream from Takslesluk Lake in Sec. 1, T. 11 N. ,  R. 78 W . ,  SM to its 
mouth in Sec. 5,  in Secs. 1-5. (Roll 7, frame 299, 1980)(Roll 1, 
flight 7, frame 4, 1987) (Marshall A-3, A-4) 



30. Stream in Secs. 6 and 7. T. 11 N., R. 78 W.. and Sec. 3 1 ,  T. 12 N . ,  
R. 78 W.. SM. (Roll 7, frame 299. 1980)(Roll 1, flight 7, frame 3, 1987) 
(Marshal 1 A-4) 

31. Taklesluk Lake influent, in Sec. 25. T. 12 N.. R. 78 W . ,  SM. [Roll 7. 
frame 299, 1980)(Roll 1, flight 7, frame 5, 1987) (Marshall A-3) 

32. Stream in Secs. 28, 29, 32, and 3 3 ,  T. 12 N . .  R. 78 W., SM and in Secs. 5 
and 8. T. 11 N . ,  R. 78 W., SM. (Roll 7, frame 299, 1980)(Roll 1, 
flight 7, frames 3 and 4, 1987) (Marshall A-4) 



Table 4 

Navigable Waters On or Along Native Allotments and 
Field-Examined Historical Sites 

in Survev Window 1836 

1. Right fork of Fog River along Native allotment AA-56435, and its 
left-bank tributary in allotment, in Sec. 30, T. 11 N., R. 64 W . ,  SM. 
(Flight 6 ,  roll 1, frame 33, 1987) (Russian Mission A-5) 

2 .  Interconnecting slough of Kisaralik River in Native a1 lotment AA-55907 in 
Secs. 8 and 17, in Native allotment AA-55908 in Secs. 16 and 17. and in 
Native allotment F-033569 in Secs. 9 and 16, T. 9 N.. A. 66 W., SM. 
(Flight 3, roll 1, frame 31, 1987) (Bethel D-6) 

3 .  Stream in Native allotment F-17363-A inSecs. 4 a n d 9 ,  heading in lake in 
Sec. 8. T. 12 N., R. 66 W.. SM (mouth in Sec. 15). (Roll 7 ,  frame 279, 
1980) (Russian Miss ion A-6) 

4. Slough in Sec. 5, T. 9 N., R. 68 W., SM, in F-17800, (Roll 4, frame 25, 
1987) 

5. Lake and effluent in Sec 7 ,  T. 9 N., R. 68 W.,  SM in Native allotment 
F-029194. (Flight 4, roll 1, frame 25, 1987) 

6.  Slough in Native allotment F-17208-B in See. 30, T. 9 N . .  R. 68 W.. SM. 
(Flight 3, Roll 1, Frame 26, 1987) (Bethel D-7) 

7 .  Right-bank tributary of Gweek River in Native allotment F-17083 in 
Sec. 1, T. 10 N., R. 69 W., SM and in Sec. 36, T. 11 N., R. 69 W., SM. 
(Flight 5, Roll 1, Frames 22, 23, and 24, 1987) (Bethel D-6) 

8 .  Tubungaluk Creek, in Native allotment AA-51614, in Secs. 14 and 15, 
T. 9 N., R. 70 W., SM. (Flight 3, roll 1, frame 22. 1987) (Bethel D-8) 

9. Kukthluk River and its right bank tributary in Native allotment F-14378 
in Sec. 30. T. 9 N., R. 72 W . .  SM. (Flight 3. roll 1, frame 15. 1987) 
(Baird Inlet 0-1) 

10. Slough (mouth in Sec. 29, T. 10 N.. R. 74 W.,) and its northern tributary 
in Native allotment F-14961-C. in See. 29. (Flight 4, roll 1, frame 10. 
1987) (Baitd Inlet D-2.) 

11. Slough with mouth in Kyigayalik Lake in Sec. 6, T. 10 N.. R. 75 W.. SM in 
Native allotment AA-18257 in Secs. 4 and 5 ,  T. 10 N., R. 76 W . ,  SM. 
(Flight 5, roll 1 ,  frame 6, 1987) (Baird Inlet 0-2, D-3) 

12. Stream (northernmost mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N., R. 75 W., SM) through 
Native allotment P-14256-6 in Sec. 7, T. 12 N., R. 74 W., SM; and its 
left-bank tributary with mouth in Sec. 7. T. 12 N., R. 74 W . ,  SM through 
Native allotment F-18198-A. (Roll 7, frame 293. 1980) (Marshall A-2) 



Stream (southernmost mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N., R. 75 W., SM) to and 
through Native allotment F-16567 in Sec. 10, T. 12 N.. R. 74 W.. SM; its 
left bank tributary (mouth in Sec. 10) to and through Native allotmen't 
F-14386-B in Sec. 12, and its left bank tributary in Sec. 18, T .  12 N., 
R. 74 W.. SM to the middle of Native allotment F-14968-A. (Roll 7, 
frame 293, 1980)(Roll I, flight 7. frames 12 and 13, 1987) 
(Marshall A-1 .A-2) 

Stream in Native allotments F-16337-A, F-14515. and F-15734. in Secs. 29, 
30, 31, and 32, T. 12 N., R.  75 W,, SM (mouths in Sec. 29 and 31). 
(Roll 7, frame 294, 198O)(Roll 1, flight 7, frame 9, 1987) (Marshall A-2) 

Lake and its outlet in NWMSEX of Native allotment F-17534 in Sec. 21, 
T. 9 N . ,  R .  76 W., SM. (Flight 3, roll 1, frame 5, 1987) (Baird 
Inlet 0-2) 

Stream (mouths in Secs. 21 and 28, T. 9 N . ,  R .  76 W., SM) in Native 
allotments F-14561 and F-18258, in Secs. 21 and 28. (Flight 3. roll 1. 
frame 5, 1987) (Baird Inlet D-3) 

Interconnecting slough of stream in Sec. 25, T. 10 N., R. 76 W., SM in 
Native allotment F-15827-A. (Flight 4. roll 1 ,  frame 7, 1987) (Baird 
Inlet 0-2) 

Stream in Native allotment F-14387-8, in Secs. 25 and 36, T. 12 N.. 
R. 79 W . ,  SM (mouth in Sec. 6, T. 11 N., R. 78 W . ,  SM). (Flight 7. 
roll I, frame 2, 1987) (Marshal l A-4) 



Table 5 

Navigable Rivers, Streams and Sloughs Less Than 
198 Feet Wide and Lakes Less Than 50 Acres in Size 

in Survey Window 1836 (Atmaut luak. Nunapi tchuk, Kasiguluk, Akiachak. Akiak, 
Tuluksak, Bethel (North), and Kwethluk (North) 

Seward Meridian 

Townships 

T. 13 N., R. 62 W .  
Bogus Creek and its left-bank tributary from its mouth in Sec. 3 ,  to tributary 
in SH Sec. 22. 

T. 13 N.. R. 63 W .  
Bogus Creek. 

T. 11 N., R. 64 W .  
Tuluksak River. Right fork of Fog River (mouth in Sec. 5 )  along Native 
allotment AA-56435 in Sec. 30. Left-bank tributary of right fork of Fog River 
in Native allotment AA-56435. 

T. 13 N . ,  R. 64 W . ,  
Bogus Creek. Bogus Creek slough in Secs. 2 and 11. Slough (mouth in 
Sec. 19) ,  in Secs. 5 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  18 and 19. Yukaniluk Creek in Secs. 27, 28, 
32. and 33. Kuskokwim River slough in Secs. 3 and 10 (single-lined on USCS 
map), and branch in Secs. 2 ,  3 ,  and 11. Kuskokwim River slough (mouth in 
Sec. 19) to right bank tributary in EH of Sec. 12, T. 13 N.. R .  65 W . .  SM. 

T. 9 N., R.  65 W .  
None. 

T. 10 N . .  R. 65 W. 
None. 

T. I 1  N . .  R .  65 W .  
Lake influent in Sec. 2. Fog River in Secs. 1 ,  11, and 14 to tributary in 
EkWh of Sec. 13. Tuluksak River. Mishevik Slough. 

T. 12 N., R .  65 W. 
Fog, Cweek, and Tuluksak rivers. Right-bank tributary of Tuluksak River in 
Sec. 25. Mishevik Slough. Fog River in Sec. 36. Lake effluent entering 
Mishevik Slough in Sec. 32. Little Bogus Creek. 

T. 13 N., R .  65 W. 
Cweek River in Secs. 4 ,  5 ,  7 ,  and 8 .  Kuskokwim River slough (mouth in 
Sec. 19, T. 13 N . ,  R. 65 W . )  to right bank tributary in EH of Sec. 12. 

T. 9 N., R. 66 W .  
Kasigluk River. Interconnecting slough of Kisaralik River in Native 
allotments AA-55907 in Secs. 8 and 17, AA-55908 in Secs. 16 and 17, and in 
F-033569 in Secs. 9 and 16, and its tributary in Secs. 1 ,  2 ,  3, and 11. 



T. 10 N., R. 66 W. 
Mishevik Slough. Kuskokwim River anabranch heading in Sec. 6. T. 10 N . .  
R. 66 W., SM and emptying into Mishevik Slough in Sec. 25, T. 10 N., R. 67 W . ,  
SM. Stream (mouth in Sec. l a ) ,  emptying into Mishevik Slough in Secs. 3 and 
10 .  Slough in Secs. 3 and 10, to lower lake effluent in NW% Sec. 10. 

T. 11 N . ,  R. 66 W. 
Mishevik Slough. Portion of right bank tributary of Mishevik Slough (mouth in 
Sec. 1) double-lined on USCS map in Secs. 1 and 2.  Left-bank stream/slough 
(mouth in Sec. 22) in Secs. 2 2 ,  23, 24, 2 5 .  26,  and 27. Slough in Secs. 20 
and 21. 

T. 12 N., R. 66 W. 
Tuluksak River. Stream in Native allotment F-17363-A in Secs. 4 and 9. 
Mishevik Slough. Interconnecting slough of the Kuskokwim with head in Sec. 15 
and mouth in Sec. 31, and its branch in Secs. 15,  21, and 22. Interconnecting 
slough of Kuskokwim River with head in Sec. 28 and mouth in Sec. 32. Portion 
of right bank tributary of Mishevik Slough (mouth in Sec. 1, T. 11 N . ,  
R. 66 W . ,  SM) double-lined on USCS map in Sec. 35. Stream heading in lake in 
Sec. 8 ,  and emptying into slough in Sec. 15. 

T. 13 N . ,  R. 66 W. 
Cweek River. 

T. 9 N . ,  R .  67 W. 
Right-bank slough of Kuskokwim River in Sec. 6.  Kisaralik River to forks in 
Sec. 13. Reindeer Slough. Double-lined portion of tributary of Reindeer 
Slough in Secs. 8 and 9. Slough in Secs. 8 and 17. Slough in Secs. 17, 18, 
and 19 (mouth in Sec. 19). Kasigluk River. 

T. 10 N . ,  R. 67 W .  
Mishevik and Reindeer sloughs. Kuskokwim River anabranch heading in Sec. 6 ,  
T. 10 N., R. 66 W . ,  SM, emptying into Mishevik Slough in Sec. 25, T. 10 N . ,  
R. 67 W . ,  SM. 

T. 11 N . ,  R. 67 W. 
None. 

T. 12 N . ,  R. 67 W. 
Cweek River. 

T. 13 N . .  R. 67 W. 
Israthorak Creek to and through Native a1 lotment AA-51769 in Sec. 30. 

T. 9 N . ,  R. 68 W. 
Portion of ~uskobim River slough double-lined on USCS map in Secs. 8 and 17. 
Lake and effluent in Sec. 7.  Slough in Secs. 16. 21, and 28. Slough in 
Native allotment F-17800 in Sec. 5 .  Slough in Native allotment F-17206-0 in 
Sec. 30. Lake and outlet in Secs. 6 and 7. 

T. 10 N . ,  R. 68 W .  
Gweek River. 



T. 11 N., A. 68 W. 
' Cweek River. Left-bank tributary of Gweek River in Sec. 12. Left-bank 

tributary of Gweek River in Secs. 13 and 24 (mouth in Sec. 14). 

T. 12 N.. R. 68 W. 
Cweek River. lsrathorak Creek. 

T. 13 N., R. 68 W .  
Israthorak Creek. 

T. 9 N., R. 69 A .  
Gweek River. 

T. 10 N., R .  69 W. 
Cweek River. Right-bank tributary of Gweek River in Native allotment F-17083 
in Sec. 1. Right-bank tributary of Cweek River in NW'k Sec. 28. 

T. 11 N., R. 69 W. 
Gweek River. Right-bank tributary of Gweek River in Native allotment F-17083 
in Sec. 36. 

T. 12 N., R. 69 W. 
Israthorak Creek. 

T. 9 N.. R. 70 1. 
Gweek River. Tubungaluk Creek in Native allotment AA-51614 in Secs. 14 and 15 
(mouth in Sec. 18, T. 9 N.. R. 69 W., SM). 

Tvs. 10 and 11 N., R. 70 W. 
None. 

Tps. 9, 10 and 11 N., R. 71 W. 
None. 

T. 9 N., R. 72 W. 
Kukthluk River and right-bank tributary in Native allotment F-14378 in 
Sec. 30. Kongeruk River in Sec. 31. 

T. 10 N., R. 72 W .  
None. 

T. 11 N., R. 72 W. 
Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 22, 27, 28,  29, and 30. 

T. 9 N., R .  73 W. 
Johnson River. Left-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Secs. 35 and 36. 

T. 10 N., R. 73 W. 
None. 

T. 11 N., R. 73 W. 
Right-bank tributary of Pikmiktalik River in Sec. 23 and 24. Johnson River. 



T. 9 N.. R. 74 W. 
johnson River. Lake effluent in Secs. 4 and 9. North Fork Johnson River 
(mouth in Sec. 16) and its southernmost tributary in Sec. 6. Tributary of 
Johnson River in Sec. 5. Lake effluent in Sec. 27. 

T. 10 N., R. 74 W. 
lohnson River. Right-bank tributary (mouth in Sec. 17) of Johnson -River in 
Secs. 7, 8, and 17. North Fork Iohnson River in Sec. 31. Tributary of 
Johnson River in Secs. 28, 32. and 33. Slough (mouth in Sec. 29) and its 
northern tributary in Native allotment F-14961-C, in Sec. 29. 

T. 11 N.. R. 74 W. 
Johnson River. Stream in Sec. 7. Left-bank tributary of Iohnson River in 
Sec. 25 (single-lined on USCS map). Interconnecting slough of Johnson River 
in Secs. 23 and 26. Slough (mouth in Sec. 34) in Secs. 27 and 34. Slough in 
Secs. 3 and 4 (mouth in Sec. 4). 

T. 12 N.. R. 74 w. 
Stream (southernmost mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N., R. 75 W., SM) to and through 
Native allotment F-16567 in Sec. 10; , i t s  left-bank tributary (mouth in 
Sec. 10) to and through Native allotment F-14386-B in Sec. 12, and its 
left-bank tributary in Sec. 18 to the middle of Native allotment F-14968-A. 
Stream (northernmost mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N., R. 75 W., SM) to and through 
Native allotment F-14256-8 in Sec. 7, and its tributary in Sec. 7 in Native 
a1 lotment F-18198-A. 

T. 9 N.. R. 75 W. 
Johnson River. Anabranch of Johnson River and North Fork Johnson River in 
Secs. 1, 2 and 12. Slough in Secs. 2, 3, and 11, mouth in Johnson River at 
Kasigluk. Right-bank tributary of Johnson River heading in Kayigyalik Lake in 
Sec. 15, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM and emptying into the Johnson River at 
Kasigluk in Sec. 2, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., SM. 

T. 10 N., R. 75 W. 
johnson River. Right-bank tributary of Johnson River in Secs. 26 and 35. 
Slough connecting Kyigyalik Lake with an unnamed lake in Sec. 12, including 
north channel in W% Sec. 12. Slough heading in lake, in Secs. 1 and 12 (mouth 
in EH Sec. 12). Slough (mouth in Sec. 22) in EH Sec. 15. Right-bank 
tributary of Johnson River heading in Kyigyalik Lake in Sec. 15 and unnamed 
lake in Sec. 22, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM, emptying into the Johnson River at 
Kasigluk in Sec. 2, T. 9 N., R. 75 W.. SM. Stream heading in Nunavakpak Lake 
in Sec. 28, T. 9 N.. R. 76 W., SM, and emptying into Johnson River tributary 
in Sec. 22, including interconnecting sloughs in Sec. 21, outside of Native 
allotment F-14873-A. 

T. 11 N., R. 75 W. 
Stream in Secs. 7 and 8. Stream in Secs. 29 and 30 (mouth in Sec. 29). 
Stream in Secs. 20 and 21. Slough in SEN Sec. 21. 

T. 12 N., R. 75 W. 
Stream in Native allotments F-16337-A, F-14515, and F-15734, in Secs. 29, 30, 
31, and 32. 



! 
I" T. 9 N., R. 76 W .  

Stream heading in Nunavakpak Lake in Sec . 28. T. 9 N., R. 76 W. , SM, and 
emptying into Johnson River tributary in Sec. 22. T. 10 N., R. 75 W., SM. 

i 
Lake and its outlet in MI%SEY of Native allotment F-17534 in Sec. 21. Stream 
with mouths in Secs. 21 and 28 in Native allotments F-14561 and F-18258. 

1 

I 
! Ti 10 N . ,  R. 76 W. 

i Stream emptying into lohnson-River tributary in Sec. 22. T. 10 N., R .  75 W . ,  

j 
SM and heading in Nunavakpak Lake in Sec. 28, T. 9 N . ,  R. 76 W . ,  SM, and its 

I interconnecting slough in Sec. 25. Slough in Native allotment AA-18257 in 
Secs. 4 and 5 (mouth in Kyigyalik Lake in Sec. 6, T. 10 N., R .  75 W., SM). 

'f. 11 N., R. 76 W. 
Stream from Takslesluk Lake (mouth in Sec. 17), in Secs. 17, 18, and 19. 

T. 12 N., R. 76 W. 
None. 

TDS. 9, 10, and 11 N.. R. 77 W. 
None. 

T. 1 1 N . .  R. 78 W. 
Stream in Secs. 5 and 8 (mouth in Sec. 8). Stream from Takslesluk Lake in 
Sec. 1, to its mouth in Sec. 5, in Secs. 1-5. Stream in Secs. 6 and 7 (mouth 
in Sec. 7). 

T. 12 N., R. 78 1. 
Takslesluk Lake influent in Sec. 25. Stream in Secs. 28, 29, 32, and 33 
(muth in Puk Palik Lake in Sec. 8, T. 11 N.. R. 78 W., SMJ. Stream in 
Sec. 31 (mouth in Sec. 6, T. 11 N., R. 78 W., SM). 

T .  12 N.. A .  79 1. 
Stream in Native allotment F-14387-8 in Secs. 25 and 36 (mouth in Sec. 6, 
T. 11 N., R. 78 W., SM). 
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Memorandum 

Russian Mi ssion-GS-FY '89-#:,7dC;j 
F-14871-EE (75.4) , )A 

,,2'-14888-EE (75.4) .,fi, b-' 
F-14949-EE (75.4) p,' 
AA-12877 (2620) 
AA-12891 (2620) 
(961) 

To : Deputy State Director for Cadastral Survey (923) 

From: Deputy State Director for Conveyance Management (960) 

Subject: Navigable Waters in Group Survey 254 (Window 1834) 

This memorandum identifies navigable water bodies below a certain size on 
lands in Window 1834 (Kalskag and Lower Kalskag) which are selected (but not 
conveyed) under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) , the Statehood 
Act, or the Native Allotment Act, and not reserved or withdrawn at the time 
Alaska entered the Union. It also identifies navigable waters excluded from 
conveyances (TA'd & IC'd) under ANCSA and the Statehood Act. No 
determinations are made for water bodies in the Yukon Delta National Wildlife 
Refuge except where they are located in or along claims, or for water bodies 
along Native allotments in interim-conveyed areas. Also, only those cemetery 
and historic sites that the BIA has examined in the field are reviewed. 

Table 1 lists rivers, streams and sloughs less than three chains wide and 
lakes less than fifty acres in size excluded in ICs and TAs. Those water 
bodies determined navigable on selected lands on the basis of 
photo-interpretation are identified in Table 2. Navigable waters in or along 
Native allotments identified through aerial photo-interpretation are listed in 
Table 3. Table 4 lists the navigable water bodies by township. 

Streams 198 feet or more in width are not listed in the report because, 
regardless of their navigability status, they are segregated on the survey 
plats. The same is true for lakes over fifty acres or more. Most of these 
meanderable water bodies are listed below: 

1. Kuskokwim River. 

2 .  Slough of the Kuskokwim River extending from Sec. 20, T. 17 N., 
R. 59 W., SM, to Sec. 11, T. 16 N., R. 62 W., SM. 



3. Slough in Secs. 19, 20, and 29, T. 17 N., R. 60 W. , SM and 
Secs. 24 and 25, T. 17 N., R. 61 W., SM. 

4. Slough of the Kuskokwim from Sec. 22 to Sec. 34, T. 17 N., 
R. 60 W., SM. 

5. Slough in Secs. 15, 16, 20-26, 29-32, T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM. 

6. Slough in Secs. 4-6, 18, 19, 31 and 32, T. 15 N., R. 63 W., SM, 
and Secs. 1, 12, 13, 24, 25, and 36, T. 15 N., R. 64 W., SM. 

7. Discovery Creek in Sec. 36, T. 17 N., R. 60 W., SM. 

8. Arhymot Lake. 

9. Lake in Sec. 22, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM. 

10. Israthorak Creek from Kuskokwim River in Sec. 11, T. 14 N., 
R. 64 W., SM, to the slough entering from the east in Sec. 35, 
T. 15 N., R. 64 W., SM. 

11. Gweek River in S1/2SW1/4, Sec. 31, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM. 

Water bodies determined navigable in the past, including most of those listed 
above because of their size, are marked on USGS maps which accompanied interim 
conveyances. Navigable water bodies were shaded and/or marked with "N's", 
with lines drawn marking linear courses. A set of these navigability maps is 
attached for reference. Determinations made under the Gulkana River standard 
for selected lands are not on these maps, a1 though some of the maps do include 
shading on selected lands. For selected lands, the primary reference must be 
this memorandum, not the maps. For example, on the Russian Mission B-4 
navigability map Gweek River is marked navigable on ANCSA-selected lands in 
Secs. 30 and 31, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM, but i t  is now considered 
non-navigable. The Gweek is essentially dry in photographs. (CIR, roll 7, 
frames 259 and 260). Interviews conducted by Dot Tideman of the Navigability 
Section in March, 1989, elicited no specific evidence of use of the Gweek in 
T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM, although there are claims of going "all the way up" by 
using short portages. [See Dorothy A. Tideman to File, March 14, 1989, in 
file F-14823 (75.4).] 

The B L M ' s  navigability determination criteria are described in a memorandum of 
March 16, 1976, from the Associate Solicitor, Division of Energy and 
Resources, to the Director, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), subject "Title to 
submerged lands for purposes of administering ANCSA"; the Alaska Native Claims 
Appeal Board's (ANCAB) decision of December 14, 1979, on the navigability of 
the Nation and Kandik rivers (RLS 76-2); the Regional Solicitor's February 25, 
1980, interpretation of the ANCAB decision; and dicta in the United States 
District Court's decision (A80-359) of April 16, 1987, on the navigability of 
the Gulkana River. In general, the BLM considers nontidal water bodies 
navigable if, at the time Alaska became a state, they were navigable for 
crafts larger than a one-person kayak. 



Information about the land status, history and physical character of water 
bodies in the report area comes primarily from the USGS Russian Mission B-3 
(1952) ,  8-4 (1954, minor revision 1972) ,  8-5 (1954) .  C-3 (1952, minor revision 
1984 ) ,  C-4 (1954,  minor revision 1972) and C-5 (1952) quadrangles; NASA aerial 
photographs, roll 2913, frames 6771-6782 (1980) ;  roll 2616, frames 4560-4562 
(1978);  roll 2911, frames 6383-6388 6458-6461, and 6463 (1980) ; roll 2911, 
frames 6383-6388 (1980 ) ;  roll 7 ,  frames 260-266 (1980);  BLM's Master Title 
Plats, survey plats. Alaska Automated Lands and Minerals Records System 
(AALMRS) , ANCSA easement files , and prior determination memoranda; C. Michael 
Brown's "Alaska's Kuskokwim River Region: A History" (BLM, unpublished 
manuscript, 1985 ) .  In addition, Edgar A. Earnhart of the Navigability Section 
contacted the following people: 

Wassillie Kameroff June 1 4 ,  23 
July 2 7 ,  1988 

Krim Evan 

Evan Savage 

Phone Number and 
Background 

471-2228, Kuskokwim Corp. 
board member 

June 14 ,  1988 471-2228, resident of 
Lower Kalskag 

June 2 3 ,  1988 471-2228, resident of 
Lower Kalskag 

George Morgan, Jr . July 2 7 ,  1988 471-2315, Upper Kalskag 
village and city official 

Dennis Strom 

Iftikim Evan 

Mary K. Evan 

Alexander Levi 

August 1 ,  1988 543-3151, A manager of 
April 3 ,  1989 Yukon Delta National 

Wildlife Refuge 

March 2 3 ,  1989 471-2270, Native allottee 
in Lower Kalskag 

March 23 ,  1989 471-2265, widow of Native 
allottee, Lower Kalskag 

March 2 4 ,  1989 471-2279, Native allottee, 
Lower Kalskag 

Jim Wickes, a manager for the Kuskokwim Corporation, Sarah Wise of Lower 
Kalskag, and Joe Dementle, Sr., were also contacted but furnished no 
substantive information. For a complete record of the interviews and 
contacts, see Edgar A .  Earnhart to File, August 4 ,  1988, March 2 8 ,  1989, 
and Apri 1 4 ,  1989, F-14871-EE ( 7 5 . 4 ) .  

Johnson River 

This river is well over one hundred miles long. Single-lined on the USGS 
Russian Mission C-5 quadrangle, the Johnson River meanders south from an 
unnamed lake, sometimes known as "Grassy Lake," south of Kulik Lake in 
Sec. 14 ,  T. 18 N., R. 63 W., SM. It  is joined by Crooked Creek in 
Sec. 2 2 ,  T. 17 N., R .  63  W., SM. 



The Johnson is on land selected by Upper Kalskag village in Secs. 14, 15, 
and 22, T. 17 N., R. 63 W., SM. The BLM identified the river as 
navigable above Crooked Creek on the water maps which accompanied 
IC 749. The river was excluded from the survey of T. 17 N., R. 63 W., 
SM. Hydrography for this township was based on USGS maps. 

The Johnson is one of the portage routes between the Yukon and Kuskokwim 
rivers. Though tending to be difficult to boat, and sometimes containing 
beaver dams, local residents have used the river for transportation and 
subsistence. When interviewed in June, 1988, Wassillie Kameroff and Evan 
Savage of Lower Kalskag told Earnhart that the upper part of the stream 
has been blocked and a tributary which exits an unnamed lake in Sec. 4, 
T. 17 N., R. 63 W., SM, is the route used in recent years. 

Brown suggested that below Crooked Creek the Johnson River may have been 
used for boat travel to the Kuskokwim fifteen miles below Bethel. He 
found little evidence to support such a conclusion. (Brown, pp. 457-458, 
532-533. ) 

Below the mouth of Crooked Creek, the Johnson appears to be open and less 
sinuous than Crooked Creek. Upstream, it  is more crooked than Crooked 
Creek. The river appears in the BLM's high altitude photographs to be a 
very narrow stream where i t  leaves the unnamed lake south of Kulik Lake. 
It gradually widens to about fifteen feet in Sec. 10, T. 17 N., R. 63 W., 
SM. Below the mouth of Crooked Creek, it  makes many turns for the first 
mile, but it  has a clear channel twelve to fifteen feet wide. (CIR, roll 
2911, frames 6457-6458; CIR, roll 2913, frames 6770-6771.) In helicopter 
and ground photographs taken June 15 and June 23, 1975, the Johnson 
appears to be twenty to thirty feet wide and free of obstructions. (See 
Native allotment f i les F-16534 and F-16347. ) 

I determine Johnson River navigable through selected lands in T. 17 N., 
R. 63 W., SM. The determination of 1982 that i t  is navigable above 
Crooked Creek is affirmed. The stream is found navigable downstream of 
the mouth of Crooked Creek on the basis of photographs. Its character is 
similar but less sinuous than the two streams are above that point. 
Current residents of Lower Kalskag report i t  has been boated both above 
and below the mouth of Crooked Creek. 

Throat Creek 

On the USGS Russian Mission 8-4 and 6-5 maps, this unnamed stream flows 
from the stream draining Whitefish Lake in Sec. 1, T. 15 N., R. 61 W., 
westerly to the Kuskokwim River in Sec. 16, T. 15 N., R. 63 W., SM. It 
is double-lined into Sec. 11, T. 15 N., R. 63 W., and has further 
double-lined segments to Sec. 4, T. 16 N. , R. 62 W., SM. Most of the 
stream is single-lined. The gradient is low. The stream courses through 
and around numerous small lakes through increasingly wooded land as i t  
approaches the Kuskokwim. 

On August 25, 1982, the BLM determined the creek navigable in Secs. 9 and 
16, T. 15 N., R. 63 W . ,  SM, and excluded i t  from IC 745 on the basis that 
i t  was used by local villagers with fourteen- to thirty-foot boats. The 



streambed was conveyed upstream by IC 745 in Tps. 15 and 16 N., A. 61 W. 
and in T. 16 N., R .  62 W., SM. Sections 10-12, 14 and 15, T. 15 N., 
R. 63 W., SM, were TA'd to the State of Alaska on August 5 ,  1987, with a 
determination of navigability deferred until patent. The stream remains 
selected by the village of Lower Kalskag in Secs. 3 and 4 ,  T .  15 N., 
R. 62 W., SM. (See Robert 0.  Arnold to Chief, Division of ANCSA and 
State Conveyances, August 25,  1982, and IC 745, September 30, 1983, 
F-14888; and Brown, p. 492) 

In NASA photographs of July 1980 (CIR 60 ,  roll 2911, frames 6383 through 
6386),  apparently taken at a time of low water, the stream is about sixty 
to one hundred feet wide for the first mile and one-half, and varies from 
about twelve to twenty-five feet wide for the next approximately ten 
miles. Upstream from Sec. 34, T. 16 N . ,  R. 62 W., SM, the creek is 
narrower, often nearly obscured by brush, and sometimes filled with 
vegetation. It is a thin thread near its upper end, barely visible near 
the northeast corner of Native allotment F-17226-C in Sec. 1 ,  T. 16 N . ,  
R. 61 W . ,  SM. It is dry for one-half mile near the Whitefish Lake 
effluent . 
George Morgan, Jr., of Lower Kalskag told Earnhart in 1988 that the 
twenty-five- to thirty-foot-wide stream is boatable each spring and 
during rainy periods to a portage in Sec. 1 ,  T. 15 N . ,  R. 61 W . ,  SM. He 
apparently was not aware of the Native allotments which might have served 
as reference points, and only described the portage as short. 

I determine the locally named Throat Creek navigable in Secs. 10,  1 1 ,  12,  
14 and 15,  T. 15 N . ,  R. 63 W., SM, and in Secs. 3 and 4 ,  T .  15 N . ,  
R .  62 W . ,  SM. From the aerial photos, we know that i t  is wide enough for 
small boats to and beyond the selected lands. Streams in this area tend 
to be deep. In fact, George Morgan, Jr., said that the creek can be 
boated each year to its headwaters near the Whitefish Lake out let. 

Pikmiktalik River 

The Pikmiktalik, 180 miles long, is a meandering tributary of the Iohnson 
River which heads in a small lake about six miles south of Kukaklik Lake 
near Mud Creek. The USGS Russian Mission 8-5 and C-5 quadrangles show 
that i t  is partly double-lined through the selection area. Like other 
streams in the area, the Pikmiktalik's gradient is flat. NASA 
photographs taken in July, 1980 (CIR, roll 2911, frames 6457, 6458 and 
64591, show i t  to vary from about sixty to two hundred feet wide for most 
of its course in the group survey area. It is narrow and discontinuous 
in the stretches single-lined on the USGS Russian Mission C-5 and D-5 
quadrangles. The single-lined stream connecting the Pikmiktalik and 
Crooked Creek in Secs. 28 and 29, T .  17 N . ,  R. 62 W., SM, appears to be 
dry. 

The Pikmiktalik is located in four townships in the report area. It  
crosses ANCSA-selected lands in Secs. 29 and 32,  T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM, 
Secs. 5 and 6 ,  T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM, and in Secs. 26,  27 and 34,  



T. 16 N., R. 64 W., SM. The BLM determined the river non-navigable in 
Sec. 28, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM (its extreme upper end) in 1982 and 
conveyed the bed to Upper Kalskag vi 1 lage by IC 749. The Bureau also 
conveyed the bed in Sec. 4, T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM, following the same 
determination of nonnavigability. (See Robert D. Arnold to Chief, 
Division of ANCSA and State Conveyances, August 25, 1982, and ICs 745 and 
749, September 30, 1983, F-14888.) 

There is little documentary evidence of use of the Pikmiktalik by boats. 
Brown found no written record of use of this river in the vicinity of the 
Kalskags and Tuluksak. The record indicates the stream was part of the 
Yukon-Kuskokwim portage routes, but all references are to stretches of 
the river many miles downstream from the group survey area. Native 
allotment case files indicate that two residents of Lower Kalskag with 
parcels along the river may have accessed their parcels by boat as early 
as the 1960's. Mezak Kameroff's allotment (F-16536-D) is in Sec. 35, 
T. 17 N., R. 63 W., SM, and Mary K. Evan's is in Sec. 32, T. 17 N., 
R. 63 W., SM, (F-16346, Parcel D) along the upper river. Both allottees 
use their land for berry picking; Kameroff fishes, hunts, and traps as 
well. The difficulties of overIand travel in this area suggest that 
water transportation was the only practical means of reaching the 
allotments for most of these uses, but their locations do not indicate 
what routes are used. The photographs taken by the BLM field examiner on 
June 20 and 22, 1975, show wide, lake-like bodies of water. 

Wassillie Kameroff and Evan George told Earnhart in 1988 that most people 
access their spring camps via Mud Slough, the old portage, and Johnson 
River. Dennis Strom of the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge office 
in Bethel believes the Pikmiktalik is boatable to its headwaters in 
spring and fall. 

I determine the Pikmiktalik River non-navigable through Secs. 29 and 32, 
T. 17N., R. 62W., Secs. 5 a n d 6 ,  T. 16N., R. 63W., andsecs. 26, 27, 
and 34, T. 16 N., R. 64 W., SM. It  is a slight, discontinuous stream on 
BLM's aerial photographs. There is no historical record of use in the 
report area and queries of local people elicited no evidence of use. Two 
Native allotments, one straddling and one near the partially dry bed of 
the river, are likely not accessed by this stream. The people Strom 
observed from the air at various locations in the area likely came by 
routes other than the Pikmiktalik. Kameroff and Savage do not believe it 
is boatable by any of the crafts used in the area. 

Israthorak Creek 

Israthorak Creek is a ninety-mile-long branch of the Kuskokwim which 
joins the Pikmiktalik River for part of its course. It beads in the 
Kuskokwim in Sec. 11, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM, meandering north, and then 
west, first through selected lands and then through unselected lands in 
the survey window. It is double-lined on the USGS Russian Mission 0-5 
(1954) quadrangle for its first four or .five miles, and mostly 
single-lined through the rest of the Lower Kalskag village selection 
area. In photographs of July, 1980 (CIR 60, roll 7, frames 259-261), the 



Israthorak is over three hundred feet wide where it  leaves the 
Kuskokwim. I t  narrows to eighty to one hundred feet north of the branch 
in Sec. 3 5 ,  T. 15 N., R. 64 W., SM. Becoming more narrow, the lsrathorak 
appears to be dry in Secs. 1 4 ,  15 and 2 3 ,  T .  15 N . ,  R .  64  W ,  SM. A short 
branch which heads in Sec. 1 1 ,  T. 15 N . ,  R. 64 W . ,  SM, and meets the 
lsrathorak in Sec. 35 of the township also appears in the photographs to 
he dry. 

The BLM determined navigable the branch of Israthorak Creek extending 
from the unnamed slough of the Kuskokwim in SH Sec. 3 1 ,  T. 15 N., 
R. 63 W., to its confluence with Israthorak Creek in Sec. 3 5 ,  T. 15 N., 
R. 63 W., SM, as well as the Israthorak from this branch to the 
Kuskokwim. It later excluded the bed of the former in Sec. 3 1 ,  T. 15 N, 
R .  63 W., SM, and Sec. 3 6 ,  T. 15 N., R. 64 W., SM, from a conveyance of 
land to Lower Kalskag. The branch remains selected in Secs. 1 and 2 ,  
T. 14 N., R. 64 W. SM, and in Sec. 3 5 ,  T. 15 N . ,  R. 64 W., SM. (Brown, 
pp. 493-494 and IC 745, September 3 0 ,  1983, F-14888.) 

In 1988 Kalskag residents Wassillie Kameroff and Evan Savage told 
Earnhart that the Israthorak could not be boated by any craft for more 
than about two miles beyond where the slough enters in Sec. 3 5 ,  T. 15 N., 
R. 64 W., SM. They also noted that the slough from the east, though 
determined navigable and excluded from IC 745 in Sec. 31,  T. 15 N., 
R. 63 W., SM, and in Sec. 3 6 ,  T. 15 N., R. 64 W., SM, is dry or nearly so 
for about a mile on its east end and in Sec. 1 ,  T. 14 N., R .  64 W., SM. 

I affirm the BLM's past determinations that Israthorak Creek is navigable 
from the Kuskokwim to the confluence of the unnamed slough of the 
Kuskokwim in Sec. 3 5 ,  T. 15 N., R. 63 W., SM. I further determine the 
creek navigable to the tributary in Sec. 2 6 ,  T. 15 N , .  R. 64 W., SM. The 
stream is over one hundred feet wide most of the way to this point. Two 
local people identified this as the approximate upper limit for boating. 

Slou~h with mouth in SE1h Sec. 2 5 ,  T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM. 

The USGS Russian Mission B-4 quadrangle shows this slough as 
interconnecting with the Kuskokwim in Sec. 3 0 ,  T. 16 N . ,  R. 62 W., and 
Sec. 2 5 ,  T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM. The slough was conveyed by IC 745 ,  
excepting those portions in Native allotments F-16535 Parcel B in 
Sec. 2 5 ,  T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM, and F-17384 Parcel B in Sec. 3 0 ,  
T. 16 N., R. 62 W., SM. The Native allotments straddle the head and 
mouth of the slough. Double-lined on the USGS map for most of its three 
and one-half mile length, i t  is single-lined through the Native 
allotments. In NASA photographs i t  is about two hundred to three hundred 
feet wide, dry at the upper end, and about fifteen feet wide at its mouth 
in Sec. 2 5 .  Judging from the color of the water in the photographs, the 
waters of the Kuskokwim back up in the slough nearly to its head (CIR 6 0 ,  
roll 2911,  frame 6385 ,  July, 1980) .  

Evan Savage and Wassillie Kameroff of Lower Kalskag told Ed Earnhart that 
duck and muskrat hunters take sixteen-foot boats up this slough and 
portage to nearby lakes. Savage said that he has boated the slough. 
George Morgan, Jr., said that he and about ten other people also ascend 
the slough. 



I determine this slough navigable in Native allotment F-16535 Parcel B 
located in Sec. 25, T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM. I t  is about fifteen feet 
wide. I t  is unobstructed and obviously deep enough for shallow crafts. 
The slough is used by people to reach portages to the lakes east of it. 

Boms Creek 

Bogus Creek originates in lowlands on the northwest side of an extension 
of the Kilbuck Mountains, a few miles southwest of Whitefish Lake. It 
meanders fifty miles to the Kuskokwim near Tuluksak. The creek is 
double-lined from the Kuskokwim to and through Sec. 29, T. 14 N., 
R .  61 W., SM. (See Russian Mission A-4, A-5, and B-4, and 8-5 
quadrangles.) Four Native allotments are located on tributary streams 
above this point. Allotments F-15679, F-15680, F-16348, F-173034, and 
F-16534-D are located on what appears to be the upper part of Bogus Creek 
coming out of the mountains to the southeast. The BLM's high altitude 
photographs show that allotment F-16534 D in Sec. 32, T. 14 N., R. 61 W., 
SM, is on Bogus Creek proper, rather than a tributary as depicted on the 
USGS maps. Here the creek is on a stream about fifteen feet wide. It is 
free of any obstructions. The other four allotments appear to be on 
smaller, discontinuous tributaries of Bogus Creek ( C I R  60, roll 7, frames 
265 and 266, July, 1980). 

Two allottees and the widow of one allottee were contacted. They 
confirmed the impression from the land reports in the allotment case 
files that the allotments are accessed by snowmachine for trapping. They 
are not used in summer. None believed the cluster of allotments in the 
northeast section of T. 14 N., R .  61 W., SM., were accessible by water. 
However, I f  tikim Evan thought that El ia Evan (deceased) may have got ten 
to his allotment in Sec. 32, T. 14 S., R. 61 W . ,  SM, by boating up Bogus 
Creek and using a canoe for the last mile or so. Mary K. Evan, Elia's 
widow, did not believe her husband traveled to the allotment in the 
summer, but she did not know how he originally located it. Dennis Strom 
said that he has no doubt that Bogus Creek is boatable to and through 
Elia Evan's Native allotment. He said i t  is a deep tundra stream. 

Alexander Levi whose allotment (F-16348) is in Sec. 15, T. 14 N., 
R. 61 W., SM, said that trails are used to reach the allotments, which 
are used in beaver trapping and muskrat hunting. Levi did not believe 
anyone had ever gone to the allotments by boat, including Elia Evan. 

I determine Bogus Creek navigable in F-16534 Parcel D located in Sec. 32, 
T. 14 N., R .  61 W., SM. The stream as shown in NASA high altitude 
photographs is about fifteen feet wide and free of obstacles at this 
point and downstream. Iftikim Evan of Lower Kalskag and Dennis Strom, a 
manager of the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge, who both know the 
area we1 1 ,  are convinced it  can be boated to and through the Native 
allotment. Alexander Levi apparently lacks firsthand experience with the 
river downstream of his allotment during the open season. 



Miscellaneous Navigable Water Bodies 

I determine those water bodies listed in Tables 2 and 3 navigable. The 
sloughs and streams have little or no gradient and fill during spring 
breakup and rainy seasons. They are considered navigable if a clear 
channel is evident in NASA aerial photographs (scale 1:60,000). They are 
obviously susceptible to use by boaters, at least by canoe or airboat, 
during periods of high water. 

Other Water Bodies 

All other water bodies less than the meanderable size are non-navigable. 
The lakes are partially landlocked. The streams are too shallow, narrow, 
and/or filled with beaver dams or brush. 

Enclosures: 
Tables 
Maps 
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Table 1 

Rivers, Streams, and Sloughs Less Than Three Chains Wide 
and Lakes Less Than Fifty Acres Excluded from 

ICs and TAs in Survey Window 1834 (Kalskag and Lower Kalskag) 

1. Branch of Kuskokwim River double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-4 in 
Sec. 22, T. 17 N., R. 60 W., SM. (IC 749) 

2. Whitefish Lake effluent in Secs. 16, 20, 21, 24 and 36, T. 16 N., 
R. 61 W., SM, and Sec. 1, T. 15 N., R. 61 W., SM. (Russian Mission 8-4) 
(IC 745) 

3. Mud Creek to the NE4NE4, Sec. 26, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM, or portion 
double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-4 and C-5. (IC 745) 

4. Crooked Creek in T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM. (Russian Mission C-4, C-5) 
(IC 749) 

5. Two lakes in NW4 Sec. 26, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM, shown on USGS Russian 
Mission C-4. (IC 749) 

6. Slough in Secs. 17-19, T. 16 N., R. 62 W., SM, and the two southeastern 
double-lined sloughs which meet the Kuskokwim in Secs. 20 and 30 of the 
township. (Russian Mission B-4)(IC 745) 

7. Tributary of Israthorak Creek, single-lined on USGS Russian Mission 8-5, 
in Sec. 31, T. 15 N., R. 63 W., SM. (IC 745)(This creek disappears in 
vegetation on aerial photos.) 

8 .  Slough double-lined on USGS Russian Mission B-4 and B-5 in Secs. 23 and 
24, T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM. (IC 745) 

9.  Slough double- and single-lined on USGS Russian Mission B-4 in 
Secs. 23-25, T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM. (IC 745) 

10. Double-lined, dead-end slough in Sec. 23, T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM. (Russian 
Mission B-4)(IC 745) 

11. Dead-end slough of the Kuskokwim River where double-lined on USGS Russian 
Mission B-5 in Sec. 3, T. 15 N., R. 63 W., SM, and Secs. 26, 27 and 34, 
T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM. (IC 745) 

12. Dead-end slough of the Kuskokwim in Sec. 3, T. 15 N., R. 63 W., SM, and 
Secs. 33 and 34, T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM where double-lined on USGS Russian 
Mission 8-5. (IC 745) 

13. Stream (local name Throat Creek) through Secs. 9 and 16, T. 15 N., 
R. 63 W., SM. (Russian Mission 0-5)(IC 745) 



14. Sloughs of the Kuskokwim River in Secs. 19, 20 and 30, T. 14 N., R. 63 W., 
SM, and Secs. 22, 26, 27, 34, and 35, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM. (Russian 
Mission B-5)(IC 745) 

15. Single-lined slough of the Kuskokwim River in Secs. 20, 21 and 29, 
T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM. (Russian Mission B-4)(IC 512) 

16. Single-lined slough of the Kuskokwim River in the lower half of Secs. 32 
and 33, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM, and its northerly mouth. (Russian Mission 
B-4)(IC 542) 

17. All portions of lake double-lined on USGS map in Secs. 8, 9, 16, and 17, 
T. 16 N., R. 62 W., SM. (Russian Mission C-4) (IC 745) 

18. Two small, elongated lakes in SE4SE4, Sec. 8, T. 16 N., R. 62 W., SM. 
(IC 745) 



Navigable Waters on Selected Lands in Survey Window 1834 
(Kalskag and Lower Kalskag) Identified by 

Aerial Photo-Interpretation 

1. Dead-end slough of Kuskokwim in Sec. 1, T. 16 N., R. 61 W., SM. (Russian 
Mission C-3, C-4) (CIR, roll 2911, frames 6460 and 6461, July 1980) 

2. Interconnecting slough of the Kuskokwim River from the mouth of Israthorak 
Creek in Sec. 11, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM, through Secs. 8, 9, 10, 17, 
T. 14 N . ,  R. 64 W., SM. (Russian Mission B-5) (CIR, roll 7, frames 259 
and 260, July, 1980) 

3. Slough in N2 Sec. 25, T. 17 N., R. 60 W., SM. (Russian Mission C-4) (CIR 
roll 2913, frame 6775, July, 1980) 

4. Slough in Secs. 27 and 34, T. 17 N., R. 60 W., SM. (Russian Mission C-3 
and C-4) (CIR, roll 2911, frame 6461, July, 1980) 

5. Slough in S1/2 Sec. 25, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM. (Russian Mission B-5) 
(CIR, roll 7, frames 260 and 261, July, 1980)) 

6 .  Part of Israthorak Creek tributary double-lined on USCS map in 
Sec. 35, T. 15 N . ,  R. 64 W., SM. (Russian Mission B-5) (CIR, roll 7, 
frame 260, July, 1980) 



Table 3 
Navigable Waters in Native Allotments 

1. Bogus Creek through Native allotment F-16534 Parcel D, Sec. 32, T. 14 N., 
R. 61 W., SM (CIR, roll 7, frame 265, July, 1980) 

2 .  Stream feeding into Arhymot Lake (mouth in Sec. lo), two left bank 
tributaries in Secs. 34 and 35, T. 19 N., R. 61 W., SM, and Sec. 2, 
T. 18 N., R. 61 W., SM, within F-17385 Parcel A .  (CIR, roll 2913, frames 
6779 and 6780, July, 1980) 

3. Slough in F-16535 Parcel B in SE1/4 Sec. 25, T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM. 
(CIR, roll 2911, frames 6385 and 6386, July, 1980) 

4. Slough through Native allotment F-17226 Parcel A ,  Sec. 3, T. 15 N., 
R. 63 W., SM, and Sec. 34, T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM. (CIR, roll 2911, frame 
6386, July, 1980) 

5. Two sloughs entering the Kuskokwim River in Native allotment F-17371, 
Sec. 29, T. 14 N., R. 64 W., SM. (CIR, roll 7, frame 250, July, 1980) 



Table 4 

Navigable Rivers and Streams Less Than 198 Feet Wide 
and Lakes Less Than 50 Acres in Size in Survey Window 1834 

(Kalskag and Lower Kalskag) 

Seward Meridian 

T. 17 N., R. 60 W. 
Branch of Kuskokwim River slough in Secs. 22, 27, and 34; slough of Kuskokwim 
in Secs. 24 and 25; interconnecting slough of the Kuskokwim in Secs. 19, 20 
and 29; double-lined portion of slough in SE4 Sec. 29. (Russian Mission C-3, 
C-4) 

TPS. 18 and 19 N., R. 60 W. 
None. 

T. 14 N., R. 61 W. 
Bogus Creek in Native allotment F-165344, in Sec. 32 (Russian Mission 8-4) 

T. 15 N., R. 61 W. 
Whitefish Lake effluent in Sec. 1. (Russian Mission B-4) 

T. 16 N., R. 61 W. 
Dead-end slough in Sec. 1; Whitefish Lake effluent in Secs. 16, 20, 21, 24, 
25-28, and 36 (8/25/82). (Russian Mission B-4) 

T. 17 N., R. 61 W. 
Interconnecting slough of the Kuskokwim in Secs. 24 and 25. (Russian Mission 
C-4 ) 

T. 18 N., R. 61 W., 
Stream emptying into Arhymot Lake and its left bank tributary in Native 
allotment F-17385-A in Sec. 2. (Russian Mission C-4) 

T. 19 N., R. 61 W., 
Stream emptying into Arhymot Lake and its left bank tributary in Native 
allotment F-17385-A in Secs. 34 and 35. (Russian Mission C-4) 

T. 14 N., R. 62 W. 
None. 

T. 15 N., R. 62 W. 
Throat Creek in Secs. 3 and 4. (Russian Mission 8-41 

T. 16 N., R. 62 W. 
Mud Creek; double-lined portions of lake in Secs. 8, 9, 16, and 17; slough in 
Sec. 17-19 and its two left bank double-lined branches in Sec. 19: and two 
small, elongated lakes in SE4SE4 Sec. 8. (Russian Mission B-4, B-5, C-4, C-5) 



T. 17 N., R. 62 W. 
Mud Creek to the NE4NE4 Sec. 26: two portage lakes in NW4 Sec. 26; Crooked - 
Creek. (RussianMission C-4, C-5) 

T. 18 N., R. 62 W. 
None. 

T. 14 N., R. 63 W. 
Slough in Secs. 19, 20, and 30. 

T 15 N., R. 63 W. 
Throat Creek in Secs. 9-12, 14-16 (TA); Israthorak Creek tributary in Sec. 31; 
slough in Sec. 3, and in Secs. 26, 27, and 34, T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM, slough 
in Sec. 3 and in Secs. 33 and 34, T. 16 N., R. 63 W. (Russian Mission B-5) 

T. 16 N., R. 63 W. 
Mud Creek; slough in Secs. 23 and 24; Kuskokwim River slough in Native 
allotment F-16535 Parcel B, in SE4 Sec. 25; slough double-lined and 
single-lined in Secs. 23-25; double-lined dead-end slough in Sec. 23; slough 
in Secs. 26, 27, and 34, and in Sec. 3, T. 15 N., R. 63 W.; slough in Secs. 33 
and 34, and in Sec. 3, T. 15 N., R. 63 W. (Russian Mission B-4, 8-5, C-4, C-5) 

Johnson River in Secs. 14, 15 and 22; and Crooked Creek in Secs. 22 and 23. 
(Russian Mission C-5) 

T. 14 N., R. 64 W. 
Slough of Kuskokwim from its head in Sec. 21 through Secs. 20 and 29 to 
Kuskokwim in Sec. 29 (and in Native allotment F-17371); slough from mouth of 
Israthorak Creek to Kuskokwim River through Secs. 8, 9, 10 and 17, and Native 
allotment F-17371, in Sec. 29; slough through Secs. 1 and 2 (it enters 
Israthorak Creek from the east in Sec. 35, T. 15 N., R. 64 W.); sloughs in 
Secs. 22, 25, 26, 27, 34 and 35; single-lined slough in lower half of Secs. 32 
and 33, and its northerly mouth. (Russian Mission B-5) 

T. 15 N., R. 64 W. 
Israthorak Creek to tributary in Sec. 26; lsrathorak Creek tributary in 
Sec. 35 (portion double-lined on map only) and in Sec. 36. 
(Russian Mission 8-5) 

T. 16 N., R. 64 W. 
None. 

T. 15 N., R. 65 W. 
None. 



TAU- ' 
United States Department of the Interior - 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT -3 
ALASKA STATE O ~ C E  I I 
222 W. 71h Avenue. H13 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99513-7599 

Johnsvn River System 
Interim Summary Report 

F-14898-A (2651) I/ - 
(963) cmp 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RET&W RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
601 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, 'Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

An upcoming priority for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will be to issue 
a patent for the lands conveyed by interim conveyance to the vi 1 lage and the 
subsurface to the regional corpotations identified by survey. 

At the time the interim conveyance documents were issued, only the submerged 
land acreage of navigable water bodies was not charged against the village 
corporation's entitlement. However, on December 5. 1983, the Secretary of the 
Interior directed the ELM to adopt the policy of applying the Manual of Survey 
Instruction, 1973, which states all rivers 198 feet (3 survey chains, each 
chain being 66 feet long) wide or wider were to be excluded from the acreage 
charged against a corporation's entitlement . Lakes 50 acres in size or larger 
were also to be excluded. These waters are called meanderable waters. They 
are shown on the survey plats as streams having two sides. Streams less than 
198 feet wide are shown as a single line. The other waters excluded were 
waters that were determined to be navigable. The beds of navigable waters 



transferred to the State of Alaska when Alaska became a State. The 
corporation will own the beds of nonnavigable waters, but if they are 
meanderable (198 feet wide or wider for streams or 50 acres or larger for 
lakes) they are not charged as land acres. Any water body smaller than this 
that is nonnavigable is counted as land and is charged against the village 
corporation's entitlement. 

When the interim conveyance was issued, the criteria, or standard, used for 
saying that a water body was navigable was that' a propeller driven boat loaded 
with 1,000 pounds of cargo could travel on the stream. The State challenged 
this standard and, as of today, the court has overturned this rule. The 
standard used since February 1987, is what we refer to as the Culkana 
Criteria. This new criteria is based on a lawsuit related to the Culkana 
River and whether it  is navigable or not. 

The ELM has adopted the Culkana Criteria for use in the determination of 
naeigability. This standard is that i f  a canoe capable of hauling people or 
some cargo can travel on the stream, then the stream is navigable. Lakes must 
be tied to some other travel mode such as a stream or road and have been used 
for travel between points in the past or are capable of being used for travel 
in the future. 

The effect bn the vi 1 lage corporation is that the corporation may receive more 
land area when the Gulkana criteria is used. The BLM can issue the patent to 
the corporation in either of two ways. The ELM can use the old navigability 
criteria that was used in the interim conveyances, or, with the permission of 
the village and region, the ELM can update the navigability determination to 
reflect the Culkana criteria in the patent. If both the regional and village 
corporation choose to go with the Culkana criteria and if the Gulkana 
navigability decision is later overturned by the courts, the policy is the ELM 
wi 1 1  not seek reconveyance of any excess lands caused by later changes in the 
navigability criteria. 

Enclosed are forms to be used by the regional corporation to request that the 
Culkana criteria be applied. Kasigluk, Pitka's Point. Tuntutuliak, Lime 
Village, Alakanuk, and Kotlik have already agreed to have their lands reviewed 
under the Culkana Criteria; therefore, please review these lands first and 
return the enclosed form as soon as possible. Consent is required by both the 
regional and vi 1 lage corporations; however, if responses are different or no 
reply is received, the survey plats will continue to be processed with the 
original navigability determination used in the interim conveyance. 

If both the village and regional corporations decide to take the patent under 
the new criteria, and the response is received timely, that is, prior to 
platting of the survey for the village, the new navigability determination 
information will be incorporated onto the survey plats and patent will be 
issued without delaying the conveyance as scheduled in the patent plan. 

Sincerely, 

Ann johnson 
Chief Branch of Calista Adjudication 



Re: (upper) ~ a l s k a ~  
(963 

Approval to Modify Navigability Determination on IC'd Lands 

In order to allow survey plat preparation according to the BLM Manual of 
Surveying Instructions (1973) Sections 3-115 to 123; and to finally identify a 
legal description and acreage chargeability to be used in the patent document 
issued to Calista Corporation, the authorized office of said corporation 
hereby agrees on behalf of the corporation that: 

1 .  Said Corporation agrees to allow the Bureau of Land Management to make 
a new administrative determination of navigability on those lands 
conveyed under IC 750 for the purpose of determining the acreage 
chargeable toward land entitlement. 

2. Said corporation agrees that navigability determinations made as a 
result of this approval are intended to control over all prior 
determinations as to navigability. 

3 .  Said corporation understands that all streams three chains wide or 
wider and all lakes fifty acres in size or larger will be meandered 
regardless of navigability and the BLM is not required to determine 
the navigability of these larger water bodies. 

Date Signature of Corporate Official 

Title 

STATE OF ALASKA 1 
)SS. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT ) 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that on the day of , 19-. appeared 
before me who is known to me and who stated 
hershe is acting on behalf of and that hershe executed the 
foregoing pursuant to lawful authority for the purposes stated therein. 

Notary Public or Postmaster 
in and for the State of Alaska. 
My Commission Expires: 



JUN 2 1 1990 

The Kuskokwim Corporation 
429 D Street, Suite 307 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

Previously a letter was sent to the village corporation regarding the 
navigability criteria on the interim conveyed lands. Enclosed is a letter to 
the Calista Corporation requesting their response on the same subject. 

With the permission of both the village and regional corporations the BLM can 
update the navigability determinations to reflect the Gulkana criteria on 
interim conveyed lands. I f  responses are different or no reply is received, 
the survey plats will continue to be processed with the original navigability 
determination used in the interim conveyances. 

Please do not hesitate to contact this office if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

nn Johnson 
Chief, Branch of Calista Adjudication 

Enclosure: 



Ideqti,cal letter sent to: 

Pitka's Point Native Corporation 
via St. Mary's, Alaska 99658 

St. Mary's Native Corporation 
St. Mary's, Alaska 99658 

Nerklihmute Native Corporation 
via St. Mary's, Alaska 99658 

Pi lot Station, Incorporated 
Pilot Station, Alaska 99650 

Tuntutuliak Land Limited 
Tuntutuliak, Alaska 99680 

'The Kuskokwim Corporation 
429 D Street, Suite 307 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Lime Village Corporation 
via Mcdrath, Alaska 99627 

Quanir tuug Incorporated 
Qui~agak, Alaska 99655 

Kuitsarak, Inc. (Mumtrak) 
Coodnews Bay, Alaska 99589 

Arviq, Inc. 
Platinum, Alaska 99695 

Atmautluak, Limited 
Atmautluak, Alaska 99559 

Nunapi tchuk, Limited 
Nunapi tchuk, Alaska 99641 

Kasigluk, Inc. 
Kasigluk, Alaska 99609 

Akiachak, Limited 
Akiachak, Alaska 99551 

Kokarmuit Corporation 
Akiak, Alaska 99552 

Tulkisarmute, Inc. 
Tuluksak. Alaska 99579 

Bethel Native Corporation 
P.O. Box 719 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 



Kwethluk Incorporated 
Kwethluk, Alaska 99621 

Iqf i jouaq Company 
Eek, Alaska 99578 

Kwik Inc. 
Kwigillingok, Alaska 99622 

Qemirtalek Coast Corporation 
Kongiganak, Alaska 99695 

Emmonak Corporation 
Emmonak, Alaska 99581 

Swan Lake Corporation 
.Sheldons Point, Alaska 99666 
I .  

Alakanuk Native Corporation 
P.O. Box 89 
Alakanuk, Alaska 99554 

Kotlik h p i k  Corporation 
Kotlik, Alaska 99620 

Nunapiglluraq Corporation 
via Kot lik, Alaska 99620 

Kongnikilomuit Yuita Corporation 
P.O. Box 32185 
Mountain Village, Alaska 99632 

Chuloonawick Corporation 
3102 Dawson #A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Ohog Incorporated 
via Russian Mission, Alaska 99657 

Masercul ig Incorporated 
Marshall, Alaska 99585 

Kugkaktlik Limited 
Kipnuk, Alaska 99614 

CC : 
Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
601 West Fifth Avenue. Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 



JUL 1 6 1990 

Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
601 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

Not long ago we sent you letters concerning navigability determinations on 
lands already conveyed Since then, we have been asked by some corporations 
the following question: 

What happens if a water body, determined nonnavigable by BLM, is later 
declared navigable by the courts? 

The answer is that BLM will convey additional lands to the corporation to make 
up for any acreage lost. 

Please let us know if you have any other questions. 

Sincerely, 

Ann johnson 
Chief, Branch of Calista Adjudication 



Copy furnished to: 

Azachorak, Incorporated 
P.O. Box 213 
Mountain Vi 1 lage, Alaska 99632 

Pitka's Point Native Corporation 
via St. Mary's, Alaska 99658 

St. Mary's Native Corporation 
St. Mary's, Alaska 99658 

Nerklikmute Native Corporation 
via St. Mary's, Alaska 99658 

Pilot Station, Incorporated 
Pilot Station. Alaska 99650 

Tuntutuliak Land Limited 
Tuntutuliak, 'Alaska 99680 

The Kuskokwim Corporation 
429 D Street, Suite 307 
Anchorage. Alaska 99501 

Lime Vi 1 lage Corporation 
via McCrath, Alaska 99627 

Quanirtuug Incorporated 
Quinnagak, Alaska 99655 

Kui tsarak, Inc. (Mumtrak) 
Goodnews Bay, Alaska 99589 

Arviq. Inc. 
Platinum, Alaska 99695 

Atmautluak, Limited 
Atmaut luak, Alaska 99559 

Nunapitchuk. Limited 
Nunapi tchuk, Alaska 99641 

Kasigluk, Inc. 
Kasigluk, Alaska 99609 

Akiachak, Limited 
Akiachak, Alaska 99551 

Kokarmuit Corporation 
Akiak, Alaska 99552 

Tulkisarmute, Inc. 
Tuluksak, Alaska 99579 

Bethel Native Corporation 
P.O. Box 719 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 



Kwethluk Incorporated 
Kwethluk, Alaska 99621 

Iqf i jouaq Company 
Eek. Alaska 99578 

Kwik Inc. 
Kwigillingok, Alaska 99622 

Qernirtalek Coast Corporation 
Kongiganak, Alaska 99695 

Emmonak Corporation 
Emmonak, Alaska 99581 

Swan Lake Corporation 
Sheldons Point, Alaska 99666 

Alakanuk Native Corporation 
P.O. Box 89 
Alakanuk, Alaska 99554 

Kotlik Yupik Corporation 
Kotlik, Alaska 99620 

Nunapiglluraq Corporation 
via Kotlik, Alaska 99620 

Kongnikilomuit Yuita Corporation 
P.O. Box 32185 
Mountain Vi 1 lage, Alaska 99632 

Chuloonawick Corporation 
3102 Dawson #A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Ohog Incorporated 
via Russian Mission, Alaska 99657 

Maserculig Incorporated 
Marshall, Alaska 99585 

Russian Mission Native Corporation 
Russian Mission, Alaska 99657 

Kugkaktlik Limited 
Kipnuk, Alaska 99614 



601 W. 5th Avenue. Suite 200. Anchorage, Alaska 99501 -2225 1907) 279-5516 FACSIMILE (907) 272-5060 

Ms. Ann Johnson, Chief 
Branch of Calista Adjudication 
222 W. 7th Avenue, /I13 
Anchorage, AK 99513 

RE: Navigibility Redeterminations 

Seprember 21 ,  1990 

Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 46 

Dear Ann : 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that it is Calista Corporation's wish that no new 
navigibility redeterminations be made on previously conveyed lands within the Calista region. 

Surveys conducted throughout village corporations in regard to this matter indicate that the 
majority of Calista villages a re  opposed to the idea of navigibility redeterminations being 
conducted on lands conveyed to them under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. What 
control the village corporations have over their lands a re  more important than gaining 
additional upland acreage under the Gulkana River cri teria.  

Of course, he  village corporations and Calista reserve the right to receive our full ANCSA 
entitlements even if at a later date the navigibility of these water bodies a r e  challenged 
successfully by the State of Alaska. 

I t  is our understanding that before conducting a navigibility redetermination, on prior native 
corporation conveyances, BLM must have both the surface and subsurface owners concurrance . 
Wherever Calista has either surface o r  subsurface estates, we desire no navigibility 
redeterminartons using the "Cukana cri teria."  

W e  have heard from other regional corporations that the conveyance branches they w r k  with 
a t  BLM are  taking a different view on the navigibility redetermtnation issue. Apparently, 
some branches require both surface and subsurface estate owners to protest the navigibility 
redeterminations. I f  one o r  the other concurs with the redetermination they intend to conduct 
the new studies. I f  that becomes BLM policy for all conveyance branches including the 
Calista branch we would like a formal decision Issued to that affect  before it is applied to 
the Calista Reg~on. 

Should you have any questions regarding this correspondence o r  need additional information, 
please contact me a t  279-5516. Rank you. 

Sincerley, 

Mike Neimeyer 
Vice President 
Land & Natural Resources 

MN:lja 

C c  Calisra Village Corporations 



Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 47 

Nunapi tchuk, Limited 
Nunapitchuk, Alaska 99641 

DEC 0 3 1990 

Gentlemen: 

This office received an "Approval to Modify Navigability Determination on IC'd 
Lands" from your corporation requesting the use of the current criteria for 
navigability determination. 

Existing landowners must agree to corrections to title documents. In this 
case, both the regional corporation and village corporation must agree. If 
either corporation decides against or fails to request a navigability 
redetermination, BLM will meander only those nontidal water bodies less than 
the meanderable size that were determined navigable and excluded from the 
interim conveyance. The submerged lands wi 11 be segregated. 

On September 21, 1990, Calista Corporation notified BLM that i t  decided not to 
request these redeterminations. Therefore, BUI wi 1 1  not segregate the beds of 
navigable waters that may have been inadvertently conveyed to the corporations 
at the time of interim conveyance. 

Please do not hesitate to contact this office if you have any questions 
(271-5686). 

Sincerely, 

Charlotte M. Pickering 
Lead Land Law Examiner 
Branch of Calista Adjudication 



Copy furnished to: 

Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
601 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2225 

CC : 
Chief, Navigability Section (961) 

Cadastral (9208) 



The Kuskokwim Corporat ion 
429 D Street. Suite 307 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

This is in regards to an "Approval to Modify Navigability Determination on 
IC'd Lands" sent to your corporation requesting the use of the current 
criteria for navigability determination. 

Existing landowners must agree to corrections to title documents. In this 
case, both the regional corporation and village corporation must agree. I f  
either corporation decides against or fails to request a navigability 
redetermination. ELM will meander only those nontidal water bodies less than 
the meanderable size that were determined navigable and excluded from the 
interim conveyance. The submerged lands will be segregated. 

On September 21 .  1990. Calista Corporation notified ELM that i t  decided not to 
request these redeterminations. Therefore. BLM will not segregate the beds of 
navigable waters that may have been inadvertently conveyed to the corporation 
at the time of interim conveyance. 

Please do not hesitate to contact this office if you have any questions 
(271-5686). 

Sincerely. 

Charlotte M. Pickering 
Lead Land Law Examiner 
Branch of Calista Adiudication 



Copy Furnished to: 

Calista Corporation 
Altn: Land Department 
601 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2225 

CC : 
Chief. Navigability Section (961) 

Cadastral (9208) 



I Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 48 I 
MEMORANDUM 

I 1  
State of Alaska 

Department of Law 
Distribution List ,, August 27, 1992 

F,LE m: 

T L L m  269-5100 

- Quiet Title Actions-. 
/I/* v . , z z x  

r: n 
r.Cu Joanne Grace .., 3 0 - -.i - - - 

2 z; 5- - - , . ,  J n c  
-2 

Attached is a copy of the letter I sent today to Manuel ~ S a n ,  
Secretary of the Interior. I sent similar letters to the 
Secretaries of Agriculture and Defense. For the next six or eight 
weeks I vill be devoting almost all my time to vriting a brief for 
the P M  82 case, and I do not anticipate meeting until the brief is 
finished. At that point w e  should begin meeting regularly to 
refine a litigation strategy for March 1993, vhen 180 days vill 
have passed. 

t b u t '  ' ' &%i&%%, Navigability Supervisar. Division of Water 
john ~aker, m L ,  Arst A.G.. Natural Rasovrcer Section 
~ i c h  cannon, ADFLc, Fisheries Biologist 
~ i n a  cunning, MFIG. ANILCA Coordinator 

A s  ~z.~idge, ADNR. ~irector. Division of Water 
Christopher Estes, ADFLG, Sport Fish 
Jim Fall, ADFLG. Subsistence 
Jim Xansen. ADNR. Chief Petroleum Geophysicist, ~ i v .  oil and Gas 
Mitch Henning, ADNR, Field Operations, Division of Mining 
Cheri Jasobus, ADOL, Chief Assistant, Anchorage ~ttorney General's 
Office 

Rich Kornbrath. ADNR, Petroleum Geologist. Division of Oil a d  Gas 
Paui iarson, ADFLG. Depuxy Director of Fisheries 
Rob Nauheim, ADOL, Asst A.G., Natural Resources Section 
Dave Orr, ADNR, Chief -f Special Reports. Division of Water 
~ u d d  Peterson. MNR, Chief Field operation and ~emitfing, 

Division of Mining 
Dave Stephens. ADNR. Chief Operations 6 Planning section, 

~ivision of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
Kim Sundberg, MFLG, Habitat 
n on swanson, ADNR, Director, Division of Land 
RUSS watts, M N R .  Navigability Section. Division of water 

WALTERI KKEL GOVERNOR 

STATE UF ALASKA y m z s m m L ~ ~ ~  

DEPARTMENT OF LAW -: m ~ . s r m  F U :  m.II )IICYI  

~anuel Lujan, Jr., Secretary 
~ ~ p a r t m ~ n t  of the Interior 
1849 C Street W 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

near nr. Lujan: 

  ha state of ~laska intends to file real property quiet title 
actions as to the submerged lands described on the list attached as 
appendix A, and is providing you this notice pursuant to 28 O.S.C. 
S2409a(m). Title to tbese lands passed to Naska at statehood 
based on the equal footing doctrine, the Submerged Land Act of Hay 
22, 1953, P.L. 83-31, 67 Stat. 29. 13 Q.S.C. 551301 Lt LSP., and 
the ~ l a s k a  Statehood ~ c t  of July 7, 1958, P.L. 85-508, 72 Stat. 
339, 48 O.S.C. note preceding 521. 

Sincerely, 

CHARLES E. COLE 
A W R N M  GPIERhL 

snG/lh 
Attachment 

ei: 
~ ~ i s t a n t  Attorney General 

sc: 3. T. Tangen. Regional solicitor, Department of Interior 
~duard F. spang. State ~irector, Bureau of Land WanagemMt 
~ i l e s  Cesar. ~ r e a  Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
walter stieglitz, ~eqion.1 Direstor, rish and wildlife service 
~ o h n  Morehead, ~egion.1 Director, National P a d  Service 



- m =m -u JO r,aw 
nh?xemyra m -m nLunh JO saw 

van kuw m mr~ a-  lo L- 







Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 49 

NAVIGABILITY REPORT 
Johnson River in the Kuskokwim River Drainage Area 

Window 1283 

Four Native allotment applications are located on this river in the survey window. Three are 
located on the historic Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage, and one about fifteen miles below the 
Portage or about 112 miles from the mouth of Johnson River. Those on the Portage are all in T. 
18 N.; R. 63 W., SM: 1) F-16537 Parcel A in Secs. 13 and 14; 2$~-17006, Parcel B, in Sec. 13; 
and 3) F-16535 Parcel A, in Sec. 26. The one Native allotmentstraddling the river below the 
Portage is F-16018 Parcel B in Sec. 15, T. 17 N., R. 64 W., SM. These allotments are located in 
the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Local Name 

Johnson River was reported in 1949 by the U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey as possibly named for 

-. Eric Johnson, a prospector. The Eskimos consider this part of Kvichavak River. Var. 
Anchitaktuk River, Kvichavak River, Tundra River.' Various historical and contemporary 
sources refer to Arhymot Lake as the source of Johnson River. However, the USGS mislabeled 
upper sixteen miles of Johnson River which drain Arhymot Lake as Crooked Creek on the 
Russian Mission C-5 (1952). Crooked Creek begins in Sec. 22, T. 17 N., R. 63 W., SM and 
heads north for about 16 miles to an unnamed lake. We will use these designations in this report. 

Nearest Settlement 

The nearest settlements to the allotments are Russian Mission on the Yukon River and Kalskag 
and Lower Kalskag on the Kuskokwim River. 

Leneth of Water Body 

Varied sources state the river's length from145 to 215 miles. Orth describes the river as heading 
in a lake two miles west of KukaMikLake at 61'39' N., 160°39' W., and flowing SW 215 miles 
to the Kuskokwim River, 15 miles southwest of Bethel. A Storet map (Russian Mission C-5) in 
BLM's files shows the river heading in a small inlet on the southwestern rim of Kukaklik Lake, 
Sec. 30, T. 18 N., R. 62 W., SM; it indicates the river's length at 145.25 miles. Residents of 
Lower Kalskag consider the head of Johnson River as Arhymot Lake beginning in Sec. 2, T. 17 
N., R. 62 W., SM (145 miles). Various historical sources support this claim. 

USGS Ouadrangle(s) in selected area 

The area under concern is shown on the USGS, Russian Mission (C-5) map, 1952 edition. 



Aerial Photo(s) in Selected Area 

See BLM's photo Roll 2913, July 1980, Frame 6769-70. 

Was the Water Body Photo-Intemreted? 

On January 19, 2000, Scott Guyer in Office 924 reviewed the aerial photos of the Johnson River 
beginning at mile 30 in Sec. 33 T. 12 N., R. 73 W., SM. (The river was determined navigable up 
to this point). His estimates of the river's width are reported below. 

Was a Field Re~ort/Interview Re~or t  Created? 

An interview report was created on May 2000. 

SUBMERGED LAND STATUS 

In 1984 the BLM determined that the rivers, streams, and lakes comprising the Yukon- 
Kuskokwim Portage were navigable. The Portage includes Johnson River from the Mud Creek 
portage downstream to Crooked Creek and thence up Crooked Creek northerly for sixteen miles 
to a lake outlet in Sec. 14, T. 18 N., R. 63 W., SM.' On May 8, 1989 the BLMreaffimed the 
determination in a navigability report for ANCSA, State and Native Allotment selections 
(Window 1834) in Secs. 14, 15,22 and Crooked Creek in Secs. 22 and 23, T. 17 N., R. 63 W., 
S M . ~  

The BLM has also determined portions of Johnson River below the Portage to be navigable. In a 
December 16,1988-report, the river was determined navigable in Native Allotments AA-50580 
and F-14181 in Sec. 12, T. 15 N., R. 69 W., s M . ~  On May 8,1989, the Johnson River was 
determined navigable for ANCSA, State and Native Allotment selections in Tps. 9,11, R. 73 W., 
SM, Tps 9-11, R. 74 W., SM; and Tps. 9-10 N., R. 75 W., S M . ~  

1 18 N., R. 63 W. 1 13, 14 1 145 / NA F-16537 A, YDNWR 
*Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 

.. 
Township 

17 N., R. 64 W. 

17 N., R. 63 W. 

18 N., R. 63 W. 

18 N., R. 63 W. 

Section Number 

15 

14, 15, 22 

26 

13 

Mile 

112 

129- 
132 

142 

145 

Status and Remarks 

NA F-16018', YDNWR* 

Village Selection F-14871, Johnson 
River Navigable - 5/8/89, YDNWR 

NA F-16535 A, YDNWR 

NA F-17006 B, YDNWR 



PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

T v ~ e  of Water Body 

River 

Vegetation 

Sinka Williams and Nicolai Sergie of Lower Kalskag say that most of the Johnson River uplands 
consist of low-lying tundra except near Mud Creek, Crooked Creek and Arhymot Lake where 
grasses, small bmsh, willows and trees are abundant for bear and moose habitat. 

Water Bottom Characteristics 

Unknown 

Discharge Volume (rnax, min. mean) 

Unknown 

Gradient 

Minimal 

Channel Widths 

Approximately half of Johnson River is double-lined on the USGS maps, beginning at its mouth 
on the Kuskokwim River through the Baird Inlet and Marshall 1:250,000 quadrangle maps. The 
remainder, including the area under concern, is shown as a single line on the USGS Russian 
Mission quadrangle map. Crooked Creek is shown as a single line. 

, 

7 

Source 

CIR 60, R. 7, Frames 290, 
291,364,363, July 1980 

CIR 60, R. 7, Frames 247, 
248, July 1980 

CIR 60, R. 29 11, Frames 
6397,6395,6392-3.6353, 
6355,6457, July 1980; R. 
2913, Frame 6769 July 1980 

Bank !G Rrrnk Width 

200' - 330' 

50' - 65' 

35' - 50' 

Xile 

30+ - 60 approx. 

60 - 95 approx. 

95 - 129 approx. 



Johnson River from its mouth to Crooked Creek appears to be unobstructed in the aerial photos. 
The Crooked Creek portion of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage appears to be unobstructed for 
about three miles from Johnson River before, at least in the aerial photo, it disappears in the 
vegetation. Various sources refer to a grassy riverbed and a beaver dam in this vicinity. 

The upper reaches of Johnson River are said to be fairly deep. Sources ~ndicate five to seven 
feet: During dry seasons it may be two feet deep in places. 

-. 

Source 

Scott Guyer 

Sinka Williams Sr. 

Nicolai Sergie . 

Ike P. Taylor c. Sept. 
1927- accompanied 
by mail carrier6 

Corp. of Engineers 
7~~~~ *A-,7 .... -7 
J U I K  IY I U  IG~UIL 

Impediments (nature) 

None from mile 30 until it becomes 
closed off at the north boundary of Sec. 
15,T.17N.,R.63W.,SM. 

None from mouth to Ahrymot Lake 

None from mouth to Ahrymot Lake 

Narrow and filled with grass. Sharp 
turns and sweepers. 

Crooked Creek closed off in Sec. 35, T. 
2 .  3 .  A beaver daai 

rs 

Mile 

From the Junction of 
Crooked Creek northerly 
for about 3 miles. 

0-145 

0-145 

Crooked Creek, today aka 
Johnson River. 

11 miles upstream from 
iiie jur~ciion ul' juiir~son 
and ( 3 r o o k e d e k  



The historical records report similar depths. References to Johnson River and Crooked Creek are 
switched on the USGS Russian Mission C-5 map, 1952. 

Historical Data-Johnson River from Mud Creek Portage to Crooked Creek 

Historical Data-Crooked Creek northerly/southerly 

Source 

F.C. Hinkley with USGS 
reconnaissance - 8/23/1898 - 
canoes8 

Maj. Steese with AK Road 
Commission & Dist. Engr. 
9/21\21 - 32' poling boat9 

Chris Betsch, trader at 
Russian Mission, c. 1922" 

Walter W. Lukens, AK Road 
Commission Dist. Supr. 
9/22" 

Depth (ft) 

6'-9' 

Channel was narrow and 
deep with a hundred 
horseshoe bends. 

5'-15' deep at low water 
stages, current 3% mph. 

66' wide and 7' deep. 

Source 

Chris Betsch, trader at 
Russian Mission, c. 1922 

Walter W. Lukens, AK Road 
Commission dist. Supr. 9/22 

Mile 

Junction from Mud Creek 
portage to Crooked Creek 

Junction from Mud Creek 
portage to Crooked Creek 

Junction from Mud Creek 
Portage to Crooked Creek 

Junction from Mud Creek 
portage to Crooked Creek 

Depth (ft) 

5'-18' deep at low water 
stages, current 1 114 mph; 
channel was narrow and very 
crooked - difficult to steer. 

16' wide at the mouth to 12' 
in width - about 6' deep 

Mile 

Crooked Creek southerly to 
Johnson River. 

Crooked Creek northerly 
from Johnson River 



USES 

Historical Uses 

Johnson River is one of several streams, lakes and creeks that comprised the once popular 
Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage. Traveled by Indians, Eskimos and a few Russian traders, it was 
first recorded in 1844 by Lieutenant  agos skin." In August 1898 Josiah Spurr with the USGS 
sent five men on a reconnaissance trip of the summer water route to provide a reliable and 
detailed description of the route." In 1908, a Nome newspaper quoted that two hundred men - -  - 
were using the portage because of the recent gold strikes in the Kuskokwim region.I4 In 1923 
during the summer months, the mailman made a monthly round trip from Bethel to Russian - 
Mission which took him fifteen to twenty days. He maintained boats on the Yukon and 
Kuskokwim Rivers and five rowboats on the portage itself.15 In response to the need for 
improved transportation, moneys were appropriated by the Alaska territorial government in 1929 
to improve the portage and in 1931 the route was completed to include steel trams, canals, 
winches, derricks and controlled dams. The mail carrier's boat, 30 feet long with a four-foot 
beam with a load capacity of 2,600 pounds, was used as a standard.I6 By the 1950's, however, 
these improvements had deteriorated to the point that they were no longer usable.'7 

-. 

Continued interest in the portage as a canal route prompted the Alaska State Legislature to pass 
resolutions in 1959,1961, and 1971 for the Alaska District, Corp. of Engineers to survey and 
construct the canal. In 1969 the US Senate also passed a resolution for a preliminary study of the 
project. 

In 1969, Natives from three nearby villages attempted to rebuild the overland route through an 
Operation Mainstream Program (Department of Labor funding).I8 

After a June 1970 reconnaissance trip, the Alaska District, Corps of Engineers, determined 
Johnson River navinable northerly from Crooked Creek to within Sec. 35, T. 18 N., R. 63 W.. - 
SM. Further investigation by air northerly of this point showed beaver dams diverting water and 
the record noted the streams and lakes were dry owing to a drought the past several years.'9 

A-- -,.- in i985 tne viiiage o i  Zussian iviission was awarded an a 6 u . w  municipai grant from the Srare to 
improve the Talbiksok River portage. The following year the Yukon Delta Fish and Wildlife 
Service office in Bethel dismantled portions of the tram because it was unsafe for use by the 

Current Uses 

Currently, villagers from Kalskag and Lower Kalskag boat Johnson River and Crooked Creek to 
hunt, fish, pick berries and to reach their Native Allotments. They generally use 16-18' 
aluminum boats with 15- to 30-horsepower motors. Sinka Williams, Sr., of Lower Kalskag said 
local villagers use these smaller boats because they are easier to pull over the Mud Creek portage 



which is about one and one-half miles. Carl Morgan Sr. of Aniak said a person would need to 
bring along a whole crew to help pull the big boats overland. 

Sinka Williams, Sr., of Lower Kalskag has an allotment downstream of Lucy Levi's allotment 
(F016018B) in Sec. 15, T. 17 N., R. 64 W., SM., which is below the Portage. To reach his 
allotment he boats up Mud Creek until he reaches the portage. There he leaves his boat, a sixteen- 
foot Lund mounted with a thirty-horsepower motor, walks across about a mile and half to his 
other boat on the Johnson River which is a sixteen-foot Lund aluminum boat mounted with a 
fifteen-horsepower motor. Williams said villagers from Lower Kalskag pull their boats over the 
portage to reach the Johnson River to enable them to hunt, fish and pick berries during the spring, 
summer, and fall. He does not hunt moose or bear because then he would have to haul the meat 
over the portage. He said the "lower tundra people" or "down river people" from Kasigluk, 
Nunapitchuk, and Atmautluak hunt moose and bear during September near the head of Johnson 
River or Arhymot Lake. 

Nicolai Sergie of Lower Kalskag has a camp on the Johnson River below Sinka Williams' camp. 
He reaches camp in the spring with a snow machine and during the ice-free months with an 
eighteen-foot Lund aluminum boat mounted with a thirty-horsepower motor. In July when he 

-. takes his family salmon beny picking along the Johnson River, he needs at least two to four 
people help to drag the boat overland from Mud Creek. At times they also need to drag their boat 
in Mud Creek when the water is low. His load always depends on how many people are going, 
how long he is planning to stay and how far he plans to travel. Sergie doesn't hunt for moose or 
bear because it takes too much effort to haul the meat over the portage. In the fall when the 
Johnson River is high, which lasts about a month, lower tundra people (villagers from Kasigluk, 
Nunapitchuk and Atmautluak) use big boats to hunt moose around Arhymot Lake. 

Mike Pavilla from Atmautluak said most people from Kasigluk, Atmautluak and Nunapitchuk 
moose hunt on the upper reaches of the Johnson River near Arhymot Lake between the first and 
third week of September. The river's depth depends on the amount and frequency of snow and 
rain and the south winds. The past four years have been a drought and last fall when he went 
hunting he had to turn around before he reached Lucy Levi's allotment (mile 112). He was using 
a eighteen-foot aluminum Lund mounted with a forty-horsepower Evinrude propeller motor. His 
ioad inciuded i i~let: aduiis, ciirr~pirlg gcar and gas. Tne river became ioo shaiiow anci when they 
began to hit bottom, they turned back. Most villagers don't use their bigger boats and motors on 
the upper reaches of the Johnson River because the shallow water and grass can break the motor's 
lower units and because the banks erode more easily during high water. They are starting to use 
smaller boats. It takes on average two days' travel from Atmautluak in high water to reach as far 
as Arhymot Lake. When asked if he took a five-year average, how many times could one boat up 
the Johnson River to Arhymot Lake he said the Johnson River has been low for the last four years 
and village people haven't been able to boat this far, but traditionally this area is good to hunt 
moose and bear. 

Telephone interviews with local residents of Aniak and Russian Mission reveal that no one there 
boats the Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage today because of the lack of access. 



The attached photographs show some water in the Native Allotments that strrddle rhe Johnson 
River which used to be part of the Yukon-Kuskokwim portage route. The photographs were taken 
by BLM surveyors when they set the point of beginnings during September 1999. 

CONCLUSION 

Navigable Waters 

I recommend that Crooked Creek (Johnson River on the USGS Russian Mission C-5 map be 
determined navigable in the following Native Allotment applications: F-16535, Parcel A in Sec. 
26, F-16537, Parcel A in Secs. 13-14 and PI7006 Parcel B, in Sec. 13, all in T. 18 N., R. 63 W., 
SM. Historical records written by Zagoskin in 1844, Spurr in 1898, and Steese in 1921 indicate 
that the Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage was used quite frequently by Eskimos, Indians, Russian 
traders, fur traders, visitors, adventurers, missionaries and prospectors with boats including 
kayaks, canoes, and poling boats. In addition, a mail canier used the Portage to travel from 
Bethel to Russian Mission and return in fifteen to twenty days by maintaining five rowboats on 
the route. By 1931 the route was improved with steel trams, canals, winches, denicks and 
controlled dams. By the 1950s these fell into disrepair. Continued interest in the use of the route 
resulted in an $80,000 State grant in the 1980s for the Village of Russian Mission to improve the 
Portage. 

Based on its current use and physical characteristics, I also recommend that Johnson River be 
determined navigable within Native Allotment application F-16018, Parcel B, in Sec. 15, T. 17 
N., R. 64 W., SM. The river was susceptible for use as a route for travel, trade, and commerce. 
The BLM has determined segments of the river both upstream and downstream of this Native 
allotment to be navigable. The physical character of the river in this area is similar to that part 
already determined navigable. The river averages twenty to forty feet in width, five to seven feet 
in depth, is unobstructed, and has a slow current. Villagers from Lower Kalskag, including 
Nicolai Sergie, are able to drag their boats and motors from the Kuskokwim River over a portage 
at least one mile long to Johnson River in order to fish, hunt, gather benies and to reach their 
Native allotments which are located below the Native Allotment in question. Williams and Sergie 
state they are able to boat this portion of the river during the spring, summer, and fall. 
Addiiionaiiy, viiiagers from Kasigiuk, Atmautiuak, and Nunapitchuk are known to boat the full 
length of Johnson River to Arhymot Lake to hunt moose and bear for several weeks during the 
month of September. 

Non-Navigable Waters 

All other water bodies on the Native allotments are not navigable. The water bodies are either too 
shallow or small for travel, trade, and commerce. 

Report Prepared By: Date: G L ; ~  2% 2@o 
G 
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Ju ,52000 
Memorandum 

To: Chief, Branch of Survey Preparation and Policy Interpretation (AK925) 

From: Chief, Branch of Mapping Sciences (AK924) 

Subject: Navigable Waters in Native Allotments Scheduled for Survey in Window 1283 

This memorandum identifies certain navigable water bodies in Native allotment claims in Survey 
Window 1283 (Calista Upper Kuskokwim). Only navigable waters less than the meanderable 
size ate identified. As larger water bodies are routinely meandered, they do not require a 
navigability review and are not identified in this report. 

Survey Window 1283 is located in southwestern Alaska. A majority of the Native Allotments 
are situated near tributaries of the Stony, Holitna, Hoholitna, Aniak, and Johnson Rivers in the 
Kuskokwim River basin, and the Talbiksok River in the Yukon River watershed. A few of the 
townships westerly of Aniak fall w i t h  the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge. 

Seven:y-L!rs Na:i.<c A:Ictizefii psiceis iii fvi~tyfivt: iuwnships were reviewed for this report. 
Both are identified in the Appendix. The vast majority of these allotments abut large rivers, 
streams, and lakes. However, as a result of this review, we found and prepared reports on six 
potentially navigable water bodies less than the meanderable size on Native allotment claims. 
They are: 1) Johnson River; 2) Elutuli Creek; 3) Hook Creek; 4) an unnamed tributary of the 
Hoholitna River (mouth in Sec. 8, 15 N., R. 42 W., SM); 5) Talbiksok River; and 6) an unnamed 
tributary of Talbiksok River (mouth in Sec. 8, T. 19 N., R. 64 W., SM). Johnson River, 
Talbiksok River, and the unnamed Talbiksok River tributary were found to be navigable. 

l ~ i l e  i n  NA casef i les  AA-9098, F -16998B,  F-16535A, F-16537A,  
F-17006B,  F - 1 6 0 1 8 ,  F - 1 6 1 1 2 ,  F-16110 



In addition, we found several streams that had been excluded as navigable from interim ' 

conveyances to Native corporations or tentative approvals to the State of Alaska. These include 
the Kuskokwim River, Holitna river, Hoholitna River, George River, Holokuk river, Stink River, 
the outlet of Tishimna Lake, and Titnuk Creek. The official case files for these conveyances 
contain documentation supporting the navigability determinations. In 1984 the Deputy State 
Director for Conveyance Management determined Johnson River, Kulik Lake, several unnamed 
lakes and ~albiksok River which comprise the Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage navigable. The 
Deputy State Director also determined Aniak River to Salmon River navigable. 

Finally, we considered a number of other water bodies as possibly navigable. However, after 
brief examinations, they were rejected as too shallow or small for commercial navigation. These 
water bodies include: 1) Itulilik Creek in T. 15 N., R. 46 W., SM; 2) Oksotalik Creek in T. 10 N., 
R. 51 W, SM; 3) Buckstock River in T. 14 N., R. 53 W., SM, 4) an unnamed creek emptying into 
Paimuit Slough in F-16990 in Sec. 12, T. 21 N., R. 59 W., SM; 5) an unnamed tributary of the 
Talbiksok River in F-16021-B in T. 19 N., R. 64 W., SM; and 6) Sawpit Creek in T. 12 N., R. 57 
W., SM. Reports were not prepared for these water bodies. 

Navigable waters in the Native allotment claims are depicted on the attached site plot maps. 
Tidal water bodies, lakes fifty acres or more in size, and rivers averaging 198 feet or more in 
width are not described because, regardless of their navigability status, they are or will be 
segregated on the survey plat. 

The BLM-Alaska's navigability criteria are based upon federal title navigability law. In a March 
16, 1976, memorandum, Associate Solicitor Hugh Garner summarized the law for the purpose of 
administering the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. In general, non-tidal water bodies are 
navigable if, at the time of statehood, they were suitable for travel, trade, and commerce. The 
Ninth Circuit Court's decision of December 13, 1989, on the navigability of the Gulkana River 
provides additional guidance. In this case, the court found that water craft customary at 
statehood included boats with a load capacity of about 1,000 pounds. The court further held that 
the contemporary guided fishing and sightseeing activity on the Gulkana River was commerce 
and that water craft customary at statehood "could have at least supported" this commercial 
activity. 

If the water bodies are less than meanderable size and are not listed in the Appendix, they are 
non-navigable. They are too short, steep, or shallow for travel, trade and commerce. 

Attachments (3): 
1 .  Appendix 1(4 pp.) 
2. Maps (6 pp.) 
3. Appendix II - List of Native Allotments Subject to Survey in Window 1283 (2pp.) 



cc: Kuskokwim Native Association 
P.O. Box 127 
Aniak, Alaska 99557 
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P. 0. Box 219 
Bethel, AK 99559 

Calista Corporation 
601 W. 5" Ave., Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2225 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining Land and Water 
Navigability Section 
550 W. 7" Avenue, Suite 1050 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 
Attn: Kathy Atkinson 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining Land and Water 
Realty Services Section 
550 W. 7" Avenue, Suite 1050A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 

Ms. Robin Willis 
State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Habitat and Restoration Division 
333 Raspbeny Road 
Pzch~rzgc, A!askzi 999 18-599 

Mike Rearden, Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta NWR 
Post Office Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Warren Keogh 
Water Resources Branch 
USFWS, Region 7 
101 1 E. Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
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Chief, Survey Data Research Section (926) 
Chief, GCDB Project Section (926) 
Chief, Branch of ANCSA Adjudication (962) 
Chief, Branch of Native Allotment Adjudication (964) 

Northern Field Office (020) 
Tiffany Martinez (952) 



Appendix I 
Navigable Waters in Window 1283 by Township 

for Native Allotment Applications Only 

Seward River Meridian 

T. 18 N., R. 34 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 11 N..R. 35 W. 
No navigable waters 
(See State Selection Case File FF-15365 for Navigability Report dated 4/27/81.) 

T. 21 N.. R. 35 W. 
No navigable waters in Native Allotment applications 

T. 11 N.. R. 36 W. 
No navigable waters 
(See State Selection Case File FF-15365 for Navigability Report dated 412718 1.) 

T. 15 N., R. 38 W. 
Stink River in F-16998 Parcel A in Sec. 4 is navigable; 
Stink River is navigable (See State Selection Case File AA-8926 for Navigability Report dated 
12/29/83.) 

T. 16 N.. R. 38 W. 
Tishimna Outlet within Native Allotment application AA-9098 in Secs. 20 and 21 is navigable; 
Stink River within Native Allotment application F-16998 Parcel B in Sec. 8 is navigable; 
Stink River, Stony River, Tishimna Lake and its outlet are navigable. (See State Selection Case 
File AA-8926 for Navigability Report dated 12/29/83.) 

T. 10 N.. R. 40 W. 
Hoholitna River and its interconnecting sloughs are navigable 
(See State Selection Case File IT-15358 for Navigability Report dated 12/21/83.) 

T. 11 N., R. 41 W. 
Hoholitna River and its interconnecting sloughs are navigable. 
(See State Selection Case File FF-15357 for Navigability Report dated 12121183.) 

T. 12 N., R.  41 W. 
Hoholitna k v e r  and its interconnecting sloughs are navigable. 
(See State Selection Case File FF-15357 for Navigability Report dated 12/21/83.) 



T. 13 N.. R. 41 W. 
Hoholitna River and its interconnecting sloughs are navigable. 
(See State Selection Case File FF-15362 for Navigability Report dated 12/21/83.) 

T. 14 N., R. 42 W. 
Hoholitna River and its interconnecting sloughs are navigable. 
(See State Selection Case File FF-15362 for Navigability Report dated 12/21/83.) 

T. 15 N., R. 42 W. 
Hoholitna River and its interconnecting sloughs are navigable 
(See State Selection Case File FF-15362 for Navigability Report dated 12/21/83.) 

T. 10 N.. R. 43 W. 
Titnuk Creek is navigable. 
(See State Selection Case File FF-15357 for Navigability Report dated 12/21/83.) 

T. 12 N.. R. 43 W. 
Titnuk Creek is navigable. 
(See State Selection Case File FF-15357 for Navigability Report dated 12/21/83.) 

T. 15 N.. R. 43 W. 
Holitna River and Titnuk Creek are navigable. (See State Selection Case File FF-15362 for 
Navigability Report dated 12/21/83.) Holitna River is navigable. (See DSD Memorandum dated 
11/8/84.) 

T. 16 N., R. 43 W. 
Holima and Hoholita Rivers are navigable. 
(See State Selection Case file AA-8928 for Navigability Repoa dated 2/8/80.) 

T. 17 N., R. 43 W. 
Holitna River is navigable. (See State Selection Case File AA-21472 for Navigability Report 
dated 11/8/82.)(See DSD Memorandum dated 11/8/84.) Barge Slough (local name Johnny 
Slough) in Secs 4-5: and Keefer Creek through the tnwnshlp ?re n~vigab!~. (ee St& Seiectio:: 
Case File AA-21472 for Navigability Report dated 5/13/87.) 

T. 18 N.. R. 43 W. 
Kuskokwim River is navigable. (See DSD Memorandum dated 5/6/80.) Holitna River is 
navigable. (See DSD Memorandum dated 11/8/84.) Unnamed slough in Secs. 22,27, and 28; 
Barge Slough (local name Johnny Slough); Basket Creek in Sec. 36; and unnamed slough in NA 
F-18052-B, in Secs. 1 1  and 12 are navigable. (See Village Selection Case File FF-14936 for 
Navigability Report dated 811 8/88.) 



T. 16 N., R. 44 W. 
Holitna River is navigable - (See State Selection Case File AA-8928 for Navigability Report 
dated 2/8/80.) (See DSD Memorandum dated 11/8/84.) 

T. 12 N., R. 45 W. 
Holitna River is navigable - (See State Selection Case File AA-8928 for Navigability Report 
dated 2/8/80.) (See DSD Memorandum dated 11/8/84.) 

T. 15 N., R. 46 W. 
No navigable waters (See State Selection Case File FF-15357 for Navigability Report on Itulilik 
Creek dated 12/21/83.) 

T. 21 N.. R. 46 W.. SM 
Kuskokwim and Georze River are navigable - (See Village Selection Case File F-14860 for 
Navigability Report dated 8/18/88.) (see DSD ~emoraniums dated 11/8/84 and 7/8/85.) 

T. 11 N.. R. 47 W. 
Holitna River is navigable - (See State Selection Case File AA-8928 for Navigability Report 
dated 2/8/80.) (See DSD Memorandum dated 11/8/84.) 

T. 10 N., R. 48 W. 
Holitna River is navigable - (See State Selection Case File AA-8928 for Navigability Report 
dated 2/8/80.) (See DSD Memorandum dated 11/8/84.) 

T. 14 N., R. 49 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 16 N., R. 49 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 10 N., R. 51 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 15 N.. R. 51 W. 
Holokuk River is navigable in Secs. 4, 5, 10-13, (See Village Selection Case File FF-14800 dated 
5/24/89.) (State Selection Case File AA21464 for Navigability Report dated 12/27/83.) 

T. 14 N., R. 53 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 11 N.. R. 56 W 
No navigable waters 
Aniak River is navigable to Salmon River (See DSD Memorandum dated 11/8/84.) 



T. 12 N.. R. 57 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 17 N.. R. 57 W. 
Excluded from IC 741 as navigable: 
Interconnecting sloughs between the Kuskokwim River and Aniak Slough in Secs. 3, 8-10, 15- 
17, and 20-23. 
Slough of the Kuskokwim River in Secs. 4 and 5. 
Slough of Aniak Slough with mouth in Sec. 22 through Sec. 27, ending at beginning of cut-off 
meander in Sec. 26. 
Interconnecting slough of Aniak Slough with unnamed slough in Sec. 32. 
Mouth of slough in NE%NE%NE% Sec. 33. (See Village Selection Case File F-14831 for 
Navigability Report dated 5/24/89.) 
Double lined slough through USS2368. (See Navigability Report for USS2638 dated 12/6/88.) 

T. 21 N.. R. 57 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 21 N.. R. 58 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 21 N.. R. 59 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 20 N.. R. 61 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 20 N., R. 62 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 18 N., R. 63 W. 
Johnson River in F-16535, Parcel A in Sec. 26, F-16537, Parcel A in Secs. 13-14 and F-17006 
Parcel B, in Sec. 13. Johnson River i s  navigable (Cmnked Creek on the TTrSG: -"?I=P) i~ .!SO 

navigable to unnamed lake - 16 miles (See DSD Memorandum dated 11/8/84.) 

T. 19 N.. R. 63 W. 
Kulik Lake and an unnamed lake in Secs. 18-20 are navigable. (See DSD Memorandum dated 
11/8/84.) 

T. 17 N., R. 64 W. 
Johnson River in F-16018, Parcel B in Sec. 15 is navigable. 

T. 18 N., R. 64 W. 
No navigable waters 



T. 19 N.. R. 64 W. 
Talbiksok River in F16112 in Sec. 12 is navigable. Talbiksok River to Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Portage (35 miles), Unnamed Lake in Secs. 13,23-24, and Sec. 19, T. 19 N., R. 63 W., SM are 
navigable. (See DSD Memorandum dated 11/8/84.) 

T. 20 N., R. 64 W. 
Tributary of Talbiksok River in F-16110 in Sec. 32 is navigable. 

T. 16 N.. R. 65 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 18 N.. R. 65 W. 
No navigable waters 

T. 19 N., R. 65 W. 
No navigable waters 
Talbiksok River to Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage (35 miles) is navigable. (See DSD Memorandum 
dated 11/8/84.) 
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APPENDIX I1 

CALISTA UPPER KUSKOKWIM 

Window 1283 

NAME 

3 
4 
5 
6 

CASE 

18 
19 
20 
21 

GUSTY, IYANA 
BOBBY, BODUSHA 
BOBBY, MARY (DEC) 
BOBBY, MADRONA (DEC) 

22 
23 
24 
25 

SERIAL NO. 

z7 
28 
29 

FREDERICKS, NADIA 
WILLIAM, 5.  FREDERICK 
PETERS, ELENA (DEC) 
PETERS. MOXIE (DEC) 
ZAUKAR, BALASHA 
HOWERTON, WILLIAM C 
ANDREANOFF, ANGELA 
MELLIK, MARY 

30 
31 
32 
33 

TWP 

AKFF 
AKF 
AKF 
AKAA 

017029A 
018202 
017966 

0180558 

AKFF 
AKFF 
AKFF 
AKFF 

MEiiI'-i(, MAR.y. 
MELLICK, MARY 
MACAR, EVAN A. 

34 
35 
36 

2 1 N  
11N 
15N 
1 6 N  

0168428 
017865 
16998A 
009098 

MELLICK, MARJORIE 
ABRUSKA, STEVE 
EDISON, JOHN SR. 
ZAUKAR. ANTONE 

37 
38 
39 

-- - 

RNG 

ION 
12 N 
15 N 
1 5 N  

AKFF 
AKFF 
AKFF 
AKFF 

AKFF 
AKFF 
AKFF 

EVAN, ZAUKAR 
MELLICK, MARJORIE 
MORGAN, J IMMIE (DEC) 

3 5 W  
36 W 
38W 
3 8 W  

0180560 
019688 

016522A 
011959C 

711 1100 

SEC 

4 3 W  
43 W 
43 W 
4 3 W  

1 5 N  
16 N 
16 N 
17N 

S i i 9 5 3 A  
011959D 
017965A 

AKFF 
AKFF 
AKF 
AKFF 
AKAA 

AKFF 
AKFF 

KAMEROFF, NICK C. 
VANDERPOOL, ROBERT W. 
KAMEROFF, NICK C. 

MER 

25 
02 
0 4  
20 

06 
20 
02 

32/33 

4 3 W  
43 W 
43 W 
43 W 

1 2 N  
15 N 
21N 
11 N 

0165268 
0179638 

09876(12879) 
017967C 

0179528 
051166F 
017952C 

AKFF 
AKAA 
AKFF 

S 

S 
S 
S 

28 
28 
19 
18 

S 

S 
S 
S 

.M 
18 N 
16 N 

051164 
016526D 
017025A 

S 
S 
S 
S 

4 5 W  
46 W 
46W 
47 W 

.w 
43 W 
44 W 

10 N 
1 4 N  
1 6 N  
1 0 N  
1 5 N  
14 N 

16 
34 
21 

29.30 

27 
11 
22 

51W 
51W - 
53 W 

iii 

0 7  
13 

S 
S 

S 
S 

48 W 
49 W 
4 9 W  

S 

S 
S 

5 
S 
5 

01 
35 
21 

S 
S 

5 



APPENDIX I1 

CALISTA UPPER KUSKOKWIM 

, , Window 1283 

54 /TUCKER, MARY ANN (AKFF / 017005A 1 1 8 N I  6 3 W /  16 1 S 
55 IVALKA, PETE (Deceased) /AKFF I 017006A 1 1 8 N 1  6 3 W /  15 1 S 

42 

43 

44 

/ 56 1 VALKA. PETE (Deceased) IAKFF / 
I I I 

0170068 1 1 8 N 1 6 3 ~ 1  13 1 . 5 1  

MORGAN, CARL 5R. 

MORGAN, CARL N. SR. 

DEMIENTIEFF. MARGARET 

57 
58 

59 
60 

AKFF 1 
AKFF 
AKFF 

61 
62 
63 

1 68 (NOOK. STANLEY SR. IAKFF 1 016110 1 2 0 ~ 1  6 4 W  / 32 1 5  I 

SAVAGE,'SAM 
NOOK, OLINGA 
GABRIELOFF, GABRIEL 
BELKOFF. OLGA 

65 
66 
67 

0158188 

015818A 

017085A 

LEVI, LUCY (DEC) 
ELIA, JOHN (Deceased) 
LEVI, DAVID C 

AKFF 
AKFF 
AKFF 
AKFF 

KOZEVNIKOFF, MARY P 
PITKA, NICKS. SR 
TAKUMJENAK. WILLIE 

12 N 
1 7 N  

21 N 

AKFF 
AKFF 
AKFF 

57 W 

5 7 W  
57 W 

, 

0160188 
009546A 
016017A 

, 

6 3 W  
6 3 W  
63 W 
6 3 W  

016021A 
016109 
016187C 
0163648 

19 N 
1 9 N  
1 9 N  

AKFF 
AKFF 
AKFF 

02 

13 

07 

1 9 N  
1 9 N  
19 N 
1 9 N  

1 7 N  
1 8 N  
18 N 

016105A 
016112 

016217 

S 
S 

S 

25 

31 
20 
20 

6 4 W  
6 4 W  
6 4 W  

S 
S 

S 
S 

6 4 W  
6 4 W  
64 W 

14 
12 

09 

15 
24 
34 

S 
5 
5 

S 
S 

5 



NAVIGABILITY REPORT 
Left Bank Tributary of Johnson River 

Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 51 

Nunapitchuk 2001 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The left bank tributary crosses Fred A. George Sr.'s Native allotment claim, BLM case fde 
AA-51109 in Secs. 15- 16, T. 13 N., R. 71 W., SM. Where it crosses the claims for Joseph 
Ekamrak, BLM case file AA-37824 in Secs. 17-20 and Martha Ekamrak, BLM case file 
AA-55923 inSec. 17, T. 13 N., R. 71 W., SM, aerial photographs show the tributary to range 
between three and five chains wide. 

Local Name: Fred A. George Sr., of Akiachak said the Yupik name of tributary is 'Tunuirgun" 
which sounded like Tuni'ghoon.' 

Nearest Settlement: The left bank tributary in Secs. 15-20, T. 13 N., R. 71 W., SM is about thuty 
miles north of Atmautluak. 

Length of Water Body: Approximately six miles. 

Watershed: Johnson River 

USGS Ouadranale(s) in selected area: Marshall A-1, 1954, Russian Mission A-8, 1954. 

Aerial Photo (s) in selected area: CIR 60, July 1980, Frame 364 

Was the water body Photo Intemreted? Scott Guyer, a photointerpreter with the Mapping 
Section, viewed the aerials and his remarks are reported below. 

Was a Field Reuorthterview Report preuared? An interview report was prepared March 21: 
2001. 

SUBMERGED LAND STATUS 

The tributary lies in the Yukon National Wildlife Refuge. 

PHYSICAL CHAR4CTERISTICS 



Type of Water Body: Tributary of Johnson hver 

Gradient: Minimal 

Spring: 8'-10' deep 
Summer: 4'- l0'deep 

- 

USES 

Commercial: There is no h o w n  commercial use 

Source 

CIR 60, Roll 7, July 1980, Frame 364 

CIR 60, Roll 7, July 1980, Frame 364 

Fred A. George, Sr. 

Walter George 

Peter Ekarnrak 

Direct Evidence: 

In a telephone interview Fred A. George Sr., of Akiachak, said he went to his allotment last 
spring in a 20'Lund Alu~naweld boat mounted with a 115-llorsepower propeller-driven motor 

Bank to Bank Width 

200'- 330' 

33'- 200' 

Spring: about 50' 
Summer: 20'-30' 
Fall: the same as summer. 

24' or wider 

40' - 50' 

Mile 

0- 1.5 

1.5 - 4  

4 

4 

4 



His load included five or six people, a mix of adults and children, food, a tent and a 55-gallon 
dtum of gas. In spring he boats to a lake about five miles beyond his allotmnent. Villagers from 
Nunapitchuk and Atmautluak hunt in that area and villagers from Aluachak pick berries there. 

Walter George, brother of Fred A. George of Aluachak has boated this tributary for many years. 
His most recent trip was about three or four years ago in late May in a 22'Yukon Raider boat 
mounted with a 115-horsepower propeller-driven motor. His load included three adults, food 
and camping gear. They stayed four or five days hunting black birds. He estimated the tributary 
to range between 6' and 8'deep from spring to fall. He has seen others b a t  the tributary 
including his cousin's Peter Ekamrak, John and Abraham George and Fritz G e ~ r g e . ~  

Peter Ekamrak, a cousin to Fred A. George and Walter George of Aluachak said he traveled to 
Fred A. George's allotment by snow machme in the winter and by boat in the spring around the 
middle of May. He uses several boats including a 16' or 18' Lund with either 30- or 40- 
horsepower propeller motor. Ekamrak said even when the water level decreases in the summer 
and fall, it does not prevent dage r s  from continuing to hunt and pick bemes in this area.4 

In the case file for Fred A. George Sr., AA-5 1109, the field examiner stated access to the 
allotment was probably by river boat in the summer.5 A photograph taken the summer of 2000, 
by BLM surveyors when they set the Point of Beginning on his Native Allotment claim, shows 
the tributary to be open and unobstructed. 

In Martha Ekamrak's BLM case file, AA-55923, there is a clear picture of the mouth of the 
tributary taken during the field examination June 1988 which shows the tributary to be wide and 
~nobstructed.~ 

CONCLUSION 

We find the left bank tributary of the Johnson River susceptible for navigation within Fred A. 
George Sr.'s Native Allotment claim case file AA-51109 in Secs. 15-16, T. 13 N., R. 71 W., 
SM. According to Fred A. George Sr., Walter George and Peter Ekamrak of f iachak ,  the river 
is on average 6' to 8' feet deep from spring to fall and free of any impediments to boat travel. 
Fred and Walter George use 20' - 22' boats mounted with a 115-horsepower motor to reach to a 
lake about five miles beyond the Native allotment claim Additionally, Fred George and Peter 
Ekamrak have seen villagers from Atrnautluak and'Nunapitchuk hunt in this area. These uses, 
combined with the physical characteristics of the river indicate the river is susceptible for use as a 
route for travel, trade and commerce. 

Report Prepared By: Date: 



Notes 

1. Laura Lagstrom, Interview Report, Nunapitchuk 2001, March 21, 2001, Navigability 
Section Quad Files, p. 7. 

2. Ibid, p. 7. 

3 .  Ibid, p. 7. 

4. Ibid, p. 8. 

5. Native allotment case file, AA-51109, Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office, 
Docket. 

6. Native allo~nent case file, AA-55923, Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office, 
Docket. 



Memorandum 

United States Depatmc~it of the Lutelio~ 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
ALASKA STATE OFFICE 

222 W. 7th Avenue, #13 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 995 13-7599 

Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 52 

Baird Met-FY2001 
Ma-shall-FY2001 
Russian Mission-FY2001 
F-16023 A (2561)' 
2628 (924) 

To: Chief, Branch of Survey Preparation and Policy Interpretation (iZK-925) 

From Chief, Branch of Mapping Sciences (AK-924) 

Subject: Navigable Waters in Native Allotments Scheduled for Survey - Nunapitchuk 2001 
(Group Surveys 254,268 and 270) 

Thts memorandum identifies navigable waters for unsurveyed Native allotments applications 
selected under the provisions of the Native Allotment Act of 1906. The BLM survey project 
named Nunapitchuk 2001, consisted of 107 Native allotment application parcels in 36 townships. 
The townships lie in the Yukon Delta National Wildwe Refuge. 

The survey project is spread across a broad range northeasterly and northwesterly of Bethel 
between the Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers. A majority of the Native allotments abut the 
Johnson, Pllaniktahk and Kvichavak rivers, lsrathorak Creek and two unnamed tributxies to 
Kayigyalik Lake. Only rivers and stl-earns less than three chains in width and lakes less than f f i y  
acres in size that cross or lie in the Native allotment parcels were reviewed. Tidal water bodies, 
lakes fifty acres ormore in size, and rivers averaging 198'or more in width are not described 
because, regardless of their navigability status, they are meandered and segregated from the 
survey according to the Alaska Submerged Lands Act of 1988. 

The information comes from a wide variety of sources including USGS maps, NASA aerial 
photographs, master title plats, easement and Native allotment fdes, prior navigabihty reports, 
interviews with local villagers and historical records including the Kuskokwim Regional Report 
by C. Mchael Brown. titled "Alaska's KuskokwimR~ver Region: A History," 1985, and 
Ehzabeth F. Andl-ews' six-year study of the land and resource uses of the villagers from 
Kasigluk, Nunapitchuk and Atmautluak titled, 'The Akulmiut: Territorial Dimensio~is of a Yupik 
Eskimo Society," Alaska Department of Fish and Game, May 1989. 

1 File in Kative allotment case fdes F-19183, F-12116, F-I 6791, F-19236, F-19242, F-18308, 
F-19286, AA-37791. AA-37834, AA-52790, F-987, AA-51770, AA-53086, F-029215. F-18747. F-977. 
F-029208, F-029219, AA-37824, AA-55923, AA-51109. AA-37828. AA-37832, AA-52707. 



After review, we found and prepared reports on nine potentially navigable water bodies less than 
the meanderable size on Native allotment clainx. They are as follows. 1) Johnson Rive].; 2) Left 
bank tributary of Johnson IZlver; 3) Israthorak Creek; 4) Left bank tributary of Israthorak CI-eek; 
5) Kvichavak River; 6) Right bank tributary of Kvichavak %ver; 7) Putu Creek; 8) P M t a l i k  
River; and 9) Unnamed tributary of Kayigyalik Lake and its left bank tributary. 

The unnamed tributary of Kayigyalik Lake and its left bank tributary were found non-navigable 
in the Native allotment applications for Alexie Nicholas, BLM Case fie F- 16567, Carl Thornas 
W t e ,  BLM Case f i e  F-19128, and Billy Andrew, BLM Case fde F- 14386, Parcel B. On May 
8, 1989, the BLM had detemined these water bodies navigable for selected lands in Window 
1836. The criteria regarded water bodies navigable if, at the time of Statehood, they were 
navigable for crafts larger than a one-person kayak. Telephone interviews with David Nicholas 
of Kasigluk, Billy Andrew and Moses White of Nunapitchuk revealed that a shallow a-ea, about 
1,000 yards long, near the effluent prevents them and others from boating the unnamed tributary 
with large loads. Nicholas said if he had to haul 1,000 pounds of load, he would wait until 
winter because of the shallow depth of the tributary at its effluent. 

The RLM-Alaska's navigability determinations are based on Federal law of title navigability. 
Title to unreserved lands underlying navigable waters vested in the State at the time of statehood. 
As a general rule, lnland waters are navigable if, at the time of statehood, they were used, or were 
susceptible to use, for travel, trade, and commerce. h a memorandum dated March 16, 1976, 
Associate Solicitor Hugh C. Garner summarized the Submerged Lands Act of 1953 (43 U.S.C. 
1301) and Federal case law pertaining to title navigability. The Alaska Submerged Lands Act of 
1988 (P.L. 100-395) provides specfic direction regarding navigability determinations and survey 
meauders for land transfers under the Alaska Statehood Act, Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act, and the Native Allotment Act. Additional guidance is provided in Appeal of Doyon, Ltd., 
Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board RLS 76-2, 86 1.D. 692 (1979)[Kmdik and Nation hvers];  
Alaska v. United Slates, 754 F.2d 85 1 (9th Cir. 1983), cert. denied, 474 U.S.  968 (1985) 
[Slopbucket Lake]; Alaska v. Ahma, k c . ,  891 E d .  1401 (9th Cir. 1989), cert. denied, 495 U.S. 
919 (1990) [Gukana R~ver];  Unired States v. Alaska, Original No. 84 (1997) [Naval Petroleum 
Reserve No. 41; and Alaska v. United States, No. 98-35310 (9th Cir. 2000) [Kukpowruk River]. 

The appendix lists the townships in the survey window and, for each township, the navigable and 
non-navigable waters in the Native allotment parcels. Following the appendix are site plot maps 
that show the navigable waters in the Native allotment claims. 



Attachmenls (12) 
I-Interview 312001 ( I  6pp) 
2-Interview 612001 (8pp) 
3-field trip (2pp) 
4-Nav report Johnson (8pp) 
5-Nav report Left Johnson (4pp) 
6-Nav report Israthorak Creek (8pp) 
7-Nav report Left Israthorak Creek (5pp) 
8-Nav report Kvichavak River(6pp) 
9-Nav report right Kvichavak River (5pp) 
10-Nav report Putu Creek (4pp) 
1 I-Nav Report Pikmikatalik River (7pp) 
12-Nav Repon Kayigyalik Lake (6pp) 

cc: Akiachak Native Community 
P.O. Box 70 
Akiachak, Alaska 99551 

Village of Atmautluak 
P.O. Box A T  
Atmautluak, Alaska 99559 

Native Village of Kasigluk 
P.O. Box 19 
Kasigluk, Alaska 99609 

Native Village of Nunapitchuk 
P.O. Box 130 
Nunapitchuk, Alaska 99641 

Association of Village Council Presidents 
P. 0. Box 219 
Bethel. AK 99559 

Calista Coqoiaiioii 
Land Depanment 
601 W. 5" Ave., Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2225 

State of Alaska, DNR 
Division of Mining Land and Water 
Attn: Kathy Atkinson - Navigability Section 
550 W. 7" Avenue, Suite 1050 
Anchor~ge, Alaska 9950:-3539 



Slate of Alaska, DNR 
Division of h?ining Land and Water 
Realty Services Section 
550 W. 7" Avenue, Suite 1050A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 

State of Alaska, ADF&G 
Habitat and Restoration Division 
Attn: Ms. Robin Willis 
333 Raspberry Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 9951 8-1599 

Mike Rearden, Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
Post Office Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559-0346 

U.S. Fish &Wildlife Service 
Water Resources Branch, Region 7 
Attn: Warren Keogh 
101 1 E. Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Chief, Branch of Field Surveys (921) 

Chief, Survey Data Research Section (933) 

Chief, Survey Preparation Section (925) 

Chief, Branch of Native Allotment Adjudication (964) 

Northern Field Office (020) 

Rodney Harvey (952) 

Kathy Flippen (924) 

Laura Lagstrorn (924) 



Appendix 1 

Seward River Meridian 
T. 17 N.. R.  64 W. 
F-16023, Parcel B - No nav~gable waters. 

T. 17 N.. R. 65 W. 
F-16020, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-16022, Parcel B - No navigable waters. 
F-16023, Parcel A - Johnson River is navigable 
F-16023, Parcel B - No navigable waters. 
AA-37840 - No navigable waters. 

T. 14 N.. R. 66 W. 
F-19183 - Israthorak Creek is navigable. 

T. 15 N.. R.  66 W. 
F-16205, Parcel B - No navigable waters 

T. 16 N.. R. 66 W.  
F-16020, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-16346, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-16346, Parcel B - No navigable waLers. 
F-17503, Parcel B - No navigable waters. 

T. 17 N.. R. 66 W. 
F-16019, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 

T. 14 N., R. 67 W. 
F-12116 - Pikmiktalik River is navigable. 
F-16791 - P i h k t a l i k  River is navigable. 
F-19236 - Israthorak Creek is navigable 

T. 15 N., R .  67 W. 
F-13 184 - No navigable waters. 
F-09964, Parcel A - No navigable waters 

T. 16 N.. R. 67 W. 
F-13184 - No navigable waters. 
F-14183 - No navigable waters. 
F-14184 - No navigable waters. 
F-19199 - No navigable waters. 



T.  17 N., R. 67 W. 
F- 16363, Parcel B - No navigable %'aters. 

T. 13 N.. R.  68 W. 
AA-37822 - No navigable waters. 

T. 14 N.. R .  68 W. 
AA-37785 - No navigable waters. 
AA-37822 - No navigable waters. 
F-19242 -Right bank tributary of Kvichavak River is navigable. 

'r. 15 N., R. 68 W. 
F-14182 - No navigable waters 

T. 13 N.. R. 69 W. 
F-09910 - No navigable waters. 
F-I8308 - Israthorak Creek is navigable 
F-19286 -1srathorak Creek is navigable 
AA-37784 - No navigable waters. 

T. 14 N.. R. 69 W. 
AA-37791 - Right bank tributary of Kvichavak River is navigable. 
AA-37823 - No navigable waters. 
AA-37834 - Kvichavak River and its right bank tributary are navigable. 
AA-37835 - No navigable waters. 
AA-37836 - No navigable waters. 
AA-37845 - No navigable waters. 
AA-52790 - Right bank tributary of Kvichavak River is navigable. 
F-029220 - No navigable waters. 
F-987 - Right bank tributary of Kvichavak River is navigable. 

T. 16N..R.69 W. 
AA-37839 - No navigable waters 

T. 12 N., R. 70 W. 
AA-51770 - lsrathorak Creek is navigable 
AA-53086 - Israthorak Creek is navigable. 
F-09910 - No navigable waters. 
F-I9286 - Israthorak Creek is navigable. 
F-29209 - No navigable waters. 
F-029105, Parcel A - No navigablc waters. 
F-029215, Parcel B - Left Bank Tributary of Israthorak Creek is navigable. 
F- 18747 - Israthorak Creek is navigable. 
F-09910 - No navi~able waters. 



T. 13 N.. R. 70 W. 
AA-37827 - No navigable waters. 
AA-51772 - No navigable waters. 
F-977, Parcel A - Pikrmktalik River is navigable/meanderable. 
F-19286 - lsratliorak Creek is navigable. 

T. 14 N.. R. 70 W. 
AA-37827 - No navigable waters. 
AA-50579 - No navigable waters. 
F-029208 - Kvichavak River is navigable. 
F-029219, Parcel A - Kvichavak River is navigable. 

T. 12 N.. R.  71 W. 
AA-37829 - No navigable waters 

T. 13 N.. R. 71 W. 
AA-37824 - Left Bank Tributary of Johnson River is navigablelmeanderable. 
AA-55923 - Left Bank Tributary of Johnson River is navigablelmeanderable. 
AA-51109 - Left Bank Tributary of Johnson River is navigable. 
AA-37826 - No navigable waters. 
AA-37828 - Kvichavak River is navigable. 
AA-37830 - No navigable waters. 
F-029992 - No navigable waters. 
F-09612 - No navigable waters. 
F-13305 - Left Bank Tributary of Johnson River is navigablelmeanderable. 

T. 14 N.. R. 71 W. 
AA-37825 - No navigable waters. 
AA-37838 - No navigable waters. 

T. 15 N., R. 71 W. 
AA-37831, Parcel B - No navigable waters. 
AA-37832 - Johnson River is navigable. 

T. 12 N.. R. 72 W. 
AA-56432, Parcel C - No navigable waters 
F-14255, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-16602 - No navigable waters. 
F-16841 - No navigable waters. 

T .  15 N.. R. 72 W .  
AA-37833 - No navigable waters. 
AA-52707 - Putu Creek is navigable 



T. 11 N., R. 73 W. 
F-029803 - No navigable waters 

T. 12 N., R.  73 W. 
F-968 - No navigable waters. 
F-14394 - No navigable waters. 
F-15756, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-15756, Parcel B - No navigable waters. 
F-16599, Parcel C - N o  navigable waters. 
F-16599, Parcel D - No navigable waters. 
F-1684 1 - No navigable waters. 

T. 13 N.. R.  73 W. 
F-14386, Parcel C - N o  navigable waters. 
F-18975 - No navigable waters. 

T. 9 N., R. 74 W. 
F-14963, Parcel C - N o  navigable waters. 

T. 10 N.. R .  74 W. 
F-14981, Parcel D - N o  navigable waters. 

T. 12 N.. R.  74 W. 
F-13235 - No navigable waters. 
F-I4234 - No navigable waters. 
F-14235 - No navigable waters. 
F-14236 - No navigable waters. 
F-14255, Parcel B - No navigable waters. 
F-14256, Parcel B - N o  navigable waters. 
F-14386, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-14386, Parcel B - N o  navigable waters. 
F-14961, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-14963, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-14968, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-14982, Parcel B - No navigable waters. 
F-16567 - No navigable waters. 
F-17410 - No navigable waters. 
F-18011 - No navigable waters. 
F- 18 198. Parcel A - N o  navigable waters 
F-18819 - No navigable waters. 
F-19128 - No navigable waters. 

T. 13 N., R .  74 W. 
F-0298 19 - No navigable waters 



T. 12 N., R.  75 W.  
F-13204 - No navigable waters. 
F-14238 - No navigable waters. 
F-14253, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-14962, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-14963, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 

T. 12 N.,  R .  77 W. 
AA-56432, Parcel A - No navigable waters 
F-14980, Parcel A - No navigable waters. 
F-I7396 - N o  nav~gable waters. 
F-I7532 - No navigable waters. 

T. 11 N.. R.  79 W. 
F-18869, Parcel B - No navigable waters. 

T. l l N., R. 80 W. 
F-18869, Parcel B - No navigable waters 
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Attachment 53 

Holy Cross-AS-FY 2004 
Kwiguk-AS-FY 2004 
Marshall-AS-FY 2004 
Russian Mission-AS-FY 2004 
F- 14927-A (265 1) 
F-14927-A-2 (265 1) 
F-14927-EE' (75.4) 

March 23,2004 

Memorandum 

To: Chief, Branch of Survey Planning and Preparation (927) 

From: Chief, Navigability Section (927) 

Subject: Navigable Waters within ANCSA-Selected and Interim-Conveyed lands in the 
MarshalVOhogamiut/Russian Mission Project Area (CAA-2) 

This memorandum identifies navigable waters on certain lands, within forty-four townships, 
including pending ANCSA selections and IC'd lands within the above-mentioned project area. 
These lands are scheduled for survey during the 2004 field survey season. The authority to 
identifl navigable waters on these selected lands rests in the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act and the Alaska National Interest Lands conservation Act. 

All of the lands have prior navigability determinations with the exception of Tps. 23 N., 
Rs., 65 and 66 W., T. 15 N., R. 68 W., T. 22 N., R. 72 W., Seward Meridian. Regarding 
Tps. 23 N., Rs. 65 and 66 W., a memo dated 6/13/90 states that Kako Creek is navigable through 
Sec. 2, T. 22 N., R. 66 W., SM. However, in these townships (upstream of the navigable 
portion) the gradient is too steep to be navigable. Johnson River is navigable in T. 15 N., 
R. 68 W. according to the interview report in the memo dated 8/29/02. Appendix I of that memo 
states that there are no navigable waters; however, the report was only done for the Native 
Allotment in that township and the river meanders the parcel. Chuilnak River slough in Secs. 8 
and 9, T. 22 N., R. 72 W., was determined navigable in the memo dated 6/13/90. It also runs 
into Secs. 4 and 5, and is navigabldmeanderable in those sections. 

AA-8099-l(2652). AA-10046 (2653), AA-10092 (2653), AA-10183 (2653). AA-10211 (2653). AA-12466 (2653), 
AA-76419 (2653) 



The BLM-Alaska's navigability determinations are based on Federal law of title navigability. 
Title to unreserved lands underlying navigable waters vested in the State at the time of statehood. 
As a general rule, inland waters are navigable if, at the time of statehood, they were used, or 
were susceptible to use, for travel, trade, and commerce. In a memorandum dated March 16, 
1976, Associate Solicitor Hugh C. Gamer summarized the Submerged Lands Act of 1953 (43 
U.S.C. 1301) and Federal case law pertaining to title navigability. The Alaska Submerged Lands 
Act of 1988 P.L.  100-395) provides specific direction regarding navigability determinations and 
survey meanders for land transfers under the Alaska Statehood Act, Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act, and the Native Allotment Act. Additional guidance is provided in Appeal of 
Doyon, Ltd., Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board RLS 76-2,86 LD. 692 (1979) [Kandik and 
Nation Rivers]; A 1 6  v. Unitedstates, 754 F.2d 851 (9& Cir. 1983), cert. denied, 474 U.S. 968 
(1985) [Slopbucket Lake]; Alaska v. Ahtna, Inc., 891 F2d. 1401 (9& Cir. 1989), cert. denied, 495 
U.S. 919 (1990) [Gukana River]; UnitedStates v. Alaska, Original No. 84 (1997) paval  
Petroleum Reserve No. 41, and Alaska v. United States, No. 98-353 10 (9'h Cir. 2000) 
[Kukpowruk River]. 

The previously-issued navigability determinations covering the water bodies in this report area 
are hereby affirmed. Any additional sloughs identified as being within the ordinary high water 
mark of the herein-identified navigable water bodies will be meandered at the time of survey. 

Attachment: 
1) Appendix 
2) Navigability Reports Dated 8-6-86, 6-13-90, 7-17-96, 3-15-01,8-29-02 

Cc: 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining Land and Water 
Navigability Unit 
550 W. 7&Avenue, Suite 1050 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 1-3 579 
Attn: Kathy Atkinson 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Realty Services Section 
550 W. 7&Avenue, Suite 1050A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 -3579 



State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Habitat and Restoration Division 
333 Raspberry Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18-1599 
Ann: Robin Willis 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Water Resources Branch, Region 7 
Ann: Warren Keogh 
101 1 E. Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Rehge Manager 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559-0346 

Calista Corporation 
Ann: Land Department 
601 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Association of Village Council Presidents 
P.O. Box 219 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Russian Mission Native Corporation 
General Delivery 
Russian Mission, Alaska 99657 

Ohog Incorporated 
C/o Traditional Council 
Marshall, AK 99585 

Maserculiq Incorporated 
General Delivery 
Marshall, AK 99585 

Chief Branch of Field Surveys (921) 

Chief, Branch Adjudication I1 (963) 

Anchorage Field Ofice (040) 



Sam Guim (927) 

Rodney Harvey (954C) 
(Electronic Copy) 

Kathy Flippen (927) 



Appendix 

Seward Meridian Alaska 

T. 21 N.. R 64 W. - Slough (mouth in Sec. 21) in Native allotment F-16100, in Secs. 22 and 
27; Tuckers Slough in Sec. 2; northernmost tributary of Tuckers Slough, 
in Sec. 2. (6/13/90)* 

T. 22 N.. R 64 W. - Tuckers Slough navigable through IC'd area, no navigable waters within 
selected area. (6l13190) See also map dated 9/8/83 in case file 
F-14927-EE. 

T. 23 N.. R 64 W. - No navigable waters. (816186) 

T. 21 N.. R 65 W. - Slough, portion in SE%, Sec. 32 navigable. (6113190) See also map dated 
9/8/83 in case file F-14927-EE. 

T. 22 N.. R 65 W. - No navigable waters. (6113190) 

T. 23 N.. R 65 W. - No report done yet; however, memo dated 6/13/90 states that Kako Creek 
is navigable through Sec. 2, T. 22N., R. 66 W. In this township, however, 
the gradient is too steep and river too winding to be navigable. 

T. 18 N.. R 66 W. - Portage slough; stream in Secs. 8,9, 16, 17, 19 and 20, to right bank 
tributary in NE% Sec. 10; portion of stream double-lined on USGS maps 
in Sec. 20 navigable. (6/13/90) See also map dated 9/8/83 in case file 
F-19427-EE. 

T. 19 N.. R 66 W. - Nunvotchuk Lake outlet navigable. (6/13/90) 

T. 20 N.. R 66 W. - Nunvotchuk Lake outlet navigable. (6113190) 

T. 21 N.. R 66 W. - Kako Creek in Secs. 21,28 and 34 navigable. (6113190) Small stream in 
Sec. 25 within NA Cert. 50-96-0410 shown on MTP but not on survey 
plat. 

T. 22 N.. R 66 W. - Water body in Secs. 2, 10, 1 1 ,  14, 15 and 22 is not meandered on survey 
plat, but is navigable per memo dated 6/13/90. Memo does NOT state that 
Kako Creek is navigable in Sec. 27 but it is meandered on the plat. 
(611 3190) 

T. 23 N.. R 66 W. - No report done yet. Memo dated 6/13/90 states that Kako Creek is 
navigable through Sec. 2, T. 22 N., R 66 W. However, in this township, 
gradient is too steep and river too winding to be navigable. 



T. 18 N.. R 67 W. - Portion of stream (mouth in Sec. 23) double-lined on USGS maps in Secs. 
12-14 and 23; tributary of this stream double-lined on USGS maps in 
Secs. 14 and 23; stream in Secs. 22-24 and 28; all portions of stream 
(empties into Thirtytwo Kazyga Slough in Sec. 13, T. 18 N., R. 68 W.), 
double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-7 in Secs. 4, 5, 7,8, 17 and 18; 
stream (heads in small lake in Sec. 30, T. 18 N., R. 66 W.) in Sec. 28; , 

slough along Native allotment F-16363A in Secs. 34 and 35 and slough 
(mouth in Sec. 33, T. 18 N., R. 68 W.,) in Sec. 31 are all navigable. 
Slough of Thirtytwo Kazyga Slough in Sec. 3 and slough heading in 
Yukon River slough in Secs. 29 and 32 and emptying into slough in Sec. 
3 1 are navigable but not meandered on survey plat. (6113190) 

T. 19 N.. R 67 W. - Slough of Thirtytwo Kazyga Slough in Sec. 34 and slough in Native 
allotment F-16094B in Secs. 2, 10 and 11 are navigable. (6113190) 

T. 20 N.. R 67 W. - No navigable waters. (6113190) 

T. 21 N.. R 67 W. - No navigable waters. (6113190 and 7/17/96) 

T. 15 N.. R 68 W, - Johnson River navigable. (8129102) 

T. 17N.. R 68 W. - Slough (mouth in Sec. 33, T. 18 N., R. 68 W.) in Sec. 1 is navigable. 
(6113190) 

T. 18 N.. R 68 W. - Slough (mouth in Sec. 33) in Secs. 33-36; slough (mouth in Sec. 34) in 
Sec. 34; Portion of slough (mouth in NW%NE% Sec. 33) double-lined on 
USGS Russian Mission C-7 in Sec. 33; stream (empties into Thirtytwo 
Kazyzga Slough in Sec. 13) in Sec. 13; slough (mouth in Sec. 26) in Secs. 
24,25 and 26; right bank slough of Yukon River in Sec. 21; portion of 
right bank Yukon River slough doublelined on USGS map in Sec. 23; 
portion of right bank slough of Yukon River double-lined on USGS 
Russian Mission C-8 in Sec. 29 and lake and outlet on right bank of 
Yukon River in Sec. 29 are navigable. (6113190) 

T. 21 N.. R 68 W. - Kuyuktuk River navigable in Secs. 24,25,35 and 36. (6113190) River not 
depicted in Secs. 25, 35 and 36 on MTP or survey plat. 

T. 22 N.. R 68 W. - No navigable waters. (6113190) 

T. 15 N.. R. 69 W. - Johnson River navigable. (6/13/90) 

T. 16 N.. R 69 W. - Johnson River navigable. (6113190 and 8/29/02) 

T. 17 N.. R 69 W. - Stream (mouth in Sec. 19, T. 17 N., R. 70 W.) in Secs. 19-27 and 30; 
portion of left bank tributary double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 



T,20N. .R69W.-  

T. 21 N.. R 69 W. - 

T , 2 2 N . . R 6 9 W . -  

T. 15 N.. R 70 W. - 

T. 16N.. R 70 W. - 

T. 17 N.. R 70 W. - 

in Secs. 19 and 20; portion of right bank tributary double-lined on USGS 
Russian Mission C-8 in Secs. 16, 17,20 and 21; portion of left bank 
tributary double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 in Secs. 21 and 22; 
right bank tributary in Secs. 22 and 23; portion of right bank tributary 
double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 in Secs. 14, 23 and 24 and 
portion of left bank tributary double-lined in Secs. 23,26,27 and 34 are 
navigable. (6113190) 

Weare Dike in Sec. 27; stream (mouth in Sec. 3 1, T. 19 N., R 69 W.) to 
forks in SW%NE% Sec. 6 (portion double-lined on USGS Russian 
Mission C-8); portion of stream or lake in Sec. 3 1 double-lined on USGS 
Russian Mission C-8 and portion of stream or lake in Sec. 19 double-lined 
on USGS Russian Mission C-8 are navigable. (6113190) 

Stream (mouth in Sec. 25, T. 19 N., R. 70 W.) to forks in Sec. 31, its left 
bank tributary in Sec. 31, and its right bank tributary in Secs. 29-32, 
specifically that portion double-lined on USGS maps and part of hook- 
shaped lake in Sec. 30 are navigable. (6113190) 

No navigable waters. (6113190 and 7117196) 

No navigable waters. (6113190 and 7117196) 

Slough double-lined on USGS Russian Mission D-8 in Native allotment 
AA-56223A in Sec. 30; stream through Native allotment F-17243A and F- 
17481B in Secs. 16 and 17 and Kuyuktuk River fronting Native allotments 
F-18102A and F-18101B in Sec. 6 and Native allotment F-18149A in Sec. 
4 and Sec. 8 are navigable. Stream in Secs. 16 and 17 not meandered on 
survey plat. (6113190) 

Johnson River is navigable. (6113190) 

No navigable waters. (6113190) 

All portions of Washburn Slough (mouth in Sec. 11) and its branches 
double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 in Secs. 1,2, 11 and 12; 
portion of left bank tributary double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 
in Secs. 25 and 36; portion of left bank tributary double-lined on USGS 
Marshall C-l in Sec. 3 1; slough single-lined on USGS Marshall C-1 in 
Sec. 19 in Native allotments F-156094 F-18368C, F-17238B, F-17240A 
and F-18191B; and right bank tributary in Secs. 28,29,33 and 34 (not 
meandered on survey plat) are navigable. (6113190) 

Blade Island slough (heads in Sec. 9, T. 17 N., R. 70 W.) in Secs. 33 and 
34 is navigable, but is not meandered on survey plat. (6113190) 



T. 19 N.. R 70 W. - Sloughs double-lined on USGS Russian Mission D-8 and Marshall D-1 in 
Native allotments F-15598B, F-15609C and F-17337A in Secs. 4, 5 and 9; 
sloughs double-lined on USGS Russian Mission C-8 in Native allotments 
F-174814 F-17341A and F-18099A in Sec. 16; stream (mouth in Sec. 25) 
in Secs. 25 and 36; Yukon River slough in Sec. 5; portion of Engineer 
Creek tributary (mouth in Sec. 25) double-lined on USGS Russian 
Mission C-8 in Secs. 25 and 36; and hook shaped lake in NE%, Sec. 25 
(not meandered on survey plat) are navigable. (6113190) 

T. 20 N.. R 70 W. - Sloughs double-lined on USGS Russian Mission D-8 and Marshall D-1 in 
Secs. 32 and 33 and Secs. 4,5 and 9, T. 19 N., R. 70 W., in Native 
allotment F-15598B, F-15609C and F-173374 and Yukon River island 
slough in Sec. 32 and in Sec. 5, T. 19 N., R. 70 W. are navigable. (6113190 
and 71 17196) 

T. 21 N.. R 70 W. - Portion of Wilson Creek in Secs. 35 and 36, double-lined on USGS 
Marshall D-1 map; and slough connecting Yukon River and Poltes Slough 
in Secs. 16, 17,20 and 21 (not meandered on survey plat) are navigable. 
(611 3190) 

T. 22 N.. R 70 W. - Stream (empties into Five Day Slough in Sec. 20) in Secs. 20, 21 and 22; 
tributary of Five Day Slough (mouth in E% Sec. 16 and portion of 
tributary of Five Day Slough double-lined on USGS Kwiguk A-1 in Secs. 
4 ,9  and 10 are navigable. (6113190) 

T. 18 N.. R 71 W. - No navigable waters. (3-15-01 for NA F-15609) 

T. 19 N.. R 71 W. - No navigable waters. (6113190) 

T. 20 N.. R 71 W. - Slough of Owl Creek (mouth in Sec. 8) in Secs. 5 and 8 is navigable but is 
not meandered on the survey plat. (6113190) 

T. 21 N., R 71 W. - Slough of Poltes Slough in Sec. 5 is navigable. (6113190) 

T. 22 N., R 71 W. - Slough of Poltes Slough in Secs. 34-36 and slough in Secs. 28-30 are 
navigable. (6113190) 

T. 21 N.. R 72 W. - No navigable waters. (6113190) 

T. 22 N.. R 72 W. - Yukon River - Chuilnak River slough in Secs. 8 and 9; slough (heads in 
Yukon River in Sec. 28, T. 22 N., R. 71 W., and empties into Yukon River 
in Sec. 23) in Secs. 23 and 24 and branch of Yukon River - Chuilnak 
River slough in Sec. 10 are navigable. (6113190) No memo on Secs. 4 and 
5, which include a regional selection. However, the Chuilnak River 



slough in Secs. 8 and 9 runs through Secs. 4 and 5 and is meandered there 
and in Secs. 19,20 and 29-32, T. 21 N., R. 72 W., SM. 

* Date of previous navigability report in parentheses 
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To: ? b 3 ,  I 
Chief, Branch of Survey Planning and Preparation ($27) . , a t-o , &&?.,98%, l i b )  

-Lsl+ , ~9 ,158 ,d - )5  ) 'Jj.2 
From: Chief, Navigability Section (927) 4 9, iaao 
Subject: Navigable Waters within Survey Group Nos. 140,268, and 284 

Introduction 

This memorandum identifies navigable waters on certain surveyed and unsurveyed lands 
within sixty-six (66) townships, including pending A N C S A - S ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~  and ~nter&-conveyed 
lands within Survey Group Nos. 140,268, and 284 located in the Calista Region. These 
lands, located within the Yukon ~ e l t a  ~ a i o n a l  Wildlife Rehge, encomp&sthinniultiple village 
areas consisting of Atmautluak, Bethel, Kasigluk, Kwethluk, Napakiak, Napaskiak, 
Nunapitchuk, and Oscanille. .The authority to identify navigable waters on selected lands 
rests in the Native Allotment Act, the Alaska Statehood Act, and the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act. 

The Appendix lists the 66 townships addressed by this report. For each township, the 
navigable waters, if any, are identified and previous navigability determinationsare 
referenced. Navigability determinations have been made for all of the townships in the 
Appendix. This document serves to .nfT~rrn those earlier reports. If water bodids are not 
listed in the Appendix, they are non-navigable as they are either landlocked, too short, steep- 
in-gradient, narrow, or shallow for travel, trade and commerce. 



The Appendix lists Kayigyalik Lake as navigable within Secs. 1-4,611, 14-23,26-31, 
and 33-35, T. 11 N., R. 74 W., and Secs. 1 and 12, T. ION., R. 75 W., SewardMeridian, and 
cited the Decision to Approve for Interim Conveyance or Patent P IC)  of July, 25, 1980. 
Although the subject land description was not included in the DIC, a portion of lands 
enconlpassing the navigable lake were included in the decision and a statement that 
Kayigyalik Lake had been determined navigable. 

. .. .. .... ...- - .. ... .- 
The Navigability Determination of May 8,1989, containing navigability infomati?nq'-fcji:@e 
villages of Atmautluak, Kasigluk, Nunapitchuk, Bethel, and ~wethlik,  w i t ' &  fi2viiw- '- -. I : 

area was not used in this rep&. As the subject document identified &avig&ble water bodies I : 

on ANCSA-selected lands based on aerial photo interpretation, we are deferring to the ! i 
' 4  

original navigability determinations which were based on travel, tradk an13 commerce. i i _ _  . . . . .. . . .>,.;: i . ; ?  ; 
I , - % I : ;  , 

Lands within T. 7 N., R. 68 W., Seward Meridian, were not included& thi$iipepdrt: "ThiS 
' 

township will be addresskd at a later date. 

Spelling Discrepancies 

Upon reviewing previous navigability determinations, navigability maps, and USGS 
Quadtangle Maps for two village areas, we found a discrepancy in the spelling of a large lake 
found navigable. The determinations and accompanying navigability maps for the villages of 
Kasigluk and Nunapitchuk referred to the subject navigable water body as Kyigayalik Lake. 
However, the majority of USGS Quadrangle Maps referred to the water body as Kayigyalik 
Lake. We used the Kayigyalik spelling in our Appendix, as this was the correct spelling 
according to the Dictionary of Alaska Place Names (United States Department of the Interior, 
Geological Survey Professional Paper 567). 

We also found a discrepancy in the spelling of a river found navigable within certain lands 
selected by Napakiak and Nunapitchuk. The determination of December 16, 1998, referred 
to the subject waterway as the Kutukhum River. The USGS Quadrangle Maps referred to the 
waterway as the Kutukhun River. We used the Kutukhum spelling in our Appendix, as this 
was the correct spelling according to the Dictionary of Alaska Place Names (United States 
Department of the Interior, Geological Survey Professional Paper 567). 

Survey Information 

Final entitlement survey is scheduled for these lands in FY-2007. Approximately half the 
townships listed in the Appendix have been surveyed. The survey plats have been reviewed 
in accordance with the navigability determinations from previous reports and from the 
ANCSA Sec. 17(b) quadrangles affecting IC'd lands. The survey plats appear to accurately 
depict the navigable water bodies; therefore, no supplemental plats are required. 

In assessing the navigability of inland water bodies, the BLM relies upon Federal 
administrative case law and the advice of the Interior Department's Solicitor's Office. The 
classic definition of navigable waters is found in The Daniel Ball, 77, U.S. (10 Wall.) 557 
(1870). Pertinent DO1 Office of theSolicitor's opinions include Associate SolicitorHugh 
Gamer's memo of March 16, 1976, ("Title to submerged lands for purposds of administering 



ANCSA") and Regional Solicitor John Allen's memo of February 25, 1980 ("Kandik, Nation 
Decision on Navigability"). The agency is also guided by the Submerged Lands Act of 1953 
and the Submerged Lands Act of 1988. 
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Appendix 

Navigable Waters 
Within Lands Encompassing 

Group, Survey Nos. 140,268, and 284 

Seward Meridian. Alaska 

T. 6 N.. R. 67 W. 
Secs. 1-3, 6.7, 10-15. 18, 19, 23-26.29.30. 32, 33, 35, and36 
No navigable waters (12/17/75) 

Secs. 4.5. 8.9, 16. 17.20-22.27.28.31. and 34 (IC 213) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 03/07/79) 

T. 7 N., H. 67 W. 
Secs. 8-10.13-16.21-27. 31, and 34-36 
No navigable waters (12117175) 

Secs. 1-7. 11. 12, 17-20.28-30,32, and 33 (IC 213) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 03/07/79) 

T. 8 N., R. 67 W. 
Secs. 15, 16. and 21-28 
No navigable waters (12/17/75) 

Secs. 5-9, 17-20. and 29-36 (IC 213) 
No navigable waters P I C  of 03/07/79) 

T. 6 N., R. 68 W. 
Secs. 17-21 and 27-34 
No navigable waters (12/17/75) 

Secs. 1-16.22-26.35, and 36 (IC 213) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 03/07/79) 

T. 8 N.. R. 68 W. 
Secs. 1-36 (IC 213) 
No navigable waters P I C  of 03/07/79) 



T. 9 N.. R. 68 W. 
Secs. 22-36 (IC 213) 
Kuskokuak Slough P I C  of 03/07/79) 

T. 5 N.. R. 69 W. 
Sets. 1-3.8-17. and 20 
No navigable waters (02/02/82 as amended 10114182) 

Secs. 4-7. 18. and 19 . 

No navigable waters (02102182 as amended 10115182) 

T. 6 N.. R 69 W. 
Secs. 1-28.30, and 34-36 
No navigable waters (02102182 as amended 10114182) 

Secs. 3 1 and 32 
No navigable waters (02102182 as amended 10115182) 

T. 7 N., R 69 W. 
Secs. 4-10 and 14-36 
No navigable waters (02102182 as amended 10114182) 

Secs. 1-3 and 11-13 (IC 213) 
No navigable waters P I C  of 03107179) 

T. 8 N.. R. 69 W. 
Secs. 1-36 (IC 213) ~5 l4 
Kuskokwim River and Kuskokuak Slough P I C  of 03/07/79) 

05'- 
%?+ 

- 
-Sea. 17.21.22.27. and 28 (IC 790) 
No navigable waters P I C  of 03/07/79) 

T. 9 N., R. 69 W. 
Secs. 25-27 and 34-36 (IC 213) 
Kuskokwim River and Kuskokuak Slough P I C  of 03/07/79) 

T. 5 N.. R. 70 W. 
Secs. 17 and 18 
No navigable waters (02102182 as amended 10114182) 

Secs. 1-3, 10-15. and 19-36 (IC 633) 
No navigable waters (02102182 as amended 10115182) 

Secs. 5-8 (IC 675) 
No navigable waters (02102182 as amended 10114182) 

T. 6 N., R 70 W. 
Secs. 1-36 (IC 675) 
No navigable waters (02102182 as amended 10114182) 



T. 7 N., R. 70 W. 
Secs. 1-36 (IC 675) 
No navigable waters (02102182 as amended 10114182) 

T. 8 N., R. 70 W. 
Secs. 5-8. 17-20. and 29-32 (IC 142) 
Kuskokwim River, Church Slough, and Tupuknuk Slough P I C  of 08130178) 

Secs. 1-4.9-16.21-28. and 33-36 (IC 213) 
Kuskokwim River, Kuskoknak Slough, Church Slough, and Tupuknuk Slough (DIC 
of 03/07/79) 

Sec. (IC 790) 
Kuskokwim River and Kuskokuak Slough (DIC of 03/07/79) 

T. 5 N.. R 71 W. 
Secs.'13-15. 24. and 25 
Eek Lake (02102182 as amended 10114182) 

Secs. 31-36 (IC 633) 
Eek Lake and an unnamed waterway commencing at Eek Lake in Sec. 32 traversing 
southwesterly to the EenayarakRiver in Sec. 18, T. 4 N., R. 72 W., Seward Meridian 
(02102182 as amended 1011 5/82) 

Secs. 2-4 and 9-12 (IC 675) 
Eek Lake (02102182 as amended 10114182) 

T. 6 N.. R 71 W. 
Secs. 1-36 (IC 633) 
Unnamed stream from its mouth at the Kuskokwim River in Sec. 1, T. 6 N.. R. 73 W.. 
Seward Meridian, easterly to the east boundary of Sec. 25, T. 7 N., R. 71 w.,. Seward ' 
Meridian (02102182 as amended 1011 5/82) 

T. 7 N., R. 71 W. 
Secs. 1 INW%NW%) and 2 N31/4NE1/) 
No navigable waters (02102182 as amended 10114182) 

Secs. 8-17.20-26. and 36 (IC 633) 
Kuskokwim River, Napaskiak Slough, Tupuknuk Slough, and an unnamed stream 
Jtom its mouth at the Kuskokwim River in Sec. 1, T. 6 N., R. 73 W., Seward Meridian, 
easterly to the east boundary of Sec. 25, T. 7 N., R. 71 W., Seward Meridian (02102182 as 
amended 1011 5182) 

Secs. 1-7, 18, 19, and 27-35 (IC 675) 
Kuskokwim River, Napaskiak Slough, Tupuknuk Slough, and an unnamed stream 
fiom its mouth at the Kuskokwim River in Sec. 1, T. 6 N., R. 73 W., Seward Meridian, 
easterly to the east boundary of Sec. 25, T. 7 N., R. 71 W., Seward Meridian (02102182 as 
amended 1011 4182) 
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4 
T. 8 N., R. 71 W. G > \ 593 \To ' ,, 

Secs. 1-7 and 9-36 (IC 142) obL  
a\ 3 6 4 , ' 3 ~ ~  ' 

Kuskokwim River, Tupuknuk Slough, Steamboat Slough, and Straight Slough (DIC I I q", 133' 
of 08/30/78) 

Secs. 9. 10. 18.25.35. and 36 IIC 851) 
Kuskokwim River and Tupuknuk Slough @IC of 09/19/83 as anlended 11/01/83) 

S e c . ( I C  1199) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 05122186) 

Set. (IC 1203) 
No navigable waters P I C  of 05122186 as amended 06/17/86) 

T. 5 N., R. 72 W. , c n  r- ' J 
Secs. 1-36 (IC 633) 

~ c > l t  'I"q, 
Eek-Eenayarak-Kuskokwim Portage (02/02182 as amended 10115182) 

o'/l , 7? i  r r  

T. 6 N., R. 72 W. 
SWS. 1-36 (IC 633) 
Kuskokwim River, Eek-Eenayarak-Kuskokwim Portage, and an unnamed stream 
fiom its mouth at tlie Kuskokwim River in Sec. 1, T. 6 N., R. 73 W., easterly to the east 
boundary of Sec. 25, T. 7 N., R. 71 W., Seward Meridian (02/02/82 as amended 
10115182) ' 

T. 7 N., R 72 W. 
Secs. 1-4.8-10, 16, and 17 ~ $ 1 4  \ 5 +  #a1? 
Kuskokwim River (01l25182 as amended 10126182) 05, 1342 

Secs. 5-7.11-15. and 18-36 (IC 616) 
Kuskokwim River and an unnamed stream £tom its mouth at the Kuskokwim River in 
Sec. 1, T. 6 N., R. 73 W., easterly to the east boundary of Sec. 25, T. 7 N., R. 71 W., 
Seward Meridian (01125182 as amended 10/26182) 

Sec. (IC 669) 
Kuskokwim River (01/25/82 as amended 10126182) 

Secs. 17 and 20 (IC 784) 
Kuskokwim River (01125182 as amended 10126/82) 

T. 8 N., R. 72 W. 
Secs. 1-36 (IC 142) fis 1593 
No navigable waters P I C  of 08/30178) 

~ 5 I . l  4'94 
Secs. 14 and 15 (IC 1201) o S ~  a 3 0 , 9 6 3  
No navigable waters (DIC of 05/22/86) 

Sec. (IC 1203) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 05/22/86 as amended 06/17/86) 



Secs. 11 and 14 (IC 1418) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 09/22/88) 

Sec. (IC 1476) 
No navigable waters (DIC of 07/16/90) 

T. 9 N.. R. 72 W. 
Secs. 3-10. 15-22. and 27-33 (IC 448) 
Kongeruk ~iver(05/28/81) ' 

Secs. 34 and 35 (IC 616) 
No navigable waters (01125/82 as amended 10/26/82) 

T. 10 N., R. 72 W. 
Secs. 3-10, 15-22, and 27-34 (IC 448) 
Pikmiktalik River ( 0 5 1 2 E )  

T. 11 N., R 72 W. 
Secs. 3-9. 15-22.27, and 28 
Pikmiktalik River (05128181) 

Secs. 29-34 (IC 448) 
Pikmiktalik River (05128181) 

T. 5 N.. R. 73 W. 
Secs. 19-36 
No navigable waters (01125/82 as amended 10126182) 

Secs. 1-18 (IC 633) 
Lomavik Slough (02102182 as amended 10/15182) 

T. 6 N., R. 73 W. 
Secs. 1-4. 9-24.29, and 30 
Kuskoloi.im River, Lomavik Slough, unnamed stream from its mouth at the 
Kuskokwim River in Sec. 1, T. 6 N., R. 73 W., easterly to the east boundary of Sec. 25, 
T. 7 N., R. 71 W., Seward Meridian, and Eek-Eenayarak-Kuskokwim Portage 
(01125182 as amended 10/26182, and easement map Baird Inlet C-1 dated 01/05/83) 

Secs. 5 and 6 (IC 616) 
Kuskokwim River (01125182 as amended 10126182) 

Secs. 25-28 and 31-36 (IC 633) 
Lomavik Slough and Eek-Eenayarak-Kuskokwim Portage (02102/82 as amended 
10115/82) 

T. 7 N., R 73 W. 
Sec. 27 [Lot 4, U.S. Survev No. 118391 
Kuskokwim River (01125182 as amended 10126/82) 



Secs. 1-36 (IC 616) 
Kuskokwim River, Johnson River, and Kongeruk River (01125182 as amended 

T. 8 N.. R. 73 W. 
Secs. 10 and 11 
Unnamed slough and lake system from Sec. 5, T. 8 N., R. 73 W., northerly, then 
easterly, then southerly to the Kongeruk River in Sec. 15, T. 8 N., R. 73 W., Seward 
Meridian (01125182 as amended 10126182) 

Secs. 4-8 (IC 448) 
Kongeruk River, unnamed slough and lake system from the Pikmiktalik River in 
Sec. 1, T. 8 N., R. 74 W., to its confluence with the Kongeruk River in Sec. 29, T. 8 N., 
R. 73 W., Seward Meridian, and an unnamed slough and lake system fTom Sec. 5, 
T. 8 N., R. 73 W., downstream to the Kongeruk River's confluence with the Johnson 
River in Sec. 6, T. 7 N., R. 73 W., Seward Meridian (05128181) 

Secs. 1-3 and 9-36 (IC 616) 
Johnson River, Kongeruk River, unnamed slough and lake system from the 
PikmiktalikRiver in Sec. 1, T. 8 N., R. 74 W., northerly, then southerly to its confluence 
with the Kongeruk River in Sec. 29, T. 8 N., R. 73 W., Seward Meridian, and an 
unnamed lake and slough system &om Sec. 5, T. 8 N., R. 73 W., northerly, then 
easterly, then southerly to the Kongeruk River in Sec. 15, T. 8 N., R. 73 W., Seward 
Meridian (01125182 as amended 10126182) 

T. 9 N.. R. 73 W. 
L17 1' 

,,,, a sb, L&S , labq , la 7 0  
Secs. 1-36 (IC 448) 
Johnson River, Pikmiktalik River, unnamed slough and lake system from the 
Pilaniktalik River in Sec. 1, T. 8 N., R. 74 W., to its confluence with the Kongeruk River 
in Sec. 29, T. 8 N., R. 73 W., Seward Meridian, and an unnamed 1ake.system between 
the Johnson and Pikmiktalik Rivers within Secs. 7, 8, 17-19,20,21, and 27-33, T. 9 N., 
R. 73 W., Seward Meridian (05128181) 

T. 10 N.. R. 73 W. 
Secs. 19 and 29-32 
Pikmiktalik River and an unnamed lake system between Nunavakanukakslak Lake and 
the Johnson River in Sec. 31, T. 10 N., R. 7 i  W., Seward Meridian (05122180 as amended 
03/10/82) 

Secs. 1-18.20-28. and 33-36 (IC 448) 
Pikmiktalik River and an unnamed slough and lake system joining the Pilrmiktalik 
River in Secs. 4 and 8, T. 10 N., R. 73 W., Seward Meridian (05128181) 

T. 11 N.. R 73 W. 
Secs. 1-24 
Johnson River, Pikmiktalik River, and'an unnamed slough and lake system between 
the Johnson and Pitraiktalik Rivers joining the Pikmiktalik River in Sec. 24, T. 11 N., 
R. 73 W., Seward Meridian (05128181) 



Secs. 25-36 (IC 448) 
Pikmiktalik River and an unnamed slough and lake system between the Johnson and 
Pikmiktalik Rivers (0512818 1) 

T. 5 N.. R. 74 W. 
Secs. 5.7, 8. 17-19.23-27, and 33-36 
Kuskokwim River (01125182 as amended 10126182) 

Secs. 1.2. 6. and 11-14 (IC 616) 
Kuskokwim River and Lomavik Slough (01125182 as amended 10126182) 

T. 6 N., R. 74 W. 
Secs. 2-5. 8. 17.20.29, and 32 
Kuskokwim River (01125182 as amended 10126182) 

Sec. 1, 6.7.9-12. 15. 16. 18. 19.21.24-26.28.30.31,33,35. and36 (IC 616) 
Kuskokwim River and Lomavik Slough (01125182 as amended 10126182) 

T. 7 N.. R. 74 W. 
Secs. 34-36 
Interconnecting slough of the Kuskokwim/Johnson Rivers (01125182 as amended 

Secs. 1-33 (IC 616) 
Johnson River (01125182 as amended 10126182) 

T. 8 N.. R 74 W. 
Secs. 1-4. 9-12. 14-16. and 21-23 (IC 448) 
Johnson River, Pikrpiktalik River, unnamed slough and lake system fiom the 
Pikmiktalik River in Sec. 1, T. 8 N., R. 74 W., northerly, then southerly to its confluence 
with the Kongeruk River in Sec. 29, T. 8 N., R. 73 W., Seward ~ e r i d i i ,  and an 
unnamed lake system between the Johnson and Pikmiktalik Rivers in Secs. 2, 3,4, 
and 10, T. 8 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian (05128181) 

Secs. 5-8 and 17-20 (IC 485) 
Johnson River (05122180 as amended 03110182) 

Secs. 13 and 24-36 (IC 616) 
Johnson River and Pikmiktalik River (01125182 as amended 10126182) 

T. 9 N., R. 74 W. ~ 5 1 4  . 120, 
Secs. 1-36 (IC 485) OsL b&tr '?g8 ,  
Johnson River, Pikmiktalik River, unnamed s l o u ~ h  flowine, from an unnamed lake in 
Sec. 31, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., to it8 confluence with ~ ~ h s o n  River in Secs. 16 and 17, 
T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian, unnamed slough flowing kom Nunavakanukakslak 
Lake in Sec. 28, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., to its confluence with an unnamed slough near the 
village of Nunapitchuk in Sec. 5, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian, unnamed slough 
(canal) and lake system from the unnamed slough near the village ofNunapitchuk in 
Sec. 6, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian, to its confluence with the 'Johnson River at 



the village of Kasigluk, and an unnamed lake system between Nunavakanukakslak Lake 
and the Johnson River in Secs. 1-3, 10-15,23-26, and 36, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward 
Meridian (05/22/80 as amended 03/10/82) 

T. 10 N., R 74 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2 
~unavakanukakslak Lake (05/22/80 as amended 03/10/82) 

S~CS. 3-36 (IC 485) 
Nunavakanukakslak Lake, unnamed lake in Secs. 4-8 and 18, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., 
Seward Meridian, unnamed slough flowing from unnamed lake in Sec. 7 to its 
confluence with the Johnson River in Sec. 17, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian, 
unnamed lake in Secs. 19,20, and 29-32, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian, 
unnamed slough flowing from unnamed lake in Sec. 31, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., to its 
confluence with the Johnson River in Secs. 16 and 17, T. 9 N., R. 74 W.. Seward 
Meridian, unnamed slough flowing from ~unavakanukakslak Lake in ~ e c .  28, T. 10 N., 
R. 74 W., to its confluence with unnamed slough near the village of Nunauitchuk in 
Sec. 5, T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian, unnamed lake system between 
Nanavakapukakslak Lake and JohnsonRiver in Secs. 34-36, T. 10 N., R. 74 W., Seward 
Meridian, and an unnamed slough and lake system in Secs. 16, 17,20,21,28 and 29, 
T. 10 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian (05/22/80 as amended 03/10/82) 

T. 11 N., R 74 W. 
SWS. 1-4.6-11. 14-23.26-31. and 33-35 
Kayfgyalik Lake and Johnson River P I C  of 07/25/80) 

Secs. 13 and 24 
Johnson River (05/28/81.) 

Secs. 25 and 36 (IC 448) 
Johnson River and an unnamed slough and lake system between Johnson and 
PikmiktalikRivers joining Johnson River in Sec. 25, T. 11 N., R. 74 W., Seward 
Meridian (05128181) 

T. 7 N.. R. 75 w. 
Secs. 1-36 (IC 485) 
No navigable waters (05/22/80 as amended 03/10/82) 

T. 8 N., R 75 W. 
-. 

No navigable waters (05/22/80 as amended 03/10/82) 

Secs. 1-5.8-17, and 20-36 (IC 485) 
Nunavakpak Lake and unnamed slough and lake within Secs. 3-5, 9, and 10, T. 8 N., 
R. 75 W., Seward Meridian (05/22/80 as amended 03/10/82) 



-. 

T. 9 N., R 75 W. 
05'- I I l* Secs. 2-12. 14-28, and 34-36 (IC 595) 

Nunavakpak Lake, Johnson River, unnamed slough and lake system flowing from 
Kayigyalik Lake to its confluence with the Johnson River at Kasigluk (traverses Secs. 2, 
3, and l l ) ,  and an unnamed slough (canal) and lake system fiom the unnamed slough 
near the village of Nunapitchuk to its confluence with Johnson River at the village of 
Kasigluk (05126181) 

Secs. 1 and 13 (IC 678) 
Johnson River, unnamed slough and lake system in Sec. 1, T. 9 N., R. 75 W., Seward 
Meridian, and an unnamed slough (canal) and lake system fiom the unnamed slough 
near the village of Nunapitchuk to its confluence with Johnson River at the village of 
Kasigluk (0512618 1) 

T. 10 N., R. 75 W. 
Secs. 1 and 12 
Kayigyalik Lake P I C  of 07/25/80) 

Kayigyalik Lake and an unnamed slough and lake system flowing fiomKayipyalik 
Lake to its confluence with JohnsonRiver at Kasigluk (05126181) 

Secs. 6-9.13. 14. and 16-36 (IC 595) 
Kayigyalik Lake, Johnson River, unnamed slough and lake system from just noflli of 
the abandoned site ofNunachuk in Sec. 22, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., upstream to where it 
flows fiom Nunavakpak Lake in Sec. 28, T. 9 N., R. 76 W., Seward Meridian, unnamed 
slough and lake system flowing from Kayigyalik Lake to its confluence with Johnson 
River at Kasigluk, unnamed slough and lake system lying between the aforementioned 
unnamed slough and Johnson River in Secs. 14,21-23,25-28,34, and 35, T. 10 N., 
R 75 W., Seward Meridian, and an unnamed slough and lake system in Secs. 25 
and 36, T. 10 N., R. 75 W., Seward Meridian (05126181) 

T. 11 N.. R. 75 W. 
Secs. 4-8. 14-18.24.25, and 36 
Kayigyalik Lake P I C  of 07/25/80) 

Secs. 19-23 and 28-32 
Kayigyalik Lake (05126181) 

T. 6 N., R. 76 W. 
Secs. 4-9. 16-22, and 27-34 
Kutukhum River in Secs. 16.22, and 27 and ribht bank tributarv of Kutukhum River . . - 
from its mouth in Sec. 22 to where it merges with a lake in Sec. 21, T. 6 N., R. 76 W., 
Seward Meridian (12116198) 



T. 7 N.. R 76 W. 
Secs. 28-36 
Kutukhum River in Sew. 28,29, and 31-34 to its juncture with the right and left bank 
tributaries in Sec. 31, T. 7 N., R. 76 W., SewardMeridian (12116198) 

Secs. 1-27 (IC 485) 
Unnamed slough beginning in Sec. 1, T. 7 N., R. 76 W., flowing into Nunavakpak Lake 
in Sec. 26, T. 8 N., R. 76 W., Seward Meridian (05122180 as amended 03110182) 

T. 8 N., R 76 W. 
Secs. 19.20. and 25-36 (IC 485) 
Nunavakpak Lake and unnamed slough beginning in Sec. 1, T. 7 N., R. 76 W., flowing 
into NunavalrpaE: Lake in Sec. 26, T. 8 N., R. 76 W., Seward Meridian (05122180 as 
amended 03110182) 

T. 9 N.,.R 76 W. 
Secs. 1-24 and 27-33 (IC 595) 
NunavakpakLake and unnamed slough and lake system from Sec. 22, T. 10 N., 
R. 75 W.. upstream to where it flows from Nunavakuak Lake in Sec. 28, T. 9 N., 

T. .10 N.. R. 76 W. 
Secs. 1-36 (IC 595) 
Unnamed slough and lake systemf?om Sec. 22, T. 10 N., R 75 W., upstream to where 
it flows fiom~&avakpak ~ a k e  in Sec. 28, T. 9 N., R. 76 W., ~eward Meridian 
(05126181) 

T. 11 N., R 76 W. 
Secs. 1.2, and 11-14 
No navigable waters (05122180 as amended 03110182) 

Secs. 19-36 
No navigable waters (05126181) 

T. 6 N.. R 77 W. 
Secs. 1-36 
Meroyuk River in Secs. 5,6, 8, 16,17,21,22,27,28,34, and 35 and its right bank 
tributary in Sec. 6, T. 6 N., R. 77 W., Seward Meridian (12116198) 

T. 7 N., R 77 W. 
Secs. 1-36 
Meroyuk River and its left and right bank tributaries in Sec. 31, T. 7 N., R. 77 W., 
Seward Meridian (12116198) 

T. 8 N.. R. 77 W. 
Secs. 35 and 36 
No navigable waters (05126181) 



Secs. 3-11 and 13-34 (IC 595) 
Nunavakpak Lake (05126181) 

T. 9 N., R. 77 W. 
Secs. 4-9, 16-21. and 28-33 
No navigable waters (05126181) 

Secs. 1-3.10-15.22-27. and 34-36 (IC 595) 
No navigable waters (05/26181) 

T. 10 N.. R 77 W. 
Secs. 3-10. 16-21.23. and 26-33 
No navigable waters (0512618 1) 

Secs. 1.2. 11-15.22-27. and 34-36 (IC 595) 
No navigable waters (05126181) 

T. 11 N., R 77 W. 
Secs. 7.9, and 13-36 
No navigable waters (05126181) 

T. 6 N., R. 78 W. 
Secs. 1-3. 9-16. 21-28. and 33-36 
No navigable waters (01125182~ amended 10126182) 

T. 9 N., R. 78 W. 
Secs. 1-3, 10-15, and 22-27 
No navigable waters (05/22180 as amended 03110182) 

Secs. 4-9, 16-21. and 28-30. 
No navigable waters (05128181) 

T. 10 N., R. 78 W. 
Secs. 1-18.22-27. and 34-36 
No navigable waters (05122/80 as amended 03110182) 

Secs. 19-21 and 28-33 
No navigable waters (05128181) 

T. 11 N.. R. 78 W. 
Secs. 1-36 
No navigable waters (05122180 as amended 03110182) 

T. 12 N.. R. 78 IV. 
Secs. 25-36 
No navigable waters (05122180 as amended 03110182) 



T. 9 N.. R 79 W. 
Secs. 1-29 
No navigable waters (05128181) 

T. 10 N.. R 79 W. 
S~CS.  19-36 
No navigable waters (05128181) 

T. 9 N., R 80 W. 
Secs. 1.12, and 13 
No navigable waters (05128181) 

T. 10 N., R 80 W. 
S ~ S .  21-28 and 33-36 
No navigable waters (05128181) 
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Attachment 55 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Kasigluk, Incorporated 
P.O. Box 39 
Kasigluk, Alaska 99609 

Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
30 1 Calista Court, Suite A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-3028 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Realty, Mail Stop 211 
Chief, Branch of Operations 
10 11 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

NOTICE 

F-14873-EE (75.4) 
F-14873-A (2651) 
F-14873.A2 (2651) 
(964) sjclvkm 

: F-14873-A, F-14873-A2 
: ANCSA Sec. 12(a) and 12(b) 
: Village Selections 

: Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 

Notice of Proposed Easement Recommendations and 
Request for Easement Nominations on Land Selected by Kasigluk, Incorporated 

Pursuant to Departmental Regulation 43 CFR 2650-4.7, notice is hereby provided of public easements 
identified on land selected by Kasigluk, Incorporated near the Native village of Kasigluk. 

The Bureau of Land  management (BLM) is also requesting easement nominations pursuant to 
Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) for the land described below. 

Subject to valid existing rights, the following land, selected under Sec.12 of ANCSA will be conveyed 
in the future to Kasigluk, Incorporated on behalf of the Native village of Kasigluk. The land desc~ibed 
below has been prioritized by Kasigluk, Incorporated as priorities I through 120 and is intended to take 
the village corporation to fill1 ANCSA entitlement for Sec. 12(a) and to the ful l  Sec. 12(b) reallocation. 



Seward Meridian, Alaska 

T. 7 N., R.77 W. 
Secs. 1 through 36, inclusive. 

T. 8 N., R.77 W. 
Secs. 11 and 13; 
Secs. 35 and 36. 

T. 9 N., R. 77 W. 
Secs. 4 through 9, inclusive; 
Secs. 16 through 21, inclusive; 
Secs. 28 through 33, inclusive. 

T. 10 N., R. 77 W. 
Secs. 3 through 10, inclusive; 
Secs. 16 thro&h 21, inclusive; 
Secs. 28 through 33, inclusive. 

T. 11 N., R. 75 W. 
Secs. 19 through 23, inclusive; 
Secs. 26 through 32, inclusive. 

T. 11 N.,R. 76 W. 
Secs. 9 and 10; 
Secs. 15 through 36, inclusive. 

T .  11 N.. R. 77 W. 
Secs. 7 through 11, inclusive; 
Secs. 13 through 36, inclusive. 

MAJOR WATERWAYS: 

The following water bodies were determined to be major water bodies under the criteria set forth 
in 43 CFR 2650.0-5(2)(0): 

The Meroyuk River and the Pikmiktalkik River were determined to be major throughout the 
withdrawal for Kasigluk. These rivers provide the primary inter-village surface transport 
routes between neighboring villages, to public waterways and to public lands. They are used 
by visitors to the villages as well as the local inhabitants for inter-village travel, movement of 
supplies and equipment and the gathering of resources. 

For any other water bodies to be nominated for consideration, an assessment must be made in 
writing of the uses and purpose and must meet the criteria identified in 
43 CFR 2650.0-5(2)(0). Consideration will be given to comments which are timely submitted 
and accompanied by written justification. 



43 CFR 2650.0-5(2)(0). Consideration will be given to comments which are timely submitted 
and accompanied by written justification. 

p 

There are no easements recommended to be reserved in the land described above. 

The easement maps reflect the current status of easements. Only those easements recommended 
for inclusion in the conveyance document are shown on the easement maps. Please recommend 
easements you believe should be reserved in the conveyance document by drawing them on the 
enclosed maps and completing the enclosed justification statement form. 

This notice does not cover granted rights-of-way of record. 

Written comments and recommendations must be filed with the Deputy State Director of Conveyance 
Management, Alaska State Ofice, 222 W. 7th Avenue, Box 13, An horage, Alaska 99513, 
ATTENTION: Stephanie Clusiau, no later than HW 0 a b  

Your recommendations should identify the serial number of the application. If you have any questions, 
please contact Stephanie Clusiau at 1-907-271-3152. 

/s/u- 
K.J. Mushovic 
Easement Coordinator 

4 -Attachments: 
1 -Easement and Navigability Legend 
2 -Justification Statement Form 
3 - Master Title Plats 
4 - Easement quads: 

Marshall A-I. Baird Inlet D-3 and D-4 

Copies furnished to: 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 
(with attachments) 



State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Division of Sport Fish 
Attn: Ellen Simpson 
333 Raspberry Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-1599 
(with attachments) 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Sandra J. Singer, Realty Services Section 
550 West Seventh Avenue. SuitelOSOA 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 
(with attachments) 

Easement Reading file (964) 

K J Mushovic (964) 

Pat Moreno (961) 

Kay Erben (964) 
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\ Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504 
http://www.blm.gov/ak 

RECEIVED a?JT 
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AUG 72001 
F-14835-EE (75.4) 
F-14835-A (2651) 
F-14835-A2 (2651) 
(964) sjdvkrn 

CERTIF~ED MAIL AU6 0 6 2007 
RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

NOTICE 

Atmautluak Limited 
P.O. Box 6548 
Atmautluak, Alaska 99559 

Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
301 Calista Court, Suite A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-3028 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Realty, Mail Stop 21 1 
Chief, Branch of Operations 
101 1 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage. Alaska 99503 

: F-14835-A, F-14835-A2 
: ANCSA See. 12(a) and 12(b) 
: Village Selections 

: Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 

Notice of Prowsed Easement Recommendations and 
Recluest for Easement Nominations on Land Selected bv Atmautluak Limited 

Pursuant to Departmental Regulation 43 CFR 2650-4.7, notice is hereby provided of public easements 
identified on land selected by Atmautluak Limited near the Native village of Atmautluak. 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is also requesting easement nominations pursuant to 
Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) for the land described below. 

Subject to valid existing rights, the following land, selected under Sec.12 of ANCSA will be conveyed 
in the future to Atmautluak Limited on behalf of the Native village of Atmautluak The land described 
below have been prioritized by Atmautluak Limited and is intended to take the village corporation to full 
ANCSA entitlement. 



Seward Meridian. Alaska 

T. 11 N.. R. 72 W. 
Secs. 3 through 9, inclusive; 
Secs. 15 through 22, inclusive; 
Secs. 27 and 28. 

T. 11 N.. R. 73 W. 
Secs. 1 through 24, inclusive. 

1 
T. 11 N.. R. 74 w. 
Secs. 13 and 24. 

I 
9 N.. R.78 W. 
Secs. 4 through 9, inclusive: 
Secs. 16, 17, and 18. 

T. 10 N.. R. 78 W. 
Secs. 19.20 and 21; 
Secs. 28 through 33, inclusive. 

T. 9 N.. R.79 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2; 
Secs. 7 through 18, inclusive. 

T. 10 N.. R. 79 W. 
Secs. 24,25 and 36. 

T. 9 N.. R.80 W. 
Secs. 12 and 13. 

MAJOR WATERWAYS: - 
The following water bodies were determined to be major water bodies under the criteria set forth 
in 43 CFR 2650.0-5(2)(0): 

The Johnson River and the Pikmiktalik River were determined to be major throughout the 
withdmwal for Atrnautluak. These rivers provide the primary inter-village surface transport 
mutes between neighboring villages, to public waterways and to public lands. They are used 
by visitors to the villages as well as the local inhabitants for inter-village travel, movement of 
supplies and equipment and the gathering of nsources. 

For any other water bodies to be nominated for consideration, arl assessment must be made in 
writing of the uses and purpose and must meet the criteria identified in 



EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: 

There arc no easements recommended to be rcserved in the land described above. 

EASEMENT MAPS: 

The easement maps reflect the current status of casements. Only those easements recommended 
for inclusion in the conveyance document are shown on the easement maps. Please recommend 
easements you believe sho~ild be reserved in the conveyance document by drawing them on the 
enclosed maps and completing the enclosed justification statement form. 

This notice does not cover granted rights-of-way of record. 

Written comments and recommendations must be filed with the Deputy State Director of Conveyance 
Management, Alaska State Office, 222 W. 7th Avenue, Box 13 Ancho age, Alaska 99513, 
ATTENTION: Stephanie Clusiau, no later than ~ n ' r b  a& 

Your recommendations should identify the serial number of the application. If you have any questions, 
please contact Stephanie Clusiau at 1-907-271-3152. 

K J Mushovic 
Easement Coordinator 

4 -Attachments: 
1 -Easement and Navigability Legend 
2 - Justification Statement Form 
3 - Master Title Plats 
4 - Easement quads: 

Baird Inlet C-2, C-3, D-2, D-3 
Marshall A-2 and A-3 

Copy furnished to: 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 
(with attachments) 



State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Division of Sport Fish 
Attn: Ellen Simpson 
333 Raspberry Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 9951 8-1599 
(with attachments) 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Sandra J. Singer, Realty Services Section 
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite1050A 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3579 
(with attachments) 

Easement Reading file (964) 

K J Mushovic (964) 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU O F  LAND MANAGEMENT 

Alaska State Office 
222 West Sevcnth Avenue, #I3 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 13-7504 

Iittp://www.bl~n.gov/ak 

Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 57 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Nunapitchuk Limited 
P.O. Box 129 
Nunapitchuk, Alaska 99641 

NOTICE 

: F-14914-A,F-14914-A2 
: ANCSA Sec. 12(a) and 12(b) 
: Village Selections 

Calista Corporation 
Attn: Land Department 
301 Calista Court, Suite A 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18-3028 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Realty, Mail Stop 21 1 
Chief, Branch of Operations 
101 1 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

: Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 

Pursuant to Departmental Regulation 43 CFR 2650-4.7, notice is hereby provided of public easements 
identified on lalid selected by Nunapitchuk Limited near the Native village of Nunapitch~~k. 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is also requesting easement nominations pursuant to 
Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlelile~it Act (ANCSA) for the land described below 

Subject to valid existing rights, the following land, selected under Sec. I2 of ANCSA will be conveyed 
in the future to Nunapitchok Limited on behalf of the Natike village of Nunapitchuk The land described 
below l ~ a s  been prioritized by Nunapitchuk Limited and is intended to take the village corporation to full 
ANCSA entitlcme~it. 



Seward Meridian, Alaska 

T. 10 N., R. 73 W. 
Sec. 19; 
Secs. 29 through 32, inclusive. 

T. 10 N., R. 74 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2. 

T. 10 N., R. 75 W. 
Secs. 1 and 12. 

T. 11 N., R. 75 W. 
Secs. 5 , 7  and 8; 
Secs. 17 and 18. 

T. 7 N.. R. 76 W. 
Secs. 28 through 36, inclusive. 

T. 11 N.. R. 76 W. 
Secs. 1 and 2; 
Secs. 11 through 14, inclusive. 

T. 9 N.. R. 78 W. 
Secs. 1 , 2  and 3; 
Secs. 10 through 15, inclusive; 
Secs. 22 through 27, inclusive. 

T. 10 N., R. 78 W. 
Secs. 1 through 18, inclusive; 
Secs. 22 through 27, inclusive; 
Secs. 34,35 and 36. 

T. 11 N., R. 78 W. 
Secs. 1 through 36, inclusive. 

MAJOR WATERWAYS: 

The following water bodies were detennilicd to be major water bodies imder the criteria set forth 
in 43 CFR 2650.0-5(2)(0): 

The Johnson River and the Pikmiktalik River were determined to be major throughout the 
withdrawal for Nunapitchuk. These rivers provide the primary inter-village surface transport 
routes between neighboring villages, to p ~ ~ b l i c  waterways and to public lands. They are used 
by visitors to the villages as well as the local inhabitants for inter-village travel, movement of 
supplies and equipment and the gathering of resources. 



For any other water bodies to be nominated for consideration, an assessment must be made in 
writing of the uses and purpose and must meet the criteria identified in 
43 CFR 2650.0-5(2)(0). Consideration will be given to comments which are timely submitted 
and accompanied by written justification. 

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: 

There are no casements recommended to be reserved in the land described above. 

EASEMENT MAPS: 

The easement maps reflect the current status of easements. Only those easements recommended 
for inclusion in the conveyance document are shown on the easement maps. Please recommend 
easements you believe should be resewed in the conveyance document by drawing them on the 
enclosed maps and completing the enclosed justification statement form. 

This notice docs not cover granted rights-of-way of record. 

Written comments and recommendations must be filed with the Deputy State Director of Conveyance 
Management, Alaska State Office, 222 W. 7th Avenue, Box 13, Anchorage, Alaska 995 13, 
ATTENTION: Stephanie Clusiau, no later than F!OV 2 1 

Your recommendations should identify the serial number of the application. If you have any questions, 
please contact Stephanie Clusiau at 1-907-271-3152. 

# K' P0lkt;io~ic 

K J Mushovic 
Easement Coordinator 

4 -Attachments: 
1 - Easement atid Navigability Legend 
2 -Justification Statement Form 
3 - Master Title Plats 
4 - Easement quads: 

Marshall A-1, A-2, A-3, A-4 
Baird Inlet D-1, D-2, D-3, D-4 
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Anchorage, Alaska 99501-35; 
(with attachments) 
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Johnson River System 
Interim Summary Report 

Attachment 58 

Baird Inlet-FY2001 
Marshall-FY2001 
Russian Mission-A'2001 
2628 (924) 

March 21,2001 

To: Files 

From: Laura Lagstrom, Navigable Water Specialist AK9.24 

Subject: Interviews for Nunapitchuk Window, 2001 

Israthorak Creek, known as "Elaiq" pronounced "Ill'lii'yaq" in the Yupik dialect by villagers I 

interviewed from Akiachak and Atmautluak. It was spelled "Elaiq" in a historical place BIA 
field exam. 

Upper Mouth in Sec. 11, T. 14 N., R. 64 W:, SM. 
Lower Mouth in Sec. 27, T. 13 N., R. 70 W., SM. 

Twelve Native allotment applications abut or straddle Israthorak Creek in the survey window. 
Ten lie within the first 10 miles of its lower mouth and the remaining two near miles 52 and 60 
(approximate estimates) 

Roland Nose at 825-4753 - Akiachak, Alaska; Noses' allotment is located in Secs. 34-35, T. 14 
N., R. 67 W., SM.,(mile 52 approx.) Case file F-19236. 

Brian Latham, his son-in-law interpreted for Roland. Roland has gone to his allotment by boat 
sometimes in the spring but mainly in the fall. He uses a larger boat on Kuskokwim and Gweek 
Rivers and then transfers to a smaller Lund with a 15-horsepower motor to boat through a little 
creek and pond. In winter he sometimes pulled a bigger boat over by snow machine. In the past, 
he pulled the boat by hand. Roland said when he returned to Akiachak in the fall could carry 
1,000 pounds, but it was difficult. Roland said Elaiq was deep in the spring but a little shallower 
in the fall. Near his allotment during the spring and fall, it is 12' - 24' wide. 

Nose does not reach his allotment through the Johnson and Pikmiktalik Rivers because of the 
distance and cost. He reaches the Eliaq river in the spring and fall by boating through a little 



creek and a pond off Gweek River. There is a mud house along the creek that he believes belongs 
to Nelson Nose of Kwethluk. He drags his boats over to a pond. He said nobody else boats this 
route except those by snowmachine in the winter. He believes Israthorak Creek to be wide and 
deep to Demantle's allotment that lies a few miles upstream. 

Joseph Demantle Sr., Tuluksak, Alaska, Home Phone 695-6615; Demantle's allotment is 
located in Sec. 21, T. 14 N., R. 66 W., SM.,(mile 60 approx.) BLM Case file F-19183. 

Demantle said the creek that flows through his allotment is locally known as "Elaiq" which he 
pronounced, "Ill-lie-yuk." Between 1930-50 when he traveled to his allotment by dog team m 
the spring, he used to bring a 20' wooden boat munted with either a four or eight horsepower 
outboard motor and several canoes. After the ice has melted off the rivers and lakes, he would 
travel down the river by boat. His load included up to six people, their dogs, camping gear and at 
tirnes several loaded canoes tied together. 

He believes the creek to be boatable from spring break up or as early as mid May through freeze- 
up or near the &st of October. His estimates of the river's depths are as follows: 
Spring - four feet to very deep; 
Summer - some areas four to five feet; 
Fall - five to six feet deep. 

He believes that from 1970 on no one has reached his allotment by boat because of all the beaver 
dams, some 8' high. Today there are too many beaver dams on the creek. Even when destroyed, 
they are quickly repaired. Demantle said to call Robert Nick at Nick's Store m Nunapitchuk, 
phone 527-5127. About five years ago, Robert Nick told himhe was only able to boat to 10 miles 
below Demantle's allotment. Today Demantle's sons and grandsons reach his allotment by 
snowmachine during the winter to hunt. His allotment lies 15 miles northwesterly of Tuluksak. 
In the spring they would hunt muskrat and would reach upstream as far as Kalskag. 

Robert Charles of Akiaehak said 'Zlaiq" was very long and heads at several big lakes. During 
the 70's - 80's, he used to boat as far as Roland Noses' allotment to hunt m the spring man 18' 
Lund with 70 horsepower propeller motor. Other hunters whose boats were 22' long with 88 
horsepower motors had to drag their boats beyond Nose's place with a snowmachine because the 
stream was not very deep. He felt that one could boat this area in the summer but only for 
salmon berries. Some villagers from the surrounding area moose hunt m the fall beyond Roland 
Nose's place. He could not give estimates for depths. 

Jackson Lomack - 825-4754 (Jackson is the son of Joseph Lomack and lives near him) Jackson 
said Israthorak Creek varies in width but is very wide near his dad's allotment (mile 5). The last 
time he boated Elaiq was between 1978-80 near the end of May in a 22' wooden b a t  with a 
115-horsepower E h d e  propeller-driven motor. He boated beyond his dad's allotment toward 
a lake but he was unable to describe the location. The river was so deep that he could not reach 
the bottom with an oar. Every year villagers from Nunapitchuk, Atmautluak and Kasigluk boat 
this river. He said to call George Peter at 825-4513 and Jimmy Lomack at 825-4433. 



.I 

George Peter. home   hone 825-4513. Peter boated to Roland Nose's allotment about two 
y&arsldwing the sp&around the 2"* week of May in a 12' aluminumHarborcraft mounted with 
a 15-Horsepower Mariner propeller-driven motor. Peter usuallv c m s  at WiarnLomack's . . 
Native allotment site that is about six miles from Pikmiktalik &er. He and his cousin did not 
have a very large load. The river was on average about 6' deep. It was not flooded. Elaiq was 
only about 10' wide near Noses' allotment. Peter said about four years ago during the first of 
October he was only able to reach Tom Wassillie's fall and spring camp because his boat kept 
hitting bottom. He was using a 22' Yukon Raider Boat mounted with a 130-HP Johnson and 
carried a 12' boat with 15 horsepower Mariner, 110 gallons gas, some camping gear, food and 
two adults. (I could not find an allotment application for Tom Wassillie). 

Tundra people, villagers from Atmautluak, Nunapitchuk and Kasigluk boat the river during 
September to hunt moose but he did not say where they hunted. Overall, Gwrge Peter felt that 
the river is deep up to Roland Noses' place from the end of May to the 2nd or 3" week of June. 
He said during the summer the river is too shallow to reach Noses' allotment but he felt the river 
would be boatable to Nose's allotment during September until 3d week of October, or for 6-7 
weeks. The river is only boatable up to Tom Wassillie's place during the summer. 

Moses Frederick, phone 825-4287. His mother is Pauline Frederick who has an allohrent about 
10 miles upstream. Frederick said many people boat Israthorak Creek in spring and fall. He 
boats the river every spring around the third week of May in a 22' alumaweld boat mounted with 
100-horsepower propeller-driven motor. Elaiq is between 30'- 50' wide around his mother's 
allotment and very deep in spring. In the summer months, when he takes his family berry 
picking the river is a little shallower than spring but he and others can still use their big boats. 
He has never boated it in the fall. He travels to this area in the winter with a snowmachine. 
There are no obstructions in the spring and summer. 

Moses Pavilla Sr., home phone 553-5526. Pavilla said every September he has gone moose 
hunting near the upper end or to a slough above the village of Tuluksak. He did not know where 
Nose or Demantle's allotment claims were but he said many villagers fromNunapitchuk and 
Atmautluak moose hunt near the end. He can boat Israthorak Creek the whole month with a 25' 
whitewater aluminumboat made in Oregon. For the past 19 years beaver dams can be found all 
along the river. His 112-horsepower Envinrude propeller motor can usually jump over the 
beaver dams. Some weekend trips include eight adults, a child, camping gear, about 90 gallons 
of gas and sometimes a small 14' boat to save gas. He boats Israthorak Creek in the fall after the 
rain. I asked Pavilla how many weeks would the river remain deep near the upper reaches or to 
the end. He said, "depending on the rain, about two or three weeks between the middle of 
August through September." After the rain, the river ranges between 3'-15' deep. In the summer 
it is normally shallow except this past summer when the river was between 1'-3' deep. In spring 
some villagers boat to their spring camps when the river is free of ice between the first of May to 
the frst of June. Pavilla said the river ranged between 11' - 150' wide. His estimates of the 
river's depths are as follows: Spring-between 4-5' deep at the mouth and 3'-15' at the upper end 
depending on the snow; Summer-up to mid-July the river is not that deep; Fall-between 3' - 15'. 



Monis Moochin - Atmautluak Corporation office, phone 553-5428. People boat the upper 
reaches of Israthorak Creek every year. It is used by many people from the tundra villages of 
Kasigluk, Nunapitchuk, Atmautluak and villagers along Kuskokwim Moochin said, ''It is 
famous for its abundance of subsistence, huntable animals." The last time Moms boated the 
river was about three years ago in September. He reached an area north of Tuluksak but below 
Lower Kalskag. He used an 18' Lund boat mounted with a 65-horsepower Bvinrude propeller- 
driven motor. His load included his son and about 800 pounds. Near the upper end there were 
some shallow areas but he was able to continue without lifting his motor. It was deep enough to 
boat all the way to the end and estimated the width to average between 40'- 50' wide. He said 
near the end of September the river is shallower so he normally travels between the first and third 
week. He does not boat the river during spring and summer. I said I had talked with others who 
mentioned hunting up to a slough about Tuluksak and at the upper end. I said I would send him a 
map of Israthorak Creek. He said to call Billy Gilman at 553-5429. 

Morris Moochin -Atmautluak Corporation office - 553-5428. In our second conversation 
after receiving the map I sent him showing Israthorak Creek, Moochin said long ago Elaiq 
(Israthorak Creek) used to be wider. Moochin he and others fkom his village moose hunt where 
the map reads Israthorak Creek in Sec. 19, T. 15 N., R. 64 W., SM., during September. Some 
areas were 3' deep and narrow but much wider than their boats. It stays deep between the end of 
September to the first of October when it begins to freeze. He has boated to this area several 
times, but there are times when the water is low between September and October. He believes 
even if the river is low, it is undoubtedly still boatable. When asked if this is where other 
villagers reach when they mention the slough above Tuluksak and below Kalskag, he said yes. 

Billy Gilman of Atmautluak, works from 9-5pm, phone 553-5429, home: 553-5915. 
G h  said about two or three ago in September he was moose hunting near the end of 
Israthorak Creek (Elaiq) river that is situated right below the village of Kalskag along the trees of 
the Kuskokwim River. He used an 18' aluminum skiff mounted with a 55-horsepower propeller 
motor. His load included two adults and about 30 gallons gas. He believed the river to be 
navigable though some places were narrow and they had to cross beaver dams. He emphasized 
that he went all the way to the end, right below Kalskag or to the tree line near the Kuskokwim 
river. G i  said the river was very deep except in the areas "south" or below the beaver dams 
where it ranges between 4-5' deep. He believed it stayed this deep at least two weeks but longer 
if it rains. G i  said that near the end of September the river becomes shallower. The river is 
between 30-50' wide in this upper area but wider near the mouth. He mentioned the fork where 
boaters head to the right. 

The river is deep in the spring and many villagers head for their spring camps. He is unaware of 
anyone boating near the end during the summer months. Obstructions include beaver dams, 
especially the first beaver dam where it is "passable with a good strong motor." Gilman said 
boats are easily able to carry 1,000 pound loads. Once he used a 22' boat with a 90-horsepower 
propeUer motor. His load included two d m  of gas, groceries, camping supplies, and tents. 
Another party was hunting with them and both shot a moose. Their boats had no diiculties 



boating downstream Gilman said he was very familiar with F'ikmiktalik River and said to call 
h& at work (907) 553-5429 between 9-5pm to interview him. He also mentioned that the river 
above the Pikrniktalik is known as Aguligutak (Kvichavak River). 

Unnamed left bank tributarv to Israthorak Creek - Approximately three miles long, with its 
mouth in Sec. 16, T. 12 N., R. 70 W., SM. Two Native allotments straddle the stream and one 
abuts it. A historical site conflicts with three of the Native allotment claims. 

The field reports for Native allotments Alice Sam, case file F-029209 and Agnes Charles, case 
file F-029215 of Akiachak dated September 1984, states that access to their parcels is by boat m 
the summer and snowmachine in the winter. Both mentioned the abundance of water in the 
Israthorak Creek and an unnamed creek for trapping small furbearers, blackfish and waterfowl 
hunting. 

Oscar Sam Sr., husband of Alice Sam called collect this morning. He said the Yupik name of 
the small stream that goes to the big lake is called "A-ley-look-suak" - which means "its kinda 
up here." 

Before Sam leaves Akiachak in the spring for his wife's allotment, he telephones the "tundra 
people" or villagers who live in AtmautW to ask themif Israthorak Creek is h e  of ice. 
Normally he can boat Israthorak Creek and this unnamed tributary the first or second week of 
June. It takes about a day with a @ load of supplies from Akiachak to reach his wife's 
allotment. Today he uses an 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower propeller motor. 

He used to use a 24' wooden boat mounted with several propeller driven motors ranging from 
18 to 60 horsepower. He hunted ducks and muskrat in the spring and took his family beny 
pickmg in the surmner. His load usually included six to seven people plus their camping gear 
and extra gas. One spring on the way to hunt muskrat, his 24' wooden boat caught on fire and 
burned up right in the middle of Israthorak Creek. His load included two adults, five children, 
camping gear, a dnun of gas and six extra gas tanks. Fortunately a nearby boat rescued all of 
them The boat and everything in it burned up. 

Sam said the small stream that abuts his wife's allotment at the mouth is very deep in the spring, 
deeper than the length of an oar. During the summer it is about 5' deep and on average 2 0  wide 
with some sections being narrower and some wider. He does not boat the stream in the fall 
because it is too shallow. Once near the end of August in the 70's while beny picking, he had to 
turn his 24' wooden boat around because it was too shallow. 

The stream is boatable from spring through summer fromits mouth to the lake and is 
unobstructed. There are no shallow areas in the spring. A very long time ago, he used to walk to 
this area from Akiachak. He said to call Charlie James at the IRA office and Hennan Frederick's 
son, Moses Frederick, a health aid in Akiachak. 





Left Bank tributarv of Johnson River, Mouth in Sec. 18, T. 13 N., R. 71 W., SM. 

Fred A. George's allotment (Case file AA-51109) straddles the tributary about four miles 
upstream Allotments for Joseph Ekamrak (Case file AA-37824), Martha Ekamrak (Case file 
AA-55923) straddle the mouth where the stream is between 3-5 chains wide. 

Fred A. George ST., Box 154, Akiachak, AK. 99551; Home phone 825-4033. George said the 
local Yupik name of tributary is 'Tuni'ghoon" or as his wife in the background spelled it, 
'Tunuirgun." Fred reaches his allotment by boat in spring, surmner and fall and by snowmachine 
in the winter. In the spring 'Tunuirgun" is approximately 8' - 10' deep and 50' wide. In the 
summer and fall it is approximately 4' - 10' deep and 20' - 30' wide. 

He has boated this area for many years, most recently last spring in a 20' Lund Alumaweld boat 
with a 115-horsepower propeller-driven motor. His load included five or six people, a mix of 
adults and children, food, a tent and a 55-gallon drumof gas. It was a very big load. In spring 
George boats to the lake locally known as 'Tunighoon Lake" about five miles above his 
allotment. Beaver dams are beginning to block the channel but so far, do not impede boat travel. 

George said "tundra people" or villagers from Nunapitchuk and Atmautluak hunt in that area and 
villagers from Akiachak pick bemes there. He said to call his brother, Walter George at 825- 
49 15 and his cousin, Peter Ekamrak at 825-4420. 

Fred George boats to his brother's cabm on the Pikmiktalik and said I could call him when I 
begin interviews for boat use on that river. 

Walter George of Akiachak, phone 825-4915. Walter George said he has boated the Johnson 
River tributary for many years. His most recent trip was about three or four years ago in late May 
with a 22' Yukon Raider mounted with a 115-horsepower propeller-driven motor. His load 
included three adults, food and camping gear. They stayed four or five days hunting black birds 
and traveled quite a distance beyond his brother's allotment. He estimates the river to range 
between @and 8' deep from spring to fall and approximately 24' or wider around his brother's 
allotment. There are no obstructions from the mouth and beyond his brother's allotment. He has 
seen others boat this river including his cousins, Peter Ekamrak, John and Abraham George and 
Fritz George, home phone, 825-4714. 

Peter Ekamrak of Akiachak, phone 825-4420. Ekamrak has been up to Fred A. George's 
allotment by snowmachine and by boat m the spring. He usually boats beyond Fred's allotment 
after spring break-up that usually occurs around the middle of May. Ekamrak uses several boats, 
including a 16' or 18' Lund mounted with either 30 or 40-horsepower propeller motor. He 
estimates the river to be between 40' and 50' wide around Fred's allotIIlent and 8' deep. Even if 
the river is shanower m the summer and fall, villagers from Akiakchak still pick berries between 
the end of July and August and Atmautluak villagers hunt fox, mink and beaver net white fish 



Pikmiktalik River - in T. 14 N., R. 67 W., SM., where the Native allotment claims for 
Kermeth Peter, case file F-012116 and Tom George Peter (dec.), case file F-016791 straddle the 
river. 

Eli Wassillie, Nunapitchuk Tribal Council, phone 527-5705. Wassillie said the last time he 
boated this river was four or five years ago to hunt moose with his older brother and nephew. He 
was using an 18'aluminum boat mounted with 40 horsepower propeller-driven motor. Theiu 
load included camping gear and gas for several days. Wassillie said the Pikmiktalik River was 
deep, wide and unobstructed the whole month of September. He boated to the place where 
"Christmas trees," appeared or about 35 miles north of Akiachak. I faxed him a map showing the 
P M t a I i k  River and tbe Native allotment claims for TomGeorge Peter (1-16791) and Kenneth 
Peter (1-12116). When he called back, Wassillie said they had no problems reaching the Native 
allotment claim, AA-37822, located in Sec. 34, Tp. 14 N., R. 68 W., SM. & Secs. 3-4, T. 13 N., 
R. 68 W., SM. The river was deep, wide and open. Wassillie was unable to estimate how deep 
and wide the river was. They didnot shoot a moose. He said others who may have information 
of boat use on Pikmiktalik River include Tommy Andrew Sr., phone 527-5704, Andrew 
Wassillie, phone 527-5021 and Jimmy Stevens, phone 527-5189, all of Nunapitchuk. 

When I called Kenneth Peter's home, phone number 825-4826 in Akiachak and asked for 
Kenneth, his son-in-law, Robert Snyder came to the phone. Once in 1993, Snyder boated the 
Pikmiktalik River to his father-in-law's allotment during the end of July to take his family berry 
picking. He used a 22' alumaweld boat mounted with a 120-horsepower outboard propeller 
motor. He took his family which included four adults and five children, camping gear, a drum of 
gas and supplies for three weeks. They ended only staying three days because all their berry 
buckets were full. They even set a net in the river. Snyder said Pikrniktalik stayed very deep year 
round except near the end of summer when it becomes shallower. His boat encountered no 
obstructions along the river and their boat did not touch bottom It is very wide in some areas 
and near his father-in-law's allotment, it ranges between 30' and 40' feet. He said to call Marie 
Frederick because she used his boat the following year. Snyder said the Pikmiktalik River stays 
deep from spring until the end of summer. It is also deep in the fall. He said to call TomPeter 
Jr. at 825-451 1 or Marie Frederick at 825-4506 or work 825-4612. 

He said to tak with villagers from Atmautluak because they boat the river to reach subsistence 
hunting areas and to pick berries. 

Marie Frederick, work phone 825-4612. Marie said m 1994, between the end of July and the 
fist of August, she used Robert Synder's 18'-20' wooden boat with a 45-horsepower Yamaha 
motor to reach a salmonbemy picking area about two or three miles above Kenneth Peter's 
Native allotment. The adults included Kenneth, his grandma, herself and her sister. Their 
camping gear included a tent, sleeping bags, mats, Coleman stove, blazo, food, dishes, pots and 
pans, rubber shoes, extra clothing, 20 gauge rifle, rifle shells and berry buckets. She said the 
river was wide, very deep, deeper than the boat oars (estimate 7-8' long). They encountered no 
obstructions. She has not been there any other time. 



Tom Peter, Jr., phone 825-4511. Tom Peter has traveled to his father's allotment (Tom George 
~d te r )  by snowmachine and by boat. In the 1970's-80's he traveled in an 18' Lund mounted with 
a 40-horsepower Mercury motor. When he boated to pick berries in August, the river was very 
deep but hesitated to give estimates. There were no obstructions. In winter they hunt for 
ptarmigan on the tundra by snowmachine. He said his mother, Cecelia, would probably offer 
more information but she is in Anchorage and he does not know when she will be back. He said 
to call his sister, Julie George at 825-4412. 

George Peter of Akiachak, phone 825-4513. Last spring around the third week of May 2000, 
Peter and his cousin, Bob Peter boated beyond Kenneth and Tom George Peter's allotment in a 
12' aluminumboat with a 15-horsepower Mariner. When t h y  reached an abandoned old sod 
house the water became too shallow and they turned back. He was not aware of the local name. 
Peter said the Pilrmiktalik River was about 4' deep around the allotment claims. He said it 
stayed this deep from the end of May to last part of August. The river was between 16' and 25' 
wide in this area. He did not see any other boats at this time. 

Peter was also there in the fall around the la week of October two years ago with the same boat. 
The river was a little shallower, about 2' deep. He was hunting, netting whitefish and picking 
cranberries. George Peter normally leaves Akiachak m a 22' Yukon Raider boat mounted with a 
130-horsepower Johnson and carries the 12' aluminurnboat with a 15-horsepower motor. He 
stays at ~illiarn~omack's Native allotmmt site along Israthorak Creek (Elkq River), about five 
miles from its confluence with Pikmiktalik River. From this point, he boats the surrounding 
rivers with the 12-foot aluminurnboat. Becoming weary of my questions, he said I shouldgo up 
there myself instead of asking him all these questions. I thanked him very much for the 
information. 

Monis Moochin - Atmautluak Corporation office, phone 553-5428. I had mailed Morris a 
map showing the drainages of the Israthorak and Pikmiktalik Rivers. Moochin said every year he 
boats to where the Pikmiktalik River lays closest to a big slough of the Kuskokwim River in 
Secs. 15-16, 19-23,26,29-32, T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM. He could hear boats on the Kuskokwim 
River and believed they could have walked to the river. Moochin uses an 18' Lund boat mounted 
with an Evinrude 65-horsepower propeller motor. He said villagers could reach this area every 
year to mose hunt and berry pick the month of September. They generally use 18' aluminum 
Lunds mounted with 25-30-40 and up to 70 horsepower motors. The water is on average 3' deep 
and ranges between 8' - 20'+ in width 

He has seen other people in this area including villagers from Tuluksak. Villagers particularly 
like to hunt, gather fiewood and berry pick in this area. Moochin said Pilaniktalik is navigable 
or boatable because it is wide and deep for their boats. There is nothing to prevent them from 
boating to this area every year with heavy loads. 



Left bank tributarv of Johnson River in T. 14 N.. R. 71 W.. SM. 

Moses Paine of Akiachak, phone 825-4521. Paine's allotment, case file AA-37838, 
encroaches part of a lake that feeds into a short three-mile+- left bank tributary of Johnson River. 
The case fie states that Paine reaches his allotment by dogteam or snowmachine. 

Moses Paine said he is only able to reach his allorment in the spring when all the rivers and 
creeks are flooded after the snow and ice have melted. The creek is about 50' wide and three feet 
deep. He leaves Akiachak in a 24' boat and then when he reaches the mouth of the creek along 
the Johnson River, he transfers to his smaller 14-16' boat with a 40-horsepower Lund niotor. 
The creek is too shallow for his bigger boat. At times, his load includes five adults. Paine is not 
able to boat to his allotment in the summer or fall because it is too shallow. He leaves his boat 
along the Johnson river and waIks to his allotment. He said the lake next to his allotment is 
w g  UP. 

Right Bank Tributarv of Johnson River in T. 12 N.. R. 73 W.. SM. 

The Native allotment claim for Willie A. Alexie, (Dec.), case file P968 appears to straddle two 
small streams that feed into the Johnson River. The case file noted that the lands are used to fish 
for pike, whitefish and to trap muskrat and to pick L-emes. No other allotments abut or cross the 
stream No commercial or historical use was cited in the case file. 

Napakiak IRA office, Walter Nelson, phone 589-2135. Nelson said he would talk with 
Willie Alexie's wife. Mrs. Alexie said they used to boat the stream with a small boat but no one 
has boated it gymore because of all the beaver dams. Up to date, the creek is not navigable. 
She referred to the creek by a name he never heard before. I faxed Nelson a copy of the field 
exam sketch diagram and a map of the unnamed strean He will follow up next week. 

Walter sent a fax back whichnamed the stream "Fllriwik." He wrote the family can only use a 
very small boat on the stream and are not able to reach t& lake (in Sec. 10) because of the beaver 
dams. The lake is drying up and only !ills up during very high tides during spring breakup. 
When I questioned Walter Nelson regarding the lugh tides, he said the stream is not tidal and he 
meant to say that when they get the south winds and lots of rain, there are higher tides on the 
lower part of the Jolmson which back up during high tides. He did not mean to say the stream 
was tidal or tidally influenced. 

Putu Creek - T. 15 N.. R 72 W.. SM. 
The Native allotment claims for Mary Ekamrak (AA-52707) and Helena George (AA-37833) 
straddle the stream about four and five miles from the mouth. In their case files, both state access 
to their allotments by boat on Putu Creek Helena George has claimed occupancy since 1933 
and Mary Bkamrak since 1948. After several telephone interviews with villagers who have 
experience boating Putu Creek, it became apparent that each considered to a left bank tributary 
(mouth is just north of Mary Ekamrak's Native allotment claim) a continuation of Putu Creek. 



Mary Ekamrak of Akiachak, Phone 825-4420. I first spoke with Mary who gave the phone to 
John her husband who works for the Akiachak IRA, who then gave the phone to their daughter 
Ina, who then gave the phone to their son Peter who then gave the phone to their other son, 
Willie Ekamrak. Willie, who ended up translating for his parents, said when they travel to 
Mary's allotment they use an 18' Lund with either a 25 or 30-horsepower propeller motor. The 
water is always deep. They have no problems boating to and beyond the allotment. His 
estimates of the creek are as follows: 

Spring - varies - around 10' feet - very deep 
S-r - 8' 
Fall - if lots of rain - 9'-10' 

Willie Ekamrak said there are no obstructions and the creek is known in the Yupik dialect as 
"Chounuk." It is very wide. The narrowest is about 15' wide. He has seen many other villagers 
from the surrounding area boat the creek including Abraham George, phone 825-4726. 

ha, the daughter-in-law, said her family picks blackberries every July in an 18' Lund around 
Mary's allotment. She says the stream is deep all the time and they have never encountered any 
'obstructions. She agreed with John and Mary's information. 

Daniel Ekamrak, phone 825-4015. Daniel is Mary's son. Ekamrak said about four years ago in 
late May, he ahnost reached a lake located beyond his mother's allotment. He was using an 18' 
Lund with 50- horsepower Honda propeller motor. His load included his wife, three kids and 
their camping supplies. They stayed a couple of days. He estimated the creek to be about 20' 
deep and between 25' and 35' wide. He has never boated Putu Creek in summer or fall but 
believes it would remain deep and therefore boatable because of the width and depth when he has 
been there in late May. He has seen others fiomthe tundra villages of Nunapitchuk and 
Atmautluak boat Putu Creek. 

Willie Ekamrak, phone 825-4254. Ekamrak said the creek is on average 10' deep. Willie uses 
a 22' pacific skiff with a Honda 90-horsepower propeller motor. 

Daniel Ekamrak, phone 825-4015. I called Daniel back to ask what direction he and others 
took after they reached his mothers allotment. He said they head right (or toward an unnamed 
left bank tributary). He said to talk with Peter Ekamrak at 825-4420 or Carl. He reiterated that 
people boat to the right. 

Peter Ekamrak at 825-4420. Ekamrak called Putu Creek "Chounuk." Last September when 
E k m a k  went moose hunting (season lasts all of September) he used a 24' Yukon Raider with a 
120-horsepower motor. His load included four adults and camping gear. They traveled about 
four or five miles beyond his mother's allotment to the right or in a northeasterly direction. They 
did not encounter any obstructions nor did his boat hit bottom. Some places were deeper than his 
boat oars. He says Chounuk remains deep the whole m n t h  of September. 



H e  has never boated "Chounuk" m spring or summer nor the creek to the left of his mother's 
allotment. He only travels on this creek by snowmachine. 

Unnamed tributarv to Kavigvalik Lake, mouth in Sec. 24, T. 12 N., R 75 W., SM., 
and its left bank tributarv, mouth in See. 10. T. 12 N.. R. 74 W.. SM. 

The Native allotment claim for Alexie Nicholas, case file F-16567, straddles the unnamed 
tributary about seven miles upstream The following Native allotment claims straddle its left 
bank triiutary: Carl Thomas White, case file E-19128, at its mouth and Billy Andrew, two 
parcels, case fle E-14386, Parcels B and C, about three and seven miles further upstream 

Mary Enoch of Nunapitchuk, phone 527-5776 (daughter of Carl Thomas White). Mary said 
the last time she went to her father's allotment was about six years ago in July to berry pick man 
18' Lund with 70 horsepower motor. There were three adults and two children in the boat. They 
stayed around her dad's allotment. She said to call her half brother Henry Parks at 527-5299. 

Moses White of Nunapitchuk, phone 527-5026 said the Yupik name of the river is 
"Autci'ghun" which in part means "you go under something." White was at his dad's allotment 
(CarlThomas White, BLM Case file F19128 in Secs. 10 and 11, T. 12 N., R. 74 W., SM) last 
August 2000 beny picking with his wife and four children. He used a 16' Lund with 40- 
horsepower motor. He said the mouth at the lake was very shallow, about 1' deep. The rest of 
the river was between 4' and 6' deep and about 10 yards wide or 30' through his dad's allotment. 
In spring he reaches the allotment by snowmachine. He also boats here in the fall to hunt ducks. 
Sometimes he has to push or use oars to get past the m u t h  with his 16' Lund Inside the river 
beaver dams are also a problem. Between the beaver dams the river can be 2' and 3' deep and 
above them 4' deep. When asked if his boat were loaded with 1,000 pounds, could he boat the 
river in July, he said no because of the shallowness of the mouth of the river. He does not boat it 
in September. Near the first of October before freeze-up he uses a 12' or 14' Lund with 15 
horsepower motor to reach his dad's allotment. RomNunapitchuk it takes less than 45 minutes 
to reach here if he has no problems crossing the mouth. He said very few villagers boat the river 
because they are well aware of the shallow area near the river's m u t h  

Two years ago in August when he was planning to pick berries, he spent two to three hours 
pushing and pulling the boat to try get past the mouth of the river. It is a hassle and other people 
from the villages do not boat it especially when there has hardly been any rain in surmner and it 
has been warm all summer months. This shallow area along the lake is about 1,000 or more 
yards long filled with very soft mud He can usually get through the area with his smaller boat 
maybe four weeks in June and maybe two weeks in August. He said there is no historic or 
current commercial use. 

Henry Parks of Nunapitchuk, phone 527-5299 has been up to his father's allotment (Carl 
Thomas White, BLM Case file F-19128 m Secs. 10 and 11, T. 12 N., R. 74 W., SM) to pick 
berries, subsistence hunt and to trap which begins November 10. Last summer about the third 
week of July Henry Parks and his brother began building a small cabin. He used a 18' aluminum 



boat with a 70-horsepower motor and towed a 12'aluminum smaller boat with 15 horsepower 
motor as a precaution because the water is always shallow. His load included three adults, one 
child and about 800 pounds of camping gear. They stayed four days. 

Near his dad's allotment, he estimated the river to be between 2' and 4' deep and 30' and 40' 
wide. During spring break-up water is high but during the summer the water level drops. In the 
fall if it rains for several weeks or days, the river does rise, but if the weather is dry, the water 
always goes down. Predicting it is difficult. Parks said the mouth is always very shallow 
especially when it has not rained a lot. 

I taIked with Parks again to ask about problems boaters have at the mouth and he said that during 
the sumrner months when they have not had rain, boating all the lakes in the surrounding area is 
hard. To reach the river they must cross Kayigyalik Lake. In spring after the ice is gone, the 
mouth is deep for about two weeks from the first to the middle of June. It is deep enough for 
boats to cany a load of 1,000 pounds. Somtirnes this depth can last toward the end of June. 
People can use different sizes of boats, even a 22' with more than 1,000 pounds of load. 
Nevertheless, after that, especially the first July, all the lakes and rivers around their villages get 
shallow. Sonnetimes it can rain all summer and they can boat all the lakes and rivers. The 
weather is unpredictable. There is a channel they follow through the lake to reach this river. 
When the winds are h m  the north and it does not rain, the channel through the lakes to this river 
is very shallow. During fall when the weather changes and the winds corn from the south, the 
water level rises for a short period. This year they have had very little snow and if this continues 
through break-up, there will be very little water in the lakes and rivers. 

He has personally had problems crossing the mouth with his 18' boat with 70 horsepower motor 
in August and September. Crossing the mouth has always been a problem because it is too 
shallow. However, the river is deep. He said when it has not rained, the surrounding lakes and 
rivers are shallow and he does not even attempt to leave Nunapitchuk. He said, "If we cannot 
pass the mouth, we cannot go up that river." He agreed with Moses Whites description of the 
shallow area being 1,000 yards long at the mouth and filled with soft mud at the bottom. His 
parting words were, "It is really tough." 

David Nicholas of Kasigluk, phone 477-6157. Nicholas is the son of Alexie Nicholas 
(p-16567). He said the unnamed tributary is known as Wgi-ghoon." Nicholas has been up to 

his dad's allotment often, the most recent being last s u m r  around the middle of August to take 
his family beny picking. He was using a 16' Lund with 40 horsepower Yamaha propeller motor. 
His load included himself, his wife, his two sons and two children. They only stayed about six 
hours beny picking. The mouth was shallow but they could pass through it. The main river was 
deep. He has also boated the river in June and September. He said the main river is deep but he 
has problems crossing the mouthbecause it is so shallow. He also uses a 14' boat. When asked 
if boats would be able to carry 1,000 pounds of load on the river, he said if he had to haul 1,000 
pounds of load on the river, he would wait until winter when the river was frozen because of the 
shallow area at the mouth. He said to call Wassillie Berlin at 477- 6151. 



Wassillie Berlin, phone 477- 6151. Berlin said that I should talk with his mother, Alice Berlin. 

Alice Berlin pronounced the name of the creek "Atchi-goon." She said when they go 
sahnbeny piclung in that area between the last part of July and first of August, some people 
use 18'- 22' Lunds. When they reach the mouth they have to go fast and not slow down. There 
are usually four or five adults and kids m their boats. When moose hunting the last of August 
through first of September she has seen 18' - 22' boats in the river. The river is deep. 

Billy Andrew of Nunapitrhuk, phone 527-5459 (Parcels B and C) Currently Andrew can only 
reach his parcels by snowmachine in the winter. Two years ago near the end of July he attempted 
to take his wife and several children berry picking near his parcels but they were forced to return 
to Nunapitchuk because of the shallow water and beaver dams. He was using a 16' Lund with 
15-horsepower motor. He said maybe with a lighter boat, a 12-14' Lund with 15 horsepower 
motor, he could probably reach his parcels. Also, during the summer months, there is a shallow 
area at the mouth of the river along the lakes edge which he passes through by paddling. In the 
spring he estimates the mouth to be less than three feet deep for about a week. Andrew does not 
boat to his parcels m the fall because the river is too shallow and there are too many beaver darns. 
Even though the river itself is deep, he does not believe that he could haul 1,000 pounds through 
the mouth except m the spring and only for a short period, or about a week. However, he may be 
able to "inside" the river. Andrew said he traps mink between November lom and December. 
He hunts muskrat in the spring by boat and sometimes traps otter in the fall with a snowmachine. 

Unnamed stream in See .  31, T. 11 N., R SOW., SM. Moses White's allotment (F-18869, 
Parcel B) crosses a small stream m Sec. 31, T. 11 N., R. 80 W., SM. 

Moses White - Kasigluk, phone 477-6728 . White said the local Yupik name of the small creek 
that crosses his allotment is: 'Tu-gluk-too-li." The little creek is usually very shallow. White 
said that one could take a small boat, maybe an 18' boat with motor upstream less than a mile. 
Near the mouth in the spring it is about 8' deep or less for about two weeks from the end of May 
to the middle of June. During the summer months the water drops to less than 4' and drops even 
further in the fall. These depths are just near his allotment. He said sometimes other vlllagers 
boat the creek to pick berries m the summer and fish for pike m the spring. It is not very wide, 
about 4' wide. When you meet another boat you have to be way on the side or you have to boat 
to a wider area Moses White has a little house on his allotment. 

To reach his allotment, he boats the main river which drains Puk Palik Lake known as "Agoo-lu- 
guak River" by local vlllagers beginning in Sec. 33, T. 11 N., R. 79 W., SM. Many people use 
this main river to reach salmon beny areas between the middle of July and the first of August. 
White uses a 18' Jon Boat with a 40-horsepower propeller Mercury nmtor. He said other 
villagers (most likely from Kasigluk, Nunapitchuk and Atmautluak) reach "Agooluguak" from 
the Johnson River through a series of lakes and a tram way on one of the long lakes. (See 
interviews with Anna (Beaver) Anvil and Moses Wassilie at the end of this memo). 



Informational purposes: On the MTP, Secs. 19-36 were selected by Vil. Sel., F-14904. F-14904 
A,  excluded River 432. Kathy Flippen helped me look through the A file and we found a hand 
written reference to river 432. It was not the little stream we were looking at. She did not find 
the application which would have referenced river 432. 

Pikmiktalik . krathorak Creek and Kavievalik Lake 

I talked with Gene Peltola, Refuge Operations Specialist, Yukon Delta National Wildlife 
Refuge, Bethel Alaska, phone 543-3 151 about boat use on the above referenced water bodies. 
He sent and an e-mail on 2/5/01 which read, "I have looked over the locations with Mike 
Rearden (Refuge Manager) and George Walters (pilot). Here is what we carne up with: 

1) Pikmiktalik - our office and our LE division conduct patrols during the hunting season, and 
several overflights on our way to the Yukon. On several occasions, we have been boats as far the 
location you specified, and recall seeing boats a bit further up. (I stated that Morris Moochin said 
he is able to boat to an area within T. 16 N., R. 63 W., SM where the Piloniktalik comes closes to 
the Kuskokwim River when moose hunting.) 

2) Israthorak - the same goes for this location. The river is also accessible from the Kuskokwim 
side, via a series of sloughs. (I stated Moms Moochin and Moses Pavilla Sr. of Atmautluak can 
boat to a slough above the village of Tuluksak when moose hunting in September.) 

3) Kayigyalik Lake Trib: During late summer we have seen boats in this vicinity, especially 
when people are out picking berries. We have observed boats up to the upland tundra, north of 
your location. ( I specifically questioned the shallow area near the mouth which prevented many 
boaters fromascending the river during most of the summer months)." 

I e-mailed Gene Peltola back and asked for more information about Israthorak Creek being 
accessible from the Kuskokwimside. No response. 

Miscellaneous information gathered from two villagers who were selling crafts at the 
annual Arts and Crafts fair in the Federal building regarding travel between lakes west of 
Kayigyalik Lake and east of Puk Palik Lake. 

Anna (Beaver) originally from Anvil, home phone: 349-0144. 
Anna is originally from Nunapitchuk but now lives in Anchorage. She was showing her work at 
the annual Native Arts and Crafts Fair on the first floor of the Federal Building. She is very 
familiar with travel between Takslesluk Lake and Puk Palik Lake. The river between the two 
lakes is called ''Upper Agubiak River." Her dad had land at Noven Lake, one of the small lakes 
between the two larger lakes. Villagers have always traveled between the lakes in the spring, 
s u m r  and fall. They even dug out a small river over which they could drag their boats to 
Noven lake. From here they boated through a series of smaller lakes and finally over a tram to 
Puk Palik Lake. Two possible areas for this tram are marked on the map for this project. 



In spring they hunt muskrat and fish for pike. There were so many pike that often their nets 
would sink. In summer they pick salmon berries, blue berries, black bemes and raspberries. In 
July all the families participated in a "duck drive" on Takslesluk Lake. The "duck drives" 
stopped in August. In fall, their house camps are either made of mud or a combination of mud 
and wood. The windows were made of pike skins which were skinned very thin and washed 
several times. About 15 pike skins sewed together made a window about 3' square. They sewed 
cloth along the edges before it was attached to a wood frame. Fromfall to December they hunted 
mink, otter, fox, weasel, muskrat. They hunted by boats. Sometimes they built special sleds 
with no sides to bring their boats back to the villages. Sometbs  they left the boats at their 
camps. 

Moses Wassilie of Nunapitchuk was here during the Arts and Crafts fair, horn phone 333- 
3069. He lives in Anchorage and concurred with Anna Anvil's statements about travel between 
the lakes. Wassillie said in July many villagers would camp on the west side of Takslesluk Lake 
for a "duck drive." Prom here they would chase the ducks or drive the ducks by boat from the 
western shore to the eastern shore on Takslesluk Lake. Those that could not fly were caught. The 
duck drives stopped m August to allow the rest to escape. 
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Subject: Intervic!~ Report for Window 1283 - Calistn Upper Kuskok\vi~n 

Elutuli Creek 

A Nativc Allotment for Angela Andreanoff, Casefile F- 16522 Pttrcel A in Sec. 2. T. 16 N., K. 43 
W., SM.. straddles E lu t~~ l i  Creek ahour 118-114 mile from its mouth. Elutuli flows into the 
Hotlolitna River: 

In the field exam of the Native allotmcnt conducted August 28. 1973. the accompanying 
na~rative and sketch diagram did not mcnlion Elutuli Creek. (Scc Casefile FF-16522, Parcel A).  

November 8, 1090 
Scott Guyer (photogrammetry) vicwctl the aerials and estin1;ttcd the creek to t ~ e  icpproximately 
60' wide from its mouth through the cnstc1.n h o \ ~ ~ ~ I i l r y  of tlic allotnie~it :11itl frec of any 
ol,s~ructions. From this point the crrck narruws to 15'-2.5' wide. Vcgctation encroached thrce 01- 

lour sections hethre the creck closed off al>out t\vo miles frtrln 11s mouth. 

No\.embcr 17, 1990 
Nc;~r thc 8" or 9" of Scjitr~nher. Rlntt liurchinsky anrl l i u r i  l i ~ ~ h t : ~ ,  81,R.l surveyors, flew hy 
Ilcllco[iter to sct the POUS. Bec,nusc thcy co~lld ]lot t'intl ; I  l ; ~ ~ i c l i ~ i ~  site ncar thc el-cck. tllcy 
Ii~nded 011 :I gr;~\.cl s i l~ i~ lh ;~~ .  ;11(1tig the I lolrolitna K~uer.  L ~ ~ I I I I F  their ~nitial o\,crSlifilit uf ilie 
p;il-cel? they sa\v iwo I I I ~ I I  ill  a l>o;lr on l i l~~tul i  Creek lic;~clrn:! tlk~\\nstrc;~~rr I ~ \ \ : I I - ~  tllc nlouth. .l'llc 
mcn hoatcd up to thc surveyc)1-s ;111tl s;~id they wcrc riioosc I ~ I I I I I ~ I I ~  ancl II : I \C  ~ I I L I I C ~  t l~e str-e:~ln irl 

tlic ~ L I S I  to ni(>ose lho~it, 



1 ; ~ l c  ; I  \ \ :11kr I 1 1 s t 1  1 c . 1 1  I I c i i t ~ c t  I S I  I I .  Shc rdL~.rcil rile to 

I';III[ I ';~ss;~~niI<a who is tlir K11skok\vi111 SLI~I \ ,C  ! \SSI IC~: I~IOI~  ~\cti!ig l<e:~lty Of'i'lccr 111 !411i:ik :II 

(907) 675-3384. P;lssamikn soid IIVC'I'; \\.llosc 11lliccs ;ire it1 Uethcl, is tlic St.rvice l'rovidcr lor 
S l c e t ~ n u t e ~  Retl Devil and Stony Ri\:el- ;IIIJ lie 11;1s for\v;~rtleil the paper\vork lor tlic ;~llotments to 
Mar1in;l C:rmpbell ;it (007)543-735 1 

IJpon review of the cnsefilc, 1 fountl that Angel:] had moved to Aniak so 1 called Paul 
Pnssamika's office in Aniak and the secretary gave me Angela's phone tiumber. Angela ;uld her 
f;~mily ljvc in Aniak which is about 96 air miles from her allotment. 

December 1.  I999 

Angela Andreanoff (675-3631) said whet1 she  was about three 01. four years old her parents 
livcd about four bends upriver from her allotment. In the spring when all the rivers and streams 
were deep, they would boat to Stony River through Elutuli Creek in a home made wooden boat 
with a 10-horsepower propeller motor. Though the creek was deep, she remembers her dad 

-~ having to cut down all thc trees which blockcd passage. It took about three or four hours to reach 
Stony River. Andreanoff is not aware of anyone using that route today. Angela estimates E l u t ~ ~ l i  
Creek to be 6'-8' wide but could not estimate it's depth. The creek is too small and they d o  not 
boat it because they arc too busy gctting fish elsewhere. 

Last fall around the lniddle of September she went with her sons moose hunting along the 
Noholitna Kiver. S h e  said they ~ \ ' e r c  not able to boat up Elutuli Creek because their boat, 
between 18'-22' long was too big for the many sharp turns. It is more suitable for 12'-14' boats. 
A 16' boat with a 40  Horsepower is stretching it a bit. Trees and beaver dams are ;ilw;~ys present. 
'l'liey were hunting for about a week. 

Oncc during the spring after ice breakup whlcli occurs near the elid of May and beginning of 
June.  she traveled ilpstreatn I5 to 20 mlnlltcs i n  ;I 16' round I)oltom bn;~t with :I 40-horsepower 
1~.(~11ellrr motor lo look for ;lliini;lls to \ V ; I I L . ~  such ;Is rnoose and otter. Before they left, however. 
~h , . ,  ",-, Ilnln.,~,l,.rt - ..,..,..--- tIw- 1ln.11 ... .>I i . , 3 , n r  - ....., s:? !hey c:::: E::::! !inh!!;, 1:; :!::. !':.!! !kc; :-el:;:.:: :c :!:c ;;;;;;;: ;;;.;; 

u 

lo see the animals again. Duling tllc summer months the niuutli sometimes drics up. She s;tid to 
L.;III eithcr of Iicl- sons. Jesse Atidrc;~noff Jr. who lives in t\nclioriige at 222-6032 or Blian 
/\ntlre;~nof'f Jr. ot'i\rliak. 

I I I ,  1 ; 1 t  l..:ist I ' ; I I I  i ~ ~ ( l ~ i t i d  ( ; c . ~ > ~ c I I I ~ > c I  5. I I C  \\.;IS I I IOOSL~ I l t l t l l i l l ~  \ \ i t 1 1  [ \ L O  ot l i~t-  I I ~ ~ I I  i n  ;I 

IS' :l~tllllill~l~ll 1 > 0 ; 1 t  \ ~ i t l l  ; I  - ~ t ) - I 1 0 1 . \ C [ l 1 1 \ ~ ~ ' ~  ~':1111:1~1;1 l ) i . i ) l l l~ l l~~ .  111(ltl11'. '1 '11~11.  lt13~1 \ \ ; IS  ;lt>llllt 700 
~ ~ I ~ ~ I I I L I \ .  1 . i ~  S;IILI tiicy c ~ . > I I I c I  11,1t I ~ ; I \  is:~tc I ~ I I I I L I I I  (~'rcrk \\ 1111 l h t ~ r  1>1g$cr lho;~ts I > ~ c ; I I I s ~ ;  i t  is t i ~ o  
I I ~ .  : I v  I t t i .  NI,;II. ~ I I C  ; I ~ ~ O ~ I ~ I L : I I I  thc creek is : I ~ < ) I I ~  4 'dcel) ill thi! sprin$ ; I I I ~  2' 



~l ' l~rce Native Allol~nents. i'- l0535A, 1;- 1653713 entl 1;-1700(113 s t ~ ~ d i l l c  Johnson I<ivc~- ill 1'. 18 
N.. R. 0 3  W.. SM.. al~proximately 12 and 15 miles north l'ron~ i ts~~lnct ion \villi (:ro~.)hccl Creek. 

Febt'uary l I .  2000 
Joe I'itku of Russian Mission. ph. (584-5613) said he is 77 years old ant1 hasn't boated the "old 
portage" route since lie was 40 or 50 years old. I-le used to use a 18' plywood boat with a 18- 
horsepowe~~propcller motor. 7'he last time he boated the portage was ill the spring near the end 
of May whcn all the rivers are high. He said'l';rlblksvk River i s  ;rlways deep during spring, but ;I[ 

the pollage they really hat1 to work "on this side" to haul their boat over the steep bank. They 
also had to drag their boat thl-ough Johnson River and Mud Creek becr~use their wasn't enough 
water in the rivers. The tram at Mud Creek was rotten and broken up. The whole trip to the 
Kuskokwim River took him two or three days and this was even during high water. He said 
maybe light aluminuni boats could makc it but they are not safe with a heavy loatl. He said to 

. ~ talk with his grandson, Harvey Pitka. 

IIarvey Pitka said the last time 11c boated the Yukon-Kuskokwirn Portage was a couple of years 
ago in the spring after ice-breakup around the end of Maylbeginning June. Spring normally has 
higher water conditions. He said the tram was still usable on the (Talbiksok) side. 'They used 
one rail to carry the boat 1 0  the top and another rail to reach the other side. 111s uncle Willie ar~tl 
son. George were with him. They used n 7' boat with a 15-horsepower propeller motor. When 
tl~ey reached the first lake lhey only hoated about a 1;2 mile out and they had lo turn around 
because i t  was too shill lo^. I cjuestionetl him about the size of the boat and he said i t  w;~s 7' 

,I s.ltd no one boats the porlage because i t  is too shallow. I t  is ( I L I I C ~ C I -  and cheal~er to long. Pitk .. 
fly irom Russian kliss~on to Kolska: which costs $25-$35 one way and takes 15-20 minutes. 

Carl Rlorgnn Sr. (675-4.765) Morg:~n. \vho l~ves  i n  Anii~k 11111 L I S C ~  1 0  live 111 Kalskag. si~id aftel. 
rllc trains were huil[ people usetl the \vater route quite :t btt bcc;luse i t  \\,as thc only w;iy to reach 
!!!? yItL-r,n -.. K i l ~ r r .  I 'vrrnn ihr .h...,..',m'. h',3cl.,,l.,l,irn ..... ...'..+ 1 ,  ..,, .,.. I .... .',I,,:I~. .lun.. <. ., .-". r -,., J C L L I  ., ,.ll.. U_YW lll..l ~ V I A C L  I ~ A L ~ I  ~ ~ V I I I  c 

Russii~n Mission. Kalskirg :~nd Aniak shul dow11 thc triimway at 'l'albiksok Rlvcr, locally known 
as tligli Portage, because l l~c  cquip~ncnt \V;IS Ihccolning too danserous to use. Evcryfhing was 
oltl . . . all thc \\inclics. Ir;~iils. etc. Today yo11 have lo have :I wl~olc crc\r to manhandle the l~o ;~ t s  
c~vcrland. 1-ltgl1 \v;ltcr doesri't illake :III!~ clillcrcnce hc~, i~u<c  t l~c  r ~ d : ~  1s so stccp. I3esldcs. most 

11l;l:crs LISC h~gger  tioats o t ~  tl~c Yol,on ;incl i . ;~~shok~.\ , i t~~ 1<1\,ers anti tile! \\ .OLI ILI  lie too hi:_. for 
the sh;iIlo\v l:ikcs ;III(J .s~ii:~ll  ~ I I : I I I I I ~ ~ s . . '  



f1:trvey I'itka SI.. (584-5.7.321 s;nd ll i i  o ~ i c  lhoats the old portage i.oltte Iroii~ the Yuholi Rivc~- to 
the tiuskokwirn River tod;~y. Ilc thinks the fish :~ntl Game torc the Ir;ims do\vn nurnhcr ol'yc;~rs 
aso because they were uns:lfe. He is tlic youngest son, so lie said to call his older brothers: 
William Pitk;~ - Ilussian lvlissiori 584-5161: Ciuznia l'itka - Russian Mission 584-5626: - ;lnd a 
good sotrrcc \voilld hc Frnnk Otic of i.Jppcr I<:~lsl;;~g but hc docs not havc a tclepIro11c but I coulil 
reach him through the City of ilpper K;tlskag 471-2120 or Traditional Council 471-2107. 

Paul Passamika recommended I call Jolinny Vaska - 584-5532 

February 14, 2000 
Roger Seavoy - Fish and Game in netlie1 (543-2929) Seavoy said the route between the Yukon 
River and Kuskokwim is traveled quite frequently by local villagers in the winter by snow 
machine and occasionally by recreationalists during the summer with canoes, mfts ant1 14' light 
aluminum boats. He believed Steve Jacobson, a professor from Fairbanks, made :I trip down the 
Yukon River to Kwethluk several yea!-s ago via the Yukon-Kuskokwim portage. He works at the 

.~ ~ LJAF language center in Fairbanks. Seavoy said to call Mike Reardon with FWS in Bethel who 
is the refuge manager and a pilot at 543-315 1 ;lnd Alexie Nick. a RII' (Refuge Information 
Technician ) originally from Russian Mission. 

William I'itka (584-5161) of Russian Mission was in Aniak and will be hack tomorrow 

Guzma Pitka (584-5626) of Russian Mission was not home. He shares a telephone number wrth 
the public safety and to reach him you call thc number and they will ask you to call again. They 
will let the phone ring so  G n z ~ n : ~  can pick ul). I did not gct an answer. 

Alex Nick (543-3151) Kl'J' Vish and Wildlil'e - Ilethel 
(The route is ~ \ ' i th i~ i  the Yukon Delt;~ Nation;ll Wildllte Refuge and therefore Lills under Fish "4 
Wildlife management). 
illex Nick s:lid i n  I981 or 1982 thc \.illage 01' Russi;rrl Missioli reccived a srant of $80.000 ro 
I L ~ ~ , I , I  i i ~ ~ c  i i i c i ~ ~ j  : j i l t  dfie, , I . L S ~ ~ ~ C ~ I C I I . I  L - t j ~  i l ~ ~ t  ' I ' L I ~ C I ~ I  FtiLt xci"ugt d2puiy l.!iA~~,tgt!, i i ~ c  iliii11 w i ~ h  

found uns;~i'e for use tiy heavy lloats. Tlie manager dismantled poi.tions of the tram and the rails 
tv lriake i t  unusable. This \*;IS arouri~l the mid 80s. In 1989, the Yukon River flood furthe~- 
tl;~m;~_eed and shifted thc equipment ancl sails. 



l\\.O ~~tllcl~:~lllclrcll I l l  8 1  1s. so11 l ~ 1 0 : i l  L*. I l l 1  . I t )  l >~ l l~s~ :~ lo \ \~c l~  ; l l l l : t l l~ l .  1I':t. tD,O SOIIS ;I l le l  I1cr ilI(1csf 
I I ~ I  I C ~ ~ I I I I I I ~  I \ ICI:I  i t t  :I I! loti:! \~elorii'li I>o;~t I I ~ C I I I I I I C ~  \villi ;I l i -H1) Yi11:1;1li:t. 

At Mt~tl ('reek and Ifis11 I'oi-t:tg? thi .  ~ t ~ c l ~ c s  uerc go~lc.  \i '~lli:~ms said CI-ookctl C'reek (.lohnsc~tl 
III V C ~ )  \\;;IS deep ;111tl i~~~obslriictctl exi,i:[)t for the occ;~sional Ion: gritsscs \vhich ~ o t  tal\gletl 111) 

tlle~r ~~r.upeilcrs. At higll port;lge they clec,iilcd to haul only rhc 12-foot hilat overlatid to thc 
'T;ilbiksok River because the ridgc \\as so steep, cspec~ally for the htggrr boat. T;~lhiksok lCi\,cr 
\\,as tleep ; t~ l t l  wide. Willi;~rns said this r-ivcr is ;tl\\,ays deep ~ tnd  wide for all sizes of borits. Ida 
stayed hack with kids and on third day alter her sorts came back, they ended staying i r ~  the area 
about 11 days hoating the Johnson River. Crooked Creek and somc lakes. 

Williams said to call Mary Valk:~. an eldcrly lady 543-2780. Pete Valka (dec) has arl allotment 
that straddles J o l ~ n s o ~ ~  River.. M'illiarns acco~npanied Ma1.y to identify her allotment with the 
ficld examinct-. 

February 22, 2000 
I'aul Liedherg - FWS, Bethel - phone 543-3151 

-~ Liedberg said in 1985, the village ofRussi;~n Mission rcceivetl an $80,000 municipal grant from 
the State to improve the "Russian Mission" tram. Lieberg read scvesni lettcrs from his files on 
the Russian Mission tt-am project. A letter from Russian Mission, dated June 1985, stated the 
village is planning to use the same easement for thc tram built 40-50 years ago. AVCP said no 
Native allotment parcels were situated alonz the tram route. On June 19, 1085, Fish and 
Wildlife Service wrote a letter back to Russian .Mission stating no casement or- Right of Way 
exists for the tramway. 

During the summer of 1985 the villagc of 1tussia11 Mission I-ccotislructcd the tramway. but aftel 
inspection in Scptcmbcr 1985. FN'S found thc \r~ork infcr~or according to the specificnrions. 
FWS had no option but to declare i t  unusable u ~ ~ t i l  they met the specifications. 

The FWS managel- wrote a letter to Russian Mission datctl 17186 (not signed copy) statins that 
after thc tram was conlpleted. i t  must hc inspected hy an engineci.. Al'tcr receillt of the 
t,ol~fic;~tior~ of  inspcclior~. work (.;#!I 1 h t ~ ~ 1 1 i  k i r  :! !c!!g!!?y Rig!:! ef \?:I:. i::::::. !:l?!S :!:c! ;;:;: 

~ c c c ~ v e  acopy of thc notification of the ~nspection hy ;in enginecr nntl aslet- their own inspect~on 
F\VS had no recourse hut to disnla~~tlc p;~rts of' the tram to lnahc it unus;~hlc hy t l~c  puhlic. I t  \$,as 
11ot safe ti) use. 

I.tcOhcrg said to call .lim l111I'fy \r.ho. ;~ccortl~ng to z o ~ - ~ c s l ) ~ ~ n J c ~ i c e  i n  I OLIS. \\.as rllc tn;lyor of'  
R u s s i : ~ ~ ~  Missic~n. 1111onc 584-3 I I I .  I ~ - ; r I l c t l  the 11i11t10cr ; I I I ~  the ~ C Z C I ) ~ I ( I I I I S (  (ii~id t(1 C L L I I  lli111 iti 

ho~tic. p l lo~~e  38.1-542.  I < l i ( l  ~iot pct ; I I I  ; I I I S \ \ C ~ .  



Williams has f\vo :~llotmcnts 011 the .1oIi1ison Ki\,cr several lniles west from the junction o l  

Crooked Creek and Johnson River. Ilc said on April 15"', he \\'ill be 66 years old and likcs to 
fish, hunt, pick bet~ies  and do things to stay young. During July and August villagers pick 
salmon berries, blue berlies and blackber~ies all along Crooked Creek, Johnson River and the 
sut-rounding lakes. 'l'liey also fish for \vhitefish, pike, king salmon and silver salmon. Sinks said 
they have no need to boat 11p to High Portage or to the Talbiksok River because there are enough 
berries and fish where they are at. l le  said Crooked Creek is normally a little shallower. about 5' 
deep. than Johnson River hut they used to be decper. Williams states, "Heavers really mess up 
the country." Thcre :ire too many heavcrs which dam up the rivers and lakes spoil the country 
for boaters. 

Johnson River 
.. . 

A Native Allotment for Lucy Levi (drc). Casefile F-16018B, i n  See. 15. T. 17 N., R. 64  W.. SM., 
straddles Johnson Rivel- abour 11 1 miles from its mouth. Johnson River empties inlo the 
Kuskokwim River. This portion of the Johnson is not part of the Yukon-Kuskokwim route. 

April 5, 2000 
Paul I'assamika (675-4384) Acting Rcalty Specialist, Aniak said he would contact local 
villagers who have boated the .lohnson Rivet- near Lucy 1.evi.s allotment and an unnamed 
tributary of the tloholita River near Sinka Zaukar Sr's. l'arcel in Sec. 8, 'I'. 15 N., R. 42 W.. SM. 

Passamika said to call Sinka \Yiliiarns Sr. who lives it1 Lower Kalskag at (907) 471-2414 
tomot-row momins Iict\\,ccn 8:30-'):00 AM.  IIe h;ls been unsuccessful i n  te:iching Alec i.e\.i 
(wlative of  I > L I C ~  Ixvi)  of l.,o\\,es Ki~lskag. Many villagers h:l\,c urilistcd or disconnected phone 
~~umlicrs .  He \\.ill also contact Scott (iibbons. ;I retired Fish ant1 Cimne offices. of Aniak. 

Sinkn \,Villi:~~ns Sr. (471-231-1) of L.~iwel. K;llsl;;rg s;~iii lie tr;~vclt.d with the BLbl \\,lien they 
I t i  I I I I ~ I ~  I I i l l o t ~ ~ c ~ t  I I t i c  1 Hc has t\vci allotments downsrrcam 
OS I.llcv(s 31101l11~llt. 

I I !  I ~ I i t i i i s  I I .  I . I .  1 . I I I  0 I 100 I . )  I:! 
S t I ( , \ \ l l , ~ ] < ~ ~ , i t l < ~  I l l  1 1 1 ~  ~ ~ l l ~ i l l ~  ; i l l 1 1  I > >  !lllilt ~ll'lcr i c r  111~t~~1L.11~1  l l < ,  5:111i L.u1,y's ;~illlrlllclll IS l l e ~ l \ \ l : < ~ l l  

: i - '7 ~li11i-s \ ~ e s t ~ r l v  ~ ' ~ ( I T I I  rlic ~ L I I I , , I I O I I  01. Crookccl i.rt,ck ; I I I ~  lt!li11s~!11 Rivet-. \ V i l l i : ~ ~ i ~ s  ~i i : i int i~~~is  
I \ \ O  lxi;~is, or~c ~111: I o I~~ i so t~  I < I V C I ,  i11ic1 titic 111c KosLoh\\ IITI  lti\~c,r ti1 rc;ic11 his :111iitttic:111s 
~ I I I I . I I I $ !  1111. slirt~~j;!. ~ L I I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I .  : I I I ( I  l ; i I l .  l , ' ~ . ( i t ~ i  III:: 11tin1c ~ I I  K;II\L.:I;!, ~ I I  the K I I S L O L \ \ ~ I I I I  I < I \ L , v  I I C ,  I I ~ L ~ S  



1-ocals f ron~ I<o\ver Knlsk:~g boat Johriso~r Rivcr in rhe spring, summer a~ltl lall lo m a ~ n r a i ~ ~  their 
subsistence lifestyle. They pull their boat:; ovcr the pottage to l i ~ ~ n t ,  fish, girther ben-ics and reach 
their Native allotments along the river. Williams said he likes to hunt ducks in the spring and 
fall. Kc does not hunt nioose or bear in this area hecause of  the portage. They hunt moose and 
bear i n  other areas. "Lower tucldrn people" or "down river people" from Kasigluk, Nunapitch~~k. 
Atmautluak hunt moose up around the hig lake which is the !lead of Johnson River. I asked him 
i f  i t  was the Arhymot Lake, he ditln't recognize that name and hut vill:~gers call i t  head of 
Johnson River. The river in this area has lots of trees and willows where moose and bear are. 
Down rivel- the land around Johns011 Rive]- is n~osrly lakes and tundra. Thc tundra people hunt 
moose and take i t  all the way back to their villages. He said Johnson River is about 30'-40' wide 
all the way to its mouth from Crooked Creek. There :ire no obstructions. The river is wide and 
deep and "down rivel- people" always come up lo hunt moose in the fdll. 

Apn 1 10,2000 
Williams said to call Nicolai Sergie who lives ill 1 ,o~'er  Kalskag, phone 471-2346 and Criln 
Evan of Lowcr Kalskag, phone 471-2254. 

Nicolai Sergie has a camp on the Johnson Kivel- below Slnka Williams camp. (approx. mile 85). 
Sergie reaches his camp in the spring by snow machine and then returns ill a 18' Lund alumirium 
boat mounted with LI 30-I-1P motor. Fle usually slays at camp until May or when the ice clears the 
Kuskokwim. Some sections of Johnson River are very deep hut most places arc between 10' - 
15' dccp excepr near thc rnouth where the Johnson River is wider and sl~ollower. Sel-gie said the 
Johnson river is generirlly 20' - 30' wide except near the moutl~ where i t  is really wide. I>tu.i~~g 
mid-July his l;lmily picks salmoll berries all along thc Joh11so11 ant1 Crooked Creek ;ireas. To 
rcach this ;Ire;l ihcy must drag t l ~ e ~ r  boat across the portage and at r i~~ies .  Mud Creek. llowc\~cr. 
after il I-ains i l l  the tall and the K ~ ~ s k o k \ r i n ~  R~ber  gets dccper. Ile call mcttor Mud Crcek. I-le saitl 
!!?c +'--::'! y.:::k !!::>; f2: ;:i> !hC >:;;;!,(;!<.>yij;; z; yc;, 

Sergie said wllcn i t  has not rained In Jul!. L I I ~  Iollnson Kive~- is \,el-?. low -  bout 5'-6' deep or 
less Solneti~ncs 111s tnotc~l- 1111s hollom. His load dcpc~lds on sc\.crnl Iliil~gs such ;IS the ri~cml>er 
of ~ ~ o p l c .  Ilo\v h ~ .  the) pla~i to rravrl a11d ilo\r Ion: they pl;ln 11) sl;iy. 1'111s ;~fI'ecrs Il~eir c;~lnpin>! 
:;car sucl~ as hcdtlin:. ioutl, c~lo111i11~ ;rntI t l~e %:IS, tlc has lo have hell). ;11 lcasl 2 - 4  people. lo 
tll-a: Ilis Iho;~t ovcr the lanil fro111 Mud (:l.cc.L. b(101.c IICO~I IC :  i ( '  111cy 1tr.111; 101s 1~11' S I L I ~ ~ . .  



I callecl .4lec 1,cvi - ~)l i<~nc ~ ~ ~ ~ r n l ) c r  471- 2365 uho I~\,cs i n  K;llska;:. l,evi sirid hc has 1101 ho;lletl 
. lohnso~~ Kiver s i ~ ~ c c  1982. \vlie~l lie st:lrted \vorking. IIis filn~ily used to go to tlicit. spring camp 
hy clog tcilnl and come hack to Kalsk;lg hy hoar \r,liich IV:IS :rhotit 20' long and mutle out o f  
lulnher. We s;~id ;I long time ago they did nor have motors on thcir boats. He said to talk witli 
1 ~ 1 c y  Levi's kilnily tit- Si~iko Willia~~is.  

Apr~l  1 I. 2000 
I called Crim Evan St-om Lower Kalskag, phoric 471-2254 but got a busy number (9:30am, 
IO:30am, I:30pni. 3: I5pm) 

1 called John Andrew 1-800-543-3151, YDNWR Subsistence Program, Bethel. The secretary 
said John was in Anchorage this wcek. 

I called Willie Andrew, Realty Specialist with AVCP in Bethel - 543-7352 and left a message for 
him to call me back. 

Apnl 12. 2000 
Willie Andrew called this morning and said he had Mike Pavilla of Atmautluak in thc office. 
Pavilla rcgulerly boats the Johnson River to moosc hunt. Mikc said most people from Kasigluk, 
Atmautluak and Nunapitcliuk go moose hunting near the upper reaches of thc Johnson Rivcr or 
Arhymot Lake between the first of September through thc third week. But this always depends 
on how much rain has fallen in August. I f  they have not had any rain, thc river will he too 
shallow to boat up to Arhytnot Lake. 

Mike went moose hunting last fall on thc Johnson with a 18' Lurid mounted with a 40 hp 
EvinrutJe propeller motor. His load included 3 adults, catnpirlg gear and gas. Just before they 
reached i.ucy L.ev~'s allotrncnt thcy hegan lo hit bottom so they tuniecl ;~~-ountl. I le  estimated thc 
depth to he on average 5' tlcel) i3eyond l ~ c y  1,cvi's allotment the liver got as shallo\t: as 2' 
deep. Pavill;i said thc Oepll~ of the river clepe~lds on thc following: how rnuch sno\\. kll during 
- 1 .  1 .. . . :  -1. ..-.. ?. ! I  - -  1 .  - - .  1 7 . ' . ? s ,  
ulr t d h ~  \ v I ~ o ~ L ~ .  I I L I \ -  l f l ~ t ~ t l  L L U ~ I  I C I I  1 1 ,  . I U I I G  d l l u  iiiiY, ilic ~ l i ~ ~ i h  \i;;iiik. slid [IUW i l lk ic . l l  i d l l i  I C I I  111 

August. The piist four years lhavc hecn ;I tlrought. Even with win in June and July. the rivct- can 
cr~ntir~ue lo tlr7111 until tl~cy gcl rnoic i i r i r ~  ilgair~ in Augusl. If thcy don't get rain in AUFLIS~,  all the 
~ - ~ \ f e r s  :ire liow 

.AI~ti\,e Sink;r's lV~lli;trns ;~llo~ci~c.nl !lie \\:~Ic.r I c \ . c I  ~ i s ~ i ; ~ t I y  i1roj)s ;ind some S C C I I ~ I ~ S  hc . i .n~~~e \;cry 
sl~;illv\\; zspcc~;~lly .just l)cf'o~c yi111 :!rt I I I  the oltl gia\.e sitc \ v h ~ c l ~  is locntecl just hc,lore the tiioiitli 
11i('r111~kr(I C'rt~cL. f l t ~  ~ ; ! l c l  ; 1 ~ 1 1 1 : i l l !  ~ I I C : I L .  ;tic t \ \ o  ;!I ,I\ .C sites. AI' ic~.yi~i~ ~ : I S S  the: ;:~:I\.c, sitc. 
.I,ilil~son Ri\c,r gctz tlecpcr- a:!:trrl :rrici flit. c.irt-rcrtt i,c~c.(~rl~e,~ :;rroii~!c~r-. 



cIc111't 11sc tllclr I11ggcr l)o:its ;illcl lll(>t<~r!7 <\I1  tl1c ll]>]>cr r<;lk~l1cs 01~ tl1c . l O l t 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 1  I>~~c;llt5<~ 01~ 1 1 1 ~  

S I I L I I I ~ \ \ .  \v;ttcr ; I I I ~  I I I C  pri~sscs \~lticli c;111 I ) I . < . ; I ~  1 1 1 ~ :  tiiot~ir's lo\v~,r 1111ith. 'I'licy ~1111). I I ~ C  :;111:1ll 

I t s  - I i s  I .  I I L ,  s;ilil tin ;~vcr;igc. i t  tiikes ( \ \ ( I  d;iys t ~ ~ i v e l  I'rotil Aui~:~i~tlunk 111 iiigh 
tvatcr conditiolis to t-c;tcl~ :2rhymot Ia:~I<c. \ \ ' I I ~ I I  1 :thl\ccl ti1111 11' lit tool, ;I five year a\,er:~gc. I I O U  
m;rny tilncs could om: hoict Joh~isol~ River to Arhymot llahc :inti hc saicl i t  has been low Tor the 
last four years and vill;~~et.s hn\,en't beeti nhle to re;tcl~ th;tt far. I t  ;ill depends nil snou,, solttl~ 
wincls and 1.ai11. Pavilla estim;tted the width of thr rivet- around l,ucy Levi's allotment to bc 
hetween 12'-18' irjidc. Wlicl~ asked if thcrc were any inlpedi~nctrts, he said thcrc arc lots of 
ber~vers and beavcr dams all over the country which are petting to be a problem. Mc did not say 
these were impedimelits to boat trclvel. 

April 13,2000 
I tried Crim Evan of Lower Kalskag, phone 471-2254 again this molning hut the line was busy. 

March 28,2000 

Slouvh off Paimiut Sloueh 

A Native Allotment for John Anthony (dec) Casefile F-16990 ill Sec. 12, T. 21 h'.. R.. 59 W., 
SM. , straddles a slough about onc mile long at its mouth. 

Willie Andrew, a Realty Specialist with AVCP, ph. 543-7352 in  Bethel said the heir tor John 
Anthony is Axinia Peters from Holy Cross, ph. 476-7212. She is familiar with the location of the 
allotment and is bilingual. He also suggested thc tribal administrator for the Nativc Village of 
Holy Cross ph: 476-7124 and Jake Aloysius Jr .  of Anchorage, Ph 248-6755. His parents arc 
Jake Sr. gi Lena Aloysius who have allotrner~ts nearby on Pairniut Slough. 

I called Jake Aloysius Jr. ph 248-6755 said that 110 one uses the sniall slough because i t  comes 
10 a dead end. There is no rcason to boat the slotlph. He boated i t  back in the 50s h~t t  hc 
emphasized local people don't hoiit 1111 ttie s10~1pti. 

1'albiksok River 

A Nativc Allotlnent I'or Sick Pltk;~ Sr.. C;tsclile F I O l  12 str;~ddles tile rrircr In Sec. 111. 7'. 10 N. .  
K. 61 I%'.. SM.. appr'ox~ni:~lcly 30 nliles i1l)strealn. 



/\ Native Allotmctil 1.111 Stanlc) Nook i~lcc) .  (:ascSilc F- 161 10 siracl~llcs tlic unn:trnctl tribul~try 111 

See. 32. T. 20 N.. R ,  64 LI'. ;~pl~rosirn;itrly four miles 1tpstrc;tln. 

Garold T ,  hlcWillianis. Roalty Speei;ilist. .McC;rath Rcsout-cc Area. contlucted a field exam \ \ i i t l l  

the applicant on Junc 26, 1975. Nook stated that he uses the I;lnd to trap mink. otter, fox and 
lynx. The photoglxphs show a \vide. ~~nobstt-uctcd stream flowing through the allotment. 

May 10,2000 
1 tr-ied calling Stanley Nook's homr at i'h: 471-2353 hut did not get an ;inswet-. 

Anna Morgan (471-2219) Nook's daughter who lives in Kalskag has never gone to her dad's 
allotment during the summel.. just during the ivintes by snowmachine. She said her dad always 
went to his allotment by snowlnachine. She said to call her brother Willy Takumjenak. 

Willy Takum,jenak (584-5036) Rt~ssian Mission - Willy has an allottnent at the mouth of the 
creek and said a person can boat the creek with either a small or big boat after spring break-up 
which occurs between mid May and the end of May. I t  is between 15'-20' deep during June, July 
and August but during September the water level drops and he can only boat it with his 14'-15' 
boat mounted with IS hp. Du~ ing  spring and summer i t  stays 1.5'-20' deep for u couple of months 
and one is able to boat i t  carrying a 1.000 pound load. He said the creek continues to be deep 
beyond Dad's allotment. During September the water level rises ancl falls dependirlg on the rain. 
He mainly boats the creek during Septemhcr to moose hunt. Last fall hc boated a considerable 
distance beyond his father-'s allotment i n  a 14'-15'aluminum boat with no loatl. I t  is too shallow 
in September lor his biggcr boat, a 20' 2020sprinl with 70 horsepower. He estimates i t  to be 
about 25'-30' wide around his dad's :~llotmcnt during the sunlmer. There arc no known 
obstructions. 

IIis dad used to livc 111 a cahiii OII  t l~c ;tllo!~ncnt pear roitl~cl. Hc lhoatctl thc cwck tlu~iri: tile 
,,..,. ;.," ' . , , . r ~ , , . . ~ , . l l r l r I  , ' . , I !  . , . , , I  ,,I..,,.... I . . .  I I . . ,  ... ,.... .I.: .... 1 I L .  .. :.....- '"L- ... t.:.. ~~ .. ,..,, &, .,.,,,.,,,~L ..,. - .'l,, 'l,,\, ., I I L 1 . C I C I I  I , J  , I l l l ,""l , l '<Ll l l l lC C I U L I I L &  L I I C  \1 I I I I C 1 .  I IIC L'lOI,, \?.,> I 

damaged in the 1980 flood. 

I'ctcr Kick ol'Russi:tri Mihslo~i used 10 slop ill ; ~ i  St:tnley Nook's c:;ihi~i i n  winter, Fie s:litl tl~e 
1 1 o  I I  is "K;l;lit;:'lil;" \ \ . l l i i . t~  villa:cr\; Irnln K:~lsk:i; slioultl kno\r thc E n ~ l ~ s h  
Ir;tnslatic~~l 1-11. 5aiJ thc crech is \jcrj. tlccp ; I I I L ~  \\itle up to :I lhg lake. 

Xort11i111 I I o ~ ~ s l c r  (584-5Jl:{1 of 1<~1ssi:11i hlissiott st:ivs :II \\'~lly ' l ' ; tL~~~~~.j~!ti :~h's L.:II~III <i!11:11ccl at 
t l ~ c  111011111 :11itI I S  \ . c I ~  I:ct~liI~:li. ~ 1 1 t l 1  tllc s(re;1111. I lc s;~i(l L I L I I I I I F  tltc si~t-irt!.: ;cny si2.c l> i~ : i t  c;t11 I . L > ; I < , I ~  
S t  o h  I c l ~ ~ ~  I I t  I I I  1 .  '1 hc. i!l-c;lrn I S  \'el-y dcclh. i7rc3~n .Itcrit. to ;~houl llic 
' s t  : s t  I ~ I I  i l i t  3 '  c .  IIi~t-tn;: ;\II;USI ; ~ i ~ t l  Scl~lcmlier. tile htrtaln ;!ratlu;~lly 
tl1.01)~ 10 I ' -2' ~lctyi. 1 I ~ i 1 1 s l ~ ~ r  I I ( I : I I S  \ $ . I ! I I  : I  IS' ; \ I L I I ~ ~ I I ~ I I I ~ I  \ V I I I ~  50 llc~rscpo\\c~ A.l~,rc~~ry 111ot17r. 



s t  I I L  Iic \sen! Ii~iiil~n:; I ) )  I I I ~ I I S ~ I I ' I I I  I l l \  IS' ; t l i ~ ~ ~ i ~ i i ~ ~ i i i  I I ~ I ~ I ~  iiilcl ~ I . ; I V L ' I ~ C I  I?cyoil~I 
S I ; I I I IL ,~  Nook's i~lIo~ni(:~il. I I ?  s;~i(l iii;~iiy otlicrs Iro111 I < I I S > I ; I I I  h~l~ssioii 111oi~1sc 11~1111 i l l  1111s ;IF':I, 

' I  liere ilrc I I O  ol~st~.t~ctions.  11111,ing t 1 . 1 ~ ~  hpr111g ;11'lcr Ih~.~:tk L I ~ .  lic s ~ i i ~ l  i t  \\,:IS ; I I>OLI I  1.50' ,>vi(lt: 
an1111id St:!~iIcy's 1 1 l ; i ~ . ~  0111 dc'c~.t.;~ses 10 25'-.\Om in tlic sui~ltncr. 

1-l:irvey I'itka Sr.  (58.1-53323 ol'It11ssiiin hlission said tllis tl-ibutar-y \sould be boatable in the 
spring along witli the surrountl~ng rivers and t1ibut;lrics \vliicli arc dccp. tlowcver. ;~fter the flootl 
st:ige. this t r ib~~tary is very sli~llo!~. \rill:tgers do not boat the tri1111l;ir.y in tllc sunllncr 1,ecausc i t  
is too shallow and there are too many inosquitos. Occasion:~lly he boars the slough in thc fall to 
moose hunt but the water docs not stay high vcr). long. 14c uses a flat-bottometl 19' C:trolina 
skiff with a 75-Yamaha horsepowel- motor. 

A Nativc Allotment fol- Sam Savage, Casef~le P- 16021. Parcel B, in Scc. 1. T. I9 N.. R. 64 W., 
SM., straddles the stream approximately seven miles upstre;rnl. 

Harvey Pitka Sr. (584-5332) oSHussian Mission said this tlihutary is always shallow even 
during the spring. He said on the map where i t  is double lined (about two miles beginning at the 
mouth) i t  is deep. but after that where single-lined it is very shallow. He ~lses a flat-bottomed 
19' Carolina skiff with a 75-Yamaha horsepower motor. 

tlnnaniecl tributary of iloholitna River -Mouth in See. 8. T. 15 N. ,  R .  42 W., SM. 

A Native Allotment lor Sinka Zaukar Sr. (dcc). (:iisefilc, F15362, parcel C, straddles and 
unnamed tributary of the Hoho1itn;i River. ahout 1/4 lnilc from the mouth. The township is 
selected by the state, cascfile SS I;-15362. I ditl not find ;i navigability I-eport for this township. 

.Ion Dolok, Realty Specialist, IvlcCirath Resoulre Area. examined the parcel on August 27. 1973 
by helicopter. I t  wits too marshy to land so he cxamincd the parcel by 1n;tking several passes 
ovcr i t  at lo\+* c~ltitutlc. N o  R1.M ni;~rkcrs were set. Tlic field report did not reference the water 
Ihocly t11;it l'l~>\+,s I I I I - O L I ~ I I  the \vestcln lhi>u~id;try. 

Al~riI 6, 7000 
Paul Passarnikii said Sinka Zaukar Sr's ;~llotmt.nl is i~ndsr thc j~~ristliction of AVCP. 1 called 
Willie , i~ltlrew. a itculty Spcci;rlisl with AVCP, l111 5J:{-?ii2 i n  Bethel told hiin 1 would like to 
t ; ~ l h  with viIl;i~ers \i8Iio h:~ve ho;~red the uilnarnc(l st1.c:1111 ~liro~igll Sinkii%;lukar's ; ~ I ~ O ~ I I I C I I I  



111 1 1 1 ~  L ~ ~ I S C ~ I ~ C .  S I I I I I I : ~  I < : I L . I ; I C ~ .  I<e;~lty Sl~eci:iltht. ( T I :  \ \ I . O I C  ;I I Y I ~ C I  I O  \\i~Ilic !\11~1re\k. 3/3/00 
~ ~ I I L I ~ S I ~ I I ; !  Irc:lp I I I  Ioc~irtili;: % ; I I I ~ ~ ; I I . ' ~  ;~lli~l~iicrit.  1 1;11kcd \\ , i t11 ; I I I ( I I~ IL : I .  I < i , ; i l i ~ ~  S~?cci :~l~st .  K:IIC~I 
( 'ollic ;lntl hlic s;~id I<:lcklc! is i>l i I  1111lic office u ~ r t i l  the end 01. h.l:iy. I I~i1 ;I 111~ssi1yc for Sli~rIc\. 
I,, c;lll rnc hciol-t: shc dcics Ilrc Ilcltl cx;lln. I<;ISCII  s;iicI Slrirlc), i b  ~ i l ; ~ n ~ ~ i r r g  to tlo ;I ficlcl exam for 
~ l i c  sile i n  June. l'lrc hclicol1lc.1 1s rc!,crvcd I?!; ihcni June 7"' oil1 o l  Aniah: June 8-1 1 out 01' 
Sleetmute; June 12"' out of.411iah ancl Mincrals staff has it .rune 13"'. The pilot is Sani Eaylc!! of 
King Salmon. 

May 2, 1000 
I t;llkcd with Zaukar's widow. Ralwsl~a Zaukar (449-4221) of Slectmtrtc this morning. She did 
not know where the ;~llotment was located. Slie said to call either Nick Mcllick or hcr son, 
Vernon. Shc (lid not know thc phone numhcrs for eithcr. I called ;I Pete Mellick and the woman 
who i~ns~vered the phone stlid Nick Mcllick's  lumber is 44')-4253. 1 called Moxie Alexie. 
President for S lce t rn~~te  'Traditional council ph 449-4223 and left a message for him to call me. 

May 5,2000 

Nick Mellick of Mellick's l'railing Post in Sleetmute, (phone 449-4252). said his fathel- 
established the trading post and that is where the BLM Realty crew will be staying in June. Nick 
has flown and all over this area and said the stream flowing through Zaukar's allotment is known 
as l'ownsite Creek. The watcr is reddish colored which locals call tundra water and is not 
drinkable. Thc fir-st ten miles are filled with beaver dams. H e  has ncver seen anybody boar the 
stream hccause during the summer it is more likc u slough about 75' wide and 3'-4' deep near the 
mouth. Further inland about 50'-100'. tllc creek hecomcs very shallo\v and filled with silt. it has 
a soft silty bottom. 

Mellick is ;I history buff and taped sloi-ies from locals who arc now gone. 1~1~. tapcd about 20.000 
local ,lames ol'rivers. streams, iakcs, oltl village sites. elc. Many places have Eskirno and Indian 
names irird Irc has tricd 10 c a p t ~ i r ~  both. 111: gave copies to the language depar.tmcnt :it the 
University ul' Alaska, Fairbanks and to Sin1 C a r e y  who used to be with the l:~nguage de[~arfmcirt 
hut now \vorks for thc N:ltioni~l 1';rr.k Scrvice. Fail-b;~nhs. 

zn:,,, 7(, ) O I I , I  - --., - .~ .  - 
I t;llkccl witlr Moxrc Alesic. l'les~denl (11' Sleetniuie Tradilioni~l <:ouncrl allout the location of 
Si11h:l Z a ~ ~ h n r ' s  ;~liotinent. I h x c d  him a toll!; of the tlraft skcrch di:~grurn. the I.and l'itlc P:~ge 
Irom tlle casefilc. ;111cl a ma11 c1S thc to\\:nship \+,here Sinha Z;~~lh:lr's allotment is Iocatrd. 



! i l r c ~ ~ ~ ~ u t c .  I<;~chlcy w:is ur~~thlc 10 ;;:~lhci- ;in); i~~lorrnatioi~ l'r.o~n Zii~lhar's \\.idoil. 13:1l;1sli;i I I I ~  

COIII:ICI ;+n) rcl;~~i\,cs iii S ~ C C I I I I L I ~ C  I . c ~ ~ I ~ - ~ I I I : ;  tlic Ioci~~ioli (31. (1st' 01' I I I C  ~ ; I I . L Y ~ .  11 : I ~ ~ c : I ~ s  ir,)111 111~: 

field cx;tm s h r t ~ , l ~  cIiagr:l~n, the pitr.(:cl has rnovcd nn~lIi\\~cslerly o l  its cllticnl lx>sitio~i and tllc 
\veslenl bountlury lics ;rt!jr~ccnl to lhc 1-loholiln;i Kivcr nr~tl the soull~cl-11 h(~ut~dary s~r~iddlcs  a 
small portion of ihe unna~ned [I-ibutary. The atluchcd color pl~ologr;~plis sho\v the strcan-I to he 
unobstrucled anti muddy colorcd. N o  'vidence oluse was see11 o t ~  the allotment. Racklcy s;lid 
all the sur-rounding water bodies werc high bccause i t  had heer~ ~. ;~ir~ing olf and on the pas[ nion~l]. 
Near the moutl~ one could see the muddy effluent lining the right h;uik of the 1loholitna Rivcr. 
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Final  Easements f o r  the  Johnson River System 
Village of lCasigluk .. . . 1 ,  ,,! .. 

Interim Summary Report 
. llll':.,l 

s(,!::.;:c;Jva Attachment 60 
Chief, Division of Technical ~ervice#"(~d%j~ 

- .  
The easement s t a f f  met on April  26, 1977, t o  con aide^ the  f i na l  easement 
recommendations f o r  lands selected by Kasigluk Village. Of those recommendatlone, 
my decision is to have the  following easmente included i n  the  conveyance 
t o  Kaeigluk. 

E.I.N. --- UBSCRIPTXON --- 
1 C3, D l ,  U9 An easement f o r  an exis t ing  access trail  twenty-five 

(25) f e a t  i n  width frqm Kaaigluk eas t e r ly  t o  Bethel. 
The usage of roads and trails w i l l  ha control led by 
applicable S ta t e  o r  Federal law o r  regulation. 

Discussion: R ~ e ~ a t i 0 I . I  of t h i s  ax is t ing  winter trail i s  necessary 
t o  assure continued public access f o r  in t e rv i l l age  
t ravel .  The trail passes through Nunepitchuk and 
continues southeasterly t o  Bethel and tha  public  
waters of the Kuskolnsim River. Tha twenty-five foo t  
width w i l l  allow t r a v e l  by foot ,  dogsled, pack 
animal, snowmachina, and other  amall vehicles. 

An eerenent f o r  a proposed access t r a i l  twenty-five 
(25) feat i n  width from Kaaigluk, southwesterly t o  
site easement #3a on tho ahora of IJunavakpak Lake 
and continuing westerly t o  public landa. The usage 
of roads and t r a i l a  w i l l  be control led by applicable 
Sta ta  or  Federal law o r  regulation. 

Reservation of t h i s  t rail  easement is necessary to 
f a c i l i t a t e  access t o  ?lunavakpak Lake and public 1: 

lands. I n  t ravel ing between the  v l l l a g e  and public 
landa, persons might atop t o  r e s t  and camp temporarily 
a t  site easement #3a on the lake. 'The twenty-five 
(25) foot  width w i l l  allow t r a v e l  by foot,  dogsled, 
pack animal, snownlachine, and other small vehicles.  

i 
A a i t e  easement upland of the ordinary high water I 
mark i n  Sec. 19, T. 9 TI., R. 75 IJ., Seward Neridian, 1 
on the north slrore of rfunavakpak Lake. The site is ! 
one (1) ac re  in s i z e  with an addit ional  twenty-five 
foot  wide easement on the  bed of the  lake along the  
e n t i r e  waterfront of the  oi te .  The site is f o r  
camping, staging, and vehicle use. 



Discussion: 

Discussion: 

This site w i l l  f a c i l i t a t a  access between ICaaigluk 
and public  lands v ia  t ra i l  easement f 3 .  The site 
w i l l  a leo  provide f o r  f loatplana tia-up and thus. 
f a c i l i ~ l t a  accesa from the  l a b  t o  public  landa o r  
the  v i l l a g e  of Kasigluk. Xn addition, space w i l l  be 
prwided f o r  temporary camping and storage of supplies. , 

A one (1) acre  a i t a  easement upland of the  ordinary 
high w a t u  mark in Sac. 13, T. 9 W., R. 75 W., 
S-d Meridian, on the  r i g h t  bank of the  Johnson 
Riwer, adjacent t o  tho Kasigluk a i r p o r t  lease. The 
site is f o r  camping, staging, a d  vehicle  use. 

Thi. one acre site eeeamenb is ueceesary t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
u e  of the  Johneon River f o r  t r a v a l  t o  Kasigluk, 
Nuaapitchuk, and public waters Eo Ehs north and 
south. People f l y i n s  in to  the area  a t  the  a i r s t r i p  
cm move t h d r  suppliol  a d  equipment t o  the  s i t a  
over r o d  e m a n t  #6a before proceeding along the  
r iver .  A t  t he  sita, spaas w i l l  be provided f o r  
wern igh t  canping, boat moorage, f loatplana tie-up. 
aud tsmporbry .toraga of aquipmmt. 

An ~oslllpant a k t y  (60) f ea t  in width f o r  an exiat ing 
road frm t h s  Kasigluk a i r s t r i p ,  northeaster ly to 
the  J o W  Rivar f o r  accase t o  the  r i v e r  and s i te  
eaa-nt 06. Th. uoage o f  road8 and t r a i l a  w i l l  be 
controlled by applicable Stare  o r  Federal law o r  
regulation. 

This ie  an exis t ing  road t h a t  has been used t o  haul 
f f e i g h t  and parreangers between the  a i r p o r t  and the  
Johnmoo River. Originally, the easement recommendation 
had been for a twenty-five foot  trail. However, the  
25-foot width wan considered inadequate because 
la rger  vahiclea a ra  used t o  move f r e i g h t  between the  
a i rpore  and the  river for t r ave l  on t o  Kasigluk and 
Nunapitchuk. The eaPUUIWt is being reserved a8 a 
sixty-foot road t o  protect  the  exia t ing  uae and t o  
provide access t o  site easement 86 on t h e  Johneon 
River. The road is presently under Right-of-way 
applicat ion #M 15039. 

A s txeamide  easement twenty-five (25) f e e t  i n  width 
upland of and p a r a l l e l  t o  the  ordinary high water 
mark on a l l  banks of the  Johneon River and an easement 
on the entire bed af the  non-navigable portion of 
the Johneon River through the v i l l a g e  se lec t ion  



Discussion: 

area. Purpose is t o  provide for  public uee of 
waters having highly significant preaent recreational 
us.. 

Thm Johnaon River has been designated am being 
rwigabla to thm v1ll.g. of Kasigluk. The river 
r a e d v w  haavy barge tr.vel betwaen May and October 
up to thm Pillage of Kaaigluk. The Johnaon River i s  
a160 a popular atream for rccreationiste, primarily 
spmtsfbhmmea. This easament w i l l  provida space 
for foot t ravr l ,  boat moorage, and other usea associated 
d t h  travol on tho river. 

A stranmido unnamsnt twenty-five (25) feet  i n  width 
upbad of and paral le l  to  the ordinary high water 
mark on all  b o a  of the navigable canal system from 
Hiufgluk s u t o r l y  to  Nunapitchuk. Purpoee is t o  
prwido for public use of waters having highly 
significant prenent recreational Use. 

A stroemeide aansmsnt twenty-five (25) feet i n  width 
up lad  of a d  paral le l  to the ordinary high water 
mnrk on all bank.a a d  an easement on tho ent i re  bed 
of the e t rupl  drainiag Kyigayalik Lake i n  i tr  entirety 
through the Kuigluk selection area. Purpose is to 
provide for  public w a  of waters having highly 
significant pramant racreational use. 

T h i s  canal mystcra has beon given a navigable designation l! 
/ I  

This straPlp is used by regional residents for  t ravel  
and subsfetaace fiahfng. Tho route also providea i 
acceen to  the waters of Kyigayalik Lake and public I 

land. isolated by village salection. This stream 
alu, prowidas acceaa to  a portage route north of t 

Kasigluk. Space w i l l  be provided for foot travel, I 

boa* dockiag, and other use. associated with travel 
along the waterway. I 

I 

baed on existing use. It is uoad for  travel and 
shippin@ betwoon the vif lagw of Kasigluk and Nunapitchuk. 
To p r o t a t  t h i n  exietiag uee am an intervil lage 
acuna  xoutr and am a link i n  the Johason River 
t r a v d  a y s t a ,  thia streenulide eaa-t i 6  being 

The  r ight of the United States t o  enter upon the 
lands herein granted for cadastral, geodetic, or  

I 
other survey purpoees i e  reserved, together with the 

! 

right t o  do a l l  things necessary in  connection 
therewith. 

raaorvod. 



Standard survey easement. 

liasements for the transportation of energy, fuel, 
and natural resources which are  the property of the 
United States or which a re  intended for  delivery to  
the United States or which are  produced by tha 
United States. Thesa easemantm also include the 
right to  build any related f a c i l i t i e s  necessary for 
tha exercise of the right to  transport energy. fuel ,  
and natural renources, including those related 
l a c i l l t i a n  necessary during periods of planning, 
locating, construatiag, operating, maintaining, or 
terminatin$ transportation syetems. The specific 
location of these easements she l l  ba determined only 
a f t e r  consultation with tho ownez of the aewient  
eetate. Whenevu: the use of such easement w i l l  
require removal or  relocation of any atructure owned 
or  authorized by the owner of the servient w ta t e .  
such uae shal l  not ba in i t ia ted without the consent 
of the o m e ~  of such imprwement; provided, however, 
that  the United States may exercise the right of 
eminent domain i f  such consent is not given. Only 
those portions of these easements that  a r e  actually 
i n  use or that  are sxpraesly authorized on March 3, 
1996, she l l  continue t o  ba i n  force. 

Uiacussionr Standard transportation aasement. 

The waters i n  t h i s  selection area aro not considered to  be affected by 
t i d a l  influence and therefore the marine coastline easement does not 
apply to  chi8 area. The Identification of periodic coastline easements 
a s  per the Coliata easement agreement does not apply to  those lands. 
The easements a s  l i s t ed  above are complete and no additional easement 
work i s  required before the draf t  DIC is prepared. 

I s /  Curtis V. McVee 

cc: 
DM-A ~. (010) 
--.".a 
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Attachment 61 
2651 (941) 
F-14835-EE 
F-14835-A 

State Of f i ce  
555 Cordova Street 

Anchorage, A1 aska 39501 JAiu 1 ! 1'377 

IdOTICE OF PROPOSED FASEHENT RECONMENDATIONS 
FOR THE VILLAGE OF AIVAUTLUAK 

Pursuant to Departmental regulations (43 CFR 2650.4-7), not lce i s  hereby 
I 

provided of publ lc  easements i d e n t l f  led on lands selected by Atmeutluak 
Lfmi ted (Atmautluak). 

i 
Subject t o  v a l i d  ex is t ing  r ights.  the fol lowing descrtbed lands w i l l  be 
conveyed i n  the near future. These lands are only a por t fon o f  the 
to ta l  selected lands whlch are shown on the enclosed maps: 

Seward Fleridian, A1 aska (Protracted1 ---- 
1. 9 N., R. 73W.  
d 

sections 1-36 

T. 9 N., R. 72 W. -- 
sect-ions 3-10.15-22,27-33 

T. 8 N. R. 74 W. 
~ec&-,14-16,21-23 

T. 8 N., R. 73 -!& - 
sections 4-8 

T. 10 M., R. 73 Hz 
sections 1-18.20-28,33-36 

T. 10 Y R. 72 W .  .- --2 - 9 

sections 3- 10,15-22,27-34 

T. 11 M., R. 72 11, ---- 
sections 29-34 

T. 11 N., R. 73 1.1. - .- -- 
sections 25.36 

T. 11 I . ,  R. 74 9. 
sections ??I, 36 



The following easwnents are Treroby reconmended fa r  fnclusion i n  the 
conveyanes dacumsnt under tha provisions o f  section 17(b) of  the Alaska 
Natlve Clalms SGttle~tenC Act o f  aBCmf 18, 1971: 

Thls recomslmdatlon 1s f o r  a 25-foot w l &  t r a i l  
which passas from Kaslgluk t o  Bethel and passes 
through th i s  setwt ion area i n  route. It 
provides access betmen vlllaqes and access t o  
publlc lands and waters. 

ThOs racmendatlan i s  fop a one-acre campsite 
I 

saeenent located i f i  sectten 4 or 5, 7. 8 N., 
R. 74 W., Ssrrard M i d i a n ,  on the l e f t  bank OF 
the Jobsen River. the s f t a  provided a storage 
area fw gravel used in  the construction o f  the 
ilastgluk alrport. The gravel part  wlll provide 1 
a goad campsib JR the 'tar swampy land. i 

I 
Thls m a ~ c s n d a t i m  Is f o r  a 25-foot wide 

I 

stremside eesemwt along each bank o f  the I 
Johnson Rfver nmf on Ulcl bed of the stream 
north of Kasfgluk. The Jehnson River i s  one of 
tfw mst comwlg used mutes for Erava't and I 
recreation i n  the a m .  i 

This recwanentdrt.1~ i s  for a 2CPoot wlds 
streera alde eesaarent on tb P i b i k t a l i k  
Rlw.  This stream I s  another ,of the msst 
c m n l y  traveled rauta?s I n  the area, thevefom, 
it fa a hlghly signi$fcant stream for recwetion 

I and general travel. The easement i s  t o  be on 
each sfde o f  the stmam, pius the bed of the 
stream i n  areas where the stream i s  not navigable, 
such as the area nerth o f  Atmutltrak. 

Thls recananendation i s  for a one-acre s l t e  
easement located i n  section 31, 7. 11 Y. ,  H. 72 
Id. %ward Wrtdfan, on the l e f t  bank o f  the 
Pl lmikta l ik  River. This s f te  4s ta  F a d l i t a t e  
the w e  of the Pikmiktalf k River as a route to 
and from public lands. Additionally, a 25-foot 
wide easement i s  reserved below the mean high- 
water mark on the bed a f  the P i k i k t a l i k  Rfvcr 
adjacent t o  the one-acre i f  t e  easement. 



This rccmi;nendation i s  f?r a cite- acre s i t e  
eascnent on the 1 e f t  bank o f  the Pikiiif k t a l  i k 
Fiver  i n  sectlor! 35, T. 9 : R. 73 i l . ,  Sekt!ard 
r i a .  'This t?ascr,i~cnt f s t o  P a s l i i  t a t c  
use o f  the r fver ,  as i t  i s  s ! ieavi ly t reveled 
route t o  and frLm publ ic  land. 

The general r lol i t :  t o  enter clpon the lands for  
cltdastral , gw?O;?ntlc, o r  other survey 'Yurposes 
i s  reserved. 

An etlse,l,ient +s reserved f a r  ';he Criinsportation 
of energy, fue l  and natural  resources which are 
t i l e  pmperty o f  tt:!e !:nitad States o r  whfctr ?re 
Sntended for del ivery  t o  the !inlted States c r  
which are pmducod by the iinlted States. 

The f o l l o \ ~ f n g  easement was not r:onsiderd :)ecausz i t  l s  not  locat04 nn 
lands descrfbed i n  t h l s  notice. 

Thl s rs?cmmr~ndatlon i s  .for i! strearrsl de. easl?p!r-c-t 
on the . ident i f iable channels r,f .travel o r  
portage lktween Eair:: In le t  and Tal:selsluk La!(? 
(also known 4s Long Lake). Thia routc i s  %'w 
route between the ulo!~r~son " fver  drainaqe, nn 
which Easig l~ ik  IS located, and tbe  Saird Inlct 
area. The exact locations ~f the chettnels *!:d 
portaces are not  $veil itnownr bi j t  the fn tent  .?f 

t l ? l a  eases~ent i s  t o  reserve an easement on 
those areas c~sed i n  f a c t  on t!?e r:lro:r?ld. T t ~ e  
areas o f  t h i s  ptrrtagr! t ha t  are i n  the .t\tmat~tlii,?!. 
select ion area a re  re1 zt!voly 1 0 ~  ilo\!n nn tt:e 
portage syatart and the ,lchnscn ?ivr?r probably 
covers Pisst o f  t h i s  area. The athar p i i ~ t s  i:f 
the portage are .ldnnt,iP?w$ on the '!una?.itc!~t~2. 
select ion area. 

The Pol lowing easwents, riot si!nwn o l  the attnc'ied r ;ap; ,  wrc rc:. c::?:- 
sidered becatrscr! t > ~ a y  ?!ere onnts'ide t i le s r ~ l ~ c t i o : ?  arsa: 



7 119 A campsite i n  the iqapakiak selection area. 

Navigabi l i ty :  

The fo l lowing water bodies are determined t o  be navigable due t o  t rave l ,  
t rade and comnerce: 

Johnson River - through the se lect ion area t o  the v i l l a g e  o f  Kasigluk. 

P ikmikta l ik  River - flows i n t o  the Johnson River t o  the v i l l a g e  of 
Atmautluak. 

This no t i ce  does not  cover s ta tu to ry  reservations such as rai l roads, 
d l  tches , canals, telegraph 1 fnes, o r  granted rights-of-way. 

Wr i t ten conments must he f i l e d  w i t h  the Jo in t  Federal-State Land IJse 
Planning Conmisston, 733 West Fop@,&w, Sui t e  400, Anchorage, 
Alaska 99501, no l a t e r  than . R copy o f  any com- 
ments should also be sent t o  the State Director, Bureau of Land Planage- 
rnent. 555 Cordova Street. Anchorage, A1 aska 99501. 

Cur t is  V. McVee 
State Di rector  

CC : 
DM-A (102) 
Pub1 i c  Service (Fairbanks) 
Public Service (941 



DATE: 
OCT 13  197% 

R m L Y l w  SD 
A f T N  OF: 

SUBJECT: Final Easements for the 
Village of Atmautluak 

memorandum 
In reply refer to: 
2650.58 (932) 
FF 14835 EE 

TO: 
Chief, Division of Technical Services (941) 

The easement recommendations of the Land Use Planning Commission contained 
no changes from the Notice of Proposed Easements for the lands selected 
by the village of Atmautluak. Therefore, no second Easement and Navigability 
Task Force meeting was held. The final easement recornendations for the 
lands being conveyed to the village of Atmautluak are as follows: 

E.I.N. DESCRIPTION 

Discussion: 

Johnson River System 
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Attachment 62 

Discussion: 

An easememt for an existing access trail twenty- 
five (25) feet in width from Kasigluk easterly 
to Atmautluak and on to Bethel. The usage of 
roads and trails will be controlled by applicable 
State or Federal law or regulation. 

This easement is necessary for travel between 
villages and for access to public waters. This 
trail is a heavily used route between Kasigluk 
and Bethel. It is used by a number of people 
from a variety of villages and is necessary to 
provide public access across the selected lands 
to the villages and to public waters. Through 
various branches this trail also provides 
access to public lands. 

A one (1) acre site easement upland of the 
ordinary high water mark in Sec. 4, T. 8 N., R. 
74 W., S.M., on the left bank of the Johnson 
River. The site is for camping, staging, and 
vehicle use. Note: This easement corresponds 
to Nunapitchuk fi7 C4, C5. It is an existing 
gravel pad near the boundary of both village 
selections. 

This site is necessary as a resting and camping 
area along the navigable Johnson River. Both 
sides of the river are selected by Native 
corporations for many miles up and downstream 
from this location. This provides an upland 
area along the river for those seeking an area 
to stay overnight. This site facilitates the 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan ,,,,, ,,,. , ,,,,, ,, 
(REV. 7-76) 
GSAFPMR (41 CFR)IOI-91.6 
s010->12 



Discussion: 

use of the public waters i n  the r iver  and is 
necessary fo r  t h i s  public use. Originally, 
t h i s  s i t e  provided a storage area for  gravel 
used i n  the construction of the Kasigluk ai rport .  
The gravel for  the a i rpor t  has been removed but 
a gravel pad sui table  for  camping and staging 
remains i n  t h i s  low swampy area. 

A streamside easement twenty-five (25) f ee t  i n  
width upland of and para l le l  to  the ordinary 
high water mark on a l l  banks of the navigable 
portion of the  Johnson River throughout the 
Atmautluak selection.  Purpose is to  provide 
for  public use of waters having highly s ignif icant  
present recreational use. 

This easement i s  necessary to  f a c i l i t a t e  the 
public use of the public waters and resources 
found i n  the Johnson River. The Land Use 
Planning Commission concurred with t he  BLM 
recommendation fo r  t h i s  easement. 

A streamside easement twenty-five (25) f e e t  i n  
width upland of and pa ra l l e l  t o  the  ordinary 
high water mark on a l l  banks of the navigable 
portion of the Pikmiktalik River from the 
Johnson River t o  the v i l l age  of Atmautluak and 
a streamside easement twenty-five (25) f e e t  i n  
width upland of and para l le l  to  the  ordinary 
high water mark on a l l  banks and an easement on 
the e n t i r e  bed of the non-navigable portion of 
the P i l a ik t a l i k  River from the v i l l age  of 
Atmautluak northerly t o  public lands. Purpose 
is to  provide fo r  public use of waters having 
highly s ign i f ican t  present recreational use. 



Discussion: 

Discussion: 

Discussion: 

This easement i s  necessary fo r  u t i l i za t ion  of 
the public waters and resources i n  the Pikmiktalik 
(Tundra) River. This r i ve r  is one of the main 
t rave l  routes across Native selected land to  
lands remaining i n  public ownership. The Land 
Use Planning Commission concurred with the BLM 
recommendation fo r  t h i s  easement. 

A s i t e  easement upland of the  ordinary high 
water mark i n  Sec. 31, T. 11 N., R. 72 W., 
S.M., on the l e f t  bank of the  Pikmiktalik 
River. The s i t e  is one (1) acre i n  s i z e  with 
an addit ional 25-foot wide easement on the bed 
of the r iver  along the e n t i r e  waterfront of the 
site. The s i t e  i s  for  camping and vehicle use. 

This s i t e  is necessary a s  a res t ing and camping 
area along the public waters found i n  the 
Pikmiktalik River. The s i t e  would be used when 
the public i s  traveling along t h i s  r iver .  

A one (1) acre s i t e  easement upland of the 
ordinary high water mark i n  Sec. 35, T. 9 N . ,  
R. 73 W.,  S.M., on the l e f t  bank of the Pikmiktalik 
River. The s i t e  is for  camping, staging, and 
vehicle use. 

This easement is necessary t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the 
public use of the Pikmiktalik River a s  a route 
t o  public lands. The site i s  necessary t o  
provide a res t ing area and camping area fo r  
those using the r iver  a s  a t rave l  route between 
v i l lages  and public lands. 



Discussion: 

15 C 

Discussion: 

The right of the United States to enter upon 
the lands herein granted for cadastral, geodetic, 
or other survey purposes is reserved, together 
with the right to do all things necessary in 
connection therewith. 

Standard survey easement. 

Easements for the transportation of energy, 
fuel, and natural resources which are the 
property of the United States or which are 
intended for delivery to the United States or 
which are produced by the United States. These 
easements also include the right to build any 
related facilities necessary for the exercise 
of the right to transport energy, fuel, and 
natural resources, including those related 
facilities necessary during periods of planning, 
locating, constructing, operating, maintaining, 
or terminating transportation systems. The 
specific location of these easements shall be 
determined only after consultation with the 
owner of the servient estate. Whenever the use 
of such easement will require removal or relocation 
of any structure owned or authorized by the 
owner of the servient estate, such use shall 
not be initiated without the consent of the 
owner of such improvement; provided, however, 
that the United States may exercise the right 
of eminent domain if such consent is not given. 
Only those portions of these easements that are 
actually in use or that are expressly authorized 
on March 3, 1996, shall continue to be in 
force. 

Standard transportation easement. 



The waters in this selection area are not considered to be affected by 
tidal influence and therefore the marine coastline easement does not 
apply to this area. The identification of a periodic coastline easement 
as per the Calista easement agreement does not apply to these lands. 
The easements as listed above are complete and no additional easement 
work is required before the draft DIC is prepared. 

Acting 
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Mr. Ron Swanson 
Land Management Officer 
State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
323 Fast Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Swanson: 

Enclosed is the draft SD memo for Atmautluak Ltd., for the 

village of Atmautluak and lands selected in which lists the 

section 17(b) easement recommendations which have been conformed 

to the new easement regulations issued November 27, 1978. Please 

review these recommendations and if you disagree with them, 

notify this office within the next ten (10) days. If we do not 

hear of an objection by the State, we will assume you agree with 

these recommendations and the final easement recommendations will 

be issued as enclosed. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Robert D. Arnold 

Robert D. Arnold 
Assistant to the State Director 
for ANCSA 

Enclosures: 
Draft SD memo 
Draft DIC 
Maps 



The acreage included in this draft DIC is only a portion of the 
total entitlement. For various reasons listed in the enclosed 
information sheet (I1Reviewing the Draft Conveyance Docwnentsll), 
we are unable to convey the entire entitlement at this time, but 
it will be conveyed at a later date. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert D. Arnold 
Assistant to the State Director 
ANCSA 

Enclosures: 
Draft SD Memo 
Draft DIC 



The acreage included in this draft DIC is only a portion of the 
total entitlement. For various reasons listed in the enclosed 
information sheet ("Reviewing the Draft Conveyance Documentsu), 
we are unable to convey the entire entitlement at this time, but 
it will be conveyed at a later date. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Robert D. Arnold 

Robert D. Arnold 
Assistant to the State Director 
ANCSA 

Enclosures: 
Draft SD Memo 
Draft DIC 



The Johnson River and its interconnecting sloughs throughout 

the selection. 

The Pikmiktalik River and its interconnecting sloughs from 

where it flows from the interconnecting unnamed lake system 

between Nunavakanukakslak Lake and the Johnson River in Sec. 12, 

T. 9 N., R. 74 W., Seward Meridian downstream to its confluence 

with the Johnson River. 

The unnamed lake system between the Pikmiktalik and Johnson 

River in Secs. 7, 8, 17, 18, 19, 20, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 

and 33 T. 9 N,, R. 73 W.; and Secs. 2, 3, 4, and 10, T. 8 N., 

R. 74 W., Seward Meridian. 

All other named and unnamed water bodies within the lands to be 

conveyed were reviewed. Based on existing evidence, they were 

considered nonnavigable. 

ALLOWABLE USES: 

All easements are subject to applicable 

Federal, State, or municipal corporation 

regulation. The following is a listing of 

uses allowed for each type of easement iden- 

tified. Uses which are not specifically 

listed are prohibited. 



variety of villages and is necessary to provide 

public access across the selected lands to the 

villages and public waters. Through various 

branches, this trail also provides access to 

public lands. 

b. (EIN 11 C4) A site easement, upland of the ordinary 

high water mark, in Sec. 31, F, 11 N., R. 72 W . ,  

Seward Meridian, on the left bank of the Pikmiktalik 

River. The site is one (1) acre in size with an 

additional twenty-five (25) foot wide easement on 

the bed of the river along the entire waterfront 

of the site. The uses allowed are those listed 

above for a one (1) acre site. 

Discussion: 

This easement is necessary to facilitate use of 

Pikmiktalik River as a travel route. The site is 

necessary to provide a resting area and temporary 

camping area for those using the river as a travel 

upland of the ordinary high water mark, in Sec. 35, 

T. 9 N., R; 73 W., Seward Meridian, on the left 

bank of the Pikmiktalik River. The uses allowed 

are those listed above for a one (1) acre site. 



c. (EIN 10 C4) A streamside easement, twenty-five 

(25) feet in width, upland of and parallel to the 

ordinary high water mark on all banks of the 

navigable portion of the Pikmiktalik River, from 

the Johnson River to the village of Atmautluak, 

and a streamside easement twenty-five (25) feet in 

width upland of and parallel to the ordinary high 

water mark on all banks of the non-navigable 

portion of the Pikmiktalik River from the village 

of Atmautlauk northerly to public lands. 

Discussion: 

This easement is recreational in nature. It does 

not meet the requirements of the new easement 

regulations published November, 27, 1978. 

d. (EIN 14 C) The right of the United States to 

enter upon the lands herein granted, for cadastral, 

geodetic or other survey purposes, is reserved, 

together with the right to do all things necessary 

in connection therewith. 

Discussion: 

The new easement regulations make no provision for 

this type of easement. @RifiFT - , I  



f. (EIN 16b C5) A n  easement twenty (20) feet in 

width for a proposed buried powerline from the 

village of ~tmautluak in Sec. 20, T. 9 N., R. 73 W., 

Seward Meridian, northwesterly to the powerplant at 

the village of Nunapitchuk. 

Discussion: 

Final design necessary to assure correct location 

of the proposed powerline is not complete at this time. 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Alaska State  Off ice  
701 C Street ,  Box 13 

Anchorage, Alaska 99513 
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To: Files 
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Fron:  Marty R a r s t e t t e r  

S u k j e c t :  Meet ing w i t h  C a l i s t a  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  D i s c u s s  C e r t a i n  
Water Bodies  Thought t o  b e  Nav igab le  by IJunapi tchuk,  
L i m i t e d  

On September 1 0 ,  1980, upon r e q u e s t  o f  C a l i s t a  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  
a meet ing  was h e l d  t o  d i s c u s s  c e r t a i n  w a t e r  b o d i e s  t h o u g h t  t o  
be  n a v i g a b l e  by Nunapi tchuk,  L i n i t e d  (NL) and n o t  d e t e r m i n e d  
nav igab le  i n  t h e  SD Elemo. Those i n  a t t e n d a n c e  are as f o l l o w s :  

Nelson  Agnapak 
F e l i x  H e s s  
Rober t  Nick 
J i m  Brennan 
Marty K a r s t e t t e r  
C a r l e n e  W e l f e l t  

ML was concerned  a b o u t  t h r e e  s p e c i f i c  water b o d i e s  and  p r o v i d e d  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n :  

1. The unnamed l a k e  sys t em i n  S e c s .  3 3  and 3 4 ,  T. 10  N . ,  
R. 74 W. and  S e c s .  3 ,  4 ,  5,  9 ,  and  10 ,  T. 9 N . ,  
R .  74 \I., Seward Mer id ian  i s  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  
Johnson R i v e r ,  Nunavakanukakslak Lake and an unnamed 
l a k e  sys tem l y i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  a l l  o f  which had b e e n  
de te rmined  n a v i g a b l e  by t h e  BLM. NL does  n o t  undcr -  
s t a n d  how a l l  t h e  a d j a c e n t  and  c o n n e c t i n g  water b o d i e s  
can  be de te rmined  n a v i g a b l e  and t h i s  sys tem r e n a i n  
nonnav igak le .  The sys t em i s  u s e d  by a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
10  t o  1 5  b o a t s  p e r  day  seven  d a y s  a  week f o r  i n t e r -  
v i l l a g e  t r a v e l  between t h e  v i l l a g e s  of  Nunapitchuk 
and At~nau t l u a k  . 
I s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was t h e  R L F l ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  i n c l u d e  
a l l  i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g  wa te r  b o d i e s  i n  t h c  a r e a  a s  b e i n g  
n a v i g a t l e ,  b u t  t h e  ndps  d i d  n o t  show them c o n n e c t i n g .  



2.  A l s o  t h o u g h t  n a v i g a b l e  by NL i s  an unnamed l a k e  i n  
S e c s .  1 5  and 16 ,  T. 9  N., R .  74 t 7 . ,  Seward I l ler idian.  
The l a k e  i s  used  f o r  t r a p p i n g  and o t h e r  s u b s i s t a n c e  
p u r p o s e s  wi th  most o f  t h e  use  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  month 
o f  Hay. Kayaks and c a n o e s  a r e  t h e  norlilal c r a f t s  used  
as t h e  l a k e  is l a n d l o c k e d .  

3 .  The unnamed l a k e  and i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g  s l o u g h  i n  S e c s .  27, 
28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and  33, T. 8  N., R.  76 W . ;  S e c s .  25, 
2 6 ,  35, and 36,  T. 8  N., R .  77 17.; S e c .  1, T .  7 M., 
R. 77 t i . ;  and S e c s .  4 ,  5, and  6 ,  T .  7  N . ,  R .  7 6  I!., 
Seward Mer id ian  i.s a l s o  b e l i e v e d  n a v i g a b l e  by 1JL. The 
sys tem is used f o r  s u b s i s t a n c e  p u r p o s e s .  

O n  September  11, 1980,  I d i s c u s s e d  t h e  above w a t e r  b o d i e s  w i t h  
Sherm Berg,  D i v i s i o n  o f  Resources .  H i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  a s  
f o l  lows : 

Water body 1 above  i s  i n  f a c t  n a v i g a b l e .  Because it 
i n t e r c o n n e c t s  w i t h  water b o d i e s  p r e v i o u s l y  d e t e r m i n e d  
n a v i g a b l e  i t  is t h e r e f o r e  a l s o  n a v i g a b l e .  The syster,i was 
n o t  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  S D  fileno b e c a u s e  t h e  sys t em i s  n o t  
shcwn a s  c o n n e c t i n g  on t h e  USGS quad maps. 

Water body 2  above i s  n o n n a v i g a b l e .  I t  is l a n d  locked  
and  watcr c r a f t  u sed  a r e  n o t  c a p a b l e  o f  c a r r y i n g  a  1 ,000 
pounds and  s u b s i s t a n c e  u s e s  a l o n e  a r e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
s u p p o r t  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a s  n a v i g a b l e .  

Water body 3  above is  n o n n a v i g a b l e .  S u b s i s t a n c e  u s e s  
a l o n e  arc n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  as 
n a v i g a b l e .  
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A Boat Ride from Bethel to Marshall 

7/23/03 

by Ted Horner 

If I said it was an easy trip, I'd be 
a liar, but regardless it had to be 
the most memorable boat hip I've 
ever taken. 

Hoping to stretch my water legs, I 
decided to try to make a solo 
cross country trip from Bethel 
across the tundra to the coast in 
my 16-footer. I had heard about 
the overland route, which 
required a portage between lakes, 
but didn't have a clue how to 
accomplish it. 

Armed with maps, GPS 
coordinates, a 100 foot Come-A- 
Long and loads of advice from 
Mike Rearden, Robert Sundown 
and Earl Atchak I headed out of 
Bethel Sunday morning last week 
(See map route page 12.) 

The trip down the Kuskokwim to 
the Johnson under a light rain was 

The interior route from Bethel to Marshall took about 3 lL? days covering 
approximately 450 miles through the tundra villages, out Baird Inlet and up the 
Kashunuk River to the Yukon. 

; uneventful as was the well-traveled route to the tundra village of Kasigluk 

Here's where it started getting tricky. 

The way to the 114 mile portage to Takslesluk Lake is a complicated route through many small and large lakes 
connected by tiny, hidden sloughs. 

Passing the old village of Nunachuk, I was passed by a lone fisherman in a skiff heading out to check his net on 
Kayigyalik Lake. I followed in his wake taking advantage of his shortcut through the dense underwater lake grass. 

As I passed him and waved, he was to be the last soul I would see for over 100 miles 

The further I traveled. the narrower the sloughs and the shallower the water until the boat was parting the grasses 
and the outboard churning mud. 



Just as I was resigned to pulling my boat through the shallow muddy water I spotted a manmade wooden structure in 
the distance. As I neared, I could see it was aramp from the water leading up to the tundra. Beyond, were railroad 
tracks heading toward another lake in the distance. 

This was finally the portage I had heard so much about. It appeared well-constructed with a small "car" that was 
pulled along the rails with a series of old rusty winches. 

It was a simple matter, even for me, to single-handedly crank the boat up the ramp, onto the car and move it toward 
the distant lake. However, as it passed the peak of the track and started heading downhill, the boat almost got away 
from me nearly crashing into the ramp on the other side. 

I was elated with the relative ease in locating the portage and then making the crossing with the boat and supplies. 

My joy turned to horror as I saw that beyond the exit ramp was 100 feet of mud separating the ramp from the edge 
of the lake! 

I had brought plastic pipe to roll the boat on and a come-a-long for hauling the boat but the mud was 12 inches of the 
gooiest, thickest mud and there was not a single tree or willow anywhere to attach the hoist. 

Trying to push even an empty boat along these rollers was a useless exercise in futility 

I recalled a comment by Mike Rearden before I left. He said something about a "dead man". I didn't exactly know 
what that was; only that it exactly described me if I didn't figure out something soon. 

Down at the distant water's edge 1 dug a long and deep trench and found a log to which I attached one end of by rope 
hoist and buried it under the muck. This log must be the dead man! It provided me an anchor and I was able to 
painfully, inch by inch, crank the boat to the shore over a period of about 10 hours. 

The next morning I was finally able to float the empty boat and pack all of my gas and supplies through the 
treacherous mud. I was exhausted, sore and blistered all to hell, but the sun rose to great clear morning skies, and I 
was triumphant and happy to be on my way. 

I traveled across Takslesluk Lake and found the slough at the west end which would lead to Puk Palik Lake which I 
crossed easily into another long slough and series of small lakes which passed through the most spectacular area for 
birds I have ever seen. Thousands of ducks, geese, crane, swans and others I couldn't begin to recognize. 

One goose took off flying, hearing my boat 
motor, and flew right at me before he 
realized his error. Three feet away from me 
I could clearly see his startled expression 
before he veered away. 

I wish I had Frank Keim or someone along 
who could identify the different birds for 
me. 

This area eventually emptied out into 
Kaghasuk Lake, a large body of water 
which finally emptied into what Earl 
Atchak termed the "ocean-like lake", or 
Baird Inlet. Miles ahead, off in the 
distance, were the hills of Nelson Island, 
and while the Inlet was truly like an ocean, 
it had sandbars like a river and soon I got 
stuck. 



Later, I was on my way following the I I 
northem shore of Nelson Island which led 
to the Ninglick River and <after dodging 
more sandbars and some large waves, I 
made it finally to Newtok in the late 
afternoon on the low tide. 

I made my way to Tom's Store and was 
given helpl l  advice by Stanley Tom. He 
invited me for soup, which I had to decline 
as the weather was calm, the tide was 
coming in and I wanted to make it around 
the Naskonat Peninsula before dark. 

I took off at 7:30 pm with calm water on 
the Ninglick River following it out to the 
Bering Sea Rounding the peninsula and 
starting to cross the mouth of the Aphrewn 
River toward Hazen Point, a south wind 
came up and combining with the river 
currents and incoming tides, started 
creating large swells. The boat was hoisted onto a tram car which was winched from one end 

of the portage to the other. 

I was forced to cut my speed down to a creep and suffered the cold water streaming over the bow for several hours, 
finally reaching Hazen Point in one piece. 

By this time the tide was going out and I was rapidly being trapped on a large sandbar, so I threw out an anchor, had 
dinner and went to sleep for my second night. 

Early the next morning I awoke to the sound of water rushing and saw that the tide was returning. The waters were 
relatively calm so I wasted no time heading up the river in search of Earl Atchak's fish camp. He had invited me for 
the "best coffee on the coast" and I was ready to tly it out. 

The region at the lower end of the 
Aphrewn River is absolutely flat 
without a stick of anything rising 
above the tundra One can see for 
miles, even seated in an open skiff 

The river was mainly calm but there 
were stretches of rough water, which 
were worse than anything I had 
encountered in the ocean the evening 
before. 

I passed numerous fish camps early 
that morning but, no one stirred so I 
just passed on by. Following my 
directions I finally made it to Earl's 
camp at 9 am., which was equally as 
silent as the others'. Rather than 
disturbing them, I hed up to the bank 

The west end of the portage endedin 100 feet of mud leading up to fhe and did some housekeeping lncludmg 
organizing my gear and putting my wet 



clothes out to dry in the morning sun. 
water. Burvino a larae loo as a "dead man" in a trench served as an . ~ ~ ~ <  - 

anchor fora c o m e ~ l o n ~  allowing the boat to be hauled, inch by inch, 
for 12 hours to the water's edge. Shortly afterward, Earl popped his 

head out of his Weatherport tent, 
stretched and looking around was 

surprised to find me parked at his camp unannounced. 

He welcomed me, us meeting face-to-face for the first time, and he put on some of his famous coffee. The fish camp 
was without many amenities, but he did have a small Honda generator running his all-important coffee grinder, 
which went to work on his whole bean San Francisco French Roast coffee! 

Earl and Lisa Unin along with son Ethan Smart and nephew Harold Atchak were wonderful hosts allowing me to 
rest and hang up clothes to dry. We lunched on fresh fried whitefish from their nearby set net as well as a version of 
Chevak sushi which is called qasa'iagaq made from a special black fin whitefish. It is eaten raw right out of the 
water! 

PeterTulik, from his fish camp next door, stopped by for a visit 
and we were interrupted by low flying planes overhead bound 
for Hooper Bay. Peter wanted me to plead for a "No Fly Zone" 
over the fish camps! 

I rested for the remainder of the morning and part of the 
afternoon while Earl went over my upcoming trip to the Yukon 
on the Kashunuk River. As a real taskmaster, he made me recite 
back to him the directions over and over. 

When my clothes were dry and I felt I knew where I was going, 
I departed about 4 p.m. that afternoon. 

It wasn't long before I got in trouble, taking a wrong turn, 
heading back downriver and almost back to Earl's camp before 
I discovered my error. Burned an entire hour. 

Heading up the Aphrewn, which turns into the Kashunuk River, 
I noticed a gradual change in scenery. Willows started 
appearing along the banks and lake grass in the river. However, 
this was not like the thick lake grass found near the tundra 
villages of Nunapitchuk and Kasigluk. The Kashunuk grass is 
like angel hair pasta, which wraps itself around the motor prop 
quickly disabling the engine. It wraps so tight it has to be cut 
off with a knife. 

Getting stuck in one such shallow region of the river, I had to 
walk the boat for a mile before I was clear enough of the stuff 

Lisa Unin brews up a pot of freshly ground 
gourmet coffee at fish camp on the Aphrewn River, 
east of Chevak. 

- 
to get going again. 

As I moved up the Kashunuk the trees got larger and larger and birds, smaller and smaller until I no longer saw the 
large white swans lumbering off the water at the sound of my boat. 

I was on the lookout for moose and bear but saw none of either, 

I camped that night in a slough below Owl Village. The next morning the previous sunny skies had given way to 
cold, wind and rain, so I wasted no time in moving up the river toward the Yukon. 



The upper Kashunuk River 
becomes very windy with many 
switchbacks, and very narrow - 
almost to the size of a creek. 

I finally anived at 5:15 p.m. at 
the Yukon Riverjust below 
Pilot Station. I was greeted with 
gusty south winds creating a 
sandstorm fiom the bars and 
large waves, which were 
frankly frightening to me. 

Saying a prayer I headed 
directly across the river toward 
the cliffs and followed the shore 
up to Pilot. I asked directions 
for the house of Andrew and 
Susie Makaily, and finding it, I 
discovered they were in Bethel, 
but their children Jackie and 
Andrew, 111 took good care of 
me with a hot shower, a great 

Earl Atchak, son Ethan Smart, Lisa Unin and nephew Harold Atchak at their meal and a warm place to sleep 
Aphrewn River fish camp. The family generously provided food and a place to for the night. Thank you 
rest. much! 

Rising early the next morning (Thursday), I headed upriver to Marshall where I was warmly welcomed by Leslie 
Hunter and Elena Sergei who fed me and offered me a place to park my boat and store my gear while 1 flew home to 
file this report in the newspaper. 

(Trip to be continued.. . ) 

Completing the Circle of the Delta 



The 800-mile boatjoumey started in Bethel and traveled behind Kasigluk to 
Nelson Island to Ule Yukon and concluded through portages behind Russian 
Mission down the Johnson River, back to Bethel. 

Completing the first leg of my boating journey from Bethel to the coast and up to the Yukon, I left my somewhat 
battered 16-foot Jon boat and gear in Marshall under the care of Leslie Hunter, Sr. and flew back to Bethel to file the 
report in last week's newspaper edition. 

The ocean hip and crossing of Hazen Bay had taken its toll on the lightweight riveted boat, not really designed for 
rough water. Rivets had worked loose and the already leaky boat was only getting worse. Leaving the boat in 
Marshall for a few days, I hired Nick Andrew, J r  to attempt patching repairs on the poor vessel which he did but 
when we put the boat in the water last week when I returned, we discovered a weld had cracked near the bow and 
had to make-do with emergency patching compoimd, which only helped a little. 

Monday morning, I pointed the boat upriver in the direction of Russian Mission for a four-hour ride. Strong 
southwest winds stirred up huge waves along certain stretches forcing me to nun along the beaches and sandbars. 
Rounding the bend at Ohogamiul, I encountered some of the worst waves I had seen y et. 

Early that afternoon, I pulled safely into Russian Mission and located Joe Kozevnikoff who I had arranged to help 
me make the trip through the portages from Russian Mission back to the Kuskokwim. Joe Boy, as he is widely 
known throughout the Yukon, is one of the few people who still regularly makes the "High Portage" crossings that 
link the Yukon and the Kuskokwim Rivers. 

Accompanying us on the trip were his 
three oldest children - Robert, 
Marianne and Gary, and by the time 
we departed Russian Mission with 
provisions and 30 gallons of gas, the 



boat was riding low in the water 
creeping along with my 25 hp 
outboard. 

The mouth of Portage Slough is about 
7 miles downriver from Marshall and 
winds its way east through wooded 
areas full of game. In the 2 112 hour 
trip up the slough, we saw moose, 
black bear, porcupines, bald eagles and 
the ever-present ducks. 

By 8:45 that evening we reached the 
"high portage". By emptying the boa! 
of gas and other heavy gear and using 
the trusty come-a-long, we dragged the 
boat and motor up the steep bank to 
the start of the tramway tracks. 
According to Joe, the simple tram 
svstem was constructed in the 80s. but 
&om recent disuse the tracks were' 
heavily overgrown with grass and 
weeds. but were still usable with 

The firstpo-ge encountered was "High Portage" beginning with a steep 
incline up the bank of Portage Slough to reach the start of the tramway 
where the boat and gear was loaded on a car and winched up a steep hill 
(below). While hard work, this was to be the easiest portage during the 

cauuon. journey. Above, Marianne, Joe and Gary push the boat while Robert 
operated the come-a-long from above. 

We hoisted the boat and gear up onto 
the tramcar and began pushing it down the track through a long meadow, which led to the base of another steep 
incline. This was called the high portage because of the steepness of the hill. At the top was a manual, two-handled 
winch used to drag the boat to the summit. Joe was quite experienced and knew exactly how to organize the 
operation. 

From here it was level followed by a downhill push toward the distant lake. At the end of the tram we discovered 
how low the water level actually was. The tram fell short of the lake by several hundred yards. Using discarded 
pipes and tree limbs as rollers, we pushed the boat finally to the water, arriving after midnight. 

Reports from local people I had spoken to in 
Russian Mission indicated that the water level 
was high in the lakes, but this was obviously 
very untrue. Pushing on toward a narrow slough 
that was to lead to an adjoining lake we found it 
to be totally dry and we faced a tough, muddy 
portage of about for a 114-mile. 

Crossing about half the distance, darkness and 
exhaustion closed in at 3:00 am and we camped 
for the night. I fell asleep hoping we were 
through the worst of the portage and early the 
next morning I awoke to the sound of a plane 
circling overhead. 

Though we were in an isolated area, we were 
apparently on the flight route of incoming planes 
to Russian Mission from Kalskag and elsewhere. 
However, this was a white floatplane with red 
markings which I recognized as the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service's Husky and I first feared 



that some emergency, death m the f m l y  or 
other tragedy brought searchers l o o h g  for me 
It turned out that Refuge Manager M ~ k e  Rearden 
and biologist Patrick Snow were flying up to 
paimiut for the day and decided to check out the 
portage, recognized my boat and landed to say 
hello. 

We chatted for a short while and they departed 
on their way. Meanwhile, Joe and his crew were 
soundly sleeping and when they later woke up 
Joe said I should have woken him because he 
would have asked if the plane could drop off our 
heavier supplies at a distant lake. 

That hadn't occurred to me and this was a 
mistake my sore body would soon regret. 

Eating a quick breakfast with coffee, we 
continued to haul the boat through the portage 
between the small lakes and slowly motored to 
the far end to start our longest portage of the trip 
at 4 pm. 

Consistent with the other lakes, the water level 
was low, the lowest Joe had ever seen, which 
was contributed to by the poor snowfall last 
winter and lack of rain. 

The portage up the gradual incline and down 
over nearly dry tundra seemed like many miles 
but was actually only a mile. Collecting rollers 
from every possible source, we accumulated 43 
by the time we had finished, according to 16- 

Joe and Marianne guide the tram up the hill as Gary and Robert year-old Gary Kozevnikoff, who had been 
operate the manual winch. counting. 

The task became a grueling endurance test 
throughout the night with occasional breaks for 
coffee and snacks. All gas cans and heavy gear had 
to be offloaded and packed by hand along the route. 
Soon a real system of teamwork developed as the 
boat was pushed by all-hands along the stretch of 
rollers, the trailing rollers collected and placed 
again ahead of the boat and the heavy gear packed 
along the route. This was repeated over and over 
again and we got so good at it that it required 
almost no communication, which was fine with me 
- 1 was too exhausted to talk. 

Joe ingeniously devised a "sled of poles, tarp and 
rope that allowed us to carryldrag some of the more 
awkward items. 

Despite the grueling work, no sleep, the cold rain 
that began, there wasn't a complaint from anyone. 



Everybody just pushed on reaching the water's edge 
at Kulik Lake by dawn. 

The night rain cleared to a spectacular crimson 
sunrise reflecting off the water. I 

short nap in the warm sun. Low water required over a mile of dragging the boat and gear 
over dry tundra using logs and anything else available as 
rollers. Above, Gary, Robert and Joe work their way across the 

Somewhat refreshed, we headed out at 2:30 that portage during the 2nd day. 
afternoon in search of the start of the Johnson 
River. We had an option of taking the shorter route to Lower Kalskag, but as this required another portage, we 
decided to return the long way down the Johnson River. 

The area was a maze of shallow lakes and creeks, but somehow Joe found the correct route to the Johnson. The key, 
he said, was to watch for the current, which would lead to the river. At first, heavy pushing gave way to very narrow 
and winding creeks that got slowly deeper and wider. 

Later that afternoon we stopped at a high rise 
of tundra that is used as a camp by hunters 
and we found a sea of ripe salmonberries, 
which we picked for a while before 
continuing on our way. 

The next 9 or 10 hours down the headwaters 
of the Johnson River was slow going with the 
water choked with grass and numerous 
beaver dams which Joe had to chop his way 



through and "jump" with the boat. During 
several hours of this stretch, my body 
shutdown and I napped in the boat. 

Finally, we reached the mouth of Crooked 
Creek, which leads toward Lower Kalskag. 
Here, the underwater grass thinned out 
allowing us to run at top speed until we 
reached a cabin at 3 am where we made camp 
after 36 hours without anight of sleep. Firing 
up the stove with split spruce logs we slowly 
warmed up with cups of tea and slept until 
about noon that morning. 

Joe located flour and rice and began making 
fry bread with rice to which we added a can 
of chili. I learned on this trip the lesson of 
eating lots of food to keep my energy levels 
up. Joe would encourage everyone to eat and 
eat. 

Taking stock of our supplies, we found we 
were getting low on food and water and 
perilously low on gasoline. We were unsure if 
we would make to Nunapitchuk. We just 
hoped for the best. 

We broke camp and departed the cabin at 3 
pm, making a steady 20 miles each hour 
down the Johnson. The river widened and 
was relatively free of hazards and I was able 
to share the boat driving duties. 

This stretch of the Johnson River is extremely 
remote and not frequently traveled this time 
of year and was full of swans, cranes, ducks 
and other waterfowl. The swans were losing 
their feathers and several times we came 
upon them and drove right by them, as they 

A tired crew affer an all-night portage arriving during sunrise at couldn,t flee, Kulic Lake. Over 43 rollers were used to move the boat nearly one 
mile through the last portage. 

The wooded areas gave way to bare tundra 
and we happened upon a boat with Adrian 

Tobeluk and his family who were from Nunap and we asked the distance to the village which he said was about 1 
112 hours. We took a snack break as the Tobeluk family departed for home. Soon we were on our way and afier 
passing a bend we found that Adrian had been waiting for us, evidently to guide us to the village. This was a good 
thing because we never would have found our way through the lakes and sloughs to Nunapitchuk in the failing 
evening light. Our thanks for Adrian's thoughtfulness. Quyana! 

As we crossed Nunavakanukakslak Lake north of the village our engine sputtered to a stop and we switched tanks to 
one that just had drops of gas in it and arrived on fumes! We docked the boat and I looked up Robert Nick who 
kindly took us in to get warmed up with coffee, soup and d ~ y  fish. He generously gave us six gallons of gas and a 
12-pack of pop as we headed down the Johnson River after midnight. Thank you Robert! 

This was more my countty than 
Joe's so I attempted to take the 



lead in navigating us home. I did 
okay until I attempted to take 
the shortcut up Napakiak Slough 
and mis-judging the tides almost 
got us grounded for the night on 
a sandbar. Turning around and 
heading out toward the Johnson 
River mouth, we made it around 
the bend up the Kuskokwim 
after hitting a few more 
sandbars. A mile or so up the 
Kuskokwim, we hit another 
large sandbar in the dark and 
after working our way around it 
finally got into the channel with 
Napakiak only 3 miles away. 

Then the motor died and we 
discovered that we must have 
mis-judged our fuel needs. We 
got the motor started again by 
tilting gas cans and slowly Kulic Lake proved so shallow that the boat and gear had to 

up the Kuskokwim not be dragged for three miles before the crew could climb 
lmowing whether we should aboard and start the engine. beach ourselves on a sandbar to 
keep from drifting further downriver or to press-on hoping to make Napakiak on our dwindling gas supply. 

I was ready to empty the Coleman stove gas into the Cue1 tank when the lights oCNapakiak came into view 

It was 4 am and not a house light was lit as we anchored on the beach. Not having any close friends in Napakiak, I 
nevertheless went to the nearby house of Fritz and Alice Andrew and knocked on the door to ask for a few gallons of 
gas. Fritz kindly received us but he only had pre-mixed gas but directed me to his neighbor Henry Willie who we 
woke up. Henry helped us out with three gallons of gas for which he refused any payment. He and Katie Vincent 
invited us into their home to warm up and they even gave me a pair of dry socks! Quyana for your thoughtfulness! 

We were on our way and 1 managed to avoid the rest of the sandbars on the way home and we pulled into Bethel at 
about 5:30 am. exact ly  3 112 days and approximately 250 rough river and portage miles since we pulled out of 
Russian Mission. This completed a circle route starting from the Kuskokwim to Nelson Island to the Yukon and 
back to the Kuskokwim of over 800 miles. 

Many boating, camping and survival lessons were learned, but most importantly the toughness, kindness and 
generosity of the people or  the region, without whose help the journey would not be possible. Thank you all! 

(As an editorial footnote, it is sad to see the declining use and deteriorating condition of these portage facilities that 
once provided such a vital transportation and cultural link between areas ofour region. With millions being 
proposed and spent on roads, highways and other transportation systems - it would be a true service to the region 
to repair and upgrade these portage links for the benefit of all.) 
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Alaska State Office

222 West Seventh Avenue, #13
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

http://www.blm.gov/ak

In Reply Refer To: SEP — 2 2010
AA-086376
AA-086377
AA-086378
AA-086379
AA-086380
1864 (AK9270)

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

DECISION

State of Alaska AA-086376, AA-086377,
Department of Natural Resources AA-086378, AA-086379,
Attn: Tom Irwin, Commissioner AA-086380
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1400 Yukon-Kuskokwim
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 1-3650 Portage Waterbodies

ADMINISTRATIVE WAIVER GRANTED
APPLICATION APPROVED

On March 10, 2006, the State of Alaska (State) filed five separate applications for recordable
disclaimers of interest for the lands underlying the water bodies comprising the Yukon
Kuskokwim Portage (Y-K Portage).’ The State filed these applications under the provisions of
Section 315 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of October 21, 1976 (FLPMA),
43 U.S.C. § 1745, and the regulations contained in 43 CFR Subpart 1864. The Y-K Portage
consists of nine waterbodies and four land portages. The State applied for the lands underlying
the following waterbodies: Mud Creek and Unnamed Lake #1 (AA-086376); Crooked Creek and
Johnson River (AA-086377);2 Kulik Lake and Unnamed Lake #2 (AA-086378);3 Unnamed

Michael L. Menge, DNR, Commissioner, to Henri Bisson, State Director, BLM, March 10, 2006, files
AA-086376, AA-086377, AA-086378, AA-086379, AA-086380 (1864), Alaska State Office, BLM records,
Anchorage (hereafter BLM records). The reference documents are also available in these files.
2 On November 17, 2006, the State clarified the description of Crooked Creek. Michael L. Menge, DNR,

Commissioner, to Julia Dougan, Acting State Director, BLM, AA-086377 (1864), BLM Records.
~ On March 12, 2007, the State clarified the Kulik Lake and Unnamed Lake #2 application to exclude a small

unnamed lake from their map, located in section 3, T. 18 N., R. 63 W., SM., and correct the corresponding legal
description for Unnamed Lake #2, where the initial application listed the lake in sections 23 and 24, but the map

United States Department of the Interior

TAKE PRIDE
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Lake #3 and Unnamed Lake #4 (AA-086379); and the Talbiksok River, beginning in Section 13,
Township 19 North, Range 64 West, Seward Meridian (SM), Alaska, to its confluence with
Portage Slough of the Yukon River (AA-086380).

The State contends these water bodies were navigable at the time of statehood and, therefore,
title to the submerged lands vested in the State upon entry to the Union on January 3, 1959. The
State’s applications for disclaimers of interest are based on the Equal Footing Doctrine, the
Submerged Lands Act of May 22, 1953, the Alaska Statehood Act, the Submerged Lands Act of
1988, or any other legally cognizable reason.

The Submerged Lands Act of 1953, 43 U.S.C. §1311(a), granted and confirmed to the states title
to the lands beneath inland navigable waters within the boundaries of the respective states. It
also gave the states the right and power to manage, and administer these lands in accordance
with state law. Section 6 (m) of the Alaska Statehood Act, July 7, 1958, made the Submerged
Lands Act applicable to Alaska.4 Section 3 15(a) of FLPMA authorizes the Secretary of the
Interior to issue a document of disclaimer of interest(s) in any lands in any form suitable for
recordation, where the disclaimer will help remove a cloud on the title of such lands and where
he determines a record interest of the United States in lands has terminated by operation of law
or is otherwise invalid.

In support of its applications, the State submitted two Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
memoranda addressing the navigability of certain water bodies on the Y-K Portage
(November 8, 1984,~ and July 8, 19856); the section entitled “Russian Mission Summer Portage”
from a BLM report on the Kuskokwim River Region;7 and a United States Army Corps of
Engineers’ (USACE) reconnaissance report on the Y-K Portage, dated January 31, 1971.8 The
State also supplied reference maps for each application which generally depicts the route of the
Y-K Portage. Pursuant to 43 CFR 1864.1 -2(c)( 1) and (d), unless a waiver is granted, a legal
description of the lands for which a disclaimer is sought must be based on either an official
United States public land survey or a metes and bounds survey tied to the nearest corner of an
official public land survey. In its applications, the State of Alaska also requested a waiver of this
requirement under 43 CFR 1864.1-2(d).

It is determined that a survey description of the subject water body is not needed to adjudicate
the State’s application, and the waiver is hereby granted. The location of the subject water
bodies, shown below, is depicted on the U.S. Geological Survey, Russian Mission (1:250,000)

shows the lake in sections 22 and 23. Scott Ogan, DNR, Natural Resource Manger to Thomas P. Lonnie, State
Director, BLM, March 12, 2007, AA-086378 (1864), BLM records.
‘~ 72 Stat. 339, 343
~ DSD for Conveyance Management (960) to Chief, Branch of Conveyance Services (962), November 8, 1984,

BLM records. The subject of this memo is “Navigable Waters of the Kuskokwim Region, Alaska.”
6 James Ducker, Historian, to Chief, Navigability Section, subject: “Water Bodies Determined Navigable in

Regional Report Process as of July 10, 1985,” July 8, 1985, BLM records.
‘ C. Michael Brown, “Alaska’s Kuskokwim River Region: A History.” Unpublished manuscript, BLM Alaska State

Office, 1985.
~ U.S., Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, Alaska District, “Reconnaissance Report, Section 107

Investigation, Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage, Alaska, January 31, 1971.”
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Quadrangle map (1980). The ordinary high water mark of these water bodies is the legal
boundary of the submerged lands. Since these are ambulatory boundaries, the location of which
may change over time, there is no need for a survey in order to process this application.
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Location of the Y-K Portage

Notice of the State’s application was published in the Federal Register on June 25, 2007. The
BLM prepared a draft report, “Summary Report for the Navigability of the Water Bodies within
the Yukon Kuskokwim Portage in the Lower Kuskokwim Subregion, Alaska” which described
the State’s applications and supporting evidence, riparian land status, physical character, and
historical uses.

The BLM sent copies of its draft report to the following, inviting their review and comments and
affording them an opportunity to provide additional information: State of Alaska; Calista
Corporation, a regional Native corporation; The Kuskokwim Corporation (Successor in Interest
to Upper Kaiskag, Incorporated and Lower Kalskag, Incorporated), a village Native corporation;
Russian Mission Native Corporation, a village Native corporation; Association of Village
Council Presidents; Village of Lower Kaiskag; Village of Kaiskag; Iqurmiut Traditional Council;
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).
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Public notice of the State’s applications, and the availability of the draft navigability report, was
published in the Anchorage Daily News (June 29, and July 6 and 13, 2007) and in the Tundra
Drums (July 5, 12, and 19, 2007). Information about these applications, including the draft
report, was also posted on the BLM-Alaska website.9

During the published notice period, the BLM received several comments from both the State and
the USFWS. No other comments were received. In two separate letters, dated August 24, 2007,
the State concurred with the BLM’s findings, and offered some minor technical corrections.~0
Those comments, where appropriate, were addressed in the final report. On September 25, 2007,
the State requested the BLM to consider all comments prior to issuing a decision on the State’s
application. The USFWS provided the BLM with three separate memoranda. On
August 24, 2007, the USFWS offered the BLM suggestions and minor technical corrections to
the draft report.1’ Those comments, where appropriate, were also addressed in the final report.
On September 21, 2007, the USFWS expressed their disagreement to the State’s request for a
waiver of survey, urging the BLM to require more precision in describing the land applied for.’2
On October 23, 2007, the USFWS cautioned the BLM to include the federal land managing
agencies and others, when considering State’s comments, should the State provide additional
information.’3 None of the comments presented significant factual information or evidence to
support or negate the BLM’s draft findings.

The BLM prepared a comprehensive review of the lands applied for which discussed the land
status, previous conveyance actions by the BLM, and the physical character and historical uses
of the waterbodies within the Y-K Portage for travel, trade, and commerce. Any alterations to
submerged lands were examined to assess whether or not water bodies became navigable
because of the alterations. Water bodies deemed to be navigable before any improvements were
made will remain navigable regardless of the nature of the improvements. The location of
upland land ownership boundaries where natural ambulatory movement (accretion or reliction)
has occurred or where drought conditions of water bodies exist follow riparian boundary law.
The BLM considered all comments, and on August 26, 2010, the BLM issued its final report,
entitled, “Federal Interest in Lands Underlying the Water Bodies within the Yukon-Kuskokwim
Portage in the Lower Kuskokwim Subregion, Alaska.”

~ hlip://www.bl m.gov/aklstlen/prog/rdi .htrnl
~ August 24, 2007, Tammas Brown, DNR, Natural Resource Manager, to Mike Brown and Jack Frost, and to Callie

Webber, AA-086376, AA-086377, AA-086378, AA-086379, AA-086380 (1864), BLM records.
“Thomas 0. Melius, Regional Director, USFWS, to Alaska State Director, BLM, AA-086376, AA-086377, AA
086378, AA-086379, AA-086380 (1864), BLM records.
12 Acting Regional Director, USFWS, to Alaska State Director, BLM, AA-086376, AA-086377, AA-086378, AA

086379, AA-086380 (1864), BLM records.
13 Chief, Division of Realty and Natural Resources, USFWS, to Chief, Branch of Survey Planning and Preparation,

BLM, AA-086376, AA-086377, AA-086378, AA-086379, AA-086380 (1864), BLM records.
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BACKGROUND

The lands applied for are located entirely within the boundary of the Yukon Delta National
Wildlife Refuge, established under the Alaska National Interest Conservation Act (P.L. 96-487)
on December 2, 1980. None of these lands were reserved or withdrawn on the date of statehood.
Certain riparian lands have been conveyed out of federal ownership under the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act. There are several Native allotments, conveyed under the Native
Allotment Act, located along the Y-K Portage. The State does not have any riparian land along
the Y-K Portage.

The Federal test of navigability is found in The Daniel Ball, 77, U.S. (10 Wall.) 557 (1870). The
U.S. Supreme Court stated: “Those rivers must be regarded as public navigable rivers in law
which are navigable in fact. And they are navigable in fact when they are used, or are
susceptible of being used, in their ordinary condition, as highways for commerce, over which
trade and travel are or may be conducted in the customary modes of trade and travel on water.”

In assessing the navigability of inland water bodies, the BLM relies upon this test as well as
Federal statutes, Federal case law, and the advice of the Interior Department’s Solicitor’s Office.
Relevant Federal statutes include the Submerged Lands Act of 1953 and the Submerged Lands
Act of 1988. Associate Solicitor Hugh Garner’s memo of March 16, 1976, (“Title to submerged
lands for purposes of administering ANCSA”) and Regional Solicitor John Allen’s memo of
February 25, 1980 (“Kandik, Nation Decision on Navigability”) provide valuable guidance on
applying title navigability law in Alaska.

APPLICATION APPROVED

The United States affirms it has no interest in the lands described below because all of the
federal interests passed to the State of Alaska at the time of statehood (January 3, 1959).
Approving the State’s application for a recordable disclaimer of interest will remove a cloud on
the title by providing certainty about the ownership of submerged lands underlying those nine
waterbodies comprising the Y-K Portage, all located within the Lower Kuskokwim Subregion.
Without this certainty, ownership between the two sovereigns, the State of Alaska and the United
States, is unclear. This lack of clarity of sovereign ownership greatly complicates the application
of natural resources laws and other laws to the submerged lands involved. Resolving clouds on
title between the State of Alaska and the United States is thus of even greater importance than
resolving title between a private party and the United States.
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Accordingly, based on the foregoing, the final navigability report, and the documentation
contained in the case record, I have determined that the State’s application for a recordable
disclaimer of interest is legally sufficient within the provisions of Section 315 of FLPMA and the
regulations contained in 43 CFR Subpart 1864. The United States affirms it has no interest in the
lands described below. Therefore, the State’s application for a recordable disclaimer of interest
is hereby approved, as follows:

1. Mud Creek, between the ordinary high water marks on its banks, from the confluence
with the Kuskokwim River upstream approximately 4 river miles to the intersection
of the overland traverse in the NW ¼ of Sec. 26, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM;

2. Unnamed Lake #1, approximately 100 acres, in Sec. 22, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM;
3. Crooked Creek, between the ordinary high water marks on its banks, beginning in

Sec. 22, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., SM, downstream approximately 8 river miles into
T. 17 N., R. 63 W., SM, to its confluence with Johnson River;

4. Johnson River, between the ordinary high water marks on its banks, from the
confluence with Crooked Creek in Sec. 22, T. 17 N., R. 63 W., SM, upstream
approximately 12 river miles into T. 18 N., R. 63 W., SM, to Unnamed Lake #2;

5. Unnamed Lake #2, approximately 2940 acres, in Secs. 1-4, 9-12, 14-16, and 22-23,
T. 18 N., R. 63 W., SM;

6. Kulik Lake, approximately 6400 acres, in T. 18 N., R. 63 W., SM, and T. 19 N.,
R. 63 W., SM;

7. Unnamed Lake #3, approximately 200 acres, in Secs. 18-20, T. 19 N., R. 63 W., SM;
8. Unnamed Lake #4, approximately 290 acres, in Sec. 19, T. 19 N., R. 63 W., SM and

Secs. 13, 23-24, T. 19 N., R. 64 W., SM; and
9. Talbiksok River, between the ordinary high water marks on its banks, beginning in

Sec. 13, T. 19 N., R. 64 W., SM, downstream approximately 36 river miles through
T. 19 N., R. 65 W., SM, and T. 19 N., R. 66 W., SM, to its confluence with the
Portage Slough in Sec. 33, T. 19 N., R. 66 W., SM.

HOW TO APPEAL THIS DECISION

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in
accordance with the regulations contained in 43 CFR Part 4 and the enclosed Form 1842-1. If an
appeal is taken, your notice of appeal must be filed in this office (at the above address) within 30
days from receipt of this decision. The appellant has the burden of showing that the decision
appealed from is in error.

If you wish to file a petition pursuant to regulations contained in 43 CFR 4.21 for a stay of the
effectiveness of this decision during the time that your appeal is being reviewed by the Board,
the petition for a stay must accompany your notice of appeal. A petition for a stay is required to
show sufficient justification based on the standards listed below. Copies of the notice of appeal
and petition for a stay must also be submitted to each party named in this decision and to the
Interior Board of Land Appeals and to the appropriate Office of the Solicitor (see 43 CFR 4.4 13)
at the same time the original documents are filed with this office. If you request a stay, you have
the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted.



Standards for Obtaining a Stay
Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulation, a petition for a stay of a
decision pending appeal shall show sufficient justification based on the following standards:

(1) The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied,

(2) The likelihood of the appellant’s success on the merits,

(3) The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and

(4) Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

Julia Dougan
State Director, Alaska

Enclosure

cc (w/o enclosure):

Dick Mylius
Co-Chair, State Navigable Waters Team
Division of Mining, Land and Water
Alaska Department of Natural Resources
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1070
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Tina Cunning
Co-Chair, State Navigable Waters Team
Office of the Commissioner
Alaska Department of Fish & Game
333 Raspberry Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99518

Elizabeth Barry
Co-Chair, State Navigable Waters Team
Department of Law
1031 West 4th Avenue, Suite 200
Anchorage, Alaska 99501



Geoffrey Haskett, Director
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 7
1011 East Tudor Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Gene Peltola, Refuge Manager
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge
807 Chief Eddie Hoffman Road
Bethel, Alaska 99559

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Bret Christensen, Navigability Specialist
1011 East Tudor Road, MS 221
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Scott Ogan, Natural Resource Manager II
David Schade, Natural Resource Manager I, Navigability Subunit Manager
Public Access Assertion and Defense Unit
Division of Mining Land and Water
Alaska Department of Natural Resources
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1420
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Ellen Simpson, Habitat Biologist
David Ryland, Habitat Biologist
Alaska Department of Fish & Game
333 Raspberry Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99518
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then i t  heads no r thwes te r l y  cross Kukak l ik  Lake and K u l i k  Lake. 
Th is  t r a i l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  used and receives a  l o t  o f  use. Most o f  
t h e  t r a v e l  on t h i s  t r a i l  i s  by  l o c a l  na t i ves .  The v i l l a g e r s  were 
n o t  i n  f a v o r  o f  an easement rese rva t i on  f o r  t h i s  t r a i l .  

4.  Yukon-Kuskokwim-Portage. This  i s  a  s u m e r  t r a v e l  r o u t e  and was 
n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by  any o f  t h e  agencies. There are 
two rou tes  t o  Russian Mission. The w i n t e r  t r a i l  (#3 above) and 
t h i s  t r a i l ,  (a summer water  rou te ) .  The v i l l a g e r s  i n d i c a t e d  
t h i s  t r a v e l  r o u t e  i s  s t i l l  used, b u t  i s  n o t  used too  h e a v i l y .  
Travel  b y  t h i s  r o u t e  i s  almost e x c l u s i v e l y  by  l o c a l  na t ives .  

5. Campsite, boat,  and f l o a t p l a n e  t i e u p  a t  Kalskag. The v i l l a g e r s  
s a i d  t h e r e  p resen t l y  i s  a  p lace  f o r  boats and f l oa tp lanes  t o  
t i e  up on t h e  r i v e r  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They s a i d  
they  can see no need f o r  a  campsite easement here and they  are  
aga ins t  an easement rese rva t i on  f o r  a  campsite and t i e u p  
f a c i l i t y  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

6. Campsite, boat,  and f l o a t p l a n e  t i e u p  a t  Lower Kalskag. 
Outside s e l e c t i o n  area. 
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Discussion: 

Discussion: 

and sportsmen f o r  i n t e r v i l l a g e  t r a v e l  t o  Paimiute,  
and a s  an access  r o u t e  t o  hunting,  f i s h i n g  and 
t r app ing  a reas .  The twenty-five (25) f o o t  width w i l l  
a l low t r a v e l  by f o o t ,  dogsled, pack animals,  snowmachine, 
and o t h e r  smal l  veh ic l e s .  

A s i t e  easement upland of t h e  ord inary  high water  
mark i n  Sec. 4 ,  T. 17 N . ,  R. 6 1  W . ,  SM., on t h e  
sou th  shore  of P i k e  Lake (Arhymot Lake). The s i t e  
i s  one (1) a c r e  i n  s i z e  wi th  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  25-foot 
wide easement on t h e  bed of t h e  l a k e  along t h e  
e n t i r e  wa te r f ron t  of t h e  s i te .  The s i t e  i s  f o r  
camping, s t ag ing ,  and v e h i c l e  use. 

This  s i t e  w i l l  s e rve  a s  a t r a i l h e a d  f o r  persons 
t r a v e l i n g  between t h e  Kuskokwim River and pub l i c  
l a n d s  t o  t h e  nor th .  A t  t h e  s i t e  space w i l l  be 
provided f o r  overnight  camping, boat moorage, f l o a t -  
p lane  t ie-up and temporary s to rage  of equipment and 
supp l i e s .  The s i t e  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  t r a v e l  along 
t r a i l  easement #2. 

An easement f o r  a n  e x i s t i n g  access  t r a i l  f i f t y  (50) 
f e e t  i n  width centered  on t h e  r o u t e  along Mud Creek 
through Sec. 27 and 3 4 ,  T. 17 N . ,  R. 62 W . ,  SM., 
then  nor thwester ly  covering t h e  tramway i n  Sec. 22 
and 27, cont inuing wes ter ly  along Crooked Creek and 
nor the r ly  along Johnson River. The usage of roads 
and t r a i l s  w i l l  be  con t ro l l ed  by app l i cab le  S t a t e  o r  
Federal  law o r  r egu la t ion .  

A s  o r i g i n a l l y  recommended, t h i s  was a f i f t y  (50) 
f o o t  easement t o  cover t h e  Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage 
and connect ing water rou te s .  La te r ,  t h e  easement 
recommendation was changed t o  a f i f t y  (50) f o o t  
t r a i l  covering only t h e  portage tramway i n  Sec. 22 
and 27, T. 17 N . ,  R. 62 W.,  SM., and included a 
s t reamside  easement (ill2 C5) on the  water po r t ions  
of t h e  t r a i l .  Af t e r  a thorough review i t  has  been 
decided t o  r e i n s t a t e  t h e  f i f t y  (50) f o o t  t r a i l  
easement along t h e  e n t i r e  Yukon-Kuskokwim Por tage  
r o u t e  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  recommended and drop easement 
#12 C5. This  portage t r a i l  has a long h i s t o r y  of 
use  f o r  access  between v i l l a g e s  and two major r i v e r  
drainages.  It is a system of r i v e r ,  l akes ,  s t reams,  
and overland por tage  t r a i l s  with tramways a t  c e r t a i n  
a r e a s  t o  a i d  i n  overland passage. This  easement 
w i l l  provide f o r  continued use of t h i s  t r a i l  and 
w i l l  a s su re  an access  r o u t e  t o  pub l i c  lands  and 
waters  from t h e  Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers.  
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Discussion: 

Discussion: 

A s t reamside  easement twenty-five (25) f e e t  i n  width 
upland of and p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  ord inary  high water  
mark on a l l  banks of t h e  navigable Kuskokwim River 
throughout t h e  s e l e c t i o n  a rea .  Purpose is t o  provide 
f o r  pub l i c  use of waters  having highly s i g n i f i c a n t  
p r e s e n t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use. 

The Kuskokwim River has a  long h i s t o r y  of use  f o r  
t r a v e l ,  t r a d e  and r ec rea t ion .  It has  been used f o r  
i n t e r - v i l l a g e  t r a v e l ,  f i s h i n g ,  f l o a t  t r i p s ,  boa t ing ,  
and o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses.  The river a l s o  r ece ives  
u s e  by dogsled and snowmachines during t h e  winter  
months. This  easement is necessary t o  a s su re  con- 
t inued  pub l i c  use  of t h i s  h ighly  s i g n i f i c a n t  waterway 
and t o  f a c i l i t a t e  access  along the  r i v e r  by providing 
space  f o r  f o o t  t r a v e l ,  boa t  docking, etc. 

A one (1) a c r e  s i te  easement upland of t h e  ord inary  
h igh  water  mark i n  Sec. 11, T. 17 N . ,  R. 59 W.,  SM., 
on t h e  r i g h t  bank of t h e  Kuskokwim River.  The s i t e  
i s  f o r  camping, s t ag ing ,  and v e h i c l e  use.  

Reservat ion of t h i s  s i t e  easement i s  necessary t o  
accommodate p u b l i c  use of t h e  Kuskokwim River and t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  access  t o  pub l i c  land.  From t h i s  s i t e  
t r a v e l  may proceed nor the r ly  along t r a i l  easement 
#8a. Space w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  camping, boat  
moorage, f l o a t p l a n e  t ie-up,  e t c .  The s i t e  w i l l  a l s o  
s e r v e  a s  a  t r a i l h e a d  f o r  t r a v e l  t o  pub l i c  lands .  

An easement f o r  a  proposed access  t r a i l  twenty-five 
(25) f e e t  i n  width from si te  easement #8 on t h e  
r i g h t  bank of t h e  Kuskokwim River i n  Sec. 11, T. 17 N. ,  
R. 59 W . ,  SM., nor the r ly  t o  pub l i c  land.  The usage 
of roads  and t r a i l s  w i l l  be con t ro l l ed  by a p p l i c a b l e  
S t a t e  o r  Federal  l a w  or  r egu la t ion .  

Reservat ion of t h i s  t r a i l  easement i s  necessary t o  
provide pub l i c  access  t o  and between t h e  Kuskokwim 
River and pub l i c  land t o  t h e  north.  This  s h o r t  
t r a i l  g ives  access  t o  an a rea  of about fouteen 
square mi les  of pub l i c  land surrounded by v i l l a g e  
s e l e c t i o n .  The twenty-five (25) f o o t  width w i l l  
a l low t r a v e l  by f o o t ,  dogsled, pack animals,  snowmachine 
and o the r  small  veh ic l e s .  
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Discussion: 

The r i g h t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  e n t e r  upon t h e  
lands  h e r e i n  granted f o r  c a d a s t r a l ,  geodet ic ,  o r  
o t h e r  survey purposes i s  reserved,  toge ther  wi th  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  do a l l  t h i n g s  necessary i n  connection 
therewith. 

Standard survey easement. 

Easements f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of energy, f u e l ,  
and n a t u r a l  resources  which a r e  t h e  proper ty  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  o r  which a r e  intended f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  
t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  which a r e  produced by t h e  
United S t a t e s .  These easements a l s o  inc lude  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  bu i ld  any r e l a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s  necessary f o r  
t h e  e x e r c i s e  of t h e  r i g h t  t o  t r a n s p o r t  energy, f u e l ,  
and n a t u r a l  resources ,  inc luding  those  r e l a t e d  
f a c i l i t i e s  necessary during per iods  of planning, 
l o c a t i n g ,  cons t ruc t ing ,  opera t ing ,  maintaining,  o r  
te rminat ing  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  systems. The s p e c i f i c  
l o c a t i o n  of t hese  easements s h a l l  be determined only 
a f t e r  consu l t a t ion  wi th  t h e  owner of t h e  s e r v i e n t  
e s t a t e .  Whenever t h e  use of such easement w i l l  
r e q u i r e  removal o r  r e l o c a t i o n  of any s t r u c t u r e  owned 
o r  au thor ized  by t h e  owner of t h e  s e r v i e n t  e s t a t e ,  
such use  s h a l l  no t  be  i n i t i a t e d  without  t h e  consent 
of t h e  owner of such improvement; provided, however, 
t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  may e x e r c i s e  t h e  r i g h t  of 
eminent domain i f  such consent is not  given. Only 
those  po r t ions  of t hese  easements t h a t  a r e  a c t u a l l y  
i n  use  o r  t h a t  a r e  express ly  au thor ized  on March 3 ,  
1996, s h a l l  cont inue t o  be i n  force .  

Standard t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  easement. 

An easement f o r  an e x i s t i n g  access  t r a i l  twenty-five 
(25) f e e t  i n  width from trai l  #2 i n  Sec. 21, T. 17 N . ,  
R. 61W., SM., wes ter ly  across  v i l l a g e  s e l e c t e d  
lands .  The usage of roads and t r a i l s  w i l l  be 
c o n t r o l l e d  by app l i cab le  S t a t e  o r  Federal  law o r  
r egu la t ion .  

This  t r a v e l  rou te ,  known e i t h e r  a s  t h e  winter  t ra i l  
o r  overland r o u t e  of t h e  Yukon - Kuskokwim Portage 
has  rece ived  use f o r  many years .  It w a s  shown i n  
t h e  Alaska Road Commission Annual r e p o r t  i n  1954. It 
se rves  a s  an i n t e r v i l l a g e  t r a v e l  r o u t e  and a s  an 



access route to public land, as well as a linkage 
between the Yukon and Kuskokwim River drainages. 
The twenty-five ( 2 5 )  foot width will allow travel by 
foot, dogsled, pack animals, snowmachines, and other 
small vehicles. 

After a thorough review of the casefile the following variances have 
been ~uade from the Notice of Proposed Easements: 

E . I . N .  VARIANCE 

This fifty ( 5 0 )  foot segmented easement covering 
only the tramway portion of the Yukon - Kuskokwim 
Portage was reinstated to its original dimensions as 
a fifty (50) foot easement over the entire "summer" 
route of the portage which includes a portion of Mud 
Creek, the tramway, and the sections of Crooked 
Creek and the Johnson River which cross selected 
lands. 

This streamside easement along the summer, or 
waterway route of the Yukon - Kuskokwim Portage has 
been dropped. Streamside easements emphasize 
recreational use and although there has been recrea- 
tional use made of this portage the traditional use 
has been for travel and access. By reinstating #4 
to its original dimensions it is felt the public 
needs are more adequately served. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LANDMANAGEMENT IN REPLY REFER TO1 

To : C h i e f ,  Div is ion  of ANCSA Opera t ions  Date: 
(960) 

FROM : SD 

SUBJECT : F i n a l  Easements f o r  t h e  V i l l age  of Kalskag 

The easement s t a f f  met on March 18 ,  1980, t o  conform t h e  

f i n a l  easement recommendations and cons ider  major waterway 

and n a v i g a b i l i t y  recommendations f o r  lands  s e l e c t e d  by t h e  

v i l l a g e  of Kalskag. Of t hose  recommendations, my d e c i s i o n  

i s  a s  fo l lows :  

MAJOR WATERWAYS: 

The major waterways were d i scussed .  The Kuskokwim Rive r ,  

i t s  i n t e r connec t ing  s loughs ,  Mud Creek and Crooked Creek, 

were a l l  determined t o  be major .  

The Kuskokwim Rive r ,  t h e  second l a r g e s t  r i v e r  i n  Alaska,  i s  

a  s i g n i f i c a n t  water  highway between v i l l a g e s .  I t s  s loughs  

s e r v e  a s  a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e s  and a s  access  t o  p u b l i c  land.  

Mud Creek and Crooked Creek a r e  bo th  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  Yukon- 

Kuskokwim Portage t h a t  had s i g n i f i c a n t  use  i n  e a r l i e r  y e a r s .  

While tramway p o r t i o n s  of t h i s  por tage  have f a l l e n  i n t o  

d i s r e p a i r ,  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  e x i s t  f o r  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  por tage  



a s  r i v e r b o a t  t r a f f i c  con t inues  t o  expand. Small boa t  t r a v e l  

between v i l l a g e s  of t h e s e  two l a r g e  r i v e r s  would r e s u l t  from 

a  v i a b l e  por tage  system on t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  r o u t e .  Publ ic  

land access  would a l s o  be enhanced. 

A l l  o t h e r  named and unnamed water  bodies  i n  t h e  lands  t o  be 

conveyed were reviewed and based on e x i s t i n g  evidence they 

a r e  considered as non-major . 

NAVIGABILITY : 

The Kuskokwim River  and i t s  i n t e r connec t ing  s loughs were 

determined t o  be nav igab le .  This l a r g e  r i v e r  has  had a  long 

h i s t o r y  of use  a s  a  highway of t r a v e l ,  t r a d e  and commerce. 

Many v i l l a g e s  a long t h e  r i v e r  a r e  dependent upon i t  a s  both 

a  s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h e r y  and a s  a  means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  

goods and s u p p l i e s .  

Mud Creek and Crooked Creek a r e  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  Yukon- 

Kuskokwim Portage t h a t  connected t h e s e  two r i v e r  highways of 

commerce. L i t t l e  use  occurs today but  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s  

f o r  r e v i v i n g  t h e  por tage  c ros s ing  f o r  smal l  c r a f t .  The 

a f f e c t e d  po r t i ons  of Mud Creek and Crooked Creek a r e  considered 

nav igable  by h i s t o r i c a l  use .  



A l l  o t h e r  named and unnamed water  bodies  i n  t h e  lands  t o  be 

conveyed were reviewed and based on e x i s t i n g  evidence they  

a r e  considered a s  non-navigable.  

ALLOWABLE USES: 

A l l  easements a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  a p p l i c a b l e  

Fede ra l ,  S t a t e  o r  municipal  c o r p o r a t i o n  

r e g u l a t i o n .  The fo l lowing  i s  a  l i s t i n g  

of uses  al lowed f o r  each type  of easement. 

Any uses  which a r e  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

l i s t e d  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d .  

25 Foot T r a i l  - The uses  al lowed on a  

twenty-f ive  (25)  f o o t  wide t r a i l  easement 

a r e :  t r a v e l  by f o o t ,  dogs led ,  animals ,  

snowmobiles, two and three-wheel  v e h i c l e s ,  

and sma l l  a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e s  ( l e s s  

t han  3,000 l b s  Gross Vehicle  Weight 

50 Foot T r a i l  - The uses  al lowed on a  

f i f t y  (50)  f o o t  wide t r a i l  easement a r e :  

t r a v e l  by f o o t ,  dogs led ,  an imals ,  snow- 

mobi les ,  two and three-wheel  v e h i c l e s ,  

t r a c k  v e h i c l e s  and four-wheel d r i v e  



One Acre S i t e  - The uses  allowed on a  

s i t e  easement a r e :  v e h i c l e  parking 

( e . g . ,  a i r c r a f t ,  b o a t s ,  A T V ' s ,  snow- 

mobi les ,  c a r s ,  t r u c k s ) ,  temporary camping, 

and load ing  o r  unloading.  Temporary 

camping, load ing ,  o r  unloading s h a l l  be 

l i m i t e d  t o  24 hour s .  

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: 

a. ( E I N  2 C 3 ,  D l ,  D9) An easement f o r  an  e x i s t i n g  

acces s  t r a i l  twenty- f ive  (25)  f e e t  i n  width 

from Kalskag n o r t h e r l y  t o  Sec.  4 ,  T. 1 7  N . ,  

R .  61 W . ,  Seward Mer id ian ,  on t h e  sou th  s h o r e  

of Pike Lake (Arhymo t Lake) .  The uses  a 1  lowed 

a r e  those  l i s t e d  above f o r  a  twenty- f ive  (25) 

f o o t  wide t r a i l  easement. The season of use  

w i l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  win te r  u s e .  

Discuss ion:  

Rese rva t ion  of t h i s  t r a i l  easement i s  necessary 

t o  a s s u r e  cont inued p u b l i c  acces s  between t h e  

p u b l i c  waters  of t h e  Kuskokwim Rive r ,  t h e  

v i l l a g e  of Kalskag, t h e  p u b l i c  wate rs  of Pike 

Lake,  and t h e  p u b l i c  lands  beyond. The t r a i l  



has  a  h i s t o r y  of use  by v i l l a g e r s  and v i s i t o r s  

who use  i t  a s  a  t r a v e l  r o u t e  between t h e  

v i l l a g e s  of Lower Kalskag,  Kalskag and Paimiute .  

The t r a i l  i s  a l s o  used t o  ge t  t o  i c e  f i s h i n g  

a r e a s  and p u b l i c  l ands  beyond Pike Lake. 

From Pike  Lake T r a i l  t r a v e l  might a l s o  proceed 

w e s t e r l y  a long t h e  Yukon-Kuskokwim Por tage  t o  

v i l l a g e s  along t h e  Yukon River  and o t h e r  

p u b l i c  l ands .  

b. ( E I N  2a C 3 ,  D l ,  D9) An easement f o r  an  

e x i s t i n g  access  t r a i l  twenty- f ive  (25 )  f e e t  

i n  wid th  from Lower Kalskag n o r t h e r l y  t o  

t r a i l  E I N  2  i n  Sec.  1 7 ,  T. 1 7  N . ,  R .  61 W . ,  

Seward Meridian.  The uses  allowed a r e  t hose  

l i s t e d  above f o r  a twenty-f ive  (25)  f o o t  wide 

t r a i l  easement. The season  of use  w i l l  be 

l i m i t e d  t o  win te r  u se .  

Discuss ion :  

Th i s  west  branch of t r a i l  E I N  2 i s  a  p o r t i o n  

of t h e  access  r o u t e  known a s  t h e  Paimiute 

Po r t age .  I t s  r e s e r v a t i o n  i s  necessary t o  

a s s u r e  cont inued pub l i c  acces s  from t h e  

v i l l a g e  of Lower Kalskag on t h e  Kuskokwim 



River  t o  t r a i l  EZN 2  which con t inues  n o r t h e r l y  

t o  Pike Lake. This r o u t e  has  a  h i s t o r y  of 

u s e  by v i l l a g e r s ,  v i s i t o r s ,  and r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  

c.  ( E I N  4 C5) An easement f o r  a n  e x i s t i n g  

acces s  t r a i l  f i f t y  (50)  f e e t  i n  width from 

Mud Creek i n  Sec. 27, T. 1 7  N . ,  R .  62 W . ,  

Seward Meridian,  thence  no r thwes t e r ly  i n  

Sec.  22 and Sec. 27, T.  17 N., R.  62 W . ,  

Seward Meridian.  The uses  al lowed are t h o s e  

l i s t e d  above f o r  a  f i f t y  (50)  f o o t  wide t r a i l  

easement. 

Discuss ion:  

Th i s  r o u t e  inc ludes  t h e  land p o r t i o n  of t h e  

Yukon-Kuskokwim Por tage .  I t  c o n s i s t s  of a  

tramway between waterways which a i d s  boa t  

movement i n  over land passages .  Seldom used 

now, t h e  r o u t e  may be important  as smal l  boa t  

t r a v e l  i n c r e a s e s  on t h e  r i v e r s .  

d .  ( E I N  8 / I ~ 5 )  A one (1) a c r e  s i t e  easement 

upland of t h e  o rd ina ry  h igh  water mark i n  

Sec.  11, T. 1 7  N . ,  R .  59 W . ,  Seward Meridian,  



on t h e  r i g h t  bank of t h e  Kuskokwim Rive r .  

The uses  allowed a r e  t h o s e  l i s t e d  above f o r  a  

one (1) a c r e  s i t e .  

Discuss ion:  

Rese rva t ion  of t h i s  s i t e  easement i s  necessary  

t o  accommodate p u b l i c  use  of t h e  Kuskokwim 

River  and t o  f a c i l i t a t e  acces s  t o  p u b l i c  

l and .  From t h i s  s i t e  t r a v e l  may proceed 

n o r t h e r l y  a long t r a i l  E I N  8a .  The s i t e  w i l l  

a l s o  s e r v e  a s  a  t r a i l h e a d  f o r  t r a v e l  t o  

p u b l i c  lands  . 

e .  ( E I N  8a C4, C5) An easement f o r  a  proposed 

acces s  t r a i l  twenty-f ive  ( 2 5 )  f e e t  i n  width  

from s i t e  E I N  8  on t h e  r i g h t  bank of t h e  

Kuskokwim River  i n  Sec.  11, T.  1 7  N . ,  R .  59 W . ,  

Seward Meridian,  n o r t h e r l y  t o  p u b l i c  l and .  

The uses  allowed a r e  t hose  l i s t e d  above f o r  a  

twenty- f ive  (25)  f o o t  wide t r a i l  easement. 

Discuss ion:  

Rese rva t ion  of t h i s  t r a i l  easement i s  necessary  

t o  provide pub l i c  acces s  between t h e  Kuskokwim 

River  and pub l i c  land t o  t h e  no r th .  This  



s h o r t  t r a i l  g ives  access  t o  an a r e a  of about 

f o u r t e e n  square  miles  of pub l i c  land surrounded 

by v i l l a g e  s e l e c t i o n .  

f .  ( E I N  15 D l )  An easement f o r  an e x i s t i n g  

access  t r a i l  twenty-f ive  (25)  f e e t  i n  width  

from t r a i l  E I N  2  i n  Sec. 21, T. 17 N . ,  R .  61 W . ,  

Seward Mer id ian ,  w e s t e r l y  a c r o s s  v i l l a g e  

s e l e c t e d  lands  t o  Sec. 18 ,  T. 1 7  N . ,  R .  62 W . ,  

Seward Meridian.  The uses  al lowed a r e  t h o s e  

l i s t e d  above f o r  a  twenty- f ive  (25)  f o o t  wide 

t r a i l  easement. 

Discuss ion:  

This  t r a v e l  r o u t e ,  known e i t h e r  a s  t h e  w i n t e r  

t r a i l  o r  over land r o u t e  of t h e  Yukon-Kuskokwim 

Por t age ,  has  rece ived  use  f o r  many yea r s .  I t  

was shown i n  t h e  Alaska Road Commission 

Annual Report i n  1954. I t  s e r v e s  a s  an 

i n t e r v i l l a g e  t r a v e l  r o u t e  and a s  an access  

r o u t e  t o  p u b l i c  l and ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a l inkage  

between t h e  Yukon and Kuskokwim River d ra inages .  

The f i f t y  (50)  f o o t  wide t r a i l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  

po r t age ,  E I N  4  C5, i s  an except ion  t o  t h e  

f u l l  r o u t e  of E I N  15,  D l .  No c o n f l i c t  i s  

in t ended .  



The fo l lowing  easements were considered bu t  no t  recommended: 

a .  ( E I N  2b, C 3 ,  D l ,  D9) A s i t e  easement upland 

of t h e  o rd ina ry  h igh  wate r  mark i n  Sec.  4 ,  

T .  1 7  N . ,  R .  6 1  W . ,  Seward Meridian,  on t h e  

sou th  sho re  of P ike  Lake (Arhymot Lake) .  

Discuss ion :  

This  easement i s  no t  cons idered  necessary  nor  

i s  t h e  s i t e  d e s i r a b l e  f o r  a  campsi te .  

b. ( E I N  7 C 4 ,  C 5 )  A s t reamside  easement twenty- 

f i v e  ( 2 5 )  f e e t  i n  width upland of and p a r a l l e l  

t o  t h e  o rd ina ry  h igh  water  mark on a l l  banks 

of t h e  Kuskokwim River  throughout t h e  s e l e c t i o n  

a r e a .  

Discuss ion:  

Th i s  easement i s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i n  n a t u r e .  It 

does not  meet t h e  requirements  of t h e  c u r r e n t  

easement r e g u l a t i o n s  publ i shed  November 27, 1978. 

c .  ( E I N  13  C )  The r i g h t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  

e n t e r  upon t h e  lands  h e r e i n  gran ted  f o r  



c a d a s t r a l ,  g e o d e t i c ,  o r  o t h e r  survey purposes 

i s  r e s e r v e d ,  t oge the r  wi th  t h e  r i g h t  t o  do 

a l l  t h i n g s  necessary  i n  connect ion the rewi th .  

Discuss ion:  

This  i s  t h e  s t anda rd  survey easement. I t  

does no t  meet t h e  requirements  of t h e  c u r r e n t  

easement r e g u l a t i o n s  publ i shed  November 2 7 ,  1978. 

d. (EIN 14  G )  Easements f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

of energy,  f u e l ,  and n a t u r a l  r e sou rces  which 

a r e  t h e  proper ty  of t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  

which a r e  in tended f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  o r  which a r e  produced by t h e  United 

S t a t e s .  

Discuss ion:  

This  i s  t h e  s t anda rd  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  easement. 

S e c r e t a r i a l  Order 3020 revoked t h i s  type of 

easement a u t h o r i z a t i o n  on May 14,  1978. 
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of use. Watercraft of many types, from motorboats to barges and 

float planes, are utilized to transport goods and supplies into the 

area. 

Mud Creek and Crooked Creek are both portions of the Yukon-Kuskokwim 

Portage that have had significant use in previous years. Although 

tramway portions have fallen into disrepair, as riverboat traffic 

found to be navi- 

in commerce. 

u. 
Kuskokwim River and zts interconnectina . . --- - sloughs ; **- - 

All other named and unnamed water bodies wii%in the lands to be 

conveyed were reviewed. Based upon existing evidence they were 
t 

determined to be nonnavigable. 



ALLOWABLE USES: 

All easements are subject to applicable 

Federal, State or Municipal corporation 

regulation. The following is a listing 

of uses allowed for each type of easement. 

Any uses which are not specifically 

listed are prohibited. 

25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a 
twenty-five (25) foot wide trail easement 

are: travel by foot, dogsled, animals, 

snowmobiles, two- and three-wheel vehicles, 

and small all-terrain vehicles (ATV's) 

(less than 3,000 lbs. Gross Vehicle Weight 

50 Foot. Tr i 

fifty (50) foot wide trail easement are: 

travel by foot, dogsled, animals, snow- . 
mobiles, two- and three-wheel vehicles, 

track vehicles and four-wheel drive 

vehicles. 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed on a 
one acre site easement are: vehicle 

parking (e.g., aircraft, boats, ATV's, snow- 



n Discussion: 
U 

Reservation of this trail easement is necessary 

to assure continued public access between the 

, public waters of the Kuskokwim River, the village 
"7 " cpqof Kalskag, the public waters of Pike Lake, and 

'the public lands beyond. The trail has a history 

of use by villagers and visitors as a travel route 

between the villages of Lower Kalskag, Kalskag and 

Paimiute. The trail is also used for access to 

ice fishing areas and public lands beyond Pike 



Lake. From Pike Lake Trail travel might also 

proceed westerly along the Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage 

to villages along the Yukon River and other 

public lands. 

existing access trail twenty-five (25) feet 

, I  in width from Lower Kalskag northerly to 

trail EIN 2..in Sec. 17, T. 17 N., R. 61 W., 

Seward Meridian. The uses allowed are those 

listed above for a twenty-five (25) foot wide 
" 

trail easement. The s 

limited to w i n B  ($ 0k 
Discussion: 

This west,branch of trail EIN 2 is a portion 

of the access route known as the Paimiute 

Portage. Its reservation is necessary to assure 

continued public access from the village of 

Lower Kalskag on the Kuskokwim River to trail 

EIN 2 which continues northerly to Pike Lake. 

ess trail fifty (50) feet in width from 

17 N., R. 62 W., 

Ke- 44, k d  -&A 



Seward Meridian, thence northwesterly to P K ~ o ~  ch bS~-< 
7-2.- 

public land in Sec. *, T. 17 N., R. 62 W. ,  

Seward Meridian. The uses allowed are those 

listed above for a fifty (50) foot wide trail 

easement. 

- 
Discussion: 

.' This route includes the land portion of the 
Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage. It consists of a 

tramway between waterways which aids boat 

movement in overland passages. Seldom used 

k of the ordinary high water mark on the right bank - 
of Mud Creek in Sec. 27, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., 

Seward Meridian. The uses allowed are those listed 

above for a one (1) acre site easement. 

Discussion: 

This site easement is necessary to facilitate 

access to Mud Creek and will serve as a trail- 

head for the tramway portion of the Yukon-Kusk- 

okwim portage (EIN 4 C5), between Mud Creek and 

Crooked Creek. 



of the ordinary  high water  mark on t h e  l e f t  bank 

of  Crooked Creek i n  Sec. 22, T. 17 N. ,  R. 62 W., 

Seward Meridian. The uses  allowed a r e  those  l i s t e d  

t h e  r i g h t  bank of the Kuskokwim River i n  

Sec. 11, T. 17  N., R. 59 W . ,  Seward Meridian. 

t o  accommodate publ ic  use  of  t h e  Kuskokwim 

River and t o  f a c i l i t a t e  access t o  publ ic  



northerly along trail EIN 8a to public lands. 

g. (E N a , C5) An easement for a proposed 

access trail twenty-five (25) feet in width 

from site EIN 8 on the right bank of the 

- Kuskokwim River in Sec. 11, T. 17 N., R. 59 W., 

Seward Meridian, northerly to public land. 

The uses allowed are those ,listed above for a 

twenty-five (25) foot wide trail easeme 

Discussion: 

Reservation of 

to provide public access between the ~uskokwim 

River and public land to the north. This short 

trail gives access to an area of about 

square miles of public land surrounded - 
village selection. 

(EIN 15 an existing access 

in width from trail 

EIN 2 in-Sec. 21, T. 17 N., R. 61 W., Seward 

Meridian, westerly across viIlage selected lands 

to public lands in Sec. 18, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., 

Seward Meridian. The uses allowed are those listed 

above for a twenty-five (25) foot wide 

easement. 



Discussion: 

This travel route, known either as the winter 

trail or overland route of the Yukon-Kuskokwim 

Portage, has received use for many years. It 

was shown in the Alaska-Road Commission Annual 

- Report in 1954. It serves as an intervillage 

travel route and as an access route to public 

land, as well as a linkage between the Yukon and 

Kuskokwim River drainages. The fifty (50) foot 

wide trail portion of the portage (EIN 4 C5) is 

an exception to the full route of EIN 15, Dl. No 

conflict is i 

- 
The following easements were 

a. (EIN 2b, C3, Dl, D9) A site easement upland 

of the ordinary high water mark on the south 

shore of Pike Lake (Arhymot Lake) in Sec. 4, 

T. 17 N., .R. 61 W., Seward Meridian. 

Discussion: 

This easement is not considered necessary nor 

is the site desirable for a campsite. 

b. (EIN 7 C4, C 5 )  A streamside easement twenty- 

five (25) feet in width upland of and parallel 



to the ordinary high water mark on all banks 

of the Kuskokwim River throughout the selection 

area. 

Discussion: 

- This easement is recreational in nature. It does 

not meet the requirements of the current easement 

. a  regulations published November 27, 1978. 

c. (EIN 13 C) The right of the United States to 

enter upon the lands herein granted for cad- 

astral, geodetic, or other survey purposes, 

together with the right to do all things necessary 

in connection thmR 

Discussion: 
A 

This is the stan ar survey easement. It does 

not meet the requirements of the current 

easement regulations published November 27, 

1978. 

d. (EIN 14 C) Easements for the transportation 

of energy, fuel, and natural resources which 

are the property of the United States or 

which are intended for delivery to the United 

States or which are produced by the United 

States. 



Discussion: 

This is the standard transportation easement. 

Secretarial Order 3020 revoked this type of 

easement authorization on May 14, 1978. 

b ( L e - 2 4  I > A ) ) ~ L I I  > 
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Mr. Gary Gustafson 
Land Exchange/Entitlement Un i t  
State o f  Alaska - 
Department o f  Natural  Resources 
Division o f  Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
Attn:  Mr.  Jim Culbertson 
(w/enclosure) 

Mr. Ron Swanson 
Navigabil i ty Un i t  
State o f  Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division o f  Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
Attn:  Dennis Daigger 
(w/enclosure) 



Memorandum 

To: .  Fi les 

From: M a r t y  Ka rs te t te r  and  Paul Johnson, ~ e a l t y  Specialists (963) 

Subject:  Meet ing he ld  w i t h  t h e  Kuskokwim Corpora t ion  Concerning Lands 
Near S tony  R iver ,  Sleetmute, Red Devi l ,  Georgetown, Crooked Creek,  
Napaimute, Russian Mission, Aniak,  U p p e r  Kalskag, and  Lower 
Kalskag 

On A p r i l  29 and  30, 1982, a meeting was he ld  w i t h  T h e  Kuskokwim Corpora t ion  ( T K C )  
i n  Anchorage. T h e  purpose o f  t h e  meeting was t o  discuss t h e  d r a f t  DIC1s a n d  
t h e  d r a f t  SDM's pe r ta in ing  t o  lands selected near  t h e  above-l isted v i l lages.  
Those in attendance were as fol lows: 

T h e  Kusltokwim Corpora t ion  (TKC)  

Glenn F r e d r i c k s  
Jan Freder icks  
Bob Jenks - Consu l tan t  
Ed McNamara 
Delores Ma l te r  
Sophie Sakar  
Leo Morgan 
Ru th  Shet'idan 

Calista Corpora t ion  

Felix Hess 

Sleetmute 

N ixe  Mel l ick 

State of Alaska 

Dennis Dagger  
Jim Cu lber tson 



BLM, Alaska D i s t r i c t  O f f i ce  

Bob Hale 

BLM, Alaska State O f f i ce  

M a r t y  Kars te t te r  
Paul Johnson 
Michelle Ward 
T e d  Lipham 
Bob Hi l le r  
R u t h  Stockie 
Elda Cot t re l l  
Joyce Harvey 
Ron Royer 

T h e  Kuskokwim Corpora t ion  w i l l  p rov ide  w r i t t e n  comments o n  major waterways 
and/or  nav igab i l i t y  a t  a l a te r  date f o r  t h e  Aniak selection. T h e  corpora t ion  
made t h e  fo l lowing comments regard ing  nav igab i l i t y  f o r  t h e  Upper  Kalskag 
selection : 

Crooked Creek i s  navigable upstream f rom t h e  por tage in t h e  S$, Sec. 22, 
T. 17 N., R. 62 W., Seward Meridian, t o  A r h y m o t  Lake. T w e n t y  f o o t  
boats w i th  25 hp motors a re  used o n  t h e  c reek  by recreat ionists  and  t h o s e  
people want ing t o  access Arhyrnot Lake where many have Nat ive al lotments. 

A rhymot  Lake i s  navigable. There  i s  no commercial f ish ing,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  
7 t o  8 Nat ive allotments su r round ing  it. These allotments are seasonal 
camps. 

Goods and suppl ies a r e  t ranspor ted v ia  Crooked Creek in to  A r y h m o t  Lake.  
T h e  systems a re  also used b y  snowmachines during t h e  w in ter  months. 

T h e  board  p rov ided  addit ional information wh ich  indicates t h a t  t h e  sys tem 
i s  also u t i l i zed as an a l ternate access r o u t e  between t h e  Yukon and Kuskokw im 
Rivers .  

Fol lowing i s  a summary d iscussion on each easement by v i l lage (note t h a t  all 
l and  descr ipt ions a re  Seward Meridian): 

Vi l lage o f  Stony R ive r :  

a. ( € I N  5 C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion d i d  n o t  object t o  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  
of a one (1) acre  s i te  easement but did suggest  t h a t  it b e  re located 
upstream approximat ley t4 mile. I t  appears f rom t h e  map t h a t  t h e  
suggested relocat ion i s  feasible. 

b. ( € I N  5a C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion did n o t  object t o  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  
o f  a t w e n t y - f i v e  (25) foo t  wide t r a i l  easement f o r  t h e  proposed t r a i l  



but did suggest that  it be relocated upstream approximately t4 mile t o  
lessen impact on Native lands. 

c. (EIN 7 C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation did not  object to  the  reservation 
o f  a one (1) acre site easement but did suggest that  it be relocated 
approximately k mile downstream. The State objected t o  the  proposed 
relocation due t o  steep topography. 

d. (EIN 7a C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation did no t  object t o  the  reservation 
o f  a twenty-f ive (25) foot wide t ra i l  easement f o r  the  proposed t ra i l  
but did suggest tha t  t he  easement be relocated approximately 12 mile 
downstream to lessen impact t o  Native land. It appears from the  
maps tha t  t he  topography i s  too steep f o r  a t ra i l  and relocating the 
easement would not substantially lessen impact t o  Native land. 

a. (EIN 1 D9) The Kuskokwim Corporation objected t o  the reservation 
o f  t h i s  one (1) acre site easement as follows: 

1. Conflicts wi th  p r l va te  land; 

2. Regional and community af fa i rs are now in the  process , 

o f  determining p r i va te  ownership i n  the  area; 

3. Municipality would agree t o  fu rn ish  a site; and 

4. Travelers can use the  beach they are using now. 

b. (EIN 5 C3) The Kuskokwim Corporation did no t  object t o  t he  reservation 
o f  a f i f t y  (50) foot  wide easement f o r  the  exist ing t ra i l .  

c .  (EIN 14 C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation objected t o  the  reservation 
o f  th is  one (1) acre site easement as it is located on a Native allotment. 
T h e  corporation suggested t h a t  t he  site be relocated t o  t h e  northwest 
corner o f  Sec. 31, T.  19 N., R. 42 W. It appears from the map t h a t  
th is  area i s  too steep f o r  a site. 

d .  (EIN 14a C4) The Kuskokwirn Corporation objected t o  the  reservation 
o f  th is  twenty-f ive (25) foot wide easement f o r  the  proposed t ra i l  due 
t o  confl icts wi th  a Native allotment. The corporation suggested t h a t  
the easement be relocated t o  the  northwest corner o f  5ec. 31, T.  19 N., 
R. 42 W. It appears from the  map tha t  th is  area i s  too steep f o r  a 
t ra i l .  

e. (EIN 15 C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation and the State recommend 
that  t h i s  one (j) acre site easement be relocated to  Sec. 11, T. 18 N., 
R. 43 W. 

f. (EIN 15a C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation and the State recommend 
that  t h i s  twenty-f ive (25) foot wide t ra i l  easement be relocated t o  
begin in Sec. 11, T.  18 N., R .  43 W., to  avoid swampy ground. 



g. (EIN.16 C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion objected t o  t h e  reservat ion  
o f  t h i s  one (1) acre s i te  easement because t rave le rs  can camp o n  
pub l ic  land t o  t h e  south. T h e  State did n o t  object. 

h. (EIN 16a C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion objected t o  t h e  reservat ion  
o f  t h i s  twen ty - f i ve  (25) foo t  wide t r a i l  easement because t h e  land i s  
swampy. Access t o  pub l i c  land wi l l  be  p rov ided  nearby  if t r a i l  
EIN 15a C4 i s  relocated as proposed by t h e  board .  T h e  State did n o t  
object. 

i. (EIN 17 C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion objected t o  t h e  reservat ion  
o f  t h i s  one (1) acre  s i te easement because t rave le rs  can camp o n  
pub l ic  land t o  t h e  south. It was pointed o u t  t h a t  if b o t h  EIN 16 C 4  
and  EIN 17 C4 were deleted, t h e  t r a v e l  d is tance between s i tes and/or  
pub l i c  land would b e  considerable (approximately 24 miles). T h e  - 
State did n o t  object.  

j. (EIN 17a C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion objected t o  the . rese rva t ion  
of t h i s  twen ty - f i ve  (25) foo t  wide easement f o r  t h e  proposed t r a i l  
because t h e  land i s  swampy. 

Vi l lase o f  Red Dev i l  

a. (EIN 5 C3) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion did n o t  object  t o  t h e  reservat ion  
o f  t h i s  f ifty (50) foo t  wide easement f o r  t h e  ex i s t i ng  t ra i l .  

b. (EIN 8a C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion did n o t  object  t o  t h e  reservat ion  
of t h i s  fifty (50) foo t  wide easement f o r  t h e  proposed t ra i l .  T h e  
State recommended t h a t  t h e  connect ing t ra i l ,  o n  t h e  Georgetown 
selection, b e  relocated. If t h e  t r a i l  i s  relocated, t h i s  easement wou ld  
n o t  be  necessary. 

c.  (EIN 14 C5) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion objects t o  t h e  reservat ion  o f  
this one (1) acre  s i te  easement as follows: 

1. Corporat ion would agree t o  establ ish a s i te easement 
in t h e  vil lage; 

2. T h e  Bureau i s  now u s i n g  the  a i r p o r t  loading area f o r  camping; 

3.  Calista Corporat ion believes it i s  too close t o  t h e  vil lage; 
and  

4. T h e  board  requested t h a t  t h e  Department  o f  T ranspor ta t i on  
(DOT) be b r o u g h t  in t o  see if something cou ld  b e  done t o  
have a camping area designated w i t h i n  t h e  a i r p o r t  boundary .  
Jim Culber tson agreed t o  check w i t h  DOT. T h e  DOT has 
since determined t h a t  a s i te cannot b e  located w i t h i n  t h e  
a i r p o r t  boundary  f o r  safety reasons. 

d. (EIN 14a C5) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion did n o t  object  t o  t h e  
reservat ion o f  t h i s  f i f t y  (50) foo t  wide easement f o r  t h e  ex i s t i ng  t r a i l .  
T h e  map symbol indicates t h a t  t h e  t r a i l  i s  proposed. 



The State recommended tha t  the easement should be located where 
or ig ina l ly  proposed, to  follow Ful ler  Creek, approximately 3 miles 
downstream. The easement was no t  proposed there because o f  a 
conf l ic t  w i th  a Native allotment. The State also stated tha t  t he  
topography along the proposed route is too steep. 

If the  Native allotment is correct ly  located on the MTP, the  State's 
proposal appears feasible; however, t he  plot t ing of the  Native allotment 
i s  suspect. 

Village of Georgetown 

a. ( € I N  3 C3) The Kuskowim Corporation d id  no t  object t o  the  reservation 
o f  t h i s  f i f t y  (50) foot wide easement f o r  the exist ing t ra i l .  

b: (EIN 4 D l )  The Kuskokwim Corporation did not  object t o  t he  reservation 
o f  th is  one (1) acre site easement. 

c. (EIN 4a Dl) The-Kuskokwim Corporation d id  not  object t o  the  reservation 
o f  th is  f i f t y  (50) foot wide easement f o r  the  proposed trai l .  

d. (EIN 7 C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation and the  State recommended 
relocating th is  one (1) acre site easement approximately 215 miles 
downstream in Sec. 10, T. 2 N., R. 46 W. 

e. (EIN 7a C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation and the  State recommeded 
relocating th is  f i f t y  (50) foot wide easement f o r  the proposed t ra i l .  
The  proposed location would begin a t  EIN 7 C4 (proposed location) 
then traverse an open tund ra  r idge  in a southwesterly direct ion t o  
publ ic land.. 

f .  (EIN 8 C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation recommended combining th is  
one (1) acre site easement wi th  site € IN 7 C4 in Sec. 10, T. 20 N., 
R. 46 W. 

g. (E IN 8a C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation recommended combining this 
twenty-f ive (25) foot wide easement f o r  the  proposed t ra i l  wi th EIN 7a C4. 
The State d id  not  object. Calista Corporation disagrees wi th  the  
easement as being duplicative. The board indicated tha t  a site and 
t ra i l  could be located i n  Sec. 27. 

h. (EIN 10 C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation recommended that  th is  one 
(1) acre site easement be relocated i n  Sec. 27, T. 21 N., R .  47 W. 
It appears from the map tha t  th is  area is too steep to  locate a site 
on. 

i. (EIN 10a C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation recommended t h a t  th is  
twenty-f ive (25) foot wide easement f o r  t he  proposed t ra i l  be relocated 
in Sec. 27, T. 21 N., R. 47 W. From the map, the area appears too 
steep. 

j. (EIN 11 C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation did not  object t o  the  reservation 
of th is  one (1) acre site easement. 



k. ( E I N . l l a  C4) T h e  ~ u s k o k w i m  Corporat ion did n o t  object  t o  t h e  
reservat ion  o f  t h i s  twenty- f i ve .  (25) foo t  wide easement f o r  t h e  
proposed t ra i l .  

Vi l lage o f  Crooked Creek  

a. (EIN 3 C3, D9) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion objected t o  t h e  reservat ion  
o f  t h e  easement f o r  t h e  b u s h  a i rs t r ip ,  as it i s  poor l y  located and  in 
d is repa i r .  T h e  State agreed t o  check w i t h  Fish and Game t o  determine 
whether  it i s  s t i l l  necessary. 

b. (EIN 3a C3, D9) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion objected t o  t h e  rese rva t ion  
o f  t h i s  f i f ty (50) foot  wide easement f o r  t h e  ex i s t i ng  t ra i l .  T h e  
easement would n o t  b e  necessary if EIN 3 C3, D9 i s  deleted. - 

c. ( € I N  4 D9) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion did n o t  object  t o  t h e  reservat ion  
o f  t h i s  one (1) acre s i te  easement. 

d. (EIN 4a D9) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion did n o t  object  t o  t h e  reservat ion  
o f  t h i s  fifty (50) foo t  wide easement f o r  t h e  ex i s t i ng  t ra i l .  T h e  
board  was n o t  aware t h a t  a t r a i l  ex is ted.  

e. (EIN 8 C3, L)  T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion objected t o  t h e  rese rva t ion  
o f  t h i s  fifty (50) foo t  wide easement for t h e  ex i s t i ng  t ra i l .  T h e  
easement would n o t  b e  necessary if EIN 14  C4 i s  deleted as recommended. 

f. (EIN 8 C3, L) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion did n o t  object  t o  t h e  
reservat ion  o f  t h i s  f ifty (50) foo t  wide easement for t h e  ex i s t i ng  
road. T h e  board  was concerned about  FAS Route No. 231, wh ich  
joins EIN 8 C3, L, as it was n o t  excluded f rom t h e  DDIC. T h e  S ta te  
also stated t h a t  FAS Route No. 231 should beg in  a t  t h e  Kuskokwim 
R ive r  a n d  proceed no r the r l y .  A po r t i on  o f  road EIN 27 C 4  wou ld  n o  
longer b e  necessary if t h e  road connected w i t h  t h e  Kuskokwim R i v e r .  

g. (EIN 9 D l ,  L)  T h e  Kuskokwim Corpora t ion  did n o t  object  t o  t h e  
reservat ion  o f  t h i s  f ifty (50) foo t  wide easement f o r  t h e  ex i s t i ng  t r a i l .  

h. (EIN 10 D l )  T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion d i d  n o t  object  t o  t h e  reservat ion  
o f  t h i s  fifty (50) foo t  wide easement f o r  t h e  ex i s t i ng  t r a i l .  

i. (EIN 14 C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corpora t ion  objected t o  t h e  rese rva t ion  
o f  t h i s  one (1) acre s i te  easement as it i s  located o n  a Nat ive al lotment. 
T h e  corpora t ion  would agree t o  p roved  a s i te  w i th in  t h e  municipal 
reserve.  

Th is  i s  a n  extremely complicated area due  t o  t h e  many Native a l lo tments 
It i s  impossibe t o  te l l  a t  t h i s  t ime whether  t h e r e  i s  adequate area to 
locate a s i t e  on. We agreed t o  p r o v i d e  T K C  w i t h  a map ind ica t ing  t h e  
location of t h e  easement. 

j .  (EIN 16 C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion recommended t h a t  t h i s  f i f ty  
(50) foo t  wide easement f o r  t h e  proposed t r a i l  be  relocated in Sec. 34, 
T. 22 N.,  R. 49 W. Based on the  map, t h e  t e r r a i n  o n  pub l i c . !and  i s  
n o t  as favorab le  as t h e  location proposed in t h e  DSDM. 



k. (€ IN 18 C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation recommended that  th is  one 
(1) acre s i te easement b e  relocated and combined wi th  EIN 70 C4 on 
t h e  Georgetown selection in Sec. 27, T. 21 N., R. 47 W. 

I. (EIN 18a C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation recommended tha t  th is  
twenty-f ive (25) foot wide t ra i l  easement f o r  the  proposed t ra i l  be 
relocated and combined wi th  EIN 10a C4 on the  Georgetown selection 
in Sec. 27, T. 21 N., R. 47 W. 

m. (EIN 20 C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation recommended t h a t  t h i s  one 
(1) acre site easement be relocated in Sec. 34, T.  20 N., R. 49 W., 
as t h e  slough i s  dr ied u p  most o f  the time. It appears from the map 
t h a t  th is  area i s  too steep f o r  a site. 

n. (EIN 20a C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation recommended that  th is  
twenty- f ive (25) foot wide easement for  the  proposed t ra i l  be relocated 
to Sec. 34, T. 20 N., R. 49 W. It appears from the  map tha t  th ls  
area i s  too steep fo r  a t ra i l .  

o. (EIN 21 C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation recommended tha t  t h i s  one 
(1) acre site easement be relocated to  the  south o f  t he  selection. 

p.  (EIN 21a C4) The Kuskokwim Corport ion recommended tha t  th is  
twenty- f ive (25) foot wide easement f o r  the  proposed t ra i l  be r e l o c a t 4  
t o  t he  south o f  the selection. 

q. (EIN 27 C4) The Kuskokwim Corporation d id  not  object t o  the  reservation 
o f  t h i s  fifty (50) foot wide easement f o r  the  exist ing road. 

r. (EIN 28 D )  The Kuskokwim Corporation objected t o  t h e  reservation 
of th is  avigation and hazard easement. The board recommended tha t  
t he  corporation reconvey the  necessary r igh ts  t o  t he  State in l ieu of 
reserv ing a Sec. 17(b) easement. 

Villaae o f  Napaimute 

The State in general objects t o  t h e  distance between site easements. 

a. (EIN 3 C4, C5) The Kuskokwim Corporation opposed th is  site easement. 
I t s  purpose as a periodic site easement t o  facil itate r i v e r  t rave l  can 
be served by public land to  the  north,  t raversed by the  Kuskokwim 
River in Secs. 19 and 20, T. 17 N., R. 51 W., Seward Meridian. 
The  site i s  no t  needed as a trai lhead for  t ra i l  EIN 3a C4, C5 which 
TKC opposes. 

b. (€ IN  3a C4, C5) The Kuskokwim Corporation opposes th l s  t ra i l  
easement. They said access to  publ ic land and resources southerly o f  
t he  selection can be gained using the  navigable Holokuk River. 

c. (EIN 11 C4, C5) The Kuskokwim Corporation opposes th is  site easement. 
They said access is provided t o  public land and resources via the 
Kuskokwirn River where it traverses publ ic land in Sec. 36, T. 19 N., 
R.  50 W., and Sec. 6, T .  18 N., R .  49 W., Seward Meridian. This 
i s  where the  Crooked Creek and Napaimute selections corner.  There 
would be no impact to  Native land. 



d. ( E I N . l l a  C4, C5) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion opposes t h i s  t r a i l  
easement f o r  t he  reason stated in paragraph c. 

e. (E IN 15 C4, C5) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion opposes t h i s  s i te easement. 
T h e y  said pub l ic  land in t h e  NEk, Sec. 25, T. 17 N., R. 53 W., 
Seward Meridian, t raversed by t h e  Kuskokwim R ive r  can b e  used t o  
p r o v i d e  access t o  pub l i c  land a n d  resources souther ly  o f  t h e  selection, 
as wel l  as se rv ing  as a per iodic s i t e  to fac i l i ta te r i v e r  t rave l .  T h e y  
said n o  road ex is ts  a t  t ha t  location. 

T h e  State contends the re  an ex i s t i ng  road which prov ides  access t o  
m in ing  souther ly  o f  t h e  selection. 

f. (EIN 15a C4, C5) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion opposes t h i s  t r a i l  
easement f o r  t h e  reason stated in paragraph e. 

See t h e  State's comment in parag raph  e. 

g. (EIN 16 C4, C5) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion opposes t h i s  s i te  easement. 
T h e y  said access t o  pub l ic  land and  resources can be gained u s i n g  
t h e  navigable po r t i on  o f  t h e  Kolmakof R iver .  T h e  si te 's pu rpose  as a 
per iod ic  s i te  was n o t  addressed. I t s  use as a t ra i lhead i s  opposed 
because t r a i l  EIN 16a C4, C5 i s  opposed. 

h. (EIN 16a C4, C5) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion opposes t h i s  t r a i l  
easement f o r  t h e  reasons stated in paragraph g. 

i. (EIN 18 C4, C5) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion accepts t h i s  t r a i l  
easement in p r inc ip le  but agrees w i t h  Calista Corporat ion who suggests  
it b e  relocated t o  Sec. 33, T. 19 N., R. 52 W., Seward Mer id ian.  
T h e  easement i s  t o  run diagonal ly f rom t h e  NW t o  t h e  SE co rne rs  o f  
t h e  section. T h e  Kuskokwim Corpora t ion  w i l l  n o t i f y  u s  o f  a f i na l  
decision. 

Cal ista Corporat ion questions t h e  need f o r  t h e  non-Native p u b l i c  
b e i n g  n o r t h  o f  t h e  selection, but said t h i s  relocat ion would se rve  as 
cross-select ion access between t r a c t s  o f  pub l i c  land and resources. 

j .  (EIN 20 C4, C5) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion opposes t h i s  t r a i l  
easement in favo r  o f  t h e  proposed relocat ion o f  t r a i l  EIN 18 C4, C5. 

Vil lage o f  Russian Mission ( K )  

a. (EIN 2 C3, D l )  T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion accepts t h i s  s i te  easement 
in p r inc ip le  but wants it relocated t o  Sec. 2, T. 17 N., R. 56 W., 
Seward Meridian, in t h e  right b a n k  o f  t h e  Kuskokwim River .  T h e  
s i te  as proposed i s  in e r r o r  p e r  t h e  Alaska State Off ice, ELM. T h e  
relocated s i te  w i l l  replace Aniak s i t e  EIN 6 C3, D l ,  D9, wh ich  i s  
opposed. 

b. (EIN 2a C3, D l )  T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion accepts t h i s  t r a i l  
easement p rov ided  it originates a t  t h e  proposed relocat ion o f  s i te  
EIN 2 C3, D l .  T h e  extension o f  t r a i l  EIN 2a C3, D l  w i l l  replace 
An iak  t r a i l  EIN 6a C3, D l ,  D9 wh ich  i s  opposed. 



c. (EIN 10 C4, C5) The Kuskokwirn Corporation accepts th is t r a i l  easement. 

d.  (EIN 11 C4, C5) The Kuskokwirn Corporation accepts th is  site easement 
in pr inc ip le  but wants it relocated to  Sec. 16, T. 17 N., R. 54 W., 
Seward Meridian, on the  le f t  bank o f  the  Kuskokwim River, t o  coincide 
w i th  an exist ing t ra i l .  

e. (EIN l l a  C4, C5) The Kuskokwim Corporation accepts th is  t r a i l  
easement i n  pr inciple but wants it relocated to  Sec. 16, T. 17 N., 
R. 54 W., Seward Meridian, to  coincide with an exist ing t ra i l .  

Village o f  Aniak 

a. (EIN 3 C3, D l ,  D9) The Kuskokwim Corporation accepts th is  t r a i l  
eabement for  winter use  only. - 

b. (EIN 4 C3, D l )  The  Kuskokwim Corporation opposes th is  t ra i l  easement. 
They said mining equipment i s  flown into mining operation a i rs t r ips  
no t  the  village's and/or t he  Aniak River i s  used; therefore, t he  t ra i l  
Is no t  needed. The Kuskokwim Corporation said the t ra i l  was made In 
the  early 1900's and has no t  been used in the  last 10 years. 

The regional corporation agrees with TKC, and wants t o  know t h e  , 
location and status of the  mining claims in the  Marble Creek Mining 
Area. 

The  State asked if the  Aniak River can be used b y  barges fo r  movement 
o f  mining equipment and supplies. The Kuskokwim Corporation said 
i t ' s  tough going. 

c. (EIN 6 C3, D l ,  D9) The Kuskokwirn Corporation opposes th is  site 
easement. It is  replaced b y  the  proposed relocation o f  Russian Mission (k) 
s i te EIN 2 C3, D l  t o  Sec. 2, T. 17 N., R. 56 W., Seward Meridian, 
on the  right bank o f  the  Kuskokwim River. 

d. ( E I N  6a C3, D l ,  D9) The Kuskokwim Corporation opposes th is  t r a i l  
easement. It i s  replaced by the  proposed extension o f  Russian Mission (k )  
t r a i l  EIN 2a C3, D l  t o  Russian Mission (k) site easement € IN 2 C3, 
D l .  

e. (EIN 8 C3, D l ,  D9) The Kuskokwim Corporation reserves comment on 
th is  road easement a t  t h i s  time. They  want the Aniak townsite land 
status clari f ied. They are considering not taking conveyance on 
Secs. 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, and 12, T. 17 N., R. 57 W., Seward Meridian, 
due t o  water body boundary dif f icult ies. It is possible t he  road 
could be reconveyed under ANCSA Sec. 14(c). 

f. (EIN 16 C4, C5)' The Kuskokwim Corporation opposes th i s  t ra i l  
easement. They said it duplicates t r a i l  €IN 21 C4, which provides 
access to public land and resources no r th  of the selection. 

The State contends tha t  th is  i s  an exist ing route between the Kuskokwim 
and Yukon Rivers. 



g. (EIN.16a C4, C5) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion opposes t h i s  s i t e  
easement. T h e y  said it dupl icates s i te  EIN 21a C4 as a per iod ic  s i t e  
fac i l i t a t i ng  r i v e r  t rave l  and i s  n o t  needed as a t ra i lhead f o r  t r a i l  
E IN  16 C4, C5. 

h. (EIN 21 C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion accepts t h i s  t r a i l  easement. 

i. (EIN 21a C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corpora t ion  accepts t h i s  s i te  easement. 

Vi l lage o f  U p p e r  Kalskaq 

a. (EIN 2 C3, D l ,  D9) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion opposes t h i s  t r a i l  
easement. T h e y  said access t o  A rhymot  Lake and pub l ic  l and  and  
resources n o r t h  o f  t h e  selection i s  v ia  Crooked Creek. T h e  K u s k -  
okwim Corporat ion said the  t r a i l  t raverses  Nat ive allotments adjacent  
t o  A r h y m o t  Lake. 

T h e  State contends t h e  t ra i l  i s  used f o r  fue l  (drums) t ranspor ta t ion  
during winter .  

b. (EIN 2a C3, D l ,  D9) The Kuskokwim Corporat ion opposes t h i s  t r a i l  
easement. T h e y  said access t o  p u b l i c  land and resources n o r t h  o f  
t h e  selection i s  v ia  t h e  Kuskokwim R ive r  and Crooked Creek.  

C. (EIN 4 C5) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion reserves comment a t  t h i s  
t ime o n  t h i s  t r a i l  easement. T h e y  w i l l  discuss present  use w i t h  the 
v i l lage.  

T h e  Sta te  said t h e y  have documented use o f  t h e  easement. 

d. (EIN 4a C4) See discussion in pa rag raph  c. 

e. (EIN 4b C4) T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion reserves comment a t  t h i s  
t ime o n  t h i s  s i te  easement. T h e y  said, however, t h e r e  i s  a Na t i ve  
al lotment which conf l ic ts  w i th  t h e  site; it i s  dup l ica t ive  o f  s i t e  EIN 4a C4; 
and  t h e  t ramway i s  n o t  used. 

T h e  Sta te  said t h e  s i te  is needed because t h e  t ramway i s  used. T h e y  
said t h e  conf l i c t ing  Native al lotment i s  be ing pro tes ted because t h e  
pub l i c  use pre-dated t h e  allottee's occupancy. 

f. (EIN 8 C5) T h e  Kuskokwirn Corporat ion opposes t h i s  s i te easement. 
T h e y  said An iak  s i t e  EIN 21a C4 accomplishes t h e  same purpose 
the re fo re  s i te  EIN 8 C5 i s  dupl icat ive.  

T h e  State said t h e  si te 's location i s  topographical ly  unfeasible as t h e  
r i v e r  bank  i s  v e r y  steep. T h e  Kuskokwim Corporat ion agrees. T h e  
State proposed t h e  s i te  be relocated t o  Sec. 6, T. 17 N., R. 58 W., 
Seward Mer id ian o n  t h e  right bank  o f  t h e  Kuskokwim River .  T h e  
State i s  concerned t h a t  a t r a c t  o f  pub l i c  land and  resources (Secs. 1 
t h r o u g h  4, T.  17 N. ,  R. 59 W.; and Secs. 25 t h r o u g h  29, and  32 
t h r o u g h  36, T. 18 N., R .  59 W., Seward Mer id ian)  wi l l  b e  isolated by 
t h e  selection. T h e y  want a t r a i l  and  s i te p rov ided  t o  fac i l i ta te access. 
T h e  State's proposed relocation would avoid Nat ive  allotment c o n f l i c t s  
and serve t o  fac i l i ta te t rave l  o n  t h e  Kuskokwim River .  



g. (EIN 8a C4, C5) The Kuskokwim Corporation opposes th is  t ra i l  
easement and the  State agrees, both f o r  the  reasons stated i n  
paragraph f. 

h. (EIN 15 D l )  The Kuskokwim Corporation opposes th is  t r a i l  easement. 
They said access t o  publ ic land and resources i s  v ia  Mud and Crooked 
Creeks, and the  Kuskokwim River.  

Village o f  Lower Kalskag 

a. (EIN 7 D9) The Kuskokwim Corporation accepts th is  t r a i l  easement 
f o r  winter use only. 

b. CElN 8 C4, C5) The Kuskokwim Corporation opposes th is  t ra i l  easement. 
They said it i s  duplicative o f  t r a i l  EIN 7 D9. 

Calista Corporation agrees. 

c. (EIN 10 C4, C5) The Kuskokwim Corporation opposes th is  site easement. 
They said publ ic land in Sec. 10, T. 15 N., R. 63 W., Seward Meridian 
and easterly serves the  same purposes. The publ ic land and resources 
can be accessed using a slough o f  the  Kuskokwim River which s tar ts  
in Sec. 16, traverses Sec. 9 and enters publ ic land in the  N%, , 
Sec. 10, T 15 N., R. 63 W., Seward Meridian. 

d. (EIN 10a C4, C5) The Kuskokwim Corporation opposes th is  t ra i l  
easement f o r  reasons stated in paragraph c. 

e. (EIN 17 E) The Kuskokwim Corporation opposes th is  s i te easement. 
They said publ ic land and resources can be accessed v ia  a side 
slough o f  lsrathorak Creek which they said continues easterly f rom 
the  SEk, Sec. 11, joining a slough of the  Kuskokwim in the  S*, 
Sec. 12, T. 15 N., R. 64 W., Seward Meridian. Th is  same slough 
also appears (from a U.S.G.S. map review) t o  t raverse public land in 
the  %, Sec. 25, and the  E$, Sec. 26, T. 15 N., R. 64 W., Seward 
Meridian. They wil l  gather data t o  support t he  navigabi l i ty  o f  lsrathorak 
Creek. 

f. (-EIN 17a E) The -Kuskokwim C'orporation opposes th is  t r a i l  easement 
f o r  reasons stated in paragraph e. Additionally, other interconnecting 
sloughs of the Kuskokwim River and the  r i v e r  I tself  provide access t o  
public land and resources westerly of the selection. 

CC : 
AM-M (018) 
At tn :  6.  Hale 

DM-NAV (013) 
A t tn :  M. Wheeler 
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h .  (EIN 15 Dl) Delete this trail easement. Alternate access to 
public land and resources can be gained via trail EIN 2 C3, 
D l ,  D9, navigable Crooked Creek, the Yukon-E<uskokwim 
Portage, and navigable Arhymot Lake. 

i. (EIN 8b C4, C5) Add a one (1) acre site easement on the 
downstream end of a small unnamed island in the NEk, 
Sec. 20, T .  17  N., R.  60 W . ,  Seward Meridian. 

Sincerely yours, 

L s ~  JXEERT W. FAITHFUL 

Robert D .  Arnold 
Assistant to the State Director 
for Conveyance Management 

Courtesy Copy to: 

Mr. Nelson Angapak, Executive Vice-President 
Calista Corporation ... . 
516 Denali Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

M r .  Jim Culbertson 
Land Exchange/Entitlement Unit 
State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

Mr. Ron Swanson 
Navigability Unit 
State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
ATTN: Dennis Daigger 

Mr. Barry Reiswig 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
P .O .  Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99539 

Mr. Keith Schreiner 
Alaska Area Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1011 E a s t  Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 



c c :  
Navigability Unit (962) . 
Attn: S. Berg  

AM-McGrath (018) 
Attn: B .  Hale 

DM-Nav (013) 
Attn: C. Neufelder 
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25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty-five (25) 
foot wide trail easement are: travel by foot, dogsled, 
animals, snowmobiles, two- and three-wheel vehicles, 
and small all-terrain vehicles (ATV's) (less than 3,000 
lbs.  Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

50 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a fifty (50) foot 
wide trail easement are :  travel by foot, dogsled, 
animals, snowmobiles, two- and three-wheel vehicles, 
small and large all-terrain vehicles, track vehicles and 
four-wheel drive vehicles. 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed on a one acre site 
easement are: vehicle parking (e . g .  , aircraft, boats, 
ATVs , snowmobiles, cars,  t rucks) ,  temporary camping, 
and loading or  unloading. Temporary camping, loading 
or unloading shall be limited to 24 hours. ' 

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED: 

a .  (EIN 2 C3, D l ,  D9) An easement twenty-five (25) feet in 
width for an existing access trail from the village of Upper 
Kalskag northerly to public land. The uses allowed are 
those listed for a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail easement. 
The season of use will be limited to winter. 

Discussion: 
Reservation of this trail easement is necessarv to assure 
continued public access between the navigable Kuskokwim 
River, the village of Kalskag, navigable Arhymot Lake, and 
public land and resources beyond. The trail has a history 
of use by villagers and visitors as a travel route between 
the villages of Lower Kalskag, Kalskag and Paimiute. The 
trail is also used for access to ice fishing areas and public 
land beyond Arhymot Lake. 

b .  (EIN 4 C5) An easement fifty (50) feet in width for an 
existing in part,  proposed in part  aceess trail from Mud 
Creek in the SEk Sec. 27, T .  17 N . ,  R .  62 W., Seward 
Meridian, northwesterly to Crooked Creek in the SW%, Sec. 
22, T .  17 lu'. , R .  62 W . ,  Seward Meridian. The uses 
allowed are those listed for a fifty (50) foot wide trail 
easement. 

Discussion : 
This route includes the land portion of the Yukon- 
Kuskokwim Portage. I t  consists of a tramway between 
waterways which aids boat movement in overland passages. 
Seldom used now, the route may be important as small boat 
travel increases. I t  is proposed (in part)  from Mud Creek 
northerly to a point midway along the existing tramway to 
avoid conflicting with Native Allotment ( N A )  F-17380 Parcel 
B to the east. When actually placed on the ground (after 
the NA survey) it would parallel the west boundary of the 
N A .  



c .  (EIN 4a C4) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the 
ordinary high water mark on the right bank of Mud Creek 
in the SEk, Sec. 27, T .  17 N . ,  R. 62 W . ,  Seward Meridian. 
The uses allowed are those listed for a one (1) acre site. 

Discussion : 
This site easement is necessarv to facilitate access to Mud " 
Creek and will serve as a trailhead for the tramway portion 
of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage (trail EIN 4 CS), between 
Mud Creek and Crooked Creek. 

d .  (EIN 4b C4) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the 
ordinary high water mark on the left bank of Crooked 
Creek in the SWk, Sec. 22, T .  17 N . ,  R .  62 W . ,  Servard 
Meridian. The uses allowed are those listed for a one (1) 
acre site easement. 

Discussion : 
This site is necessary to facilitate access to Crooked Creek 
and will serve as  a trailhead for the tramway portion of the 
Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage (trail EIN 4 C5), between Crooked 
Creek and Mud Creek. 

one (1) acre site easement upland of the 
mark on the downriver end of the 

unnamed island in the Kuskokwim River in the S5, Sec. 12, 
T .  17 N . ,  R .  59 W . ,  Seward Meridian. The uses allowed 
are those listed for a one (1) acre site. 

Discussion : 
Reservation of this site easement is necessary to facilitate a 
reasonable pattern of travel on the ~uskokwiin River. 

f .  (EIN 8b C4, C5) A one (1) acre site easement upland of 
the ordinary high water mark on the downstream end of a 
small unnamed island in the Kuskokwim River in the NEk, 
Sec. 20. T .  17 N . ,  R. 60 W . ,  Seward Meridian. The uses 
allowed are those listed for a one (1)-acre site. 

Discussion : 
This site easement will facilitate a reasonable Dattern of 
Kuskokwim River travel and use. 

The following easements were considered but not recommended: 

a .  (EIN 2a C3, D l ,  D9) An easement twenty-five (25) feet in 
width for an existing access trail from Lower Kalskag northerly 
to trail EIN 2 C3, D l ,  D9, in Sec. 17, T .  17 N., R .  61 W . ,  
Seward Meridian. 

Discussion : 
This trail easement is not needed as a tie from Lower Kalskag 
to trail EIN 2 C3. D l ,  D9. A State maintained road links 
both Kalskags and fadilitates the use of trail EIN 2 C3, D l ,  
D9 in accessing public land and resources. 



b .  (EIN 8a C4, C5) An easement twenty-five (25) feet in 
width for a proposed access trail from site EIN 8 C5 on the 
right bank of the Kuskokwim River in Sec. 11, T.  17 N . , 
R. 59 W .  , Seward Meridian, northerly to public land. 

Discussion : 
Reservation of this trail easement is not necessarv to provide 
access because access to public land and resources can be 
gained by using George One's Creek (local place name), a 
navigable major waterway, whose confluence with the Kusko- 
kwim River is in Sec. 5, T .  17 N. ,  R. 58 W . ,  Seward 
Meridian. 

c .  (EIN 15 Dl)  An easement twenty-five (25) feet in width 
for an existing access trail from trail EIN 2 C3, D l ,  D9  in 
Sec. 21, T .  17 N., R .  61 W . ,  Seward Meridian,,westerly 
across village selected land to public land in Sec. ' 18, 
T .  17 N . ,  R .  62 W . ,  Seward Meridian. 

Discussion: 
This trail easement is not necessary because alternate 
access to public land and resources can be gained via trail 
EIN 2 C3, Dl ,  D9; Crooked Creek, a navigable major water- 
way; the Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage; and navigable Arhymot 
Lake. 

/s/ ROBERT D. ARNOI-P 

Courtesy Copy to: 

Mr. Jim Culbertson 
Land Exchange/Entitlement Unit 
State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Research and Development 
Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

cc: 
Navigability Unit (962) 
Attn: S .  Berg 

AM-McGrath (018) 
Attn: B .  Hale 

DM-Nav (013) 
Attn: C. Neufelder 
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Seven rectangular survey plats have been identified as requiring additional meanders in order to 
properly depict waterways previously excluded from the IC. These plats (w~th  the relevant 
waterway highlighted) have been included as part of the attachments. 

Only upland navigable rivers and streams less than three chains in width and lakes less than fifty 
acres in size which cross or lie within ANCSA-selected and IC'd lands are described. 

Tidal water bodies, lakes fifty acres or more in size, and rivers averaging 198 feet or more in 
width are not described because, regardless of their navigability status, these water bodies are 
meandered and segregated from the survey in accordance with the Alaska Submerged Lands Act 
of 1988. 

If water bodies are less than meanderable size, and not listed in the appendix, they are non- 
navigable. They are too short, steep-in-gradient, narrow, or shallow for travel, trade, and 
commerce. 

The BLM-Alaska' s navigabil~ty determinations are based on Federal law of title navigability. 
Title to unreserved lands underlying navigable waters vested in the State at the time of statehood. 
As a general rule, inland waters are navigable if, at the time of statehood, they were used, or 
were susceptible to use, for travel, trade, and commerce. In a memorandum dated March 16, 
1976, Associate Solicitor Hugh C. Gamer summarized the Submerged Lands Act of 1953 (43 
U.S.C. 1301) and Federal case law pertaining to title navigability. The Alaska Submerged Lands 
Act of 1988 (P.L. 100-395) provides specific direction regarding navigability determinations and 
survey meanders for land transfers under the Alaska Statehood Act, Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act, and the Nat~ve Allotment Act. Additional guidance is provided in Appeal of 
Doyon, Ltd., Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board RLS 76-2,86 LD. 692 (1979)[Kandik and 
Nation Rivers]; Alaska v. United States, 754 F.2d 851 (9th Cir.1983), cert. denied, 474 U.S. 968 
(1985) [Slopbucket Lake]; Alaska v. Ahtna, Inc., 891 F2d. 1401 (9th Cir.1989), cert. denied, 495 
U.S. 919 (1990) [Gulkana River]; United States v. Alaska, Original No. 84 (1997) [Naval 
Petroleum Reserve No. 41; and Alaska v. United States, No. 98-35310 (9th Cir. 2000) 
[Kukpowruk River]. 

In conclusion, the previous determinations of navigability on IC'd lands are summarized in the 
Appendix. The determinations of navigability for the remaining village-selected lands as shown 
in the memorandums dated May 8, 1989, May 24, 1989, and October 30, 1991, are affirmed. 



Attachments: 
- Appendix 
-Navigability Memorandums dated November 8, 1984, July 8, 1985, 

January 24, 1986, May 8, 1989, May 24, 1989, October 30, 1991 
-Rectangular survey plat for T. 16N., R. 60W., S M  
-Rectangular survey plat for T. 16N., R. 61W., S M  
-Rectangular survey plat for T. 16N., R. 63W., SM 
- Rectangular survey plat for T. 15N., R. 61W., SM 
-Rectangular survey plat for T. 15N., R. 63W., S M  
- Rectangular survey plat for T. 14N., R. 63W., SM 
- Rectangular survey plat for T. 14N., R. 64W., S M  



cc: 
State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Navigability Unit 
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1050 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 
Attn: Kathy Atkinson 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Realty Services Section 
550 W. 7Ih Avenue, Suite 1050A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 

State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Sport Fish Division 
333 Raspberry Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18- 1599 
Attn: Robin Willis 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Water Resources Branch, Region 7 
Attn: Warren Keogh 
101 1 E. Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Mike Rearden, Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 346 
Bethel. Alaska 99559-0346 

Calista Corporation 
601 W. 5'h Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2225 

Association of Village Co~~nc i l  PI-esidents 
Real Estate Services 
P.O. Box 219 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 



Kuskokwirn Corporation 
Realty Department 
P.O. Box 227 
Anchorage, Alaska 99557 

Chief, Branch of Field Surveys (921) 

Chief, Branch of Preparation and Resolution CANA-I (962) 

Chief, Branch of Adjudication I(963) 

Chief, Branch of Adjudication I1 (964) 

Anchorage Field Office (040) 

Dominica Van Koten (927) 

Ralph Basner (927) 

Rodney Hal.vey (954C) 
(Electronic Copy) 



Appendix 

Navigable Waters Less than Meanderable Size within Certain ANCSA-Selected and 
Interim Conveyed [IC) Lands 

Lower & Upper Kalskag (ANCSA) Survey Project, Window 268 1 (CAA-1) 
By Township 

Seward Meridian 

T. 19 N.. R. 59 W. 
Includes (village-selected) Secs. 1-5, 8-1 7, 21 -27, 34 and 35. 
No navigable waters (report of 5/24/89). 

T. 19 N.. R. 60 W. 
Includes (village-selected) Secs. 31-35. 
No navigable waters (report of 5/8/89). 

T. 19 N.. R. 61 W_ 
lncludes (village-selected) Secs. 35 and 36 
No navigable waters (report of 5/8/89). 

T. 18 N., R. 59 W. 
Includes (village-selected) Secs. 1-24, 30 and 31. 
No navigable waters (report of 5/24/89). 

T. 18 N., R. 60 W. 
Includes (village-selected) Secs. 2 and 13. 
No navigable waters (report of 5/8/89). 

T. 18 N.. R. 61 W. 
No navigable waters (report of 5/8/89). 

T. 18 N., R. 62 W. 
No navigable waters (report of 5/8/89) 

T. 17 N., R. 59 W. 
Discovery Creek in Sec. 31; Slough in NE4SW4NE4 Sec. 31; Slough in Sec. 28 to mouth 
in SE4SE4NE4 Sec. 29; StreamJSlough of Kuskokwim River in Secs. 23, 24 ,26 ,27 ,34  
and 35 (report of 5/24/89). 
[r~clttrles (villo,re-setecterl) SPCS. 23-26. 



T. 17 N.. R. 60 W. 
Branch of the Kuskokwim River Slough in Secs. 22, 27 and 34; Slough of the 
Kuskokwim river jn Secs. 24 and 25; Interconnecting Slough of the Kuskokwim in Secs. 
19,20 and 29; and Double-lined portion of slough in SE4 Sec. 29. (report of 5/8/89) 
I~lcludes (village-selected) Secs. 25-27 arzd 31 - 36. 

T. 17 N., R. 61 W. 
Interconnecting slough of the Kuskokwim River in Secs. 24 and 25 (report of 5/8/89). 

T. 17 N., R. 62 W. 
Crooked Creek (throughout the township); Mud Creek to the NE4NE4 See. 26 
(report of 5/8/89). 
Includes (village-selected) Secs. 18, 19. 

T. 17 N.. R. 63 W. 
Johnson River and Crooked Creek (report of 5/8/89) 
Includes (village-selected) Secs. 13, 14, 23 and 24. 

T. 16 N.. R. 60 W. 
Stream in Secs. 27 and 28; Linear Lake in Secs. 29 and 30; Slough of Discovery Creek 
with mouth in SE4SW4SW4 Sec. 2 to end of slough in NE4NW4SE4 Sec. 2 
(reports of 5/24/89, 10/30/91). 
Includes (village-selected) Secs. 3-9, and 27-30. 

T. 16 N.. R. 61 W. 
Dead-end slough of the Kuskokwim River in Sec. 1; Unnamed Creek flowing northerly 
through Secs. 25 and 36 and westerly through Secs. 26,27 and 28; Unnamed Stream that 
enters the center east boundary of Sec. 24 (reports of 5/8/89, 10/30/91). 
Includes (village-selected) Secs. 1-12 and 25-29. 

T. 16 N.. R. 62  W. 
Mud Creek; Double-lined portions of Lake in Secs. 8 ,9 ,  16 and 17; Slough in Secs. 17 to 
19; Two left bank double-lined branches in Sec. 19; elongated lakes in SE4SE4 Sec. 8. 
(report of 5/8/89) 

T. 16 N., R. 63 W. 
Mud Creek; Slough in Secs. 23 and 24; Kuskokwim River Slough in Native allotment 
F-16535, Parcel B and SE4 Sec. 25; Slough double-lined and single-lined in Secs. 23-25; 
double-lined, Dead-end Slough in Sec. 23; Slough in Secs. 26,27 and 34; Slough in 
Secs. 33 and 34 (report of 5/8/89). 
Iftcl~rdes (village-selected) Secs. 8 nrld 17-19 - No navigable waters. 

T. 16 N.. R. 64 W. 
No navigable waters (report of 5/8/89). 



T. 15 N.. R. 60 W. 
Outlet of Whitefish Lake (report of 5/24/89). 

T. 15N. ,R .61  W. 
Whitefish Lake outlet through Sec. 1 (report of 5/8/89) 

T. 15 N., R. 62 W. 
No navigable waters (report of 5/8/89). 

T. 15 N.. R. 63 W. 
Throat Creek in Secs. 9-12, 14-16; Israthorak Creek tributary in Sec. 31 
(report of 5/8/89). 

T. 15 N.. R. 64 W. 
No navigable waters (report of 5/8/89). 

T. 14 N., R. 60 W. 
Lake and Channel leading into Whitefish Lake in Secs. 4 and 9 (report of 11/8/82). 

T. 14 N., R. 61 W. 
No navigable waters (report of 5/8/89). 

T. 14 N., R.  62 W. 
No navigable waters (report of 5/8/89) 

T. 14 N., R. 63 W. 
Unnamed Slough in Secs. 19 and 20 (report of 5/8/89) 

T. 14 N., R. 64 W. 
Unnamed Slough from mouth of Isothorak Creek to the Kuskokwim River through Secs 
8-1 1 and 17; Unnamed Slough through Secs. 1 and 2 (report of 5/8/89). 
Includes (village-selected) Secs. 1-3, and 10-1 6. 

T. 14 N.. R. 65 W. 
Entire Township within Yukon Delta NWR 
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wide and wider, and lakes 50 acres in size and larger, which are meanderable according to the 
Bureau of Land Management's 1973 Mantcal ofSurveying Instructions, as modified by 
43 CFR 5 2650.5-1. 

When reviewing the draft patents, please keep in mind that at this point in the process, we cannot 
reserve additional easements, or relocate or change the allowable uses of a rcserved easement, 
unless the corporation has donated such an easement or agreed to the relocation or change of use. 

There have been no changes to the easements to be reserved. 

The navigability determination for the water bodies located within the lands described in the 
draft patent remains unchanged. 

The draft patents differ from the IC in that the valid existing rights paragraph does not contain 
the statement, "(including a lease issued under Sec. 6(g) of the Alaska Statehood Act of July 7, 
1958 (72 Stat. 339,341; 48 U.S.C. Ch. 2, Sec. 6(g)))" because the lands to be patented were 
never under the jurisdiction of the State of Alaska. 

When the final patents are issued, no lands will remain within IC 1653. 

When the final patents are issued, IC 749 remains in full force and effect for the following area: 
US Survey 13077, within Sec. 35, T. 17 N., R. 61 W., Seward Meridian. 

A third party interest was identified within IC 749. Right-of-way grant T-130-YD; F-19246, 
issued to ALASCOM (formerly RCA Alaska Communications, hc.)  located within Sec. 22, 
T. 17 N., R. 61 W., Seward Meridian, for communication facilities, and transferred to 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service upon issuance of IC 749. By letter of June 4, 1984, jurisdiction 
of the above right-of-way was transferred from U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service to the 
Kuskokwim Native Corporation. 

Enclosed are copies of the master title plats, acreage calculation sheets, easement maps, and 
easement and navigability memoranda to assist in review of the draft patents. 

Comments should be made within thirty (30) days of receipt of this notice, and should be sent to: 

Bureau of Land Management 
Division of Conveyance Management 
Branch of Adjudication I1 (964) 
ATTN: D. Kay Erben 
222 West Seventh Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 13-7599 



If no comments are received within the 30-day period, the draft patents will be considered 
correct and the final patents will be issued. 

1slo.KayErbm 

D. Kay Erben 
Land Law Examiner 
Branch of Adjudication I1 

Enclosures: 
Draft patents 
Status plats 
Survey plats 
Easement memoranda 
Easement maps 
Navigability memorandum 
Acreage calculation sheets 

Copy furnished to: 

State of Alaska (CM-RRR) 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Realty Services Section 
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1050A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 
(wldraft patents and enclosures) 

State of Alaska (CM-RRR) 
Department of Fish and Game 
Division of Sport Fish 
ATTN: Robin Willis 
333 Raspberry Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 995 18-1 599 
(w/draft patents and enclosures) 

State of Alaska (CM-RRR) 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
ATTN: Chief, Right-of-way Branch 
Central Region 
41 11 Aviation Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502-1 058 
(wldraft patents and enclosures) 



U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (CM-RRR) 
Division of Realty, Mail Stop 21 1 
Chief, Branch of Operations 
10 1 1 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(wldraft patents and enclosures) 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (CM-RRR) 
Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 
(wldraft patents and enclosures) 

AT&T Alascom 
Attn: Contracts 
210 E. Bluff Drive, MP292 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-1 100 

Escrow (961) 
(wldraft patents) 

FM, AK (040) 

Patricia Underwood (964) 



l o  &to wbm t h e  presents shdcome, Greeting 

Patent 

This patent is issued by the UNITED STATES, Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land 
Management, 222 West Seventh Avenue, #13, Anchorage, Alaska 9951 3-7599, as GRANTOR, to 
The Kuskokwim Corporation, Successor-in-Interest to Upper Kalskag, Inc., 4300 B Street, Suite 207, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-5951 as GRANTEE, for lands in the Kuskokwim Recording District. 

WHEREAS 

The Kuskokwim Corporation 
Successor-In-Interest to Upper Kalskag, Inc. 

is entitled to a patent pursuant to Sec. 14(a) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act ofDecember 18, 1971,43 U.S.C. 5 1613(a), of the surface estate in the 
following-described lands, portions of which are described in Interim Conveyance 
Nos. 749 and 1653 issued September 30, 1983, and January 8, 1996, respectively: 

Lot 6, U.S. Survey No. 6488, Alaska 

Containing 81.54 acres, as shown on the plat of survey officially filed June 25, 1992. 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

T. 17 N., R. 59 W., 
Secs. 5 and 6; 
Sec. 7, lot 1; 
Sec. 8; 
Sec. 9, lot I ;  
Sec. 10, lots 1 and 2; 
Sec. 11, lots 1 to 8, inclusive; 
Sec. 12, lots 1 and 2; 
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Sec. 13, lots 1 and 2; 
Sec. 14, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 15, lots 1,2, and 3; 
Sec. 16, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 17, lots 1,2, and 3; 
Sec. 18, lot 1; 
Sec. 19, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 20, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 21, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 22, lots 1 to 4, inclusive. 

Containing 8,03 1.06 acres, as shown on the plat of survey officially filed 
September 2, 1997. 

T. 17 N., R. 60 W., 
Secs. 1 to 8, inclusive; 
Sec. 9, lot 1; 
Sec. 10, lot 1; 
Sec. 11; 
Sec. 12, lot 1; 
Sec. 13, lots 4 and 5; 
Sec. 14, lot 3; 
Sec. 15, lots 5, 6, and 7; 
Sec. 16, lots 3 and 4; 
Sec. 17, lot 3; 
Sec. 18, lot 1; 
Sec. 19, lots 3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 20, lots 3,5, and 6; 
Sec. 21, lot 3; 
Sec. 22, lots 4,6,7, and 8; 
Sec. 23, lots 3,5,6,7, and 8; 
Sec. 24, lots 4, 6, 8,9, and 10; 
Sec. 28, lot 3; 
Sec. 29, lots 3,5,6, and 8; 
Sec. 30, lots 1,3,4, and 5. 

Containing 13,565.62 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the segregation survey officially filed November 19,2004. 

T. 18 N., R. 60 W., 
Secs. 3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 6, lot 1; 
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Sec. 7, lot 1; 
Secs. 8 to 11, inclusive; 
Secs. 14 to 17, inclusive; 
Sec. 18, lot 1; 
Secs. 19 to 36, inclusive. 

Containing 20,347.24 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the supplemental plat of survey officially filed November 19,2004. 

T. 19 N., R. 60 W., 
Sec. 31, lot 1; 
Secs. 32,33, and 34. 

Containing 2,417.12 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the supplemental plat of survey officially filed November 19, 2004. 

T. 17 N., R. 61 W., 
Secs. 1,2, and 3; 
Sec. 4, lots 3 and 4; 
Sec. 5, lot 3; 
Sec. 6, lot 2; 
Sec. 7; 
Sec. 8, lot 1; 
Sec. 9, lot 1; 
Secs. 10 to 15, inclusive; 
Sec. 16, lot 1; 
Sec. 17, lot 1; 
Secs. 18, 19, and 20; 
Sec. 21, lot I; 
Sec. 22, lot 1; 
Sec. 23, lot 1; 
Sec. 24, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 25, lots 1,4,5, and 6; 
Sec. 26, lots 3 to 6, inclusive; 
Sec. 27, lots 4 and 5; 
Sec. 28, lot 1; 
Sec. 29, lot 1; 
Sec. 30, lots 1 and 4; 
Sec. 3 1, lot I; 
Sec. 32, lot 1; 
Sec. 33, lots 2 and 3; 
Sec. 34, lot 3; 
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Sec. 35, lot 3; 
Sec. 36, lot 1. 

Containing 18,067.72 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the segregation survey officially filed November 19,2004. 

T. 18 N., R. 61 W., 
Sec. 1, lot 4; 
Sec. 2, lots 3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 11, lots 11 to 14, inclusive; 
Sec. 12, lots 6,7, and 11; 
Sec. 13, lot 5; 
Sec. 24, lots 1,3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 25, lot 3; 
Sec. 33, lot 2; 
Sec. 34, lots 2 to 6, inclusive; 
Sec. 35, lots 4 and 7; 
Sec. 36. 

Containing 4,147.74 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the photogrammetric resurvey officially filed December 21,2004. 

T. 19 N., R. 61 W., 
Sec. 35, lots 2 to 8, inclusive; 
Sec. 36, lots 3 and 5. 

Containing 1,101.20 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the photogrammetric resurvey officially filed November 3, 2004. 

T. 17 N., R. 62 W., -. .-- 

Set. 1, lot 4; 
Sec. 2, lots 5,6, and 7; 
Sec. 11, lot 5; 
Sec. 12, lot 1 ; 
Sec. 13, lots 1,3, and 4; 
Sec. 14, lot 1; 
Sec. 15, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 16, lot 1; 
Sec. 17; 
Sec. 20, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 21, lots 2, 4, and 6; 
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Sec. 22, lots 3 and 6; 
Sec. 23; 
Sec. 24, lot 1; 
Sec. 25, lots 1, 3, and 4; 
Sec. 26, lot 1; 
Sec. 27, lots 3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 28, lot 3; 
Sec. 33, lots 1,3,4, 5,7, and 8; 
Sec. 34, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 35, lot 1; 
Sec. 36. 

Containing 11,902.18 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the segregation survey officially filed October 6,2004. 

Total aggregated acreage is 79,661.42 acres. 

NOW KNOW YE, that there is, therefore, granted by the UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, unto the above-named corporation the surface estate in the lands 
above described; TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said estate with all the rights, 
privileges, immunities, and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging, 
unto the said corporation, its successors and assigns, forever. 

EXCEPTING AND RESERVING TO THE UNITED STATES from the lands 
so granted: 

1. The subsurface estate therein, and all rights, privileges, immunities, 
and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, accruing unto said estate 
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 
1971,43 U.S.C. 5 1613(f); and 

2. Pursuant to Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 
December 18, 1971,43 U.S.C. 5 1616(b) (1976), the following public 
easements, referenced by Easement Identification Number (EIN) on 
the easement maps, copies of which can be found in the Bureau of 
Land Management's public land records, are reserved to the United 
States. All easements are subject to applicable Federal, State, or 
Municipal corporation regulation. The following is a listing of uses 
allowed for each type of easement. Any uses which are not 
specifically listed are prohibited. 
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25 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a twenty-five (25) 
foot wide trail easement are: travel by foot, dogsleds, 
animals, snowmobiles, two- and three-wheeled 
vehicles, and small all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) (less 
than 3,000 lbs. Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)). 

50 Foot Trail - The uses allowed on a fitly (50) foot 
wide trail easement are: travel by foot, dogsleds, 
animals, snowmobiles, two- and three-wheeled 
vehicles, small and large all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), 
tracked vehicles, and four-wheel-drive vehicles. 

One Acre Site - The uses allowed on a site easement 
are: vehicle parking (e.g., aircraft, boats, all-terrain 
vehicles (ATVs), snowmobiles, cars, trucks), temporary 
camping, and loading or unloading. Temporary 
camping, loading, or unloading shall be limited to 
24 hours. 

a. ( E N  2 C3, Dl ,  D9) An easement twenty-five (25) feet in 
width for an existing access trail from the village of Kalskag 
northerly to public land. The uses allowed are those listed for 
a twenty-five (25) foot wide trail easement. The season of use 
is limited to winter. 

b. ( E N  4 C5) An easement fifty (50) feet in width for a trail 
(existing in part; proposed in part) from Mud Creek in the 
SE5,  Sec. 27, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., Seward Meridian, 
northwesterly to Crooked Creek in the SW%, Sec. 22, 
T. 17 N., R. 62 W., Seward Meridian. The uses allowed are 
those listed for a fifty (50) foot wide trail easement. 

c. (Em 4a C4) A one ( I )  acre site easement upland of the ordinary 
high water mark on the right bank of Mud Creek in the SE%, 
Sec. 27, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., Seward Meridian. The uses 
allowed are those listed for a one (1) acre site easement. 

d. (Em 4b C4) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the 
ordinary high water mark on the left bank of Crooked Creek in 
the SW%, Sec. 22, T. 17 N., R. 62 W., Seward Meridian. The 
uses allowed are those listed for a one (1) acre site easement. 
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e. (EIN 8 C4 C5) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the 
ordinary high water mark on the downriver end of the unnamed 
island in the Kuskokwim River in the S%, Sec. 12, T. 17 N., R. 
59 W., Seward Meridian. The uses allowed are those listed for 
a one (I) acre site easement. 

f. (ELN 8b C4 C5) A one (1) acre site easement upland of the 
ordinary high water mark on the downstream end of a small 
unnamed island in the Kuskokwim h v e r  in the NE%, Sec. 20, 
T. 17 N., R. 60 W., Seward Meridian. The uses allowed are 
those listed for a one (1) acre site easement. 

THE GRANT OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED LANDS IS SUBJECT TO: 

1. Valid existing rights therein, if any, including but not limited to those 
created by any lease, contract, permit, right-of-way, or easement, and 
the right of the lessee, contractee, permittee or grantee to the complete 
enjoyment of all rights, privileges, and benefits thereby granted to him. 
Further, pursuant to Sec. 17(b)(2) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of December 18,1971 (ANCSA), 43 U.S.C. 
§ 1616(b)(2) (1 976), any valid existing right recognized by ANCSA 
shall continue to have whatever right of access as is now provided for 
under existing law; 

2. Right-of-way grant, T-130-YD, F-19246; issued to ALASCOM 
(formerly known as RCA Alaska Communications, Inc.) located in 
Sec. 22, T. 17 N., R. 61 W., Seward Meridian, for communication 
facilities, pursuant to the Act of March 4, 191 I, 43 U.S.C. 5 1961 as 
amended; and 

3. Requirements of Sec. 14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of December 18, 1971,43 U.S.C. 4 1613(c), as amended, that the 
grantee hereunder convey those portions, if any, of the lands 
hereinabove granted, as are prescribed in said Section. 

Location Index for Recording Information: Retum Recorded Document to: 

Lot 6, U.S. S w e y  No. 6488, Sec. 27, T. 17 N., R. 61 W., SM. 
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no all to iu~otn t4252 presents shall mme, 6reetinq: 

Patent 

This patent is issued by the UNITED STATES, Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land 
Management, 222 West Seventh Avenue, #13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599, as GRANTOR, to the 
Calista Corporation, 301 Calista Court, Suite A, Anchorage, Alaska 99518-3028 as GRANTEE, for 
lands in the Kuskokwirn Recording District. 

WHEREAS 

Calista Corporation 

is entitled to a patent pursuant to Sec. 14(f) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of December 18, 1971,43 U.S.C. 3 1613(f), of the subsurface estate reserved to 
the United States in the herein below identified patent for the surface estate in the 
following described lands, which are described in Interim Conveyance Nos. 1567 and 
1654, issued August 16, 1993, and January 8, 1996, respectively: 

Patent No. 

Lot 6, U.S. Survey No. 6488, Alaska 

Containing 81.54 acres, as shown on the plat of survey officially filed June 25, 1992. 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

T. 17 N., R. 59 W., 
Secs. 5 and 6; 
Sec. 7, lot 1; 
Sec. 8; 
Sec. 9, lot 1; 
Sec. 10, lots 1 and 2; 
Sec. 11, lots 1 to 8, inclusive; 
Sec. 12, lots 1 and 2; 
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Sec. 13, lots 1 and 2; 
Sec. 14, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 15, lots 1, 2, and 3; 
Sec. 16, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 17, lots 1,2, and 3; 
Sec. 18, lot I; 
Sec. 19, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 20, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 21, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 22, lots 1 to 4, inclusive. 

Containing 8,03 1.06 acres, as shown on the plat of survey officially filed 
September 2, 1997. 

T. 17 N., R. 60 W., 
Secs. 1 to 8, inclusive; 
Sec. 9, lot I; 
Sec. 10, lot 1; 
Sec. 11; 
Sec. 12, lot 1; 
Sec. 13, lots 4 and 5; 
Sec. 14, lot 3; 
Sec. 15, lots 5,6, and 7; 
Sec. 16, lots 3 and 4; 
Sec. 17, lot 3; 
Sec. 18, lot 1; 
Sec. 19, lots 3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 20, lots 3, 5, and 6;  
Sec. 21, lot 3; 
Sec. 22, lots 4,6, 7, and 8; 
Sec. 23, lots 3 ,  5,6,7, and 8; 
Sec. 24, lots 4,6, 8,9, and 10; 
Sec. 28, lot 3; 
Sec. 29, lots 3, 5,6, and 8; 
Sec. 30, lots 1, 3,4, and 5. 

Containing 13,565.62 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and segregation survey officially filed November 19, 2004. 

T. 18 N., R. 60 W., 
Secs. 3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 6, lot 1; 
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Sec. 7, lot 1; 
Secs. 8 to 1 I, inclusive; 
Secs. 14 to 17, inclusive; 
Sec. 18, lot I; 
Secs. 19 to 36, inclusive. 

Containing 20,347.24 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the supplemental plat of survey officially filed November 19, 2004. 

T. 19 N., R. 60 W., 
Sec. 3 1, lot 1; 
Secs. 32, 33, and 34. 

Containing 2,417.12 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the supplemental plat of survey officially filed November 19,2004. 

T. 17N., R. 61 W., 
Secs. I, 2, and 3; 
Sec. 4, lots 3 and 4; 
Sec. 5, lot 3; 
Sec. 6, lot 2; 
Sec. 7; 
Sec. 8, lot 1 ; 
Sec. 9, lot I; 
Secs. 10 to 15, inclusive; 
Sec. 16, lot 1; 
Sec. 17, lot 1; 
Secs. 18, 19, and 20; 
Sec. 21, lot 1; 
Sec. 22, lot 1; 
Sec. 23, lot I; 
Sec. 24, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 25, lots I, 4, 5, and 6; 
Sec. 26, lots 3 to 6, inclusive; 
Sec. 27, lots 4 and 5; 
Sec. 28, lot I; 
Sec. 29, lot 1; 
Sec. 30, lots 1 and 4; 
Sec. 31, lot I ;  
Sec. 32, lot I; 
Sec. 33, lots 2 and 3; 
Sec. 34, lot 3; 
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Sec. 35, lot 3; 
Sec. 36, lot I .  

Containing 18,067.72 acres, as shown on the plat of survey. accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the segregation survey officially filed November 19,2004. 

T. 18 N., R. 61 W., 
Sec. 1, lot 4; 
Sec. 2, lots 3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 11, lots 11 to 14, inclusive; 
Sec. 12, lots 6,7, and 11; 
Sec. 13, lot 5; 
Sec. 24, lots 1,3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 25, lot 3; 
Sec. 33, lot 2; 
Sec. 34, lots 2 to 6, inclusive; 
Sec. 35, lots 4 and 7; 
Sec. 36. 

Containing 4,147.74 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the photogrammetric resurvey officially filed December 21, 2004. 

T. 19 N., R. 61 W., 
Sec. 35, lots 2 to 8, inclusive; 
Sec. 36, lots 3 and 5. 

Containing 1,101.20 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the photogrammetric resurvey officially filed November 3, 2004. 

T. 17 N., R. 62 W., 
L: 

Sec. I, lot 4; 
Sec. 2, lots 5,6, and 7; 
Sec. I 1, lot 5; 
Sec. 12, lot 1; 
Sec. 13, lots l ,3 ,  and 4; 
Sec. 14, lot 1; 
Sec. 15, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 16, lot 1; 
Sec. 17; 
Sec. 20, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 21, lots 2,4, and 6; 
Sec. 22, lots 3 and 6; 

Patent No. 



Sec. 23; 
Sec. 24, lot 1; 
Sec. 25, lots 1, 3, and 4; 
Sec. 26, lot 1; 
Sec. 27, lots 3,4,  and 5; 
Sec. 28, lot 3; 
Sec. 33, lots 1 ,3 ,4 ,  5, 7, and 8; 
Sec. 34, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 35, lot 1; 
Sec. 36. 

Containing 11,902.18 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the segregation survey officially filed October 6,2004. 

Total aggregated acreage is 79,661.42 acres. 

NOW KNOW YE, that there is, therefore, granted by the UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, unto the above-named corporation the subsurface estate in the lands 
above described: TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said estate with all the rights, - .  

privileges, immunities, and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging, 
unto the said corporation, its successors and assigns, forever. 

THE GRANT OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED LANDS IS SUBJECT TO: 

1. All the easements and rights-of-way referenced in the aforementioned 
patent of the surface estate, and to valid existing rights therein, if any, 
in the said subsurface estate, including but not limited to those created 
by any lease, conbact, permit, right-of-way, or easement, and the right 
of the lessee, contractee, permittee, or grantee to the complete 
enjoyment of all rights, privileges, and benefits thereby granted to him; 
and 

2. The requirements of Sec. 14(f) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of December 18, 1971,43 U.S.C. 5 1613(fl, that the right to 
explore, develop, or remove minerals from the subsurface estate in the 
lands herein conveyed which are within the boundaries of the Native 
village of Upper Kalskag shall be subject to the consent of The 
Kuskokwim Corporation, Successor-In-Interest to Upper Kalskag, Inc. 

Location Index for Recording Information: Return Recorded Document to: 

Lot 6, U.S. Survey No. 6488, Sec. 27, T. 17 N., R. 61 W., SM. 
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If you have any questions about recording the conveyance document, see "Recording the 
Conveyance Documents" enclosure. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Thwaites 
Chief, Branch of Land Transfer Services 

Enclosures: 
Conveyance document 
Recording information 

Copies furnished to: 
(wlconveyance documents) 

The Kuskokwim Corporation 
Successor in Interest to Upper Kalskag, Incorporated 
4300 B Street, Suite 207 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-5951 

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Realty Services Section 
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1050A 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579 

State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
Division of Sport Fish 
ATI'N: Robin Willis 
333 Raspberry Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-1599 

State of Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
AlTN: Chief, Right-of-way Branch 
Central Region 
41 11 Aviation Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502-1058 



State of Alaska 
Department of Community and Economic Development 
Division of Community Advocacy 
ATTN: Keith Jost 
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1770 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3510 

Federal Aviation Administration 
Attn: Acquisition and Real Estate Branch, AAL-59RE 
222 W. 7th Avenue, #14 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7587 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
United States Coast Guard 
17th Coast Guard District 
P.O. Box 25517 
Juneau, Alaska 99802-5517 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
United States Coast Guard 
Commander (s) 
MLC Pacific 
1301 Clay Street, Suite 700N 
Oakland, California 94612-5203 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Division of Realty, Mail Stop 21 1 
Chief, Branch of Operations 
101 1 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Refuge Manager 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 346 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

AT&T Alascom 
Attn: Contracts 
210 E. Bluff Drive, MP292 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-1100 

Escrow (96 1) 

FM, AK (040) 

Deputy Chief, Branch of Adjudcation U (964) 



l o  aato whom these presents shaacme, Greetby: 

Patent 

This patent is issued by the UNITED STATES, Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land 
Management, 222 West Seventh Avenue, #13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599, as GRANTOR, 
to Calista Corporation, 301 Calista Court, Suite A, Anchorage, Alaska 99518-3028, as GRANTEE, 
for lands in the Kuskokwim Recording Disuict. 

WHEREAS 

Calista Corporation 

is entitled to a patent pursuant to Sec. 14(f) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of December 18, 1971,43 U.S.C. 5 1613(f), of the subsurface estate resewed to 
the United States in the herein below identified patent for the surface estate in the 
following described lands, which are described in Interim Conveyance No. 1567 
issued August 16, 1993, and Interim Conveyance No. 1654 issued January 8, 1996: 

Patent NO. 50-2005-0435 
Lot 6 ,  U.S. Survey No. 6488, Alaska 

Containing 81.54 acres, as shown on the plat of survey officially filed June 25, 1992. 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

T. 17 N., R. 59 W., 
Secs. 5 and 6; 
Sec. 7, lot 1; 
Sec. 8; 
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Sec. 9, lot 1; 
Sec. 10, lots 1 and 2; 
Sec. 11, lots 1 to 8, inclusive; 
Sec. 12, lots 1 and 2; 
Sec. 13, lots 1 and 2; 
Sec. 14, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 15, lots 1,2, and 3; 
Sec. 16, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 17, lots 1, 2, and 3; 
Sec. 18, lot 1; 
Sec. 19, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 20, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 21, lots 1 to 4, inclusive; 
Sec. 22, lots 1 to 4, inclusive. 

Containing 8,031.06 acres, as shown on the plat of survey officially filed 
September 2,1997. 

T. 17 N., R. 60 W., 
Secs. 1 to 8, inclusive; 
Sec. 9, lot 1; 
Sec. 10, lot 1; 
Sec. 11; 
Sec. 12, lot 1; 
Sec. 13, lots 4 and 5; 
Sec. 14, lot 3; 
Sec. 15, lots 5,6, and 7; 
Sec. 16, lots 3 and 4; 
Sec. 17, lot 3; 
Sec. 18, lot 1; 
Sec. 19, lots 3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 20, lots 3, 5, and 6; 
Sec. 21, lot 3; 
Sec. 22, lots 4 ,6 ,7 ,  and 8; 
Sec. 23, lots 3, 5 ,6 ,7 ,  and 8; 
Sec. 24, lots 4 ,6 ,8 ,9 ,  and 10; 
Sec. 28, lot 3; 
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Sec. 29, lots 3 ,5 ,6 ,  and 8; 
Sec. 30, lots 1,3,4,  and 5. 

Containing 13,565.62 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the plat of segregation survey officially filed November 19, 2004. 

T. 19 N., R. 60 W., 
Sec. 31, lot 1; 
Secs. 32,33, and 34. 

Containing 2,417.12 acres, as shown on the plat of SUNey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the supplemental plat of survey officially filed November 19, 2004. 

T. 17 N., R. 61 W., I. 
Secs. 1,2,  and 3; 
Sec. 4, lots 3 and 4; 
Sec. 5, lot 3; 
Sec. 6, lot 2; 
Sec. 7; 
Sec. 8, lot 1; 
Sec. 9, lot 1; 
Secs. 10 to 15, inclusive; 
Sec. 16, lot 1; 
Sec. 17, lot 1; 
Secs. 18, 19, and 20; 
Sec. 21, lot 1; 
Sec. 22, lot 1; 
Sec. 23, lot 1; 
Sec. 24, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 25, lots 1 ,4 ,5 ,  and 6; 
Sec. 26, lots 3 to 6, inclusive; 
Sec. 27, lots 4 and 5; 
Sec. 28, lot 1; 
Sec. 29, lot 1; 
Sec. 30, lots 1 and 4; 
Sec. 3 1, lot 1; 
Sec. 32, lot 1; 
Sec. 33, lots 2 and 3; 
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Sec. 34, lot 3; 
Sec. 35, lot 3; 
Sec. 36. lot 1. 

containing 18,067.72 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the plat of segregation survey officially filed November 19, 2004. 

T. 18 N., R. 61 W.," 
Sec. 1, lot 4; 
Sec. 2, lots 3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 11, lots 11 to 14, inclusive; 
Sec. 12, lots 6,7, and 11; 
Sec. 13, lot 5; 
Sec. 24, lots 1,3,4,  and 5; 
Sec. 25, lot 3; 
Sec. 33, lot 2; 
Sec. 34, lots 2 to 6, inclusive; 
Sec. 35, lots 4 and 7; 
Sec. 36. 

Containing 4,147.74 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the plat of photogrammetric resurvey officially filed December 21, 2004. 

T. 19 N., R. 61 W., 
Sec. 35, lots 2, 3 ,4 ,6 ,7  and 8; 
Sec. 36, lots 3 and 5. 

Containing 1,101.20 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the plat of photogrammetric resurvey officially filed November 3,2004. 

T. 17 N., R. 62 W., ./' 

Sec. I ,  lot 4; 
Sec. 2, lots 5 ,6 ,  and 7; 
Sec. 11, lot 5; 
Sec. 12, lot 1; 
Sec. 13, lots 1, 3, and 4; 
Sec. 14, lot 1; 
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Sec. 15, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 16, lot 1; 
Sec. 17; 
Sec. 20, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 21, lots 2.4,  and 6; 
Sec. 22, lots 3 and 6; 
Sec. 23; 
Sec. 24, lot 1 ;  
Sec. 25, lots 1,3, and 4; 
Sec. 26, lot 1; 
Sec. 27, lots 3,4, and 5; 
Sec. 28, lot 3; 
Sec. 33, lots 1,3 ,4 ,5 ,  7, and 8; 
Sec. 34, lots 1 and 3; 
Sec. 35, lot 1;  
Sec. 36. 

Containing 11,902.18 acres, as shown on the plat of survey accepted May 28, 1980, 
and the plat of segregation survey officially filed December 6,2004. 

Aggregating 59,314.18 acres. 

NOW KNOW YE, that there is, therefore, granted by the UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, unto the above-named corporation the subsurface estate in the lands 
above described; TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said estate with all the rights, 
privileges, immunities, and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging, 
unto the said corporation, its successors and assigns, forever. 

THE GRANT OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED LANDS IS SUBJECT TO: 

1.  All the easements and rights-of-way referenced in the aforementioned 
patent of the surface estate, and to valid existing rights therein, if any, 
in the said subsurface estate, including but not limited to those created 
by any lease, contract, permit, right-of-way, or easement, and the right 
of the lessee, contractee, permittee, or grantee to the complete 
enjoyment of all rights, privileges, and benefits thereby granted to him; 
and 

- 
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2. The requirements of Sec. 14(f) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of December 18, 1971,43 U.S.C. 5 1613(f), that the right to 
explore, develop, or remove minerals from the subsurface estate in the 
lands herein conveyed which are within the boundaries of the Native 
village of Upper Kalskag shall be subject to the consent of The 
Kuskokwim Corporation, Successor-In-Interest to Upper Kalskag, Inc. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the undersigned authorized officer 
of the Bureau of Land Management, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Act of June 17, 1948 (62 Stat. 476), 
has, in the name of the United States, caused these letters 
to he made Patent, and the Seal of the Bureau to be 
hereunto affixed. 

GWEN under my hand, in Anchorage, Alaska, the 
NINTH day of SEPTEMBER, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand and FIVE and of the Independence of the United 
States the two hundred and THIRTIETH. 

/a/ Richard Thwaiteci 
BY 
L 

Richard Thwaites 
Chief, Branch of Land Transfer Services 

Location Index for Recording Information: 
Lot 6, USS 6488 
Located within Sec. 27, T. 17 N., R. 61 W.. 
Seward Meridian 

Patent No. 3 6 

Return Recorded Document to: 
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