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to the consideration of other business, shall be decided without debate,
as shall appeals from the decision of the Chair regarding the applica-
tion of House or Senate rules.

Before the President submits his decision to the Congress for ap-
proval, he must find that any required environmental impact state-
ment related to the designated system has been prepared and complies
with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act. He
has the authority to supplement or modify any environmental impact
statement prepared by the Commission or other Federal officers or
agencies,

If the President selects a system other than the system recom-
mended, reviewed, considered or commented on pursuant to section
5(d) by the Federal Power Commission, section 8(f) directs the Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality to hold additional public hearings on
the related environmental itnpact statement within 20 days of trans-
mittal of the decision to the Congress. The Council is then directed
to summarize any views received during the course of such hearings
in & report to the Congress. The Committee in each House to which a
resolution of approval under section 8 has been referred are then to
conduct hearings on the report of the Council. and include in any Com-
mittes report the Committee’s findings as to the legal and factual suffi-
ciency of the statement.

Section 8(g) provide "hat any provisions of law identified by the
President according to section 7(a)(3)(C) are waived with respect
to actions taken under section 9(a) if the decision of the President
takeseffect pursuant to the provisions of this section.

Section 8(h) provides an additional expedited Congressional con-
sideration procedure in the event that the President determines addi-
tionz! waivers of law are necessary to permit expeditious construction
and initial operation of the designated system. The President may
submit a proposed waiver to both Houses, and the provisions will be
waived with respect to anthorizations to be issued pursuant to section 9
upon the enactment of a joint resolution of approval by the Con-
gress within 60 days of submission.

_ The procedures set forth in subsections (¢) and (d) shall govern this
joint resolution as well as the resolution referred to in subsection (a).
The form that the resolution shall take is also specified.

See. 9. Authorizations

Section 9(a) directs any Federal officer or agency who has the au-
thority to issue a certificate, right-of-way permit, lease or other an-
thorizations necessary or related to the construction and initial opera-
tion of the :g)proved system, to issue such authorization ns soon as
practicable. Such issuance must be in keeping with the provisions of
the law administered by him, except where such provisions have been
walved pursuant to section 8.

_ Section 9(b) directs the Federal officer or agency *o expedite applica-
tions or requests for authorigation for construction and initial opera-
tion of the approved system and to give such applications priority over
other similar applicatiuns and requests. To do so, procedural require-
ments of the law may be waived by the officer or agency on his or its
own motion where he determines it to be necessary to permit expedi-
tious and priority consideration of the application or request.
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Section 9(c) provides that authorizations issued under subsection
(a) will include all terms and conditions required by law, and may
include those permitted. However, permissive conditiuns may not be
included where they v-ould compel a change in the basic nature and
genersl route of the system, or impede expeditious construction and
tnitial operation.

Section 8(d) permits a Federal officer or agncy to amend or abro-
gate any terms or conditions in an authorization where permitted by
law, unless such an action is permitted hut not required by the law, and
the term and condition to be added would compel a change in the basic
nature and route, or would impede expeditious construction and initial
operation of the system.

Any Federsl officer or agency issuing an authorization pursnant to
subsection {a) shall include terms and conditions idcntitied in the
President’s decision as appropriate, except where such inclusion would
limit authorizations in sugsection (d).

See. 18, Judicial Review

Section 10(e) provides that actions taken by Federal officers or
agencies taken pursuant to section 9. shall not be subject to judicial
review except as specifically provided by this section.

Sybsection (b) provides :R] claims elleging the invalidity of this
Act must be brought within 60 days of a system being approved pursu-
ant to section 8. Any claim alleging that an action under this Act will
deny constitutional rights or is in excess of statutory jurisdiction, au-
thority or limitation or short of statutory right may be brought
within 60 days of the action in controversy. However. i% the claimant
can support the burden of proving that he did not know of the action
complained of, nor would a reasonable person under the circumstances
have known, he may bring a claim within 60 days of his acquiring real
or constructive knowledge of the action.

Judicial review is intended to be confined to consideration of ques-
tions of whether the agency action complied with constitutional and
statutory requirements. The reference to the phrase “in excess of stat-
utory jurisdiction, authority or limitations, or short of statutory right.”
is an 1ncorporation of the grounds provided in section 706(2) (C) of
Title 5, United States Code. The Committee wishes to emphasize that
the other grounds for review set forth in section 706(2)—except those
which relate to constitutional rights, powers, privileges or immuni-
ties—are intentionally excluded. In other words the Court is to look
to see if the action is taken within the agercy’s authority. It is not in-
tended that the Court would have jurisdiction to look behind the
agency decision to examine its reasonableness or determine whether
it is adequately supported by the record of any proceedings as may
have occurred before the agency.

Subsection (c) vests exclusive jurisdiction over claims brought
under subsection (b} in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia. The court is directed to give precegence to these claims over
all other pending matters on the docket, and to adjudicate such claims
withifi 90 days from the date the action is brought, unless the court de-
termines a longer period is necessary to satisfy constitutional require-
ments. The court shall not have jurisdiction to grant injunctive relief
except in connection with a final judgment entered in the case. Sole













































