


r
 
80 ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES 

property was sold to the Fidalgo Island Packing Co. in 1934. They dis­
mantled the cannery. 

The Sunset Packing Co. started a one-line cannery at Otter Creek, 
Cook Inlet, and operated it in 1928 and 1929. They closed permanently 
at the end of the 1929 fishing season. 

A one-line cannery was started at Anchorage and operated by J. F. 
Toman until 1930. H. C. Bennett purchased the plant in 1932. It was sold 
to the Kustatan Packing Co. in 1934. The plant was purchased in 1937 by 
the General Fish Co., Inc., which is operating it today. 

Nordin 8< Sandvik started a one-line cannery at Swanson's Creek, Cook 
Inlet. In 1929 the operation was carried on by E. Sandvik. The cannery 
was last operated in 1932, and it was dropped from the list of active 
canneries in 1938. 

The Trinity Packing Co. purchased buildings from the Caw Packing Co. 
and established a cannery at Three Saints Bay in the Kodiak area. In 1931. 
the plant was destroyed by fire and was not rebuilt. 

The Anchorage Sanitary Hand Packers put up a small pack at Anchorage. 
At Zachar Bay on Kodiak Island the Robinson Packing Corporation 

erected a new shore plant to replace the floater, Azalea, which had been 
sold. In 1929 the plant was taken over by the Pacific American Fisheries 
Co. 3.nd was operated under the name of Alitak Fish Co. Direct owner­
ship of the cannery was acquired by the Pacific American Fisheries in 
1934. They did not operate the cannery again, and it was dropped from 
the list of active canneries in 1938. 

1929 The Ninilchik Packing Co. started a small hand cannery which op­
erated until 1926. 

The Point Possession Fish Co. at Point Possession on Cook Inlet started 
a hand cannery which operated until 1931. 

Harvey Smith started a hand cannery at West Foreland on Cook Inlet 
and operated until 1930. 

The West Coast Canning Co. started a hand cannery at Kustatan on Cook 
Inlet near West Foreland. In 1934 the Kustatan Packing Co. moved to 
Anchorage and took over the Toman Packing Co. plant. The plant was 
sold to General Fish Co. in 1937. It is now operating. 

The Blue Island Packing Co. installed machinery and operated a can­
nery in its herring saltery building at Blue Fox Bay on Afognak Island. 
They packed salmon one year. 

The Shelikof Packing Co., a firm organized by Roy Trout (formerly of 
the partnership, Pajoman &: Trout), operated a one-line plant at Zachar 
Bay on Kodiak Island. The plant was leased in 1937 to the Kodiak Fish­
e ries Co. In 1939 the plant was purchased by the Chatham Strait Fish 
Co., remodeled and used as a herring reduction plant. 

Seward Fisheries, Inc. packed salmon at Seward until 1935. The plant 
was reopened and operated by Hagen 8< Co. in 1937. In 1946 the Resur­
rection Bay Co. purchased and operated the plant. 

1930 The business belonging to A. N. Nilson of Portlock, who had prepar­
ed small packs of salmon in 1929, was included in the list of canneries. 
The cannery burned during the winter 6f 1937-1938. It was rebuilt in 1940. 
The cannery has been operated since 1942 by the Port Chatham Packing Co. 

The Port Williams Packing CO( took over the herring saltery formerly 
operated by S. Sklaroff 8< Son on Shuyak Island and converted it into a 
modern one-line cannery. In 1934 the plant was leased to the Washington 
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Fish &: Oyster Co. after being closed since 1930. It is operating today. 
The Redoubt Bay Packing Co. (Wik &: Berg) on Cook Inlet, which had 

put up a small pack in 1929. expanded its business. It was included in 
the 1930 list of active canneries. The plant operated one season. 

1931 Albert and Josie Sandvik started a cannery at Uganik Bay on Kodiak 
Island. The plant had packed in 1929, but because of its small output, it 
had not been included on the list of active canneries. The West Point 
Packing Co. purchased the holdings of the plant in 1948. It is now oper­
ated by Herbert C. Domenici. 

1932 Harry W. Crosby (Chignik Packing Co.) built a cannery on the west 
side of Chignik Lagoon and operated until 1942. In 1943 the plant was sold 
to C. J. Sebastian, Roy Trout and J. T. Jones (Chignik Salmon Co.) who 
reopened the plant in 1945. The cannery is operating today. 

1933 The Enterprise Seafood Co. started a cannery at Ninilchik and can­
ned salmon one year. Clams have been canned since. 

The Alaska Pacific Salmon Corporation built a cannery at Sand Point 
on Popof Island in the Shumagin Islands. The cannery was last operated 
in 1942. The cannery buildings burned and have not been rebuilt. 

A. S. Day started a cannery at Fort Liscum near Valdez. In 1934 the 
ope ration was carried on by the North Pacific Sea Foods Co. The cannery 
burned in 1936. 

1934 The Cordova Fisheries Co. started a hand cannery at Cordova and 
packed salmon one year. The cannery has been used for packing clams 
since 1934. 

The Puget and Alaska Canning Co. started a salmon cannery at Seldovia 
in a plant leased from the North Pacific Packing Co. The plant had for­
merly been used for canning clams. The plant was taken over by a new 
organization, the Kodiak Island Fishing, Trading &: Packing Co. in 1940, 
and by a new company, the Seldovia Packers, in 1945. In 1947 the can. 
nery operated as Alaska Seldovia Packers. It is operating today. 

Herbert T. Domenici started a small cannery at Uyak and operated it 
unt'ilI")'37. The pTantwas taken over and operated by anew organization, 
the Great Northern Packing Co., in 1938. In 1940 the newly organized 
Parks Canning Co. purchased and operated the cannery which is oper­
ating today. 

1935 Scotty's Packing Co. established a cannery at Hartney Point in the 
building which had been used for clam canning operations by S. E. Stnith. 
Salmon was packed the one season and after 1936 clams were canned in 
the plant. 

The Alaska Icepak Corporation at Cordova, which had been engaged in 
canning crabs, packed salmon during the 1934 season. In 1936 the plant 
was engaged only in the production of canned crabs and clams. It went 
into receivership in June and was sold to satisfy judgment of the court. 

The Glacier Sea Foods Co. erected a modern cannery at Cordova to 
replace the floating plant which it had operated there, but work was not' 
completed in time for operation during the 1935 season. In 1936 the plant 
was completed and put into operation. In 1940 the Pioneer Sea Food Co., 
whose lease expired on the Pacific American Fisheries cannery at Orca, 
purchased and operated the Cordova cannery which had been idle since 
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1935. In 1945 the operating name was changed to the Western Fisheries 
Co., and the shore plant was operated by Western Fisheries Co. and 
James W. Parks 8< Sons. It is now operating. 

The Alaska Native Cooperative cannery was operated by a group of 
natives at Sand Point Village in the Shumagin Islands. The cannery was 
last operated during the 1942 fishing season. In 1947 the plant was pur­
chased by G. W. Skinner, 'but it has never been used by the new owner and 
it is possible that it will never operate again. 

1936 The Aleutian Fishing 8< Packing Co. built a single line cannery at 
Sand Point and equipped it with modern high speed machinery. The can­
nery operated one season. After the company put out a fish trap during 
the season of 1947, all operations were discontinued. 

The Halibut Bay Packing Co., which had been engaged in packing clams 
at Carmel on the west coast of Kodiak Island, reorganized and incorpor­
ated as the Alaska Red Salmon Packers, Inc. Equipment was transferred 
from the dismantled Pacific American Fisheries plant at Uyak (1897). In 
1946 the cannery was purchased and operated by the Orcas Canning Corp­
oration. The Kodiak Fisheries Co. acquired control of the Orcas Canning 
Corporation in 1946. The Carmel plant is now closed. 

1937 The Phillips Canning Corporation, which had put up a hand pack 
since 1934, started a cannery at Valdez. The plant was not operated after 
1937. The Standard· Salmon Co. leased the buildings and put up a pack in 
1948. 

The Gulf Packing Co., a crab cannery at Cordova, put up one pack of 
salmon. 

The North Pacific Sea Foods Co. built and operated a new cannery at 
Swanport near Valdez, one-half· mile from the old cannery which was 
destroyed by fire in 1936. In 1942 Herman J. Sontag canned salmon in 
this plant under his own name. After 1943 the plant operated as the Day­
ville Packing Co. It is operating today. 

Frank McConaghy Co. operated a floater at Zachar Bay. In 1938 the 
plant was moved to Kodiak where it operated as a floater until 1941 when 
a shore plant was erected. In 1948 Whiz Fish Products purchased the 
plant which is in active operation. 

1938 The Kadiak Fisheries Co. completed construction of a modern can­
nery at Port Bailey, 40 miles northwest of Kodiak. The plant was built 
to replace the company's cannery at Kodiak. 

The Shepard Point Packing Co. used its plant at Port Ashton in Prince 
William Sound both for salmon canning and herring operations, although 
it did not operate the cannery at Shepard Point. In 1942 the Port Ashton 
plant was operated by the Port Ashton Packing Co. The cannery is oper­
ating today. 

The Anchor Line Packing Co. established and operated a small shore 
cannery on the Kenai River. In 1941 the company reorganized and oper­
ated as the Standard Packing Co. In 1942 the Berry Packing Co. operated 
the plant. In 1943 operations were discontinued and the plant was dismantled. 

1940 The Ellamar Packing Co. built and operated a one-line cannery at 
Ellamar near Valdez on Prince William Sound. It is now operating. 

The Far North Packing 8< Shipping Co. beached its floating cannery, 
Commander, at Moser Bay on Kodiak Island and built shore installations. 
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In 1946 Libby, McNeill 8< Libby purchased the plant which is in active 
operation. 

1941 Alfred Jones operated a hand pack cannery at Horner. Operations 
were not continued after 1943. 

1943 The Trading Bay Packers began operations in a small cannery at 
Trading Bay in Cook Inlet. The cannery is operating today. 

The Nikishka Bay Packing Co. put up a s:mall pack at Nikishka Bay near 
East Foreland on Cook Inlet. In 1945 the packing name was changed to 
Seater Packing Co:mpany. The plant is now in operation. 

The Polar Seafoods put up a s:mall hand pack at Ninilchik. 

1945 The New England Fish Company built and began operations in a large 
new cannery at Cordova. The cannery is a modern, electric, three and 
one-half line plant valued at one and a half million dollars. 

1946 The Acme Packing Co. put up a small pack at Kenai (Kalifonsky 
Beach) in 1946 but they did not operate in 1947. 

Machinery salvaged from the Balcom Payne plant in Southeastern Alaska 
was used to complete a new cannery at Kenai. In 1947 the co:mpany was 
reorganized and packed under the name of the Anderson-Kenai operation. 

The Cordova Packing Co. put up a small pack at Cordova in a cannery 
which was destroyed by fire in 1949. 

1947 Cronk Bros. took over the shellfish plant of Tapley 8< Cronk at 
Cordova and canned salmon in 1947. 

Gilbert A. Vanborg hand packed smoked salmon in small quantities at 
Cordova. 

The Buck Canning Co. hand packed smoked salmon at Cordova in a plant 
which is primarily a clam cannery. 

The North Pacific Packing Co. put up a few cases of salmon, salmon 
loaf, and rock cod at Cordova. The company is in active operation. 

The Alaska Shellfish Company, which previously processed only shell­
fish, canned salmon at Seldovia in 1947. The plant is now operating. 

The Kasilof Canning Co. put up a hand pack at Kasilof on Cook Inlet. 
The plant was operated by the Polar Sea Foods Co. for a time and it dis­
continued operations in 1950. 

The Bear Cove Packing Co. put up a small hand pack at Bear Island in 
Cook Inlet. In 1950 the plant discontinued operations. 

The Kester Packing Co. put up a small hand pack at Polly Creek in Cook 
Inlet. The plant was last operated in 1949. 

1948 The Mainland Fisheries started operations at Kukak Bay. the site 
of the old Hemrich Packing Co. plant. The Mainland Fisheries Co. pur­
chased the holdings of the Cape Douglas Canning Co. plant at Suikshak 
Lagoon. They moved the :machinery to Kukak because they considered it 
a better location. The co:mpany went into the hands of receivers in 1951. 

The Roman Malach Canning Co. organized a small hand pack cannery 
at Ninilchik and operated only the one year. 

The B. 8< G. Canning Co. started a small cannery near Seldovia. This. 
cannery discontinued operation in 1950. 
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1949 The Kadiak Fisheries Co. completed construction of a modern two-
line cannery at Port Bailey. It replaced the plant which was destroyed by 

\' fire August 17, 1948. 
The Ace Trading Co. acquired the old Arrny sawmill at Kasakof Bay, 

Afognak Island and started a cannery which is operating today. 

J
~ I 

1950 A sITlall plant was installed at Kasilof by J. H. Hoekzena of Anchorage. 

SUMMARY Operators closed the 1951 season with serious concern for 
the future of the salmon resources in Central Alaska. Kodiak Island runs 
were very poor during the 1951 season. Prince William Sound provided 
an accute disappointment to packers. Cook Inlet, however, sustained its 
production. 

The 1951 salmon pack of 1,115,175 cases was the smallest annual total 
since 1925. The average pack each year since 1941 has been 1,679,056 
cases of salmon packed in Alaskan waters from False Pass to Yakutat. 
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