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Shaunavon Welcomes Pipeliners
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Shaunavon's automotive dealers,
service stations, food outlets, clothing
stores, pharmacies and gift shops are
gearing up for 400 pipeliners when con-
struction on the Eastern Leg of the
Alaska Highway gas pipeline moves into
the area later this summer.

Located only four km (two and a half
mi.) east of the pipeline right-of-way, the
southeastem Saskatchewan commu-
nity of 2,200 serves as a supply and
service centre for both agriculture and
the oif industry in the surrounding region.
For several months it will provide the
pipeline crew with space for a trailer
camp and field office and a site for vehi-
cles and construction equipment. “It's
been quiet on the oil front lately, so in
terms of business we see the pipeline
project as an economic boost,”" notes
Shaunavon Mayor Bruce Pearson.
There are bound to be beneficial spin-
offs related to pipeline construction and

scommodating the largest crew the
-0own has ever had, he says.

Vehicles will need parts and repairs,
and materials such as fuel and cement
will be required, as well as services pro-
vided by shops and food and entertain-
ment establishments. Meal arrange-

ments fo

the Shaunavon.Hotel, which has ban-
quet facilities. The construction camp
will also mean temporary jobs for about
10 local women as housekeeping staff.

Shaunavon has close to 100 small
businesses, largely by people under 40.
Elected mayor last November, Pearson
represents Shaunavon's young bus-
iness community. “Our outlook is pro-
gress-oriented. We want to attract smali
industry and encourage newcomers to
live here," he comments. Pearson also
welcomes the recent purchase of space
by Foothills Pipe Lines (Sask.) Ltd. in
Shaunavon's new industrial park for an
operation and maintenance centre once
the pipeline is in service. "For a small
town, the addition of 16 to 20 permanent
employees and their families means a
fot.”

In anticipation of this summer's con-
struction activity, the town has under-
taken a number of preparations.
Businesses are increasing their stock
and some are hiring extra staff for the
busy season. Stores will remain open
one night a week to give people who are
working long hours a chance to shop.

Although the local RCMP do not

numbers of seasonal workers, an extra
police officer could be brought in if
necessary. Shaunavon is accustomec
to crews of one sort or another — railway
crews, road crews and oil rig workers.
Since the town is located 54 km (34 mi.)
south of the Trans-Canada Highway, il
does not share the problems associatec
with a constant influx of transients anc
tourists of communities along the mair
route.

The town has purchased new radai
equipment to cope with the increase o
traffic along local streets and along
Highway 37, which links Shaunavor
with the Trans-Canada Highway to the
north and the American border to the
south. While Shaunavon has needed ar
improved radar set for some time, say:
Mayor Pearson, it has been given grea
ter priority now. During construction
traffic six days a week along the highway
will include 12 to 15 buses to transpor
workers to the site, eight supply trucks
six lowboys — vehicles with flat, low
decks —and about 25 half-tonand three
quarter-ton pick-up trucks. As far as
questions of satety and congestion are
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Foothills Pipe Lines (South Yukon)
Ltd. is studying the spring spawning pat-
terns of fish populations in certain
watercrossing locations in Yukon along
the route of the Alaska Highway gas

pipeline  scheduled for
construction.

Over a six-week period ending June
30, the spawning activity of any Arctic
grayling within one km (0.6 mi.) down-
stream of the crossings will be identified,
as well as the estimated number of fish
using the area. In addition, chinook
salmon and Dolly Varden char will be
studied to determine the stage of egg

summer

The final design cost estimate for
the U.S. Eastern Leg was approved by
the Office of the Federal Inspector (OFI)
on April 15. Northern Border Pipeline
Company, the consortium building the
eastern segment, estimates its costs at
$1,226,462,100. Construction on the in-
tial 1,325 km (823 mi.) began in early
May in South Dakota, Montana, lowa
and Minnesota and is scheduled to be-
gin August 1 in North Dakota.

Northern Border Pipeline Company
on April 27 won a lawsuit against Jack-
son County, Minnesota over the require-
ment that the eight km (five mi.) stretch
of the U.S. Eastern Leg of the pipeline

development.

The Foothills (South Yukon) program
also includes research on the physical
characteristics of crossing locations as
they relate to the production of silt, or
suspended solids in the water. By ob-
serving water temperature and dis-
charge, bank stability and composition
of the watercourse bed material, the
most effective mitigative measures can
be determined for protecting the fish
populations from excessive levels of silt
during pipeline construction, says Rick
Higgins, senior fisheries biologist for the
Northern Pipeline Agency. “Siltis not as

American Update

crossing the county be buried 1.8 m (six
ft.) deep throughout. In the dispute, the
company argued a depth of 0.9 m (three
ft.) was the minimum required by the
U.S. Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act,
and that digging a deeper trench in Jack-
son County would result in construction
and land reclamation problems. The
county contended the extra depth is
necessary to prevent interference with
drain tiles, or underground water drain-
age systems. In its decision, the U.S.
District Court of Minnesota ruled a Min-
nesota county cannot set restrictions on
the depth of an interstate gas pipeline
passing through the county.
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Spring Spawning Activity in Yukon Studied -

AN

hazardous to adult fish as it is to fish
eggs, which breathe by osmasis,” he
explains. “Silt literally smothers the eggs
by preventing their intake of oxygen.”

However, Higgins notes that careful
construction scheduling will minimize
the risk of silt harming fish eggs. The
water crossing should be built during a
fish window - the time period within
which fish are least sensitive, such as
after the eggs have incubated and be-
fore spawning migration begins in-
stream.

Under certain circumstances, other
special construction techniques may
further help protect spawning fish from
silt, continues Higgins. One method is
fluming, which involves carrying the wa-
ter by pipe across the in-stream ditchline
while construction activity proceeds be-
neath the flume. Other measures in-
clude stockpiling the spoil material from
ditches on river banks where possible
and diversion of the watercourse around
the work site. Filter dams may also {
used to filter suspended solid materi..
from the water and allow it to collect in
in-stream settling ponds, away from
spawning areas.

Although construction of the 818 km
(508 mi.) Yukon segment of the pipeline
is two years away, Higgins stresses it is
important to plan protective measures
now.

Pipeline

The Northern Pipeline Agency was
created by Parliament in April, 1978 to
oversee planning and construction ol
the Alaska Highway gas pipeline projecl
in Canada. Inquiries or suggestions re-
garding the Agency’s publication“Pipe-
line"” may be directed to:

Northern Pipeline Agency
4th Floor

400-4th Avenue S.W.
Calgary, Alberta
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