








BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

The long term research project on the Taku River will be continued
as in the past with such refinements
Taku River Salmon in technigues as become necessary
Investigations from time to time. While the main
study is on the king salmon, additional
emphasis will be placed on the other four species.

Although the main laboratory and hatchery building has been com-

pleted, additional improvements will be made as the necessity arises.

With the setting up of new experi-

Kitoi Bay ments in the surrounding lakes, it

Research will mean the construction of down-

stream migrant traps, fishways and

upstream counting arrangements for the returning adults. This station

is ideally located for conducting basic research on utilization of waters
now nonproductive of salmon.

The commercial fishery for this species is continuing to expand and,

unless something unforeseen occurs marketwise, gives promise of becoming

one gf the important fisheries of

King Crab Studies Alaska. Research will be centered on

rate of growth studies and the migra-

tory habits. Headquarters for this investigation will be at Kodiak, where
suitable facilities have been installed.

This program will be aimed at working out the physical and other
factors in the waters of Alaska that limit the production of this species.
It is believed that much can be done

Silver Salmon to increase this production by utilizing

Research methods now employed successfully in

the States for other species. Under

this heading can be listed the rehabilitation of certain waters to eliminate
predators and competitors and by the judicious use of fertilizing materials.

COMMERCIAL FISHERIES

Under terms of Chapter 63, SLA 1957, a Division of Commercial
Fisheries was created. By action of the new Fish and Game Comrission
at its first meeting in April 1957, the Division of Watershed Management
was abolished and its functions transferred to the Commercial Fisheries
Division. Work will continue along the same lines as in the past by the
District Biologists at Ketchikan, Wrangell, Kodiak, and Dillingham. It
is expected that one additional District Biologist will be hired during
1957 to be located in the Cook Inlet area, probably at Homer.

EDUCATION AND INFORMATION

With the funds made available by the 1957 Legislature, it will become
possible to hire one man on a full time basis. His work will be featured
by a visual aid program featuring both movies and stills depicting the
work of the Department and carrying with it a conservation message that
will appeal to children and adults.

117



ENGINEERING

Because of the insufficiency of the available funds, it was not possible
to construct the Bakewell Fishway during 1956. A larger appropriation
for this purpose was made by the 1957 Legislature, so it is hoped this
worthwhile project can be built during the coming biennium. The ehgineer
will also be called upon to draw up plans and specifications for several
minor projects to be submitted by the several divisions.

INSPECTION

With the additional funds now made available, it is expected that
operations in this division will be enlarged somewhat during 1957 by the
employment of one extra seasonal employee. Added emphasis will be
placed on enforcement of the new Territorial sport fishing and hunting
license law which goes into effect on July 1, 195%.

MARINE PREDATOR CONTROL AND INVESTIGATION

The present hair seal control programs have been working out most
satisfactorily and will therefore be continued in 1957. New types of
control measures will be experimented with in Bristol Bay on belugas
and predaceous birds. The sea lion investigation will be continued with
a concentration of effort on the Wooded Islands off the coast of Montague
Island in the Gulf of Alaska.

SPORT FISHERIES

The sport fish program will be continued along the same lines as
during the past year, with some increase in the rehabilitation and stocking
projects in the Anchorage-Palmer and Kodiak districts. The facilities
at the Fire Lake (Anchorage) Hatchery are being taxed to the limit. It
is planned to add a warehouse building to take care of needed storage,
thus leaving more room in the hatchery for hatching and rearing of the fry.

LAND ANIMAL PREDATORY INVESTIGATION AND CONTROL

Formerly, the funds appropriated for this purpose were handled by the
Territorial Treasurer, who in turn worked out an agreement with the
Federal Fish and Wildilfe Service for a wolf control program in the
Territory. Under the new Fish and Game Department set-up, these monies
will be used by the new Department. It is planned to carry on both
research and control projects on the wolves in Southeastern Alaska. The
control part of the program will be conducted jointly by the Department
and the Fish and Wildlife Service.

FUR AND GAME

At its first meeting the Commission decided to withhold any active
programs for this division until the fall meeting, when sufficient time
will have elapsed for a full study of the problems and finances involved,
and for the lining up of personnel.
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