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NDC-Taking the Initiative

Opportunities for Natives
in Pipeline Jobs and Contracts

Sam Douglas is'a director of the Northern Native Develop-

ment Corporation, a contracting company assisting Indian
people to take advantage of the economic opportunities
created by the construction of the pipeline in southern British
Columbia.

“One of our policies is to go into different areas of the
=>rovince and help the local indians in those communities to
. articipate in economic opportunities,” says Douglas, a

member of the Cheam indian Band. “We thought that since we
were set up and since we've got the expertise, we couid help
them negotiate with the unions and the major companies.”

Based in Kamloops, the NNDC teamed with another local

company, RPA Contracting Ltd., to obtain the pipe off-lcading
and clearing contracts for the 88 km segment of the pipeline in
B.C. The two companies are equal partners in the joint venture
and each supplies 50 per cent of the management staff for the
project.

The NNDC worked closely with the Kootenay Indian Area

Council to recruit the manpower needed for the job from local
reserves. Douglas estimates 50 people were employed under

the contracts over a four month period.

An arrangement was made with the
four unions working on the pipeline to
support native employment on the pro-
ject. “We negotiated with the unions to
meet the conditions of the Northern
Pipeline Agency. We found the unions
very co-operative,” he says,

The terms and conditions drafted by
the Agency require the pipeline com-
pany, Foothills Pipe Lines (South B.C.)
Ltd., to ensure job and smali business
opportunities for native people living in
the vicinity of the project route. A report

;the federal employment commission
urepared by East Koolenay Native Qut-
reach, stated that approximately 78 per
cent of the 50 native persons placed in
pipeline-related jobs received member-
ship in the operating engineers or
labourers union. The report notes Indian

people have benefitted by the experi-
ence gained through off-reserve em-
ployment and by their new eligibility for
future jobs through union membership.

The NNDC assembled a clearing
crew in the field the week of August 5th
with a contract to clear 1.6 km a day
along the right-of-way. By the end of the
month 64 km had been cleared - far
ahead of schedule.

Douglas states there has been no dif-
ficulty with the inspection of the line de-
spite the number of players in the field.
These include the project management,
Quadra Engineering International Ltd.,
the contractor, Marine Pipeline Con-
struction of Canada Limited, the com-
pany agent, Alberta Natura! Gas Com-
pany Ltd., as well as federal and provin-
cial surveillance officers.

"We always make sure that if we do
something, we do it without abusing the
land, so there's no problem with having
environmental or NPA inspection,” he
asserts. "As far as meeting any of the
conditions of the Agency we've met
them ali. We've gone out and arranged
to have the local manpower put on,
we've arranged to get all our supplies
locally, and we've tried to hire equip-
mentin the area.”

The NNDC was established in 1977
and is managed by eight directors. With
the completion of the Alaska Highway
pipeline contract, Douglas says the
corporation’s future plans will caii for in-
volvement in forestry, hydro and possi-
bly provincial government projects.










News In Brief

Foothills Pipe Lines (Sask.) Ltd.
has submitted plans required under the
proposed socio-economic and en-
vironmental terms and conditions for
contruction of the Saskatchewan seg-
ment of the pipeline to the Agency for
review and approval. The plans outline
measures the company will take to pro-
vide public information, empioyee orien-
tation and business opportunities. The
public may review the plans in the
libraries of the Agency’s offices in
Calgary and Ottawa and in the main
public libraries in Regina, Saskatoon,
Burstall, Tompkins, Climax and
Shaunavon. Comment on the plans
should be forwarded to the Agency be-
fore the end of January.

Designated Officer, William A.
Scotland, approved four contracts
November 5 totalling $850,000 for the
purchase of pipe fittings by Foothilis
Pipe Lines (Yukon) Ltd. from Uniracor
Limited, EPG Energy Products Group,
ITT Grinnell and Steel-Flo Industries.
The fittings are required for the Western
and Eastern Legs of the pipeline
systems. Turbomachinery contracts for
the Eastern Leg aiso received the ap-
provai of the Designated Officer in
November.

Robert Blair, President and Chief
Executive Officer of NOVA, AN AL-
BERTA CORPORATION, appeared
before the Special Senate Committee
on the Northern Pipeline November 6 in
Ottawa. It was the first appearance of a
representative of Foothills Pipe Lines
before the Committee since December
1979. Blair outlined the status of
pipeline construction in southeastern
British Columbia and Alberta and com-
mented on the success that has been
achieved in maximizing social and
economic benefits. He was pleased to
report that 15 per cent of the construc-
tion work force was composed of native

' people and that nearly 90 per cent of the

raw materials, manufacturing and
labour for the pipeline was of Canadian
content,

Ken Taylor, Canadian Consul Gen-
eral designate in New York, visited the
Northern Pipeline Agency office in
Calgary on November 19. He was
briefed on the current status of the
pipeline project by the Agency Ad-
ministrator, Harold S. Millican, and De-
puty Administrator, Barry Yates. Taylor
officially took office at the Canadian
Consulate in New York in January,
1981.
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Foothills Pipe Lines (Sask.) Ltd.
conducted an industry briefing session
in Regina, November 20, to inform the
business community of opportunities re-
sulting from contruction of the Alaska
Highway gas pipeline in Saskatchewan.
Over 400 businessmen and women at-
tended. Foothills estimated that Sas-
katchewan businesses couid supply a
total of $8 million worth of goods and
services to the company. These wouild
include construction materials and sup-
plies such as concrete, fuel and equip-
ment parts, accommodation as re-
quired, food supplies and loca
deliveries.

Foothills Pipe Lines (Yukon) Ltd.
conducted its sixth burst test Decembei
4 at the Northern Alberta Burst Test Site
near Rainbow Lake. An explosive
charge initiated a fracture in a 48-inch
300-foot underground pipeline filled witk
gas at the maximum pressure the
Alaska Highway gas pipeline will carry
Instrumentation along the pipe
measured fracture speeds, gas deco
pression behaviour and deflection of the
steel as the pipe burst. Results of the
test will show how effectively pipe of ¢
certain durability will stop a fracture.

Five Alberta landowners made representations to the North-
ern Pipeline Agency opposing the route of the Eastern Leg of
the Alaska Highway gas pipeline at a hearing in Calgary
November 26.

The landowners, whose property is affected by the proposed
pipeline, expressed concern about future expansion on their
lands, ability to subdivide and possibie safety hazards. Four of
the landowners own property along the first 40 km of the
pipeline route from the James River Bridge, a point approxi-
mately 88 km northwest of Calgary, south of Carstairs. The fifth
landowner owns property in an area long the proposed right-of-
way east of Rockyford, about 58 km east of Caigary.

Representations by the landowners and Foothilis Pipe Lines
(Alta.) Ltd. were made to William A. Scotland, a Deputy Ad-
ministrator and the Designated Officer of the Agency. Scotland
is also an Associate Vice-Chairman of the National Energy
Board and exercises within the Agency the powers delegated
to him by the Board.

Following the hearing, the Designated Officer issued three
orders on December 12 in favour of the company's recom-
mended pipeline route. The orders, involving three landowners
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Agency Holds Route Hearing

in the James River Bridge area, stated that insufficient grounds
were presented to warrant a change in the proposed route. The
company is still negotiating with the remaining twc
landowners.

Under the provisions of the Northern Pipeline Act, landown:
ers have the right to make representations to the Agency i
they cannot reach an agreement with the company on the
route of the natural gas pipeline. Initiaily, the landowner ic
served a Landowner's Information Booklet by the pipeline
segment company, in this case Foothills (Alta.), to introduce
the property holder to the pipeline project. Enclosed in the
booklet is a sketch of the proposed pipeline indicating where i
will cross the landower’s property.

If agreement is not reached with the company on the locatior,
of the pipeline, the landowner has 30 days from receipt of thﬁ
information booklet to make representations to the Agency.

The 635 km Eastern Leg of the pipeline extends southeas
from James River to a point near Empress, Alberta, and con
tinues southeasterly to the Canada-United States border nea
Monchy, Saskatchewan. Construction is scheduied to begin ir
May.










